
Acerca de este libro 

Esta es una copia digital de un libro que, durante generaciones, se ha conservado en las estanterfas de una biblioteca, hasta que Google ha decidido 
escanearlo como parte de un proyecto que pretende que sea posible descubrir en linea libros de todo el mundo. 

Ha sobrevivido tantos anos como para que los derechos de autor hayan expirado y el libro pase a ser de dominio publico. El que un libro sea de 
dominio publico significa que nunca ha estado protegido por derechos de autor, o bien que el perfodo legal de estos derechos ya ha expirado. Es 
posible que una misma obra sea de dominio publico en unos paises y, sin embargo, no lo sea en otros. Los libros de dominio publico son nuestras 
puertas hacia el pasado, suponen un patrimonio historico, cultural y de conocimientos que, a menudo, resulta dificil de descubrir. 

Todas las anotaciones, marcas y otras senales en los margenes que esten presentes en el volumen original apareceran tambien en este archivo como 
testimonio del largo viaje que el libro ha recorrido desde el editor hasta la biblioteca y, finalmente, hasta usted. 


Normas de uso 

Google se enorgullece de poder colaborar con distintas bibliotecas para digitalizar los materiales de dominio publico a fin de hacerlos accesibles 
a todo el mundo. Los libros de dominio publico son patrimonio de todos, nosotros somos sus humildes guardianes. No obstante, se trata de un 
trabajo caro. Por este motivo, y para poder ofrecer este recurso, hemos tornado medidas para evitar que se produzca un abuso por parte de terceros 
con fines comerciales, y hemos incluido restricciones tecnicas sobre las solicitudes automatizadas. 

Asimismo, le pedimos que: 

+ Haga un uso exclusivamente no comercial de estos archivos Hemos disenado la Busqueda de libros de Google para el uso de particulares; 
como tal, le pedimos que utilice estos archivos con fines personales, y no comerciales. 

+ No envie solicitudes automatizadas Por favor, no envie solicitudes automatizadas de ningun tipo al sistema de Google. Si esta llevando a 
cabo una investigacion sobre traduccion automatica, reconocimiento optico de caracteres u otros campos para los que resulte util disfrutar 
de acceso a una gran cantidad de texto, por favor, envienos un mensaje. Fomentamos el uso de materiales de dominio publico con estos 
propositos y seguro que podremos ayudarle. 

+ Conserve la atribucion La filigrana de Google que vera en todos los archivos es fundamental para informar a los usuarios sobre este proyecto 
y ayudarles a encontrar materiales adicionales en la Busqueda de libros de Google. Por favor, no la elimine. 

+ Mantengase siempre dentro de la legalidad Sea cual sea el uso que haga de estos materiales, recuerde que es responsable de asegurarse de 
que todo lo que hace es legal. No de por sentado que, por el hecho de que una obra se considere de dominio publico para los usuarios de 
los Estados Unidos, lo sera tambien para los usuarios de otros paises. La legislacion sobre derechos de autor varfa de un pais a otro, y no 
podemos facilitar informacion sobre si esta permitido un uso especifico de algun libro. Por favor, no suponga que la aparicion de un libro en 
nuestro programa significa que se puede utilizar de igual manera en todo el mundo. La responsabilidad ante la infraccion de los derechos de 
autor puede ser muy grave. 


Acerca de la Busqueda de libros de Google 


El objetivo de Google consiste en organizar informacion procedente de todo el mundo y hacerla accesible y util de forma universal. El programa de 
Busqueda de libros de Google ayuda a los lectores a descubrir los libros de todo el mundo a la vez que ayuda a autores y editores a llegar a nuevas 
audiencias. Podra realizar busquedas en el texto completo de este libro en la web, en la pagina http : //books . qooqle . com| 


Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 


at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 


Proceedings of 
the Grand 
Chapter of 
Royal Arch 
Masons of ... 



1 



jS>f«tfr ICiltrarti ! 

cox con n. 

This />/>/>/ c treats also of 
Suitjrrf Siftyert Pay* 


Digitized by 


SK? 

- c c.\ v.‘-« ’■ 

C/^aVv \ c V-VM L. 

"T^o ^~A 

Digitized O^DCTg lc v Cl. 



Digitized by 





Digitized by LjOOQie 



I, Charlks Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of California, do hereby certify that the following pages con- 
tain a true and faithful transcript of the proceedings' of that Body, at its Eighteenth 
Annual Convocation, commenced at the city of San Francisco on Tuesday, the 
ninth day of April, A. D. 1872, A. I. 2402, and of the returns of the subordinate 
Chapters and other matters authorized to be published. 


gw testimony 

I have hereunto appended my official 
signature, and have affixed the Seal of 
the Grand Chapter of California, this 
twenty-fourth day of April, A. D. 1872, 
A. I. 2402. 




Digitized by , 30 Qie 



Digitized by LjOOQie 



Weewv'a, sor> s . C^ 1 ^ orv 3|^J ftiQO^ 

masons* Gcrandi cUabte?.^ n,A ^ w 

' M » ' V 


PROCEEDINGS > * 


OF THE 


GRAND CHAPTER 




OF THE 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

AT ITS 


EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION, 


HELD AT THE 

KA80NI0 TEMPLE, DT THE OITY OP HAH FRANOISOOj 

COMMENCED ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 0, A. D. 1872, A. I. 2402, 

AND TERMINATED ON 


FRIDAY, APRIL 12, A. D. 1872, A. I. 2402. * 


SAft FRANCISCO : 

FRANK EASTMAN, PRINTER, 509 CLAY STREET. 
1872. 

v S 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



V 



256281B 

. n... i 

| it 

GRAND OFFICERS 

OF THB 



iW«[ of |«8al |i 


rth 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 


For the year commencing April , A. I. 2402, and ending April , 
A. /. 2403. 


M.'.Er. JACOB HART NEFF, Grand High Priest, Auburn; 

Hr. E.\ JOSEPH ISAACS Deputy Grand High Priest, . Shasta ; 

B.\ E.\ WM. THOMAS REYNOLDS, .Grand King, San Francisco ; 

R.\ E.\ WM. ALEX. JANUARY, Grand Scribe, San Jose; 

R.\Er. JOS. BON. 8COTCHLER, — Grand Treasurer, San Fi'ancisco ; 

R.\ Es. CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, . .Grand Secretary, San Francisco ; 

E.\ HENRY HAY KNAPP Grand Captain of the Host, Napa ; 

E\ NATHAN W. SPAULDING,. Grand Royal Arch Captain, Oakland; 

Comp . IRA COLBURN ROOT, Grand Guard, San Francisco. 

GRAND LECTURER: 

M.\ E.\ THOMAS HUBBARD CASWELL Nevada. 
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The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of California 
commenced its Eighteenth Annual Convocation at the Masonic Temple, 
in the city of San Francisco, on Tuesday, the ninth day of April, 
A. D. 1872, A. I. 2402, at ten o’clock, A. M. 

Upon calling the roll of members there were found present the 


following — 

GRAND OFFERS .* 

TheAT.-. A’.-. JAMES LAWRENCE ENGLISH, Grand High Priest ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Joseph Isaacs, Grand Scribe; 

44 R.\ E.\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Grand Treasurer; 

44 R.\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiggin Grand Secretary ; 

“ R .\ E.\ Benjamin Akkrly, Grand Chaplain; 

“ R,\ A.*. William Edward Moody — Grand Lecturer ; 

“ R.\ R \ William Thomas Reynolds, Grand Royal Arch Capt . ; 

Comp . Ira Colburn Root, Grand Guard. 

past grand officers : 

The Af.\ A.*. William Wilson Traylor Past Grand High Priest ; 

“ M .\ E.\ Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 44 44 44 44 

“ M .\ E.\ Isaac Sutvbne Titus,. .. .* “ 44 44 14 

“ Ms . E.\ Georob Tuttle Grimes 44 44 44 4 4 

44 M .\ E.\ John Kirkpatrick, * 44 44 44 4 4 

44 M .\ E:. Charles Marsh 4 4 44 44 4 4 


And the representatives of thirty-five chartered Chapters, with dele- 
gates from one under dispensation, together with a number of Past 
High Priests, by service under this jurisdiction, entitled to seats. 
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The Grand High Priest filled the vacant stations by the appoint- 
ment of 

The Jf.\ R\ George Tuttle Grimes a s Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

1 * Jf>. Er . Thomas Hubbard Caswell as Grand King ; 

Comp. Wiley James Tinnin as Grand Captain qf the Host. 


And there being a sufficient representation present, the Grand 
Chapter of California was opened in ^ntple with prayer by the 

Grand Chaplain. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following committee — 

( Comp. William Wilson Traylor, 

On Credentials: < “ Powell Samuel Lawson, 

( “ William Thompson Lnther. 

After a brief recess the committee presented the following report 
of officers of the chartered Chapters, or their duly appointed proxies, 
and Past High Priests, by service within this jurisdiction, as being 
present and entitled to seats, viz : from 


San Francisco,.. No. 1,. 

Sonora No. 2,. 

Sacramento, No. 3, . . 


California , No. 5, .. 


Nevada, 

..No. 6,... 

Benicia, 

..No. 7,... 

Shasta 

, . .No. 9,... 

Sutter, 

...No. 11,... 

Washington , . 

. No. 13,... 

Howard, 

.. .No. 14,. . . 

Cyrus, 

...No. 15,... 


/ Theo. Ed. Smith, High Priest and Past High Priest ; 

3 Henry Jameson Burns, King ; 

( Louis Cohn, Past High Priest 
. .Alvin Bacon Preston, King and Past High Priest. 

) Powell Samuel Lawson, High Priest and Past H. P.; 
James Lawrence Enqlish, Past High Priest. 

John Francis Snow, High Priest ; 

Hiram Throop Graves, King ; 

Alprkd Coolidoe Waitt, Scribe ; 

Alexander Gurdon Abell, 

Charles Louis Wiggin, 

George Tuttle Grimes, 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

James La id ley, 

William Wilson Traylor, 

John Kirkpatrick, 

Thomas Kyle, 

) T allman Hathaway Rolfs, High Priest and P. H. P.; 

Thomas Hubbard Caswrli* Past High Priest. 

. . .Timothy Sage, High Priest 

{ Daniel Potter Bybtle, High Priest ; 

Joseph Isaacs, Past High Priest 
. .Henry Peck, High Priest and Past High Priest 
. . .Me yus A. Marcuse, King. 

) Henry Olp Weller, King ; 

William Alexander January, Past High Priest. 

. .John Morris Walbsidgs, proxy for all the officers. 


Past High Priests. 
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( Gboboe Hbikn Gilbsbt, High Priest and Past H. P. ; 

SL James No. 16 f ■! Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, King ; 

( Frederick Ferdinand Barss, Past High Priest. 

Ubahus •. .No. 17 .James Dods, Past High Priest. 

Grass Valley , No. 18, Reuben Leech, High Priest. 

Trinity No. 19, Wiley James Tinnin, High Priest and Past High P. 

Franklin, No. 20, Charles Fayette Lott, King and Past High Priest 

Sierra, No. 21, William Thompson Luther, High Priest and P. H. P. 

Petaluma No. 22, Benj. Franklin Tuttle, High Priest and Past H. P. 

Oliver No. 23, Ambrose Hall Cowden, proxy for all the officers. 

La FhyeUe, No. 24,. ... . .Richard Munt, High Priest and Past High Priest 


Georgetown No. 25. . . . 

Oakland No. 26,. . . 


I Henry Warren Russell, High Priest and Past H. P.; 

f George Mansfield Blake, High Priest ; 

]jbbe«.ab Blebs Whitchbb, [ Past Hi h Prieglg . 

I Benjamin Akerly. > 


Della, No. 27,. 

Stockton, No. 28,. 


Napa, 

...No. 30,. 

Martinez, 

..No. 31,. 

Los Angeles,. , 

. . .No. 33,. 

AUuras, 

.. No. 34,. 

Naval, 

. . .No. 35,, 

Alameda, 

...No. 36,. 

Siloam, 

. . .No. 37,. 

Santa Oruz 

...No. 38, 

Donner, 

. . .No. 39,. 

Temple, 

...No. 41, 

Chico, 

...No. 42, 

Solano, , 

...U. D.,. 


Benj. Franklin Myres, High Priest and Past H. P. 




Thomas Kent Hook, High Priest; 
Edward Richard Hedges, | «. . 

Isaac Sutvenb Titus, ( B 


Priests. 


Ralph Ellis, High Priest and Past High Priest ; 
Henry Hay Knapp, ) Past High Prie8ta . 
Robert Crouch, ) 


Thomas Allen Brown, Past High Priest 


{ John Quincy Adams Stanley, High Priest ; 

Henry Sayre Orms, King. 

. .Nathan Hosmer Stone, High Priest. 

. .Osgood Hilton, High Priest 


j Nathan Weston Spaulding, High Priest and P.H. P.; 
( Joseph Bonaparte Scotohler, Past High Priest. 

. .James Beverly Hodgdon, Scribe. 




.John Nelson Besse, High Priest and Past High Priest 
James H. Hoadley, High Priest. 

.Jambs Martin Rodgers, High Priest and Past H. P. 
Charles Lewis Pond, King and Past High Priest. 
William Sewall Wells, High Priest and Delegate ; 
A. F. Knorp, Delegate. 


Which report was concurred in, and the companions therein named 
were admitted to seats. 


Comp. Thomas Allen Brown, chairman of the Committee on Juris- 
prudence, was excused from further attendance upon the Grand Chap- 
ter at this Annual Convocation, important business requiring his 
presence elsewhere. 
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On motion , the reading of the minutes of the last Annual Convoca- 
tion was dispensed with, printed copies being supplied to the members. 

The Grand High Priest then delivered his Annual Address to the 
Grand Chapter of California, as follows : — 


Companions op the Grand Chapter of California 

The circumstances under which we assemble at this, oar Annual Convocation, are 
certainly most propitious. Peace and prosperity prevail throughout the land, and 
harmony and fraternity throughout our jurisdiction. During the past year nothing 
whatever has occurred to mar in the slightest degree that perfect accord ^hich • 
should ever exist amongst companions; but all seem actuated by the noble- fcpirit 
of emulation as to who shall best work and best agree. 

Immediately after the close of our last Convocation, J caused the Chapters which 
were chartered thereat to be duly constituted and their officers installed. For this 
purpose I specially deputized the M.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, Past Grand High Priest, 
to constitute Donner Chapter, No. 39 ; the 22.*. K\ Joseph Isaacs, Grand Scribe, to 
constitute Red Bluff Chapter, No. 40; the K\ John Nelson Bessr, High Priest, to 
constitute Temple Chapter, No. 41, and the E.\ George Clement Perkins, Past High 9 
Priest, to constitute Chico Chapter, No. 42; all of whom have made due reports of * 
their having performed the respective duties assigned them. 

I also took from the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer bonds for the faithfhl 
discharge of the duties of their respective offices ; which bonds I now present to the 
Grand Chapter. 

At the last Convocation I was authorized, either in person or by the appointment 
of a competent deputy, to investigate all matters in connection with the financial 
transactions of the Grand Secretary's office, and to take any measures I might deem 
necessary for the recovery of any portion of the deficit of that officer. Upon exam* 
ination it was found that the books of the Grand Chapter had not been written up 
for ten years, and that no record existed of the receipts and disbursements' of the 
Grand Secretary. The only entries to be found were those shown by the receipt and 
order books. It being impossible for me to make the necessary investigation in per- 
son, I deputized Comp. William E. Moodt, a competent accountant, to make a 
thorough investigation as to the receipts and disbursements of the late Grand Sec- 
retary, from the commencement to the termination of his official connection with the 
Grand Chapter, and to prepare a statement thereof. This he has done, under my 
superintendence and direction, and the result of his labors is presented herewith. 

From this statement it will be seen that the receipts acknowledged by the late 
Grand Secretary amount to the sum of $4l,CH9, whilst his actual receipts were 
$42,404, having received the sum of $1315, of which he had rendered no account. 

This $1315 was received by him in and after the year 1864, at which time it appears 
the defalcation commenced. The result shows that the various committees on 
finances since that date, until the last, did not thoroughly discharge their daty. 

Your last Committee on Finance reported the deficit, from the best information at 
their command at the time, to be $5777 17, but the thorough investigation which has 
been made shows that it # was $8594 81 ; $1000 of which was recovered during the 
last Convocation, and $422 30 has since been paid over to the present Grand Secre- 
tary, leaving the amount of the deficit $7172 31. Inquiry satisfied me that the pecu- 
niary situation of the late Grand Secretary was such that nothing further could 
possibly be obtained from him, and since then his physical constitution has become 
so completely shattered that, in my judgment, there is no hope that anything more 
will ever be recovered from him. Charges were preferred against him in the Lodge 
of which he was a member, and he now stands expelled from all the rights and priv- 
ileges of Masonry. The investigation showed that only the following subordinate 
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Chapters were in arrears: Sacramento , No. 3, in the stun of $184 ; and Libanus, No. 
17, in the snm of $65 ; both of which have settled in fall with the present Grand 
Secretary ; and Qpincy Chapter, No. 32, to which special reference will be made. 1 
wonld respectfully recommend that an appropriation be made to compensate Comp. 
Moody for his services in making the investigation, which I deemed it necessary 
should be thorough, in order that we might know precisely the relation of each of 
the subordinates pecuniarily to the Gran# Chapter. 

I have issued two dispensations for the forming and opening of new Chapters— 
one at Suisun City, Solano County, to be called Solano Chapter ; and one at Visalia, 
Tulare County, to be called Vtialia Chapter. The papers upon which these dispen- 
sations were issued will be laid before you by the Grand Secretary, in whose office I 
caused them to be filed. 

Donner Chapter, No. 39, haying failed, in consequence of the destruction of their 
hall by fire, to elect their officers at the time appointed by our Constitution, I issued 
to them on the first day of February last, a special dispensation authorizing them to 
hold an election on the sixth day of that month, at which time new officers wete 
chosen. 

I have approved various amendments to the By-Laws of subordinate Chapters, all 
relating either to the time of meeting or the subject of does. These will be laid 
before you by the Grand Secretary for your action thereon. 

Having been officially notified that Sonora Chapter, No. 2, at a stated meeting 
held on the 3lst day of May last, in order to carry out the design of the Grand 
Chapter, to consolidate Columbia Chapter,' No. 8, with that Chapter, had duly 
resolved that the meetings of the Chapter should be held in the hall occupied by 
Columbia Chapter, No. 8, for one year, and until the united membership of said 
Chapters should otherwise determine ; and that Columbia Chapter,* No. 8, at a stated 
meeting held on the fifth day of June last, had, for the same purpose, duly resolved 
to surrender its Charter, subject, to the provisions and requirements of the resolution 
of the Grand Chapter, I did, on the fourteenth day of August last, in order to effect the 
consolidation of said Chapters in accordance with the resolutions of the Grand Chap- 
ter, issue an order directed to whom it might concern, declaring the consolidation of 
Columbia Chapter, No. 8, with Sonora Chapter, No. 2, accepting the surrender of the 
charter of Columbia Chapter, No. 8, and authorizing the officers thereof to turn over 
its property of every description to Sonora Chapter, No. 2, and authorizing the last 
named Chapter to hold its meetings for one year, and until the united membership 
shall otherwise determine, in the hall which had been occupied by Columbia Chapter, 
No. 8. It affords me great pleasure to report to you that the anticipations of the 
companions particularly interested therein have been fully realized by the consolida- 
tion, and that the Chapter has had a season of unwonted prosperity. 

Upon two occasions, Comp. Wm. E. Moody, Grand Lecturer, not being able to 
respond to calls for instruction, I specially authorized the Mr. E.\ George T. Grimes, 
Past Grand High Priest, to visit and lecture the Chapters seeking instruction. These 
were Washington Chapter, No. 13, and Los Angeles Chapter, No. 33. 

Various questions have been submitted to me from subordinate Chapters and 
their officers, all of which were answered as speedily as possible. There are none, 
however, that I deem of sufficient importance to report specially to the Grand 
Chapter. 

I lay before you the report of the Grand Lecturer for the past year. Yon will 
observe that he expresses the opinion that the greater part of the subordinate Chap- 
ters are not working as prescribed by the Grand Chapter ; suggests that some means 
should be adopted to effect a uniformity of work, and makes some recommendations 
to that end. Withont endorsing the particular recommendations made, I would say 
that it is certainly very desirable that as complete a uniformity of work should be 
established and preserved as it is possible to accomplish. A continuance of perfect 
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uniformity is not to be expected without the most diligent and constant attention. 
Changes will occnr in its transmission, and withont nnremitted exertion in that direc- 
tion, in a few years the alterations become great I would respectfully call your 
attention to the subject, that you may, in your wisdom, adopt each measures as will 
be best calculated to accomplish so desirable an object 

The General Grand Chapter of the United States held its Twenty-First Triennial 
Convocation on the nineteenth day of September last. This Grand Chapter was rep- 
resented thereat by the Jf.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, Past Grand High Priest, as the 
proxy of all our officers entitled to seats in that august body. 

I have the pleasure to communicate to you the gratifying intelligence that the 
difficulties which have heretofore prevailed in the State of Delaware, growing out of 
the former existence in that State of bodies claiming to be Grand Chapters thereof, 
have been adjusted ; and that a Grand Chapter has been formed under the authority 
of the General Grand Chapter, to which all the subordinates in the State acknowledge 
allegiance— thus restoring entire harmony among the Royal Arch Masons of that 
jurisdiction. This was one of the States which had not recognized the authority of the 
General Grand Chapter. The Grand Chapter of Florida also, which had not previously 
recognized the authority of the General Grand Chapter, has accepted its invitation to 
become a constituent member thereof, and has resolved to bear in future allegiance 
thereto. It also appears that the Grand Chapters of the States of Iowa and Vermont 
have rescinded their acts of secession, and have returned to their allegiance. Similar 
action was proposed in the Grand Chapter of North Carolina, at its Convocation in 
1871, and will be taken up for final consideration in the Convocation of the present 
year. Should the action of North Carolina be favorable, which the proceedings in 
its last Convocation would indicate, the only Grand Chapters in the United States not 
acknowledging the authority of the General Grand Chapter will be those of Alabama, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Rhode Island, and Texas, which Beceded, and those of Pennsylva- 
nia and Virginia, which never recognized its authority. Active efforts are being made 
to bring all into the one fold, and the success of those efforts is but a question of time- 

The amendment to the Constitution making all Past Grand High Priests of the 
constituent Grand Chapters members of the General Grand Chapter, was adopted. 

Important action was also had relative to the ritual of the Royal Arch degree, 
which will be communicated to you by the M.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, Past Grand 
High Priest, who represented us at the Convocation. 

The resolution adopted by the General Grand Chapter, in 1856, recommending 
41 Grand Chapters and the subordinate Chapters under its jurisdiction to abridge the 
ceremonies of the Past Masters’ degree within the narrowest constitutional limits, only 
retaining the inducting of the candidate into the Oriental Chair, and the communicat- 
ing of the means of recogoitition,” was rescinded. 

I would call your special attention to the resolution adopted by the General Grand 
Chapter on the recommendation of its Finance Committee : 41 That the State Grand 
Chapters throughout the jurisdiction be requested to cause to be paid annually to 
the General Grand Secretary of this General Grand Chapter, the sum of one cent for 
each Royal Arch Mason borne upon the rolls of their subordinates at the date of their 
annual reports ; the fand bo created to bd used to defray the necessary expenses of 
the General Grand Chapter.” 

The General Grand Chapter also provided that substitutes in the Royal Arch 
degree may be authorized by Grand Chapters ; but at the same time they earnestly 
urge subordinate Chapters to use full classes of actual candidates, except in cases of 
emergency. Under this permission it is for this Grand Chapter to determine whether 
or not the subordinates in this jurisdiction shall be authorized to use substitutes. It 
is much to be regretted that Webb and his associates succeeded in establishing the 
present Chapter system of the United States, it being an entire innovation upon the 
body of Masonry as previously constituted ; but that system has been adopted, not 
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odIj by the Grand Chapters Which originally formed the General Grand Chapter, bat 
also, I believe, by those which did not acknowledge its authority. That the genius 
of the institution as now taught requires a full class of actual candidates, there can be 
no question. The only object in making use of substitutes is to hasten the advance- 
ment of the actual candidates ; and it may well be questioned whether such employ- 
ment, instead of impressing the candidates favorably with the sublimity of the work 
in which they are engaged, has not directly *the effect of detracting from the exalted 
character of the degree. What is it to wait weeks, months, or even years for the 
degree ? The fact that it is difficult to be obtained— that time and preparation are 
necessary will only enhance its value— whilst hastening its reception, by the use of 
means foreign to its teachings, is only calculated to cheapen it. If you should deter- 
mine to allow the use of substitutes in any case, I would respectfully recommend that 
provision be made that they shall only be used upon a dispensation being obtained 
therefor from the Grand High Priest. The General Grand Chapter earnestly urges 
the use of full classes of actual candidates, except in cases of emergency ; and 
experience has taught us all that subordinates are too apt to conceive every case 
where a candidate is ready for a degree, to be one of emergency, and if they are to 
be the judges, the use of substitutes will be unrestricted. If, however, a dispensa- 
tion shall be required, the Grand High Priest can determine, from all the facts and 
circumstances which it will be necessary to lay before him, whether the case is one 
calling for the exercise of his dispensing power. 

In January last, I received from the Grand Master of Masons in California, the Af,*. 
W.\ Leonidas G. Pratt, an invitation to the Grand Chapter to attend at the cere- 
mony of the laying of the corner-stone of the new City Hall of the City and County 
of San Francisco, on the 22d day of February last, which invitation I accepted on 
behalf of the Grand Chapter, and caused all the officers and members and subordinate 
Chapters of our jurisdiction to be notified thereof and invited to attend. The cere- 
mony was very interesting ; and though the attendance of the Masonic Fraternity 
was very large, that of the Grand Chapter was so small, a quorum not being in 
attendance, that it was not opened. The companions, however, took the place 
assigned them in the procession. 

All the subordinate Chapters under our jurisdiction are in a healthy and prosperous 
condition, except Quincy Chapter, No. 32. From that Chapter no returns have been 
received since 1870, and communications directed to the officers thereof, by our 
Grand Secretary, elicit no response. It would appear that owing to the removal of 
many of the companions, members of the Chapter, a sufficient number to constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, are not now residents of the vicinity of 
Quincy, its place of meeting ; and though an election for officers was regularly held 
at the stated meeting next preceding the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist, in 1870, 
yet the officers then elected have never been installed ; neither has any meeting of the 
Chapt r been held since that time. I have been unwilling to arrest the charter of 
the Chapter, as I possessed the constitutional authority to do in my discretion upon 
this state of facts, because members of the Chapter who are residents of Susanville 
inXhe county of Lassen, have been desiro ns that the place of meeting of the Chapter 
should be changed from Quincy to Susanville, at which point, they feel confident, 
the Chapter would not only be sustained, but flourish. Efforts have been directed 
to securing a meetin g of the Chapter, that the officers last elected might be installed 
and a resolution passed requesting the Grand Chapter to change the place of meeting 
as proposed ; but owing to the lengthened illness of Comp. John S. Ward, of Susan- 
ville, a member of the Chapter who was directing those efforts, a meeting has not yet 
been secured. In this state of facts I would respectfully recommend that the Grand 
Chapter change the place of meeting of the Chapter from Qnincy to Susanville, and 
that the Grand High Priest elect be authorized to take such measures in his discre- 
tion as will secure a meeting of the Chapter at the place last named, and an election 
and installation of new offioers. 
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I take great pleasure in acknowledging to yon the kindness and consideration of 
John P. Jackson, Esq., President of the California Pacific Railroad, and of the Hon. 
Leland Stanford, President of the Central Pacific and Southern Pacific Railroads, 
and subsequently of the California Pacific also, in extending to me, as your Grand 
High Priest, the courtesy of free passes over all their railroad and steamboat routes 
in the State. 

Having thus presented a written report of all my official acts during the past year, 
and of the condition of Royal Arch Masonry within our jurisdiction, together with 
such recommendations as I deem conducive to the prosperity and advancement of the 
Order, I close, trusting that nothing may occur to disturb in the sligliest degree the 
harmony of our deliberations, and that they may be productive .of nothing but benefit 
to the Craft. 

JAMES LAWRENCE ENGLISH, 

Grand High Priest. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Address of the Grand High Priest 
should be referred to a special committee of three. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest named as such committee — 

( Comp. Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, 

On Address of Grand High Priest : < “ George Heim Gilbert, 

( “ Charles Lewis Pond. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, from the Committee on Correspond- 
ence, presented the following report, the reading of which was dis- 
pensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies : — 


2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Correspondence respectfully report that the transactions of 
the following Grand Chapters have been received, viz : — 


Alabama, 

. . .for Dec.,. . 

..1870 

Mississippi, 

for Jan., .. 

. 1871 

Canada, 

..." Aug.,.. 

..1871 

Missouri, 

41 Oct., .. 

..1871 

Connecticut, 

. . . 44 May, .. 

..1871 

Nebraska, 

“ June,.. 

.1871 

Delaware, 

. .. “ Jan., .. 

..1871 

New Hampshire,... 

44 May, . . 

..1871 

District of Columbia, 44 May, . . 

..1870 

New Jersey,.... 

41 Sept, . . 

. 1871 

Florida 

. . . *‘ Jan., . 

..1871 

New York, 

44 Feb.,.. 

. .1871 

Georgia, 

. . . “ April. 

..1871 

North Carolina,. . 

14 June,.. 

. 1871 

Illinois, 

... 44 Oct,. 

. 1870 

Nova Scotia 

44 April,-. 

..1871 

Iowa, 

4 1 it 

..1871 

Ohio, 

44 Sept.,. 

..1871 

Kansas, 

u it 

..1871 

Oregon, 

44 June,.. 

..1871 

Kentucky, 

U II 

..1871 

Pennsylvania, 

<< 

..1870 

Louisiana, 

... 44 Feb.,. 

..1871 

Rhode Island, 

44 Mar.,.. 

..1871 

Maine, 

.... “ May,. 

..1871 

South Carolina,. . 

44 Feb.,.. 

..1871 

Maryland 

... 44 Nov.,. 

..1871 

Tennessee, 

44 Nov.,.. 

..1871 

Massachusetts, . . . 

. . . 44 Dec.,. 

. . 1870 

Texas, 

44 June, . 

..1871 

Minnesota 

. .. 44 Jan., . 

..1871 

Wisconsin, 

44 Jan., .. 

..1871 


— And also those of the General Grand Chapter at its twenty-first Triennial Convoca- 
tion held in the city of Baltimore, in the month of September, 1871. 

It affords your committee great pleasure to report that the transactions of all 
the Grand Chapters reviewed by them bear evidence of continued prosperity and 
euccess ; and even from those States where so lately the desolating hand of war, 
with fire and sword, laid waste their tabernacles and destroyed their altars, come to 
ns the glad tidings that peace and prosperity once more prevail. Laos Deo. 
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O-ENERAXi GRAND CHAPTER. 

The General Grand Chapter of the United States of America held its twenty-first 
Triennial Convocation in the City of Baltimore, commencing on Tuesday, September 
nineteenth, A. L. 2401, A. D. 1871, the M.\ E.\ Jambs M. Austin, General Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the U.\ E:. John D. Caldwell, of Ohio, being General 
Grand Secretary. Twenty nine Grand Chapters were represented at the opening, 
being an increase of seven upon the number represented at the last Trfennlal Con- 
vocation. The absentees were Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Oregon, and Texas. 

The Goner 1 Grand High Priest delivered an able and interesting address, the 
most of which is of general interest to the Craft and particularly interesting to Cali- 
fornians, as showing the progress and condition of Royal Arch Masonry in our 
neighboring States and Territories. Although somewhat lengthy, we feel assured 
that our companions will excuse us for making liberal extracts from bo excellent a 
paper 

Most Excellent and Right Excellent Companions : At the close of another 
triennial period in the history of this venerable body— a period which I may be al- 
lowed to remark has been fraught with more encouraging circumstances, having in 
view its future stability and prosperity, than any other similar time — I offer you my 
personal and official greeting, and feel that I am but expressing your sentiments 
when 1 say, that our most devout acknowledgments and thanks are due to the Father 
of all Mercies, not only for the protection afforded to our labors, but that on this 
occasion so many of us are spared to unite in the duties of this Convocation. I 
greet and welcome you, coraiiu from every part of the broad domain of our common 
country, to this beautiful city, once the home of the devoted and lamented Gilman, 
and express the hope that his spirit and the interests committed to our care, may 
preside during our meeting and incite us to labor, that out of our deliberations may 
come a determination to make deeper and broader our foundations, and so correct 
the lines of our building that generations yet to come may admire its symmetry, and 
be encouraged in their efforts for its perpetuation. I greetyou as the representatives 
not only of the Royal Craft, but a9 having in charge the honor and continuance of its 
national organization ; as bound by the very fact of your appointment and presence 
here, to rightly appreciate the value of that organization, and to devote your efforts 
to such measures as may tend to increase its influence as one of the leading Masonic 
powers in the world, around which are grouped the various organizations under your 
immediate direction, and to which they look for such guidance as may tend best to 
make their zeal effective, and promote and magnify the character of Royal Arch 
Masonry. 

I have great pleasure in being able to say to you, that not only have peace and 
harmony prevailed among us during the interval since our last meeting, out that a 
more correct appreciation of the merits of an organization embracing every part of 
the Republic, and equally efficacious in the North, the South, the East, and the West, 
has prevailed ; that not only have we increased and multiplied with equal pace from 
the lakes to the gulf and between the two oceans, but that your government now in- 
cludes companions whose homes are in far-off lands and in the distant isles of the 
sea, and who, in those homes, raise the living arch, where, but a brief time since, 
the worship of false gods and the observances of heathenism held sway ; and I urge 
upon you to remember, in your deliberations, the serious nature of the trust reposed 
in you, the vast interests that depend upon your wise use of the opportunities now 
at your disposal. 

After paying a fraternal tribute to the memory of Fbbnoh, Penn, and Hillyer, 
he says : — 

At the last Triennial Convocation, in September, 1868, certain matters were in- 
trusted to your General Grand High Priest, with power to determine the Bame. 

Among the first to demand my attention was, to examine into the condition of the 
Grand Chapter of Delaware, and, if found to be a legal Grand Chapter, to have the 
same enrolled nnder the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, as requested by 
the companions of Delaware. 

Having been solicited to visit Wilmington, for the purpose of instituting St. John's 
Chapter, which had been chartered by this body at its last Convocation, I did so on 
the 19th day of October, 1868, and, having instituted said Chapter, embraced that 
opportunity to fully investigate the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in the State, 
and for that purpose 1 held interviews with some of the most prominent Royal Arch 
Masons in the jurisdiction. From those companions, and from the records, I ascer- 
tained that there had existed in Delaware no regular Grand Chapter since the year 
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1866, at which time the original Grand Chapter ceased to meet and elect Grand Offi- 
cers. I ascertained that there had Been a “ Convocation of Royal Arch Masons ” at 
Dover, in 1859, at which meeting but one Chapter in the three then existing in that 
State waa legally represented. At that irregular “ Convocation ” an election was 
had, Comp. Georgb W. Chattor being elected Grand High Priest. No other Con- 
vocation of the (so-called) Grand Chapter was held until January, 1868, a period of 
nine years. Daring this time Comp. Chattor claimed to be Grand High Priest, bat 
he persistfntly refused to assemble the Craft in Grand Convocation. Some three or 
four years subsequent to the meeting of 1859, a difficulty having arisen between 
Comp. Chattor and the other members of Washington and La Fayette Chapter, No. 
1, of which he was then High Priest, he, in his capacity of Grand High Priest, de- 
clared the said Chapter suspended— thereby placing himself in the anomalous posi- 
tion of a self-suspended Royal Arch Mason ; that is, provided he possessed any pow- 
ers as Grand High Priest. 

At the meeting in January, 1868, there was simply an assemblage of Royal Arch 
Masons, no one of whom claimed to act in a representative capacity. Comp. Chat- 
tor was present, but he refused to open a Grand Chapter, giving as a reason that his 
Chapter was under suspension, and therefore there were but two Chapters left in the 
State. Thereupon the assemblage resolved itself into a “ Royal Arch Convention,” 
and proceeded to elect Grand Officers and to adopt a Constitution, and this was the 
body which made application at the last Convocation of the General Grand Chapter 
to be recognized as the “ Grand Chapter of the State of Delaware.” 

With these facts before me, there was but one conclusion to which I could legiti- 
mately arrive. Accordingly, on the ‘20th of October, 1868, 1 issued an edict, declar- 
ing that any legal existence heretofore attaching to a Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the State of Delaware had ceased ; that said State Grand Chapter no longer existed; 
and that the several Chapters heretofore holding under it had become dormant from 
non-user and other reasons, and that, by the fact of the cessation of the Grand Chap- 
ter of the State of Delaware, all semblance of lawful governmental authority in that 
State had ceased, and the territory bad become Masonically vacant; and therefore 
the authority of the General Grand Chapter of the United States did, of right, ob- 
tain, and was in full force and effect in said State of Delaware. 

Thereupon, I did order and direct that the three Chapters which had formerly 
held under the Grand Chapter of Delaware, should be received and recognized as 
lawful Royal Arch Chapters, under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, 
with authority to resume and continue work under the warrants then held by them, 
until the pleasure of the General Grand Chapter was made known, or a State Grand 
Chapter was formed. 

On the 9th day of January, 1869, upon application duly made, and under the 
power and authority vested in me by the Constitution of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, I issued an edict granting permission for the formation of a Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of the State of Delaware ; and upon the 20th day of January, 
1869, the legal representatives of the four Chapters in said State assembled iu Con- 
vention at Dover, and proceeded to organize in due form a Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for said State of Delaware, and to adopt a Constitution for the govern- 
ment thereof. I availed myself of an invitation to be present at said Convention, 
and had the honor of installing the newly-elected Grand Officers ; and T did then and 
there receive and welcome the said Grand Body into the family of Grand Chapters. 
Subsequently, to wit, on the 30th of January, 1869, 1 did, by special edict, order and 
direct that said Grand Chapter of the State of Delaware be enrolled under the juris- 
diction of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and be hailed and recog- 
nized accordingly. 

We have quoted this portion of the General Grand High Priest’s Address in fall, 
for the reason that the course pursued in the formation of the Grand Chapter of Del- 
aware has been bitterly animadverted upon in certain quarters where love for the 
General Grand Chapter is not extensively cherished, and we are glad of the oppor- 
tunity to place before our readers the facts in the case as represented by the General 
Grand High Priest 

The following decision was announced: M. F. Truett, a “ Past Master Mason,” 
was expelled from all his rights and privileges as such, by Helena Chapter, U. D. 
Truett appealed to the General Grand Chapter, which body referred the matter to 
the General Grand High Priest, with power to act The decision of that officer is 
coached in the following language : — 

From the documents placed in my hands, I became satisfied that there had been 
great irregularities committed in the proceedings daring the trial of the accused, 
which would have warranted the setting aside of the verdict ; but my decision was 
based upon the principle that a Chapter U. D., being but a “ temporary and inchoate 
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body,’* which exists only daring the will* and pleasure of the Grand Officer who 
brought it into being, and which he may dissolve at any time. It possesses no pow- 
er to try or discipline its members. It was therefore ordered that the proceedings 
of Helena Royal Arch Chapter, U. EL, in expelling M. F. Tkuxtt from his rights and 
privileges as a “ Past Master Mason,” be set aside as irregular, and be declared noil 
and void ; and that said brother be restored to all his rights and privileges of a 
Past Master Mason, and to the position which he held in said Chapter at the time 
said charges were preferred against him. 

Wa are perfectly well aware of the futility of discharging the feeble catapult of 
of oar dissent against the mighty bulwark of a General Grand High Priest’s decis- 
ion, especially when that decision is final and admits of no appeal ; but to dissent is 
the privilege of the hnmblest, and we wish most respectfully bat emphatically to 
jilace upon that decision the stamp of oar disapproval. We can not agree with the 
General Grand High Priest that a Chapter U.D. is a “ temporary and inchoate body.” 
It has, for the time being, a complete organization, and possesses all the powers and 
prerogatives of a chartered and duly constituted Chapter, so far as the making of 
Royal Arch Masons is concerned ; and we hold that a body having the power to 
make Masons, should have power to discipline or unmake them when found to be 
unworthy. It is true that a Chapter U. D. “ exists only daring the will and pleasure 
of the Grand Officer who brought it into being ” ; but the same rule will apply to a 
chartered Chapter, which can exist only during the will and pleasure of the Grand 
Body whose creature it is, and whose existence may even be temporarily stifled by 
the Grand High Priest himself during the intervals of the Convocations of the Grand 
Chapter. Had the General Grand High PrieBt taken the trouble to consult us in the 
matter, we should have advised him to reverse the action of that Chapter upon the 
ground of the irregularities in the proceedings at the trial, rather than in accordance 
with a principle so unsound as that upon which he acknowledges his decision to have 
been based. 

In the report of the committee to whom the Address of the General Grand High 
Priest is referred, the matter is thus briefly disposed of 

The matter of the Grand Chapter of Delaware and the case of M. F. Truett, were 
referred by the General Grand Chapter at its last Convocation to the M.\ E.\ Gen- 
eral Grand High Priest, with power, and, therefore, his action in the premises is final. 

The committee express no opinion as to the correctness of the decision. 

He reports having issued the following dispensations to form and open new Chap- 
ters since the last Triennial Convocation : To Seattle Chapter, at Seattle, Washing - 
ington Territory; Wyoming Chapter, at Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory; Cyrus 
Chapter, at Silver City, Idaho Territory ; Boise Chapter, at Boise City, Idaho Terri- 
tory; Honolulu Chapter, at Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands; Keystone Chapter, at 
Shanghai, China; White Pine Chapter, at Hamilton, Nevada; Walla WaUa Chap- 
ter, at Walla Walla, Washington Territory ; and Pueblo Chapter, at Pueblo, Colo- 
rado Territory. 

In answer to a question, he decides “ that the General Grand Chapter has never 
ceased to exist, and continues the existence it has always hold.” He reports that 
Florida has united with the family of Grand Chapters under the general head, and 
that Iowa, Vermont, and North Carolina have returned to their allegiance. He 
makes an eloquent and able appeal to the companions for the continuance of the 
General Grand Body, which doubtless had its effect, as the report of the committee 
recommending its continuance was adopted ; and we sincerely hope that, before an- 
other Triennial Convocation shall be holden, every Grand Chapter in the Union will 
be enlisted under one banner, and that the General Grand Chapter, taking a “ new 
departure,” will make its influence felt for good throughout the Masonic world. 

On the proposition to abolish the degree of “ Past Master,” four States only voted 
jn the affirmative, viz: Kansas, Missouri, Ohio, ahd Tennessee — Ohio casting two 
affirmative and two negative votes. 

The amendment to the Constitution, making all Past Grand High Priests of State 
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Grand Chapters members of the General Grand Chapter, was adopted. The follow- 
ing resolutions were wisely adopted, by a vote of ninety-one to thirty 

Resolved, That this General Grand Chapter decides that the nse of substitutes is 
not in violation of the ritual of Royal Aren Masonry, or the installation charges de- 
livered to a High Priest, and that substitutes may be authorized by Grand Chapters 
working under this jurisdiction. 

Resolved, That while such is the interpretation of the ritual and installation charges 
bv this Grand Body, Chapters are fraternally and earnestly urged to use full classes 
of actual candidates, except in cases of emergency, for the best interests of Royal 
Arch Masonry. 

The resolution adopted by the General Grand Chapter at its Triennial Convoca- 
tion held at Hartford, in 1856, recommending Grand Chapters and the subordinate 
Chapters under its jurisdiction to abridge the ceremonies of the Past Master’s de- 
gree within the narrowest constitutional limits, only retaining the inducting of the 
candidate into the Oriental Chair and the communicating of the means of recogni- 
tion,” was rescinded. We are glad to learn that this embargo upon the solemn and 
impressive ceremonies of the Past Master’s degree is thus removed, and that, in fu- 
tore, candidates may enjoy the full benefit of the important lessons taught in this 
interesting degree. 

A resolution was adopted taxing the State Grand Chapters the sum of one cent 
for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon the rolls of their subordinates, to defray the 
necessary expenses of the General Grand Chapter. 

Comp. Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, was elected General Grand High Priest; 
Comp. Elbert English, of Arkansas, Deputy General Grand High Priest ; Comp. 
Charles H.'Orr, of Maryland, General Grand King ; and California was honored by 
the election of our well-beloved Comp. Charles Marsh, Past Grand High Priest, as 
General Grand Scribe. We trust that Comp. Marsh will bear his “ blushing honors ” 
meekly, and that the “ solid chunks of wisdom ” which he must have acquired from 
his late association with the great Masonic lights of the Union may be disseminated 
for the benefit of his less favored companions. 

Comp. Christopher G. Fox web elected General Grand Secretary ; address, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 

ALABAMA 

The Grand Chapter of Alabama held its forty-fourth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Montgomery, commencing on the sixth day of December, 1870, the M.\ E.\ 
H.Clay Armstrong, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Daniel Sayre being 
Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest represents the condition of the Royal Craft 
as flourishing throughout the jurisdiction : ** Peace, prosperity and harmony,” he says, 
“prevail, and the lights are burning brightly upon our altars.” 

He pays a glowing tribute to the memory of the Rs. K\ Companion E. M. Hast- 
ings, who tor twenty years had been Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter, and who 
died on the 20th day of May, 1870. 

Sundry decisions are rendered, in all of which we heartily concur, and we desire to 
ejaculate an especial amen to the following paragraph : — 

The power to grant dispensations is a prerogative not to be lightly exercised— cer- 
tainly not merely for the convenience of individuals, but only in cases of necessity 
clearly made out, and when it is made manifest that the good of the Craft would be 
promoted thereby. 

One dispensation was granted to form a new Chapter, and one special dispensa- 
tion to a Chapter to hold an election for officers at a time other than that prescribed 
by the Constitution. 

The attention of the Grand Chapter is called to the fact that a Past Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Michigan had been suspended by a subordinate Chap, 
ter for violating an edict of that Grand Body relative to the circulation of keys. The 
Grand High Priest thinks all such offenders should be expelled. We concur. The 
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tendency of the age is manifestly toward Masonry made easy, and if this tendency is 
not checked by the strong hand of authority, the result will be most disastrous. We 
have often heard of these so-called keys, but we have never seen one, nor have any, 
to our knowlege, been circulated in this State ; a dealer in such wares would speedily 
come to the conclusion that this is an excellent country to emigrate from. 

The following question from a subordinate Chapter eras referred to a special com- 
mittee at the last Annual Convocation : “ Has the Grand Chapter either the right or 
the power to compel the observance of any ceremony in conflict with any conscien- 
tious scruples of any party against whom it is proposed to be enforced ? ” The com- 
mittee submitted their report, and, as some discussion has ^pen had upon this point 
in our own jurisdiction, and the report of the committee coincides exactly with our 
•views, we give it entire 

“The committee will not consider this as an abstraction, but practically as con- 
nected with the case upon which the inquiry is predicated, and out of which it arises. 

“It would be ruinous to our masonic oganization, and introduce anarchy and confu- 
sion, to allow subordinate officers to disregard the work and ceremonies established 
by the Grand Body to which such officer, when he becomes a Mason, as well as at the 
period of his installation, pledges cheerful obedience. The distinction between the 
principal officer or body, and the subordinate, must be preserved, or the organiza- 
tion must fail. If a party in conforming to the behests of the Grand Chapter under 
which he is working, imagines that it involves a matter of principle to which he is 
conscientiously opposed, he may refuse to conform to it at the peril of being tried 
for recusancy ; and if the Chapter to which he belongs allows its officers, respective- 
ly, to be the judges of the work, and whether it squares with their respective consci- 
entious scruples, thus disregarding the work of the Grand Chapter, which alone has 
the right to declare what the work shall be, .when in session, and the enforcement of 
which during the vacation between its convocations it entrusts to the most Excellent 
Grand High Priest, the Chapter itself becomes recusant, and is liable to be dealt with 
by the Grand Chapter. 

Your committee deem this a sufficient response to the inquiry presented to them; 
onlv adding, that Masonry, when properly understood, in none of its departments 
makeR any requisition which contravenes the enlightened consciences of men.” 

The report on correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. P. J. Pillans, and 
presents an interesting resume of the proceedings of thirty-four Grand Chapters, our 
own included. Comp. Pillans makes his conge as if it were his intention to lay 
down the pen, and surrender to other hands the labor which he has for several years 
so faithfully performed ; we hope if our worthy companion has come to this determ- 
ination, that he may be induced to reconsider it, for we can ill afford to lose from the 
field of correspondence a writer of Bro. Pillar’s experience and ability. Sixty-two 
chartered Chapters are borne upon the roll, with an aggregate membership of 
tweuty-one hundred and eighty-four. The Convocation occupied three days, and the 
Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. 

CANADA. 

The Grand Chapter of Canada held its fourteenth Annual Convocation in the city 
of Hamilton, on the ninth day of August, A. D. 1871, the AT.*, E.\ T. Douglas Har- 
rington, Grand Z., presiding, the R.\ E.\ Thomas Bird Harris being Grand Scribe 
E., or Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Z., in his Address, represents the condition of Royal Arch Masonry as 
most satisfactory; and judging from the reports of the Grand Superintendents of the 
several districts, we think our Canadian Companions have reason to congratulate 
themselves upon the flourishing state of the Order in that jurisdiction. The Grand Z. 
alludes to the unfortunate difficulties and complications arising from the establishment 
of the Grand Lodge of Quebec in the following language: — 

I think of but one other subject which I conceive it to be my duty to allude to. 
Last year I had to do so. I mean the unfortunate difficulty connected with Craft Ma- 
sonry in the Province of Quebec, and which, it is greatly to be lamented, nas not yet 
been satisfactorily terminated, as all true Masons must wish and pray for. Of course 
you all know to what my present allusion points, and this continued discord and state 
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of misunderstanding is exercising baneful influence on our Order. Royal Arch Ma- 
sonry is indirectly affected by It, and it is well calculated to do, and is doing injury in 
many ways. That the Grand Lodge of Quebec is an accomplished fact, it would be 
absurd to ignore. It has been unconditionally recognized by some twenty-three 
Grand Lodges already, and that other Grand Bodies will pursue a like course, I enter- 
tain no doubt. This is not a question for Grand Chapters to disenss, but it is my duty 
to inform you that I received^ very courteous and fraternal communication in my ca- 

E acity of your Grand First Principal, from the M. VV. Grand Master of Quebec, who 
i likewise a member of high standing of this Grand Chapter, notifying officially the 
existence of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and seeking for amicable and free inter- 
course, to which I replied in a similar spirit; and these letters are, of course, ready 
to be laid before you. Ijtm quite without information from the Grand Lodge of Can- 
ada. I had given to mePfrom more than one quarter, clear testimony that bitter feel- 
ings were beginning to be engendered among our Itoyal Arch Masons, at Montreal 
especially, and that, greatly to their discredit, they were threatening to use, if not 
actualy doing so, the ballot-box as an instrument of strife! This I was resolved to 
render nugatory if possible, so far as Capitular Masonry was concerned, and it was 
partly in consequence of this that 1 granted dispensations for the two new Chapters 
in that city, the respective petitions coming to me from companions on the one part 
favorable, and the other hostile to the Grand Lodge of Quebec. I believe I did right, 
and that I am justified by the result. 

Of coarse, an Address of this kind is not the document for the insertion of de- 
tails— going bpfore the outside world as it will do like its predecessors— and I would 
probably have been silent on the subject, only that as the principle of having a Grand 
Lodge for each Province of the Dominion has, we all know, been in a measure 
acknowledged and assented to, it really becomes simply a question of time as to the 
formation of separate Grand Chapters, and when the limit of our jurisdiction will be 
still more curtailed. It is the wisest course to look this contingency full in the face, 
and when that time does arrive, carry out the change in a truly Masonic and fraternal 
way— giving and receiving, bearing and forbearing, making mutual concessions if 
needful, and avoiding heartburnings aud strife, scorning wordy warfare, but willing 
instead God speed and prosperity to all concerned. 

It is marvellous to me that any Royal Arch Mason can so far forget that (in my 
eyes) tl ne plus ultra ” obligation which he has voluntarily pledged himself to fulfil as 
a Master Mason, as to lose sight of the Five Points of Fellowship especially, and their 
full and entire significance, and more particularly when we call to mind that the Royal 
Arch is said to be the perfection of the third degree of Craft Masonry. 

If but the half has been said in bitterness that is reported to have been uttered, 
in consequence of the Quebec difficulties, which after all originated in a difference of 
opinion, it is a discredit to the parties using such language, aud a scandal to Mason- 
ry — that is all I can say— -and I thus record my conviction/’ 

We cannot see the propriety of discussing the merits of this much vexed ques- 
tion in the Grand Chapter; on the contrary, we fear such a course will have a tendency 
to introduce a disturbing element into the now harmonious Councils of the Royal 
Craft, and engender there those feelings of bitterness which now unfortunately appear 
to exist in the halls of the symbolic Lodges. We agree with the committee to whom 
was referred the Address of the Grand Z., who in the closing paragraph of their re- 
port, say : — 

“Your Committee are of opinion that no good object can be secured by the discus- 
sion in this Grand Chapter of the difficulties thus unhappily existing,, or of their 
causes; but they would desire to urge upon all members of Grand Chapter, in their 
individual capacity as Masons, to use their influence and counsel towards the restora- 
tion of thorough and complete Masonic harmony in the Province of Quebec, that our 
Masonic edifice may indeed be complete, and that the capestone of Peace may crown 
the Arch of Masonry with all its attendant blessings — and that Peace, Love and Har- 
mony, may ever prevail amongst all our members. 

We devoutly hope, that before the Grand Chapter of Canada shall hold its next 
Annual Convocation, all existing difficulties will have been settled and Peace and 
Harmony prevail. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. Henry Robertson, and 
i s an able review of the proceedings of thirty-one Grand Chapters, including California 
for 1871. 

By the tabular statement from returns for the year 1871, it appears that the 
number of Chapters now on the roll is 44 ; represented in Grand Chapter, 39 ; regis- 
trations and exaltations, 352; joinings, 69; withdrawals, 79; suspensions, 11; 
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deaths, 21 ; members on roll of Chapters, 1814. Receipts for the year, $1615 91 ; 
expenditures, $754 63 ; balance, $861 28. Previous balance on hand, $1327 07. Leav- 
ing cash now on hand, $2188 35. 

The Grand Z. and the Grand Scribe E. were laoth reelected. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Semi-annnal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut was held in 
the city of Meriden on the first ‘day of November, 1870. Twenty -two Chapters were 
represented, and the work and lectures in the several degrees were exemplified un- 
der the supervision of the Grand Officers. No business of general interest was 
transacted. % 

The seventy-third Annual Convocation was held in the city of New Haven, com- 
mencing on the ninth day of May, 1871,— the Ms. Er. John H. Barlow, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the Rs. Es. Joseph K. Wheeler being Grand Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, says : “ I have the pleasure to inform you 
that since our last annual convocation nothing has occurred to mar the harmony and 
prosperity of the several Chapters in this jurisdiction ; all, so far as I have been able 
to learn, are pursuin ' the even tenor of their way, dispensing Masonic light and 
knowledge to the worthy and well qualified.” He notices in appropriate terms the 
death of the venerable Comp. Eliphalbt G. Storks, who for nearly a quarter of a 
century filled the office of Grand Secretary, and says : “ His voice and pen are si- 
lent; but in the annals of Masonry in Connecticut it can be truly said, He being dead, 
yet speaketh.” 

The reports of the Deputy Grand High Priest. Grand King, and Grand Scribe 
show that the Royal Craft in Connecticut is in a flourishing and prosperous condition. 

The thanks of the Grand Chapter were voted to the Grand High Priest for the 
zealous and faithful manner in which he had discharged the duties of his high office. 

The report of th 2 Finance Committee shows a balance in the treasury of $403 23. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pe* of Comp. Luke A. Lock- 
wood, and is an able and interesting review of the transactions of thirty-six Grand 
Chapters, California for 1870 being among the number. He speaks of the assump- 
tion of jurisdiction over the Cryptic degrees by the Grand Chapter of Canada, quot- 
ing the following portion of the Grand High Priest’s Address : — 

And while on this topic. I have to suggest to Grand Chapters to consider the 
necessity and propriety of working the degrees of “ Royal and Select Masters,” as 
practiced in the United States of America, and known as “Cryptic” Masonry. 
These degrees should seem to be proper appendages to Grand Chapter and Royal 
Arch Masonry, and are interesting, if not absolutely necessary. But it would obvi- 
ously be preferable for Grand Chapter at once to assume the government, and grant 
warrants, which action, when three or more subordinate Councils spring into life, 
will result in the regular organization of a Grand Council for Quebec and Ontario, 
and thus place the degrees on a correct aud prosperous footing. 

Of the above somewhat singular recommendation he says : — 

This is certainly a novel way of organizing a Grand Council. The Grand Chapter 
assumes the government of degrees unknown, to it, grants warrants, and forms at 
least three Councils, and then, presto change — the illegitimate children repudiate 
their parent and establish a sovereign body of their own. Such unnatural assump- 
tion should meet with just such a reward. 

Why not let the warrants for Councils be obtained from the legitimate governing 
power of Cryptic Masonry and then form a new Council? As well might a Grand 
Lodge assume control of Capitular Masonry, issue warrants for Chapters, and when 
these have thus sprung into being they cau form a Grand Chapter. 

In reviewing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, 
he mildly rebukes Comp. Mason for some of his wild utterances, as follows 

We wish our excellent companion had omitted his, to say the least, ungracious 
notice of two of our New York companions, both of whom are widely known and 
esteemed in every jurisdiction. We trust it was but a passing cloud, and believe our 
companion now wishes it were unwritten. We cannot commend the following : — 

“ Having read more than forty addresses of Grand High Priests at the opening of 
Annual Convocations, we have been struck with the decided similarity of ideas, and 
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particularly with the opening sentences. Several of them have an opening salutato- 
ry to the Craft, couched in whining cant and commonplace platitudes, such as have 
been handed down with traditional accuracy from time immemorial. Nine have the 
opening substantially the same, and five have it c erbafim et literatim. If the man is 
living who invented the original Grand High Priest's address, and he will write to us, 
we will get him a patent for his invention in the U. 8. Pateut Office here, to prevent 
others from stealing his thunder. If he is dead, and it is conceded that the address 
killed him, let his heirs apply. The author will unquestionably say, — 

“ ‘ He steals my purse steals trash ; 

Tvras mine, ’tis his ; it has neen food for thousands; 

Bat he that robe me of my whining cant 

Takes what enriches not himself, bat makes me poor indeed.’ ” 

We think this stricture unjust and wholly uncalled for. The addresses which we 
have read have surprised us in the ability, fervor, intelligence, and eloquence dis- 
played. That there should be a similarity in expression, by different persons upon 
the same subject-matter, is not to be wondered at, but to call the usual recognition 
of the goodness and watchful care of the Great 1 Am, and the usual congratulations 
of companions “whining cant” or “common-place platitudes” is a sad abuse of 
terms. 

Will not our distinguished companion, happily residing so near the Patent Office 
and the office of Librarian of Congress, immortalize his genius for originality by pre- 
paring something in the way of a Grand High Priest’s address, the like of which has 
never been seen or heard ? We assure him a patent or copyright, either of them, 
will amply protect him from theft and piracy. 

We rejoice with him on the completion of the Masonic Temple at Washington, 
and believe a “ Royal Arch welcome will there be extended to all.” 

He refers to Comp. Cokson, of New Jersey, in the following kindly terms: — 

“ We had read so much of him in the other reports before reaching New Jersey, 
that we were prepared for anything but what we find it actually to be, a very sensi- 
ble, instructive, and readable paper. He has the faculty of interspersing wit and wis- 
dom, and it is evident that he is only facetious in order to relieve the monotony of 
dry reports. One cannot, however, help wishing at times that he had omitted an 
occasional sparkle which would do well enough for badinage of conversation, but 
not suited for print. 

Of Nova Scotia he saro 

M. E. Alexander Keith was reelected Grand Hfgh Priest, and James Gossip Grand 
Secretary. We observe there is no Deputy Grand High Priest. 

It is gratifying to observe how nearly like the Graud Chapter of the United States 
this new Grand Chapter is organized and administered. 

A praiseworthy Report on Correspondence, reviewing fifteen Grand Chapters, 
(Connecticut, we are sorry to say, not included.) is given by E. Companion J. Con- 
way Brown, who*, we are pained to see, is only 18° above zero. We knew it was 
cold in Halifax, but hardly expected to see it so dow as 18° in the month of June, 
although it is only 32° in South Carolina. 

The work practiced in Nova Scotia is the same as that in this jurisdiction. 

In reviewing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, he thus 
speaks of the right of the Grand High Priest to make Royal Arch Masons “,at sight: ** 

Au amendment to the Constitution was offered to prevent the Grand High Priest 
from making Royal Arch Masons “ at sight.” It was lost by a vote of twenty-seven 
to six. 

If any such authority exists in the Grand High Priest, it is not easy to see how 
any constitutional enactment could prevent its exercise. If it does not exist, it is 
equally as difficult to see how it can be conferred, It is, if anything, a prerogative, 
a personal privilege existing in the Grand High Priest by virtue of his office. In our 
opinion, this is but an exercise of the Grand High Priest’s power to grant dispensa- 
tions ; nine companions are present and they are, by the Grand High Priest, formed 
into a Chapter under dispensation, himself being the warrant, and when the work is 
finished in the usual manner, not by communication, but as in any Chapter, the dis- 
pensation is revoked, and the Chapter is dissolved by virtue of the same power 
which constituted it. However, your committee cannot perceive that any emergen- 
cy could arise which would make the exercise of this power desirable or necessary. 

In this jurisdiction wo recognize no such right or prerogative as inherent in Grand 
High Priest or Grand Master. 

Comp. Lockwood sums up the result of his explorations into the field of Masonic 
literature, in the following sensible remarks 

Notwithstanding the labor of your committee in examining the proceedings of so 
many Grand Chapters, your committee cannot but express the great pleasure derived 
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from perusing the many beautiful and ennobling thoughts and valuable suggestions 
everywhere displayed in the proceedings. It is a matter of surprise that there should 
be so little and comparatively unimportant differences of opinion upon the princi- 
ples and laws of the Royal Craft. No doubt the uniformity in substance of the Ritu- 
al, and the interchange of ideas through the Reports on Foreign Correspondence, 
has had much to do with this enviable condition. Upon the subject of the General 
Grand Chapter, there is a diversity of opinion. We think the position of the Grand 
Chapt% of Connecticut is correctly stated as follows 

She acknowledges her allegiance to the General Grand Chapter; she respects its 
Constitution and all of its edicts in conformity therewith ; she asserts her authority 
as supreme withiu her territorial jurisdiction, in all matters not embraced in its Con- 
stitution ; she approves of the General Grand Chapter exercising exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in unoccupied Masonic territory ; she believes that as an advisory body, and as 
furnishing a common altar for the representatives of the various Grand .Chapters, and 
affording an opportunity for a free and full oral discussion of all important Masonic 
subjects by the best minds in the country, the General Grand Chapter is performing, 
and will perform its only legitimate and wholesome functions. We are not prepared 
to extend her powers further than above indicated. 

There is very general discussion upon the questions whether an appeal, per se, 
stays the sentence of a Chapter. The argument on the one hand seems to be that 
unless such appeal does stay proceedings, the innocent may suffer the effect of a 
sentence which the Grand Chapter might, on appeal, set aside as unjust. On the 
other hand it is contended that the finding of guilty by the Chapter, is conclusive, 
until reversal, and that the opposite view would permit an expelled member to sit 
in the Chapter after he had been decided unworthy. 

The better opinion seems to be that such appeal does not stay the sentence, un- 
less upon cause shown on appeal the Grand High Priest should grant such stay 
until the hearing on appeal. This course will save the innocent, in doubtful cases, 
from injustice, and in a clear case save the Chapter from an offensive and obnoxious 
presence. * 

We find also a difference of opinion on the question whether it is right to employ 
substitutes. All agree that the denial of such right will, in many instances, operate 
as almost a prohibition, and practically close the Chapters in sparsely populated 
districts. 

The <fnly objection to their use which is strongly pressed, is that it is a violation 
of the O. B. This turns simply on the use of the words “ persons ” or “ brethren,” 
instead of “ candidates.” As we were taught, it is persons. The argument in favor 
of the use of substitutes is — 

1. Its expediency, in many instances amounting to a necessity, as above indicated. 

2. Its antiquity and long established usage. 

3 . The intention of the requirement is fully answered as well with one or two 
substitutes as with three candidates. 

We are taught that there is no requirement in Masonry which is purely arbi- 
trary ; but that, as might naturally be inferred from every work of its wise author, 
everything was fitted and framed with design, and for some good purpose. It is 
true, many times we may not be able to discover any such design, but we think 
hardly any one would be bold enough to assert that therefore mere is no such 
design. 

Why was the number three fixed upon ? We venture to suggest in response to 
this inquiry, so far as it is proper so to do in writing, that the grand central point, 
and the object of the Mason's work through all the degrees, and the final reward he 
receives for his labor, could not be obtained unless in the presence of three com- 
panions. 

Three has by all people and from all time been esteemed the symbol of Deity, 
and is therefore intimately connected with what immediately pertaius to His name 
and presence. This will be perceived in the compact of our three Ancient Grand 
Masters in the broken triangle, and, at a later day, in the three Ancient Brethren, 
the types of our Grand Master, who went up to rebuild the temple and city of Jeho- 
vah. They sought that which was lost, and as a condition of its finding, the same 
number, three, mu9t be present to receive it, as by the absence of one it had many 
years before been lost. 

The representation is historical ; and so long as the facts of the traditional history 
are preserved, and the presence of the three weary sojourners is secured to receive 
the lost treasure, the design of the requirement, in our judgment, is fully answered. 
It is impossible to further amplify and tUustrate these last suggestions on paper, but 
many other confirmatory circumstances will be readily suggested pointing to the 
Bame grand design. 

We are highly gratified by the kindly and fraternal notices everywhere appearing 
of our well beloved companion William Storeh, so many years the faithful, intelli- 

S ent, and able reporter of our Grand Chapter, and by the universal regret that his 
eclining health forbids his longer continuance in the reportorial corps. Your com- 
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mittee cannot hope to fill his place. He is well known, identified with Masonry in 
Connecticut for a score or more of years, and at the close of his active labors 
receives the warm and well-merited plaudits of the whole of the Royal Craft. May 
we be blessed yet many years with the loving greeting, warm sympathy, and wiae 
counsel of oar venerable companion. 

The Mr. Er. Cn as. W. Stearns was elected Grand High Priest, and the R. m . Er. 
Joseph K. Wheeler was reelected Grand Secretary. * 0 

DELAWARE. 

The Grand Chapter of Delaware held its third Annual Convocation in the city of 
Dover on the eighteenth day of January, 1871— the Mr. Er. Daniel C. Goodwin, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, and the Rr. Er. William F. Godwin being Grand 
Secretary. 

Four subordinate Chapters (all) were represented. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, reports Royal Arch Masonry in that juris- 
diction to be in a flourishing condition, and that no complaints from individual Chap- 
ters had been presented to him. He feelingly notices the death of Comp. B. B. 
French, and pays a fitting tribute to his memory. He recommends some action upon 
the representative question, and favors the adoption of the system. He also advo- 
cates the employment of substitutes, and thinks that without their use Chapters in 
the rural districts would oftentimes be placed in a sad dilemma. He suggests an 
amendment to the Constitution providing for the annual payment of the expenses of 
representatives, and advises that the Secretaries of subordinate Chapters be required 
torforward to the Grand Secretary a list of all rejections, suspensions, or expulsions 
immediately after action has been taken in such cases. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance in the treasury of $45 43. 

The chairman of the Committee on Correspondence presented a lame excuse for 
making no report, and was allowed to retire on his laurels. « 

The question of the appointment of representatives was left to the discretion of 
the Grand High Priest. Number of Chapters, 4; number of Royal Arch Masons, 
187 ; an increase of 22 over last year. 

The M‘. E’. Allen V. Leslie was elected Grand High Priest, and the JB.\ Er. 
W. F. Godwin was reelected Grand Secretary. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

We are in receipt of the proceedings of this Grand Chapter for the year 1870, 
from which we learn that six Convocations were held during the year, viz: one 
Semi-Annual, two Special, two Resumed, and one Annual Convocation.* 

We doubt not the companions enjoyed these frequent opportunities of meeting 
together and interchanging fraternal sentiments and ideas ; but should the Grand 
Chapter of California hold as many Convocations in one year, a petition in bank- 
ruptcy would be the result. 

The Semi-Annual Convocation was held at Washington on the 9th day of May, 
seven Chapters being represented. 

Comp. Mason, from the Committee on Correspondence, submitted a report in rela- 
tion to the formation of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, and offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted : — 

Whereas a Grand R.*. A.*. Chapter for the Province of Nova Scotia has been 
formed, and, from a careful examination of the steps taken to secure its formation, 
this Grand Chapter is satisfied that it has complied with all the requirements usual 
ill such cases ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia hereby recognizes 
the Grand R.'. A.*. Chapter of Nova Scotia, tftid extends to her the wannest fraternal 
regards, with the Royal Arch greeting and right hand of fellowship. 

The Grand Visitor and Lecturer complained of the action of the High Priest of 
Fotomac Chapter, No. 8, in refusing to conform to the work as prescribed by the 
Grand Chapter; whereupon the refractory officer was Masonically spanked and told 
to be a good boy in fntnre. 
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A Special Convocation was held on the twelfth day of Angust for the purpose of 
making arrangements for the funeral of their late lamented High Priest, Comp* 
Benjamin Brown French. A committee was appointed to prepare suitable resolu- 
tions in respect to his memory, and also a committee to prepare an eulogy upon the 

deceased. 

A Resumed Convocation was held on the fourteenth day of Angust, when the 
Grand Chapter, in company with the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia and 
other Masonic Bodies, accompanied the remains of the “ loved and best ” to their 
last resting-place, where, with aching hearts, they consigned him to the narrow 
sepulchre. We can judge of the grief which filled the hearts of those who were his 
immediate companions and friends, when even in distant California and among those 
to whom he was personally unknown, the saddened countenances of the brethren 
when his death was announced, told of the deep and sincere* regret which was felt 
for his loss. 

A Special Convocation was held on the twenty-ninth day of September, for the 
purpose of listening to an eulogy upon the life and character of Comp. B. B. French, 
by Comp. Joskph T. Brown. Had we time and space, it would afford us great 
pleasure to copy entire this admirable address, but we can only quote a few pas- 
sages, which will give but a faint idea of its eloquence and beauty. He gives a brief 
history of the life and Masonic services of Comp. French, of whom he says:— 

The history of our departed companion is the story of a good man’s path 
through the world ; a life of labor and of love ; a stream of usefulness welling up 
from the fountain of his infancy, and increasing, broadening, and deepening until the 
close of his well-spent existence ; a bright, cheerful river gladdening the hearts of 
thousands on its either side, and distributing with a generous hand countless bles- 
sings all along its course. 

Only a few weeks ago we were assembled, in a neighboring city, to pay the last 
sad honors to our illustrious dead. I occupied the seat next to him, and when the 
sad ceremonial was ended he turned to me and said— “And who next, brother? ” 
Little did we then think that our next offices of mourning would be held around his 
casket, and that I should so soon be called upon to assist in paying the last sad trib- 
ute to his distinguished inemorv. Truly, “ life is a vapor that appeareth for a little 
while and then vanisheth away.*’ 

Time is the workshop of eternity, and if the Temple of Holiness is erected in our 
hearts it must be now. What was possible for our deceased companion is possible 
for us. Life means duty, labor, work, and would we like him rejoice in a*Tecord of 
usefulness to our fellow-men, we must like him apply ourselves to its attainment. 
The lives of such men are guide posts to our journey through the world, and beacon 
lights to our voyage over the tempestuous sea of mortality, and the warnings # of 
their death call to us in trumpet tones, “ Be ye also ready ! ” 

Let us. then, apply our hearts to this solemn lesson ; let us follow in his footsteps 
over the sands of time, so that when we, too, are called to pass from this living 
death to eternal life we may be received as true and tried stones,.flt for the heavenly 
foundation, that will not “ be rejected and thrown aside as unfit for that spiritua 
building, that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


The Annual Convocation was held on the 14th day of November, seven Chapters 
being represented. 

The urand High Priest in his Address, says : — 

I am happy to be able to report to the G.*. C.\ that harmony and prosperity are 
the j?rand characteristics that have distinguished us during the past year as a juris- 
diction ; nothing, so far as I am aware, having transpired to disturb its harmony or 
interfere with its prosperity— for which we should, with united hearts and voices, 
send up our adoration and praise to the great I AM, to whom we must ever be great 
debtors. 

He pays a feeling tribute to the memory of Comp. French, in which appears this 
somewhat singular paragraph : — 

I would ask the companions to excuse me for trespassing so much upon their 
time, for no one more fully realizes than myself the fact that this subject has been 
presented to this Grand Chapter by a companion, the laichet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy (Masonicatly) to unloose. 

Oh tempora ! Oh Moses ! what an admission. We rather like an exhibition o 
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humility by those in high places ; it is a quality so rare in these degenerate days that 
an occasonal evidence of its existence is a positive treat ; bat we hunibly sabmit that 
this (to use a California phrase) is “ rather running the thing into the ground/’ If 
the Grand High Priest is unworthy, who shall relieve the pedal extremities of Comp. 
Brown ? 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. John Edwin Mason. 
He reviews the proceedings of thirty-five Grand Chapters, our own for 1870 being 
among the number. He pays the following compliment to Comp. Hakvili.e, which 
will, we doubt not, be highly appreciated by our worthy Past Grand High Priest : — 

Grand High Priest Harvillb gave an address which is a model of brevity and 
practical sense. If Grand High Priests would only stop talking when they have got 
nothing more to say, they would confer a favor on’the Royal Craft. 

Too many think they must spin out a yarn of common-place platitudes and whin- 
ing cant until they weary the companions beyond all endurance. When committees 
are appointed on the Grand High Priest's Address they find absolutely nothing to 
report, and they are in the situation of the down-east fishermen that captured a large 
amount of fog on the Grand Banks, and were disgusted to find that a single ray of 
sunshine evaporated all their plunder. 

We judge from the general tenor of Comp. Mason’s writings that he is not an 
ardent admirer of the General Grand Chapter; in fact we are almost convincd that 
he would not mourn sincerely if that distinguished body was numbered with the 
things that are not He loses no opportunity to pitch a hot shot into it, and ail the 
evils that Royal Arch Masonry is heir to, he lays to its charge. 

We do not propose to discuss the merits or demerits of the General Grand Chap- 
ter ; enough has been said on both sides to place this controversy clearly before the 
minds of all who feel an interest in the matter, and each companion will of course 
form his own opinion. We find no allusion to the General Grand Chapter in the pro- 
ceedings of this Grand Chapter, except in the Report on Correspondence, by Comp. 
Mason, and we are therefore uuaware of the sentiments entertained by the body itself 
towards the General Grand Chapter ; but we hope the hostility so decidedly mani- 
fested by Comp. Mahon is not generally entertained by our worthy companions of 
the District of Columbia. 

The arguments of Comp. Mason against holding allegiance to the General Grand 
Chapter are not without weight ; but they would be far more potent if they were 
charterized by more brotherly love and less gall and bitterness. Bear in mind. 
Comp. Mason, that among those who compose the General Grand Chapter are some 

the finest intellects in America— men whose writings and long years of arduous 
service in the Order have made them justly celebrated throughout the Masonic 
world; men upon whose firows the frosts of many winters have fixed the stamp of 
wisdom and discretion, and who would scarcely be swerved from what they believe 
to be the right course by the empty bribe of a “ high-sounding title.” 

The closing paragraph of Comp. Mason's able report shows a highly satisfactory 
condition of the Order in that jurisdiction. He says :— 

Prosperity and success has never crowned a single year’s labor in capitular 
Masonry here, equal to that just closed. Our numbers have rapidly incredked, and 
harmony and good feeling everywhere prevail. Our troubles in the formation of 
our Grand Chapter have been buried and forgotten. Smiling and happy faces meet 
now, where all was sorrow, anger, and anxiety three years ago. A beautiful Temple 
has been completed the past year in Washington, costing $‘200,000, in which a Chap- 
ter Chamber is magnificently furnished, and where we are anxious to greet our com- 
panions from every part of the world. A Royal Arch welcome will here be extended 
to all. Our council fires are burning brightly — let us smoke the pipe of peace 
around them. 

Jubilate! We rejoice in your prosperity, Comp. Mason; long may it continue. 
Surely, where peace, harmony, and prosperity sit enthroned, the heart should be 
free from bitterness. Your last words arc ; “ Our council fires are burning brightly — 
1 et us smoke the pipe of peace around them.” So say we all of us— let the calumet 
be passed. 
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The Committee on Accounts report the financial condition of the Grand Chapter 
as follows: Amount received from all sources, $1397 50; amount expended, $811 47. 
Balance in treasury, $586 03. 

Seven chartered Chapters are borne upon the roll, with an aggregate raember- 
bership of eight hundred and thirty-six. 

Comp. J. Lockie was elected Grand High Priest, and Comp. N. D. Lardnrr was 
reelected Grand Secretary. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

We have received no pamphlet containing the transactions of this Grand Body ; 
but from the complete and excellent report of Comp. Blackie, of Tennessee, we 
axtract the following 

At the various Quarterly Communications the representation of Chapters has 
been about sixty. 

At the meeting in July, 1871, the annual accounts were submitted and reported 
upon. The receipts have been £668 is. 7d.,to the first of April, charged with 
the expenses of the first quarter, £123 6s. 8d. Charters were issued to new 
Chapters at Madras, St. Thomas, W. I., and Condon, and two in the county of Mid- 
dlesex were refused charters because the Lodges to which they were, attached had 
not been eonvocated for three years. Comp. Matthew Cookk introduce- 1 the follow- 
ing resolution, for which, however, he failed to obtain a seconder: “That, whilst 
the Grand Chapter recognizes the private right of every companion to belong to any 
extraneous Masonic organization he may choose, it as firmly forbids now. an 1 at any 
future time, all companions while engaged as salaried officers under this Grand Chap- 
ter, to mix themselves up in any way with such bodies as the ‘Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Kite,* tin ‘Rites of Misraim and Memphis,’ the spurious Orders of ‘ Rome 
and Constautine,’ the schismatic body calling itself the 'Grand Mark Lodge of Eng- 
land,” or any other exterior organization whatever, (even that of the Order of 
Knights Templar which alone is recognized), under pain of immediate dismissal 
from employment by the Grand Chapter.” 

At the Quarterly Communication, held on second of November, Comp. Earl de 
Gray and Uipox, Grand Znrubbabel, presiding, charters were granted to Chapters 
at Buckingham, Hokitika, (New Zealand), and Birmingham. A grant of £10!) was 
made to the fund now being collected for the relief of the peasants of Northeastern 
Prance. The Grand Scribe. Ezra, read a dispatch from Copenhagen, dated on the 
1st inst., in which it was stated that his Royal Highness, Frederick, Crown Prince of 
Denmark, was initiated into Freemasonry by his Majesty, King Charles XV. of 
Sweden. We are informed that this Prince will succeed the late M. W. Bro. Brabt- 
rup as Grand Master of the Danish Grand Lodge. The Earl of Caernarvon has been 
installed as second Grand Principal of the Grand Chapter. 

Statistics. Chapters, two hundred and eighty. 

Elections. Marquis of Ripon, Grand Zerubbabel; John Hervky, Freemason’s 
Hall, London, Grand Scribe Ezra. 

The London Freemason states that the beantiful feature of passing the vails no 
longer forms part of the ritual of Royal Arch Masonry as practiced in England, and 
any Chapter persisting in conferring such a preliminary ceremony upon candidates 
will forfeit its charter. 

FLORIDA. 

The twenty-fourth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Florida was held 
in the city of Tallahassee, commencing on Tuesday, the tenth day of January, 1871 — 
the Ms. E/. Dhwitt C. Dawkins, Grated High Priest, presiding, the Its. Ks. W. M. 
McIntosh acting as Grand Secretary. Eight Chapters were represented, and the 
list of Grand Officers is mainly filled np with pro tempore appointments. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief, and his official acts few. He refers . 
to the misfortunes of the past, and speaks hopefully of the future, as follows: — 

When you come to review the operations of Royal Arch Masonry in this Grand 
Jurisdiction for the past Masonic year, you will not likely find that much rapid prog- 
ress has been made, nor could it be reasonably expected. Yet the evidences of mode- 
rate success and the elements of steadiness and future prosperity are with us. 

Our people, like children and cripples, learning and relearning to walk, are begin- 
ning, if but slowly, to survive the misfortunes and hardships of the past, and when 
the sprig of prosperity has once more begun to flourish in onr lovefv floral State, 
Royal Arch Masonry will feel its influence and flourish and be useful fu proportion. 
May the days of former prosperity ere long retnrn, and even be exceeded, and then 
may all in the land be glad. 
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He alludes feelingly to the death of Comp. Edward Bradford, Grand Secretary, 
and announces the appointment of Comp. Albert J. Russell to fill the position made 
vacant by his death. Comp. Russell, however, did not appear in the flesh, during 
the Convocation, bat excused himself on the plea of urgent business. 

Two dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters: one called 
Thomas Brown Chapter. We presume John Smith will be the next recipient of 
nomenclatural honors, as in point of celebrity he can discount Brown, and his his- 
tory furnishes material for several chapters. We are decidedly opposed to naming 
Masonic bodies for individuals, especially if the individual whom it is proposed to 
honor is numbered among the living ; for however honorable a man may be when 
Bach a compliment is bestowed on him — as poor human nature is fallible, and “ prone 
to err, as the sparks fly upward it is just possible that he may steal a horse before 
his obituary is written, and thus bring shame upon the Lodge or Chapter which 
bears his name. 

We notice th&t the Grand Chapter on one occasion dispensed with the regular 
business, and exemplified the work in the Mark Master's degree by conferring that 
degree upon two candidates. We think the better way would have been to open the 
Mark Lodge of the subordinate Chapter in which the candidates were elected, and, 
appointing the brethren best skilled in the work to fill the several stations, confer the 
degree in the subordinate body. We do not think it the province of a Grand Chap- 
ter to resolve itself into a Mark Master’s Lodge and confer degrees. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. Thomas A. Carkuth, in 
which he reviews the proceedings of twenty-seven Grand Chapters, and gives our 
own a kindly recognition. He has succeeded in furnishiug an excellent report under 
the most adverse circumstances ; and we think his apology for not doing better is 
amply sufficient to excuse a greatly inferior production. He says 

On the night of the 13th December, the dwelling of the writer was entirely con- 
sumed by fire, leaving himself and family homeless, and destroying much valuable 
property, among which was the labor commenced, and in a fair way of completion, 
of this report. The cares and anxieties consequent upon such a misfortune, and the 
labor incident upon getting another shelter for wife and children, have so drawn upon 
our time as to prevent another commencement of work on the report until now, 
December 2t)th, wheh we begin de novo, and throw ourself upon the Masonic charity 
of our companions at home and abroad. 

We tender our companion our fraternal sympathy in his affliction, and give him 
credit for an amount of “ spunk ” which we feel we could not liave exhibited under 
similar circumstances. Had we been placed in such a predicament, we think we 
should have felt very much as did the midshipman who was undergoing an examina- 
tion for promotion before a naval Board. After imagining a ship in every possible 
position of difficulty and danger, and inquiring how he would proceed in such a case, 
his examining tormentors placed her in such a fix that no human power could rescue 
her, and asked him what he would do then. After scratching a moment for an 
idea, he replied : “ Well, Admiral, I’d just lie down and holler.” We think, had we 
been placed in Comp. Carruth’s dilemma, we should have taken a horizontal posi- 
tion and hollered . • 

After praising the report of our predecessor, he says : — 

We eannot fully concur with him in his hearty endorsement of the strictures of 
Comp. J. Emmet Blackshrak, of Georgia, on the decision of the G. H. P. of Alabama, 
“ that a Chapter may adopt a By-Law declaring that any companion who shall be 
engaged in selling spirituous liquors is guilty of unmasonic conduct.” 

Teni}>erance is the first cardinal principle of Masonry, and we do not believe in 
any tme temperance except total abstinence ; and the man who for the sake of mam- 
mon will voluntarily deal out liquid poison to bis fellow-creatures to produce misery, 
crime, and death, should be classed with and treated like any other who would sell 
strychnine or arsenic for the same purpose, and is, in our estimation, really guilty 
of unmasonic and inhuman conduct. One great cause of the deterioration of Ma- 
sonry in thes fe days is the drunkenness of many of those whose vows to *• be good 
men and true and strictly to obey the moral law ” are registered in heaven. And we 
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would ask, why is this drunkenness?— and answer, because our Lodges and Chap- 
ters have members connected with them whese business in life is to ensnare the 
weak, and fill their coffers with the hard-earned wages of even their brethren, by 
putting to their lips and inducing them to drink the accursed cup, forgetting the 
curse pronounced in God’s Book against them, and because such practices are counte- 
nanced and even encouraged by those whose position in the Craft give them an influ- 
ence which they could not otherwise have. We regret to find in an able printed 
Masonic document an apology for the rum-seller, which is calculated to give him a 
feeling of respectability in his unholy calling. There are, doubtless, many men en- 
gaged in that traffic who have not duly considered the results of their conduct, and 
who, in other respects, may be good men and Masons ; but we think the proper plan 
to remedy the evil of drunkenness is not to punish alone the poor inebriate, but also 
the agent and abettor of his crime. 

If we may be permitted to use a strong phrase, we say, “them's our sentiments.' ' 
We 4 ‘could a tale unfold” of the ravages of intemperance in this, our Golden 
State, but we forbear. We sometimes think this vice iB the beast with seven heads 
and ten horns spoken of in the Revelations ; but alas ! the horns of this monster are 
not to be numbered, and his gor(g)ed victims are counted by legions. 

Let every Masonic writer imitate the example of Comp Carbuth, and smite the 
demon hip and thigh, until at last we have banished him from our Lodge-rooms and 
the halls of our Chapters and Commanderies. 

Corap. De Witt Clinton Dawkins was reflected Grand High Priest, and Comp. 
W. M. McIntosh was elected Grand Secretary. 

GEORGIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Georgia held its Annual Convocation for the year 1871 in 
the City of Augusta, commencing on the twenty-sixth day of April, the M. m . E.\ 
Moses P. Kkllog, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ J. E. Blackshear be- 
ing Grand Secretary. Forty Chapters were represented at the opening. The Ad- 
dress of the Grand High Priest is an interesting and scholarly paper, and will well 
repay a careful perusal. There is but one portion of it to which we can reasonably 
demur, which is the following : — 

Founded on eternal truth, as our Order is, no genuine devotee of Masonry can, 
during these convulsions, lose sight of the unchangeable principles that govern the 
institution. 

In hi* hours of affliction Masonry is a constant solace — in his rounds of pleasure 
the teachings of the Order restrict his passion and increase his joys. And in that 
solemn hour, when the soul hovers midway between two worlds— when the vail of 
earthly vision grows transparent with the dawning light of eternity— it must be a 
source of comfort to know that he possesses the Signet of Truth, by which he mav 
gain admission within the white vail of the sanctuary, while his earthly remains will 
be honored with sepulture and his orphan children and destitute widow will be pro- 
tected. What institution can do more ? 

We always regret to see any attempt made to substitute Masonry for Religion. 
While each labors in its appropriate sphere to elevate and purify mankind, they are 
separate and distinct in their natures. '‘Masonry is a beautiful system of morality; ” 
its teachings are pure and noble, and naturally lead us to that point where Religion 
takes us by the hand apd guides us into the presence of Him through whose pardon- 
ing grace alone we may obtain salvation. By a strict adhesion to the principles and 
teachings of Masonry, a man may lead a pure and blameless life ; but “ in that sol- 
emn hour, when the soul hovers midway between the two worlds, when the vail of 
earthly vision grows transparent with the dawning light .of eternity,” the “ devotee 
of Masonry” will find that something more is needed to sustain the drooping spirit 
and cheer it with the hope of a blessed immortality. 

A long series of resolutions was introduced with reference to the General Grand 
Chapter, acknowledging that an error had been committed in seceding from that 
Grand Body, and proposing to remedy that error by returning to their Allegiance. 
We regret to say that the resolutions, good and sensible though they were, were laid 
over until the next Annual Convocation. In adopting the following resolution we 
think the Grand Chapter exhibited good judgment 
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Resolved, That the authority to elect Principal Sojourner, Captain of the Host, 
Royal Arch Captain, and the three Grand Masters of the Vails, in this Grand Chap- 
ter, be stricken from the Constitution ; and that said officers, after the adoption of 
this amendment, shall be appointed at each Convocation, by the four principal offi- 
cers from the delegates present, to serve during the session. 

A resolution was also adopted approving of the Representative system. The 
Report on Correspondence is from the pen and scissors of Comp. J. Emmett 
Blackshear. He quotes liberally from the proceedings of twenty-five Grand Chap- 
ters, and is exceedingly chary of his comments thereon. We conclude that Comp. 
Blackshear was pressed for time, and we are sorry for it, for the meagre dishes of 
his own cooking which he sets before ns give ns an appetite for more. From the 
fact that our own proceedings are not noticed, we conclude that they have not been 
received, and shall forward another installment on suspicion. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. 

ILLINOIS. 

The twenty-first Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Illinois was held in 
the city of Chicago, commencing on Friday, the seventh day of October, 1*70— the 
Johx M. Pearso*, Grand High Priest, presiding, and the R.\ E‘. James H. 
Miles being Grand Secretary. One hundred and thirty-eight subordinate Chapters 
were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a document which ought to commend 
itself to* the favorable notice of Comp. Masox, of the District of Columbia, as it 
contains no *• whining cant,” as he calls the customary thank offerings to the Deity. 
Ten dispensations were issued for the formation of new Chapters, and, judging from 
the general tone of the Address, the Royal Craft in Illinois is in a highly prosperous 
and satisfactory condition. The Grand High Priest says 

For the last few years our income has been steadily increasing, and now amounts 
to more than our needs, and, with ordinary prudence and economy, I think we might 
safely reduce the amount collected of the subordinate Chapters. It has never been 
the expressed wish of this Grand Chapter to accumulate a fund, and I very much 
doubt the expediency of any such action. The Constitution gives to the Grand Chap- 
ter the right to “ require from its subordinates such dues and fees as will at all times 
discharge the engagements of the Grand Chapter.” With deference to your wisdom 
in this matter, as in all others, 1 suggest that these be lessened to conform with onr 
present prosperous circumstances. 

I have been asked for a dispensation to receive the petition of a non -affiliated 
Master Mason. I have always held that special dispensations should only be granted 
to allow a temporary suspension of our rules, and as this would involve more than 
this, and might even operate to set aside the resolution entirelj’, I declined to grant 
it. On the other hand, I have been asked “ If Master Masons made in a Lodge U. D. f 
and pe'itioners for a charter from the Grand Lodge, should be considered non-affil- 
iated until action was had in their case by the Grand Lodge? ” I was somewhat at 
a loss how to decide this mitter. You, of course, understand the case without fur- 
ther details— there is room for argument on both sides. Nevertheless, remembering 
well the discussion upon the resolution in this Grand Body, in 1*59, and that the inten- 
tion was only to exclude from the privileges of our Order those who were unwilling 
to assume the duties of Master Masons, and not regarding these brethren in that 
light, but rather the reverse, I gave permission to the Chapter to receive their peti- 
tions. 

We think there can be no doubt as to the correctness of these decisions, although 
the Grand High Priest was at a loss how, in the latter case, to decide. A Master Ma- 
son, made in a Lodge under dispensation, is certainly a Master Mason in good stand- 
ing, and entitled to all the rights and privileges of Masonry ; were it otherwise, tbe 
conferring of the degrees in a Lodge under dispensation would be simply a farce, 
and worse than useless. We hold that a Lodge under dispensation is for the time 
being invested with all the powers and prerogatives of a chartered Lodge, except 
the right to elect its Master and Wardens, and to representation in the Grand Lodge. 

The committee to whom the Grand Master's Address was referred, in their report, 
approved the decisions of the Grand High Priest in the following language: — 

Yonr committee are of opinion that non-affiliated Master Masons should never be 
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allowed to receive the degrees conferred in the Chapter. If they are not willing to 
sustain a Lodge, and contribute to the general cause of Masonry, it is very unlikely 
that they will any better perform their duties in a higher sphere. He that lacks in 
little things will be remiss in higher duties, and no encouragement of advancement 
should be given to those who have proved unfaithful at the threshold. 

With Masons belonging to Lodges U. D. the case is widely different. They assist 
in the maintenance of the Fraternity and its organization. They are subject to all 
the demands, and should be allowed to receive all the benefits of Masonry, so far as 
advancement is concerned. Those who labor ought not to be placed under needless 
disabilities. 

They also submitted the following resolution, which was adopted 

Resolved, That Master Masons, made by a Lodge under dispensation, are entitled 
to petition for the Chapter degrees. 

The committee also submitted the following resolution, which was adopted, and 
which we would gladly see adopted in our own jurisdiction : — 

Resolved, That a protest against the advancement of a brother to the degrees of 
the Chapter, has the same force, and no more, as the rejection by ballot. 

This appears to us to be just and proper. We do not believe that the objection 
of a single individual should bar the door against an applicant for all time ; but after 
the time has expired within which rejected applicants may not apply, he should be 
permitted to renew his application or present his petition to another Chapter. 

The following resolution was properly tabled, by a vote of eighty to eleven 

Resolved, That the representatives of this Grand Chapter, in the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States, are hereby instructed to introduce a proposition to 
dissolve the General Grand Chapter, and to advocate the same ; and, in case the 
General Grand Chapter does not dissolve, that said representatives are instructed to 
ask leave to withdraw this Grand Cnapter from its membership in the General Grand 
Chapter. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. 
James H. Miles. He reviews the transactions of thirty-seven Grand Chapters, not- 
ing everything of interest or importance. California, for 1870, receives fraternal 
notice, and Comp. Miles approves our regulation requiring the names of all appli- 
cants for degrees or membership to be signed in full. In his concluding remarks. 
Comp. Miles says 

One thing we have observed in all the proceedings, that peace, harmony, and per- 
manent prosperity seem to pervade throughout all our wide-extended domain, and 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast comes back the response— all is well ! And 
may we not hope that thus it will continue to be, as, year by year, we add to our 
numbers, now increased to almost a hundred thousand strong. 

True,8ome little differences of opinion exist; and yet we seem to be drawing 
more closely together, and burying little matters of difference in oblivion, so that 
it seems the Mutual Admiration Society may ere long die of itself, although the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter should not be dissolved, nor the Past Master’s degree be abol- 
ished. Finally, may all our Chapters become beautiful as the Temple, peaceful as 
the Ark, and sacred as the Most Holy Place. 

The Ms. R\ Augustus A. Murray was elected Grand High Priest, and the 
Rs. Es. James H. Miles was reelected Grand Secretary. 

IOWA. 

The Grand Chapter of Iowa held its seventeenth Annual Convocation at Council 
Bluffs, commencing on Wednesday, October eighteenth, 1871 — the D. Baugh, 

Deputy Grand High Priest, presiding, and the Rs. Es. William B. Langridge being 
Grand Secretary. We regret to learn that the Grand High Priest, having taken a 
horn too much, was not in a condition to be present. For fear our companions may 
mistake our meaning, we quote the following article from the Press of Iowa^city, 
which will relieve our Ms. Es. companion— with whom we most sincerely sympa- 
thize— from any imputation which might be cast upon his reputation for sobriety : — 

Severe Accident. On last Saturday evening, Judge Z. C. Lusb was watering an 
Alderney bull which he has just imported, when the animal set upon him, goring him 
and breaking one of his legs just above the ankle joint. The goring is not serious, 
but the other injuries are painfnl. He managed in some way, mutilated as he was, 
to escape from the stall beyond the reach of the infuriated brute, and was promptly 
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and skillfully attended by Dr. Botcher. This morning we learn that he is as comfort- 
able as could be expected. The Judge has been ill all summer, and was just getting 
out again and regaiuiug all of his old-time brightness and cheerincss, when this sad 
and painful casualty must overtake him. The bull is of a breed noted for gentleness 
and good temper, and it is supposed that he must have been irritated by his long ride 
on the cars, else he wonld not nave made the attack. We, in common with bis many 
friends, wish the Judge safely through this last calamity. 

This appears to be a sufficient apology, both for the Grand High Priest and the 
bull. 

The proceedings for 1871 forms a handsome volume of two hundred pages, and its 
appearance, typographically and otherwise, reflects credit upon its compiler. Its 
frontispiece is a fine steel engraved portrait of the Grand High Priest. Comp. Z. C. 
Lose, who looks altogether too good a mao to be bullied by an Alderney, or " any 
other man.” 

We wish every Grand Chapter would follow the example set by Iowa in this par- 
ticular. It would be pleasant indeed to collect, year after year, the portraits of 
those who, for their skill, ability and wisdom arc selected by their companions to 
sit in the high places and wield the sceptre of power. 

The Address of the Grand tfjgh Priest was read by the Grand Secretary, and 
commences with the following language : — 

Companions In the kind providence of God. we are again brought to another 
mile-post in our Masonic pilgrimage. To few of us has the past year been one of 
unalloyed pleasure ; to many its pathway has been indeed checkered with good and 
ill — to some the dark spots have Beemed at times to cover almost the whole, while 
occasionally the sunlight breaking through the clouds has brightened them until 
even the saddest have seemed almost to smile. To me, they have come as to others, 
some bright and some dark ; and now, from the stillness of my room, where for 
almost four months I have been confined, and where I am now lying with a broken 
limb, I send you these few words of greeting, praying your indulgence for my absence 
and the imperfection which must mark this communication. That I have escaped 
with my life is to me a source of profound satisfaction and thankfulness to Heaven, 
though my regret is deep that I cannot be with you. 

Dispensations were granted for the form* tie n of fye new Chapters, and an aver- 
age degree of prosperity throughout the jurisdiction is reported. 

On the question of the employment of substitutes, lie discourses as follows : — 

The subject of substitutes has for several years occupied the attention of this 
Grand Chapter, and of the Craft in other jurisdictions. With us they are forbidden 
by resolution of the Grand Chapter, and, judging from the numerous applications 
which I have received during the past year for dispensations to disregard this law, 
(and which I, being a law-abiding man, have refused to grant), it has been a source of 
great trouble and annoyance to the Chapters. In an elaborate report made to his 
Grand Chapter— Comp. Drummond, of Maine, now General Grand High Priest, after 
having devoted considerable research to the subject— it is shown that very few of 
the Grand Chapters, and those only within a very few years, and they generally 
young Grand Chapters, have coincided with our views on this subject, and that in St. 
Andrew's Chapter, in Boston, substitution has been the rule for over a hundred 
years; and the General Grand Chapter, at its late meeting, having wisely considered 
that what has been the practice of Chapter Masonry ever since its origin, as now 
worked in America, is the best explanation of the original intent of the law and the 
construction put upon it by its framers, has decided that substitutes may be used. I 
would therefore recommend that the question be reviewed, and if you deem best, 
the resolution passed some years since be repealed. 

He alludes feelingly to the great calamity at Chicago, and exhorts the compan- 
ions to contribute liberally to the relief of the sufferers. 

Comp. Parvin, of the delegation to the triennial Convocation of the General 
Grand Chapter at Baltimore, says in his report: — 

Its Constitution was amended in a most important featnre, in the provision admit- 
ting to permanent membership therein all Past Grand High Priests of the State Grand 
Chapters. This was a cunning and Bhrewd move, in that it has not only silenced 
many of the guns of largest caliber, whose batteries have heretofore been opened 
upon its crumbling walls, but has now turned them upon the attacking party, and 
thus added strength where before was only great weakness. The two other most 
prominent subjects brought to its notice and received action, were the “ Word” and 
“ Substitutes.” The former was reduced from three to one language, that of “ plain 
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English,” one of the original three. As to substitutes in exaltation, the use thereof 
was not only recognized, but the fact demonstrated that their use was the sole cus- 
tom and manner of old, and that the rule now obtaining in this jurisdiction a direct 
innovation in the body of Masonry. We trnst that the resolution forbidding their 
use in this jurisdiction may be rescinded, that we may no more appear to be arrayed 
against the good old way which here, as elsewhere, is always the best. 

The sessions of this Genera) Grand Body are separated in the future from those of 
the Grand Encampment, to which it has for these many years appeared as only a 
figure-head without scarce a respectable show. The next session will be held at 
Nashville, the last Tuesday in November, 1874— that of the greater light (the Grand 
Encampment) meets at New Orleans the first Tuesday in December of the same 
year. This will serve to test the relative strength of these two bodies in the estima- 
tion of the Masonic public. • 

This session was, with its snrroundings, one of great interest, and will long be 
remembered by those who were privileged to be in attendance upon it. 

Our good companions of Iowa appear to cherish but little love for that ancient 
and venerable body yclept the “ General Grand Chapter and if we mistake not, 
the avowed cause of their return to their allegiance was, that they might by their 
votes assist in its total demolition. But the General Grand Chapter still lives, and 
we trust that in the future all cause for hostility towards it will be removed, and that 
all will* recognize it as the governing body of the Order in America. The following 
resolutions were adopted : — 

Whereas, It is of importance to Royal Arch Masonry that its rites and ceremo- 
nies should be uniform the world over, and that Royal Arch Masons should be in 
accord wherever dispersed ; and 

Whereas, The dissemination of the degrees of our system is greatly to be desired, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we recognize the establishment of the Grand Mark Lodge of Eng- 
land, of which that distinguished Masonic scholar Comp. William James Hughan, of 
Truro, England, is Provincial Grand Secretary, and extend to it our cordial recogni- 
tion, praying for it great success until such time as the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
England shall recognize and disseminate the degrees in practice among us. 

Resolved, That the action had at the Grand Annual Convocation of 1868, requiring 
English Mark Master Masons to be “ healed,” be rescinded, they being hereby de- 
clared to be recognized as regular Mark Master Masons, and receivable into Chap- 
ters in this jurisdiction, when open in the degree of Mark Master, on the same footing 
as those of our own obedience. 

Resolved, That the interchange of representatives with the Grand Mark Lodge 
of England is hereby authorized and invited. 

As the question relative to the employment of substitutes is one of general inter- 
est to the Craft, we quote the majority and minority reports of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, to whom that matter was referred 
To the M.\ JSL*. Grand Chapter of the State of Iowa ■ 

The Committee on Jurisprudence having considered the resolution referred to 
them, viz : rescinding that passed in 1868, forbidding the use of substitutes, and the 
one of yesterday proposing to censure the High Priest of Star Chapter, No. 47, for 
violating the former, would report as follows : — 

We recommend the repeal of the former, forbidding the use of substitutes, for 
the reasons — 

1 . That substitutes have been used since the introduction of Royal Arch Masonry 
into the United States ; 

2. I hat they are still used in most or all of the old Grand Chapters ; 

3. That their use is both recognized and justitied by the General Grand Chapter; 

4. That all the better informed Masons throughout the land approve of it. 

6. The resolution passed by this body seven years ago was the result of hasty 
and inconsiderate action, in which we followed the later lights rather than the earlier. 

H. That this “ new departure ” in Masonry is only a feeble attempt to prove our- 
selves wiser than our fathers, and because we do not approve of Young America’s 
innovation in the body of Masonry, as it was constituted in the long ago. 

7. Because it in most cases works a great inconvenience, clogging the wheels of 
the royal car, and is productive of no good. 

8. The ceremonies of installation are the work of the authors of the books in 
which they appear ; and if they have any really forbidding clause, it is not obligatory 
upon this Grand Chapter, nor any of its subordinates. 

9. That the evils of too muoh legislation should be checked and averted at the 
earliest possible moment. 

We recommend that the second resolution do not pass, as it is manifest that the 
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officer involved in* its proposed censure was governed by considerations of good 
rather than evil. Censures of this kind are meant for, and should only be inflicted 
upon, the wilfully disobedient ; and to visit such a censure at this time, upon the 
officer in question, and for the cause designated, would work far greater evil than 
good in the government of this body over its subordinates. 

G.' W.Cooe! X '| Committee. 

Comp. H. S. Winslow, from the same committee, presented the following minor- 
ity report — 

To the Ms. E.\ Grand Chapter of the State of Icnra 

As one of the Committee on* Jurisprudence, having considered the resolution 
presented this Grand Body in relation to the repealing of that passed in l k G3. forbid- 
ding the use of substitutes, and also one censuring the Iligh Priest of Star Chapter, 
No. 47, for a violation of a law now in force, would beg leave to present the follow- 
ing minority report, and recommend that the resolution first referred to do not pass, 
for these reasons : — 

1. Without discussing the origin of the law, or whether it is in general use or not in 
other jurisdictions, it has become thoroughly engrafted in our work, and it is in en- 
tire harmony with the ritual as adopted by this Grand Body. 

2. The practice of constantly altering or changing general rules and regulations 
cannot be too emphatically discouraged ; It cannot but lead to uncertainties and 
irregularities in subordinate Chapters under supposed emergencies ; trusting that 
this body will, under the pressure of the circumstances, repeal the law thus violated. 

3. While this departure may be permitted and even justified by the Most Excel- 
lent General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, yet such recognition 
of the practice is not in the nature of a law or edict of that Grand Body, and should 
have no controlling influence over the legislation of this body. 

4. The proposed repeal of this resolution, and the adoption of the practice of the 
use of substitutes, introduces a senseless and useless rule, requiring the use of three 
persons at every exaltation, but one of which need be a candidate for the Royal 
Arch degree. 

For the reasons above stated, I also recommend that the officers and companions 
of Star Chapter, No. 57, be censured for their violation of a plain rule of this Grand 
Chapter. 

On a motion to adopt the majority report, it was lost by a vote of fifty-eight to 
ninety-seven, and the star of the offending Chapter was obscured by a cloud of cen- 
sure. 

We have already recorded our opinion adversely to the minority report, and as 
the whole matter has been thoroughly discussed, and we have custom and the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter on our side, with common seuse to back us, we will substitute 
some other topic npon which to enlighten onr readers. 

The Past Grand High Priest, Pitkin C. Wright, was presented with a jewel, in 
token of the respect and esteem in which he is held by his companions. Right. 

The Committee on Finances report a healthy state of the exchequer, $4,475 23 
being the amount of lucre in the treasury. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. U. D. Taylor — or 
Universally Delightful Taylor, as* that mad wag, Corson, of New Jersey, dubs him. 
He reviews the proceedings of thirty-six Grand Chapters, and his report covers one 
hundred closely printed pages. In noticing onr proceedings for 1871, he says, “ the 
Grand High PrieBt delivered a good address," from which he quotes briefly, but finds 
nothing of general interest except the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That hereafter all applications for dispensations for the formation of 
new Chapters shall be accompanied with a copy of the By-Laws proposed to be 
adopted by said new Chapter, the said By-Laws to be approved by the Grand High 
Priest upon granting the dispensation. 

“ Wonld it not be better/’ be asks, “ for the Grand Chapter to publish a standard 
form of By-Laws for the use of Chapters under dispensation?” We wouid inform 
Comp. Taylor that such a code has been in use for years, the only optional clanses 
being the time of holding stated meetings, and the amount of fees and does — the 
minimum being fixed. It is a positive treat to peruse such a report as Comp. Tay- 
lor has given us, and we trust he may long continue to wield the quill reportoriaL 
He gives Comp. Mason, of the District of Columbia, a gentle dig in the ribs, which 
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we hope will have a good effect in removing the mental dyspepsia with which he 
is evidently afflicted. In reviewing the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of the 
District of Colombia, he says : — 

The Report on Correspondence is again by Comp. J. E. Mason, and were it not 
marred by many nnmasonic personalities, which — hcec olim meminisse juvabit (?) — 
woold be one of the very best reports it has been our privilege to read. As it is — 
well, we shall notice only some of the Masonic portions thereof. 

He then makes two brief extracts only, leaving the inference that the Masonic 
lead in that report is worked ont. Rough on Mason. 

Alluding to a sharp criticism upon Comp. Corson’s peculiar style, by Comp. Bib* 
nie, of South Carolina, he says : — 

Now Corson has said some of his very sharpest, hardest, most sarcastic things of 
Iowa and with our small caliber gun we have popped back the best we could, and 
expect him “to do so some more;” but we ao not expect him to “get his back 
up” at anything we have said, any more than he should expect us to take a dose of his 
pills, were we to meet him near (or over) a bottle with a cobweb-covered green seal 
on the top. 

The trouble is, wit is like a ghost, much more often talked of than seen, and 
many a man has been scared out of his senses, when he saw only a rag fluttering in 
the breeze. “A ghost! a ghost!” So we hear the cry : 44 Badinage,” “foolishness,” 
etc., etc. 

Were we not Taylor, we would try to be Corson, rather than one of his detract- 
ors. N. B.— The writer of the above never saw Comp. Corson, nor has said Comp. 
C. ever said or written one word, good or bad, of us, to our knowledge ; but we love 
truth, and justice, and downright, out-spoken Honesty ; and who ever saw a glum 
man honest from principle? Or who ever saw a jolly, rotund corpus leading a mob ? 
No no ; go look on the rostrum of any anti-masonic convention ; one look at the 
cadaverous specimens of humanity— he’s and she’s— is enough to make any good 
man billious for a month. This class of people have been called, in Arabian meta- 
phor, the scourge of the dessert ; always waiting— knife in hand— ready at any mo- 
ment to assault the best after-dinner joke or pun ; in the words of Milton— 

44 they Instead of fruit. 

Chewed bitter ashes, which the offended taste. 

With spatt’ring noise rejected.” 

But why waste our time railing at them in defense? He who is impervious to the 
point of a good pun, is past the point of punishment. Out upon these wit-whippers, 
these pun pun-ies, who would rejoice, to see the whole pun-kin “baked in a pie,” that 
they might cut them up; such men, like the consequences of small pox, are to be 
piUed f for what they call a nuisance is in troth the giving of a new sense to our lan- 
guage. • 

We respectfully submit that any man who will deliberately perpetrate so prepos- 
terous a breach of propriety as the previous paragraph, should be placed in penal 
position in the Pun-jaub, or some other place with a very warm climate. 

But notwithstanding his horrible puns, we think Comp. Taylor takes the right 
view of this matter. Corson’s wit is sui generis ; it harms no one, nor do we be- 
lieve he intends it shall. Let him perform his literary gymuastics, and if any one 
gets hit, let him shoot back, but do not dip your shafts in the poison of anger or 
malice. Suus cuique mos— Let each enjoy his own. 

Comp. E. A. Guilbkkt was elected Grand High Priest, and Comp. W. B. Lang- 
bidoe was reflected Grand Secretary. 

KANSAS. 

The Grand Chapter of Kansas held its seventh Annual Convocation in the city of 
Topeka, commencing on Tuesday, the seventeenth day of October, A. D. 1871 — the 
R.\ Es. E. D. Hillyer, Deputy Grand High Priest, presiding, and the R.\ E.\ E. T. 
Carr being Grand Secretary. 

Fourteen subordinate Chapters were represented. The Grand High Priest, owing 
to important business engagements, was unable to be present. He was represented, 
however, by an interesting and readable address, from which we quote the follow- 
ing 

To the Boyal Craft in general, however, the past year been one of those periods 
within which important events have transpired. We have seen a government which, 
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within the memory of man, has ranked as one of the chief nations of the earth, issuing 
an order prohibiting Masonic assemblages, nnder a plea that they were subversive of 
good order, and plotting against the constituted authorities. 

We have seen the Masons of a great city, fully organized, marching to the fortifi- 
cations and from the ramparts, bearing flags of mediation between two contending 
factions engaged in fratricidal strife, risking their own lives that they might cause to 
cease a war which had for its object nothing which could commend itself to any civ- 
ilized nation. We have seen one of the most intolerant and bigoted organizations of 
the age stripped of a portion of its power, so that it will uo longer, by an implicit and 
blind yielding to its mandates by an ignorant and superstitious people, be able to 
exclude from the limits of a great terntory, the organizations of our Order, whereby 
its influence has been impaired. We have seen two powerful nations, bound by fra- 
ternal ties, by religion, by education, and all those things which tend to a higher civil- 
ization, ready to draw the sword to arbitrate certain differences arising out of a disre- 

{ jard of each other's rights, reconciled by the mediation of a few men under the 
e&dership of one who bore the highest honors which could be bestowed upon him by 
Masons ; thus have we ever found the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons en- 
gaged in some great labor of reconciliation, not for the purpose of self-agrandize- 
ment, but that peace upon earth and good will toward all men may prevail. 

As to the Masons of a great city marching to the fortifications with banners, etc., 
we must confess that, as a Mason, we do not feel particularly proud of that exploit 
on the part of our brethren. It reminds us forcibly of the old nursery rhyme — 

** Napoleon with ten thousand men, , 

Marched up the hill and down again/' 

Doubtless our good brethren meant well, but we will venture to say that, nowhere 
ont of La Belle France could such a spectacle have been witnessed. The Grand 
High Priest might have added to the wonderful things we have witnessed during the 
past year, the following 

We have seen the Emperor of a great nation, with his son, the Crown Prince, ex- 
pelled from the Order by the Masons of a nation with whom they were at war ; 
declared traitors, felons, and outlaws; most essentially cursed and their memory 
delivered to the execration of posterity for disobeying a summons to appear before 
a tribunal of their enemies and show cause why they should not be dealt with for 
battering down their walls and bombarding their cities. 

To the reverend humbugs who have lately made themselves ridiculous by hurling 
their feeble anathemas at Freemasonry, we commend the following 

We live in a progressive ago. The general system of education established in all 
enlightened countries has done much to dispel the dark clouds of superstition which 
have always hung over us and prevented the bright rays of intelligence from pene- 
trating every human mind. Some of the clouds are still visible. We obtain au occa- 
sional view of them near the horizon, but they will soon, we hope, pass away forever. 
Time has wrought important changes in the opinions and feelings of meu, and there is 
hardly a possibility of an immediate relapse into barbarism. To those, therefore, 
who have engaged in the insane attempt to remove what to them, by reason of their 
distorted vision, seems to be a mountain, we recommend the lesson taught by Ma- 
homet, who, when he had assembled a vast concourse of people on the plains to 
witness his great power, and commanded the mountain to come to him, and the 
mountain failed to come, said : “ Then Mahomet will go to the mountain.” 

Well and strongly pnt. That which has withstood all the bulls of the Romish 
Church will scarcely succumb to the bleating of a few calves who have neither head 
nor pluck . 

Dispensations were granted for the formation of three new Chapters. 

The interests of Royal Arch Masonry have evidently not been allowed to suffer in 
the hands of the Grand High Priest, as he reports having visited every Chapter in 
his jurisdiction except two, and he gives a brief report of the condition of each 
Chapter visited. We give the following as a specimen of his reports, and recom- 
mend the course adopted by him to all Grand High Priests wheresoever dispersed: — 

To Valley Chapter, No. U, July 27, Ms. Es. W. H. Andrews, H. P., presided. 
This Chapter is not doing much work, and has never been properly instructed to do 
good work. No Chapter can prosper unless it can do good work, and none can do 
good work without the expenditure of considerable time and labor. The aid of the 
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Grand Lecturer ought to be invoked, and if his services cannot be procured, the 
High Priest should be required to go where he can be lectured. 

We note the following decision, in which we concur :— 

To what extent can a man go in infidelity and still be a good Royal Arch Mason — 
that is, to what extent may he disbelieve the Bible? 

The Bible is the great light in Masonry. Every man is responsible to a greater or 
less extent, according as his means of knowledge have been greater or less. No one 
who has had the Bible placed in his hands, and been taoght to read it, can be a good 
man and disbelieve its teachings. And no one can be a good Royal Arch Mason who 
is not a good man. Therefore, 1 answer, that no one who does not believe in the 
writings of Moses and the Prophets, as contained in the Old Testament — if he has 
been educated io a civilized or enlightened country — can be a good Royal Arch Ma- 
son, for Royal Arch Masonry is founded thereon. 

Of the triennial Convocation at Baltimore, he says :— 

I cannot, however, say less than to remark that the Royal Arch Masons of Kansas 
and, 1 may say, of the entire geircral Grand Jurisdiction, were not only welcomed in 
the most fraternal manner, but wire entertained sumptuously, and made to feel that 
they were honored guests. The recollection of that visit to Baltimore will remain 
ever fresh, and find a green spot in the memory of every one who had the privilege 
of participating in the pleasures and festivities provided for their enjoyment. 

He calls attention to the calamity which has befallen our companions in Chicago, 
in the following touching words : — 

While reioicing in our own prosperity, and thankful for all the blessings bestowed 
upon us and comforts surrounding us, we must not forget the terrible calamity which 
has fallen upon our companions in Chicago. A few days since the Grand Chapter of 
Illinois was in session in that city. Theu all was fair ; prosperity was theirs. Now 
desolation marks the places where stately buildings stood ; the busy marts of com- 
merce and trade are swept away, and blackened ruins only remain to Bhow the un- 
certainty of wealth. You must not forget the duty of the hour : the homeless must be 
sheltered, the hungry fed, the naked clothed ; the widow and the orphan must be pro- 
vided tor. If ^ything can be devised for their relief, it should be done. The sub- 
ject should be carefully considered, and the result, which may be arrived at, show 
that we have done all that we can. If possible, I would advise an appropriation of 
a definite amount, to be sent to the Grand High Priest of Illinois, to be used as he 
shall deem best. 

The Report on- Correspondence was presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. E. 
T. Carr, and reviews the transactions of thirty-six contemporaries, including ours 
for 1*70. 

The M.\ E.\ E. D. Hjllyeb was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ E. T. 
Carr was reelected Grand Secretary. 

KENTUCKY. 

And now comes old Kentucky, with the snows of fifty-six winters upon her vener- 
able head ; yet, staunch and true, she bears her weight of years with undiminished 
vigor, and comes up to her fifty -sixth Annual Convocation at the city of Louisville, 
on the sixteenth day of October, 1871, as full of life and energy as the youngest of 
them all. Seventy-niuc subordinates were represented at the opening. The M.\ E.\ 
Henry Bostwick, Grand High Priest, presided, Comp. Jakes W. Staton acting as 
Grand Sccrerary, pro tem. 

We regret to learn that the old Masonic patriarch, Comp. Philip Swioert, Grand 
Secretary, was prevented by serious illness from meeting his companions in Grand 
Chapter. He writes to the Grand High Priest, as follows :— 

Frankfort, Ky., October 16, 1871. 

M.\ E.\ G. H. Priest Bostwick. 

Sir and Companion: Prevented by serious illness from meeting with you in person, 
I hereby give you my cordial and affectionate greeting, and through you present the 
same to onr beloved Order. I need not tell you how great is the disappointment, but 
Providence so orders it, and I must submit. Though absent in body, be assured that I 
am with you in spirit, and that now, as ever, I cherish the most earnest desire for the 
advancement of the great interests of Masonry. May that great and wise Being, in 
whom we trust, preside over your deliberations— give you wisdom in council and 
vigor in action— and may your meeting together be the source of the greatest pleas- 
ure and profit. Onward and onward let our principles spread till all shall be brought 
under their benign influence. 
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After a period of fifty years service, I am still willing to spend my strength in the 
office I now hold, if such is the wish of the body. 

Fraternally, P. Swigert. 

We venture to say that the “ disappointment” was not all on his side. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is principally confined to a record of his 
official acts, and to matters of local interest. He says : — 

During the year, since last we met, nothing has come to my knowledge to disturb 
the peace and narmony of the Chapters within our jurisdiction, and I will have little 
to present for your consideration but the record of my official acts. 

Dispensations were granted for the formation of six new Chapters, from which we 
infer that Kentucky soil is favorable to the growth of Royal Arch Masonry. The 
following, on the subject of uniformity of work, we commend to the attention of 
Comp. H. A. M. Henderson, chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, who 
looks upon Grand Lecturers as an abomination # 

On the subject of uniformity of work, I would say, that while I am fully satisfied 
that the Chapters are endeavoring to do good work and true, I find great want of 
uniformity, and the difficulty seems to be, that no one knows which is the correct 
work, (this Grand Chanter never having adopted any system of work ;) and my firm 
conviction is, that it will be impossible to have anything like uniformity in the work 
of our Chapters, until this Grand Chapter adopts a system of work, and then employs 
one or more Lecturers to visit the Chapters and exemplify the same. 

The Grand Treasurer reports the balance of cash on hand to be $863 98 ; and the 
total resources of the Grand Chapter, $11,663 98. We congratulate our sister upon 
the healthy state of her finances. 

The following resolution was adopted : — 

Resolved , That the name of J. Proctor Knott Chapter, No. 115, be changed to 
J . P, Knott Chapter, No. 115. Why Knott ? 

Section 5, of Article VIU, of the Constitutional Rules, was amende#so as to read 
as follows*: — 

Sec. 5. No dispensation for organizing a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons can 
issue except upon the petition of at least nine regular Royal Arch Masons, residents 
of the State or Kentucky; which petition must be recommended by a subordinate 
Chapter, which shall examine the proposed High Priest, and certify that he is capa- 
ble of performing the work of the Chapter, as provided in Section 3, Article V, of 
this Constitution. 

A good rule, and one wh : ch in California we have found to be effective in this— 
that skilled workmen are placed at the head of Chapters under dispensation, and 
when their work is brought up for inspection it is rarely rejected and thrown among 
the rubbish. 

The Report on Correspondence is again by Comp. H. A. M. Henderson, and the 
transactions of thirty-one Grand Chapters are reviewed. To California be devotes 
four pages, and quotes liberally from the report of our predecessor on various sub- 
jects. Alluding to that portion of our Grand High Priest’s Address announcing the 
suspension from his office of the Grand Lecturer, he says :— 

We have noticed that nearly every professional Lecturer upon Masonry intro- 
duces into the work some legendery, dramatic, or rhetorical conceit of his own. The 
temptation is to appear to know something that the Craft in general do not know— 
to make a sensation by the introduction of something considered very beautiful or 
startling. We, therefore, have been opposed to the system of Grand Lectureship, 
believing, as we do, that it is the fruitful cause of interpolations, and that it intro- 
duces more errors, in the shape of modernisms, into the work, than it eradicates. 

In this particular case it does not appear from the record that there was any vio- 
lation of the ritual work by the Grand Lecturer, but an infraction of the Constitu- 
tion, By-Laws, and Landmarks, which was sanctioned by the Grand Lecturer, who 
was present and conferred the degrees npon the irregularly elected members. But, 
a Grand Lecturer who is not scrupulous in the observance of a Constitution is not 
likely to be scrupulous in conforming to the authorized work. The office is one that 
affords the opportunity for the sowing of seeds of error over a whole jurisdiction, 
and from the temptation to special smartness which it affords peculiarly liable to 
abuse. The Grand Chapter approved the suspension of the culpable Lecturer. 
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In his review of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Missouri, alluding to a 
portion of the Grand High Priest’s Address in relation to uniformity of work, Comp. 
Henderson uses the following language : — 

As every Masonic idea has its own proper sign that expresses it better than any 
other can, we should seek to preserve uniformity of language as well as spirit We 
are to teach Masonry as we received it, and not as we have forgotten and substituted 
some words of our own. An interpolated word here and there, by one and another 
Lecturer, would, in the course of time, entirely destroy the original text of Masonic 
instruction. • 

In the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churcbt we once heard Dr. Breck- 
inridge oppose a revised edition of the Scriptures, issued by the American Bible 
Society, in which had been eliminated some obsolete words, on the ground that the 
Bible is the anchorage ground of the English language, which ought to be preserved, 
as far as possible, from eclecticism, in its native Anglo-Saxon simplicity. 

This view, with others, prevailed, and the Bible Society had to abandon its action 
and cease publishing this edition, or lose the patronage of the Presbyterian Church. 

Masonry is one or the agencies to preserve the purity of the English tongue, and 
the moment we begin to admit words of modern coinage, or of philological con- 
struction from foreign tongues, that moment we weigh anchor and set sail on uncer- 
tain seas, where a maelstrom may wait to engulph us. 

The normal language of Masonry is simple, and pure men of correct tastes will 
admire the sublime simplicity of our ritual much more than when clothed in the mer- 
etricious rhetoric of every Lecturer who thinks he can beautify it by his own expur- 
gations and substitutions. No license to change should be allowed any one, or we 
will be at last confounded in a Babel of tongues. 

We heard of an artist who once took a pure white lily and sought to improve it by 
penciling on its petals the parti-colored fancies he had mixed on his pallet. He com- 
mitted floral sacrilege and violated the first principles of art, which is strict conform- 
ity to nature. Paint is good in its place, but not to improve flowers. “ Solomon, in 
all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these.” Moral truths are grandest when 
clothed in severe attire. The adornments of art cannot add to the charms of truth. 
Let us continue Masonry in that unoorrupted form in which our fathers taught it— 
free from the garish decorations of the modern drama, and the high-sounding peri- 
ods of bombastic oratory and poetry. We want no Johnsonianism in Masonry, and 
nought of the spectacular style. 

Ninety-eight Chapters are borne upon the registry, having an aggregate member- 
ship of three thousand four hundred and sixty nine, and of this number two hundred 
and thirty-four are reported as ministers ; this number affords two ministers to each 
Chapter, with a reserve corps of thirty-eight to distribute among Chapters under 
dispensation. Truly, the spiritual welfare of our companions in Kentucky is well 
provided for. 

The M.\ E.\ J. P. Rascok was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ Philip 
Swigert, who was first elected Grand Secretary fifty years ago, and with the excep- 
tion of two years, has served continuously as such ever since, was reflected as Grand 
Secretary. We hope he may live to grow old in the service. We think he must have 
been, in his younger days, a good Boon(e) companion. 

LOUISIANA. 

The Grand Chapter of Louisiana held its twenty-fourth Annual Convocation in the 
city of New Orleans, commencing on the fourteenth day of February, 1871, the 3/.". 
E.\ Hugh Breen, Grand High Priest, presiding, the i?.\ E.\ J. C. Batchelor, “ M. 
D., P. D. G. H. P.,” being Grand Secretary. Why does not our worthy companion enlist 
the balance of the alphabet in his service ? The meaning of M. D. , as a Masonic ti- 
tle, is to us Most Dubious, but we presume it is all right. We once knew a gentle- 
man in the service of the United States, during the war with Mexico, who signed his 
1 name on the register of a fashionable hotel os John Brown, M. D., and who was 
treated with great consideration and politeness until it was discovered that he was a 
professional Mule Driver , when he was requested to move down to a much different 
abiding place. 

To us, the practice of tacking military and civic titles on to Masonic ones, appears 
most ridiculous ; for instance : our distinguished Brother the R.\ E ,\ General John 
Smith, Deputy Grand Master ; or, our if.*. E.\ Companion, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Bug- 
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oiks. Grand High Priest, 33° &c. We believe that in Masonic publications, and in Ma- 
sonic correspondence, Masonic titles alone should be used ; but this is only our opinion 
and we may be in error. Sixteen chartered Chapters and two under dispensations 
were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, says : 

Companions — I t affords me pleasure to state to you that the harmony of the subor- 
didate bodies of Capitular Masonry in our beloved State, during the past year, has 
been continuous, affording opportunity foy the healthy growth of our institution, and 
giving your Grand High Pr^st but little to comment upon. The various subordinate 
bodies nave performed a large amouut of Masonic work during the year, and as far 
as I have been able to ascertain, there has been no year in the history of this grand 
body when the material has been more carefully selected, and the labors of the 
Chapters more carefully and beneficially performed. There has been no rage for 
making Royal Arch Masons, and the prosperous condition of our Chapters generally 
has relieved from duty those ardent, but indiscreet, Companions who are sometimes 
anxious to build up the financial condition of their bodies by gathering into our taber- 
nacle from the highways and by wavs of Symbolic Masonry, every stray brother who 
is able to speud or borrow enough money to pay his way to his exaltation. 1 re- 
gard the number of rejections reported by our Grand Secretary as a most healthy 
augury for the future of our order in Louisiana. 

There are too many of the “ ardent, but indiscreet, Companions,’- spoken of 
above, in every jurisdiction, and their well-meant, but mis-directed, zeal is often in- 
strumental in introducing many an unsound and ill-formed stone into the Temple, 
which it is sometimes difficult to pluck out and throw among the rubbish. 

The only decision reported is the following : 

A brother received the Mark and Past Master’s degree in Delta R. A. Chapter 
No. 15, New Orleans, and removed to the country. On his application. Delta Chapter 

S ave him permission to take the M. E. M. and It. A. in Bayou Sara R. A. Chapter 
fo. 11. He was duly exalted in that Chapter. Resuming his residence in New 
Orleans, and he having been instructed to pay the fees to Delta Chapter, the question 
arose as to which of the Chapters he properly belonged. I decided that he was a 
member of Delta Chapter, and own to some surprise that so plain a matter should 
have given rise to any difference of opinion. Perhaps it will not be amiss for me to 
say, that nine-tenths of the questions referred to the presiding officers of our Grand 
Bodies could be readily and satisfactorily solved, without such reference, if the offi- 
cers and members of subcrdina'e bodies would give a little of their leisure time to 
the study of the fundamental principles of Masonic law, and the ruliugs of the differ- 
ent bodies, as reported by our Committees on Foreign Correspondence. 

Which decision was sustained by the Grand Chapter. 

The following amendment to the Constitution, which was laid over at the last 
annual Convocation, was consigned to rest for another year : 

The Jf.\ E.\ Grand High Priest may appoint a Grand Lecturer, whose duty i^ 
shall be to visitand instruct Tn the work of the Grand Chapter, such Chapters as may, 
in his opinion, need instruction ; for which service he shall receive an adequate com- 

S ensation, of which the Grand Chapter shall pay a sum not exceeding five hundred 
ollars per annum. No companion shall be permitted to lecture in any Chapter 
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter, unless he be a member of a Chapter in 
this jurisdiction, or have authority to that effect from the Grand High Priest. 

Dispensations were issued for the formation of two new Chapters, and three 
Special Dispensations were issued. 

The Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia was formally recognized and welcomed into 
the sisterhood of Grand Chapters. 

The Committee on “ Chartered Chapters” commence their report with the follow- 
ing strange announcement : 

Your Committee on Subordinate Chapters respectfully beg leave to report, that 
they have examined carefully the returns of the several Chapters, and find, strange 
to say, but four regular chartered Chapters, viz : Orleans, No. 1, Shreveport, No. 10, 
(Jyrus, No. 12, Delta No. 15, who had made their returns and complied with all the 
requirements of the Constitution, a fact which the proper officers of the different 
Chapters should remedy, and not allow the next Convocation to open with the same 
fault. True, many came afterward and complied with all the constitutional law s, 
but the Grand Secretary had taken so much pains to forward directions that the fault 
is a grave one if allowed to continue, and a proper remedy applied immmediately 
would do much good. 
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We think a judicious stirring np of High Priests and Secretaries would have a 
beneficial effect. 

The Committee on Appeals- and Grievances appears to have an easy time; report- 
ing, as usual, nothing to do. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. Joseph P. Horner, 
and carefully reviews the transactions of twenty-four Grand Chapters, noting every- 
thing of interest in their proceedings. California receives fraternal notice, and the 
report of our predecessor is characterized os an •* able paper .” 

In reviewing the proceedings of Iowa, he gets in the following good one on Cor- 
son, of New Jersey : 

Our confrire don’t understand Corson’s declaration that the NewJersey delega- 
tion to Baltimore next September will not room so near the Louisianians as they aid 
at St. Louis three years ago. Well, we’ll explain, and our new brother shall have 
the experience for which we have duly paid our pro rata. At St. Louis, our delega- 
tion, having some idea of comfort, secured And arranged auite pleasant rooms, 
which, from the habits and regularity of its occupants, became known as the 11 Home 
of the Virtuous.” Unfortunately, delegations from New Jersey, and other parts 
which shall be nameless, not liking their own quarters, repaired regularly to room 
No. 282, and made night hideous until near dawn, and consumed vast quantities of 
ice-water and matches at our expense, thus plundering us at once of our sleep and 
our money ; and, in consideration of which, Corson promised (rashly) that we should 
turn the tables upon them at Baltimore. Calm consideration has cooled both his 
blood and his generosity, and now he is trying to back out of his agreement, but he 
could uo more help hanging around ns when we do meet than he could fly. 

We are pleased to see that Comp. Horner has received the reward of merit by 
being elected Deputy Grand High Priest, and we hope to greet him as Most Excel- 
lent, at the next annual Convocation. The M.\ E.\ M. E. Girard was elected Grand 
High Priest, and the I?.\ E.\ James C. Batchelor was reelected Grand Secretary. 

MAINE. 

The Grand Chapter of Maine assembled in annual Convocation in the city of Port- 
land, on the second day of May, 1871, the M.\ E.\ Stephen Young, Grand High Priest, 
presiding, the B.\ E\ Ira Berry being Grand Secretary. All the Chapters in the juris- 
diction, thirty-three in number, were represented at the opening, and of ther Grand 
officers, only the First and Third Vails were pro terns. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is confined, principally, to a record of his 
official acts. He says : 

Nothing has come to my knowledge to disturb the harmony of the various Chap- 
ters in our jurisdiction, and the past year has seemed to be one of uninterrupted 
prosperity. It is a matter of pride with me, therefore, that I have little to present 
for your consideration but the bare record of my official acts. 

He reports the issue of two dispensations for the formation of new Chapters, and 
two special dispensations for conferring degrees in less than the usual time. He evi- 
dently deems an apology for the last to be necessary, for he says : 

The reasons in these cases were so strong that they overcame my almost invinci- 
ble repugnance to documents of this nature ; for, while I fully believe in the pro- 
vision of the Constitution which provides for the dispensing power, l hold that this 
power should be exercised with extreme caution and only in rare cases. 

The following question was submitted and decided : 

A Companion requests a dimit from a Chapter. He has paid his dnes, but refuses 
to pay a certain sum voluntarily subscribed by him for the benefit of the Chapter, 
ana is accused of dishonesty in various business transactions. Is he entitled to a 
dimit? 

Ans. He is entitled to a dimit unless charges are filed against him, and the alleged 
offences are proved, after due trial. 

We hold that a companion is not entitled to a dimit while charges are pending 
against him ; he must remain a member until he is vindicated or convicted. 

He calls upon the Grand Chapter to fix the status of the District Deputy Grand 
High Priests, who, he says, are not members of the Grand Chapter, and have no vote by 
virtue of their office ; he recommends that thiB be at once remedied, and that the 
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officers in question be provided with an appropriate official costume. He also recom- 
mends that some provision be made by which the members of the Grand Council will 
be enabled to retain possession of the insignia of their office during the year, in order 
that they may appear appropriately clothed in their official visits to subordinate 
Chapters. This is all very well, but our “ special wonder” is excited as to the man- 
ner of men composing the Grand Council away down in Maine, when the Grand High 
Priest gravely proposes that they shall be required to give a good and sufficient bond 
for the safe return of the property at the expiration of their office. This, to us, ap- 
pears to be a somewhat singular suggestion, but then we suppose Comp. Young ia 
acquainted with his confreres upon the Grand Council. 

He concludes with the following beautiful peroration: 

Let me congratulate you upon the happy auspices under which we now come 
together. 

While we are enjoying the blessings of peaceful prosperity, the seething tide of 
war is laying waste the fertile fields of Europe. While we meet with almost unbroken 
ranks, to exchange our fraternal greetings, many a lodge of the old world has become 
a Lodge of Sorrow for those who will see its lights no more. 

We have but just emerged from the same flaming furnace, and the smell of fire is 
still on our garments. 

We cannot better show our appreciation of the blessings of peace, than by labor- 
ing to perpetuate them ; and nothing will conduce more to this effect than a dilligent 
dissemination of the fundamental principles of our ancient Order, \jet us then re- 
new our zeal in this cause, and work hand in hand with religion for the good of our 
fellow-men. Whenever all men shall be brought to love God and their neighbor, an 
appeal to arms will be no longer possible, and war will disappear from the face of 
the earth. 

Comp. Josiah H. Drummond presents a lengthy and able report upon the question 
of the employment of substitutes, and as this is a subject of general interest to the 
Craft we quote a portion of the report: 

The Special Committee, to which was referred so much of our Grand High Priest's 
address last year as refers to the use of substitutes, ask leave to report. 

They have endeavored to ascertain the early customs of Royal Arch Masons, as 
having an important bearing upon the question. 

Availing themselves of the able address of Comp. William 8. Gardner, at the Cen- 
tennial Anniversary of St. Andrew’s Chapter of Boston, in December, 1869, we find. 

That the Royal Arch Degree was conferred in that Chapter (then appurtenant to 
St. Andrew' 8 Lodge) in 1709 ; that so far as the record discloses, it was not conferred 
upon three brethren together till 1797 ; that in February, 1795, the Chapter voted, 
“ That in future there shall only two be advanced to the Royal Arch Step the same 
evening.” 

It is a singular coincidence that the first time three brethren were exalted 
together was upon the occasion of the visit for the first time of Thomas Smith Webb. 
The Chapter had been previously using the Irish Ritual. Soon after Corap. Webb and 
Hammer, from Temple Chapter, Albany, again visited the Chapter and conferred 
some of the degrees “ after their manner.” 

At this time, undoubtedly, Webb (who was made a Mason in 1792) was perfecting 
his system ; for in the autumn of 1797, St. Andreses Chapter adopted his work, and 
in conjunction with other Chapters took measures to form a Grand Chapter, which 
was accomplished in 1798, the date of the origin of the American system. of Royal 
Arch Masonry. Webb had published his Monitor the year before, but no forms for 
the installation of Chapter officers are given in it, and, therefore, we cannot tell 
whether the charge to the High Priest and the ritual containing the clause referring 
to the number of candidates, existed before 1798 or not. But the Constitution of the 
Grand Chapter, framed in January of that yfcar, contains the portion of the charge 
referred to. It thus appears that the requirement of having three exalted together 
did not exist in Massachusetts before Webb promulgated his system. We are in- 
formed by our Massachusetts Companions that the use of substitutes in that jurisdic- 
tion commenced when they adopted Webb’s system, and has continued ever since. 

Turning now to New York, we have to regret that the early history of Temple 
Chapter, of which Wrbb was a member, has never been published, so far as we can 
learn. It is the present practice there to use substitutes, and has been for many 
years ; indeed, the earliest proceedings to which we have had access (1824) indicate 
that they were then used as a matyer of course. 

He also refers to tea other Grand Chapters which have been in existence for more 
than fifty years, all of which, he asserts, have authorized the use of substitutes. The 
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opposition to the practice, manifested in many jurisdictions, arises, he says, “ from 
the language of the ritual, and the installation charge to the High Priest. They are in 
direct conflict with the practice ; bat the fact is, the practice is older than the ritual* 
and when the ritual was adopted, the old practice was not changed to conform to it’’ 

The following resolutions were adopted as Standing Regulations : 

Resolved, That in the absence of the High Priest, King and Scribe from any meet- 
ing of a Chapter, the next officer in rank shall preside, unless he request a Past High 
Priest to officiate for him. 

Resolved , That in the absence of the High Priest, King and Scribe from any Chap- 
ter under this jurisdiction, no degrees shall be conferred unless a Past High Priest is 
present to preside. 

The Report on Correspondence is as usual from the facile pen of Corap. Drummond, 
and is one of the best reports we have yet had the pleasure of perusing. He reviews 
the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, but omits ours for the very good rea- 
son that our proceedings for 1871 had not been received by him.* 

Comp. Drummond understands the reason of the delay in their issue, and we prom- 
ise him that no cause of complaint shall exist in future, if we can avoid it. 

In reviewing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, he 
thus gently chides Comp. MisoN for the carelessness of his style : 

Comp. J. Edwin Mason presented an able Report on Correspondence, but marred, 
we are sorry to say, by things too carelessly— to speak mildly— written. Comp. M. is 
a nervous, vigorous writer, and his style is sharp and incisive ; but we believe him 
to be above saying a severe thing undeserved, for the sake of saying a shatp one. 

While his Grand Chapter was battling for its life, we made due allowance, but 
now when all questions have been settled, we dislike *to see him fighting the battles 
over again with the same zeal and excitement. 

Comp. Henderson, of Kentucky, gets a smart rap over the knuckles, in the fol- 
lowing : 

Comp. H. A. M. Henderson presented the Report on Correspondence, a brief 
summary with few comments, and a poor reason given for making them few. 

But if he should not be more happy in his comments than he is in the following 
reply to Comp. Bell, we commend his prudence in being so chary of them : 

“ Under the head of Seceded Chapters Kentucky is reviewed. From what did 
our Grand Chapter ever secede ? It was never a member of the General Grand Chap- 
ter. As it never acceded , how could it secede ?” 

For, the three Chapters which formed the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, were 
chartered by Thomas Smith Webb, as Deputy General Grand Hjgh Priest, under the 
authority of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter ; those three Chapters, 
reciting that constitution as their authority, and proceeding according to the instruc- 
tions of Webb, formed the Grand Chapter, which then asked the approbation of the 
General Grand Chapter, sent delegates to its session in 1819, obtained its approba- 
tion and recognition, was represented in it in 1820, 1847, 1850. 1853 and 1856 ; and in 
1857 it adopted the following resolution : “ Resolved , That this Grand Chapter hereby 
dissolves its connection with the General Grand Chapter of the United States of 
America ; and that the subordinates of this Grand Chapter govern themselves accord- 
ingly.” 

“Can the blind lead the blind ? Shall they not both fall into the ditch ?” 

We confess to being provoked at such blunders as this of Comp. H., and the more 
because there is sncli a general carelessness — not to say ignorance— in relation to 
masonic history upon nearly all questions, that if it was in secular matters, it would 
seem to be, and would be held to be, willful perversion of the truth. We speak in 
sorrow, rather than in anger. 

The following history of the Order of High Priesthood will be found exceedingly 
interesting, and we trust we shall be excused for quoting it entire :— 

THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD. 

The action of the Grand Chapter of New York in assuming jurisdiction over this 
Order, has attracted the attention of the Craft to consider its real office. Comp. A. I. 
Sawyer submitted a report to the Grand Council of Michigan, which we copy (save 
a little) as the best introduction to oar own discussion : — 


• Our proceedings reached him while hia report was going through the press, and a brief 
bat fraternal notice appears at the end ofhla report, instead of being in their proper place. 
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“ It Is impossible,” says Dr. Mackey, “ from the want of authentic documents, to 
throw much light upon the historical origin of this degree. No allusion to it can be 
found in any ritual works out of America, nor even here anterior to about the end of 
the last and beginning of this century. Webb is the first who mentions it, and gives 
it a place in the series of Capitular degrees.” 

Dr. Mitchell, in his worK entitled “ History of Freemasonry and Masonic Digest,” 
says, “ We have not yet examined the history of the origin of the Order of High 
Priesthood, but we do not hesitate to say, that it is a thing of modern invention ; in- 
deed, so recently has this imposing Order been introduced, that pre-disposed as the 
Craft everywhere seems to be to embrace every newly invented appendage to Free- 
masonry, this Order or degree has not yet become universally known throughout the 
United States. Twenty years ago we had never heard of it.” And further on he 
says : “ But we do not regard this as at all remarkable, knowing, as we do, that the 
degree has no sort of connection with Freemasonry,” See., Ac. 

Comp. William Hacker, President of the Council of High Priests of Iudiana, for 
the last twelve or fifteen years, in his beautiful little manual of the Order, says : 
"Webb, in the second edition of his * Monitor,’ published in 1802, makes the first 
mention of it, that* has as yet been found ; and but little doubt need be entertained 
that Webb and his associates, Snow, Fowle, and Gleason, were the real authors of 
it. Where they got the germ or original idea from, is as equally unknown, but doubt- 
less this was wholly original with them, as nothing they were known to be in posses- 
sion of at the time will (bear any comparison in the most remote particular, to the 
Order of High Priesthood, as they have handed it down to us.” 

Comp. Hacker also says he has examined “ an old manuscript said to be in the 
handwriting of John Snow, in the earlier days of his manhood, in which was con- 
tained a very succinct draft of the Order as we now have it, and which, doubtless, is 
as near the original draft as will ever be obtained.” 

In a private letter dated October 26, 1870, Comp. Hacker says : “ In regard to the 
Order of High Priesthood, the manner in which it has been kept and administered 
until within a few years past ha9 really given it no history. I investigated the sub- 
ject some twelve years since, and became convinced that John Snow, late of Ohio, 
was really the author of it, about, or between the years 1797 and 1801.” 

The " old manuscript ” referred to, he says, ** was the esoteric ritual of the Order 
complete, which I copied, and it is the ritual adopted and used in this State ever 
since.” 

In a private letter from Companion Josiah H. Drummond, of Maine, who informs 
me that he is preparing a report for the Grand Chapter of his State upon the subject 
of High Priesthood, he says : " The earliest record I have found of the conferring of 
the degree or Order is in the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, in 
which it is recorded that Henry Fowle conferred it in Maine in July, 1820.” Further 
on he says: " I always supposed it was arranged by Webb. In the Monitor of 1797 
no allusion is made Jo it ; in the edition of 1802 it is given as a regular thing and no 
mention made of its history, etc., so 1 had taken it for granted that Webb invented it 
between 1797 and 1802,” etc. 

Injustice to Comp. Drummond it is proper that I should add that he says : “ But 
I have really just begun my inquiries,” etc. 

Comp. Hazelrigo, of Indiana, in a private letter written sometime in July, I 
think, substantially agrees with what I have already quoted as to origin, history, etc., 
of the Order, but placing an estimate a9 to the importance of the Order similar to 
Dr. Mitchell. I wouldnave preferred using his own language, but unfortunately 
have mislaid his letter and can not do so ; a circumstance I very much regret. 

From the foregoing and other documentary evidence your committee cbncluded : 
Firet, that the exact origin of the Order, the precise time when and by whom first 
arranged and taught, are, and probably ever will be, wrapped in a mist of impene- 
trable doubt and uncertainty. But that it was founded some time between the years 
1797 and 1802, and probably by Webb, Snow, Fowle, and Gleason, first published 
in Webb’s Monitor of 1802, and first taught by one or more of the parties above 
mentioned. Nothing is certain, however, which of the gentlemen named had the 
honor of first inaugurating, inventing, or teaching it, although it would seem to your 
committee that John Snow has precedence of the others in this particular. 

Secondly, that “ the manner in which it has been kept and administered, until 
within a few years past, has really given it no history.” 

One thing is certain, viz : Grand Councils of High Priests are of comparatively 
recent origin, and until conferred under the auspices of Grand Councils, but little 
that is reliable connected with the Order can be found. Then the real history of the 
Order of High Priesthood commences in each State. 

For instance, a Grand Council of High Priests was organized in 18.18 in Ohio, in 
1849 in Connecticut, between 1852 and 1856 [1853] in Kentucky, in 1857 in Maine and 
California, and not till 1861 in our own State— but ten years ago, at which time (Jan- 
uary 10, 1861,) our much honored, Most Excellent President, (Comp. Ebenkzkr 
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Sprague,) was set apart and solemnly consecrated to the office of High Priest of the 
Order. 

Notwithstanding all this, as Comp. Hacker very appropriately says, the Order 
“ has in its structure all the elements of sublimity and impressiveness. Its covenants 
are solemn and forcible ; its means of recognition are alike ingenious, simple, full of 
dignity, and both scriptural and masonically appropriate, and when conferred as its 
just merits demand, nas never failed to excite the admiration of the recipient or to 
increase his zeal in the great cause of human benefaction.” 

Chronology op the Order. So far as your committee have been able to find, no 
special chronological date has ever yet been assigned to the Order of High Priest- 
hood, but that the Christian or common era has generally been adopted. Occasion- 
ally the Royal Arch Era has been used ; not for any particular reason, however, ex- 
cept from its association with capitular Masonry, and then only incidentally. 

Bnt if the degree of High Priesthood is to be elevated to the dignity of an Order, 
and its conventions graced with the significant title of Grand Councils, your commit- 
tee see no good reason why it should not also have an era peculiar to its own, as well 
as other degrees, systems, or orders of Masonry. And assuming this to be the case, 
they would follow, the plan of the rest and make it coeval with the legend, event, or 
idea represented or significant in the ceremonies pertaining to the degree, system, or 
order. 

Following the example, we most go back to the battle of the nine kings, and the 
blessing of Abram by Melchisedek, after returning from the slaughter of Chedorla- 
omerand his associates, that being the principal event exemplified in the ceremonies 
• of the Order. 

That being 1911 years B. C., we shall have to add that amount to the Christian 
era, making ours 3782. It has been suggested that* we might follow the Knights 
Templar, and date from the origin of the Order. 

But since it is impossible, with our present knowledge, to ascertain whether oftr 
Order was founded in the year 1797, ’98, ’99, 1800, 1801, or 1802, and since the date 
of the legend or event exemplified or commemorated in the ceremonies of the de- 
gree, is a matter of historical record ; and further, that although the Knights Templar 
profess to date from the origin of the Order, nevertheless it is also a historical fact 
that they really date from the year in which Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, assigned 
them a place of retreat in a Christian Church, called the Church of the Holy Temple, 
“ while protecting the pilgrims through the passes and defiles of the mountains to 
the Holy City.” We would, therefore, prefer to take our chronology from the prin- 
cipal historical fact commemorated in tne ceremonies of the Order, viz : the blessing 
of Melchisedek, which took place, as before stated, 1911 B. C., making, according to 
that plan, our present date, as before stated, 3782. 

If we accept the above and adopt the plan suggested, it yet remains to select a 
proper synonym to use in connection with the figures already mentioned, commem- 
orative in itself of the event upon which the degree or Order is founded. 

Upon this point yonr committee had intended to remain silent, preferring to leave 
the matter to vour own judgments, but upon more mature reflection and further re- 
search, have finally concluded to present the following elaboration of their views by 
Camp. Hacker, as a proof of this report, and recommend its adoption, viz: “To 
what language shall we go for a proper term to denote the chronology ?” If we go 
to the Shemitic languages we have the word borak or boraka, to bless, to wish a bles- 
sing to, or invoke a blessing on, etc. But these same articulations also mean in the 
languages in which they are used, to curse, to blaspheme. That being the case it 
would, in my opinion, not be very appropriate, and its double meaning objectionable. 
When we look to the Japhetic stock we find the words beo facio, Blessed or to Bless, 
to Uess and to make happy. This, like the former, does not seem to have a double 
and opposite meaning, and would, therefore, not be as objectionable as the other ; 
this might be abbreviated thus, A.*. B.*. — But there would be an objection to that as 
it has already been adopted as signifying a degree conferred in our schools and col- 
leges of learning. Then, to obviate that objection, we might fix it thus: A.*. Beo.*. — 
Anno Beo Facio, the year of the blessing. 

We think, however, the Order originated in January, 1799, at the session of the 
General Grand Chapter, and that Webb was its author. He was at that session ap- 
pointed chairman of a Committee to report a Constitution, and did so. In that Con- 
stitution he gives forms for installing High Priests. After the questions are answered 
and the installation prayer made, “All the companions, except High Priests and Past 
High Priests, are then requested to withdraw, while the new High Priest is solemnly 
bound to the performance of his duties ; and after the performance of other neces- 
sary ceremonies, not proper to be written, they are permitted to return.” The Grand 
High Priest then declares him “ duly installed and anointed High Priest.” 

That this alluded to the Order of High Priesthood, there can be no doubt. The 
form for installation follows that of the installation of the Master of a Lodge, and the 
foregoing proceedings are had in lieu of conferring the Past Master’s degree. Mark 
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also the force of the word “ anointed.” This provision remained in the Constitution 
fifty-four years, till 1853, when the General Grand Chapter decided that the Order is 
not a necessary part of the installation of a High Priest, and struck out this provision 
from the Constitution. Any one familiar with Webb’s ritual of the Past Master’s de- 

S ree cannot fail to perceive that the author of this Order was familiar with that 
egree. 

Webb was made a Mason in 1792, and in 1797 had apparently introdnced his work 
into TemjAe Chapter, at Albany. In the latter part of that year he visited Boston 
and exempli led his work there, and it was adopted. Debxot’s Royal Arch was con- 
ferred only on Past Masters ; and Wrbb made that degree a part of the Chapter sys- 
tem, and it was also made a part of the ceremonies of installation of a Master. 
What more natural, when he came to prepare ceremonies for installation of High 
Priests, than that he should invent a similar degree for Past High Priests? 

Prom oor examination, we have not the slightest donbt that the Order was origi- 
nally intended to be a part of the ceremonies at the installation offa High Priest. The 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter so recognized it for more than fifty years. 
But it frequently happened that it was not practicable to confer at that time ; and in 
such cases it was conferred at some convenient time afterwards. This happened so 
frequently that it became the rule. The same thing often happened in regard to the 
degree of Past Master. It was not practicable for the installing officer to confer that 
degree upon the Master elect, and it was deferred to some more convenient time. 
We have known Masters of Lodges who were not instructed in that degree till £ears 
after they went out of office. We have no doubt that the practice of conferring the 
Order of High Priesthood after installation grew up in the same manner and from the 
same causes. In fact, in the States in which it is now a part of the installation cere- 
monies, the same practice still prevails. When the practice of balloting upon appli- 
cations first arose, we cannot ascertain. That practice changed the whole system. 
If the High Priests had a right to ballot, they had a right to reject. One of two con- 
sequences followed : either the Order is not a necessary qualification for a High 
Priest, ora power outside of the Chapter and the Grand Chapter, responsible to 
neither, prevents the installation of an officer elected by his Chapter, or reasons 
satisfactory to themselves, or for no reasons at all. 

The General Grand Chapter took the first horn of the dilemma, deciding that the 
Order is not a necessary qualification fora High Priest, but a mere honorarium con- 
ferred by the possessors of it upon such of those duly qualified as they choose to 
select, and that consequently the General Grand Chapter has no jurisdiction over it. 
Th? same view is held in all the jurisdictions in which Grand Councils of the Order 
ex st, so far as we have any knowledge. 

In either view, the action of the Grand Chapter of New York in assnming control 
of it, is erroneous, in our judgment. The action of the Grand Council in deciding 
that it is a part of the installation ceremony, we believe to be a return to the origi- 
nal plan of the Order. But the step taken by the Grand Chapter does not follow as 
a consequence. We know of no Grand Lodge which assumes to control the degree 
of Past Master. Grand Lodges can know whether a man i9 a Past Master or not only 
from the record of his installation and service as such. It cannot inquire whether 
all the ceremonies of his installation were correctly performed. When such a Past 
Master desires admission among his fellows who have taken the degree, they alone 
have the means of knowing, Masonicallv, whether he has taken the degree or not. 
If not, he is legally entitled to receive it, and it is their duty to confer it We hold, 
in the same manner, that all the knowledge a Grand Chapter can have whether a 
man is a High Priest or not, must be derived from the recoid of his installation and 
service, as such. Those in possession of thiB Order only can know Masonically 
whether he has taken it or not. It is true that in these Councils a record is kept, and 
frequently certified to the Grand Chapter. But the latter must take it on trust ; it can 
have no Masonic knowledge in the matter. 

Our conclusion is, that the Order should be deemed a qualification of a High 
Priest, and as instruction, to which every elected High Priest (except those to whom 
installation may for good reason be refused) is entitled, as matter of right, and 
which he should obtain at the earliest practicable period; that it can be conferred no- 
where so well as in these Grand Councils ; that they should be continued for that 
purpose, but should not attempt to exercise any discretion as to whether they would 
confer it or not upon qualified candidates, and hence should never ballot upon any 
application ; and that the Grand Chapter has nothing whatever to do with it. But 
we think we would not make this the exclusive manner of receiving the Order. We 
would retain the practice in Virginia of allowing three Past High Priests to confer 
it at the time of installation. This would give the Grand High Priest the power 
(which he should possess) of seeing that the officers of Chapters are properly 
installed and instructed. 

In regard to the chronology, we think our Michigan companions are clearly right 
in selecting the time from which to date ; but we do not think they have adopted a 
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proper name for the date. We do not believe In taking words from different lan* 
guages, for such purpose. The Latin is used for Masonic dates in all other cases in 
the York Rite ; and we would follow the same rule in this case — Anno Benedictionis 
seems to us much preferable to Anno Beo Facio. 

Thirty-three chartered Chapters and two under dispensation ; membership, 3069. 

The M.\ E.\ Stephen Youno was reelected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Ira Berry was reflected Grand Secretary. 

MARYLAND. 

The Grand Chapter of Maryland held a Special Convocation in the city of Balti. 
more on the ninth day of May, 1871, for the purpese of installing the Grand Officers 
elect, and to make arrangements for the entertainment of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, to convene in that city in September. Little was done except to request the 
High Priests of the various Chapters to recommend the appropriation of such 
amounts of money as each Chapter could afford, to defray the expenses incident to 
the occasion. 

The Annual Convocation was held at the same place on the thirteenth day of No- 
vember, 1871— the jR.\ E.\ Charles H. Ohr, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ 
Er. William A. Wentz being Grand Secretary. Seven Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address says : — 

In September last the General Grand Chapter of the United States held its Tri- 
ennial Convocation in the hall in which we are now assembled. It is needless for me 
to say that its meetings were characterized by friendship , by fervency and zeal, but 
it affords me much pleasure to say to you that the spirit of union prevailed and pre- 
dominated over all. There was not the sound of axe, -hammer, or any other destruc- 
tive or offensive tool heard on the walls of our mystic temples, but willing hearts and 
hands have deepened and broadened its foundations ; its pillars and altars have been 
purified ; its ornaments and jewels have been brightened, its covering and its lights 
have been extended to the uttermost corner of the earth. Who is there among us all 
that will dare to stretch his hand with sacrilegious intent to lay hold on the ark of 
our covenant to set it up in the Temple of Dagon or discord ? 

Among some of its work is the correction of errors which have crept into the 
work, ana which corrections will be communicated to you during the present session 
of our Grand Chapter for the future government of our subordinate Chapters. Many 
of the representatives of the General Grand Chapter teing representatives also in 
the General Grand Encampment, both meeting at the same period and holding ses- 
sions interchangeably, time was not sufficient for all the work that it was desirable 
should be done. Something however was accomplished, and as the next Triennial 
Convocation of these Grand Bodies are not to be held at the same time or place, 
more time will be allowed for the deliberation and action of both, and more may be 
accomplished for the good of each. 

He reports the issue of two dispensations to form new Chapters, and that during 
the year past no sound of discord has arisen to disturb the prevailing harmony. 

He quietly intimates to the Grand Chapter that, as they have no available Past 
Grand High Priest, it would afford him pleasure to occupy that position; in other 
words, he declined a reflection, having served three years as Grand High Priest. 
From the report of the Committee on Finances it appears that the balance in the 
treasury amounts to $314 93. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. He^imon L. Emmons, Jr. 
He reviews the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, California for 1871 receiving 
fraternal notice. In most instances he presents those portions of the transactions of 
the several Grand igkapters which are of general interest without note or comment 
Nine chartered Chapters are borne upon the roll, and two under dispensation ; the 
membership we have not time to figure up. 

The M.\K\ Geo. L. McCahan was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\E.\ 
Wm. A. Wentz was reelected Grand Secretary. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

We have received the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts at its 
Quarterly Convocations held March 8th, June 7th, and September 13th, and the An- 
nual Convocation held December 13th, 1870. 
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At the first Quarterly Convocation the Grand High Priest delivered a brief address, 
in which he recited his official acts since the last Annual Convocation. He reported 
the issue of two dispensations to form new Chapters ; one at North Bridgewater, the 
other at West Harwich. 

He complains of the neglect of some of the Chapters to make their returns to the 
Grand Chapter, and suggests the adoption of some measures to insure prompt and 
complete returns. 

In one of his visits to a subordinate Chapter, he witnessed the advancing to the 
Mark Master’s degree, of a youth of eighty-two summers, who had been fifty-four 
years a Mason, and whose zeal had suffered no abatement, but had rather increased 
with his years. Some of the companions, in recognition of the past services of the 
venerable brother in the Symbolic Lodges, contributed the means to enable him to 
pass within the vails of the tabernacle, and he is reported to have entered into the 
spirit of the ceremonies with all the zeal and interest of youth. 

The Grand High Priest says : “ The event was, to my mind, a very pretty illustra- 
tion of the spirit of love and equality prevading our beloved Fraternity, and of the 
deep and abiding attachment of the fathers to it.’’ He visited, in February, the 
Grand Chapter of New York, and speaks in glowing terms of the courtesy and hospi- 
tality exhibited by the companions of that jurisdiction. 

He witnessed the conferring of the Order of High Priesthood, and says the cere- 
mony was very impressive, bat differed materially from that used in Massachusetts. 

Two donations of twenty-five dollars each were granted to widows of Royal Arch 
Masons. 

At the other quarterly Convocations nothing of importance was done, except the 
issue of two dispensations to form new Chapters. 

The M.\ E.\ Henry Chickering, Grand High Priest, presided at all the meetings, 
the Hr. E.\ Thomas Waterman being Grand Secretary. 

At the Annual Convocation, forty Chapters were represented, fifty being borne 
upon the Register. The Grand Chapter was opened in ample form, prayer being 
offered by one of the three Grand Chaplains. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is lengthy, and principally devoted to the 
recital of his official acts and other matters of local interest. He says : — 

The past year has been one of almost uninterrupted prosperity, throughont onr 
jurisdiction, and we have the most abundant cause for thankfulness for the harmony 
that has prevailed, and /or the steady growth and progress of our Order, in every 
part of the State. 

During the year dispensations have been granted for six new Chapters, and five 
that were previously under dispensation, have been chartered and constituted ; the 
two together (dispensated and chartered) equal one-fourth of all the chartered ones 
at the commencement of the year ; while applications for not less than four more 
new ones are, to my knowledge, to be presented at the present Convocation ; surely 
here is growth, which if natural and healthy, as I believe it is, we may feel truly 
grateful for, and take a just pride in. Let us not forget, however, that the greatest 
and most enduring strength, does not always consist in number *, and be careful that 
we find positive, and not mere negative arguments for the establishment of new 
Chapters, as well as positive qualities of fitness and character in all candidates upon 
whom we confer Sublime Degrees. 

The office of Grand High Priest, in this jurisdiction, appears to be no sineenre. 
He personally visited, during the year, thirty -seven Chapters, consecrated five of the 
nnmber, and installed the officers of several others. He reports tftit, during the two 
years he presided over the Royal Craft, he has personally visited every Chapter in 
the State, and some of them twice. This is good work, and sqnare work ; would 
that such zeal were contagions. 

He complains that in some instances the Chapter has been used simply as a step- 
ping-stone to other degrees and orders ; many, after taking the Chapter degrees as a 
pre-requisite to advancement, lose all interest in the meetings, and are seen no more 
except upon some rare occasion of especial interest. 
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He alludes to a practice which he Bays has prevailed for years in some of the 
Chapters, of doing business in any degree in which they may chance to be open, and 
when Mark Masters, Past Masters, or Most Excellent Masters may be present This 
practice he justly condemns, and urges that there is quite as much reason for requir- 
ing the business of the Chapter to be transacted only in the Royal Arch degree, as 
that of the Blue Lodge only in the Master’s. The Committee to whom the Address 
was referred, reported in favor of a regulation requiring all business to be done in 
the Royal Arch degree, but the Grand Chapter refused to adopt the report, and the 
same slip-slod method prevails. Either the Grand High Priest or the Grand Chap- 
ter has exhibited a lack of good sense in this matter, and we are inclined to the be- 
lief that the head of the Grand High Priest is eminently “ level” upon this, as upon 
most matters of which he treats in his admirable Address. 

The following commends itself to our judgment as a good idea, and is new to us : 

In one Chapter I found a practice which may, perhaps, prevail in others, though 
I am not aware of it, in reference to the referring of petitions for degrees and mem- 
bership, which strikes me favorably, and which 1 therefore mention. Instead of an- 
nouncing publicly the names of the committee to whom a petition is referred, the 
High Prie9t appoints them privately, and either himself or through the Secretary, 
notifies each one, without informing him who the others of the committee are. Each 
one investigates the case himself and reports to the High Priest in writing, so that 
whatever the report may be, the author of it is not known except to the High Priest 
and, perhaps, the Secretary. Thus the report of the committee as well as the ballot, 
is secret, and it seems to me thi9 will tend to make committees more free and inde- 
pendent to express their real judgment of the merits of a candidate, without fear of 
being compromised. * 

He mentions the fact of the suspension of Czar Jones, Past Grand High Priest of 
the Grand Chapter of Michigan, for violating an edict of that Grand Chapter “ against 
the circulation of keys,” and intimates that, if such an edict existed in Massachusetts, 
there might possibly be found those who would be obnoxious to the same charge. 

In fact, this Grand High Priest has been going around with his eyes open, and 
speaks “ right out in meetin’ ” concerning those things which meet his disapproval. 
Dispensations were ordered to be issued for the formation of four new Chapters. 

The Grand Council was appointed a Committee to procure a suitable testimonial 
to be presented to the Its. E.\ Peter C. Jones, who had faithfully and acceptably dis- 
charged the duties of Grand Treasurer, without compensation, for a period of 
eighteen years. 

The Report on Correspondence, presented by Companion John W. Dadmcn, is an 
interesting and carefully prepared paper, and its perusal has afforded us much pleas- 
ure. He presents an able review of the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, 
California, for 1870, being among the number. He is a staunch defender of the 
General Grand Chapter, and meets the attacks of its opposers with arguments Which 
they will find it difficult to controvert. 

In reference to the assumption of control of the Order of High Priesthood by the 
Grand Chapter of New York, he says : 

If, “ before the adoption of the present regulations, the Order was in irrespon- 
sible hands,” it certainly was in a very unfortunate condition, and something should 
have been done ; but the question is, should the Grand Chapter confer the Order ? 
Here we are met with the statement that “ the Grand Chapter does not confer the 
degree or Order , but sanctions its being conferred by those who possess it, Ac.” Is 
the Order conferred in any jurisdiction by those who do not possess it? and is it 
conferred where it is not sanctioned by the Grand Chapter. If not, why could not 
our New York Companions manage this whole matter without taking it into the 
Grand Chapter ? If it is indispensable to the qualification of a High Priest, make it 
a part of the installation ceremony. New York may be all right on this subject, but 
Massachusetts “ can’t see it.” 

Neither can we. 

The aggregate membership of fifty Chapters is 6,129. The Ms. Es. Henry Chick- 
bring was reelected Grand High Priest, and the &*. E.\ Alfred F. Chapman was 
elected Grand Secretary. 
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MINNESOTA. 

The Grand Chapter of Minnesota held its tenth Annual Convocation in the city 
of St. Paul, commencing on the tenth day of January, A. L 2401 — the M.\ E.\ E. D. 
B. Porter presiding, the R.\ E.‘. W. S. Combs being Grand Secretary. Sixteen sub- 
ordinates were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest relates entirely to mUtera of local inter* 
est. He reports the appointment of twenty three Representatives near other Grand 
Chapters, in compliance with a resolution adopted at the last Annual Convocation. 
He renders the following 

OPINIONS AND DECISIONS. 

In the 4 ‘ Uniform Code of By-Laws,” adopted by this Grand Chapter in 1868, the 
time of meeting— time of holding elections— the amount of yearly dues, Ac., were 
left blank, and no specific authority granted by the Grand Chapter to subordinates 
to fill said blanks. In consequence of this, Winona Chapter, No. 5, (through its 
learned secretary,) presented me with a very lengthy communication, containing a 
few questions, with a great many answers. The only question which 1 thought re- 
quired any answer was the following :— 

“ Whether, in the opinion of the Grand High Priest, this Chapter has any author- 
ity to fill the said blanks legally ? and if yea, from whence derived ?” 

To the first interrogatory I answered, Yes. As to the “ from whence derived,” I 
did not see fit to give any answer, not considering myself specially accountable to 
the Secretary of said Chapter for my action in the premises. 

I received a request from the High Priest of OwaUmna Chapter, No. 15, to grant 
a dispensation to hold an election for High Priest, he being about to leave for State 
Prison — as Warden. * 

To this I replied, “ that it was not necessary, nor would it be proper, to hold an 
election for High Priest until the next regular election. In the absence of the High 
Priest it is the right and duty of the King to succeed him. I regard the rigid of the 
King to succeed the High Priest as a personal right vested in him, and that no dis- 
pensation can issue to set it aside and order an election ; for it is an undoubted prin- 
ciple of jusiice that the Grand High Priest has no prerogative to interfere, by his 
dispensing power, with the rights of individuals. 

A High Priest in one of our Chapters presents the following 

“ The following questions having arisen in our Chapter, I beg leave to submit the 
same for your opinion 

“ 1. Is it proper in exalting to the Royal Arch Degree, in order to make the full 
complement of candidates required, to count as such one who has previously been 
exalted to that august, sublime degree, usually denominated a * dummy V 

“ 2. When, as in our Chapter, some of the companions have conscientious scru- 
ples against being present at the conferring of that degree, under such circumstances, 
ask to retire from the Chapter, (for these reasons,) is it proper to refuse their re- 
quest?” 

To the first question I answer, that by the ruling of Past Grand High Priest Smith, 
the use of substitutes, or * ‘ dummies,” is proper ; but my opinion is that the practice 
is wrong and should not be tolerated. 

Among other questions to which a companion is required to give unequivocal an- 
swers before he can be installed as High Priest of a Chapter, is the following 

44 That you will never suffer either more or less than three brethren to be exalted 
in your Chapter at one and the same time ?” 

The Royal Arch 0.*. B.*. contains a similar vow. Now, it does seem to me that a 
companion who can knowingly assume such an 0.*. B.\ and then sanction the use of 
44 substitutes,” must have a conscience as elastic as that of a modern politician. 

To the second question I answer, No. 

The following questions were not received in time to Bend an answer to the com- 
panion presenting them; he will, therefore, be governed by the action which the 
Grand Chapter may take in reference thereto :— 

44 1. Can a member be stricken from the roll by a vote of the Chapter of which 
the delinquent is a member, or is it subject to the action of the Grand Chapter?” 

Answer.— The subordinate Chapter has full power to control the matter without 
any action by the Grand Chapter. 

44 2. If, as High Priest, I issue a summons to each companion to attend the reg- 
ular and special convocations of the Chapter, and they fail to obey, or report a rea- 
sonable excuse, can I deny them admission to the Chapter ? If not, what action is 
necessary in the matter?” 

Answer. — If admission is denied on the objection of a fellow member, the objector 
must have charges preferred. The same law obtains as in symbolic Masonry. In 
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such a case as that mentioned, charges should be preferred for tmmasonic conduct, 
in failing or refasing to obey a summons. 

He reports the issue of two dispensations for the formation of new Chapters, and 
recommends that the office of Grand Lecturer be created, said office to be filled by 
appointment of the Grand High Priest. He says : — # 

There are, in nearly all our Chapters, quite a number of members who seem to 
be Royal Arch Hinsons only in name ; they take hut little interest in the work or 
business of the Chapter; they seem to have lost, if they ever possessed, that “ferv- 
ency and zeal which should actuate all Royal Arch Masons, and is peculiarly charac- 
teristic of that degree.” I have observed with regret, that iu many cases compan- 
ions who have spent a few years in official positions, in Chapter and Lodge also, as 
soon as they are superceded in office cease to take any interest in Masonry. They 
show by their actions that they became Masons in order that they might be recipients 
of the honors conferred by the Craft, rather than from the desire “ to be good and do 
good,” which should be the ruling motive of every Mason. 

We desire to inform our M.\ 1?.\ companion that a few of that sort might be 
found in this jurisdiction, provided diligent search was made for them. 

The Committee on Grievauces report themselves in a state of beatific idleness; 
no one having been considerate enough to afford them an opportunity to display their 
powers. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence concur in the decisions of the Grand High 
Priest ; so do wc, except in the matter of substitutes, where we beg leave to dissent ; 
our views are expressed in the report of Comp. Drummond, given in our review of 
the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Maine. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. A. T. C. Pierson, in 
which he reviews the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, California for 1870 
among the number. He quotes our regulation, requiring all petitions for degrees or 
applications for membership to be signed with the full name of the petitioner or ap- 
plicant, and recommends it to his Grand Chapter, as he says there are several “ J. 
Johnsons and J. Smiths” in that jurisdiction. He quotes the remarks of our prede- 
cessor on the right of a High Priest “ under certain circumstances to resign,” and 
says : “ ButVe do not believe in statutes or resolutions declaring the dogma that 
officers of Masonic bodies, * under certain circumstances,’ can resign (if they can 
resign of course they are entitled to a dirait) without stating what are those certain 
circumstances .” We believe an officer of a Masonic body has the right to resign 
when placed in a position which debars him from the performance of his duties as 
such; (provided such position is the result of no criminal act) as in case of a per- 
manent removal from the jurisdiction, or when the demands of legitimate business, 
in which he engaged subiequent to his election and installation, require his whole 
time and attention. We are taught that “ it is not meant that Masonry should inter- 
fere with our necessary vocations, for these are on no account to be neglected.” 
Or a High Priest might be stricken with paralysis and forever rendered incapable of 
attending to his Chapter. In either of the above named cases we believe a High 
Priest or any other Masonic officer would have the right to resign. The report is an 
excellent one and well repays the perusal. 

Comp. G. W. Merrill was elected Grand High Priest, and Comp. W. 8. Combe 
was reelected Grand Secretary. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The Grand Chapter of Mississippi held its twenty-third Annual Convocation in the 
city of Vicksburg, commencing on the twentieth day of January, 1871— the M.\ Es. 
Robert B. Mayes, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Ji.\ E.\ J. L. Power acting aa 
Grand Secretary. Sixty-eight Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest prefaces his address with a sermon worthy of John Was- 
ley or Jonathan Edwards. We dislike to spoil so excellent a paper by selecting 
detatohed portions of it, but its length precludes the possibility of our quoting it en- 
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tire, bo we most e’en content ouselves with making each extracts as time and space 
will permit ns to make use of. He discoarseth thus npon the uses of adversity : - 

A long lease of earthly happiness inclines us to accept the blessings which bloom 
along the path of life, as things of course. It is those who are chosen in the furnace 
of affliction, rather thau those who bask in the sunshine of prosperity, who learn, iu 
whatsoever state they be, therewith to be content; and to say, with righteous Job, 
who was tried with the extremes of prosperity and adversity: “ Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” They learn to accept the 
chastisements of the Lord as evidences, not of his disple sure, but his love ; for 
“ whom the Lord loveth He correcteth, even as a lather the son in whom he delight- 
eth.” When thus accepted, “ the light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

It would be gross error to suppose that the rich man's access to God's kingdom i9 
difficult because it is wicked to be wealthy, or that there is any intrinsic merit in 
poverty. In the possession of riches lies the temptation, but not the sin ; for it can- 
not be sinful to seek, accept, and enjoy any blessing which cometk down from the 
Father of Lights. Great was the opulence of Job, but he did not make gold his 
hope. He opened his door to the traveler ; he did not see the poor without cloth iug: 
he delivered the fatherless and the helpless ; and he cau-ed the widow's heart to sing 
for joy. He was eyes to the blind, feet to the lame, a father to the poor, in all this 
he sinned uot. I commend him as an excellent model for every companion Royal Arch 
Mason, for he received and dispensed his wealth as a faithful steward of the Lord. 
The sin is not in the use, hut in the abuse of temporal prosperity ; in an idolatrous 
eagerne«s of pursuit which disregards other and and paramount duties ; in consuming 
God's favors o:t our own lusts ; in failing to communicate to others as the Lord has 
prospered us, and to render thanks to Him from whom come riches and honor. 

So close is the relation between the duties of Masonry and the temporal duties of 
religion, that those who are most faithful to their religious profession are ever most true 
to their Masonic obligations. The vicious tendencies which close our hearts to God. 
harden them to onr fellow-men. Especially does “ covetousness, which is idolatry,’’ 
at once dethrone God, substituting self a9 the centre of the universal circle, and 
thrnst our fellow-men and lellow-Masons into a circumference too distant for the 
scope of our contracted sympathies. The insatiate hunger and thirst for corruptible 
and corrupting riches, which pervade all classes of our people, have caused the cool- 
ing of Masonic fervency. Let the indigent Mason reflect that poverty is not earth's 
greatest ill ; the affluent Mason, that wealth is not the greatest earthly good. Let 
both, remembering the coansel of our great Masonic brother, “ gather gear 
“ Not for to hide it in a hedge. 

Not for a brain attendant ; 

Bnt for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent 

and, permit me to add, for the blessed privilege of relieving distress. For, to quote 
from another of Scotland’s great intellectual lights, speaking in the character of an 
humble Scottish maiden: “When the hour of trouble comes * * and when 
the hour of death comes, that comes to high and low * * it fa nae what we 
have done for ourselves, but what we have done for others that we think on moat 
pleasantly.'’ 

He reports the death of Comp. Oscar T. Keeler, Grand Secretary, and the ap- 
pointment of Comp. J. L. Power as Grand Secretary, ad interim. 

We recommend the following to the cartful consideration of the anti-substitutes, 
mildly suggesting that the use of substitutes is a far less objectionable method of 
getting round a difficulty than the plan here adopted : — 

On the application of a Mr. Er. High Priest, representing that he could seldom 
get a meeting of his Chapter, for want of members; that two brothers had been pre- 
pared for exaltation, and that if a class could be exalted, the difficulty of securing 
regular meetings would be removed, I granted a dispensation authorizing a ballot for 
a third brother, (recommended to me by the companion making the request, as 
worthy and well qualified), without the delay usually required by the By-Laws for 
the government ol subordinate Chapters. 

DECISION'S. • 

In response to a letter of inquiry, I decided that a Royal Arch Mason, whose 
standing is good, and whose Chapter dues are paid, if su^pendM by a Bine Lodge 
for non-payment of dues, is thereby suspended from Royal Arch Masonry, so soon as 
his Chapter receives authentic information of his suspension. Article 7 of the Per- 
manent Rules and Regulations makes no exception in favor of those whose suspen- 
sion is for non-payment of dues. 
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I bad occasion twice to deci le that the rule that “ an individual without the use 
of hands, arras or feet, is not capable of being instructed in the degree of Royal Arch 
Mason,*’ having been stricken from the Permanent Rules and Regulations, by the 
vote of the Grand Chapter in 1867 (Proceedings p. 14), the Chapters have the au- 
thority of the Grand Chapter for advancing maimed brothers who are deemed other- 
wise worthy and well qualified. As to the propriety of conferring the degree in such 
cases I expressed a doubt, in my first letter on this subject. My opinion, however, 
has gradually undergone a change. We should be careful to prevent those who are 
physically disqualified from being made Masons ; but when they become our broth- 
er* we should not let a subsequent misfortune debar them from any Masonic privil- 
ege or promotion. 

We do not think the “ gradual change” which has taken place in the Grand High 
Priest's opinion is a judicious one, or that the Grand Chapter acted wisely in strik- 
ing from its permanent rules the provision that “ an individual without the use of 
hands , arms or feet, is not capable of being instructed in the degree of Royal Arch 
Masou.” We should very much like to witness the ceremony of making a Royal 
Arch Mason of one who was minus these useful members ; the idea is simply absurd ; 
a man who, having been iiritiated an Entered Apprentice Mason, becomes maimed 
before he is advanced, m ly have some claims upon the Lodge to be made a Master 
. Mason, but he can have none whatever upon the Chapter, and we believe in exalt- 
ing none to the dignity of a Royal Arch Mason, who cannot do all that is required of 
a Royal Arch Mason to perform. 

A Chapter having elected a candidate against whom charges were subsequently 
preferred in his Lodge, for unmasonic conduct, of which he was guilty (if at all) 
before his election in the Chapter, but without the knowledge of the Chapter, 1 de- 
cided that the Chapter should postpone conferring the degrees until his conduct 
Bhould be investigated by his Lodge. And that, whatever the result of that investi- 
gation, if any member of the Chapter should still object to his advancement, the de- 
grees should be withheld from him. 

In reply to an inquiry, I decided that the High Priest, King or Scribe, with the 
assistance of eight other companions, of his own or other Chapters, may do all gen- 
eral work — that is, work pertaining to Capitular Masonry in general. For example, 
thev may open, confer degrees already bailolted for, and close. But visitors cannot 
transact auy business which is special to the Chapter ; such, for example, as the in- 
crease or diminution of its membership, the exercise of discipline, or the disposition 
of the Chapter funds. Such business requires the presence of nine members of the 
Chapter ; and an election tor the degrees, when less than nine members are present, 
is, in my judgment, irregular and illegal. 

We concur. 

Application having been made for the Capitular degrees, and it appearing that a 
member of the Chapter had a difficulty with the candidate, the usual committee 
reported that they had arranged the difficulty, and the candidate was elected. Sub- 
sequently the objection was renewed. I was asked: “Is his objection valid? If 
not, please send a dispensation to confer the degrees on the brother.” I decided that 
it is not competent to the Grand High Priest to grant a dispensation to confer the 
Capitular degrees over the objection of a member of the Chapter. 

Sound. 

I also decided that under the by-law which provides that when members neglect 
or refuse to pay dues for twelve months, they shall stand suspended without action 
ou the part of the Chapter', the neglect of the Secretary to make a record of the 
suspension does not prevent the operation of the law, but the delinquent is under 
suspension. $ 

We are sorry to observe that in the treasury of our sister it is dead low water, 
but, as “ there is a tide in the affairs of men,” so is there in those of Grand Chapters, 
and we hope our companions will speedily be enabled to take it at the flood and 
replenish their depleted coffers. We were slightly surprised, however, that the 
Grand Chapter, being somewhat in the condition of the man who had five outs to one 
in, that is to say, 

Out of money and out of clothes. 

Out at the heels and out at the toes. 

Out of credit, and 
In debt, 

Shonld have adopted the following resolntion offered by Comp. J. L. Poweb : 
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Whereas, Article YI of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, fixes the per diem 
of representatives at three dollars; and the Grand Chapter, having adopted the 
report of the Finance Committee, providing four dollars per diem for this Grand 
Convocation ; therefore 

JResolvedy That in addition to the constitutional allowance of per diem, each repre- 
sentative at this Grand Convocation shall be allowed the additional Bam of one dol- 
lar per day. 

We presume it is all right, as long as they have the Power to pall through their 
financial difficulties. 

The Committee on Masonic Law submitted the following report, which was 
received and adopted : 

To the M.\ Er. Grand Chapter of Mississippi : 

The Committee on Masonic Law and Jurisprudence, having had nnder considera- 
tion that portion of the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest's Address as relates to Allen 
Bridges, recommend that, by consent of this Grand Chapter, the Chapter in Loui- 
siana, in whose jurisdiction he resides, has the consent of this Grand Chapter to heal 
said Allen Bridges, and, if found worthy, receive him as a member. And we would 
further report, that all other Royal Arch Masons made by Paulding Chapter, No. 26, 
while in a state of sospension.be held aud received as members by Chapters in 
whose jurisdiction they may reside. 

Your Committee further recommend that Comp. J. S. Holloway, of HunUwUle 
Chapter, No. 01, who bad his leg broke, and failed to meet the Grand Chapter in 
1870, be allowed mileage and per diem, as though he was present. 

Your Committee are further of opinion, that no Chapter can be opened or closed 
unless there be present nine Royal Arch Masons, nor can any Chapter elect officers 
or ballot for candidates unless there be a like number who shall be members of said 
Chapter, and that no Chapter can be opened unless one of the three principal officers 
are present 

Your Committee are of opinion that the existing laws on the subject of physical 
disabilities seem to be ample to govern the Subo.dinate Chapters, and they do not 
deem it incumbent on them to recommend any change. In regard to the point 
raised by the Mr. E\ Grand High Priest in his Address, in regard to a Master Mason 
becoming maimed after he became such, your Committee recommend that the exist- 
ing laws shall govern the Chapters. 

On the subject of printed or written rituals, or the use of keys or “nemonics,” 
referred to by the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest, your Committee cordially concur in 
the views expressed by him in his Address, and they cannot condemn in too strong 
language the use of all written matter, which has been prohibited from time immem- 
orial, in the ritualistic part of the degrees, always excepting such as is monitorial. 

Your Committee have considered the question of continuing a regular meet- 
ing of the Subordinate Chapters beyond the day of meeting, and they are of 
opinion that if the business coming before the Chapter is not completed the first day, 
it may continue in session from day to day until the regular business is disposed of, 
and may call from labor to refreshment, or close each day. Your Committee would 
advise the Chapters to act on all petitions, and ballot on them the first day of meet- 
ing, as this practice will perhaps secure a more full attendance than on any other 
day. 

Your Committee recommend that in the Permanent Rules and Regulations, sec- 
tion 34, page 157, Proceedings of 1869, all after the words *• said court,’’ in the fourth 
line, be stricken out. 

The following questions have been submitted to your Committee : 

What is the status of a member of a Chapter who demits from a Lodge and con- 
tinues non-affiliated ? 

Has a Chapter the right to compel a member to join a Blue Lodge ? 

In answer to the first question : • 

Your Committee are of opinion that the Chapter has no jurisdiction over his 
relation to the Lodge. He is amenable to the Chapter for unmasonic conduct. 

2. The Chapter nas no right to compel to join a Blue Lodge. 

Your Committee regret that they have been compelled to decide on the questions 
submitted to them, so hastily, and respectfully suggest that if this report is agreed 
to, they propose to correct and remodel the points herein presented, and embrace 
them in a report to the next Annual Grand Convocation. 

We must express our unqualified dissent from the theory advanced by the Com- 
mittee, that a subordinate Chapter may continue a stated meeting from day to day. 
Such a practice is open to numberless abases, and we venture to predict that one 
year’s experience under this rule will be sufficient to convince the Committee that 
they were in error in recommending it. 
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We do not know what the local regulations of Mississippi may be with reference to 
Royal Arch Masons holding their membership in the Lodge, but we believe every 
member of a Chapter should also be a member of some Lodge; it is in the Lodge 
where most of the real work of Masonry is done, and there the great majority of the 
active charities of the Order are dispensed, and he who shirks his duties in the 
Lodge, who declines to contribute to its charities, and wraps himself up in the dignity 
of the so-called higher degrees, is unworthy the name of Mason, and deserves to be 
thrown among the rubbish. In California, we require every member of a Chapter to 
be a member of some Lodge, or at least to contribute to some Lodge an amount 
equivalent to the monthly dues. 

The following resolution was adopted : 

Besotted, That the Grand Chapter appropriate and pay to Comp. W. S. Pattow 
the sum of one hundred dollars, in consideration of the services rendered as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Money well earned and well applied. 

A resolution was adopted making the Convocations of the Grand Chapter bien- 
nial, instead of annual, but requiring the subordinates to make annual returns and 
pay dues as heretofore. 

Comp. Power invents the following scheme to “ raise the wind,” which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Subordinate Chapters be reqnired to pay to the Grand Chapter, on 
account of each member re instated, the sum of one dollar for each year of suspen- 
sion for non-payment of dues. 

Comp. Wm. S. Patton sets before us a dainty dish in his Report on Correspond- 
ence, in which are served up the transactions of thirty-three Grand Chapters, done to 
a turn, and seasoned to our liking. 

California, for 1870, receives a brief, but fraternal notice. He says : 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is short, not exceeding one page : simply 
giving an account of official doings during the year, suitable to that jurisdiction. 
The reports of the Grand Secretary and Treasurer show the amount received and 
disbursed to be $4,776 17. The Report on Foreign Correspondence is by Companion 
Laurence C. Oliver. He makes copious extracts from the Address of Grand High 
Priest J. 0. Lusher— which the pri t makes him say .7. O. Gusher. Now do, Com- 
panion Oliver, correct that name ; place an L in the place of that G. Lusher is bad 
enough, but when you call our Past Grand High Priest “ Gusher,” we don’t know — 
but we may be forced to tease our Past Grand High Priest. 

We respectfally suggest to Corap. Patton the propriety of plucking the beam out 
of his own eye before he “goes for” the mote in his neighbor’s. Our predecessor 
made a mistake in but one letter of a name (and Oh ! Phoebus, what a name ; we 
think he rather improved on it,) while he is at fault in five. He calls our late Grand 
Secretary and Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, " Lawrence C. 
Oliver.’’ It should be Lawrence 0. Owen, Comp. Patton, and, as you have spelled 
it correctly in two places, we are constrained to believe that previous to writing that ' 
paragraph you had looked so long through one of Corson's microscopes that your 
vision was Oliver skew. 

We’re not Owen you anything now, are we ? 

He goes after Comp. Corson, of New Jersey, with a warm application. Hear 
him : 

It is true, as Comp. Corson said, the report is in fine priut : but how miserable the 
print or report is, we leave our fellow-reporters to say. None, we believe, have 
complained of the miserable print, except Companion Corson. Yes, Companion 
Drummond, of Maine, made complaint that it was scarcely readable after dark, to 
which we replied, that Comp. Drummond, perhaps, had a right to complain. Being 
old and well stricken in years, it is natural to suppose his vision would become im- 
paired ; and, further, the State of Maine is situated so far towards sunrise, that it 
frequently occurs that the sun does not rise until a late hour in the day, and if the 
weather is a little frosty, the sun has to be prised up with a crow bar to assist in 
reading fine print from the far offMississippi. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



54 


Proceedings of the 


[April 9, 


Now we know Companion Corson is all right side up, Bat that miserable 
small print is what seems to trouble him, if we take bis word, which we are bound to 
do. Bat suffer me to make a suggestion about that “ microscope/’ which, be says, 
“is out of order.” From what I can learn of Comp. Corson's microscope, it is only 
about four inches in length by two and a half in diameter, made entirely of glass, 
one end closed by a glass cylinder head, the other open so as to admit of a certain 
fluid. The instrument is charged with about three fingers of the fluid, then held up 
before the face, some three inches below the eye, and instead of looking, (as in 
other microscopes) the eye is elevated above the cylinder end of the instrument, 
which is pointing from the person using it. is gradually turned up until the fluid 
gradually disappears, which generally brightens the eye-sight, loosens the tongue 
for a short time, then the eyes gradually become dim, so as not to be able to read 
flue print, especially after night-fall, the tongue becomes thick and heavy, refusing to 

S erform its office, and if the microscope cannot be replenished, the individual using 
will become overpowered, his eyes gradually close, and he becomes almost un- 
conscious of the surrounding objects, and when he arouses as from a deep slumber, 
every object to him looks doubled and twisted into such shape that it is almost im- 
possible to read “ miserable small print.'’ 

Now, Companions, don’t understand that we would in the least intimate that it 
had such an effect on our worthy Companion Corson ; not at all. He is a doctor, 
and chemist, and we know chemists always have an antidote to prevent certain 
causes and effects; and we charge nothing wrong on the part of Companion Corson, 
but that “ microscope” being out of order is entirely to blame. 

The Jf.\ E.\ Chas. T. Bond was elected Grand High Priest; the JR.‘, E.\ J. L. 
Power was elected Grand Secretary. 

MISSOURI. 

The Grand Chapter of Missouri held its twenty-sixth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Saint Louis, commencing on the fifth day of October, 1871— the Mr. Er. Joseph 
M. Fox, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Iir. Er. Georoe Frank Gouley being 
Grand Secretary. Forty-seven chartered Chapters and three under dispensation 
were represented at the opening, seventy being borne upon the registry. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief, and entirely devoted to local 
affairs. The following we commend to the consideration of Comp. Pearson, of Min- 
nesota, it being one of the “certain circumstances” under which a High Priest may 
with propriety resign : — 

In February last I received a petition stoned by nearly all the members of Jioon- 
r Ule Chapter, stating that the High Priest of that Chapter had moved out of its juris- 
diction, and asking for a special dispensation to elect another in his stead. Dispen- 
sation granted. I also granted a dispensation to Hannibal Chapter to elect a 
Treasnrer, the office having become vacant by the death of the companion who hud 
been elected to fill it. 

Three dispensations were issued for the formation of new Chapters. He an- 
nounces the death of Comp. John F. Houston, Past Grand Master and Past Grand 
High Priest, Comp. Robert L. Fisher, Grand Royal Arch Captain, and Comp. P. M. 
Pikckard, Past Grand Chaplain, and pays a feeling tribute to their memory. 

He thus records his disappointment at the retention of the Past Master’s degree 
by the General Grand Chapter 

I Attended the late triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, held in the city of Baltimore, and in accordance with the instructions 
of our last Grand Chapter, cast the vote of Missouri for the amendment proposing to 
eliminate the Past Master's from the Capitular degrees. I regret -to say, however, 
that the amendment failed in its passage, and the Past Master’s degree remains in 
the Capitular rite. The position taken by the Grand Chapter of Missouri upon this 
question was well sustained in an able and exhaustive argument made by Comp. 
Goulet before the General Grand Chapter. 

He closes with the following violent presumption : — 

Companions : Fully impressed with the belief that you. the representatives of the 
subordinate Chapters of this Grand jurisdiction, thoroughly understand and appre- 
ciate the governing principles of our noble institution ; that you are familiar with the 
landmarks of our Order ; that vou recognize the importance and solemnity of your 
duties and obligations as Royal Arch Masons, and that you need no reminder of the 
responsibilities atttaching to you as members of the great brotherhood, I deem it nei- 
ther well nor proper, upon this occasion, to deliver you a lengthy, or even a brief. 
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discourse upon the subject of Masonry, its origin, its mission, its purposes, or its les- 
sons. I have contented myself, therefore, with the laying before you, as succinctly 
as possible, my official acts, and express the hope that you maybe satisfied with 
them. 

A proposition to change the time of holding the Annual Convocation from Octo- 
ber to May of each year, was defeated by a vote of ninety-five to eighty. 

The Committee on Chapters and Dispensations, in their report, counsel the High 
Priests, os follows : — 

We earnestly urge High Priests to pfive more attention to law and usage, and 
they will not find on their records such singular minutes as a petition for the degrees 
“ indefinitely postponed,” or action “ deferred at the request of the petitioner.” 

The Committee to- whom was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest, 
•report : — 

That we do fully indorse the action of the Grand High Priest in renewing the dis- 
pensation of Adoniram Chapter, and in his action toward Boonville Chapter, under 
the “peculiar circumstances,” although your committee are of the opinion that the 
right to grant a dispensation to elect a High Priest in a chartered Chapter which 
has a King or Scribe is questionable. 

The above we also refer to Comp. Pierson as a “stand off.” 

We are delighted to notice a manifest “ growth in grace ” on the part of our com- 
panions in Missouri, os evidenced by the following paragraph in the report of the 
same committee. There is some hope for Missouri yet — 

“ For while the lamp holds out to burn. 

The vilest sinner may return.'* 

We take great pleasure in observing that for many years past this is the first in 
which the Grand Head of the Order in this State has not had occasion to allude to 
profanity and intemperance, and we are happy to believe that these vices do not 
now offend the good and true. 

The Past Master’s degree appears to be the bete noir of this Grand Chapter. The 
committte close their report with the following lament 

We are deeply grateful to the representatives to the triennial convention for the 
faithful discharge of their duties, and regret that that convention could not be con- 
vinced of the propriety of dropping the Past Masters degree from Capitular Ma- 
son? y. 

The Committee on Grievances report, nothing to do. “ Behold how good,” etc. 

The Keport on Correspondence is again submitted by Comp. Geo. Frank Goci,ey, 
and is fully up to his usual standard of excellence. He reviews the transactions of 
thirty-four Grand Chapters, California receiving fraternal notice. In reviewing the 
transactions of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, he alludes to Comp. 
Mason’s advocacy of army Lodges and Chapters, and hits back thus 

Comp. Mason must have been a surgeon in the army, for he uses his pen with 
about as much recklessness as such a surgeon would use the knife in cutting off legs 
while bullets were cutting off his own ears. He should be more calm and quiet in his 
nerves, else he will be paralyzed while writing reports, and he should recollect that 
we want no deaths in “ our society.” To the point. He pitches into Missouri as 
though a Grand Chapter or Grand Lodge cared one row of pins about patriotism in 
making their, laws. They can know but one duty, and that is to attend to their own 
business ; pmrt of which is to squelch out all interlopers, and those who interfere 
with their jurisdictions, and that is just what our State bodies have done under this 
law, and intend to stick to it. 

Under the head of Kansas, alluding to the Address of the Grand High Priest, he 
says 

He decides that a Chapter U. D. is an inchoate body. It is simply an assemblage 
of Masons exercising the functions of a Chapter, so far as necessary, for the advance- 
ment of Master Masons to the Royal Arch degree, but having no other power or au- 
thority whatever. * * * Membership therein is unknown ; none can affiliate with 
it; it is organized solely for the purpose of giving the petitioner an opportunity to 
show to the Grand Chapter their ability to labor, etc. 

We hope the time may come, but somitimes fear it never will, when some of 
Corap. A. G. Mackey’s innovations will cease to be law. We have as high apprecia- 
tion of hi9 works as any one can have ; but that it is not perfect all mu-t allow, and 
we know of no greater fallacy ever put afloat than this, viz : that a Lodge or Chap- 
ter is merely an “ inchoate body.” 
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If they are merely inchoate, bo mast be the candidates they tarn oat ; in other 
wordB, they are Masonic eggs to be hatched out by a fall grown Chapter. The con- 
clusion that Comp. Bassett comes to is a natural one, by logical deduction from the 
false premise, viz: that a Chapter V. D. is merely a cryptic playhouse, where chil- 
dren gather together with stray China just to practice on before they grow op, and 
a pretty mess of tea they wind np with when they realize that they are merely chil- 
dren, and are not responsible for broken dishes. Come Comp. B.,let us look this 
case squarely in the face, like able-bodied men. and grasp the issue as it stands. You 
issne a dispensation for a Chapter, and to do what? To make Royal Arch Masons! 
You issue it not for yourself as Grand High Priest, but, as Grand High Priest, yon 
issue it in the name, and by the authority, of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Kan- 
sas; clothed and covered by the panoply of that body to do the very highest act 
that any Chapter can do, viz: to make a Master Mason a Royal Arch Mason, the 
equal of every Royal Arch Mason in the world. 

To say that those who compo-e it are not members of it. but merely a lot of com- # 
panions assembled in another room to experiment on candidates whom, having ex- 
alted, are not members also, is to say that a Chapter U. D. is nothing more nor less 
than a meeting in an ante room performing a Royal Arch farce, and we deny the 
power of the Grand High Priest to be a party to it by issuing a mere letter of dis- 
pensation. 

We hold tint a Chapter U. 1). is a regularly organized body composed of its con- 
stituent members, and those who are made therein become members, and when they 
dimit, and travel abroad, they can conscientiously say they hail from a regular Chap- 
ter with authority and power to work, etc. % 

We do not care whether a Grand Chapter orders the petitioners for a new one to 
get their dimit or not, but we think it the better plan, as it forces them, like Cortes, 
to burn their ships behind them, and to enter upon their new field with earnestness 
and zeal, and compels them to build up their new home as though they intended to 
live in it, and not to dodge out of it when they see that it is not being fixed just to 
Bait their personal whims. This has been the practice ia Missouri, and it works like 
a charm. 

We concur in every word of the above. The idea that a Chapter under dispensa- 
tion is simply an inchoate body, i9 an exploded one, in California at least. Again he 
goes for the Kansas Grand High Priest, and gets in the following good one, which 
exactly expresses our sentiments :— 

In speaking of Royal Arch Masons apnearing as such at fnnerals, he says 

“ Four separate and distinct organizations are recognized in connection with York 
Masonry; the lowest, or Lodge, and the highest, or Commandery, has each a burial 
service ; the other two, the Chapter and Council, have none. Now, if the highest and 
lowest grades may appear in procession, I see no reason or argument which would 
deprive the two intermediate organizations from enjoying the same privileges. No 
Royal Arch Mason should appear distinctively as such in a funeral procession, unless 
the deceased had advanced to that degree, and, in that case, as the Chapter has no 
burial service in this jurisdiction, whenever the companions, as such, are not ex- 
cluded from the Lodge procession, it is better to appear in the place assigned by the 
Grand Lodge.” 

The portion of the above which we demnr to, is the use of terms “ highest ” and 
“lowest” We hold there is no such thing as the Lodge being the “lowest.” — it in 
the first and last of ancient Craft Masonry -upon it everything stands or falls. It is 
by the mere sufferance of the Lodge that a member of any of the other degrees may 
be called a Mason. 

When we hear the term “higher” or “ lower” degrees it hurts our feelings ; we 
feet like when seeing a man travel from the home of his mother and meet other 
ladies, talk about higher and lower mothers — a man can have but one mother — lie 
may marry a wife, or several of them, or he may fall in love with many beantifal 
voung ladies, more beautiful to his young eye than his mother, and so a Mason can 
be but a Mi non — he may travel further and marry other degrees, whose authors, in 
admiration for the mother, have called them Masonic, or he may fall in love with 
other more showy degrees, but they are not •* higher,” and it is improper to call the 
mother Lodge “ lower.” The phrase “ higher degrees ’ is a misnomer, borrowed 
from the hybrid degrees of modern French origin, and, like almost everything else 
French, it is revolutionary of settled principles. 

We would like to quote many more good things from this report, but we are ad- 
monished by the stack of Masonic literature remaining upon our table that we have 
much yet to do, and time presses. 

The M.\ E.\ Joseph M. Fox was reelected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E . \ 
George Frank Goulet was reelected Grand Secretary. 
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NEBBASKA. 


The Grand Chapter of Nebraska held its Fifth Annual Convocation in the city of 
Lincoln, commencing on the twentieth day of Jane, 1S71, the Mr. E.\ E. A. Allen, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the It.\ E.\ Robert W. Furs ass being Grand Secre 
tary. Six subordinates were represented. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, alludes to his visit to our occidental shores 
in the following highly complimentary terms 

During last winter it was my privilege to visit the golden shores of the Pacific ; 
resting and refreshing myself a goodly time in the picturesque citv of San Francisco, 
in the shadow of its imposing Masonic Temple, which stands in all its grandeur and 
surpassing excellence as an enduring monument of the zeal and fidelity of those who 
designed and caused its construction. I made numerous acquaintances, recollections 
of which can never be erased from my memory. Being a stranger upon arrival, 
how forcibly was I reminded of that all powerful bond of Union, Love and Affection 
which ever exists among companions of our Order, from the Orient to the Occident. 
’Tis enough to know that having been crowned with 44 Holiness to the Lord,’ 7 they are 
engaged in the same laudable undertaking. 

I visited California Chapter No. 5, a number of times, where, as an officer of this 
Grand Chapter, you were honored by my being received with all the honors due my 
rank. Every attention, courtesy and hospitality in their power to bestow, was not 
only freely tendered, but urged upon me. I had the pleasure of inspecting all of 
their work in capitular Masonry, and declare it par-excellent. Indeed I have never 
witnessed the conferring of the Chapter degrees in a more skillful and impressive 
manner, and the privileged visitor is enlivened anew with that spirit of noble conten- 
tion, or rather emulation, (so truly a commendable Masonic virtue,) of who can best 
work and best agree. 

We can assure Comp. Allkx that we are delighted to know that he enjoyed him- 
self among us ; and should he again drift this way, he will find the latch string out 
and the 44 gates ajar.” If it will be any satisfaction to him, we can assure him that 
Old Grimes is not j’et dead, the poet to the contrary notwithstanding ; he still lives 
and declares himself ready to tackle an “ east wind from the west, 11 or any other 
quarter. We felt some hesitation in quoting the above flattering remarks of Comp. 
Allen, for the members of California Chapter were sufficiently vain before, but here- 
after we shall not be able to touch them with a forty-foot pole ; but iu order that — 
as we have begun— we may feed their vanity to repletion, we will place before them 
the report of the Committee to whom that portiou of the Grand High Priest’s Ad- 
dress was referred, which report was unanimously concurred in, and is as follows : — 


To the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Nebraska : — 

Your Committee, to whom wa9 referred that portion of the Annual Address of the 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest relating to his visit to the Pacific coast, having had 
the same under consideration, would most respectfully submit the following 

Resolved, That we recognize in the most flattering reception and generous hospi- 
tality extended to our Most Exellent Grand high Priest. E. A. Allen, of this Grand 
Chapter, by the Royal Arch Chapters of the State of California, and more particularly 
California Chapter No. o, during his visit to the Pacific Coast, as indicative of the 
most friendly con-fraternity on the part of onr sister Chapters, and remindful of that 
all powerful bond of Union, Love and Affection which should ever exist among Com- 
panions of our Order. 

Resolved. That we most heartily welcome this exhibition of fraternal affection on 
the part of the Chapters of the State of California, and will ever hold ourselves in 
readiness to return the honor and courtesy thus conferred upon this Grand Body, 
should opportunity offer, and would most respectfully extend a cordial invitation to 
our companions of the Royal Arch Chapters of California to visit the Chapters of this 
State at any and all times that convenience may dictate, guaranteeing to show them 
every attention, courtesy and hospitality in our power to bestow. 

By the Committee, 

J. W. Moore, Chairman. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following decisions 

In Febuary last our very worthy Comp. J. W. Moore, High Priest of Keystone 
Chapter, submitted to me the following ‘ 

* 4 A Master Mason in this jurisdiction applies for the decrees in Keystone Chap- 
ter and is rejected ; afterward he removed out of our jurisdiction, and seuds his 
petition for our recommendation to Chapter for the degrees. Question : 
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“1st. Will this petition for recommendation have to lay over the asaal thirty days, 
or may we pass upon it instanter? 

“ 2nd. Must tlie ballot be by a three-fourths vote, or entirely in the affirmative? 

“ In the absence of a By-Law. or legislation by the Grand Chapter of this State, I 
am at a loss to know what to do in the premises. Your answer will be anxiously 
looked for by our Chapter.” 

The following were my decisions thereupon ancf some of the reasons therefor : 

•* 1st. The petition must lie over the usual thirty days, or one luuar month. 

“ 2nd. The ballot must be unanimous in his favor in order to recommend him. 

The petition should lie over from one stated meeting to another to give such as 
had previously voted to reject the applicant, as well as all other members, due notice, 
and an opportunity to be present when action is taken thereon. 

The ballot should be unauimous, else you might be placed in the peculiar pQsition 
of having rejected a candidate as unfit to .belong to your Chapter, but recommend- 
ing him as good enough for the Chapter to which he is now applying. 

The Report on Correspondence was prepared by Comp. R. W. Furnass, Grand 
Secretary, in which he briefly reviews the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, 
our own among the number. The Committee offer” want of time,” as an apology 
for the brevity of their Report. 

Six Chapters are borne upon the roll, with an aggregate membership of three 
hundred and fifty-nine. The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both 
reelected. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The Grt^nd Chapter of New Hampshire heid its fifty-third Annual Convocation in 
the city of Concord, commencing on the lttth day of May, 1871, the M.\ E.\ John A. 
Harris, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Joseph W. Hildreth acting as 
Grand Secretary. Thirteen subordinates were represented at the opening. The 
Grand High Priest, in his Address, gives a glowing picture of the peace and pros- 
perity which prevails among the Royal Craft in that jurisdiction. He says : ” So 
carefully were the foundations of the Royal Arch Bodies of New Hampshire laid at 
their origin, so cautious and discreet has been the course of the several Chapters, 
that during the long period of sixty-four years, the time which has elapsed since 
Chapters were first organized in this State, dissensions have’been unknown.” 

It is worthy of note that the four Chapters which formed, in the year 1819, the 
Grand Chapter of New Hampshire (St. Andrew' ft, established in 1807, Trinity . in 
1*07, Washington . in 1815. and Cheshire , in 1810), are represented in this Grand Con- 
vocation. Two of these Chapters, Trinity and Washington , have existed from their 
formation to the present hour. The other two ceased for a time to hold their meet- 
ings, and surrendered their charters ; but Masonry lived among their scattered mem- 
bers, and, having been reorganized, St. Andrew's and Cheshire are now in a flour- 
ishing condition. 

We have present on this occasion companions who, for many years, have been 
members of this body, one of them, Comp. Harrison G. Harris, having been pres- 
ent at its formation. 

He notices, in fitting term9, the death of Comps. John Knowlton, Past Grand 
High Priest, and Hosea Fessenden, Past Deputy Grand High Priest, giving a brief 
history of their Masonic career. 

We are pleased to learn that after the lapse of sixty-four years, a place has at 
last been provided for the safe-keeping of the records and papers of the Grand 
Chapter. His loyalty to the General Grand Chapter is evidenced by the following 
sensible language, and the result of the last Triennial Convocation of that distin- 
guished Grand Body has verified his predictions : — 

The Grand Chapter of New Hampshire has been from its formation a member of 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and has generally been represented 
in the Triennial Convocations of that body. I have no fear that this Grand Chapter 
will ever, unless compelled so to do to preserve the ancient landmarks of Masonry, 
sever its connection with the General Grand Body, with which it has been in accord 
for half a century, —a body capable of wielding in the future an influence at home 
and in foreign lauds far more important, proud as is its history, than it lias possessed 
in the past. 

It is highly important that opportunity be afforded for intercourse between the 
several Grand Chapters — for harmonizing differences that may exist— for adjusting 
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question* which may arise— for cultivating and maintaining friendship and intimacy 
among the Royal Arch Masons of the various portions of oar country ; and in no 
other way can these desirable ends be obtained so readily, if at all, as by means of 
the General Grand Chapter. 

I have confidence that the General Grand Chapter will be perpetuuted, and that 
it will retain its high position as one of the most influential and important organiza- . 
lions on the globe. I trust such course will be taken as to remove all fears on the 
part of each and every 8tate Grand Chapter that its powers are ever to be interfered 
with or any innovations to be made, and that the true Masonic spirit may succeed in 
bringing into harmonious union aB a General Body all of .the Grand Chapters within 
the United States. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance in the Treasury of $825.52. 

The following amendment to the Regulations was adopted : 

No dispensation shall hereafter be granted to confer the degrees within the gift 
of Subordinate Chapters in less time than is provided in the Grand Regulations. 

. It would be better for the Fraternity were such a regulation universal. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. Joseph W. Fellows, in 
which he briefly reviews the transactions of thirty-eight Grand Chapters, California, 
for 1870, being fraternally noticed. 

Yery little business of general interest was transacted ; the Grand High Priest 
and Grand Secretary were both reelected. 

NEW JEBSEY. 

The Grand Chapter of New Jersey held its fifteenth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Trenton, commencing on the thirteenth day of September, 1871, the M.\ E.\ 
M. Higginbotham, Grand High Priest, presiding, the i?.\ E.\ John Woolverton 
being Grand Secretary. The Grand High Priest, in his Address, gives a most satis- 
factory account of the condition of the Order in that jurisdiction. He says : 

Our prosperity during the past few years has been great, far exceeding the expect’ 
ations of the most sanguine among those firm, zealous companions who, with never 
wavering adherence to the great plan of usefulness which they had laid out. through 
good report and evil report, and in the face of difficulty and opposition that would , 
have deterred men of less firm purpose, first established the Grand Chapter of New 
Jersey. 

It will, perhaps, surprise many of you to learn that during the past three years 
the number of Royal Arch Masons in this jurisdiction has almost doubled, and reports 
of progress, prosperity and stability still continue to greet us from all parts of the 
State. 

In the year 1864, there were reported to this Grand Body thirteen subordinate 
Chapters, with an aggregate membership of 624. In 1868 we had reported twenty- 
one rhapters and 1 183 members. The present year we have twenty-six subordinates, 
while the number of members to be reported at this meeting will probably reach 
2200. 

We fully agree with him in the following conclusion : 

The mere facts of our numerical strength, and the rapidity with which we attained 
our present growth, would not of themselves be indicative of prosperity, but might, 
on the contrary, prove a source of weakness, for we all know that without a unity of 
purpose, without a desire to promote each other’s welfare and happiness equally 
with our own, without a firm and zealous purpose to preserve the pure teachings of 
Masonry intact — in a word, unless we are actuated by a true Masonic spirit no pros- 
perity can possibly exist, and all the efforts we put forth to advance the interests of 
our Fraternity are vain, and will only result in our own discomfiture. 

A rapid accession of numerical strength is by no means indicative of a state of 
actual prosperity. 

Many an imposing structure has crumbled and fallen, through the introduction of 
weak and worthless material, and it is far better that we should erect our edifice by 
slow degrees, trying each stone by square, plumb and level, than that, in our haste 
to increase it* proportions, its excellence should be impaired by the careless intro- 
duction of defective ashlars, such as the zealous and careful workman would at once 
reject. But our companions of New Jersey, notwithstanding they have advanced 
with such rapid strides, appear to have exercised a judicious care in the selection 
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of the material which they have incorporated into the temple, believing, doubtless, 
that 

" Only a sweet and virtooos soul, ® 

Like seasoned timber, never gives/’ 

For the Grand High Priest further says : “ But a glance at the material composing a 
large majority of oar Chapters, and the harmony existing between these Bodies, will 
convince ns that we contain within ourselves all the elements of success, and that 
we have only to continue* to pursue our duty earnestly and steadfastly in order to 
gain the respect of all.” 

He reports the appointment of Representatives near the Grand Chapters of Min- 
nesota and Tennessee, and of the representative system he says : 

This system of representation between the Grand Bodies meets with my strongest 
approval. Much can be done by the judicious selection of representatives in culti- 
vating that fraternal cordiality and Masonic courtesy which should characterize the 
relation between Grand Chapters. And by such a system, questions of controversy, 
which are constantly arising betweeu contiguous jurisdictions, can be more readily 
set at rest and a harmonious understanding arrived at. 

We concur. 

Two Dispensations were issued to form new Chapters, and one other was issued, 
but revoked, because no suitable place of meeting had been provided. 

The following we commend to our companions of Mississippi, aud recommend 
them to prt>flt by so good an example : 

My attention was called to a most irregular practice obtaining in two of our 
Chapters— that of calling off to refreshment from one Convocation to another. Thus 
it sometimes happened that the Chapter was not opened regularly more than two or 
three times during the year. I at once caused the notice of the companions to be 
directed to the subject! and informed the offending Chapters that the practice must 
be discontinued, and that the Chapters must be regularly closed at the termination 
of each Convocation. 

His loyalty to the General Grand Chapter is manifested in the following clause : 

Learning that a High Priest of a Chapter had purposely omitted to administer the 
obligation found in the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, under the head of “ Miscellaneous,” and contained in Section 2 of the before- 
mentioned Constitution, at the time he installed his successor in office, I declared the 
installation irregular, and directed that the officers elect should be assembled in 
open Chapter, at the next regular meeting, and there obligated to support and main- 
tain the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of New Jersey, and that of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States. 

A request for a Dispensation authorizing a ballot to be taken on the application 
of a candidate at the same meeting on which it was received, was very properly 
refused. 

He reports the following decisions : 

1. At every annual installation of a subordinate Chapter, the officers elect should 
be obligated to support and maintain the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of the 
State of New Jersey, and also that of the General Grand Chapter of the United States. 

2. In determining the territorial jurisdiction of a Chapter, the distance should be 
taken from the boundary line of the city, town or village named in its warrant, by 
the nearest highway. 

3. A Chapter cannot suspend the operation of a By-Law. 

We notice with pleasure that the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King and 
Grand Scribe are considered as something more than mere ornamental appendages ; 
they are put in harness and caused to render themselves useful by visiting the sub- 
ordinate Chapters, and observing their work and general condition, giving instruc- 
tion where necessary, and rendering an account of their stewardship at the Annual 
Convocation. 

This is at should be ; nothing tends more to create efficiency in Masonic Bodies 
than frequent visits by Grand Officers, and we hope the plan adopted by New Jer- 
sey, of giving the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King and Grand Scribe, each a 
portion of the Chapters to inspect, will find favor in our own jurisdiction. 

The following preamble and resolution were adopted 
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Whereas, a resolution is pending before the M.\ E.\ General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States to abrogate or strike oat from the Ritual of Royal Arch 
Masonry the degree known as that of Past Master ; and, whereas, notice having 
been given by the General Grand Secretary that said resolution will come before the 
General Grand Chapter at the next Triennial Convocation, to be held in Baltimore 
during the present month ; therefore, be it 

Jiesolved , That the Representatives of the Grand Chapter of New Jersey be 
instructed to vote against the adoption of the resolution above referred to. 

The General Grand Chapter, having confidence in the wisdom of our New Jersey 
companions, took due notice and governed themselves accordingly. Comps. T. J. 
Corson, J. Woolverton and W. W. Goodwin were appointed a committee to pre- 
pare a history of Royal Arch Masonry in the State of New Jersey, to report at the 
next Annual Convocation. 

We look forward with pleasant anticipations to the perusal of that history, and 
we entertain no doubt that the *‘ feast of reason’’ in prospective will be an enjoyable 
one, provided the chairman of the Committee is not brought to an unusual extent 
under the influence of microscopic observations. • 

The Report on Correspondence was again presented by Comp. Thomas J. Corson, 
and is written in his usual jocular and racy style. 

He reviews the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, and mourns because he 
could not get the thirty-seventh. He sails in on the principle which governed the 
Irishman at Donnybrook fair, “ wherever you see a head, hit it,” and is utterly reck- 
less of his own oaput, so long as he can get a crack at his neighbor’s. He does it, 
however, in such a spirit of hearty good humor, that, albeit he sometimes hits hard, 
we feel inclined to forgive him and get even as best we can. We believe that, not- 
withstanding his squibs and jokes, his heart is in the right place, and filled with the 
milk o^ human kindness, though it may sometimes get a little sour, perhaps. After 
wading through page after page of dry statistics and sombre resolutions, Corson’s 
report comes like a ray of sunshine, an oasis in the literary desert, and we feel our- 
selves fully capable of enjoying it, for 

“ Gentle dullness ever loves a joke,’* 

And if he jokes us upon this, our first attempt at inditing a Report on Correspondence, 
if the joke isn’t a coarse un ! we shall take it in good part, and do our best to repay 
him in kind. 

California, for 1871, receives fraternal notice at his hands, and thus he introduces 
us to our companions: 

From the distant Pactolian shores, where the 
•' Sunny fountains 
Boll down the golden sand,” 

From the land where the “ heathen Chinee” so richly adorns and embellishes society 
come the welcome proceedings of the Seventeenth Annual Convoca\ion h which was 
held in April, 1871, and at which twenty-nine Chapters were represented. 

If Comp. Corson will read the California journals, he will find that the “ heathen 
Chinee” not only embellishes society, but occasionally a lamp post as well. We* 
have a summary method of dealing with these Pagan barbarians in this civilized, en- 
lightened and Christian (?) land. 

He commends the pious expressions with which our Grand High Priest com- 
mences his Address, and says : 

We agree with this— we endorse every word— we believe that Comp. Grimes felt 
what he said, and we know that every Mason should so feel, although a prominent 
Mason of the District of Columbia designates such expressions as “ whining cant.” 

He also agrees with the views of our Grand High Priest on the Representative 
question, and alludes to the Report of our predecessor in flattering terms. 

He quotes the following portion of the Address of the Grand High Priest of 
Canada : 

Since we last met, the Dominion has been threatened, I will not call it invaded, by 
another Fenian horde. They went back faster than they came, and let it be a fair 
subject of pride to us, that their earliest opponent is a Freemasonl 1 allude to Bro. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Chamberlain, who hurried to the defence of the frontier, and 
was so fortunate as to command the first of our brave fellows, who made the worth- 
less scoundrels regularly bolt out of Canada! So also was our Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, Brother Stevenson, one of the foremost, in proceeding with his bat- 
tery, to meet the Fenian vagabonds, who had once more insulted the territory of our 
glorious and beloved Queen 1 And, companions, you will find Freemasons are ever 
ready to be in the van on such occasions — and so they ought — and they should re- 
member their peculiar tie, and bear and forbear, and drive away discord, even as 
the Fenians were sent to the right about ! I am sure that we all think alike. 

Upon this, he gets in the following broadside, which will, we think, puzzle our 
Canadian companions to return successfully : 

All honor and glory to Col. Chamberlain and Admiral Stevenson, who, with their 

g allant army and navy, sent the Fenians “right about” We had thought that Uncle 
am had something to do in spanking these crazy sons of the Emerald Isle, and 
sending them to their homes ; but, as usual, we were in error. We also had au indie- 
distinct recollection of having been accused by our Canadian companions of mixing 
politics with Masonry, because we, our individual self, expressed a hope, in an 
address to our Grand Chapter, that the United States Government might subdue a 
little disturb^ce which we had in this country a few years ago. But we must be 
mistaken in this also, for our Canadian companions certainly would not do that 
which they condemn as wrong and unmasonic in others. 

A good hit, and well put in. Whose ox is gored now? 

On the substitute question he quotes the following from the Address of the Grand 
High Priest of Delaware 

“I would also call attention to the question of substitutes, which I find, from a 
review of the proceedings of other Grand Chapters, is agitating the Masonic mind 
in the various jurisdictions. The practice of using substitutes is as old, well nigh as 
Royal Arch Masonry itself. Without which practice I conceive the rural districts, at 
least, would oftentimes be placed in a sad dilemma. We can all of us here, I think, 
readily imagine the difficulty that would ensue in abandoning it. Indeed, it would, 
to my mind, be simply absurd to cherish such an idea. Our lathers established it — 
their wisdom is manifest, and let us, therefore, hold fast to that which we have 
proven to be good.” 

Which view of the matter he endorses thus 

The Grand Chapter sustained the Grand High Priest in these views. We feel a 
very lively faith that this raid against the use of substitutes will soon cease. To our 
mind, the opposition to their use is unfounded in reason. 

So mote it be. 

We judge from Comp. Corson’s review of the transactions of the Grand Chapter 
of the District of Columbia, that his organ of combativeness is vyell developed. He 
handles Comp. Mason without gloves, and, although we confess that the provocation 
was great, yet we can but feel that the retaliation was unduly severe. We regret 
exceedingly to see the feeling manifested by both parties, and hope we shall see it 
no more. Let fly your shafts of wit, companions, as much as you please, but do not, 
we beseech you, dip them in the poison of anger and malice. 

We quote the following from the concluding portion of Comp. Corson’s admira- 
ble report : — 

In our view, a Report on Correspondence should be an epitome of the proceed- 
ings reviewed — -a condensation of all the good things therein contained — nor do we 
deem that courteously expressed opinion and friendly criticism are improper. Men- 
tal friction educes truth from the mazes of error and brings order out of chaos. 
Such a report, properly prepared, is a complete history of the actual condition of 
our institution, and as such, is of incalculable value to all who are interested in Free- 
masonry ; and this is the only source from which the large majority of our members 
can gain such information, as the proceedings of our Grand Chapters are accessible 
to only a favored few. 

As the mental characteristics of the writers differ, so must their reviews vary, one 
from the other. Yet all are most valuable. Some of these reporters (of which the 
undersigned has been accused of being one) will occasionally spice their perform- 
ances and tint thir pen-pictures with a little fun and levity, which does not detract 
from, but rather adds to the value of the document. A truth which is distasteful in 
itself, may be made almost palatable if clothed in pleasant language ; just as “ pills 
in apple-pies,” or castor-oil in soda-water, are quite as efficacious as the raw mate- 
rial would be, while the nastiness of the stuff is so disguised by the vehicle in which 
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it is given that we haf dly know that the dose has been swallowed until it begins to 
work, and then we ,( feel better as soon as it’s done hurting.” We have the author- 
ity of Shakspeake that “ care killed a cat,” but who ever heard of a murder com- 
mitted by fun ? 

With ourself mirth and jollity are necessary to our existence— they are inherent 
in our very nature— and yet we always endeavor to avoid coarseness and vulgarity. 
We are are somewhat like the schoolboy who offended in this wise : The teacher 
directed the class to keep perfectly still— as '‘still as mice.” While silence deep 
and profound reigned before the awful presence of the frowning pedagogue, a dis- 
tinct “ phew !” was heard, and Johnny Williams was at once recognized as the 
culprit. Upon being remonstrated with by the teacher for bis disobedience, Johnny 
answered. “ Indeed I didn’t do it; something inside of me made the * phew ’ come 
out.” So it is with us ; the “ phew ” is in us, and occasionally it will slip out, albeit 
we are generally as grave as a deacon at a funeral. 

Some reporters hesitate about expressing an opinion upon any subject, as they 
seem to think that their Grand Chapter will be held responsible for any views ex- 
pressed by them. But this is in no wise the case, except where the report is read in 
full before the Grand Body, and adopted by it, which it would be impossible to do, 
unle-s the review was so brief as to be worthless. We would suggest that hereafter 
the Grand Chapter should authorize the publication of the Report on Correspond- 
ence before the Annual Convocation, as is done by the Grand Lodge of our State, 
and by the Masonic Grand Bodies of several other jurisdictions. By this means the 
companions of the Grand Chapter could ascertain whether any action is necessary 
to be taken ; whether its assent to or dissent from the views expressed in the docu- 
ment should be announced ; or whether it should merely bear the paternity of its 
author. We invite the attention of the Grand Chapter to this subject. 

The Mr. E.\ Wm. H. Jeffery's was elected Grand High Priest, and the Rr.E.\ 
John Woolverton was reelected Grand Secretary. 

NEW YORK. 

The Grand Chapter of New York held its seventy-fourth Annual Convocation in 
the oity of Albany, commencing on the seventh day of February, 1871— the M.\ E\ 
John W. Simons, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 22/. E.\ Christopher G. Fox 
being Grand Secretary. 

All the Grand Officers were present at the opening, and one hnndred and sixty- 
one subordinate Chapters were represented, one huudred and seventy-nine being 
borne upon the roll. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is an able and comprehensive paper, and 
well repays the perusal. He reports that peace and harmony reign throughout the 
jurisdiction, and the degree of prosperity prevailing is represented as most satisfac- 
tory and encouraging. He reports that the angel of death has passed them by and 
left them to meet with unbroken ranks, to assemble around their altar with every 
link in the fraternal chain intact, and to take pleasant counsel together with no sym- 
bol of grief upon their banner. Truly they have reason to render grateful thanks to 
the Great l Am for His protecting care and loving kindness. He reports the issue of 
six dispensations to form new Chapters, and the refusal of two applications for the 
same for reasons which he deemed good and sufficient He appointed represent, 
atives near ten sister Grand Chapters, and he pays an eloquent tribute to the mem- 
ory of Companions Edmund M. Hastings, of Alabama, and B. B. French, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, who, to use his language, had, since their appointment, “ passed 
the veils of this earthly tabernacle and presented the signet of truth in the Courts of 
the Infinite.” He makes the following recommendation, which commends itself fa. 
vorably to our judgment as being calculated to remedy a great evil :— 

One of those things inseparable from legislative bodies in Masonry, appears to be 
the tendency to seek relief for any and all complications in proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, many of which fortunately never get passed their first reading. As 
there is no immediate likelihood that this tendency will cease, or even grow less, I 
am of opinion that it will be wise so to amend the Rules of Order as to provide for 
a Standing Committee on Constitution and By-Laws, to which shall be referred all pro- 
posed amendments to the Constitution, and on the report of which the Grand Chap- 
ter can more intelligently decide as to the propriety of considering proposed changes 
in the fundamental law. 
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He is earnest in his appeal to the Grand Chapter to snstain the General Grand 
Body, and uses sound arguments to stre igthen his position. He says : — 

During the present year the General Grand Chapter of the United States will hold 
its triennial Convocation at the city of Baltimore, and as one of its constituent mem- 
bers, this Grand Chapter will, of course, be adequately represented. Judging by the 
tone of the addresses and reports in the transactions of some or the Grand Chapters, 
there can be little doubt of a concerted intention to destroy the organization, and 
with it the unity and national character of Royal Arch Masonry. Some complain that 
the General Grand Chapter is arrogant, and seeking to deprive the State Grand Chap- 
ters of their individual rights and prerogatives, but they do not deem it es»ential to 
their argument to cite any instance in which the National Body has ever attempted 
to interfere with the proceedings of States, except to promote peace and maintain 
regular proceedings among the Craft. Others again assert that the Geueral Body is 
shorn of all power, and unable to enforce any edict should one become necessary, 
forgetting that in more than one instance those who make the loudest outcry in this 
direction have most persistently voted against such amendments to the Constitution 
as would give the General Grand Chapter the powers they declare it ought to have, 
and for the lack of which they seek to destroy it. It is impossible that both classes 
should be satislied, but it is very evident that neither cares to be ; that while shouting 
different war cries they are really bending thair energies in the same direction, and 
serving the greed for change, even though to accomplish it they should pull out the 
pillars and bring down the Temple about their heads. This Grand Chapter was one 
of the earliest to unite itself with the movement for the formation of the General 
Grand Chapter, and has ever since remained steadfast in its allegiance. Its repre- 
sentatives have never given aid or countenance to any legislation looking to the dis- 
ruption of the General Body, because there has never been any cause for it. Jeal- 
ous of our rights as a Grand Chapter as any of our peers can possibly be of theirs, 
we have never for a moment experienced any difficulty in the exercise of our just 
powers, nor any hindrance in enforcing our edicts and resolutions for the government 
of our subordinates. Yet we shonld be just as much justified in joining tne hue and 
cry which some are attempting to raise, and exclaim as vehemently about the inva- 
sion of rights which have never been invaded as the most inveterate of the destruct- 
ives. 

He evidently attaches a just value to Reports on Correspondence, for he says 

Our. relations with all corresponding bodies continue to be of the most fraternal 
character. You will be able the more fully to appreciate this by an examination of 
the Report on Correspondence, which, in obedience to your resolution of last year, 
has been printed, and is now ready for distribution. In your own interest, luot only 
ask that you will give this report a careful examination, but that you will cause it to 
be read in your respective Chapters for the information of the companions. Who- 
ever does thus examine the document in question will have a better and more en- 
larged idea of the status, needs, and progress of Royal Arch Masoury, than he could 
well get in any other way ; and, additionally, we shall find that as we more closely 
commune with our companions in other jurisdictions, we shall more thoroughly ap- 
preciate our mutual ties, and more fully enter into that spirit which makes the Royal 
Craft, wherever dispersed, one family, with one organization, one government, one 
destiny. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest reports the issue of two dispensations to form new 
Chapters, which, together with those issued by the Grand High Priest, make eight in 
all issued daring the year. The Grand Treasurer’s report shows the comfortable 
balance of $15,545 18 in the treasury. 

The report of the Grand Secretary gives the following statistics : Exalted during 
the year, 1927 ; affiliated, 98 ; restored, 48 ; total increase, 2073. Dimitted, 289 ; sus- 
pended for non-payment of dues, 367 ; suspended for other unmasonic conduct, 7 ; 
expelled, 13; died, 170 ; total decrease, 846; net increase, 1227. 

The Order of High Priesthood was conferred on forty-seven companions by the 
Grand High Priest, assisted by the Grand and Past Grand Officers. It appears that 
a regular Council of High Priests was convened during the recess of the Grand Chap- 
ter, and having no connection with that Grand Body further than that the Grand 
Officers officiated in the Council. We can see no particular objection to this arrange- 
ment, provided the candidates are duly elected by ballot ; and much ink has appa- 
rently been wasted on the subject of the assumption by the Grand Chapter of juris- 
diction over the Order of High Priesthood. 

Representatives of the Grand Chapters of Missouri, Oregon, Lonisiana, Minnesota, 
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New Jersey, and Ohio were received and accredited with all the honors, and eloqnent 
addresses were delivered by the M.\ E\ John L. Lewis, Representative of the Grand ' 
Chapter of Louisiana, ahd by the M.\ E.\ D. A. Ogden, Past Grand High Priest, pre- 
siding. 

Comp. Lewis feelingly alluded to the relations existing between the Grand Chap- 
ter of Louisiana and that of New York, as follows 

Very pleasant memories are connected with the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, 
which I have the honor to represent. In all the changing relations of the past it has 
ever been our true friend and ally ; and now, in these days of our palmy prosperity, 
it tenders to this Grand Chapter, through me, her favored representative, its cordial 
and fraternal greetings, (which I also present in behalf of the Grand Chapters repre- 
sented by nay distinguished companions,) as when in the darker periods of our his- 
tory it gave us words of cheer and sympathy. I can not forget the time when one 
of its noblest chiefs, bearing my own name, who became an officer of the General 
Grand Chapter, and who now reposes in his last resting place, stood by my side with 
the voice of his Grand Chapter. I will never forget when another, my esteemed 
friend and brother, yet living, and who has the peculiar name of a great American 
statesman, in the midst of the horrors and distresses -of a great civil war, sought out 
onr soldier boys of the mystic tie. and administered to them relief and consolation, 
° tenderly supporting the drooping head and binding op the broken heart.” He, 
too, was a Grand High Priest and officer of the General Grand Chapter. God bless 
him forevermore for his kindness 1 

We presume Comp. Lewis alluded to that true MaBon and noble hearted gentle- 
man, John Quincy Adams Fellows ; there are few such good fellows, and we echo 
the benediction with all our heart. 

We have only room for the concluding paragraph of Comp. Ogden’s eloquent re- 
sponse : — 

Most excellent companions! send greeting to your respective Grand Chapters the 
assurance of our most cordial good feeling, our fraternal regard, and of onr honest 
desire to continue intimate relationship with them all. Let me add, in conclusion, 
speaking for myself, and I believe speaking the united sentiment of all my compan- 
ions. that I trust the time is not distant when throughout the whole wide domain of 
the United States it will be said, “ the Royal Craftsmen every where work in harmony, 
that each separate State Grand Chapter is united in fraternal allegiance to one com- 
mon head, the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and that every where 
there is peace, unity, brotherly love, and in all parts prosperity and fraternity.” 

The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted the following report : — 

IV. The question is also submitted to us, “ is a High Priest, who has bein reg- 
ularly elected and installed, but who has not received the order of High Priesthood, 
competent to install the officers of a Chapter?” Our reply is in the negative. If, as 
decided by this Grand Chapter, the possession of the order of High Priesthood and 
its solemn anointing is necessary to qualify a High Priest for the discharge of his 
duties, then much more should it be necessary for him to be thus qualified legally to 
confer that power upon another. It is no objection to the conditions of this rule, 
that it may sometimes work inconvenience ; and we are confident that it is the only 
safe rule and sound principle by which to be guided, while the imperative rule of the 
Royal Craft requires him to be anointed in order to be fully qualified for his office. 

If the Grand Chapter have decided that the possession of the Order of High 
Priesthood is necessary to qualify a High Priest for the discharge of his duties, then 
is the report of the committee correct so far as that jurisdiction is concerned, and 
with such a decision as the law, we can not see the necessity for propounding such 
a question, the committee could, of course, make but one answer; but we question 
the correctness of such a decision. We hold that the Order of High Priesthood is 
an honorary degree, to be conferred only upon those who have been duly elected by 
their companions in Council assembled, and has no reference to the duties of a High 
Priest, so far as the government of his Chapter is concerned. It bears no analogy to 
the Past Master’s degree in the blue Lodge, for that is intended to instruct the new 
Master in the duties of his office, and is required to be conferred upon him previous 
to his installation, whereas the Order of High Priesthood is conferred only upon 
those who have been regularly eleo ted and installed ; and a High Priest duly installed 
in his offioe is, in our opinion, perfectly competent to discharge all its duties without 
any knowledge of the Order of High Priesthood. 
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A committee of three was appointed to prepare a snitable testimonial to the re- 
tiring Grand High Priest, Comp. John W. Simons. 

The Report on Correspondence is an able production, from the pen of Comp. Jo- 
seph White. He reviews the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, California 
for 1870 among the number. The Report of Comp. Mason, of the District of Colom- 
bia, seems to have ruffled the surface of his naturally serene nature, and he stirs up 
our unfortunate companion with an exceedingly sharp stick, as follows : — 

Comp. John E. Mason submitted the Report on Correspondence, in which he ex- 
hausts himself iu spiteful scratches and dabs at the General Grand Chapter, like a 
fro ward infant quarreling with the band that keeps it warm, and prevents its innocent 
little soul from parting company with its scarce formed body. Happening to enioy 
the acquaintance of various companions at the * National Capitol,’’ we know that 
they will feel aggrieved and ashamed at this Quixotic vaporing, and this self-sufficient 
parading of their Grand Chapter, as lost to every sense ot honor, and false to the 
obligations on which rest its claim to existence. 

We dislike exceedingly to soil our pages with such anti-masonic utterances, but 
the following, in the notice of New York, i9 so conspicuously inexact, that we can 
not allow it to pass without notice. 

Speaking of the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in New York, the District of 
Columbia committee say : “ Outside of New York city it is kept in as good condition 
as in other States, but in the citjr its present condition is deplorable.” 

The father of all evil never invented a more transparent and utterly untenable 
misstatement than is contained in the above reference to the city of New York. No- 
where under the broad canopy of heaven where Royal Arch Masonry exists is it in 
more prosperous, harmonious, and united condition than in the city of New York. 
Among our Chapters there are some of the largest in the world, and yet, during the 
past four years not a ripple has disturbed the smooth current in which they move. 
Their relations with each other are most cordial and satisfactory ; they pay their 
debts aud obligations promptly and in full, and give courteous and fraternal welcome 
to all worthy companions ; they obey without hesitation or argument the Constitu- 
tion and edicts of the Grand Chapter, and never permit themselves to doubt the 
biading nature of their obligation to Bupport the Constitution and edicts of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter. If this be a deplorable condition of things, we most sincere! v 
hope that it may continue, and that no worse days may ever come to Royal Arch 
Masonry than it is now passing in the city of New York. 

Upon reflection we are of opinion that the writer of the District of Colombia re- 
port threw out this “elongation,” without any other knowledge or thought than that 
it would annoy the General Grand High Priest. Such an act would exactly square 
with the general tenor of the report, and suggests the inquiry, whether our compan- 
ions of ||ie District do not feel as if they could be put to a better use than being 
made the apparent promoters of common scandal. 

The M.\ JF.-.Rebs G. Williams was elected Grand High Priest, and the 12.*. E.\ 
Ghristophbs G. Fox wm reelected Grand Secretary. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The twenty-third Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of North Carolina was 
held In the city of Wilmington, commencing on the fifth day of June, 1871, the M.\ 
EL\ Wm. Murdoch, Grand High Priest, presiding, the H.\ E.\ Thomas B. Case 
being Grand Secretary. Twelve subordinates were represented at the opening. 
Six months only had elapsed since the last Grand Convocation, the time of meeting 
having been changed from December to June. 

Royal Arch Masonry in this State does not appear to be in so prosperons a condi- 
tion as we could wish, several of the Chapters having forfeited their charters, prob- 
ably through failure to meet within the prescribed time, or to make returns to the 
Grand Chapter. Some of them petitioned for the restoration of their charters, and a 
resolution was adopted leaving the cases of all the delinquent Chapters to the dis- 
cretion of the Grand High Priest, to take soch action as he might deem for the best 
interests of the Royal Craft. The baleful results of the civil war seem to have crip- 
pled their energies and destroyed their vitality to a greater extent than in any other 
of the southern jurisdictions; bat there is evidence of returning zeal, and we sin- 
cerely hope that before the next Annual Convocation, the dark cloud of adversity 
will have rolled away, and that a new era of prosperity and success will have 
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dawned upon them. The Grand High Priest, in his Address, earnestly advocates a 
return to their allegiance to the General Grand Crand Chapter, and his arguments 
appear to have had the desired effect, as a resolution was adopted repealing the act of 
secession, and providing for a representation in the next Triennial Convocation of 
the General Grand Body. We are glad to see that the Grand Chapter have taken a 
different view of the question of disseminating the work by means of cypher, from 
that entertained by it in 1863, as wilt appear from the following preamble and reso- 
olution, which were adopted : 

Whereas, There is a manifest disapprobation on the part of subordinate Chapters 
throughout this jurisdiction, as to the use of cypher in the teaching of the work 
adopted by this Grand Chapter, or in conferring degrees, and 

Whereas, The use of cypher is in vioiation of solemn vow and contrary to the 
teaching of Masonry, and the existence of the same is dangerous to the Institution, 
therefore. 

Resolve*!, That this Grand Chapter forbids the use of cypher, letter or key. in the 
practice of the work in its subordinates, or the making, using, vending or keeping of 
the same by any Mason in this jurisdiction, and hereby directs that all books or 
papers purporting to be cyphers or keys to the Chapter work, in possession of any 
Mason cinder the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter, be destroyed by burning. 

We hope a similar course will be adopted wherever this reprehensible practice 
exists. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. John Nichols, in which 
he gives a summary of the transactions of twenty-eight Grand Chapters, several of 
them for two years. Our proceedings, we fear, had not reached him, as no mention 
is made of California in the report We hope to be able to reach the old Pitch Pine 
State in future. The report is a well written and interesting paper, and we are 
pleased to notice that its author received the reward of merit by being elected 
Grand High Priest The R.\ E.\ Thomas B. Carr was reelected Grand Secretary. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

The pamphlet containing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Nova 6cotia, 
comes to us just in time to fin 1 a place in this report, which is now in the printer’s 
hands. We observe that two Emergent Convocations were held : one on the fourth 
and the other on the eleventh day of April, 1871. The first was held for the purpose of 
receiving notices of motion to amend the Constitution, and the last to consider said 
motions. No business of general interest was transacted at these Emergencies. 

The second regular Annual Convocation was held in the city of Halifax, on the 
sixth day of April, 1871— the .1/ \ E.\ S. R. Sircom, Grand King, presiding, the 
R.\ E.\ Jambs Gossip being Grand Secretary. Three subordinate Chapters were 
represented. 

The Acting Grand High Priest stated that the Grand High Priest, Hon. Alex- 
ander Keith, was at the prese it time in the United States, undergoing an operation 
for the recovery of his eye-sight, which fully accounts for his absence from this Con- 
vocation of the Grand Chapter. * He says 

During the past year we have had the most satisfactory assurances of the good 
will and brotherly friendship of the companions on this continei.t. The establish- 
ment of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia has almost universally received the 
unqualified approval, the warmest sympathy, and the most fraternal consideration 
from the Grand Chapter of England and those in America. In no single instance, on 
this c mtinent, has the legality »»f our formation been questioned, and only one Grand 
Chapter, (the Grand Ch iptcr of Tennessee), so far as we have he.ird from, have delayed 
extending to us the right hand of fellowship, in consequence, ns they state, of the 
action taken by the Grand Chapter of Scotland (as set forth in their circular bearing 
date Nov. 4th, lSii'.C) Although the Grand Chapter of Tennessee have not formally 
recogn zed us, still they have ex- hanged reports with us, and have also entered our 
Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary’s names among tliei: lists of correspondents. 

He reports the issue of one dispensation to form a new Chapter, and four special 
dispensations for sundry purposes. The three subordinate Chapters are reported to 
he in a flourishing condition, and the members all sealons in acquiring the ritual, and 
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careful in the selection of the material to be incorporated into the temple. The 
Grand Chapter owes two hundred dollars, and has in the treasury, after paying all 
expenses, including interest, the sum of one hundred and forty-six dollars and 
forty-six cents. We congratulate our young sister upon the auspicious beginning of 
the second year of her existence, and assure her that she has our best wishes for her 
future prosperity and success. 

The Grand Chapter of Scotland (the parent Grand Body) has not yet formally 
recognized the new Grand Chapter ; but, as the recognition of the Grand Chapter 
of England, and all the Grand Chapters of the United States, with the exception, 
perhaps, of Tennessee, has been given, we presume that of Scotland will not long 
be withheld. 

The Report on Correspondence was again presented by Comp. J. Conway Brown, 
and is an able and courteous review of the the transactions of twenty-six Grand 
Chapters— California, we regret to say, is not among the number. 

The M.\K\ S. R. Sibcom was elected Grand High Priest, and the Rr,K\ Jambs 
Gossip was reflected Grand Secretary. 

OHIO. 

The fifty-fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Ohio was held in the 
city of Sandusky, commencing on the twenty-sixth day of September, 1871, the M.\ 
E.'. Chas. C. Kikpeb, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Jambs Nesbit being 
Grand Secretary. All the Grand Officers were present, and seventy-five subordinate 
Chapters were represented. The Grand High Priest, in his Address, says : “ Death 
has been busy during the past year, and I feel that I am not competent to write or 
talk as 1 should in regard to those whose departure I shall bring to your notice.” 

He then alludes most feelingly to the death of Comps. Embreb, Reed and Sparrow, 
all veteran workers in the Masonic field, and pays a fitting tribute to their memory. 
He reports the issue of five Dispensations to form Chapters, and that three applica- 
tions for Dispensations had not been granted, owing to the near approach of the 
Annual Convocation. From the report of the Grand Treasurer we learn that the 
comfortable balance of $4,044.55 remained in the treasury, after defraying the ex- 
penses of the year. 

The following resolution was offered and referred to the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence : 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, a Master Mason who has 
become maimed in person is not thereby prevented from receiving the degrees con- 
ferred in a Royal Arch Chapter. 

The Committee, in reporting on the above, offer the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, a Master Mason who has 
become maimed in person, is not thereby absolutely physically disqualified for re- 
ceiving the degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, but the degree of injury or 
maiming that shall constitute physical disqualification for the receiving of degrees 
shall be left, as the moral and other necessary qualifications are, with the several 
subordinate Chapters. 

The resolution, adopted in 1868, with reference to this question, was repealed. 
This resolution reads : “ A Master Mason who has lost an arm or leg, hand or foot, is 
not a proper candidate for the Chapter degrees.” 

In our opinion the question of physical qualification should invariably be decided 
by the following test : Can the candidate do all that is required of a Royal Arch 
Mason to perform as he passes through the ceremonies of the various degrees? If 
this question can be affirmatively answered, there can be no objection to his admis- 
sion ; if not, we say he is not a proper candidate for the degrees, and should be 
rejected. 

We should judge that the Grand Secretary, or the Chairman of the Committee on 
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Correspondence, or whosever’s doty it may be to read reports, would rejoice at the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That hereafter the report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence 
shall be referred to the M.\ B.\ Grand High Priest, and printed in the proceedings, 
without reading, except such portions as may contain resolutions and recommenda- 
tions. * 

Ve think it quite bad enough to be compelled to write a long-winded report on 
Correspondence, without being obliged to stand up and read it right out in meeting ; 
besides, we hare here a society for the prevention of cruelty to animals, and some of 
them (not the animals) are members of the Grand Chapter. Verb . sat. sap . 

The Report on Correspondence was prepared by Comp. J. Kelly O’Neall, and 
reviews the transactions of twenty-two Grand Chapters. California, we are sorry to 
say, is not among the number. The report is well prepared, but we Bhould much 
prefer to see the quotations printed solid ; it facilitates digestion— of the report— and 
relieves the eye. 

The number of Royal Arch Masons borne upon the rolls of the subordinate Chap- 
ters for the year 1870, was 6671 ; number foa 1871, 7060 ; making an increase of 389. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. 

OREGON. 

The Grand Chapter of Oregon held its eleventh Annual Convocation in fte town 
of Salem, commencing on the sixteenth day of June, 1871— the M.\ K\ Tames R. 
Bailey, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ K\ R. P. Earqart being Grand Secre- 
tary. All the Grand Officers were present, and four subordinate Chapters were 
represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is the very “ soul of wit that is, if brevity 
entitles it to that distinction, and is confined to the recital of his few official acts. 
He says: “ Continued prosperity Ifes attended us, and, so far as I am advised, not a 
single note of discord has been heard among* the workmen in the mystic temple.” 
He reports the appointment of sixteen representatives near other Grand Chapters, 
and the issue of one Special dispensation to ballot upon the petitions of two candi- 
dates without waiting the constitutional time. The committee, to whom the address 
was referred, failed to discover a peg on which to bang a report, and gave it up in 
despair. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance on hand of $186 34. 

Corap. T. McF. Patton presented an excellent Report on Correspondence, albeit 
he apologizes for being green in the business. We deeply sympathize with him in 
his verdancy, for we are in the same boat ; but if we succeed in approximating to the 
excellence of Comp. Patton’s report, we shall encase ourself in the armor of self- 
gratulation and bid defiance to the shafts of the old stagers. Of California, he 
says : — 

The proceedings of this Grand Lodge for 1870 have been furnished us, endorsed 
on the cover by our Grand Secretary — “The only copy in the possession of the Grand 
Chapter.” This endorsement does not intimidate your committee in the least. We 
pay no attention to hints, verbal or written, and propose to clip from thw copy in the 
same graceful manner that we do from any other proceedings, provided we find any- 
thing worth clipping and our scissors work. 

Your committee deeply regret that our M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest will be denied 
his* * feast on California fruits,” but we can offer no consolation whatever. If he 
wants anything in that line, he can send his order through the Grand Secretary, just 
as we did, and persevere until he succeeds. Rare fruits are seldom in the market, 
unless specially ordered. Terms, cash. 

We can assure our companion that the proceedings were duly mailed to the Grand 
Secretary, and if he did not receive them it is not our fault. Our “ rare fruits” are 
not in the market, but a supply may always be obtained by proper parties, upon 
application to our Grand Secretary. In conclusion, he says : — 

We have found much interesting matter that could have been culled, and trans- 
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ferred to oar report, bat upon mature deliberation we have recanted, and oat of 
pare sympathy , allowed the copy to be forwarded to our Af.\ R\ Grand High Priest. 

We know it will make him feel good to see how well (lie Grand High Priests of 
the two jurisdictions agree as to the propriety of Bhort and concise addresses. 

Five Chapters are borne upon the roll, with an aggregate membership of one 
hundred and seventy-five. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. ' 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

We have received an abstract of the proceedings of the Most Excellent Grand 
Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsylvania, and Masonic jurisdiction thereunto belong- 
ing, being extracts from the minutes of its Quarterly and Annual Grand Communica- 
tions, and the Report of the Committee on Correspondence for the year A. D. 1870, 
A. I. 2400. 

Bat little business of importance was transacted at the Quarterly Communications. 
We give the following Report of the Committee on Work, at the Quarterly Commu- 
nication, held on the third day of November, 1870 

The Committee on Work made a report on the proper regalia for the officers of 
subordinate Chapters, so far as relates to head-dresses, as follows : For High Priest, 
a mitre, white ; for King, crown, scarlet ; for scribe, tnrban, purple ; made to cor- 
respond with the figures in the centre of their respective jewels. 

In addition to the foregoing, your committee would recommend for adoption the 
follows described regalia: — 

For Captain of the Host, a helmet, dark blue, with gilt plate in front, and the 
words “ Holiness to the Lord.” engraved thereon. 

For Principal Sojourner, turban, light slate or stone color; same as now in use by 
the Grand Chapter. 

For Royal Arch Captain, crown ; same as now in nse by the Grand Chapter, with 
cross-swords on the upper part. 

For Chaplain, white turban, with gilt plate in front, and the words 44 Holiness to 
the Lord,” engraved thereon. • 

For Masters of tbe Vails, crowns ; same color as the vails ; made same as those 
now in use by the Grand Chapter, with straight sword on the upper part. 

For Master of Ceremonies, crown ; same as now in use by the Grand Chapter. 

For Pursuivant, crown ; same as now in use by the Grand Chapter. 

For Tyler, crown ; same as now in use by the Grand Chapter. 

For Captain of the Host, a semi-military dress, consisting of dark blue tunic, made 
of merino worsted, to come just below the knee ; sword suspended by a belt around 
the waist, in order to conform somewhat to the figure in the centre of the jewel worn 
by him. 

For Principal Sojourner, robe of light slate or stone color : same as now in use 
by this Grand Chapter. 

For Signet, a ring with triangle engraved thereon, and the Hebrew letter 41 Jod” 
in the centre of the triangle. 


The Annual Communication was held, as were the Quarterly Communications, in 
the city of Philadelphia, commencing on the twenty -seventh day of December, 1870, ^ 

St. John’s Day — the M.\ E.\ Michael Nisbett, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
John Thomson being Grand Secretary. Fifteen Chapters were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is almost entirely confined to local matters, 
and consists principally of au account of the number of Chapters visited, and a 
description of the good times enjoyed at such visitations. He reports having made, 
during the year, twenty-five informal visitations, ten Grand Visitations, besides, on 
numerous occasions, meeting with the officers of Chapters and Grand Officers for the 
purpose of instructing them in the work. 

He says, 44 there are at present in this jurisdiction three Mark Lodges and seventy- 
four Chapters, all of which, with the exception of two Chapters, are in a flourishing 
condition, more particularly the Chapters constituted during this year, whose tapid 
growth is unparalleled in our Masonic history.” Two other Chapters which have 
been suspended, are desirous of resuming labor~No. 172, at Tunkhannock, and No. 

184, at Kittanning. We do do not wonder that these Chapters “ paled their ineffec- 
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tn&l fires,” and we marvel that they ever exhibited any symptoms of revivification. 
The names of their respective localities are sufficient to kill almost anything. The 
Shirt-tail Cafion and Jackass Gulch, of California, are euphonious in comparison. 

The income of the Grand Chapter for 1870, was $7116 43 ; annual dues unpaid, 
$421 98 ; and the investsments amount to $13,300. 

The following extract from the Address of the Grand High Priest exhibits a state 
of affairs which would not be tolerated in this jurisdiction : — 

I feel it my duty to call your attention to the too prevalent practice of conferring 
the degrees forthwith on applicants as sojourners. The practice does not exist in 
this city ; but in some of the Chapters out of it the laying of an application over for a 
month is the exception, not the rule. That every case of conferring the degrees 
forthwith is a case of emergency, is too improbable for a moment's consideration. 
In many instances the applicants, instead of being told to send their applications to 
the Chapter, are told to bring them. The Chapter is then told that it is a case of 
emergency; that the brother has come so many miles to obtain his degrees, and it 
will be very inconvenient for him to come again. 

The folly of calling all the forthwith cases, cases of emergency, was fully exem- 
plified in one Chapter I visited, where the minutes state, petitions were received from 
two applicants, which, being cases of emergency, were referred to a committee, to 
report forthwith. The committee reported forthwith, the candidates were balloted 
for, and approved, but were not present to receive the degrees at that meeting, nor 
at the following one, and for all I know, have probably not presented themselves to 
th» day. 

I am of opinion, that cases of emergency, as contemplated by the Constitution, 
rarely occur, and that it is unwise and unjust to confer the degrees forthwith upon 
an applicant, unless there are very good reasons for doing so : unwise, because, 
from want of thorough and proper scrutiny, improper material may be introduced 
into the Chapter ; unjust, because a portion of the members are deprived of what is 
not only their privilege, but their right— the opportunity of expressing their opinion 
of an applicant by their ballot. As the privilege accorded by the Constitution la 
abused in so many instances, I would recommend that the practice be prohibited, 
except by authority of dispensation, to be issued in each instance, or else that a 
fee be exacted for each case of conferring the degrees forthwith. 

The statistical table shows the number of Royal Arch Masons, borne upon the 
rolls of the seventy-four subordinate Chapters, to be six thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-eight. t 

Onr companions of Pennsylvania must find it difficult to invent names for their 
Chapters, as we observe that two of them bear the name of Oriental. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. George Ghiscom, and fa 
an able and courteous review of the transactions of thirty-four Grand Chapters, our 
own, for 1870, receiving fraternal notice. In reviewing yie transactions of the Grand 
Chapter of the District of Columbia, he use- the following pointed language: 

Without entering into the merits, pro or con, of the controversy which preceded 
and accompanied the separation of this jurisdiction from Maryland, we cannot but 
here express our astonishment, as well as grief, at the totally unmasonic style in 
which that subject is treated in the comments made on it in the report of the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence, printed in these proceedings of the District of Columbia. 

The language and tone of those comments (after the separation was completed) 
throughout are without the slightest spirit of conciliation, and steeped in that of vitu- 
peration to a degree that would degrade the columns of the lowest partisan news- 
paper in the bitterest political controversy. We are deeply sorry to see such a blur 
upon what should be the pure sheet of the Masonic annals of America. 

It is a strong illustration of the vicious practice of allowing controversies abont 
any differences which may arise within the precincts of Masonry to go into print at all. 
The practice and conduct of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania in abstaining from 
all public controversy, and in declining, as it did, to take any part whatever in that 
between Maryland and the District of Columbia, has been eminently wise ; and the 
utter unprofitableness of any result from such interference is here most vividly ex- 
emplified. As it is certainly to the disparagement, not to say disgrace of our honor- 
able fraternity, that such language should be put before the world, we are forced to 
refrain from any quotation from this part of the District of Columbia's report. 

He concludes his excellent report with the following pithy remarks : 

We think we may safely say, after a careful review of the proceedings of our sis- 
ter Grand Chapters, that there is not, in the whole of the vast and multifarious mass 
of disquisitions, any one point of business or doctrine which calls for the special 
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action of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, or npon the discnsion of which it wonld 
be either expedient or profitable that we should enter : First, Those of the discussions 
which relate to the landmarks of Masonry are not fit subjects for a public report, 
and are, therefore, not expedient ; and, aeconrUy. those which criticise the civil polity 
or literary style prevailing in sister jurisdictions are not within the range of our legiti- 
mate business, and therefore we think an interference on onr part is uncalled for, 
and wonld be altogether useless and unprofitable. 

We also think it is not the business of a Committee on Correspondence to enter 
into discussion or criticism of or to interfere in any way with the internal nfl'nirs or 
polity of other Grand Chapters. It is not even the province of the Grand Chapter 
itself to do this, unless, perhaps, in exceptional cases, when, as a Grand Chapter, she 
is called upon by the express request of another Grand Chapter for advice or coop- • 
eration. 

We further hold that it is not the business of such Committee to make public to 
the world any part of the internal government, and especially any part of the ritual 
of the Order. We therefore look upon all such discussions (which are very apt to, 
and, as reported, very frequently do, grow into heated and even exasperated contro- 
versies) as utterly out of place in these “ Reports.” * ^ 

Moreover, it is decidedly our opinion that it is not at all the province of such Com- 1 

mittee to undertake to decide mooted points of Masonic law, whether affecting the 
landmarks of the fraternity or otherwise. This is exclusively within the province of 
the Supreme Chief of the jurisdiction, the Grand High Priest, or of the Grand Chap- 
ter itself, or of such delegation of such power as they in their wisdom and by their 
supreme authority may see fit to make for that express pnrpose. 

We have thus fraternally acknowledged the courteous communications from 
thirty-four of our sister Grand Chapters. We give our thanks to the companions of 
these Grand Bodies, one and all, and most cordially reciprocate their fraternal kind- 
ness. We cannot refrain from saying, notwithstanding the formidable labor, that 
the perusal of this vast mass of Masonic “ Proceedings” has given us great and 
unfeigned pleasure and gratification, as well as useful instruction. 

Any slight defects we have noticed in the grand picture of fraternal happiness 
and unity presented by these proceedings, although they somewliatftnar, are not suf- 
ficient to seriously injure its harmony and beauty, and may well be passed over and 
forgotten. They exhibit, without material exception, a condition of universal hat- 1 

mony and prosperity throughout our fraternity in America. They show, in a most 
striking manner, the benign influence of Royal Arch Masonry upon the tone of pub- 
lic sentiment and morals of the whole community, as well as on the character and 
destiny of that *• favored few” who enjoy the benefits of affiliation in its delightful 
associations. Gfe have cause for mutual congratulations upon these results, and for 
hope and confidence that the power which is thus rapidly growing for good will con- 
tinue unimpaired by the least contamination with profane or unworthy influences. 

The writer of this report has found the labor of its preparation a constant source 
of most pleasant occupation, and of Masonic benefit to nimself, and would gladly 
continue in the position of honor which would make for him the same duty for 
the ensuing year, but that the pressure of necessity in his private affairs will put it 
out of his power to give the*time and attention required for its proper performance. 

He therefore respectfully requests that the Mr. K\ Grand High Priest will appoint 
some companion in his place for the purpose. 

We sincerely regret that Comp. Griscom should have found it necessary to ask to I 

be relieved ; the perusal of his report had afforded us so much pleasure that we are 
eagerfor more from the same source, and the Grand High Priest evidently believed ^ 

with us, that it is best to hold fast to a good thing, as, notwithstanding his prayer 
for relief. Comp. Griscom was again appointed Chairman of the Committee on Cor- 
respondence. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

A Special Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations was held in the city of Portsmouth, on the twenty ; second day of Novem- 
ber, 1870, for the purpose of constituting Aoquidneck Chapter and installing its 
officers. The Grand Chapter was escorted by the new subordinate to the church, 
and the ceremonies were performed in public. No further business was transacted. 


The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Providence on the fourteenth day 
of March, 1871 — the M.\ K\ Thomas A. Doyle, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
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R .\ E .\ Georgs H. Burnham being Grand Secretary — this being the sevecty-third 
Annual Convocation. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, annoances the death of the R.\ R\ Pardon 
Clark, Past Grand King of the Grand Chapter, who departed this life on the twenty* 
fifth day of December, 1870, at the ripe old age of eighty-three years. He says of 
the deceased veteran : - 

He was one of the few remaining of that noble band to whom we are. indebted 
for firmness in the hoar of trial, for unflinching devotion to our institution, and for 
words of encouragement in the dark days which followed the anti-Masonic crusade. 

He then administers the following quiet but telling rebuke to the companions for 
their non-attendance at his funeral 

Agreeably to a promise made to him in his last illness, I officiated in my capacity 
as Grand Master of Masons, and read the funeral service of the Grand Lodge. As I 
looked upon the few in attendance, I felt that had our deceased compai|jon and those 
like him shown the same lukewarmness to duty in his day that the absent members 
of the Fraternity in this city did on that occasion, the institution would hardly have 
been as prosperous as it is at this time. 

One dispensation was granted to form a new Chapter, and two special dispensa- 
tions — one to transact bnni ness at a Special Convocation ; the other, to authorize the 
resignation of two officers of a Chapter, and the election of others in their stead. 
From this it appears that Rhode Island recognizes the right of officers of a Masonic 
Body to resign “under certain circumstances.” The following decisions were 
reported : — 

1st.— That in the admission to the Past Master’s degree of a candidate who has 
received the degree under the authority of the Grand Lodge, it is only necessary to 
administer the O. B. ; all other ceremonies may be omitted. 

We cannot concur in this decision. 

2d.— In reply to an enquiry from a High Priest in Delaware, that in this jurisdic- 
tion none but present or Past High Priests can be elected to the office of Grand High 
Priest, and that unaffiliated Royal Arch Masons cannot be members of the Grand 
Chapter, and therefore are not eligible to the office of Grand High Priest. 

Concerning the General Grand Chapter he remarks 

I have heard nothing during the year from the committee appointed at the session 
of the General Grand Chapter in St. Louis, to whom was committed the subject of 
what was termed the seceded Grand Chapters, ours being among the number. I had 
anticipated that at least a correspondence might be opened with us in reference to 
our position, and that the able companions who have the subject in charge would 
furnish arguments to convince us of the great good we might receive from becoming 
a member of their organization. In this, however, I have been disappointed, and I 
presume for the reason that their attention has been engrossed by the efforts made in 
the larger and more important Grand Bodies of the country to dissolve the General 
Grand Body. I do not anticipate that we shall receive much attention until these 
other and larger bodies have been brought into quiet submission. So long as they 
are struggling to get out, it is of but little consequence to force us in. I deem ft 
proper, however, to recommend that as the next session of the General Grand Body 
is to be held so near us as Baltimore, that our Grand High Priest attend the session, 
not as a participant. \>ut as an observer of the proceedings in order that we may. 
from the personal observation of our own representative, obtain a full knowledge of 
what is done, and of the true sentiments of the leading Masonic minds of the country 
upon this important question. 

By referring to the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter we find that Comp. 
Doyle was present, and we trust that he saw and heard enough to induce him to 
recommend to his Grand Chapter a return to her allegiance. 

The number of exaltations during the year was one hundred and seventy-seven, 
and he reports the Grand Chapter free from debt, and financially prosperous. 
The Grand Chapters of Delaware and Nova Scotia are officially recognized. Nine 
chartered Chapters were represented, and one under dispensation. Amount of dues 
received. 1354. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. 
Grorob H. Burnham. He gives a synopsis of the transactions of thirty-seven Grand 
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Chapters, oar own for 1870 being among the number. It is an exceedingly interest* 
ing and able report, and oar scissors fairly ache tq go to work upon it.; bat, alas! 
we have but one copy, and we may not be able to obtain another. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. 

. SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of South Carolina held its Annual Convocation in the city of 
Charleston, commencing on the fourteenth day of February, 1871 — the M.\ 

Jambs A. Hoyt, acting Grand High Priest, presiding, the B.\ E.\ Augustin T. 
Smythe being Grand Secretary. Twenty-one subordinate Chapters were repre- 
sented, thirty-nine being borne upon the roll. The Grand High Priest, who from 
some unexplained cause was absent, presented, through the Past Grand Scribe, an 
excellent address, in which he takes a cheerful view of the present condition and 
future prospects of Royal Arch Masonry in that jurisdiction. When we consider 
how tnnoU our companions in South Carolina have suffered, such utterances as the 
following come to us like sunshine through the dark clouds : — 

Everything around us speaks of happiness and joy— abundant crops and rich, 
teeming harvests have crowned the labors of the husbandman, and the white and 
SDreading sails of commerce bear the burden with which they are richly freighted to 
all points of the world, and assures the hope, that at least in our beloved land, the 
clarion of discord has sounded its last discordant note, and that happiness and plenty 
crown, and are the meet reward of the faithful and the just. 

The blood-red blossoms of war have given way to the pure lilies of eternal peace, 
and the star of hope now resplendentiy shines, giving promise of the security and 
enjoyment of all of our rights. 

1 am pleased to communicate that the condition of our jurisdiction is most flatter- 
ing and prosperous, and that the utmost harmony prevails. The only contention ia 
the noble rivalry in bringing our Chapters up to that standard which shall best 
secure happy results for the benefit of the Order. This is the feeling which animated 
our country Chapters, and I have no doubt those of our metropolis work with a like 
incentive. 

We assure our companions that we rejoice in their prosperity, and fervently hope 
that no disturbing element will be permitted to mar their brilliant prospects in the 
lhture. Five dispensations were issued to form new Chapters, which is proof con- 
clusive of unflagging zeal and unabated interest in the welfare of the Order. 

The Grand High Priest thinks the Grand Chapter did wrong in authorizing the 
Report of the Committee on Correspondence to be presented without reading, and 
published in the proceedings, and as we are inclined to agree with him in this, we 
give his argument upon the question : — 

The standing opinions and expressions of the foreign jurisdictions are all import- 
ant to the well being of the Order, and frequently present matters of grave and high 
importance for the consideration of the sister bodies. From them are received infor- 
mation and knowledge of transactions of a valuable character, which may influence 
our own action and deliberation. 

To refer matters which might contain information of vital importance concerning 
the welfare and standing of our institution, and emanating from all our sister Grand 
Chapters, without being read, appears to me to be fraught with danger, and may 
entail most serious consequences. It goes forth as the report of South Carolina, 
sustained by the Grand Chapter, when it may only be the emanation of a single mem- 
ber of said committee. Another difficulty which presents itself to my mind, and 
which is apparent, is that great unintentional wrong may be done by expressions of 
opinion, coming from the committee, which, without a report thereon, and spread 
upon our records, is published to the world as containing the sanction and approba- 
tion of our Grand Chapter. 

For a M ister Mason to “ intrude himself upon n and become a member of a Chap- 
ter without first affiliating with some Lodge, he denounces as an imposition ; cites 
one case that occurred, and urges the companions to guard against any future vio- 
lation of the law in this respect. He announces, in feeling terms, the death of Comp. 
Wa. Epubaim Mikell, Grand Principal Sojourner, and pays a fraternal tribute to his 
memory. 

The Grand Secretary presented an elaborate report, in which he shows that the 
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office has been no sinecure in his hands. The representatives of the Chapters lately 
under dispensation, but to whom charters were granted at this Convocation, were 
received as delegates from said Chapters, and granted all the rights and privileges 
thereof. We hold that delegates from lately chartered Chapters have no right to 
vote in Grand Chapter until their Chapters have been duly constituted and their 
officers installed. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. Jambs Birnib, and 
is a model report. He reviews the transactions of thirty-one Grand Chapters, Cali- 
fornia a in on? the number, in a courteous and fraternal manner, and although he 
makes no quotations, everything of interest to the Royal Craft is noticed and com- 
mented upon*. We donbt not that his mantle has fallen upon worthy shoulders ; bnt 
while we congratulate him upon his exaltation to the honorable position of Deputy 
Grand High Priest, we can bnt regret the loss of so interesting a reporter. In his 
report on Delaware, he expresses onr views, as follows 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence not having time since the reception 
of the proceedings to prepare a report, gave only their excuse. The committee, 
however, express it as their decided opinion that Committees on Foreign Corres- 
pondence have no business to discuss tne various points of Masonic law and to pro- 
nounce opinions in relation thereto. We dissent from this view of the duties of these 
committees. As a matter of course, whatever opinions they express are only the 
opinions of one or two men, and are to be measured accordingly; but we conceive 
that it is peculiarly their province to discuss all matters of importance arising in the 
proceedings, and express they* opinions thereon. The dicta of Committees on 
Foreign Correspondence ure one of the great sources of Masonic jurisprudence, and 
are valued accordingly. 

The statistical table shows that seventy candidates were exalted daring the year ; 
fifteen dimitted, one was expelled, and ten died ; total membership, six hundred and 
nine. 

The Jambs A. Hoyt was elected Grand High Priest, and the JB.\ 

Augustin T. Smythe was reelected Grand Secretary. 

TENNESSEE. 

The Grand Chapter of Tennessee held its Annual Convocation in the city of Nash- 
ville, commencing on the eighth day of November, 1871— the M.\ E.\ William H. 
Armstrong, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.’.E.\ John Frizbll being Grand 
Secretary. Seventy-four chartered Chapters were represented at the opening, and 
six under dispensation. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good Address, devoted mainly to a recital of 
bis official acts. He decides that a Chapter under dispensation has the right to dis- 
cipline its members in which decision we fully concur. Also, that an actual Past 
Master must take the degree in the Chapter prior to exaltation. From this decision, 
the Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom it was referred, dissented ; but the Grand 
High Priest was sustained, and properly, too, by the Grand Chapter. Upon the 
subject of uniformity of work, he discourses as follows : — 

Uniformity of work is not yet an accomplished fact. Something has been done 
in this direction but much remains to be done. Some of the companions in the State 
seem to think that your action in 1869, adopting a uniformity of work, left it optional 
with them to receive or reject that work. Some even question your authority 
for such an action. These companions have not yet reached that point in the knowl- 
edge of Capitular Masonry where wisdom begins. Those who entertain this opinion, 
(few in number, I am glad to say,) as a general thing, I have found to be those who 
know the least about the rituals, history, laws, and customs of Masonry. Ignorance 
is inexcusable in this age of light, and to obtain more light should be the object of 
every Mason. 

We find se’f-opinioned, ignorant men, everywhere ; in Chnrch, in State, and in 
Masonry, exhibiting the fame characteristics. They oppose every object that calls 
for a united effort. They are willing to see the beautiful ceremonies of our noble 
Craft made ridiculous, if by that means a few more ignorant than themselves may 
consider them wise. They oppose the publication of Masonic books, periodicals, 
newspaper articles, or anything that would throw a ray of light, and if in your coun- 
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■els their advice is not followed, they become greatly incensed. I would recom- 
mend some more effective measures upon this subject, and the appointment of a 
Grand Lecturer other than -the one you have had, to carry them out. 

Three dispensations wore issued to form new Chapters. In discussing the morals 
of the Craft, he makes use of the following forcible language :— 

In most places I have found the standard of morals high, in others too much neg- 
lected. I have no desire, neither would it be possible to make of ours a denomina- 
tional or temperance organization ; still, as it is founded on the principles of virtue, 
and as the law which is to govern every Mason is the Great Light, contained in the 
Holy Bible, we cannot insist too strongly upon moral qualifications. Among those 
who are taught never to use the name of Deity but with that reverence which is due 
from the creatnre to the Creator, the profane swearer, the drunkard, the libertine, 
and the dramselier, have no place ; and how much worse is it when rucIi men are 
placed in official positions, and held up as examples and models. These are those 
who draw on us reproach and condemnation. Those who are guilty of such practi- 
ces should be healed, or we should remove them fearlessly and without partiality. 
Companions, will you see to this when you roturn to your subordinate jurisdictions? 

The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted the following report, which was 
adopted :— 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence having had referred to them a resolu- 
tion asking the Grand Chapter, in substance, to require all Royal Arch Masons, 
whether members of any Chapter or not, to pay dues to the subordin ite Chapter 
within whose local jurisdiction they may resiae, beg leave to report that this Grand 
Chapter has not the constitutional power to make such a regulation, or to enforce 
the same by any Masonic law. 

We should think not. We believe in compelling fevery Mason to pay dues to some 
Lodge, provided he is able to do so, but we think th.it is going far enough. The 
Grand Lecturer question was disposed of by the following resolution : — 

Resolved , That the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest be requested, when asked so to do 
by‘a subordinate Chapter, to appoint any well qualified companion, whom such sub- 
ordinate may desire, to impart the work and lectures adopted and recognized by this 
Grand Chapter, such subordinate to pay the expenses incurred thereby. 

We fear our companions of Tennessee will find that, to establish uniformity of 
work by such means, is a slow process. 

The Report on Correspondence was prepared by Comp. George S. Blackie, As- 
sistant Grand Secretary. He commences his report as follows:— 

We are glad to be able to state that our report contains an abstract of the pro- 
ceedings of all the Grand Chapters in the world, being forty-one in number, and 
all situated in North America, except those of England and Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland. These we have carefully examined, and we submit our digest of their con- 
tents, hoping it may afford our companions such information as they desire. 

Comp. Blackib has certainly succeeded in presenting a full and interesting re- 
port, and we congratulate him upon his good fortune in obtaining the proceedings of 
all the Grand Chapters in the world. If we could obtain those of all the Grand 
Chapters in the United States we should deem ourselves peculiarly fortunate. Cal- 
ifornia for 1871 is briefly but fraternally noticed. In concluding his report, Comp. 
Blackie says : — 

And thus, companions, we have finished our work. We have been enabled to re- 
port upon all the Grand Chapters of the United States, and the sum of the whole is 
that the Royal Craft was never more prosperous, more successful, more united than 
it now is. The enemies of Masonry, who examine its history with an eye single to 
every thing that is evil, prepared to believe and greedily drink in all that is discred- 
itable to the Order, can find among as, no matter how deep they search, nothing but 
pure and good principles and an earnest endeavor to act up to those principles. 

Eighty-seven Chapters are borne upon the roll, with an aggregate membership of 
4161. 

The Af.*. E.\ A. J. Wheeler was elected Grand High Priest, and the if.*. El*. John 
Frizsll was reelected Grand Secretary. 

TEXAS. 

The Grand Chapter of Texas held its twenty-second Annual Convocation in the 
city of Houston, commencing on the twelfth day of June, 1871— the Af.*.j?.*.S. 8. 
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Monger, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R .\ JC .\ Robert Brewster being Grand 
Secretary. Forty-four subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good Address, relating principally to matters 
of local interest. He decides that substitutes can not be used, there being a consti- 
tutional provision forbi Iding it We find the following decisions : — 

Can a Chapter under dispensation grant Jurisdiction to a chartered Chapter in 
another State to confer on a brother the M.*. E.\ and R.\ A.*, degrees, he having been 
marked and passed in the Chapter under dispensation ? 

Answer, — A Chapter under dispensation has the same rights, as to jurisdiction and 
candidates, as a chartered Chapter. 

We concur. He decides that it is not necessary for companions who desire to 
form a new Chapter to dimit from the Chapter of which they are members previous 
to signing a petition for a dispensation. The contrary is the rule in California. 

Two brethren have received all the degrees except the Royal Arch. There were 
three protests filed against each of them. Are they thus stopped, or a're they enti- 
tled to an investigation of the reasons on which the protests have been filed ? 

Answer, — A protest has the same effect as a black ball, until withdrawn bv the 
companion presenting it, and more than one is equivalent to more than one black 
ball. It would not be any more allowable to investigate the cause of the protest 
than it would the black ball. 

From this decision we dissent ; when a brother has received one or more degrees, 
we hold that good and sufficient reason should be given for arresting his progress. 

We have been in the habit of wearing blue Lodge clothing and jewels in all de- 
grees below Royal Arch. Is this right, or should the proper Chapter jewels and 
clothing be worn in all degrees? 

Answer. — It is proper for all Royal Arch Masons to use Chapter regalia in the ap- 
pendant degrees. 

A Master Mason affiliated in Louisiana, but a resident of Texas, applies for the 
Royal Arch and appendant degrees. Has the Chapter Mie right to receive and act 
upon his petition? and, 

2d. If, in the above stated case, a companion objects to the reception of the pe- 
tition, because the applicant is not affiliated in Texas, and the High Priest overrules 
the objection, and appeal is taken, can the High Priest proceed with the petition 
during the pendency of the appeal ? 

Answer.— A Master Mason, affiliated in Louisiana, can not be said to be a non- 
affiliated Master Mason with us in Texas. We recognize, and Air Grand Lodge is in 
correspondence with, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. The applicant is not prohibited 
by the resolution of June, 1860, from receiving the Royal Arch and appendant de- 
grees. * 

2d. I have decided that the objection was not a good one, and the High Priest 
was right in overruling it ; but the companion objecting had a right to appeal, and 
it is not right to go on with the case until the appeal is decided or withdrawn. The 
appeal stands in the nature of a protest until action is had upon it. 

The following resolutions were adopted : — 

Resolved, That* suspension for non-payment of dues has the same effect as sus- 
pension for unmasonic conduct, exoept that on payment of all dues by the suspended 
conK>anion, he becomes thereby reinstated without any vote of the Chapter. 

Resolved, That should a companion, suspended for non-payment of dues, fail to 
pay the same during the further space of twelve months after his suspension, he may 
De expelled by the Chapter by regular proceedings and trial. 

The first resolution we believe to be correct ; but the second carries the matter 
too far. No companion should be expelled for the non-payment of his dues. 

A resolution was adopted instructing the subordinate Chapters to abandon the 
practice of charging fees for affiliation. 

The Grand Orator delivered an eloquent and interesting oration ; there are many 
good things in it we would like to quote, but have room only for the following ex- 
tract : — 

Our Order holds the proud and lofty position of being a leader in the lists of be- 
nevolence. Its principles, if scanned, will prove its title to the high place which has 
been allotted to it. I shall not declare that all other secret associations are derived 
from Masonry, still it is not too much to assumAthat our Order haB suggested the 
outline upon which all other kindred associations are constructed. The Odd Fellows 
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and the various orders of Temperance are, so far as their secret character is con- 
cerned, the offspring of Masonry. Whether we adopt the position, that Freemason- 
ry took its rise in India, or Egypt, or Greece, it does not disturb the settled question 
of the priority of our Origin. Nor do all the speculations which assumed that our 
manner of teaching the principles of our mystic profession, is derived from the Dru- 
ids, who worshipped one Supreme God, immense and infinite, or that our maxims of 
morality were derived from Pythagoras, who taught the duties which we owe to God 
and our fellow-men, or that onr emblems were originally from Egypt, militate against 
the general admission of the superior antiquity of the Masonic Institution. Venera- 
ble for antiquity — honorable for its love and maintenance of order— sacred in its de- 
votion to truth— heroic in its 'adherence to charity — it has won the regard of Mon- 
archist and Republican, King and Governor, Lord and Citizen, Peasant and Beggar. 
Its marble temples, its institutes of learning, And its long catalogue of noble achieve- 
ments, place it in the front rank among the noble charities which distinguish this re- 
markable age. 

There is no Report on Correspondence— an omission we very much regret, as 
there are many able companions in Texas whose literary efforts would cause the 
“Lone Star” to shine with refulgent light in the constellation of Grand Chapters. 

The M.\ E.\ J. B. Jones was elected Grand High Priest, and the 12.*. E.\ Robert 
Brewster was reelected Grand Secretary. 

WISCONSIN. 

The twenty-first Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Wisconsin was 
held in the city of Milwaukee, commencing on the seventeenth day of January, 
1871 — the Thos. B. Tyler, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 72.*. K\ Wil- 

liam T. Palmer being Grand Secretary. Thirty-eight chartered Chapters, and two 
under dispensation, were represented at the opening. The Address of the Grand 
High Priest is brief and entirely devoted to matters of local interest. He reports 
the decease of twenty-four cqpipauions during the year. He says 

It is a matter of congratulation, that this is the twenty-first anniversary of the 
existence of this Grand Chapter. On the day of its birth, in the year 18.50, we num- 
bered but five subordinate Chapters, with a membership of one hundred and twenty- 
five. To day, we behold the representatives of forty Chapters, with a membership 
of over three thousand Companions. 

Are we not justifie<yn the belief that onr institution has been under the guardian- 
ship of good and wise men? And may we not claim that it has become one of the 
great moral powers, whose mission it is to teach man how to live in this world, and 
to aid him in his preparation for the next? 

Harmony and concord, I am happy to say, ha$e prevailed among the Royal Craft 
throughout this jurisdiction, during the past year. 

He strongly condemns the practice of using ** keys and ciphers," and recom- 
mends that all such abominations be collected and destroyed ; in which recommend- 
ation he has our hearty concurrence. He reports the issue of two dispensations to 
form new Chapters. He is of the opinion that Comp. J. Q. A. Fellows will make a 
good representative of his Grand Chapter near the Grand Grand Chapter of Louisi- 
ana. We arrived at the same conclusion one year ago, and appointed him to repre- 
sent us. The following paragraph finds a responsive echo in our breast ; may tho 
hope soon end in fruition : — 

I cannot allow this occasion to pass without announcing the gratifying fact that 
temperance, one of the cardinal virtues, is receiving its due share of attention. In 
times past, this arch enemy has made sad inroads upon our institution. The ponder- 
ous blows of my most excellent predecessor, together witli the efforts of other good 
and distinguished members of the Fraternity, have had a salutary ettect— have to <-{iine 
extent crippled the monster. I sincerely hope that, ere long.' it may be truthfully 
said, that no man who has bowed at the altar of Free Masonry, worships at the shrine 
of Bacchus. 

The Grand Treasurer reports the comfortable balance on band of $2754 G2. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. Samuel Fellows, and 
gives a brief resumi of the transactions of thirty-three Grand Chapters. California 
receives brief— very brief— mention.* He complains of our fine print, but we can not 
see that his is any improvement. 
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The M.\ E.\ Joseph Tates was elected Grand High Priest, and the Rs. E,\ Wm . 
T. Palmeb was reelected Grand Secretary. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

For the Committee . 

Which report was ordered to be printed with the proceedings. 

Comp. Thomas Hubbard Caswell presented a commission consti- 
tuting him the representative of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, and 
on motion he was received and accredited as the representative of that 
Grand Body. 

The Grand Secretary then presented his Annual Report as fol- 
lows : — 

lb the Jf.\ E,‘. Grand Chapter of California 

The undersigned respectfully submits the following report of the transactions of 
the Grand Secretary’s office during the year ending January thirty-first, 1872. 

As soon as possible after the close of the last Annual Convocation, the proceedings 
thereat were printed and the usual number of copies was distributed to the Chapters, 
to the Grand and Past Grand Officers, and transmitted to all the Grand Chapters with 
which we are in communication. 

By order of the Grand High Priest, dispensations were issued for the formation of 
two new Chapters, viz: — June first. 1871, to Solano Chapter, at Suisun, Solano County; 
July nineteenth, 1871, to Visalia Chapter, at Visalia, Tulare County. In the latter 
case, the application for a dispensation with the necessary papers, and the fee, $90. 
was forwarded to the late Grand Secretary prior to the last Annual Convocation, and 
should have been submitted to the Grand Chapter at that time ; this, however, was 
not done, and none of the papers save the dimits of the petitioners have since been 
found. The companions, however, forwarded another application for a dispensation, 
with all the necessary documents, and the fee, believing that the Grand Chapter 
would in justice to them refund the amount. The petitions for these dispensations, 
with the accompanying papers required by the Constitution, the record book, by-laws, 
and returned dispensation of Solano Chapter, together with a petition for its perpet- 
uation by charter, are herewith submitted. The books and papers of Visalia 
Chapter have not as yet been received by the undersigned. 

By order of the Grand High Priest, a special dispensation was, on the first day of 
February, 1872, issued to Donner Chapter, No. 39, authorizing an election of officers 
at a time other than that prescribed by the Constitution, this being the only special 
dispensation issued during the year. 

No form of credentials for representatives near other Grand Chapters having been 
prescribed by this Grand Body, and the appointment at the last Annual Convocation 
of seven distinguished companions as representatives of this Grand Chapter abroad 
rendering such a form imperatively necessary, the undersigned has prepared a form 
of credentials, copies of which, duly signed and attested, have been forwarded to 
the companions already appointed as representatives ; from all of whom answers 
have been received, accepting the appointments, and expressing their thanks to this 
Grand Chapter for the honor conferred upon them. The form of credentials is here- 
with submitted for your approval. 

The receipts of the Grand Secretary since the twelfth day of April, 1871, have 
been as follows : — 
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The Grand Secretary in account with the Grand Chapter of California , for the 
year ending February Is*, 1872. 

RECEIPTS. 


L. G. Owen, funds belonging to Grand Chapter, 



San Francisco Chapter, No. 1, dues in full to Feb. 1st, 1872 

293 00 

Sonora , 

44 

No. 2, 

44 

44 41 



Sacramento , 

44 

No. 3, balance dues last year, 

184 00 

“ 

“ 

No. 3, dues in full to Feb. 1st, 1872, 

315 00 

California, 

44 

No. 5, 

if 

44 f< 

501 00 

Nevada, 

u 

No. 6, 

if 

(( 44 

121 00 

Benicia , 

44 

No. 7, 

44 

44 44 

86 00 

Shasta, 

44 

No. D, 

I. 

4 1 44 

109 00 

Sutter , 

tt 

No. 11, 

4* 

44 44 

135 00 

Calaveras, 

** 

No. 12, 

44 

44 44 

62 00 

Washington, 

44 

No. 13, 

44 

44 44 

258 00 

Howard, 

" 

No. 14, 

44 

44 44 

141 00 

Cyrus, 

ft 

No. 15, 

44 

14 44 

108 00 

St . James , 

u 

No. 16, 

i< 

44 <4 

90 00 

Ltbanus, 

44 

No. 17, 

41 

44 44 

54 00 

“ 

41 

No. 17, balance dues 

last year, 

65 00 

Grass Valley, 

ft 

No. 18, dues iu full to Feb. 1st, 1872, 

140 00 

Trinity, 

44 

No. 19, 

44 

41 .4 

40 00 

Franklin, 

44 

No. 20, “ 

44 

44 44 

88 00 

Sierra, 

44 

No. 21, 

44 

44 44 

106 00 

Petaluma, 

44 

No. 22, 

“ 

44 44 

106 00 

Oliver, 

44 

No. 23, 

• 4 

« 44 

84 00 

La Fayette, 

44 

No. 24, 

44 

44 44 

36 00 

Georgetown, 


No. 25, « 

44 

44 14 


Oakland, 

44 

No. 26, 

«• 

44 <€ 

129 00 

Delta, 

44 

No. 27, 

44 

44 44 

44 00 

Stockton, 

• 4 

No. 28, 

41 

44 44 

174 00 

Manzanita, 

44 

No. 29, 

*4 

44 44 

112 00 

Napa , 

<4 

No. 30, “ 

4 ‘ 

14 44 

80 00 

Martinez, 

44 

No, 31, 

4 4 

44 44 

71 00 

Los Angeles 

44 

No. 33, 

44 

44 44 

128 00 

Alturas, 

44 

No. 34, « 

44 

44 tt 

112 00 

Naval, 

44 

No. 35, 

44 

14 44 

154 00 

Alameda, 

44 

No. 36, 

44 

44 44 

167 00 

Siloam, 

44 

No. 37, 

44 

44 44 

66 00 

Santa Cruz, 


No, 38, 

4 4 

44 44 

82 00 

Danner, 

44 

No. 39, 

44 

44 44 

95 00 

tt 

44 

No. 39, dispensation 

to elect officers 

5 00 

Red Bluff, 

44 

No. 40, balance dues last year, 

16 00 

<4 

44 

No. 40, dues in full to Feb. 1st, 1872, 

79 00 

Temple, 

44 

No. 41, 

44 

44 44 

91 00 

Chico, 

44 

No. 42, 

4« 

14 44 

142 00 

Solano , 

41 

U. D., dispensation,. 


...... 90 00 

“ 

44 

U. D., dues in full to April 1st, 1872, 

96 00 

Visalia, 

4f 

U. D., dispensation, 


90 00 

** 

44 

U. D., diplomas, 



22 00 

Making a total of 

. . . . 


$6678 00 


All of which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, as per his receipt herewith 
submitted. The books and voncbers for orders drawn upon the Grand Treasurer, 
and papers of the Grand Secretary’s office, are herewith submitted for examination. 
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In making the investigation of the accounts of the late Grand Secretary, it wai 
discovered that the returns of all the Chapters for 1871 were missing from the Grand 
Secretary's office; long and diligent search was made for them, but they could not 
be found. By direction of the Grand High Priest, the undersigned addressed a com- 
munication to each of the Secretaries of the subordinate Chapters, requesting them to 
send duplicates of their returns. The request was cheerfully complied with, although 
it cost the Secretaries much time and trouble to prepare them ; but after this was 
done the missing reports were returned as mysteriously as they had disappeared* 
By whom they were removed, or for what purpose, or by whom they were returned, 
will probably remain a mystery. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary. 

Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until two o'clock this 
afternoon. 


|u tend Chapter. 

Afternoon Session, \ 

Tuesday, April 9, A. I. 2402. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at two o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following committees : 


On Finances : 

Comp. James Laidley, 

“ James Dods, 

41 John Ernest Kunkler, 

44 Hiram Throop Graves, 

44 Jeremiah Elken Whitcher. 

On Charters: 

Comp. Isaac Sutvene Titus, 

44 Edward Richard Hedges, 

44 William Rousch, 

44 Charles Lewis Pond, 

44 Nathan Weston Spaulding. 

On By-Laws: 

Comp. Theodore Edward Smith, 

44 Tallman Hathaway Rolfe, 
44 Henry Hay Knapp, 

44 Ambrose Hall Cowden, 

44 John Morris Walbridge. 


On Returms : 

Comp. Wm. Thompson Luther, 
4 ‘ George Heim Gilbert, 

44 Osgood Hiltou, 

44 Thomas Kent Hook, 

* 44 Nathan Hosmer Stone. 

On Grievances: 

Comp. Benj. Franklin Myrcs, 

44 James Martin Rodgers, 
44 James H. Hoadley, 

14 Henry Warren Russell, 
44 Richard Munt. 

On Payment of Delegates : 

Comp. Alfred Coolidge Waitt, 
41 Wiley James Tinnin, 

44 John Nelson Besse, 

14 Daniel Potter Bystle, 

44 Henry Peck. 


(5 
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The Grand High Priest announced the appointment, of the following 
named companions to fill vacancies in the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence : — 

Comp. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 

“ Charles Fayette Lott, 

“ Louis Cohn, 

•* John Francis Snow. 


The Grand Treasurer presented his Annual Report, as follows : — 


The Grand Treasurer in account with the Grand Chapter of California. 

DR. 

Cash received from Grand Secretary, $6678 00 

1871. CR. 

April. Paid delegates in attendance at Annual Convocation, as 

per pay roll $ 908 00 

“ “ Grand Officers in attendance at Annual Convocation, 

as per pay roll 114 00 

“ 26. “ Ira C. Root, Grand Guard, for attendance at Annual 

Convocation, as per voucher No. 1, 25 00 

May 1. “ Samuel D. Mayer, Grand Organist, for attendance 

at Annual Convocation, as per voucher No. 2,. . . 22 50 

“ 29. “ Frank Eastman, print’g proceedings, as per voucher 

No. 3 445 80 

Sep. 13. “ Plum, Bell & Co., Carpet, as per voucher No. 4,.. 115 91 

Dec. 16. “ S. & G. Gump, hanging picture, as per voucher No. 5, 1 50 

1872. 

Jan. 31. Paid Downing & Co., painting sign, as per voucher No. 6,. 5 00 

Feb. 9. “ Frank Eastman, printing, as per voucher No. 7 56 25 

“ 19. “ Bulletin Co., advertising, as per voucher No. 8, 17 50 

“ 21. “ Michel Friedlander, for gloves, as per vonch’r No. 9, 3 00 

“ 23. “ Chronicle, advertising, as per voucher No. 10, *12 00 

Mar. 25. “ Payot, Upham & Co., for stationery, as per voucher 


No. 11, 24 50 

ApL 9. “ Charles L. Wigoin, Grand Secretary, salary, as per 

voucher No. 12, 1200 00 

. •• 9. “ Expenses Grand Secretary’s office, as per voucher 

No. 13 30 00 

Balance in treasury this date 3697 04 


Total. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


$6678 00 

JOSEPH B. 8COTCHLER, 

Grand Treasurer. 


Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 


Comp. Joseph B. Scotchler, from the special committee to whom 
was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest, presented the fol- 
lowing report : — 

lb the Mr. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the Address of the Mr. E.\ Grand High 
Priest, have oarefully considered that paper, and beg leave to express their entire 


i 
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approval of its sentiments and recommendations. The very able and elaborate 
presentation of the affairs of the Grand Chapter, was to be expected from the great 
ability and experience of onr chief officer, and believing no farther comment to be 
necessary, we recommend that the Address of the Grand High Priest be apportioned 
as follows 

To the Committee on Jurisprudence, so much thereof as relates to Quincy Chapter, 
No. 32, and to the use of'substitnteB ; 

To the Committee on Charters, so much thereof as relates to the constituting of 
Donner Chapter, No. 39, at Truckee ; Bed Bluff Chapter, No. 40, at Red Bluff; 
Temple Chapter, No. 41, at Watsonville, and Chico Chapter, No. 42, at Chico, and to 
the issue of dispensations to form and open Solano Chapter, at Suisun City, and 
Visatia Chapter, at Visalia ; 

To the Committee on By-Laws, so much thereof as relates to sundry amendments 
to the by-laws of Chapters ; 

To the Committee on Finances, so much thereof as relates to the accounts of the 
late Grand Secretary, and the resolution of the General Grand Chapter levying 
an assessment upon each member of the subordinate Chapters; and to a special 
committee of three, to report at the next Annual Convocation, so much thereof as 
relates to the uniformity of work. 

Your committee recommend that the action of the Grand High Priest in taking 
bonds of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, in granting a dispensation to 
Donner Chapter to elect its officers at a time other than that named in the Constitu- 
tion, in consolidating Sonora Chapter, No. 2, and Columbia Chapter No. 8, and in 
appointing a Deputy Grand Lecturer, be approved by the Grand Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Joseph B. Scotchler, ) 

George Heirn Gilbert, V Committee . 

Charles Lewis Pond, ) 

The following communication from the General Grand Secretary of 
the General Grand Chapter was received and referred to the Committee 
on Finances : — 

General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons , for the United States of America. 

Office of the General Grand Secretary, ) 
Buffalo, New York, Sept. 30th, 1871: j 

R.\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiggin t 

Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of California 

Dear Sir and Companion : — You are fraternally requested to communicate the 
following tj your Grand Chapter at its next ensuing Annual Convocation, it being a 
copy of a resolution adopted by the General Grand Chapter at its recent Triennial 
Convocation, held at the City of Baltimore, Md., September 19-22: — 

“ Resolved , That the State Grand Chapters thoughont the jnrisdiction, be requested 
to cause to be paid annually to the General Grand Secretary of this General Grand 
Chapter, the sum of one cent for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon the rolls of 
their subordinates at the date of their annual reports ; the fund so created to be used 
to defray the necessary expenses of the General Grand Chapter ; and the General 
Grand becretary be and hereby is instructed to pay the General Grand Treasurer 
the amounts so collected, and make report thereof at each Triennial Convocation.” 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the record ; and in witness 
thereof, have hereunto affixed the seal of the General Grand Chapter, the day and 
yea* flrst above mentioned. 

CHRISTOPHER G. FOX, 

. General Grand Secretary . 
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On motion of Comp. Geo. T. Grimes, the election of Grand Officers 
was made the special order for two o’clock, P. M., to-morrow. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until this evening at half- 
past seven o’clock. 


fu (tend 

Evening Session, ) 

Tuesday, April 9th , A . L 2402. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at half-past seven o’clock, the 
Grand High Priest presiding. 

On motion of Comp. Charles F. Lott, the Grand Lecturer exem- 
plified the work in the Royal Arch degree. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until to-morrow morning at 
ten o’clock. 


|u (toad tifopto. 

Morning Session, ) 

Wednesday, April 10 th, A. L 2402. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at ten o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the sessions of yesterday were read and approved. 

Comp. Thos. H. CJaswell, from the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
presented the following report : 

To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the If.*. 
&*. Grand High Priest’s Address relating to the use of substitutes in the ceremony 
of exaltation, beg leave to report — 

That they have carefully considered and fully recognized the importance of the 
subject matter so referred. That they acknowledge the decision of the General 
Grand Chapter, that “ the use of substitutes is not a violation of the ritual and instal- 
lation charges,” as conclusive and binding ; and that the .recommendation for the 
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use of “ fall classes of actual candidates,” is folly endorsed, and is in accordance with 
the custom which has ever prevailed in this jurisdiction. But while thus accepting 
the decision and endorsing the recommendation, your committee agree with the if.*. 
E.\ Grand High Priest that some safeguard should be provided whereby the evils 
referred to by him may be prevented, and at the same time afford a definite rule for 
the guidance of the Chapters of this State. Without further comment, therefore, 
your committee submit the following resolutions, and recommend their adoption : — 

Resolved, That the use of substitutes shall not be permitted for purposes of rapid 
advancement, or for accommodation merely, but only when the Council of the Chap- 
ter, in the exercise of a sound discretion, shall be satisfied that the good of Royal 
Arch Masonry will be promoted thereby. 

Resolved , That the use of more than one substitute at a time is prohibited, unless 
the dispensation of the Grand High Priest, permitting such use, be first procured ; 
said dispensation to be. issued only for good cause shown, and upon a petition 
signed by a majority of the Council of the Chapter, asking such dispensation. 

All which is respectfblly submitted. 


Thomas H. Caswell, 
John F. Snow, 
Charles F. Lott, 
Powell 8. Lawson, 
Louis Cohn, 


Committee. 


Comp. Charles Fayette Lott, from the same committee, presented 
the following report : — 


To the M.'. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 


Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the 
Address of the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest relative to changing the location of Quincy 
Chapter, No. 32, respectfhlly report— 

That from information received since the Grand Chapter was convened, showing 
a different state of affairs in connection with said Quincy Chapter, than that under 
which the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest was induced to make the recommendation, 
your committee deem it inexpedient at this time to change the location of said Chap- 
ter, but would respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolution 

Resolved , that the Grand High Priest be requested to summon the members of 
Quincy Chapter, No. 32, to meet at their hall in the town of Quincy on Saturday, 
the first day of June ensuing, for the purpose of electing and installing the officers 
of said Chapter, and that he appoint some Past High Priest to preside at said meeting 
and to install the officers who may at that time be elected by the members of said 
Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Thomas H. Caswell, 
Powell S. Lawson, 
Charles F. Lott, 
Louis Cohn, 

John F. Snow, 


Committee . 


Which reports were concured in and the resolutions accompanying 
them were adopted. 


Comp. Benjamin F. Mybes, from the Committee on Grievances, 
reported that no business had been presented to that committee for its 
consideration. 
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Comp. William Thompson Luther, from the Committee on Re- 
turns, presented the following report : — 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

The undersigned respectfully report that returns from the following Chapters 


hare been received and that they are in all respects correct, and in most instances 
well and carefully prepared, and that the dues of each are as set opposite their 
respective names:— * 


San Francisco, No. 1,. 

Gen. Rep. 

Fund. Fund. Total. 

.$187 $106 $293 

La Fayette, 

No. 

Gen. Rep. 

Fund. Fund. Total. 
,24,.. $18 $18 $36 

Sonora , 

44 

2, 

. — 

— 

— 

Georgetown, 

44 

25,.. 51 

39 

90 

Sacramento, 

44 

3,- 

. 201 

114 

315 

Oakland, . 

ii 

26,.. 65 

64 

129 

California , 

11 

5,. 

. 290 

211 

501 

Delta, 

ii 

27,.. 24 

20 

44 

Nevada, 

44 

6 ,. 

. 72 

49 

121 

Stockton, 

44 

28,.. 93 

81 

174 

Benicia, 

II 

7,. 

. 55 

31 

86 

Mamanita , 


29,.. 62 

50 

112 

Shasta, 

44 

9„ 

. 60 

49 

109 

Napa, 


30,.. 49 

31 

80 

Sutter, 

41 

11,. 

. 81 

54 

135 

Martinez, 


31,.. 36 

. 35 

71 

Calaveras , 

44 

12,. 

. 40 

30 

70 

Los Angeles , 

ii 

33,.. 70 

58 

128 

Washington, 

II 

13,. 

. 168 

90 

258 

AUuras, 

ii 

34,.. 82 

30 

112 

Howard, 

II 

14,. 

. 78 

63* 

141 

Naval, 

ii 

35,.. 87 

67 

154 

Cyrus, 

44 

15,. 

. 54 

54 

108 

Alameda, 


36,.. Ill 

56 

167 

Saint James, 

44 

16,, 

. 52 

38 

90 

Siloam, 


37,.. 36 

30 

66 

Libanus , 

II 

17, 

.* 27 

27 

54 

Santa Cruz, 

44 

38,.. 48 

34 

82 

Grass Valley, 

44 

18, 

. 75 

65 

140 

Donner, 


39,.. 58 

37 

95 

Trinity, 

II 

19, 

. 22 

18 

40 

Red Bluff, 


40,.. 50 

29 

79 

Franklin , 

II 

20, 

. 48 

40 

88 

Temple, 


41,.. 66 

25 

91 

Sierra, 

II 

21, 

. 69 

45 

104 

Chico, 

44 

42,.. 109 

33 

142 

Petaluma, 

44 

22, 

. 58 

48 

106 

Solano, 

U. D.,. 73 

23 

96 

Oliver, 

II 

23,, 

. 48 

36 

84 

Visalia, 


44 . . — 

— 

— 


Making a total of $2863 $1928 $4791 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

W. 8. Luther, ) 

Osgood Hilton, V Committee. 

N. H. Stone, ) 

Which report was concurred in. 

Comp. James Latdley, from the Committee on Finances, presented 
the following report : — 

To (he Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Finances respectfully report that they have examined the 
account books and’vouchers of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, and find 
them correct in all respects. 

The receipts for the fiscal year ending February 1st, 1872, were as follows 


Received from L. C. Owen, $1422 00 

Dues from subordinate Chapters, 4784 00 

To General Fund, $2860 00 

To Representative Fund, 1924 00 

From dispensations to new Chapters, 180 00 

Special dispensation, 5 00 
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From diplomas issued, 22 00 

Balance dues from SacratnerUo Chapter, 184 00 

Balance does from Libanus Chapter, 65 00 

Balance dues from Red Bluff Chapter, 16 00 


Total, $6678 00 

Which has been expended as follows : — 

For expenses of delegates at Annual Convocation, 1871 $908 00 

Expenses of Grand Officers, 1871, 114 00 

To Grand Guard, 25 00 

To Grand Organist 22 50 

For printing proceedings, 445 80 

To Plum, Bell k Co., carpets 115 91 

For hanging pictures, 150 

For painting sign, 5 00 

For printing, 56 25 

For advertising, 29 60 

For expenses Grand Secretary’s office, ’ 57 50 

For salary of Grand Secretary, 1200 00 


Total, $2980 96 

Balance in treasury, 3697 04 


$6678 00 

Your committee are of the opinion that the following appropriations will be 
necessary for the ensuing year : — 

For printing proceedings, $500 00 

For expenses delegates and Grand Officers, 1200 00 

For salary Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

For binding volume III. of proceedings, 200 00 

For rent of Grand Secretary’s office, 300 00 

For Grand Guard 25 00 

For expenses of Grand Secretary’s office 50 00 


$3475 00 

Your committee recommend that the Grand Secretary be instructed to forward 
to the General Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, the Bum of one (l) 
cent for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon the rolls of the subordinate Chapters, 
for the use of the General Grand Chapter. 

With regard to the defalcation of the late Grand Secretary, your committee are of 
the opinion that all has been done that can be— that no part of the amount ($7262 31) 
can ever be recovered, and we therefore recommend that it be charged to profit and 
loss. 

Your committee recommend that an appropriation of three hundred dollars be 
made to remunerate Comp. Moody for labor performed by him in investigating the 
accounts of the late Grand Secretary. 

Your committee recommend that the sum of ninety dollars, which was paid by 
the companions of Visalia Chapter to the former Grand Secretary, L. C. Owen, for 
the purpose of obtaining a dispensation for opening a new Chapter, be refunded to 
Visalia Chapter by the Grand Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

James Laidley,) 

J. E. Whitcheb, } Committee. 

H. T. Graves, ) 

Which report was concurred in, and the recommendations therein 
made were adopted. 
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Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin proposed an amendment to the Con- 
stitution by adding to Section 1, Article XIX, the following : — 

la all cases of a tie vote, except votes by ballot, the High Priest, In addition to 
his proper vote, may have the casting vote. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. 

Comp. Theodore E. Smith, from the Committee on By-Laws, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

7b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the amendments to the by-laws of Sutter 
Chapter, No. 11, Washington Chapter, No. 13, Georgetown Chapter, No. 25, Los 
Angeles Chapter, No. 33, Naval Chapter, No. 35, Temple Chapter, No. 41, and Solano 
Chapter, under dispensation, approved by the M.\ K\ Grand High Priest, respect- 
fully report, that they have examined the same and find that they relate principally 
to the regulation of fees and dues and to changes in the time of holding their meet- 
ings ; that all conform to the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, and recommend 
that they be approved. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

T. E. Smith, 

T. H. Rolfe, 

J. M. Walbridge, Committee. 

H. H. Knapp, 

A. H. Cowden, 

Which report was concurred in. 

Comp. Thomas H. Caswell, from the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, presented the following report : — 

7b the M.\ E\ Grand Chapter of California : — 

Your committee, to whom was referred the amendment to the Constitution, pro- 
posed by the Grand Secretary, have considered the same, and respectfully recom- 
mend its adoption. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Thomas H. Caswell, ' 

John F. Snow, 

Charles F. Lott, Committee. 

Powell 8. Lawson, 

Lons Cohn, 

Which report was concurred in. 

On motion of Comp. Charles F. Lott, the amendment to Section 
1, Article XIX, of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, proposed 
by the Grand Secretary, was unanimously adopted. 

Comp. James Laid ley presented the following resolution : — 

Resolved , That the Grand Secretary be instructed to have printed with the 
proceedings of this Annoal Convocation, the Constitution of this Grand Chapter, 
together with that of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and the Gen- 
eral Regulations and Rules adopted by those bodies, and that two hundred copies of 
the same be bound separately for the me of the Chapters in this jurisdiction. 

Which resolution was adopted. 
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The Grand Secretary presented the credentials of Comp. Charles 
Marsh as representative of the Grand Chapter of the State of New 
York, and, on motion, Comp. Marsh was received and accredited in 
that capacity. 

Comp. Marsh then addressed the Grand Chapter on the subject of 
certain legislation had by the General Grand Chapter at its last Trien- 
nial Convocation, held in the city of Baltimore, in September, 1871. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until this afternoon at 
half past one o’clock. 


ftt tend topter. 


Afternoon Session, ) 

Wednesday , April 10 th, A . /. 2402. ) 

The Grand Chapter was called on at half past one o’clock, the 
Grand High Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 


Comp. Isaac Sutvene Titus, from the Committee on Charters, 
presented the following report : — 


To the if.*. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 


Your Committee on Charters, to whom was referred the record book of Solano 


Chapter, U. D., together with a petition for its perpetuation by charter, have care- 
fully examined the records of said Chapter and find them kept in strict accordance 
with the requirements of the Constitution. 

The petitioners having fully complied with the law and regulations, we respect- 
fully offer the following resolution, and recommend its adoption : — 

Resolved , That a charter be granted to Solano Chapter, atSuisnn, Solano County, 
and that it be numbered forty-three on the registry of this Grand Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Isaac S. Titus, 
Edward R. Hedges, 
Nathan W. Spaulding, 
William Roush, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in, and the resolution accompanying 
it was adopted. 


Comp. James Laid ley presented the following resolution : — 


Whereas, The record book and papers of Visalia Chapter have not been received 
by the Grand Secretary, and there is good reason to believe that some accident has 
delayed their receipt, therefore be it 
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Resolved, That the dispensation hitherto granted to said Chapter be continued 
until the next Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

Comp. Alfred Coolidge Waitt, from the special committee 
appointed to audit the accounts of delegates, presented the following 
report : — 

To the Ms. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the apportionment of the Representative 
Fund, have performed the duty assigned them, and recommend that the following 
amounts be allowed the delegates of the Chapters represented 


1 

I 

No. 1 

...$ 6 00 

* Oliver , 

No. 23,. . 

28 00 

Sonora , 

44 2 

... 31 00 

La Fayette, 

44 24,.. 

46 00 

Sacramento, 

“ 3, 

... 14 00 

Georgetown, 

44 25,.. 

29 00 

California , 

“ 5 

... 6 00 

Oakland , 

44 26,... 

7 00 

Nevada, 

44 6, 

... 30 00 

Bella, 

44 27,.. 

19 00 

Benicia, 

44 7, 

... 8 00 

Stockton, 

44 28,.. 

13 00 

Shasta, 

44 9, 

... 45 00 

Napa , 

44 30,.. 

10 50 

Suiter , 

44 11 

... 30 00 

Martinez , 

44 31,.. 

10 00 

Washington, 

44 13, 

... 22 00 

Los Angeles, 

* 44 33,.. 

38 00 

Howard , 

44 14, 

... 7 00 

Alturas, 

44 34,.. 


Cyrus , 

44 15 

... 80 00 

Naval, 

44 35,.. 

10 00 

Saint James, 

44 16 

... 29 00 

Alameda, 

44 36,.. 

7 00 

Grass Valley , 

44 18, 

... 30 00 

Santa Cruz, 

44 38,.. 


Trinity, 

44 19, 

... 58 00 

Bonner, 

44 39,.. 


Franklin, 

44 20, 

... 24 00 

Temple, 

44 41,.. 

18 00 

Sierra 

44 21, 

... 61 00 

Chico , 

44 4 2,.. 

24 00 

Petaluma, 

44 22, 

... 11 00 

Solano, 

TJ. D.,.. 

10 50 

And that the following amounts be allowed the Grand Officers m attendance 

Grand High Priest, 

. . . .$14 00 1 

Grand Chaplain, 

$7 00 

Grand Scribe, 45 00 

Grand Royal Arch Captain, 6 00 1 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Grand Lecturer, 

Alfred C. Waitt, 
Wiley J. Tinnin, 
John N. Besse, 
Daniel P. Bystle, 
Henry Peck, 

6 00 

Committee. 


On motion, the sum of $10 was ordered to be paid to the Grand 
Guard, for services rendered on the occasion of laying the corner-stone 
of the new' City Hall and Law Courts, on the twenty-second day of 
February last. 

The hour for the special order — the election of Grand Officers — 
having arrived, the Grand High Priest appointed Comps. Louis Cohn 
and Alvin Bacon Preston as tellers. 

Comp. William T. Reynolds moved that the Grand Lecturer be 
allowed a vote in the Grand Chapter by virtue of his office, which 
motion was lost. 
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The Grand Chapter then proceeded to ballot, with the following 
result : — 

The Ms. Es. Jacob Hart Nefp wan elected Grand High Priest ; 

“ R.\E.\ Joseph Isaacs was elected Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

“ 22.'. E.\ William Thomas Reynolds was eleoted Grand King ; 

" R.\ E.\ William Alex. January was elected Grand Scribe ; 

“ 22.*. E.\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler was reflected Grand Treasurer ; 

“ 22/. Es. Charles Louis Wiggin was reelected Grand Secretary ; 

“ E.\ Henry Hay Knapp was elected Grand Captain of the Host ; 

“ E.\ Nathan Weston Spaulding was elected Grand Royal Arch Captain. 

The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing committee, to report at the next Annual Convocation : — 

On Uniformity of Work : 

Comp. Charles Marsh, 

“ Alex. Gordon Abell, 

“ Thomas Hubbard Caswell. 

The newly elected Grand Officers were then duly installed in their 
respective stations by the M.\ E:. James Lawrence English, except 
the Grand High Priest, who was not present ; and, on motion of 
Comp. William Thomas Reynolds, the Grand Chapter was called off 
until Friday morning at ten o’clock. 


Jti (grand Chapter. 

Friday, May 12 th, A . L 2402. 

The Grand Chapter was called on at nine o’clock, A. M., the Grand 
High Priest Presiding. 

The minutes of the afternoon session of Wednesday were read and 
approved. 

On motion of Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, it was unanimously 

Ordered , That the retiring Grand High Priest, the M.\ E.\ James 
Lawrence English, be requested to sit for his portrait, and that the 
Grand Secretary be instructed to have it suitably framed and placed 
among the other portraits in the gallery of the Grand Chapter. 

The Grand Secretary read the following appointments for the ensu- 
ing year, viz : as 


Grand Chaplain Comp. Benjamin AKERLY,....of Oakland Chapter, No. 26 ; 

Grand Guard, “ Ira Colburn Root,.. . .of California “ No. 6. 
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The Grand High Priest elect and the Grand Guard were then duly 
installed in their respective stations by the retiring Grand High Prieet, 
the M.\ E.\ James Lawrence English. 

The Grand Chaplain not being present, it was ordered that he be 
installed in the subordinate Chapter of which he is a member. 

The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing standing committees for the ensuing year : — 


On Jurisprudence : 

Comp. Thomas Allen Brown, 

44 William Sewall Wells, 

“ Powell Samuel Lawson, 

44 George Tattle Grimes, 

44 Charles Fayette Lott. 


On Correspondence : 

Comp. Charles Loois Wiggin, 

44 James Dods, 

44 Adoniram Jndson Loomis, 

44 John Quincy Adams Stanley, 
44 James Martin Rodgers. 


The business of the Grand Chapter being all completed, the min- 
utes of the day were read and approved, and the Grand Chapter of 
California was closed in <dfonn. 

JACOB HART NEFF, 

Grand High Priest. 

Attest : 

Charles Louis Wiggin, 

Grand Secretary. 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 



OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
asBetM aM Amended at the Twenty-tost Triennial Convocation, Hell at Baltimore, Id., sent., 1871. 


ARTICLE I. 

OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

8bction 1 . There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, for 
the United States of America, which shall be holden triennially, at such time and 
place as Shall from time to time be designated for that purpose ; and at which time 
the General Grand Officers shall be elected by ballot and installed, except the 
General Grand Chaplain, who shall be appointed by the General Grand High Priest 
at the commencement of each Convocation of the General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter, at any regular meeting, may change the time for 
the next succeeding meeting; and if, in the opinion of General Grand High Priest, or, 
in case of his death or absence, of the senior General Grand Officer, there shall be 
danger to life or health, from sickness or other local cause, by any meeting being 
held at the time appointed, he may change the time of the particular meeting to 
some subsequent time; and, in the event of such change being made, he shall 
immediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, who shall forthwith notify 
the other officers and members, in snch manner as he may deem best calculated to 
effect the desired object. 

Sec. 2. The General Grand Chapter has and possesses no other powers than 
such as are indispensably necessary to the exercise of its general powers, and con* 
Bistent with the nature of the confederation between the State Grand Chapters. It 
can exercise no doubtful powers, nor any powers by implication merely ; and all 
Masonic powers not hereby granted to it are reserved to the Grand and Subordinate 
Chapters of the several States, or to Royal Arch Masons individually. 

It Bhall have and maintain jurisdiction over all Chapters established by itself in 
those States, Districts, Republics and Territories which recognize this jurisdiction, 
and where there is no Grand Chapter established. 

Tt shall have power to decide all questions of Masonic law, usage and enstom 
which may arise between any two or more Grand Chapters, or in any of the Subor- 
dinate Chapters under its own immediate jurisdiction, and all that may be referred to it 
for its decision by any Grand Chapter, by formal vote ; and its decisions so made shall 
be deemed and regarded as those of the supreme judicial tribunal of Royal Arch 
Masonry in the last resort. 
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It shall have no power of discipline, admonition, censure or instruction over the 
Grand Chapters ; nor any legislative powers whatever, not hereby specially granted ; 
nor any authority to suspend the proceedings of any State Grand Chapters ; nor 
shall entertain any complaint against a Grand Chapter, preferred by any Subordinate 
Chapter or individual Mason in that jurisdiction or elsewhere ; but it may, upon 
proper reference to it of any matter of controversy between any two or more Grand 
Chapters, and even where the question is not one of Masonic law, cnstom, or usage 
(both or all snch Grand Chapters consenting to such reference) act as final arbiter 
between them, and settle snch controversy. 

It shall judge of the. qualifications of its own members. It shall see that the an- 
cient work of the Order is preserved in the several degrees ; and establish uniform 
formulas for installation of its own officers and those of Grand and subordinate Chap, 
ters ; for the consecration and constitution of Chapters, and the opening of Grand 
Chapters. And it may suspend the proceedings of any Chapter under its own imme- 
diate jurisdiction, in any State, District or Territory where there is no Grand Chapter, 
for any willful violation of any of the provisions of this Constitution, or for gross 
□nmasonic proceedings or conduct. 

Sue. 3. The Officers of the General Grand Chapter shall consist of a General 
Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, General Grand King, General 
Grand Scribe, General Grand Treasurer, General Grand Secretary, General Grand 
Chaplain, General Grand Captain of the Host, and General Grand Royal Arch Captain. 
These, together with the first four officers, and all Past Grand High Priests of every 
State Grand Chapter under this jurisdiction, or the proxies of the first four General 
Grand Officers, and of the first four officers of each State Grand Chapter aforesaid, 
shall compose the General Grand Chapter : provided, that any Chapter under this 
jurisdiction, in any State, District or Territory where there i3 no Grand Chapter duly 
established, shall have a right to appear by its first three officers, or any one or two 
of them, which officers shall collectively have one vote. 

Sec. 4. On all questions to be decided by the General Grand Chapter, each State 
Grand Chapter shall be entitled to four votes by its representative or representatives. 
If there be but two representatives, the inferior officer or his proxy shall give bat 
his own single vote, and the higher or his proxy shall give the other three. If there 
be three representatatives, the highest officer or his proxy shall give two votes, and 
the others or their proxies one each. 

The General Grand Officers, when present, shall each have one vote ; and no 
General Grand Officer shall be allowed to take a seat in the General Grand Chapter, 
as the representative of any State Grand Chapter; nor shall any member of the 
General Grand Chapter be permitted to vote as proxy, while the person giving the 
proxy is present.; nor shall any person be admitted into the General Grand Chapter 
as the representative of more than one State Grand Chapter, at one and the same 
time. 

Sec. 5. The General Grand High Priest and Deputy General Grand High Priest 
shall have authority to call a special meeting of the General Grand Chapter, when- 
ever they may consider it expedient or necessary ; and it shall be their duty bo to do 
when properly requested by a majority of the State Grand Chapters, of which four 
months notice shall be given of the time and place of meeting. 

Sec. 6. The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand King aud General Grand Scribe shall severally have power and author- 
ity to grant Dispensations, for a limited length of time, for new Royal Arch Chapters 
and Lodges of the appendant Orders, in any State, Country, Republic or Territory in 
which there is not a Grand Chapter regularly established, when in their opinion the 
good of the Craft may require the same ; whioh term of time shall in no case extend 
beyond the close of the next triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter. But 
no new Chapter shall be established in any State, Country, Republic or Territory 
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where there is a Chapter, within a reasonable distance, under the jurisdiction of this 
General Grand Chapter, without the approbation of the Chapter nearest to the place 
where said new Chapter is proposed to be located. And in all cases of such dispen- 
sation, the officer who may grant the same shall immediately notify the General 
Grand Secretary thereof, and make report of the same at the next triennial meeting 
of this General Grand Chapter, when the General Grand Chapter may grant the said 
Chapter a charter. 

Sec. 7. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter, with subordinate 
degrees, shall be ninety dollars, and no more ; and no credit shall be given for dis- 
pensations or charters, or for conferring the degrees, in any Chapter or Lodge under 
this jurisdiction. And every Chapter, holden by dispensation or charter under this 
jurisdiction, shall pay iuto the treasury of the General Grand Chapter the sum of two 
dollars for each companion therein exalted, until such time as a Grand Chapter shall 
be regularly established in the State, Country, Republic, or Territory in which such 
subordinate Chapter is located. The Secretary shall be paid, by the petitioners, ten 
dollars for his services in famishing the charter. 

The fees in the several States for conferring the several degrees of Mark Master, 
Past Master. Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason, shall not be less than 
twenty dollars. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the General Grand High Priest, Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, to improve and 
perfect themselves in the sublime arts, and work of Mark Masters, Past Masters, Most 
Excellent Masters, and Royal Arch Masons ; to make themselves Masters of the several 
Masonic Lectures and Ancient Charges ; to consult with each other, and with the 
Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes of the several State Grand 
Chapters aforesaid, for the purpose of adopting measures suitable and proper for 
diffusing a knowledge of the said Lectures and Charges. And the better to accom- 
plish this laudable object, the aforesaid officers are hereby severally authorized and 
empowered to visit and preside in any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of 
Most Excellent Master, Mark, and Past Master Masons throughout the said States, 
and to give such instructions and directions as the good of the Fraternity may 
require— always adhering to the ancient landmarks of the Order. 

Sbc. 9. The only degrees recognized by this General Grand Chapter, to be con* 
ferred in Chapters under its jurisdiction, are Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excel- 
lent Master, and Royal Arch Mason. And no Royal Arch Mason who shall have 
regularly received said degrees, shall be excluded from the rights of such by reason 
of his not being in possession of any other so-called degrees. 

Sec. 10. In all cases of the absence of an officer from any body of Masons, insti- 
tuted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, the officer next in rank shall occupy 
his place, unless, through courtesy or other reasons, he should decline in favor of a 
Past High Priest. 

Sec. 11. In every Chapter and Lodge under the immediate jurisdiction of this 
General Grand Chapter, all questions (except the admission of members orcandi* 
dates, which shall require a unanimous ballot,) shall be considered and determined 
in such way and manner as such Chapters and Lodges may, all circumstances con 
sidered, find most conducive to their harmony and permanent prosperity : provided, 
they do not in any case interfere with or infringe on the re gulations of the General 
Grand Chapter. 

Sbc. 12. The General Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter shall have 
and keep a seal, which shall be affixed to all his communications. 

Sbc. 13. Should any casualty at any time hereafter prevent the triennial election 
of officers, the several officers shall retain their respective offices until their succes- 
sors are duly elected and qualified. 
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Sec. 14. An appeal shall in all cases lie to the General Grand Chapter from the 
decision of the Mr, E.\ General Grand High Priest ; bnt his opinion and decisions 
shall stand as the judgment of the General Grand Chapter, unless it is otherwise 
determined by the concurrent vote of two-thirds of all the members present. 

ARTICLE II. 

OP STATE GRAND CHAPTERS. 

Section 1. The State Grand Chapters shall severally consist of a Grand High 
Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, Grand Captain of the Host ; and likewise of the 
High Priests, Kings, and Scribes for the time being, of the several Chapters over 
which they shall respectively preside, and of the Past Grand and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings, and Scribes of the said Grand Chapters. And the said Grand 
Chapters shall have full power and authority to elect such other officers and to estab- 
lish such rules and regulations as they shall, from time to time, consider necessary 
and proper : prodded, such regulations do not in any way interfere with the provis- 
ions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally be holden once in every year, 
and oftener if they may consider it expedient or necessary, at such time and place 
as they shall respectively direct. And at their annual meetings, the constitutional 
officers shall be elected or appointed in such manner as shall be provided for by 
their rules and regulations, and installed into their respective offices. And the Grand 
or Deputy Grand High Priests, respectively, for the time being, may call special 
meetings to be holden at such times and places as they may think proper. 

Sec. 3. The several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole government and 
superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of Most Excellent, 
Past, and Mark Master Masons within their respective jurisdictions ; to assign their 
limits and to settle the controversies that may happen between them ; and shall have 
power, under their respective seals and the signs manual of their respective Grand or 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes, attested by their respective Grand 
Secretaries, to constitute new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons within their respective 
jurisdictions ; but their jurisdictions shall in no case be construed to extend beyond 
the limits of the State, except by consent of the General Grand Chapter. 

Sac. 4. The Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, severally, shall have the 
power and authQrity, whenever they shall deem it expedient, during the recess of 
the Grand Chapter of which they are officers, to grant letters of dispensation under 
their respective hands and private seals, to a competent number of petitioners 
possessing the qualifications required by the seventh Section of the second Article 
of this Constitution, empowering them to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, for 
a certain specified term of time : provided, that the said term of time shall not 
extend beyond the next meeting of the Grand Chapter of the State in which such 
dispensation shall be granted : and , provided , further , that the same fees as are 
required by this Constitution for charters, shall be first deposited in the hands of the 
Grand Secretary. And in all cases of such dispensation the officer who may grant 
the same shall make report thereof at the next stated meeting of the Grand Chapter 
of his jurisdiction, when the said Grand Chapter may either continue or recall the said 
dispensation, or may grant the petitioners a charter of Constitution. And in case 
such charter shall be granted, the fees first deposited shall be credited in payment 
of the same ; but if a charter should not be granted nor the dispensation continued, 
the said fees shall be refunded to the petitioners, excepting only such part thereof 
as shall have been actually expended by means of their application. 

Seo. 5. No dispensation or charter shall be granted for instituting Lodges of 
Most Excellent, Past, or Mark Masters, independent of a Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons. 
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Sec. 6. The Grand Chapters shall have power, severally, to require from the 
several Chapters nnder their respective jurisdictions, such reasonable proportion of 
sums received by them for the exaltation or advancement of candidates, and snch 
certain annual sums from their respective members as by their ordinances or regula- 
tions shall be appointed ; all which said sums or dues shall be mode good and paid 
annually by the said Chapters, respectively, over to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Chapter under which they hold their authority, on or before the first day of the 
respective annual meetings of the several Grand Chapters. 

Sec. 7. No dispensation or charter for the institution of a new Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition of nine regular Royal Arch 
Masons; which petition shall be accompanied with a certificate from the Chapter 
nearest to the place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching for 
the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petitioners and recommending that 
a dispensation or charter be granted them. 

Sso. 8. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand Chapters shall, severally, make 
.an annual Communication to each other, and also to the Secretary of the General 
Grand Chapter, containing a list of Grand Officers, and all snch other matters as may 
be deemed necessary for the mutual benefit and information of the said Grand Chap- 
ters. And the said Grand Secretaries shall also regularly transmit to the Secretary 
of the General Grand Chapter a copy of all their by-laws and regulations, and also 
a copy of their proceedings annually, to each of the officers of the General Grand 
Chapter; and the State Grand Chapters shall see that their Secretaries faithfully and 
punctually perform this daty. 

Sec. 9. Whenever there shall have been, three Chapters regularly instituted and 
consecrated in any State, Country, Republic, or Territory, by virtue of authority 
derived from this Constitution, a Grand Chapter shall be established, so soon as con- 
venience and propriety may dictate : provided, that the approbation of one of the first 
four officers of the General Grand Chapter be first obtained. And said Grand Chap- 
ters, by their regular officers, shall assemble in some suitable place, elect their 
officers, and make such rules and regulations for their government as may be neces- 
sary, not inconsistent with the regulations of the Gener.il Grand Ghapter. 

Sec. 10. No person shall be permitted to take a seat in any State Grand Chapter 
as the representative of more than one Chapter, nor unless he is a member of a sub- 
ordinate Chapter under that jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE III. 

OF THE SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS. 

Section l. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons throughout this jurisdiction 
shall have a dispensation, as is provided in Section 6, of Article I, or Section 4, of 
Article If, of this Constitution, ora charter from the General Grand Chapter, or from 
some Grand Chapter under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter ; and no 
Chapter shall be deemed legal w.thout such dispensation or charter ; and Masonic 
communication, both public and private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden 
between any Chapter or any member of it, and any Chapter or assembly that may 
be so illegally formed, opened, or holden, without such charter, or any or either of 
their members, or any person exalted or advanced in snch illegal Chapter. But 
nothing in this section shall be construed to affect any Chapter which was estab- 
lished before the adoption of the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, at Hartford, on the 
27th day of January, A. D. 1798. 

Sec. 2. Whenever a charter is issued for instituting a Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, with a power In said charter to open and hold Lodges of Most Excellent, 
Past, and Mark Master Masons, the High Priest, King, and Scribe, for the time being, 
of such Chapter, shall be the Master and Wardens in said Lodges, according to 
seniority. 

7 
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Sbc. 3. It is incumbent on the High Priest of every Chapter, as appertaining to 
his office, duty, and dignity, to see that the By-Laws of his Chapter, as well as the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, and the Regulations of life Grand Chap- 
ter be duly observed ; that all his subordinate officers perform the duties of their 
respective stations faithfully, and are examples of diligence and industry to their 
companions ; that true and exact records be kept of all the proceedings of the 
Chapter by the Secretary ; that the Treasurer keep and render exact and jost 
accounts of all moneys belonging to the Chapter ; that regular returns be made by 
the Secretary annually to the Grand Chapter, of the admission of all candidates or 
members ; and that the annual dues to the Grand Chapter be regularly and punctu- 
ally paid. The charter of his Chapter is committed to his special care and charge. 
He has the right and authority of calling his Chapter at pleasure upon any emer- 
gency or occurrence which, in his judgment, may require their meeting, and he is to 
fill the chair when present. It is likewise his duty, together with his King and 
Scribe, to attend the regular and special meetings of the Grand Chapter, either in 
person or by proxy. 

Sbc. 4. No person, having been a member of a Chapter, shall be admitted a 
member of any other Chapter under this jurisdiction, until he shall have produced a 
certificate from the Chapter to which he last belonged that he was in regular stand- 
ing, and as such, at his own request, is dismissed and recommended. 

Sbc. 6 .- That any worthy companion from without the jurisdiction of the United 
States who may present himself as a Royal Arch Mason, and produce satisfactory 
evidence of his having received that degree, that each and every Chapter under the 
jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter have liberty and they are hereby author- 
ized to confer the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, and most Excellent Master 
on such companions (who have not heretofore received them,) to the end that they 
may be healed, and thereby become regular Royal Arch Masons, free of charge. 

Sec. 6. That the subordinate Chapter so conferring said degrees shaH be exempt 
from paying any dues therefor. 

Sec. 7. It shall not be deemed regular for any Chapter to confer the degrees of 
the Chapter upon any person whose fixed place of abode is within any other State in 
which there is a Chapter regularly established, except by the consent of the Chapter 
nearest the place of residence of said applicant. 

miscellaneous. 

Section 1. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the General Grand Officers, or 
the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, respectively, to attend in person, to con- 
stitute a new Chapter and install the officers, they shall, severally, have power and 
authority to appoint some worthy High Priest, or Past High Priest, or the High 
Priest of the same Chapter while it was under dispensation, when he himself shall 
have been installed, to perform the necessary ceremonies. . 

Sbc. 2. The officers of every Chapter under this jurisdiction, whether chartered 
or under dispensation, before they enter upon the exercise of their respective 
offices, and also the members of all such Chapters, and every candidate upon his 
admission into the same, shall take the following obligation, viz : “ I, A. B., do prom- 
ise and swear, that I will support and maintain the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the United States of America.” 

Sbc. 3. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, unless such alteration 
or amendment be proposed in writing at one regular meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter, published among the minutes of the proce dings, and at the next regular 
meeting receive the approval of two-thirds of the members then present. 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Amend Section 3, of Article I, by inserting in the sixth line (as published 1871) 
after the word “ with,” the words, “ all Past General Grand High Priests, Past 
Deputy General Grand High Priests, Past General Grand Kings, and Past General 
Grand Scribes,” and also in the eleventh line, after the words “ General Grand 
Chapter,” the following : “ Provided, That no member shall be entitled to more than 
one vote in his own right,” so that Section 3 of Article 1 will read, when so amended, 
commencing with the word “ these” in the sixth line, “ These, together with all Paet 
General Grand High Priests, Past Deputy General Grand High Priests, Past General 
Grand Kings, Past General Grand Scribes, the first fonr officers, and all Past Grand 
High Priests of every State Grand Chapter under this jurisdiction, or the proxies of 
the first four General Grand Officers, and of the first four officers of each State Grand 
Chapter aforesaid, shall compose the General Grand Chapter; provided, that no 
member shall be entitled to more than one vote in his own right, and Provided, fur- 
ther, That any Chapter under this jurisdiction, in any State, District, or Territory 
where there is no Grand Chapter duly established, shall have a right to appear by its 
first three officers, or any one or two of them, which officers shall collectively have 
one vote.” 
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OF THE 

M.\ E. . GRAND CHAPTER 


OP 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

Ac amended October, A • I. 2398. 


Of the Organization of the Grand Chapter. 

ARTICLE I. 

OP ITS TITLE AMD SEAL. 

Section 1 . This Grand Chapter shall be entitled 41 The Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter op Royal Arch Masons op the State of California,” and shall have a 
Seal, bearing suitable devices and inscriptions, which shall be affixed to all instru- 
ments issued by or under its authority. 

ARTICLE n. 

OF its members and their qualifications. 

Section I. This Grand Chapter shall be comprised of a Grand High Priest, a 
Deputy Grand High Priest, a Grand King, a Grand Scribe, a Grand Treasurer, a 
Grand Secretary, a Grand Chaplain, a Grand Captain of the Host, a Grand Royal 
Arch Captain, a Grand Guard, and such other officers as it may hereafter designate ; 
together with all Past Grand High Priests, Past Deputy Grand High Priests, Past 
Grand Kings, Past Grand Scribes, and Past High Priests, by service in this jurisdic- 
tion, and the High Priests,* Kings, and Scribes of the several chartered and duly con- 
stituted Chapters, or<their regularly appointed proxies. 

Sec. 2. Each officer and member of the Grand Chapter must be a member of 
some Chapter within its jurisdiction, and with the cessation of such membership 
shall cease his office and membership in the Grand Chapter. 

ARTICLE HI. 

OF ITS POWERS AND AUTHORITY. 

Section 1 . This Grand Chapter has the sole government and superintendence of 
all Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodges of the intermediate Degrees, in the 
8tate of California ; with authority to settle controversies that may arise between 
them ; to assign their limits ; to prescribe laws and regulations for their government ; 
and to review, confirm, or annul their decisions. 
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Sec. 2. It may grant dispensations and charters for holding regular Chapters of 
Royal Arch Masons, and may revoke, suspend, or annul the sarnie for good cause. 

Ssc. 3. It may assess and collect, from the several Chapters under its jurisdiction, 
such sums of money, annually, as may be found necessary for its maintenance and 
support. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OP ITS CONVOCATIONS. 

Section 1. The Grand Chapter shall hold its Annual Convocations for the tran- 
saction of its regular business, in the city of San Francisco, on the second Tuesday of 
April in each year, commencing at 10 o’clock, a. m. 

Sec. 2. The Grand High Priest may call special convocations of the Grand Chap- 
ter whenever in his opinion the welfare of the Order shall require it. 

Sec. 3. Special convocations shall be ordered by the Grand High Priest upon an 
application therefor in writing, setting forth the causes which demand it, and signed 
by the High Priests of at least five chartered Chapters. 

Sec. 4. Every order for a special convocation shall designate the object thereof, 
so far as is proper to be written, and shall be issued to each Chapter and Grand 
Officer at least thirty days before the day named for meeting ; and no business shall 
be transacted thereat other than that for which the Grand Chapter was convened. 

Sec. 6 . There must be at least nine chartered Chapters represented in order to 
transact any business in the Grand Chapter, either at an annual or a special convoca- 
tion. 

. ARTICLE V. 

OP ITS elections. 

Section 1. The officers of the Grand Chapter (except the Grand Chaplain and 
Grand Guard), shall be chosen by ballot at each annual convocation; shall bo 
installed before the close thereof ; and shall hold their respective offices until their 
successors are elected and installed. A majority of all the votes cast shall be neces- 
sary for a choice. The Grand Chaplain shall be appointed by the Grand High Priest. 

Sec. 2. The Grand Guard shall be appointed by the Grand High Priest, immedi- 
ately after his installation, at each annual convocation ; shall be properly invested 
before the close thereof ; and shall hold his office during the will and pleasure of the 
Grand High Priest. 

Sec. 3. Any vacancy in office occurring when the Grand Chapter is not in ses ■ 
sion may be filled by the Grand High Priest, and the officer so appointed shall pos- 
sess all the powers and be charged with all the duties of one regularly elected. 

ARTICLE VI. 

OP ITS VOTING AND REPRESENTATION. 

Section 1. All questions in the Grand Chapter (except elections of officers) shall 
be decided viva voce, or by a show of hands, unless, before the announcement of 
the result thereof, three members demand that the vote be taken by yeas and 
nays, in which case it shall thus be taken. In all cases of a tie vote, except votes 
by ballot, the Grand High Priest, in addition to his proper vote, may have the casting 
vote. 

Sec. 2. Each Grand Officer present (except the Grand Guard), and each Past 
Grand High Priest, Past Deputy Grand High Priest, Past Grand King, andPastGrand 
Scribe present, shall be entitled to one vote. 

Sec. 3. Each Chapter represented shall be entitled to three votes ; and the Past 
High Priests of each Chapter shall, collectively, be entitled to one vote. 

8eo. 4. No Grand Officer, Past Grand Officer, or Past High Priest, voting, or par- 
ticipating in a vote, in either of those capacities, shall vote or participate in a vote in 
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any other of them ; bat either of each members may, as High Priest, King Scribe, 
or as the proxy of either or all of them, cast also the vote or votes to which such 
position shall entitle him. 

ARTICLE VII. 

OF ITS COMMITTEES. 

Section 1 . The following regular committees, to consist of not less than three 
nor more than five members each, shall be appointed by the Grand High Priest at 
each annual convocation, viz : On Credentials, on Grievances, on Finances, on New 
Chapters, on Returns, on By-Laws, on Jurisprudence, and on Correspondence. The 
two last named shall be standing committees, and shall serve during the year. 

Ssc. 2. Special committees may also be appointed by the Grand High Priest 
whenever deemed necessary by the Grand Chapter. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

* OF ITS REVKNUE8. 

8ection 1. The revenue of the Grand Chapter shall be derived from fees charged 
for dispensations, charters, diplomas, and other instruments issued under its au- 
thority, and from contributions levied upon the Chapters, which shall always be equal 
and uniform, in proportion to their membership, and degrees conferred, as follows : 

1st. For a dispensation to open a new Chapter, ninety dollars, of which fifteen 
dollars shall be the fee of the Grand Secretary ; 

2d. For a charter to perpetuate a Chapter, sixty dollars, of which ten dollars 
chall be the fee of the Grand Secretary ; 

3d. For a dispensation to hold an election for an officer or officers at a lime other 
than that named in this Constitution, five dollars ; 

4th. For a dispensation to ballot for a candidate for the degrees, without refer- 
ence to a committee, five dollars; 

6th. For a diploma, five dollars, of which three dollars shall be the fee of the 
Grand Secretary ; 

And in no case shall any of the foregoing documents be issued until the fees there- 
for shall have been paid to the Grand Secretary. 

8ec. 2. The following contributions shall be paid as annual dues, by each of the 
Chapters, whether chartered or under dispensation : 

1st. For each Mark Master’s, Past Master’s, Meat Excellent Master’s, and Royal 
Arch degree, conferred daring the year, the sum of one dollar. 

2d. For each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll, at the date of its annual 
return, the sum of one dollar ; and the Grand Chapter may levy, in addition to the 
above, such other contributions as, in its judgment, may be required. 

Of the Grand Officers. 

ARTICLE IX. 

* OF THE pKAVD HIGH PRIEST. 

Section 1. The Grand High Priest shall, at each annual convocation, present a 
written report of all his official acts daring the year, and of the condition of Royal 
Arch Masonry within his jurisdiction, together with such recommendations as he 
shall deem conducive to the prosperity and advancement of the Order. From his 
decisions there shall be no appeal. 

Skc. 2. He shall carefully superv ise the subordinate Chapters, and see that the 
Constitution and Regulations of the General Grand Chapter, as well as those of this 
Grand Chapter, are faithfully observed. 

Sec. 3. He shall have power, when the Grand Chapter is not in session — 

1st. To issue dispensations for the formation of new Chapters ; 
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2d. To issue dispensations for the election of an officer or officers of a Chapter at 
a time other than that named in this Constitution ; 

3d. To issue dispensations to ballot for a candidate for the degrees without refer- 
ence to a committee ; 

4th. To convene any Chapter within bis jurisdiction, preside therein, inspect its 
proceedings, and give such orders and instructions as he may deem necessary ; 

5th. To arrest the charter or dispensation of any Chapter, for good reasons 
shown, and, for proper cause, to suspend any High Priest from the functions of his 
office until the ensuing annual convocation. s 

Skc. 4. He shall constitute, either in person or by proxy, all newly chartered 
Chapters, and install their officers. 

ARTICLE X. 

OP THE DEPUTY GRAND HIGH PRIEST. 

Section 1. The Deputy Grand High Priest shall have power, during the recess 
of the Grand Chapter, to grant dispensations for the formation of new Chapters. 

Sec. 2. In the event of the death of the Grand High Priest, or of his absence 
from the State, or of his inability, from any cause, to perform the functions of his 
office, the Deputy Grand High Priest shall succeed to and be charged with all his 
powers and duties. 

ARTICLE XI. 

OP THE GRAND KING AND GRAND SCRIBE. 

Section 1. The Grand King and Grand Scribe, in the event of the death, absence 
from the State, or inability, as before, of both their superiors, shall, in the order of 
their rank, succeed to and be charged with all the powers and duties of the Grand 
High Priest. 

8ec. 2. In case all the four principal Grand Officers shall be absent from any 
convocation, the Past Grand Officers of like rank shall, in the order of their rank and 
seniority, be empowered to preside ; and in the event of the absence of all the 
Grand and Past Grand Officers, the High Priest of the oldest Chapter represented 
shall take charge. 

ARTICLE XII. 

OP THE GRAND TREASURER. 

Section 1. The Grand Treasurer shall receive all moneys belonging to the Grand 
Chapter from the Grand Secretary, ani shall pay the same out under such regulations 
as may by it be provided. He shall keep a just account thereof in proper books, 
and at each annual convocation shall present a detailed statement of his receipts and 
disbursements, together with proper vouchers for the latter, and a full statement of 
the existing condition of the finances. 

Sec. 2. He shall execute and file with the Grand High Priest, within fifteen days 
after his installation, a bond, in such penal sum, and with such sureties, as shall be 
approved by that officer, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge his duties, and 
at the end of his term of office, pay over and transfer to his successor all funds or 
property of the Grand Chapter which shall have come into his keeping. 

ARTICLE XIIL 

OP THE GRAND SECRETARY. 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary to record all the transac- 
tions of the Grand Chapter which it is proper to have written, and to superintend the 
publication thereof immediately after the close of each annual convocation. He 
shall receive, duly file, and safely keep all papers and documents addressed or 
belonging to the Grand Chapter, and present such as may require its action, at each 
convocation. He shall keep the seal of the Grand Chapter, and affix the same with 
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his attestation to all docnments emanating from that body. He shall collect the 
revenue of the Grand Chapter, pay it over to the Grand Treasurer, and present a 
detailed report of his receipts and of all business appertaining to his office, at each 
annual convocation. He shall report at each annual convocation all Chapters which 
are in arrears to the Grand Chapter, or which shall have neglected or refused to 
comply with any provision of its Constitution or Regulations. He shall conduct the 
correspondence of the Grand Chapter, and submit copies thereof at each annual con- 
vocation. He shall take charge of the jewels, furniture, clothing, and paraphernelia 
of the Grand Chapter during its vacations. He shall report at each annual convoca- 
tion all unfinished business, and shall perform such other duties as may be assigned 
him by the Grand Chapter or Grand High Priest. 

Sec. 2. He shall receive such compensation for his services as the Grand Chapter 
may direct, and shall execute and file with the Grand High Priest, within fifteen days 
after his installation, a bond, in snch penal sum, and with such sureties, as shall be 
approved by that officer, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge the duties of 
his office, as prescribed in this Constitution. 

Relative to Subordinate Chapters. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

OP THEIR FORMATION. 

Ssction 1. Upon the petition of nine or more Royal Arch Masons in good stand- 
ing, the Grand Chapter, Grand High Priest, or Deputy Grand High Priest, may issue 
a Letter of Dispensat ; on authorizing them to form and open a Ch .pter of Royal Arch 
Masons and Lodges of the intermediate Degrees, with power to confer the several 
degrees thereof nd receive members by affiliation. But no such dispensation shall 
issue, unless the petition be accompanied by a recommendation from the chartered 
Chapter nearest the location of the proposed new one, which shall certify to the 
good standing of each of the petitioners, and that a suitable place of meeting has 
been provided ; and by a certificate from the Grand Lecturer (if there be one), or 
from a High Priest whom the Grand High Priest is satisfied is well skilled in the 
Royal Art, declaring that the High Priest proposed in such petition is qualified to 
properly confer all the Chapter degrees and deliver the lectures thereunto appertain- 
ing; nor unless the petition shall also be accompanied by a certificate of withdrawal 
of each petitioner from the Chapter of which be was last a member. Such dispensa- 
tion shall terminate* on the first day of the month in wbjch the next succeeding 
annual convocation shall be holden, and then shall be returned to the Grand Secre- 
tary, together with the book of records, by-laws, and returns to that date, when, if 
the transactions of the new Chapter shall appear satisfactory to the Grand Chapter, 
it may, upon petition therefor, receive a charter. 

Sec. 2. A Chapter shall consist of a High Priest, a King, a Scribe, a Captain of 
the Host, a Principal Sojourner, a Royal Arch Captain, three Masters of the Vails, a 
Treasurer, a So :r$tary, a Guard, and such other officers as its by-laws may provide, 
together with as many members as it may find convenient. 

ARTICLE XV. 

OF THEIR DUTIES. 

Section 1. Each Chapter shall have a stated meeting at least once in every 
month for the transaction of its regular business. Special meetings may be ordered 
by the Chapter, or by the High Priest, but no business shall be done thereat, except 
collections or appropriations for charity, or conferring of egrees. All business, 
except the conferring of degrees, shall be done in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

Ssc. 2. Eich chartered and duly constituted Chapter shall be represented in the 
Grand Chapter at every convocation by one or more of its proper officers, or by his 
or their proxies ; but such proxy or proxies shall be members of such Chapter. 
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Sec. 3. Each chartered Chapter shall transmit to the Grand Secretary a full and 
correct return of its transactions for the twelve months next preceding the first day 
of February in each vear, within fifteen days thereafter, in the form hereinafter pro* 
vided, and shall accompany such return with payment of its dues to the Grand 
Chapter. 

Sec. 4. Each Chapter shall transmit to the Grand Secretary a copy of its by-lawB, 
as soon as adopted, but no soch bv-laws, nor any subsequent amendment thereunto, 
shall be deemed valid until approved by the Grand Chapter, though they may be 
acted under until the next annual convocation, if approved by the Grand High Priest, 

Sec. 5. Each chartered Chapter shall, within three months from the date of its 
charter, provide a suitable seal, bearing such devices as may be deemed proper, and 
having inscribed thereon the name and number of the Chapter, the date of its charter, 
and the place of its location, and all documents and papers emanating from such 
Chapter, or from its High Priest, or Secretary, in his official capacity, shall bear the 
impress of such seal, or be considered null and of no effect. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

OF THEIR ELECTIONS. 

Section 1. The officers of each Chapter (except the Guard, who shall be ap- 
pointed by the High Priest) shall be chosen by ballot, at the stated meeting next 
preceding the Anniversary of St. John the Evangelist ; shall be installed as soon 
thereafter as practicable, and shall hold their respective offices until their succes- 
sors shall have been duly elected and installed. A majority of all the votes cast 
shall be necessary for a choice. 

Sec. 2. In case any Chapter shall fail to hold such election at the time above 
specified, upon good cause being shown therefor, the Grand High Priest may issue a 
dispensation to hold such election at another time ; and in case a vacancy sljall at 
any time occnr in either of the offices of High Priest, King, or Scribe in any Chapter, 
upon proper representation of the necessity therefor, the Grand High Priest may 
issue a dispensation to hold such election at another time ; and in case a vacancy 
shall at any time occur in either of the offices of High Priest, King, or Scribe, in any 
Chapter, upon proper representation of the necessity therefor, the Grand High Priest 
may issue a dispensation to fill such vacancy. But, in either of these cases, such dis- 
pensation shall be issued only upon thfe application of the Chapter, Betting forth the 
reasons therefor, to be approved by two-thirds of the members present at a stated 
meeting, and to be properly certified by the Secretary ; and of the special election 
which may thus be ordered the members shall have due notice. 

Sec. 3. Every member in good standing, and whose dues are paid, shall be 
entitled to vote at all elections ; and every yoter shall be eligible to any office in the 
Chapter. 

ARTICLE XVn. 

OF PROHIBITIONS. 

Section 1 . No Chapter in this State shall receive an application'.for the degrees 
unless the applicant shall have resided within its jurisdiction during six months next 
preceding the date of his application, except by permission of the Chapter nearest 
bis place of residence ; nor shall the application of a rejected candidate for the de- 
grees be presented to any Chapter within six months after such rejection, without 
the unanimous consent of the Chapter in which he was rejected. All such applica- 
tions, as well as those for affiliation, shall be in writing, signed by the applicant, 
and recommended by at least two members of the Chapter, 

Sec. 2. No Chapter shall ballot upon snch application (except by dispensation 
from the Grand High Priest), until it shall have been referred to a committee, whose 
duty it shall be to make strict examination into the qualifications of the applicant, 
and to report thereon at the next stated meeting, unless further time be granted. 
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No application shall be withdraw^ after reference to a committee, and it shall re- 
quire a unanimous ballot to elect. But if one black ball only appear in the ballot- 
box, the High Priest, without declaring the result, may order a second ballot, for the 
purpose of correcting a possible mistake, when, if a black ball again be cast, the 
applicant shall be declared rejected. 

Sec. 3. No dispensation shall be issued to a Chapter to ballot for a candidate for 
the degrees without the reference of his petition to a committee, as before, unless 
application therefor bo made by a majority of the Council thereof, and of the issue 
of each dispensation and its purpose the members of the Chapter shall have due 
notice. 

Sec. 4. No Chapter shall receive a petition for . the degrees, or for membership, 
unless the applicant therefor is a Master Mason, in good standing ; nor shall an ap- 
plication for affiliation be received unless it be accompanied by a certificate of dis- 
missal from the Chapter of which the applicant was last a member, or a satisfactory 
explanation, in writing, of the inability to furnish such certificate. 

Sec. 5. No Chapter shall confer the degrees for a less sum than fifty dollars, and 
in every case the fee for each, or all of the degrees, as may be regulated by the 
Chapter, shall accompany the application. 

Sec. 6. No Chapter shall expel a member for the non-payment of his dues, but 
any member who shall be six months in arrears therefoi r , shall be immediately noti- 
fied thereof by the Secretary, and if the said dues shall not be paid at or before the 
next Btated meeting, or some sufficient reason be presented for such non payment, 
he shall be suspended from all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry. 
Any member thus suspended, who shall at any time thereafter pay the arrearages 
due at the time of his suspension, together with such further dues as would, had hfe 
retained his membership, have accrued against him, to the date of such payment, 
shall by that act be restored. 

Sec. 7. No Chapters shall receive lectures from any person who is not duly author- 
ized by the Grand Chapter, or Grand High Priest. 

Sec. 8. No Chapter which shall have failed to make its annual returns shall be 
entitled to representation at the next annual convocation of the Grand Chapter. 

8ec. 9. No person shall be admitted, either as a member or a visitor in any Chap- 
ter, unless he shall have regularly received the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fel- 
low Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and the 
Royal Arch, in just and legally constituted bodies of such. 

Sec. 10. No Chapter, until chartered and duly constituted, shall be entitled to 
representation in this Grand Chapter ; but a Chapter under dispensation may send 
delegates thereto, who may be admitted to seats and- be permitted to speak, but 
shall have no vote. 

Sec. 11. No Chapter of Royal Arch Masons within this jurisdiction shall be con- 
sidered legal without a dispensation or charter from this Grand Chapter, and no 
Masonic communication shall be held with any such Chapter, or with any person who 
is a member thereof, or has received the degrees therein. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

OP THE DISSOLUTION OP CHAFTEBS. 

Section 1 . The charter of a Chapter may be surrendered if notice shall be given 
at a stated meeting that a resolution to that effect will be presented at the next sue* 
ceeding one ; and if, at such succeeding meeting, there shall not be nine members 
present who oppose such resolution, it may be surrendered if it shall be so ordered 
by a majority of those assembled, but no such act of surrender shall be considered 
final until it shall have been approved and accepted by the Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 2. The charter of a Chapter may be forfeited— 

1st. By disobedience to any provision of the Constitution or Regulations of this 
Grand Chapter or the General Grand Chapter 
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2d. By disregard to tbe lawful authority of the Grand High Priest; 

3d. By violation or neglect of the ancient and recognized usages of the Craft ; 

4th. By failure to meet during a period of six successive months ; or 

5th. By the reduction of its members to a less number than nine. 

Ssc. 3. In case of the dissolution of a Chapter the Grand Secretary, or some 
companion by him duly authorized, shall at once proceed to receive its funds on 
hand, collect its outstanding dues, and dispose of its jewels, furniture, and property 
of every kind, in such manner as shall seem to him most judicious : and he shall place 
the proceeds thereof, after the payment of necessary expenses, among the funds of 
the Grand Chapter. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

OF THE OFFICERS OF CHAPTERS. 

Section 1. Each High Priest has it in special charge to see that the By Laws of 
his Chapter, and the Constitution and Regulations of the Grand Chapter, as well as 
those of the General Grand Chapter, are duly observed ; that accurate records are 
kept, and just accounts and proper reports rendered by his officers ; and that regu- 
lar returns are annually made to the Grand Chapter at the time prescribed therefor, 
with prompt payment of the annual dues. From his decisions there shall be no 
appeal to the Chapter, but any five members thereof may complain of his decisions 
or conduct to the Grand Chapter or Grand High Priest. In all cases of a tie vote, 
except votes by ballot, the High Priest, in addition to his proper vote, may have the 
casting vote. 

Sec. 2. The King and Scribe shall perform the duties severally assigned them by 
the traditional usages of the Order ; and, in the absence of tbe High Priest, shall, in 
the order of their rank, succead to and be charged with all his powerB and duties. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall receive from the Secretary all moneys belonging to 
the Chapter, and shall pay the same out under such regulations, and account therefor, 
at such times and in such manner as may by it be prescribed. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all the transactions of the 
Chapter, which should be written, including a list of the officers and members present 
at each Assembly ; shall collect the revenue, and pay it over to the Treasurer ; shall 
keep correct accounts of the dues of members; shall prepare and transmit the 
annual retnrns to the Grand Secretary ; shall keep the seal of the Chapter, and affix 
it to all documents emanating therefrom ; and shall perform such other duties as 
may be required of him by the Chapter or the High Priest. 

Sec. 5. The other officers shall perform such duties as traditionally appertain to 
their respective stations, or as may be assigned them by the Chapter or the High 
Priest. 

ARTICLE XX. 

OF XIMBIB8HIF. 

Section 1. Membership in a Chapter may be acquired by having regularly re- 
ceived the degree of Royal Arch Mason therein ; by having been duly elected for 
affiliation therewith ; or, by having been named, in a dispensation for a new Chapter, 
as one of the petitioners therefor. 

Sec. 2. No Royal Arch Mason shall be a member of more than one Chapter at a 
time. 

Sec. 3. Membership in a Chapter can only be terminated by voluntary with- 
drawal therefrom ; by the dissolution of tbe Chapter ; or, by death, suspension, or 
expulsion. 

Sec. 4. A member of a Chapter may withdraw therefrom, unless charges are 
pending against him, by paying his dues, and notifying the Chapter of such intention 
at any stated meeting; but no recommendatory certificate shall be issued, unless 
ordered by a majority of the members present. 
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Sec. 5. No member of a Chapter shall be required to divulge his vote upon a 
ballot for the degrees or for affiliation ; nor to assign reasons for such vote, if it be 
known. 

Of Trials , Appeals , and Penalties . 

ARTICLE XXI. 

RELATIVE TO THE GRAND HIGH PRIEST. 

Section 1. Charges may be preferred against the Grand High Priest for abuse of 
his power, violation of the Constitution or Reg stations of the Grand Chapter or Other 
unmasonic conduct, by any five High Priests of Chapters ; which charges shall be in 
writing, over their signatures, and shall be presented to the last Past Grand High 
Priest of this Grand Chapter who may be within the State, and who is a member of 
a Chapter within its jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. Upon the presentation of such charges, it shall be the duty of such Past 
Grand High Priest to transmit a copy thereof to the accused, if within the State, at 
least thirty days, and if without the State, at least ninety days, before the time desig- 
nated for the trial, together with & notification to attend at such time, and at the 
place he may therein name, which shall be one most convenient for the parties ; and 
he Bhall also summon four or more other Past Grand High Priests of this State, who 
shall be members of Chapters therein, to assemble with him at the time and place 
designated, and shall notify the accused thereof. 

Sec. 3. The tribunal thus assembled, or any of its members, shall have power to 
summon witnesses at the request of either party ; it shall receive such testimony as 
in its judgment shall be proper, and shall determine finally upon the guilt or inno- 
cence of the accused ; and the opinion of the majority^hall be the judgment of the 
tribunal, and shall be final. 

Sec. 4. The only penalty inflicted shall be deprivation of office ; but, when thus 
deprived, the adjudged may be amenable to his Chapter upon a charge of unmasonic 
conduct. 

Sec. 5. The Grand Secretary shall attend at the ti ial to keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings and of the judgment, which shali be filed in his office, and shall be presented 
at the next annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter. 

8ec. 6. All necessary traveling expenses of the members of such tribunal si all 
be paid by the Grand Chapter. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

RELATIVE TO HIGH PRIESTS OP CHAPTERS. 

Section 1. Charges may be preferred against the High Priest of a Chapter for 
abuse of his power, violation of the Constitution or Regulations, or for unmasonic 
conduct of any kind, by any five Royal Arch Masons in good standing : which charges 
shall be in writing, over their signatures, and shall be presented to the Grand Chap- 
ter, if in session, or to the Grand High Priest daring the vacation. 

Sec. 2. Upon the presentation of such charges, the Grand Chapter, or the Grand 
High Priest, as the case may be, may at once appoint and summon not less than 
three nor more than seven disinterested High Priests, to assemble as Commissioners 
to hear and determine thereupon ; and shall then summon the accused to appearand 
answer thereunto, at such time and place most convenient for the parties as shall be 
indicated in said summons ; giving him, if within the jurisdiction of his Chapter, at 
least ten days— if without that jurisdiction and within the State at least thirty days — 
and if without the State, at least ninety days — to answer thereunto ; and translat- 
ing to him also a copy of the charges. 

Sec. 3. The Commissioners thus assembled shall choose one of their number to 
preside ; and they, or any of them, shall have power to summon witnesses, at the 
request of either party. The witnesses, if Masons, shall testify, upon their honor, aa 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



109 


Grand Chapter of California. 

such; if not, tbeir deposition shall be taken, in writing, before an officer legally 
authorized to administer oaths ; and, in such case, the party requiring such deposi- 
tions, shall notify the other of the time and place when and where they will betaken, 
that be may, if he choose, be present thereat. 

Sec. 4. The Commissioners may adjourn from time to time, at their own con- 
venience, or for good cause shown by either party ; provided, that the period within 
which their duties shall be concluded shall not exceed ten days, unless, for sufficient 
reasons, the Grand High Priest shall grant them further time. 

Sec. 5. The opinion of a majority of the Commissioners shall be deemed the 
jndgment of the whole, and shall be conclusive, unless an appeal be taken at the 
next annual convocation of the Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 6. The penalties whictf may be inflicted by such Commissioners may be 
either deprivation of office, suspension, or expulsion, as in their judgment shall be 
deemed proper. 

8ec. 7. The Commissioners shall keep a complete record of their proceedings 
and of their judgment, and shall transmit the same to the Grand Secretary, at the 
conclusion of the trial ; and the judgment shall at once be carried into effect by 
order of the Grand High Priest. 

Sec. 8. An appeal to the Grand Chapter may be taken at its next annual convo- 
cation, by either party, if notice thereof be given to the Grand Secretary within 
thirty days after the conclusion of the trial. 

ARTICLE XXIIL 

RELATIVE TO CHAPTERS AND MEMBERS OP DIFFERENT CHAPTERS. 

Section 1. When a controversy shall arise between Chapters, or between a 
Chapter and a member or members of another Chapter, charges may be preferred 
by either party, if in good standing ; whidh charges shall be in writing and shall be 
presented to the Graud Chapter, or Grand High Priest, as provided in Sec. 1, Art. 
XXII. 

Sec. 2. Upon the presentation of such charges not less than five nor more than 
seven Commissioners shall be appointed and summoned, as provided in Sec. 2, Art. 
XXII, which Commissioners shall be High Priests, Kings, or Scribes, and shall be 
selected from at least three different Chapters not interested in the controversy, and 
most convenient to the parties ; and. the accused party shall be summoned, with Buch 
time to answer as provided in the section and article last quoted. 

Sec. 3. The Commissioners shall have power to proceed, and shall keep a record 
of their proceedings and judgment in the same manner as provided in Sec. 7, Art. 
XXII, and the penalties which they may inflict may be any known to Masonic usage ; 
or, if the case be not one involving a violation of Masonic duty, the decision may be 
such special one as the circumstances shall, in their judgment, warrant. 

Sec. 4. An appeal may be taken by either party to the Grand Chapter, as pro- 
vided in Sec. 8, Art. XXII. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

RELATIVE TO ROTAL ARCH MASONS INDIVIDUALLY. 

Section 1. When any member of a Chapter (except its High Priest or the Grand 
High Priest), or any Royal Arch Mason residing within its jurisdiction, shall be 
accused of unmasonic conduct, charges to that effect may be preferred by any Royal 
Arch Mason in good standing ; which charges shall be in writing, over his signature, 
and ahall be presented to the High Priest of the Chapter having jurisdiction thereof. 

Sec. 2. Upon the presentation of such charges it shall be the duty of the High 
Priest, by due notification, to call a Bpecial meeting of his Chapter as soon as practi- 
cable, and there cause to be elected, by ballot, and by a majority of those present, 
not less than seven nor more than niue of its members, who shall assemble as Com- 
missioners, to hear and determine thereupon, at such time and place, convenient to 
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the parties, as he shall indicate ; and he shall also summon the accused to appear 
and answer thereunto at such time and place ; and shall, at the same time, cause the 
Secretary to furnish him with a copy of the charges, and to notify the accuser of the 
said time and place of trial. 

Sbo. 3. If the accused be within the jurisdiction of the Chapter, the summons and 
copy of the charges shall be issued at least ten days prior to the day appointed for 
the trial, and shall be served personally by the Guard, or shall be left at his ordinary 
residence or place of busioess. If he be without the said jurisdiction, but within the 
State, and his residence be known, they shall be issued at least thirty days before 
the day of trial, and shall be forwarded to his address by the Secretary, by mail or 
other usual mode of conveyance, which shall be deemed sufficient service. If he be 
without the State and his residence be known, they shall be issued at least nicety 
days before the trial, and shall be forwarded to his address by the Secretary, as 
before, provided, which shall be sufficient service. If his address is unknown, the 
High Priest shall order the trial to proceed at once upon the testimony, ex parte. 

Sso. 4. The Commissioners shall assemble at the time and place appointed, and 
shall choose one of their number to preside ; and the Secretary, by order of the High 
Priest, shall attend them to keep a full and correct record of the proceedings, and of 
the judgment, under their supervision. 

Sbc. 5. The High Priest shall summon such witnesses within the jurisdiction of 
his Chapter, as may be desired by either party, and the accused may select any 
brother in good standing to assist him in his defence. The witnesses, if Masons, 
shall testify on their honor as such ; if not, their depositions shall be taken in writing, 
^before an officer legally authorized to administer oaths, and, in such case, the party 
requiring such depositions shall notify the other of the time and place when and 
where they will be taken, that he may, if he choose, be present thereat. 

Sbc. 6. The Commissioners may adjourn from time to time, at their own conven- 
ience, or for sufficient cause shown by either party ; provided that the period within 
which their duties shall be concluded shall not exceed ten days, unless, for good rea- 
sons shown, the High Priest shall grant them further time. 

Sbc. 7. After all the testimony shall have been received, the Commissioners shall 
proceed to deliberate upon their verdict and sentence, with none present save them- 
selves and the Secretary, which last shall have no voice in the proceedings. The 
judgment of a majority of the Commissioners shall be taken as the decision of the 
whole ; and when the trial is concluded the Secretary shall make a fair copy of the 
record and finding, under their supervision, which shall be signed by the chairman 
of such Commission, and attested by the Secretary, and shall be presented to the 
High Priest, who, at the next meeting of his Chapter, shall, in the presence of its 
members only, announce the result, and direct the Secretary to record the same aa 
the judgment of the Chapter, and file the record for safe keepiog among its archives. 

Sec. 8. The penalties which may be inflicted are reprimand in open Chapter, sus- 
pension, or expulsion. If the sentence be reprimand, the High Priest shall summon 
the adjudged to appear at the next stated meeting, when it shall be carried into 
effect, in the presence only of members of the Chapter. If it be suspension or expul- 
sion, it shall at once go into effect, and the Secretary shall immediate ty notify the 
Grand Secretary thereof; and it shall be final and conclusive, unless an appeal be 
taken to the Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 9. An appeal may be taken to the Grand Chapter by either party at its 
next succeeding annual convocation, but not unless a notice of such intended appeal 
shall be given to the High Priest within thirty days after his announcement of the 
resuit of the trial ; and in all cases of expulsion or suspension, the High Priest shall 
cause the Secretary to prepare a transcript of the record of trial, and immediately 
transmit It to the Grand Secretary, together with information of the appeal intended , 
if any there be. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 

OP RBVI8I0N8 AND RESTORATIONS. 

Sbctton 1. All judgment from which an appeal may be taken as hereinbefore 
provided, shall be reviewed in the Grand Chapter, or before a committee thereof, 
daring its session, upon the record sent up, and upon such other proper documents 
as may be submitted ; and its decision shall be final and conclusive. 

Bsc. 2. All sentences of suspension shall be for an indefinite period ; and a 
Chapter may, at any stated meeting, by the votes of two-thirds of the members pres- 
ent, annul any such sentence of suspension pronounced by itself, and restore the Mason 
thus suspended to all his Masonic rights ; provided that notice of a resolution for 
snch restoration shall have been given at the stated meeting next preceding. And in 
case of such restoration, the Secretary shall at once notify the Grand Secretary 
thereof.* 

Sec. 3. The Grand Chapter may, at any annual convocation, if good cause there- 
for be shown, restore a Mason who has been suspended or expelled within its juris- 
diction ; but such restoration shall not restore him to membership in the Chapter by 
which he was suspended or expelled. 

Sec. 4. No suspension, expulsion, or restoration shall be published otherwise than 
as hereinbefore provided, except by authority of the Grand Chapter, or by order of 
the Grand High Priest. 

Of Amendments and Obligations of Office. 

• ARTICLE XXVI. 
or amendments. 

Section 1. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any annual convoca- 
tion of the Grand Chapter by a vote of two-thirds of the members present ; but no 
alteration or amendment shall be acted upon until after its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence, who shall report thereon as soon as practicable. 

ARTICLE XXVII. 

* 

OF OBLIGATIONS Or OFFICE. 

Section 1. All officers of the Grand Chapter and of itB subordinates, before 
entering upon the duties of their respective stations, shall take a solemn obligation 
that they will maintain and support the Constitution and Regulations of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States of America, and of the Grand Chapter of the 
State of California. 
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General Regulations. 


GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


1. The Degree of Past Master most be conferrred upon all candidates who have 
previously had the degree conferred upon them in a convocation of Past Masters, by 
virtue of an election to preside over a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

2. All the Chapters under this jurisdiction are required, in the conferring of 
degrees, to conform to the ritual adopted by the Grand Chapter, at its Special Con- 
vocation, in September, 1855. 

3. Every Mark Master attached to a Chapter under this jurisdiction must, within 
six months after his admission, select his mark, and record the same in a Book of 
Marks, kept by the Chapter for that purpose, and it is made the speciaUduty of the 
Secretary of each Chapter to see that this regulation is complied with. 

4. The term “ nearest Chapter/’ used in the Constitution, means the nearest by 
geographical measurement. 

5. Mo Masonic communication shall be held with a Royal Arch Mason who stands 
suspended as a Master Mason, for any cause. 

6. Each Chapter under this jurisdiction shall pay, in addition to its annual dues, 
the sum of one dollar for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll at the date of 
its annual report, which additional assessment shall be used as a fund to defray the 
actual expenses of one delegate from each Chapter represented at the annual convo- 
cations of the Grand Chapter, the same to be apportioned by a special committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

7. Whenever two or more Chapters exist in any city or town within this jurisdic- 
tion, it shall be the duty of each of such Chapt rs to notify the other or others exist- 
ing in the same place of all applications presented to it for the degrees. 

8. That the Grand High Priest be requested to appoint a Grand Lecturer, who 
will be authorized to teach and instruct the subordinate Chapters in conformity with 
the ritual adopted ^by this Grand Chapter at its Special Convocation in September, 
1855. 

9. When, after an election of an applicant to receive the Chapter degrees, and be 
has received the Mark Degree, an objection to his advancement is made at any time 
by a member, such objection shall be referred to a committee, with power to inquire 
into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated meeting (unless further time be 
given) report thereon ; and upon the reception of such report, if no cause for the 
objection has been assigned, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the members present, not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the 
degree in the same manner as if no objection had been made. 

10. No petition for the degrees, or application for membership, shall be received 
by any Chapter within this jurisdiction, unless it be signed with the full name or 
names of the petitioner or applicant ; and, in the annual reports of the subordinate 
Chapters, the given name or names of every member or others u pon their rolls, shall 
be given In full. 

11. The provisions of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the State of Cali- 
fornia shall be, in all essential respects, where there is no conflict between it and the 
Constitution of this Grand Chapter, the rules and regulations by which the action of 
the subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction shall be governed. 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


1. The Degree of Past Master mast be conferrred upon all candidates who have 
previously had the degree conferred upon them in a convocation of Past Masters, by 

^ virtue of an election to preside over a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

2. All the Chapters under this jurisdiction are required, in the conferring of 
degrees, to conform to the ritual adopted by the Grand Chapter, at its Special Con- 
vocation, in September, 1855. 

3. Every Mark Master attached to a Chapter under this jurisdiction must, within 
six months after his admission, select his mark, and record the same in a Book of 
Marks, kept by the Chapter for that purpose, aud it is made the special duty of the 
Secretary of each Chapter to see that this regulation is complied with. 

4. The term " nearest Chapter,” used in the Constitution, means the nearest by 
geographical measurement. 

5. No Masonic communication shall be held with a Royal Arch Mason who stands 
suspended as a Master Mason, for any cause. 

6. Each Chapter under this jurisdiction shall pay, in addition to its annual dues, 
the sum of one dollar for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll at the date of 
its annual report, which additional assessment shall be used as a fand to defray the 
actual expenses of one delegate from each Chapter represented at the annual convo- 
cations of the Grand Chapter, the same to be apportioned by a special committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

7. Whenever two or more Chapters exist in any city or town within this jurisdic- 
tion, it shall be the duty of each of such Chapters to notify the other or others exist- 
ing in the same placo of all applications presented to it for the degrees. 

8. That the Grand High Pi iest be requested to appoint a Grand Lecturer, who 
will be authorized to teach and instruct the subordinate Chapters in conformity with 
the ritual adopted by this Grand Chapter at its Special Convocation in September, 
1855. 

> 9. When, after an election of an applicant to receive the Chapter degrees, and he 

. has received the Mark Degree, an objection to his advancement is made at any time 

" by a member, such objection shall be referred to a committee, with power to inquire 

into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated meeting (unless farther time be 
given) report ther.eon ; and npon the reception of such report, if no cause for the 
objection has been assigned, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the members present, not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the 
degree in the same manner as if no objection had been made. 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


RETURNS 

OP THE 


SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 


^rsittir 


UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 


^npter of 

X. 2402. 


^alifontia, 


SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER, No. 1. 

San FraneUeo, San Franclaeo County . 


Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 


Theodore Edward Smith, High Priest, 
Henry Jameson Borns, King, 

Samuel Stern he ira, Scribe, 

Charles Angel Fnentes, CapL of the Host , 
Simon Banm, Principal Sojourner , 

Arpad Harazthy, Royal Arch Captain , 


Henry Williams, Master of 3d Vail, 

Ed. Taylor Anthony, Master of 2d VaU. 
Sharon Pratt Doane, Master of 1st VaU, 
Joseph Clement, Treasurer , 

Henry Lyon Cohen, Secretary , 

Ira Colburn Root • Guard. 


John Dunbar Creigh, 
Adolphus Hollub, 

Louis Coho, 

Anderson, Thomas 
Ballentine, James 
Bergson, Ole 
Blnm, Isidor 
Boch, Rudolph 
Browell, Jeremiah 
Bryan, William 
Berggren, August 
Bilty, Theodore George 
Behrendt, Herman 
Carpenter, Augustine Dyer 
Craig, James 
Craig, Peter 


Past High Priests « 

Martin John Borke, 

John Rudolphe Jarboe, 
Milton Hills Myrick, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Cohen, Martin 
Cressy, Albert 
Curry, Nathaniel 
Caro, Samuel 
Davis, Henry Lamen 
Eisenberg, Julius 
Esberg, Mendel 
Emanuel, Emanuel 
Elies, August Wm. Herman 
Farqoharson, David 
Fisher, Henry James 
Foorman, Samuel 
Franz, Bernhard 


Stewart Henzies, 
Theodore Edward Smith. 


Fried, Ignatius S. 
Friedberg, Morris 
Friedlander, Moritz 
Fuller, Andrew 
Gay, John Gilmore 
Gerhow, Frederick 
Haight, Henry Huntley 
Herzo, John 
Heald, Charles Byron 
Hyman, Henry Wolf 
Harris, Daniel 
Hiller, Frederick 
Jacoby, Augustus 


• * Member of CtUforwim Chapter, No. 5. 
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Jordan, Dennis 
Kehoe, John 
Kenitzer, Henry 
Kittredge, Jonathan 
Kline, Lazarus 
Kohn, Isaac 
Kirby, John Timothy 
Laroncbe, Antoine 
Levy, Jacob 
Meyer, Charles 
Michaels, Aaron W. 
Mitchell, David 
Moraghan, Michael John 
McDonald, Robert 
Mohrhardt, Philip Fred’k 
Newhall, Henry Mayo 


Newman, Isaac 
Parker, Charles Hnbbard 
Platshek. Samuel 
Prag, Martin 
Pearson, Henry Haven 
Rawson, Julias Addison 
Robinson, Cornel’s Preston 
Robitscheck, Herman 
Rosenbaum, Joseph 
Rosenbaum, Jnlins 
Rosenbaum, Moses 
Saulman, August 
Sawyer, Lorenzo 
Schweitzer, Samuel 
Schweitzer, John 
Solomon, Albert 


Sweet, Solomon 
Stuart, William Adams 
Schmidt, Anton 
Treat, George 
Trieet, Bernard 
Voight, Christian H. 
Walton, Nelson Collins 
Wasserman, August 
Weid, Evan A. 

Whiting, Manassah 8. 
Wood, Andrew finnker 
Wolf, David 
Woolley, Lell Hawley 
Wormser, Isidor 
Wormser, Louis 
Zinn, Henry— 105. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 
Bosworth, Henry Martyn Dreyfous, Benjamin 
WITHDRAWN : 

Bloomingdale, Emanuel Gowenlock, Robert 


Edwards, Henry -3. 


Middleton, John— 3. 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Corbett, Alexander Charles Cohn, Morris Wass, Samuel C. — 4. 

Casey, Thomas 

EXCLUDED s 

Owen. Lawrence Conly— 1. 


RESTORED : 


DIED: 


Hull, George S.— 1. 


Peck, Lewis— 1. 


SONORA CHAPTER, No. 2. 

Sonora, Tuolumne County. 


Stated Meetings, Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS i 


Stephen Wing, High Priest , 

Alvin Bacon Preston, King, 

Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, Scribe , 
Peter Klein, Captain of the Host, 
Gideon Wing, Principal Sojourner, 
Henry Dose, Royal Arch Captain. 


Eli Griffith Bacon, Master of 3 d Vail , 
Solomon Benas, Master of 2d VaR, 
Edmond Parsons, Master of 1st VaU, 
Charles Edward Lang, Treasurer , 
William Henry Ryan, Secretary , 
Edward Skinner, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 


Francis Anthony Prassa, 
Alvin Bacon Preston, 
Isaac Newton McCnlloch, 
Frederick Faxon, 

William Davis Newton, 


Stephen Wing, ( Grand King.) 
Edward Skinner, 

William Henry Ryan, 

Eli Griffith Bacon. 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS s 


Andro&s/Mosea Ch&mbeiTn 
Bacon, Martin 
Barlow, Abraham 
Bartlett, Daniel Francis 
Bell, Andrew N. 

Bell, James 
Bash, George Carrol 
Byrd, Francis Jahew 
Colby, Alonzo 
Carter, John Beach 
Cleaveland, Septimus Allin 
Calhoan, Henry Clay 
Doxey, Beverly M. 


Harris, Charles Parsons 
Hill, EdmundtArthur 
Johnson, William 
Keil, Edward 
Kanfman, Morris 
Klein, Conrad 
Lampson, Royal Mills 
Mann, John Christian 
McFarland, Matthias 
Mnndorf, John 
Mayer, Willis 
Mitchell, Fred’k Francis 


RESTORED : 

Cleaveland, Septimus Allin 


WITHDRAWN : 
Jackson, John Robert Scott 


Oppenheimer, Benjamin 
Patterson, Archbald 
Ripperdan, Isaac 
Reed, Abner 
Rudorff, William Gastave 
Schuler, Henry 
Sharrock, Evrard 
Tharraan, William H. 
White, Moses Henry 
Winne, George 
Wade, Charles Frederick 
Yanoy, Tyron Milton- -54. 


Jordan, Frank— 2. 


Jordan, Frank— 2. 


DIED: 

Knox, John— 1. 


SACRAMENTO CHAPTER, No. 3. 

Sacramento, Sacramento County. 

Stated Meetings , first Tuesday in each month . 

OFFICERS t 

Powell Bamuel Lawson, High Priest, Wm Buckley Davis, Master qf 3d Vail, 

Isaac Baldwin Cooledge, Xing, Hilliard P.Cottingham, Master of 2d Vail, 

William Munroe Petrie, Scribe, Alb’t Leander Bragg Master of 1st Vail , 

John Austin Cunningham. Capt . qfthe Host, Henry Wm. Bragg, Treasurer , 

William Smith Hunt, Principal Sojourner, Samuel Sims, Secretary, 

Hiram Cook, Royal Arch Captain, Peter Zacharias, Guard. 

Past High Priests : 

James Lawrence English, Francis Foster, 

William Franklin Knox, George Howard Winterbarn. 


Allen, John Francis 
Allen, Robert 
Anthony, James 
Alexander, Benj. Franklin 
Baker, Thomas 
Barnes, Jacob 
Banqnier, Joseph 
Bergevin, Nelson Langevin 
Booth, Lucius A. 
Brewington, Benjamin S. 
Bromley, George Tisdale 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Bronner, George Fred’k 
Bryding, Peter 
Budd, Henry 
Bugbey, Benj. Norton 
Byington, Ira Weeks 
Callaghan, Daniel E. 
Champlin, Nelson 
Christy, Edward 
Clnness, William R. 

Cohn, Charles 
Conover, John 


Crocker, Henry 8mith 
Dale, Richard 
Davis, Jacob Zeigler 
Davis, William Oliver 
Day, James Thompson 
Dennery, Bernard 
Domingos, John 
Drew, Nathaniel Lafayette 
Duprey, George 
Earl, George 

Ecklon, Christian Ludwig 
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Egl, Anthony 
English, William Garrison 
Feldheim, Nathan G. 
Fenenf, E. F. 

Forbes, Robert 
Foye,Wm. Robinson Smith 
Frank, Samuel 
Gates, Justin 
Gillis, Dougald 
Golden, Thomas 
Goldberg, H. 

Grady, John Harmony 
Gregg, George 
Griffitta, John T. 

Haines, Gabriel 
Hammer, Lather Kentz 
Harkness, Harvey Willson 
Haskell, D. H. 

Haymond, Creed 
Hevener, Wm. Henry 
Hill, William Henry 
Hoag, William Moffit 
Hoehn, Jacob 
Hoehn, William 
Holmes, Henry T. 

Hall, Joseph 
Hyman, Jacob, Sr. 
Hyman, Jacob, Jr. 
Tnwalle, John Joseph 
Jacobs, Enoch 
Jones, Edwin Augustas 
Jones, Jeremiah Solon 


Kay' Samuel 
Kercheval, Reuben 
Kimball, Gorham Gates 
King, Cameron Hight 
Kinsey, Kerst 
Lavenson, Samuel 
Levy, Edward Roger 
Locke, George Washington 
Lyon, Edward 
Maholm, James Bowland 
Maier, Jacob Fred. William 
Merrill, John F. 

McAllister, Adam Armstr’g 
McConnell, Thomas 
McCormack, Charles 
McCune, Henry Ewalt 
McKune, John Hill 
Meyer, Bernhard 
Morse, Stephen 
Murphy, Robert Wilson 
Nelson, Alton Titus 
Nickols, Lewis Balch 
Oakley, Peter Eager 
Odell, John Adams 
O’Neil, James 
Oschner, John 
Parker, George Norman 
Parnell, John Henry- 
Perkins, William Dana 
Phipps, Eugene King 
Radraaker, Charles 
Ratcliff, William M. 


Redington, Alfred Augustus 
Robertson, John 
Robinson, Robert 
Ross. Charles Henry 
Rothermel, Chas. Nicholas 
Saw yer, James Canney 
Shirland, Edmond Dana 
8ilverstein, Marcus 
Smith, Hiram Abiff 
Smith, Joshua Hughes 
Smith, John Wm. M. 

Smith, Wm. Wallace 
Spinks, Alfred 
Starr, Erwin Platt 
Steinman, Bernard Ulmer 
Sutliff, Levi Beardslie 
Taylor, Edwin Trost 
Trope, Peter 
Wachhorst, Herman 
Wallqaist, Carl Johan 
Waterhouse, Columbus 
Welch, Benjamin 
Welch, George Deake 
Wells, William Henry 
Wheeler, Osgood Church 
Wickstram, Carl Elias 
Wilcoxson, Jefferson 
Willett, Edward Walter 
Williamson, David J. 
Wilson, Jesse Warren 
Woods, Jonas Stanbury 

— 144 . 


PA8T MASTERS : MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : 

Fassett, Lewis Hillyer Howard, Jas. Washington— 2. Giraud, Eugene— 1. 


Gagnon, Alfred 
Goss, Leonard 
Hall, Gilbert Cowles 


WITHDRAWN : 
McDonald, James M. 
March, Leonard H. 

Scott, Joseph 

EXCLUDED : 
Smith, Mathew J.— 1. 


Smith, Frank 
Stamper, Joseph Wolf— 8. 


CALIFORNIA CHAPTER, No. 5. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 


John Francis Snow, High Priest, 

Hiram Troop Graves, King, 

Alfred Coolidge Waitt, Scribe , 

Joseph Miller Litchfield, Capt. of the Host, 
Alphonso H. Vaughn, Principal Sojourner, 
Henry Sumner Smith, Royal Arch Captain , 


Jes9e Combes Reed, Master of 3 d Vast, 
Wm.Freeborne King, Master of 'Id Vail, 
Thomas T. Atkinson, Master of lsl Vail. 
Samuel Graves, Treasurer , 

William Edward Moody, Secretary, 
James Oglesby, Guard, 
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Betum8 of Subordinate Chapters to the 


Reuben Edgar Raymond, 
Alex. Gurdon Abell, 
William Henry Lyon, 
Charles Lonis Wiggin, 

Angus, John Archibald 
Ashbury, Monroe 
Ashley, Sidney John 
Arrowsmith, D. Bloomer 
Balch, Stephen Moore 
Baldwin, Alex. Richard 
Bamber, John 
Barnes, Wm. Henry Linow 
Barth, Chas. Hunter 
Beaoh, Henry Martin 
Beadle, Donald 
Bell, John 
Best, John Tretten 
Bitter, William 
Blaikie, James Longhead 
Boswell, Solomon Bailey 
Bourne, Elisha Wilson 
Bradford, William 
Bragg, Robert 
Brander, John Samuel 
Brannan, Samuel 
Bridge, Wm. Edward 
Brigham, Calvin Oakes 
Brooks, Thomas Hubbard 
Brown, Roland Gair 
Bruner, Wm. Happersatt 
Browning, Jeremiah 
Callaghan, Charles 
Cecil, John 
Center, John 
Chapin, Dinsmore Davis 
Chevers, William Henry 
Chipman, Holmes Samuel 
Churchill, Clark 
Clary, William Henry 
Cockrill, Theo. Guevara 
Cousins, Charles Samuel 
Covert, Abraham Mann 
Cox, Henry 
Cox, Palmer 
Craig, William 
Crane, Henry Adolphus 
Cummings, Walter Bailey 
Carrier, John Charles 
Davis, Edmond S. 

Davis, Isaac Elphinstone 
Day, Franklin Henry 


Past High Priests t 

George Tuttle Grimes, 

Wm. Thomas Reynolds, 
James Laidley, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Dougherty, Chas. Medley 
Earl, John Ogden 
Eastman, Frank 
Eaton, Jonas Allen 
Eckfeldt, Johu Michael 
Edwards, Frank George 
Elliot, Gardner 
Ellis, Henry Hiram 
Ellis, John Stoneacre 
Ewell, Luther Jerome 
Estee, Morris March 
Farnam, Edward 
Farrish, Thomas Edwin 
Farwell, Wm. Havard 
Flynn, Martin 
Garnlss, James Rodgers 
Garratt, Wm. Thompson 
Gates, Horatio Sylvester 
Goewey, James Monroe 
Grant, Thos. Chamberlin 
Gray, William 
Green, Alonzo 
Gunn, William John 
Hall, Robert 
Harris, James Henry 
Hastings, Everett Linus ■ 
Highton, Henry Edward 
Hildebrandt, Cars ten 
Hinckley, Chas. Edward 
Hobbs, Caleb Seccohmb 
Hodge, John G. 

Hodgkins, Alfred Randall 
Holcomb, William Austin 
Hotaling, Anson P. 
Howard, Geo. Henry 
Horton, Thos. Rotoh 
Ingalls, John Newton 
Jacobs, Albert 
Jeinsen, Ernest Von 
Jeffrey, William 
Johnson, John Munroe 
Johnson, Wm. Corrie 
Johnston, Baptist 
Johnston, Wm. David 
Jones, Cyrus Winship 
Jones, Wm. Arthur 
Kimball, Moses Combe 


Samuel Graves, 

William Wilson Traylor , 
John Kirkpatrick. 


King, Henry Lewis 
King, John 
King, Joseph Libbey 
Korts, Henry' 

Kuh, Leopold 
Kyle. Thomas 
Kaeding, Chas. Van Buren 
Lane, Edmund 
Lane, George E. Jr. 

Laird, David White 
Landers, John 
Lewis, Edwin 
Litchfield, Watson Dyer 
Loop, Sidney Joseph 
Love, David Mantua 
Louderback, Andrew A. 
Luty, John Samuel 
Lyman, Charles 
Maieas, Christian W. 
Mastlck, Levi BenJ. 

Mayer, Samuel David 
McComb, John 
McDonald, Alex. Dunbar 
McNulty, Chs. Augustus 
Middleton, Frank 
Miller, El bridge L. 

Miller, Stephen Girard 
Montagnie, Joseph E. de la 
Montague, Wilfred Weed 
Moore, Elliot Josiah 
Moore, Robert Henry 
Morgan, David, Jr. 

Morgan, John Stilwell 
Morse, Ebenezer Eaton 
Morton, Chas. Carey 
Nagel, William 
Nagle, Geo. Dedrich 
Neville, Ernest Harry 
Norcross, Daniel 
Northrop, David Blair 
O’Conner, Thos. Michael 
Osgood, George 
Parker, George Franklin 
Pendergast, James Albert 
Plum, Chas. Mortimer 
Price, Thomas 
Prior, John Lewis 
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Stadtfeld, Jacob Warren, Joseph M. 

8tanley, Samuel Lewis Waters, George Latham 
Stebbins.WnhPitt Cleveland Wells, William 
8teiger, Charts Radolphe Wetherbee, Calvin Hale 
Stockman, John Milton Wheeler, Jacob 
Stoutenborongh, John Hy. Wightman, John 
Stringer, William James Wilde, Francis Brooke 
Snllivan, Eugene Lemuel Willey, Chas. Johnson 
Swift, James Flitcroft Willey, Otis Freeman 
Thompson, Lacins Williams, Abraham Pease 

Thomson, Malcolm Williams, Henry Brown 

Thrall, Henry Homer Williams, John Henry 
Torrence, John Williamson, Robt. Stockton 

True worthy, Francis Marion Wilson, Charles 
Van Bokkeleo.Jac. Lorillard Winkle, Henry 
Van Duzer, Oliver Wooster, John Benj.— 211. 

Wadsworth, James C. L. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Arnold, Alex. Spencer Sawyer, Chas. Henry Waterhouse, Fred’k Adelbert— 3. 

RESTORED : 

Arrowsmith, David Bloomer Jacobs, Albert Morton, Charles Carey— 3. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Chamberlin, Romeo Milton Keith, William Henry Sbarboro, Andrew 

Chapman, Holmes Samuel McGann, Patrick Henry Walker Thomas 

Clairmont, Ralph de Pike, James Napoleon White, John Campbell— 11. 

Dean, Walter Edwin Phinney, Arthur 

EXCLUDED : 

Con vis, Charles Cooley Kincaid, John Evans— 2. 

DIED : 

Beach, Joseph DeCamp Espinosa, Juan Y. McDonald, Donald 

Crosby, Alfred Ladd, John Wesley Piper, Stephen Livingstone 


Ramsdell, Benj. Hatch 
Reavis, Wm. Henry 
Reynolds, Frank Bailey 
Richards, Wm. Henry 
Root, Ira Colburn 
Rosekrans, Hiram 
Rnndell, William Mason 
Russell, John Adam 
Schafer, Herman Henry 
Schneider, Edward Wm. 
Selden, James Miles 
Shaeffer, John Werner 
Shattnck, David Dustin 
Short, Peter 
Shrader, And. Jackson 
Smith, Edwin Lawrence 
Smith, Stephen Henry 


i 


NEVADA CHAPTER, No. 0. 

Nevada, Nevada County. 

Staled Meetings, first Monday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 


Tollman Hathaway Rolfe, High Priett, 
Thomas Mien, King, 

Edward Williams, Scribe, 

James Henry Helm, Capt. of the Host, 
Rodney Wing, Principal Sojourner, 
Allen Chapman, R. A. Captain , 


Ianthas Jerome Rolfe, Master of 3 d Vail, 
K ask ill Casper, Master of 2d Vail, 
James Donald, Master of 1st Vail, 
Martin Lather Marsh, Treasurer, 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Secretary, 
Joseph Brewster Gray, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Charles Marsh, Tollman Hathaway Rolfe. 
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Banner, Phineaa 
Beaumont, Joseph 
Chapin, Samuel Leonard 
Colby, George Hackett 
Crandall, Orman 
Davidson, Wm. Henry 
Davis, James 
Dickson, John Hutton 
Dill, John 
Donald, Alfred 
Donald, Thomas 
Ennis, Franklin 


ROYAL ARCH MA80N8 : 
Floyd, William 
Fowler, Edwin 
Gentry, Richard Benton 
Gilbert, John Richards 
Goldsmith, Adolphus 
Green wald, Julius 
Hale, Horace 

Hathaway, Francis Marion 
Long, Wm. David 
McBrown, John 
Montgomery, John 
Pease, Sanford Orrin 


Prescott, Lyman Reed 
Preston, Edward Myers 
Randolph, Wm. Cooper 
Rose, David 

Sargent, Aaron Augustus 
Slinger, William 
Stansfleld, Halstead 
Stowers, Nathaniel Henry 
Tisdale, Wm. De Witt 
Weeks, Wm. Hamilton 
Williamson, Levi 
Wirth, James Albert— 49. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : 

Fleming, Joseph Davenport. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Conyers, Benjamin L. McKee, George Butterfield Niles, Addison Cook— 3. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 


DIED : 


Seymour, Charles Henry— 1. 


Thompson, Alexander— 1. 


BENICIA CHAPTER. No. 7. 


Benicia, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Tuesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS i 

Timothy 8age, High Priest , Edw. Horatio Won Pfiater, Master 3d Vail , 

John Houaley, King , Archibald McDonald, Master 2d Vail , 

Joseph Green Johnson, Scribe, Robert Stewart, Master 1 st Vail, 

George Poor, Captain qf the Host, John Rneger, Treasurer, 

Wm. Henry Smith, Principal Sojourner, Thomas McKay, Secretary, 

Lansing Bond Mizner, R. A. Captain , William Matthewson, Ouard. 


Past High Prleatei 

Sylvester Woodbridge, 


Timothy Sage. 


Ashbrook, Alfred 
Boles, J. L. 

Brownlee, Thomas 
Danforth, Edwin 
Ennis, Richard 
Freeman, Otis Kimball 


Smith, Sampson 


ROYAL ARCH MASON8 : 

Grant, John Pollock, Robert 

Holbrook, Charles Edwatd Scott, James 


Long, Michael Henry 
Mathewson, John 
McKenzie, Allen 
Owen, John Wren 

WITHDRAWN : 
Wells, William Sewall 


Spaulding, Charles 
Spencer, Christopher 
8tone, John Charles 
Westlake, John — 31. 

Tostln, William Isaac— 3. 


EXCLUDED : 
Duff, Thomas— 1. 


DIED : 

McMillan, Charles-1. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Grand Chapter of California. 


121 


SHASTA CHAPTER, No. 9. 

Shasta, Shasta County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth I'uesdays in each month . 


OFFICERS s 


Daniel Potter Bystle, High Priest , 

John Varner Scott, King , 

William Ely Hopping, Scribe, 

Adolph Dobrowsky, CapL o/ tfie Host , 
Joseph Isaacs, Principal Sojourner , 
Jas. Freeman Scammon, 22. A. Captain , 


Charles Anderson, Master 3d Fail, 

Elijah Mason Dixon, Master 2d Vail , 
Alex’r Cartwright Swain, Master 1st Fad, 
David Weil, Treasurer , 

James Nathan Chappell, Secretary , 
Gnnther FredTc Charles Schroter, tfuard. 


Past High Priests t 

Whiting Griswold West, P. (?. H. P. Adolph Dobrowsky, 

Joseph Isaacs, George Carrnth Farqnhar. 


Allen, Mortimer Churbery 
Andrew, William 
Andrews, Alex. Robinson 
Anklin, Henry 
Chandler, Fred. Brewster 
Coleman, Adoram 
Cashing, John 
Garden, John William 
Goodberg, Francis William 
Greene, Thomas 
Gnptil, William Neal 


ROYAL ARCH MA8ON8 : 
Kiess, James Henry 
Lean, William 
Matlock, David 
Lord, Ulysses Richard 
Overmire, Charles Edwin 
Parker, William 
Pryor, Athanasius 
Reagan, James 
Reinecke, Christopher 
Ross, Herman Frederick 
Shnffleton, Hugh Hall 

WITHDRAWN s 
Newsbanm, A. B. C.— 1. 


Shnrtleff, Benjamin 
Souter, John 
Sweet, Henry Andrew 
Syme, John 
Taylor, Holloway 
Watson, William 
Webb, John Paxton 
Weil, Joseph 
Wheeler, Frank 
Wilson, Henry Ellis 
Wjmmer, James MoBes— 47. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Durant, Samnel W. .Tames, John Reese, Edward Ludwig— 5. 

Higginbotham, John Baptist Moore, Joseph 


SUTTER CHAPTER, No. 11. 

Jackson, Amador County. 

Stated Meetings , first Friday in each month . 


OFFICER9 i 


Henry Peck, High Priest , 

Robert Aitken, King , 

Charles Drake Burleson, Scribe, 

John Whitton Surface, Capt. of the Host , 
Abner Edw. Callanay, Prin . Sojourner , 
Henry Lynn Waldo, R . A. Captain, 


John Miss Campbell, Master of Zd Vait . 
Morris Brinn. Master of 2d Vail , 
William Smith, Master of 1st Vail , 
Peter Fagan, Treasurer, 

Alonzo King Dadley, Secretary , 
Philemon Cook, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 


James William Bicknell, 
Alvinza Hayward, 


Alexander Cartwright Joy, 
Henry Peck. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Adams, James 
Axtell, Samuel Beach 
Briggs, Samuel Green 
Bury, Daniel William 
Clute, Peter Alonzo 
Cosner, Robert 
Davies, David Thomas 
Dnnlap, Thomas 
Parley, James Thompson 
Fisk, Henry Mortimer 
Ford, Henry Darnell 
Hall, Henry Frank 
Henly, Jotham Specker 


Isaacs, Bernhard 
Kales, Martin W. 

Kelley, John Barnes 
Keys, John 
Levinsky, Mark 
Lutnesky, Vincent 
Manon, Samuel Sanford 
Me Lane, Laughlin 
Mehrtens, Daniel 
MiUiken, Jesse 
Newman, George 
Palmer, Eliphalet Charles 
Parkinson, Manuel Casado 


Post, John McDougal 
Ponndstone, Laurence Ryd 
Farrington. Columbus Alle 
Reichling, Peter 
Robinson, John Andrew 
Rose, Albert Henry 
Spagnolia, Duval Bennedetto 
Spagnolia, Sylvest’r Giovani 
Stewart, Horace Moulton 
Sutherland, William 
Walther, Otto 
Whitlacb, Daniel Henry 
Wolley, Eliphua Burt— 54. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : DIED : 

Bennitta, William— 1. Turner, Jesse Foot — 1. 


CALAVERAS CHAPTER, No. 12. 

SnelUnff, Merced County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICBRS i 


Charles Macmurdo Blair, High Priest , Nicholas Breen, Master of 3 d Vail, 

Frederick Becker, King, Silas March, Master of 2d Vail, 

William John Hart, Scribe, John Alex. Kendrick, Master of 1st VaiC, 

8amuel Mitchell Brown, Capt. of the Host, Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, Treasurer, 
Mark Howell, Principal Sojourner , William Seaman Weed, Secretary, 

Isaac Henry Jacobs, Royal Arch Captain, William Leland Means, Quot'd. 

Past High Priests t 

Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, . Charles Macmnrdo Blair. 


Adams, William 
Aiken, John McFee 
Bates, Samnel Claghorn 
Bradford, Abram Clark 
Delash mutt, Basil 
Dickinson, James Johnson 

Burchard, John Luther 


ROYAL ARCH MA80NS : 
Dickinson, Samnel 
Eagleson, Erastus 
Fuqua, John Woodson 
James, Henry George 
Lebright, Frederick 
Meany, Anthony James 

WITHDRAWN ; 
Jackson, Samuel Perry 
DIED : 

Floto, William-1. 


Rector, Eldridge Gerry 
Scott, Moses Heaton 
Silman, William Lewis 
Wallace, Erastus 
Welch, Peyton Young 
Welch, Lucilius Arthur — 30. 

Jamison, David Allison— 3 
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WASHINGTON CHAPTER, No. 13. 

Marysville, Tuba County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Fridays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

Charles E. Stone, High Priest, Victor Lewis Earnshields, Master $d Vail, 

Myer A. Marcuse, King, Arthur Gilman Drake, Master 2d Fait, 

Ell Teegarden, Scribe, Thomas Hugh Kernan, Master Is/ VaU, 

Joseph Lask, Captain of the Host, Marcus Marcuse, Treasurer , 

William Fletcher, Principal Sojourner, James Fred Eastman, Secretary, 

Edward Henry Hudson, 22. A. Ciptain, Thomas Weston Kent, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

Wm. Lee Lawrence Norman Dunning Rideout Edm’d Taylor Wilkins Chas. E. Stone* 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Arnold, David Elmore Dougall, Thomas Marker, Henry Bowman 

Barrie, John Ferguson Faulkner, Charles Mayoux, Antoine 

Belcher, Isaac Sawyer Fi'klns, Charles Edward McDaniel, Richard Harrison 

Belcher, Wm. Caldwell Foster, John Quincy Mcllmoil, John 

Bigelow, Marcus James Friend, William Mead, George Purdy 

Bingham, Atkins Clark Hamilton, Ebeuezer Merrill, Rufus Rowe 

Binuey, Andrew Jackson HAmlin, Norman Scott North, George 

Bockius, Charles George Harrington, Chris. Clarke Parks, William Henry 

Bonrne, George Jesse Harris, Isaac Thompson Patterson, Charles Milton 

Briggs, Joseph Warren Hartwell, William Hiscock Patton, John 

Bnrchard, John Luther Hatch, Francis Lewis Richardson, Geo. Strother 

Bnrgett, Henry Hathwell, Charles Aust Rogers, Samuel Josiah Smith 

Buttelmann, Frederick Heath, George Ross. Samnel Haws 

Carpenter, Geo. Washington Hochstadter, Simon Spear, An Irew Potter 

Chandler, Melvin L. Hogle, William Henry Stafford, Joshua 

Cheney, John Hudson, William Kendall Stratton, Cornelius Allen 

Cohen, Isaac Hunter, Enos Clark Swain, William Caldwell 

Cohen, William Hutchings, Samuel Cole. Tomb, Jacob 

Cohn, Bernhard Hutchinson. Samuel Walker, Charles Frederick 

Cook, Hermau Albert Jackson, William Walker, Louis Phillip 

Crittenden, John Dwight Jones, William Price White, Araasa Willey 

Crane, Lemuel Trescott Keser, Louis Whitebread, Wm. Cezar 

Cummins, 8amuel Keyser, Philip Walter Wilcoxon, Caleb Elisha 

Decker, Peter Logan, Andrew Dabney Willey, A masa Parker 

Dickey, James Thomas Lohse, Herman Woods, Matthew — 90. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Caldwell, Arthur Brooks Harris, Elisha A. Spaulding, Frank — 5. 

Gerkew, John Henry McNutt, John Fleming 

PAST MASTERS : 

Irwin, Alexander Cameron Warren, Jonas Halstead— 2. 

MARK MASTERS : 

Ellis, William Turner Traynor, James— 2. 
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WITHDRAWN : 

Heath, James Leech, Charles Thomas, Chas. L.— 5. 

Jones, George Foster Rhees, Henry Holcombe 

EXCLUDED : DIED : 

Sherwood, William Franklin— 1. Murphy, Charles H.— 1. 


HOWARD CHAPTER, No. 14. 

San Jose, Santa Clara County. 

Slated Meetings, fir st Wednesday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

George May, High Friest, Chas. Henry Arnold, Master of 3 d Vail 

Henry Olp Weller, King, Harvey Newton Rice, Master of 2d Vail , 

Jeremiah Yancy Brown, Scribe , Proctor R. Wells, Master of 1st Vail , 

Wilbur Justus Wilcox, Captain of the Host , Daniel Bohen, Treasurer , 

Sam’l Watson Boring, Principal Sojourner , Edward Faliis Spence, Secretary, 

Alonzo B. Hamilton, Royal Arch Captain , George Sim, Chaplain , 

Hugh Johnson Bradley, Guard. 


John Bankson Hewson, 


Andrews, H. L. 

Arnold, Austin 
Barling, Harry 
Bennett, Geo. Edmund 
Bishop, Samuel Addison 
Black, James Francis 
Bodley, Thomas 
Bradlee, Ezra Smith 
Brothers, Henry 
Dennis, Nelson 
Dunshee, Rollin 
Easterday, Solomon Warren 
Fallon, Thomas 
Garraud, Louis 
Gerdes, John Christian 
Hathaway, Daniel F. 


Past High Priests i 

Jared Turner, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Henklebein, Adam 
Holmes, Parker Butterfield 
Houghton, Henry Albert 
Hoyt, Amasa James 
Johnson, Samuel William 
Jones, Hugh Stevenson 
Joyce, William W. 

Keith, John Matthew 
Lenzen, Theodore 
Mayers, Christian 
Menefee, Joseph Jefferson 
McDougall, Giles Eggleston 
McKenzie, Donald 
McMurtry, William Sharpe 
Morey, Harvey Chapin 
Mott, Richard Fitzallen 


William Alex. January. 


Moser, Jacob 
Moyle, Isaiah 
Ohnstein, Oscar 
Peacock, Geo. Washington 
Reither, Jacob 
Roberts, Return 
Rowley, Albanus Beliger 
Rucker, Joseph Edmondson 
Sargent, James Pattee 
Spring, Thaddeus Warsaw 
Tobin, M. 

Tully, Edward C. 

Tully, Pleasant Briton 
Warthen, Albert S. 

Watson, James Hodges —63 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Lemons, James 


Deleval, Charles 


WITHDRAWN : 


Porter, John T.— 2. 


Ingham, James— 2. 
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CYRUS CHAPTER, No. 15. 

Trek*, Siskiyou County. 

Stated Meetings , second Tuesday in each month . 


OFFICERS t 


Alonzo Emery Raynes, High Priest , 
Samuel Pellet, King, 

Elijah Garrick, Scribe , 

, Captain of the Host, 

James Vance, Principal Sqjoui'ner , 
Cartis Hooper Pyle, R. A. Captain, 


And. Jackson Fabricias, Master 3d Fail, 
Jargen Osterman, Master 2d Vail, 
William Peters, Master 1st Vail, 
William McConnell, Treasurer, 

John Morris Walbridge, Secretary, 
Francis Dnmas, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

Daniel Ream, Edgar Walcott Potter, Alonzo Emery Raynes. 

Abisha Swain, James Vance, 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Acuff, Joseph Christopher 
Brown, Mitchell Alexander 
Barns, Albert Vanderbilt 
Caro , Isidor 
Champlin, Orin 
Crooks, Andrew Donaldson 
Davis, Charles 
Diggles, James Alden 
Doney, William Kise 
Doten, John Silas 
Doten, Josiah Wilson 
Durand, George 
Fairchilds, John 
Farrington, Stephen 


Hansen, Hans 
Haserick, Anton 
Hassenauer, John Nichols 
Heard, Elijah Hice 
Horn, David 
H use man, Louis 
Jones, John Johnson 
Knights, George Horace 
Lang, Joseph, Jr. 

Lytle, James Alexander 
McBride, John Walter 
Monet, Louis 
Morgan, William Henry 

WITHDRAWN: 


McConanghy, James 
Newton, Joel 
Nichols, Henry 
Owens, Alexander 
Pfenninger, Herman 
Riley, Francis 
Rogers, Franklin Augustas 
Shaw, David Henry 
Smith, George 
Steward, Samuel Jonathan 
Stow, Solomon Erab 
Vogan, James 
Wadsworth, Henry— 54. 


Bisbee, William 


Lanphier, Gilbert— 2. 


SUSPENDED FOR UNMASONIO CONDUCT : 
Paul, John Wenzell— 1. 


8U8PKNDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8 : 


DIED : 


Jackson, Eugene James— 1. 


Travelli, Charles— 1. 


ST. JAMES CHAPTER, No. 10. 

Plaoervllle, El Dorado County. 


Staled Meetings, first Wednesday in each month. 

OFFICERS t 


George Heirn Gilbert, High Priest, 
Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, King, 

Charles Broad, Scribe, 

Ralph J. Van Voorhies, Capt. of the Host, 
Thos, John Caystile, Principal Sojourner , 
Nelson Henry Marry, Royal Arch Captain, 


Charles Joseph Cello, Master of 3d Vail, 
And. Jackson Kennedy, Master 2d Vail , 
Geo. Granville Blanchard, MasL 1 stVail, 
Gnissepee, Roller!, Treasurer, 

Thomas Fraser, Secretary, 

Charles John Arvidson, Guard, 
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Fred’k Ferd. Bares, 


Past High Priests • 

George Heirn Gilbert, Robert Chalmers. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Baber, Andrew Jackson 
Barlow, Geo. Washington 
Blakely, Album James 
Boop, John Daniel 
Chalmers, George 
Christie, Andrew Jackson 
Crowder, Jeremiah Jacksa 
Gelwicks, Daniel William 


Hamel, Henry 
Hertel, Charles H. E. 
Hopkins, Lemuel B. 
Hume, James Bunyan 
Levan, Daniel Webster 
Levy. Joseph 
i Lohry, Adam 
Norton, Daniel E. 


Pierce, Charles Caleb 
Plumado, Frank Hilair 
Raphael, Henry Daniel 
Stewart, William Wallace 
Taghtmier, Frederick 
Tnrman, Byron Isaac 
Yerozza. Marco— 37. 


PAST MA8TERS ; 


Danty, Paul 


Mack, George Franklin— 2. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Meachem, Benjamin— 1. 


DIED: 

Roy, John— 1. 


LIB ANUS CHAPTER, No. 17. 

Iowa Hill, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS I 


James Ross, High Pi'iest , 

James Jasper Rich, King, 

Adams Barrett, Scribe, 

Wm. Whipple Poole, Captain of the Host , 
John Floyd Van Divier, Prin. Sojourner , 
Jona. Mitchell Smith, 22. A. Captain t 


James Weaks Chinn, Mastered Vail , 
Henry Stemple, Master 2d Vail, 

John Henry Mitchell, Master 1st Vail , 
Edward George Spencer, Treasurer, 
John Butler, Secretary, 

John Schmitt, Guard . 


William Clinton Rich, 


Cameron, William 
Eddiogs, Geo. Franklin 
Develey, Henry K. 
Gonld, Willis Fish 
Hughs, Richard Rogers 


Past High Priests i 

James Dods, 
ROYAL AROH MASONS : 
Jacobs, James Munroe 
Jones, Jehoaikim 
Jones, Owen 
Just, John Peter 


James Ross. 


Lewis, Robert 
Mill, William 
Smith, William 
White, William K.-27. 


Mitchell, Edward— 2. 


MARK MASTERS : 
Leighton, Augustus Lord 

WITHDRAWN : 

Ladd. Horace Comstock— 1. 
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GRASS VALLEY CHAPTER, No. 18. 

6nM Valley, Nevada County. 


Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month, 

OFFICERS i 


Reuben Leech, High Priest , 

Edward Cole mao, King , 

James Gluyas, Scribe , 

Daniel Keodig, Captain of the Host , 
John Lawrence, Principal Sojourner , 
Orlando Stoddard, Royal Arch Captain , 


Jonathan Converse Clough, Master 3d Votf, 
John Newton Major, Master 2d Fdii, 
Thomas Cross, Master \st Vail, 

Wm. Kenyon Spencer, Treasurer, 

William Smith, Secretary , 

Alexander Burnie, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 


Alfred Barrett Dibble, 

Anderson, Robert 
Angove, John 
Bann, John Frederick 
Binklemaa, David 
Boden, Thomas 
Bryan, John Albion 
Bryant, William Henry 
Clift, William 
Coleman, John Crisp 
Combe, William 
Dorsey, John Jacob 
Fairhurst, Geo. Washington 
Farrell, James Alexander 
Findley, Thomas 
Fricot, Jules 
Gad, Bernard 
Gilhsm, Samuel Marion 


William McCormick, 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Glass, Schenck 
Goddard, Joseph 
Goad, John Cornelias 
Green, Milton 
Grymes, George Anderson 
Hand, William Dawson 
Halleck, Joseph 
Hatch, Martin Payne 
Lathrop, Solomon 
Martin, Joseph 
Mitchell, Charles Henry 
Mitchell, William Henry 
Morris, Jacob 
Nathan, Benjamin 
Noall, James 
Noel, Richard 
Noonan, Patrick 4 

PAST MASTER8 : 


Alex. Bnchanan Brady. 

Price, Briscoe Hugh 
Rhatigan, John 
Roberts, Edmund Wilson 
8anders, John 
Saxon, Edward 
Saxon, James 
Simpson, James 
Smith, Charles Woolson 
Stephens, Henry Randall 
Stokes, William Charles 
Thompson, John Burns 
Treme wan, James 
Vincent, George 
Walker, Thomas Rolla 
Watt, William 

Whiting, Edw. Houston— 65. 


Delano, Alonzo Mansau, Zephaniah — 2. 

MARK MASTERS : 

Coffee, William R. Weaver, George— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 


Shamp, Thomas B.— 1 . 


TRINITY CHAPTER, No- 19. 

Weaverville, Trinity County. 

Stated Meetings , second and last Tuesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS • 


Wiley James Tinnin, High Priest, 

Ole Christian Christianson, King, 

Wm. David Sutherlin, Scribe, 

John Clifton Mason, Captain of the Host, 
Jas. Madison Pickett , Principal Sojourner , 
Joel Chilton Wood, R. A. Captain, 


Gotlieb Fred’k Diener, Master 3d Vail, 
Jacob Paulsen, Master 2d Vai l , 

David Harden, Master lsf VaU, 
William Cashing Given, Treasurer , 
Morris Franklin Griffin, Secretary , 

John August Charles Goering, Guard. 
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Past High Priests i 

Wiley James Tinnin, John Clifton Mason. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Black, Peter Peterson Miller, Thomas Love Raab, Loais 

McGillivray, Joseph Musser, John Ruch, Michael— 18. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Flowers, John Buchanan Scofield, Tracy— 2. 

DIED : 

Noroross, Oliver H. Perry— 1. 


FRANKLIN CHAPTER, No. 20. 

OrovlUe, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month . 

OFFICERS t 

Thomas Callow, High Priest , Loais Simons, Master 3 d FaiZ, 

Charles Fayette Lott, King, 8t. John Jackson, Master 2d Vaii , 

Charles Burroughs, Scribe , Ebenezer Morrison Sparks, MastAst Vail , 

John Boughton Hewitt, Capt. of the Host, James Monroe Vance, Treasurer , 
Geo.Clement Perkins, Principal Sojourner, Arthur McDermott, Secretary , 

David King Perkins, Royal Arch Capt . Abram B. Gallinger, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

George Clement Perkins, Thomas Jarrett Jenkins, 

Arthur McDermott, George Henry Crosette. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Grosvenor, Daniel Wells Rollins, Daniel Fletcher 
Hamlin, George Laurence Ruggles, Elijah Starr 
Harris, Jahial Stearns, Amos Kies 

Hassinger, Andrew Jackson Wagner, Frank 
Helntz, Thibaud Wardwell, James A. 

Hida, Jehu Wells, Michael Henry 

Handley, Patrick Oglesby West, Miers Barton 
Mitchell, John Constantine Young, Henry G. — 40. 

Plum, Nathaniel Dunbar 

MARK MASTERS : 

Kinney, John Leander Spaulding, And. Jackson— 2. 
WITHDRAWN : 

Bidwell, John Cochrane, Rufas Mycagah Peacock, James R. 

Bloch, Joseph Gaskill, Rollin Carolus Wetherbee, Ira— 8. 

Chamberlain, Aaron L. Pond, Charles Lewis 


Thomas Callow, 

Charles Fayette Lott, 

Beall, John 

Becker, Frederick John 
Berry, John S. 
Branscomb, John 
Buchanan, Philander 
Chappel, Wallace Homer 
Dempsey, John J. 

Dyer, Geo. Washington 
Faulkner, Thomas 

PAST MASTER: 
Bean, Jackson— 1. 
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SIERRA CHAPTER, No. 21. 

Downiewille, Sierra County. 

Slated Meetings, Saturday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS t 

William Thompson Lather, High Priest , Joseph Berg, Master 3 d Vail , 

Benjamin Pauly, King , Valentine Hartling, Master 2d Vail, 

Edwin Ransom Davis, Scribe , William Adam Parish, Master 1st Fait, 

Alexander Thom, Captain of the Host, Ernst Kruse, Treasurer , 

Wm. Henry Gunsolu s, Principal Sojourner , William Ryan, Secretary , 

Hiram George Weir, Royal Arch Captain , Samuel Alleman, Guard. 

Past High Priettsi 

Lewis Reynolds, Washington Cicero Dond, Edwin Ransom Davis, 

Henry Warner, William Thompson Luther, Alemby Jnmp. 

ROTAL ARCH MASONS : 

Abbey, George Henry Eschbacker, Frantz Antoine, Riley, William Engene 

Asher, Alex. Branch Grippen, Erastns Mortimer Ross, John 

Bernhard, Lewis Hanley , William A. Shawness, John 

Black, Alexander Higgins, Edward Silverwood, John 

Bosch, Angnst Christopher Koutz, John Smith, Thomas 

Corbett, Miles S. Langstaff, Matthew Stewart, Samnel Curtis 

I Corcoran, James Parsons, Nathan Thatcher, Peter 

! Crane, Lauren Elliot Pratt, Leonidas E. Thomas, Henry 

Creveling, Elemuel N. L. Pnrdy, Henry Haddon Wilkins, William— 15. 

Crooks, James Brown Pnrdy, Solomon 

PAST MASTER s WITHDRAWN : 

Martin, George C— 1. Anderson, John — 1. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OP DUE8 : 

Bowers, Thos. Jefferson Hackett, Francis Marion Kinney, Julias 

Clements, Qnincy Adams Johnson, James Augustas Mitchell, David W 6. 

DIED : 

Hughes, William— 1. 

> 

PETALUMA CHAPTER, No. 22. 

Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

James Haline Knowles, Master 3d Fait, 
Achille Kahn, Master 2d Vail, 
Alexander Lackey, Master 1st Fait, 
Joseph Martin Bowles, Treasurer, 

Oscar Valentine Walker, Secretary , 
James Singley, Guard. 


Benjamin Franklin Tattle, High Pnest, 
Simon Conrad, King, 

William Carpenter, Scribe, 

Hiram Fayette Taft, Captain of the Host 
Josiah Horace Crane, Principal Sojourner, 
John Boyd Christie, Royal Arch Captain, 

9 
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Put High Priests* 

Jynes Singley, Joshua Lester Bond, 

Thomas Jefferson Graham, Benjamin Franklin Tuttle. 

BOYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Anderson, James Wright 
Anderson, Wm. Lafayette 
Biehler, William 
Bond, William Hammet 
Carder, Dennison Delos 
Clonett, Henry Felix 
Dreyfoss, Edward 
Fairbanks, Hiram Tobbert 
Farley, Francis Hall 
Farmer, Elijah Thompson 
Galvin, Micah Jonah C. 
Gerlock, Lewis 


Heineken, Herman Albi 
Hendley, John 
Holden, William 
Hoffman, Adam Joseph 
Hnie, George William 
Hnie, John Thompson 
Jorgenson, Jess 
Knffel. Isaac 
Maguire, James Foster 
Malott, Leonard Coatsworth 
Merritt, John 

MARK MAfftKR : 

Hayes, B. K.— 1. 


Nace, Edward Joseph 
Overton, Albert Perry 
Pierce, Abram Jewell 
Preston, Richard Milne 
Ross, William 
Schroyer, Aaron 
Shaver, John 
Shone, Thomas 
Stockwell, Mnrenos Vincent 
Tempel, Conrad 
Thompson, Jefferson— 48. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Albertson, Erick Jensen Fike, Nathan 


Biley, Amo*— 4. 


OLIVER CHAPTER, No. 23. 

Forest Hill, Placer Gouty. 

Stated meeting i, Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS t 


James Russell Glover, High Priest, 

Joseph Trail Middleton, King, 

Richard Williams, Scribe, 

Ambrose Hall Cowden, OapL of the Host , 
William Krysher, Principal Sojourner , 
Joel Franklin Smith, Royal Arch Captain, 


James Borland, Mastered Vail, 
Peyton Powel, Master 2 d Vail, 

Jacob Lock Welker, Master 1st Vai l, 
Simeon Sylvester Willard, Treasurer, 
Jacob Warwick Byrd, Secretary, 
Franklin Walker Allen, Guard. 


Russell Parkhurst, 


James Russell Glover. 


Allen, John E. 

Breece, Abram 
Carter, John Franklin 
Cox, Richard 
Cravens, Robert Oscar 
Davis, John Floyd 
Dewey, Charles Hichcock 
Fast, John Henry Adolph 


BOYAL ARCH MASON8 : 
Goff, Abner W. 

Hosmer, Daniel Mansfield 
Hosmer, Thomas Norwood 
Huntley, Ashley 
Johnson, Magnies 
Jones, John D. 

Lind, Charles 
Morton, Geo. Washington 

RESTORED : 


Nelson, Edward Peter 
Penman, Wm. Alexander 
Sham, Warren Cassius 
Shields, Wm Sterret 
Tickle, John 
Tubbs, Martin Barnum 
White, Walter Raleigh— 36. 


Shain, Warren Cassius 


Stevens, Ward 8.-2. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Stevens, Ward S. — 1. 


EXCLUDED : 
Manse, Matthew— 1. 
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LA FAYETTE CHAPTER, No. 24. 

Camptonwille, Tub* County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS i 

Richard Munt, High Priest, Silas Sherman Baker, Master 3d Vail, 

William Walker Gibson, King, Charles O’Hara, Master 2d VaU, 

William Alex. Meek, 8cribe, Isaac Elias, Master 1st VaU, 

David Henry Landecker, CapL of the Host, Josiah Perkins Brown, Treasurer, 

Benj. Threlkeld O’ Rear, Prin. Sojourner, James Aruott, Secretary , 

Valentine Cook McMarray, R. A. Captain, Joshoa Hatchings Variel, Guard. 

Past High Priestst 

Joshua Hatchings Variel, Valentine Cook McMarray. 
Benj. Tbrelkeld O’Rear, 

ROYAL ARCH MA80NS : 

Dickinson, Barney Hawley Spencer, Stephen 
Hassell, Peter Walton, George Wash’n — 18 . 

WITHDRAWN : 

Van Rensselaer, Philip Stephen.— 1. 


Josiah Perkins Brown, 
Richard Munt, 

Baxter, John 
Beaman, John Henry 


GEORGETOWN CHAPTER. No. 25. 

Georgetown, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings, Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS t 


Henry Warren Russell, High Priest , 
Solomon Adam Berry, King, 

Harry Kelly, Scribe, 

Reuben Rich Wiley, Captainof the Host , 
Samael Doncaster, Principal Sojourner , 
Wm. Carey Anderson, Roped Arch Captain, 


John Dodd Skinner, Master 3d VaU, 
James Moon, Master 2d VaU, 

Isaac Priestly Jackson, Master 1st Fail, 
Samuel Jemraison Alden, Treasurer, 
Richard Doncaster, Jr., Secretary, 

Chas. Langley, Guard. 


Richard Doncaster, Jr., 
William Roush, 


Past High Priests t 

John Ernest Knnkler, 
Samael Doncaster, 


Henry Warren Rnssell. 


Armstrong, Thomas Z. 
Beattie, George 
Benjamin, De Witt C. 
Carter, John E. 

Crawford, Ellison Lassell 
Davison, John P. 

Downs, John L. 

Dnnahoo, Wm. Washington 
Epps, Tinsley Barton 

WITHDRAWN : 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Fillipini, Rinaldo 
Fleishman, Jacob 
Hawks, Zeeb Cortez 
Hunter, Geo. Washington 
Lagerson, Frederick 
Lawyer, John Jay 
Markle, John Alexander 
McMnrry, Jas. Douglass 


Nye, Samuel Porter 
Pedrini, Cipriano 
Pedrini, Massimino 
Prince, Dtfniel 
Simpers, Geo. Washington 
Spencer, Willis Eugene 
Wade, John 

Watson, Elijah Harper— 39. 
EXCLUDED : 


Robinson, Jeremiah— 1. 


Thomas, William L. 
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OAKLAND CHAPTER, No. 20. 

Q»kU»d, Alameda County. 

Staled Meetings, first and third Thursdays in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


George Mansfield Blake, High Priest , 
Thatcher Peter Wales, King , 

John Macklin Miner, Scribe, 

Stephen Nolan, Captain of the Host, 
William H. Irwin, Principal Sojourner, 
Panl Henry Oordes, Royal Arch Captain , 


John Henry Evers, Master 3 d Vail , 
Christian Bag ge. Master 2 d VaU, 
Francis K. bh attack, Master 1st Vail, 
Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, Treasurer , 
Benjamin Akerly, Secretary, 

Walter Prosser, (not a member) Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, John Macklin Miner, 

Benjamin Akerly, Isaac Ernest Nickelson. 


Ayers, William Henry 
Bagley, William Patrick 
Beal, Bnfus, Jr. 

Beasell, James 
Beoht, Joseph 
Bell, Samuel Bookstaver 
Block, Emanuel David 
Brown, Rosenwell Jackson 
Caddy, John 
Carrick, John Willard 
Chapman, Lemuel G. 
Chisholm, John 
Cooley, James Munro 
Coo ms, Henry 
Crane, William Watrous 
Cushing, Clinton 
Delger, Frederick 
Dieves, Joseph 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Elliott, Matthew 
Estrado, Frederick 
Fenn, John Lewis 
Gab, William Moor 
Geischen, John 
Greenhood, Jacob 
Harwood, Wm. Douglass 
Havens, Henry Herman 
Henninger, Frederick 
Hiilebrand, Henry 
Hirshberg, Samuel 
Hitchcock, Henry Elisha 
Hobbs, Levit Moses 
Howe, Micha Mead 
Jansen, Ernest F. George 
Kyte, James Carter 
Lentell, James 

MARK MASTER : 

Reed, Charles H.— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 


Mann, Benj. Franklin 
Maloon, Benjamin 
McKee, Samuel Bell 
McMillen, Robert 
Minor, James O. 

Rector, Ledwell James 
Searing, William 
Seddon, James 
8bimon, John Lewis 
Smith, Elzaphan Ithamon 
Tickner, Daniel 
Trogden, Willy H. 

Yan Voorhies, William 
Warner, Franklin 
Watkins, Leonard 
Wheelan, A la ns on 
Zabel, Julius— 64. 


Alexander, Henry 


Jahn, Henry— 3. 




J 


A 
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DELTA CHAPTER, No. 27. 

Auburn, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS • 

Benjamin Franklin Myers, High Priest , William Henry Mullen, Master 3d Vail, 

Edward Frederick Holley, King, John McBride, Master 3d VaU, 

Benjamin Dnlaney Dnnham, Scribe, Mahlon Waldron, Master 1st Vail , 

John Riggs Crandall, Captain of Vie Host, Francis Antone Lax, Treasurer, 
Jonathan D. Pratt, Principal Sojourner, David Wa. Lnbeck, Secretary, 

Thomas Jamison, Royal Arch Captain, Qera B. Predmore, Guard. 

Pa at High Priests i 

John RiggB Crandall, Benj. Franklin Myres. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS s 

Applegate, Geo.Washingon, Laven, James Andrew Stonecipher, Isaac 
Harper, Thos. Bnrrill 8hepard, H. M. Wardwell, J arias V.— 20. 

Hell wig, Charles Smith, Edward Gay 

PAST MASTER: 

Magaire, Lucias — 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Agan, John Bcott Sexton, William Webber, Mack— 3. 

EXCLUDED : 

Hale, James Ellery — 1. 


STOCKTON CHAPTER, No. 28. 

Stoclcton, San Joaquin County. 

Stated Meetings, fourth Tuesday in each month. 

« OFFICERS i 

Thomas Kent Hook, High Priest, Jno. Robt Scott JackBon, Master 3d Vail, 

Alexander Chalmers, King, Edward Scott, Master 2d Vail, 

Joseph Mills Cavis, Scribe, Willard Franklin Fletcher, M 1st VaU, 

Geo. Alex. McKenzie, Captain of the Host, James Littlehale, Treasurer , 

Henry Coffin 8haw, Principal Sojourner, Lemuel Elisha Lyon, Secretary , 

William Graham, Royal Arch Captain, Thomas Driver, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

Isaac Sntvene, P. G. H. P. Timothy Winn Newell, 

William Abraham Davies, P. D. G. H. P. Gilbert Barnett Claiborne, 

Royal Bellows Parker, Edward Richard Hedges. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Bargton, Peter Bertrand, Louis Bnrkett, Alexander 

Barada, Laurent Bond, Morris Hartwell Choate, Thomas Baker 

Belding/ Charles Brown, Philip Thomas Cooper, Calvin Savage 

Beritzhoff, Alex. Charles Brntschy, Charles Cutting, Lewis Morrison 
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Daly, John 

Daniels, James Moore 
Dorraoce, Henry Tully 
Dyke, Ozro D. 

Eld ridge, Edward Duane 
Eldridge, Samuel 
Elliott, Lyman Weston 
Ely, BenJ. Ezra Stiles 
Evans, George Spofford 
Fanning, Howard Malcom 
Fraser, Philip Barry 
Grissim, Henry 
Hickman, Edward 
Hodgkins, Henry 
Houston, William James 
Hume, James 
Ireland, Elias 


Hampton, Columbus 


Ivory, Charles Oscar 
Kelsey, John Milton 
Keeler, Wm. Henry 
Kingsley, James Forman 
Langford, Benj. Franklin 
Meinecke, Frederick 
Milco, Nicola 
Moun^joy, George Lewis 
Munter, August Fred. Wm. 
Orr, Nelson Mills 
Peters, Joseph D. 

Roberts, John Arthur 
Roseman, Frederick 
Rothenbush, Peter 
Sargent, Henry Sumner 
Sedgwick, John 
Seilnacht, Frank 

RESTORED: 

Tilden, William P.— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Tilden, William P. 

DED FOR NON-PAYMENT 
Gage, Orris C.— 1. 


Selden, James Richard 
Seldner, Jacob Joseph 
Sheeran, John 
Shurtleff, Geo. Augustus 
Smith, James Caldwell 
Stamper, William B. 
Stevens, Eben Shepard 
Stewart, Frank 
8tockton, Elias Alonzo 
Swain, Cornelius 
Taylor, Ed. Hy. Courtnay 
Thresher, Minord Sprague 
Tilghman, George 
Vance, John Anderson 
Wilhoit, Roley Early 
Wilson, Thomas 
Zimmerman, John A. — 81. 


Young, William Aberto — 3. 
F DUES : 


MANZANITA CHAPTER, No. 29. 

North Sms Joan, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Friday in each month . 


OFFICERS • 


John 8torer McBride, High Priest, 

George Cummings Spooner, King , 

William Huff, Scribe , 

Reginald Powell, CapL of the Host, 

Elias Bramon Harris, Principal Sojourner , 
Frank Napoleon Morris, R . A . Captain , 


John McCoy, Master ofSd Vail, 

Alonzo Willis Ovett, Master of 2 d Vail , 
Patriok Henry Butler, Master of 1st Vail, 
John Ambrose Seely, Treasurer, 

Martin Van Buren Chapman, Secretary, 
William Dunning, Guard. 


P*st High Priests t 

John Ambrose Seely, Joseph Cook, 

George Washington Perkins, John Benedict Hunter. 


% 


Abbott, Charles Atwood 
Ayer, Lonard Barney 
Beard, James Edward 
Bell, Vincent George 
Buhring, Lewis 
Cadwallader, Niraxn 
Chisholm, James 
Cooke, Joseph Bailey 
Cull, Henry 


ROYAL AROH MASONS : 
Cunard, James Henry 
Efflnger, John Henry 
Fitter, John 
Freeman, Thomas 
Forth, Jacob 
Gitchell, Hiram 
Henderson, David 
Hillard, Samuel Robert 
Inder, Job Staples 


Ipson, Hans 
Jepson, Jacob 
Kenney, Henry Lee 
McDonald, And. Jackson 
McMurry, Robert 
McNulty, Henry 
Morgan, John Thomarf 
Noblet, William Berry 
Phillips, Reuben 
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Pollard, Charles Joseph Swan, Anson Burlingame Tucker, Joseph Bernard 
• Powell, Sidney Trainor, James Mo Wade Westerfleld, Wm. Jackson 

Rich, Henry Hudson Trood, William — 50. 

WITHDRAWN : 

La Sure, William Henry Powell, Alfred— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Burnett, Charles— 1. 


NAPA CHAPTER, No. 30. 

Napa, Napa County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Fridays in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


Ralph Ellis, High Priest, 

Bee by Robinson, King, 

Wm. Corbinos Bchanck Smith, Scribe, 
Robert Crouch, Captain of the Host, 
Henry Hay Knapp, Principal Sojourner, 
Daniel Burrel Parks, Royal Arch Captain, 


William Andrews, Master 3d Vail, 

Wm. Henry Holiday, Master 2d VaR, 
Chas. Nicholas Everets, Master 1st VaR, 
Peter Van Bever, Treasurer, 

Lewis Marion Qprwin, Secretary, 

Amos Smith Knapp, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

Henry Hay Knapp, 


Armstutz, Henry Louis 
Briggs, Sebra 
Brown, Edgar 
Brown, William Reed 
Carver, Dimsdill Burr 
Clark, Samuel Gillman 
Ellis, Frederick Plummer 

Fisher, William Frederick 


ROYAL ABCH MASONS 
Farmer, William 
Ford, George Wellman 
Getz, Marcus 
Haas, David Leopold 
Mecklenburg, Joseph 
Olmstead, George Henry 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 
Horstmeyer, Henry Conrad 


Robert Cronch. 

Ritchie, Silas 
Sampson, Andrew 
Say ward, James Wheaton 
Sterling, Robert Henry 
Tucker, Thomas Jefferson 
Wines, Chas. Buckley— 31. 


Jackson, John A.— 3. 


PAST MASTER : 


MARK MASTER: 


Wright, John Ripley— 1. 


Hoover, John— 1. 


WITHDRAWN : SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES 

Cogland, John Maxwell— 1. Haas, Martin Lather Stillwagon, Wm. Wilson— 2. 


' MARTINEZ CHAPTER, No. 31. 

Harttan, Contras Coat* County. 

Stated Meetings, Monday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS a 


Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer, High Priest, 
Daniel Fraser, King, 

Warren Brown, Scribe, 

Wm. Henry Buckley, Captain of the Host, 
Isador Weiss, Principal Sojourner, 
Solomon Newberger, Royal A. Captain, 


William Girvan, Master 3d Vail, 
Ernest Delplace, Master 2d VaR, 
John Tocker, Master 1st VaR, 

Simon Blum, Treasurer , 

George Atwood Sherpian, Secretary, 
Benjamin Coffin Tamer, Guard. 
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Past High Priests i 

Thomas Allen Brown, William Morrill Hales, 

Hiram Mills, Lewis Cass Witte nraeyer. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Hard, Roswell Bart 
Lambert, Hiram 
Mathews, Felix A. 
Moore, John AdamB 
O’Brien, John Conlin 


Baldwin, Barry 
Bradbnry, William I. 

Classen, Henry 
Doughty, William 
Fassett, Harry Wallbridge 
Gallagher, Henry clay 
Gray, James 

PAST MASTER: 

Walker, James Toomay — 1. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 
Cordell, John— 1. 


Shreeve, Benjamin 
Slits, John 
Swain, George A. 
Troy, John Henry 
Wall, George 


Buggies, Charles Augustas Wiggins, George— 35. 
Shepard, Mark 

MARK MASTER: 
Fernandez, Bernado — 1. 
EXCLUDED : 

Cruikshank, Wm. Thompson— 1. 


LOS ANGELES CHAPTER. No. 33. 


Los Angelea, Los Angelei County. 

Stated Meetings, second Monday in each month . 


OFFICERS i 

Morris Moritz, Master of 3cZ Fail, 


John Quincy Adams Stanley, High Priest , 
Henry Sayre Orme, King , 

Francis Pling Fisk Temple, Scribe , 

Samuel Calvert Toy, Capt. of the Host , 
Thomas Edwin Rowan, Prin. Sojourner , 
Samuel Prager, Royal Arch Captain, 


Geo. Rawson Butler, Master of 2d Vail , 
Chris. Columbus Higby, Master lsi Vail, 
Samuel Mayer, Treasurer, 

James Franklin Burns, Secretary , 
Herman Neidecken, Guard. 


Past High Priest t 
Abraham Wolf Edelman. 


Alanson, Horace S. 
Bennett, Silas 
Buffum, Wm. Mansfield 
Burdick, Thomas H. 
Bruning, Henry Nathaniel 
Barrows, Henry Dwight 
Branson, Anson 
Chapman, William Smyth 
Clement, Michael 
Davis, Philip 
Downey, John Gately 
Fleishman, G. 

Glenn, James N. 

Goller, John 
Hamilton, Henry 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
Hammel, Henry 
Hewitt, Eldridge Ed. 
Holms, Arthur Child 
Holms, James G. 

Horan, Andrew 
JackBon, Robert Everett 
Jacoby, Herman 
Jeager, Lewis J. F. 
Johnson, Phillip Fred’k 
Kohler, Henry • 

Lam bo urn, Fred. 
Lazzarovich, John 
Lecouvreur, Frank 
Levy, Michael 
Martin, William Thomas 


Narbourne, Nath! Andrews 
Parcels, H. S. 

Phelps, E. Charles 
Portugal, Adolph 
Rich, Joseph Anderson 
Reed, John 

Reynolds, John Jefferson 
Rolfe, Henry Cowan 
Sainsevain, Michel 
Stanway, T. S: 

Sweetzer, Charles C. 
Thompson, Peter 
Weil, Jacob 
Weston, Benjamin S. 
Workman, William— 58. 
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WITHDRAWN : 

Bohen, Daniel Dunlap, Elijah K. Hayes, Russell Thayer— 3. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Hobbs, Alexander Wm. Taft, Harley Turner, John— 3. 

DIED : 

Ballard, William M.— 1. 


ALTURAS CHAPTER, No. 84. 

La Porte, Plumas County. 

Stated Meetings, first Saturday in each m o nth. 


OFFICERS > 


Nathan Hosmer Stone, High Priest, 
8amuel Thompson Brewster, King, 
Peter R. Meikle, Scribe, 

Abel McFarland, Captain of the Host, 
Edwin Stone, Principal Sojourner, 
Elias Anderson, R . A. Captain, 


John Hiram Thomas, Master 3 d Vail, 
George Patterson, Master 2d Vail , 
John Donglass, Master 1st Vail, 

Alex. Hill Crew, Treasurer , 

Dixon Brabban, Secretary , 

Roderick Sutherland, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Benj 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 


Abel McFarland, 

Chittenden, Henry Hatfield 
Descombes, Francis 
Hart, Anthony Henry 
Hendel, Charles Henry 
Hill, Maxwell Gaddis 
Jenkins, John Wesley 


Jones, Joseph Tnjckman 
Lloyd, John Preston 
Meikle, William 
Robinson, John Rose 
Sammons, Benj. Jacob 
Schofield, Mark 


smin Wilcox Barnes. 

Schofield. Miles 
Small. Jacob 
Smith, Charles 
Stover, John Emmet 
Ward, William-30. 


NAVAL CHAPTER, No. 35. 

Vallejo, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , second Wednesday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 


Osgood Hilton, High Priest , 

Alexander Hopkins Hichborn, King, 
Charles Daly, Scribe, 

Jonathan Bond, Capt. of the Host, 

Philip And’w Doyle, Principal Sojourner , 
Benjamin Benas, Royal Arch Captain, 


Albion Paris Wilson, Master of 3d Vail, 
Thos. Jefferson Crowley Jtfaster 2d Vail, 
John Thompson, Master of Is* Vait, 
Edward Thompson Starr, Treasurer, 
Frank W. Cushing, Secretary, 

Henry Stahl, Quot'd. 


Past High Priests t 

John Mills Browne, Mattison Myers, Philip Andrew Doyle. 
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Atkinson, Geo. Frederick 
Brown, Frank Edward 
Brown, Boswell Homer 
Brace, Henry 
Barmeister, Fred’k Martin 
Carter, James 
Carter, William 
Chandler, Robert 
Drake, Frank 
Dyer, Colombia 
Edgcombe, Jos. Collins 
Falls, Richard James 
Frey, John 
Frisby, Wm. Edward 
Garland, Francis 
Gnffy, Alexander 
Canning, Alfred Henry 
Haas, Solomon Leon 


ROYAL ABOH MASONS : 
Halim, Christian Theo. B. 
Harkison, Charles 
Harrington, Daniel 
Henderson, Orrington Lnnt 
Higson, Fred’k Delmer 
Hilborn, Samuel Greely 
Hillier, Herman Theodore 
Hilton, Eben 
Hogan, JameB Rines 
Holmes, Ensign Kimball 
Mallett, George Fayettte 
Michael, Geo. Washington 
Miller, Rudolph 
Moden, Erick Gabriel 
Morse, Charles Alonzo 
Phillips, James 
Plaisted, George Pomroy 

HOST EXCELLENT MASTER 
Hickie, Wiliiam W. — 1. 


Porter, Thomas Alex. 
Powell, Abraham 
Robinson, Jno. Buckingham 
Root, Wm. Champion 
Ross, David Campbell 
Rounds, George 
Rutherford, David 
Know, Hiram King 
Titcomb, John Locke 
Toothaker, Harvey Purinton 
Topley, James 
Tripp, William Henry 
Voorhees, Albert Parsons 
Wilkins, James Malcolm 
Willats, Edward Albert 
Wilson, William C. 

Wright, Gilbert Lafayette 

— 86 . 


WITHDRAWN : 

Dwier, George Joseph McDougal, Charles J. Tyrell, John — 4. 

Hichbom, Philip, Jr. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8 : 

Barbour, Joseph H. King Miller, George Harrison Taylor, Byron Isaac 

Chapman, Joshuh L. Miller, Peter Brewer Woods, George Washington 

Mackey, Robert Wm. Rideout, Albert Thackster —8. 


ALAMEDA CHAPTER, No. 30. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Staled Meetings , secondhand fourth Thursdays in each month . 

OFFICERS t 

Nathan Weston Spaulding, High Priest, James Johnson Porter, Master 3 d Vail , 
Walter Yan Dyke, King , Ch. Boardman Rutherford, Master 2d Vail* 

Enoch Homer Pardee, Soribe , Solon Henry Mather, Master 1st Vail, 

Calvin Call Knowles, Capt. of the Host, Foster Berry Tarbett, Treasurer , 

Wm. James Gurnett, Principal Sojourner , James Edward Ingols, Secretary , 

Thomas Hamil Pinkerton, R. A. Captain , William Bowkerlngersoll, Guard. 

Past High Priests : 

Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, John Barton Harden, 

Alpheus Fuller Williams, Nathan Weston Spaalding. 

ROYAL AROH MASONS: 

Allardt, George Frederick Bigelow, Henry Holmes Cnnningham, Parian R. 
Arnold, Thomas Jefferson Benton, John Elliott Craib, William 

Batchelder, James Campbell, Fred’k McLean Crawford, John W. 
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Denis, Samuel William Howard, Charles Webb 
Durant, Henry Lagrange, Oscar Hugh 

Dnsenberry.Myr.Thompson Laidlaw, Walter 
Felton, John Brook Laing, John 

Fuller, A. L. Loring, George York 

Goodrich, J ohn Van Buren Mathews, Henry Edward 
Gordon, Jas. Smith Gilman Miller, J. Frank 
Hamilton, Lanrentine Miller, Robert Baird 
Haven, Charles Dwight Miller, William Henry 
Havens, John Prank] in Miller, William Noble 
Hawkett, Arthur Wellington Murphy, Thomas John 


Pasmore, ,Ed ward James 
Reichling, Francis 
Shorey, Albert 
Smith, George Frank 
Stewart, James T. 

Tubbs, Hiram 
Walker, George Russell 
Ward, Robert 
Watson, John B. 

Whitney, Geo. Edwin— 56. 


PAST MASTERS : 


WITHDRAWN : 


Emery, Joseph S. Harmon, John Brown— 2. 


Cole, Rector Elisha— 1. 


SILOAM CHAPTER, No. 37. 

CoUkx, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, fourth Ihihday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Jacob Hart Neff, High Priest, David Wright Willard, Master 3d Vai Z, 

Melvin Tyrus Gardner, King, Leopold Lobner, Master 2d Vail, 

James Beverly Hodgdon, Soribe, Wm. Brain bridge Storey, Master IstVail, 

Alex. Gibson Oliver, Capt. of the Host , Wm. Barrows Hayford, Treasurer , 

Isaac Tibbits Coffin, Principal Sojourner, Wanton Alfred Himes, Secretary , 

Nathan Weston Blanchard, B. A. Captain , Rufus Jenkins Talman, Guard. 

Past High Priest i 

Jacob Hart Neff, G. H. P. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Holmes, James 
Kopp, Charles Mann 
Kruger, Willfam Henry 
Lakamp, John Henry 
Murphy, Bernard 
Nichols, Thos. Jefferson 

WITHDRAWN : 

Freedman, Adolph— 1. 


Osborn, Robert Smith 
Parks, John Harvy 
Peden, Albert Oliver 
Thomas, Ephraim Marriner 
Thomas, John Young 
Vincent, Nicholas — 30. 


Allen, Lorenzo Thomas 
Bradley, Elisha Lafayette 
Cadnc, Leland 
Cloudman, Octavius King 
Endean, William 
Hackett, Henry 


SANTA CRUZ CHAPTER, No. 38. 

Santa Crus, Santa- Crus County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 


John Nelson Besse, High Priest , 

John Murray Brown, King, 

Pierce Bye Fagan, Scribe, 

Peter Richmond Hinds, Capt. of the Host, 
Bernhard Wise, Principal Sojourner, 
George Ulener Collins, B. A. Captain , 


John Morgan Smith, Master 3d Foil, 
John Day Chase, Master 2d Vaxt, 
Richard Harrison Hall, Master 1st Vail, 
Samnel Arnold Bartlett, Treasurer , 
Samnel Wallace Blakely, Secretaty, 
Edmund Wellington, Guard . 
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Pact High Priest t 
John Nelson Besse. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Grant, John Lincoln, Charles Henry 

Haynes, Philip Lyman McKieman, Charles 

Hinds, David Parsons, Jacob 

Horr, John Cortland Rawson, Asa Warren 

Johnson, Frederick Simon, Ephriam Israel 

Jones, Lorenzo Allen Skinner, Henry 

Lake, George Peter Williams, Edward Lawrenoe 

—Si. 

MARK MASTERS : 

Cummings, William Nelson Poland, Hanson — 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Brownstone, David Gagnow, Michael Thrift, Andrew— 3. 


Anthony, George 
Bender, Edward 
Blackbnrn, Daniel Drew 
Danbenbiss, John 
Ely, William 
Fake, George John 
Felker, William 
Fitch, Edwin 


DQNNER CHAPTER, No. 39. 

Truokec, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month. 

OFFICERS « 

George Shaefer, Master 3 d Vail, 

Ulysses Saoretice Dewey, Mast. 2d VaU, 
Aaron Berg, Master 1st VaU, 

Hiram Whitehead Roberts, Treasurer, 
John Thomas Preddy, Secretary , 
Ephraim Hogan, Guard. 

Pact High Priests 

Aaron Davis Park. 

Austin, Thomas 
Bacon, Benj. Franklin 
Bell, Robert 
Brickel, Edward John 
Butt, Levi Daniel 
Campbell, Wm. Baker 
Conrtois, Charles 
Doane, Latimer Emery 

MARK MASTER : 

Royal, George — 1. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
Gaylord, Eben Hills 
Graham, Levi Allen 
Grey, Wm. Cushman 
Hamilton, Edward 
Hill, William Henry 
Hoy, James Wellington 
Jackson, Julius Dunham 
Joesink, Bern. Hendrikus 


Marzen, Joseph 
Perrin, Edward Russel 
Reando, Julio 
Rhoda, August John 
Schaefer, Edward 
Schaefer, George Henry 
Shields, Michael 
Turner, Jacob Perry— 37. . 


James Henry Hoadley, High Priest, 

Elle Ellen, King , 

Jacob Van Duzer Hoag, Scribe, 

Samuel Parker, Capt. of the Host, 

Job. Dearborn Hilton , Principal Sojourner, 
Patrick McCarthy, R. A. Captain , 
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RED BLUFF CHAPTER, No. 40. 

Red Bluff; Tehama County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Saturdays after each Full Moon . 

OFFICERS i 

Adoniram Jndson Loomis, High Priest , George Champlin, Master 3d Vail, 

Edward Jefferson Lewis, King , Marsden Silas Wads worth, Mast. 2d Vail, 

Peter Back Nagle, Scribe, Silas Washington Kenney, Mast. 1st Vail, 

John Clements, Capt. of the Host, Henry Clay Richart, Treasurer, 

Rob’t Hard Blossom, Principal Sojourner, Rememb’ce Hughes Camp bell , Secretary t 
Francis Miller, Royal Arch Captain, George Ross, Guard. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
Bettis, Rawson Southerland Galland, Joseph Barnett 
Cameron, James Strong Hall, John Stewart 

Collins, Henry Jackson, Alex. Bell 

Copeland, Hosmer Curtis Merrill, Nathaniel 

Cone, Joseph Spe'ncer Misch, Mayer 

Elkins, Henry Marrett Morris, George Franklin 


TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. 41. 

Watsonville, Suntu Crux County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS I 

Wm. George Hudson, Master 3d Vail, 
Andrew Craig, Master 2d Vail, 
Michael Gagnon, Master 1 st Vail, 
James Ingham, Treasurer , 

Charles Lewis Thomas, Secretary , 
Henry Weston Friermuth, Guard. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Abbott, Carlisle Stewart LyBter, Hiram Pntnam, Azro Charlton 

Brown, James Hiram Mank, Edwin Franklin Stroud, Tracy 

Card, George Boardman Mitchell, Charles Edward Thrift, Alexander 

Flint, Thomas Morris, Moses Williamson, William— 25. 

Landrum, Wm. Merimon 

PAST MASTERS : 

Chapman, Jeremiah Sheldon Look, Prince Heilman Martin, Enos James— 3. 


James Martin Rodgers, High Priest , 
William Van Doren, King, 

William Wallace Ross, Scribe, 

James Waters, Captain of the Host, 

Darid Brownstone, Principal Sojourner, 

* Alexander Chalmers, Royal Arch Captain, 


Parker, William Boyd 
Phillips, John Waterman , 
Schoenfield, Jeremiah 
Stokes, John Gardner 
Thomas, Samnel S.— 29. 
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CHICO .CHAPTER, No. 42. 

Chico, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Mondays in each month . 

OFFICERS I 

Rufus Macagah Cochran, High Priest , Carnot Conrtland Mason, Master 3d VaU, 

Charles LewiB Pond, King , Oliver Hazard P.T&Qqa&ry,Afaafer2dPai!, 

William Tomes Turner, Scribe , Charles Henry Holbrook, Muster 1st VaU f 

Harrison William Puller, Capt.of the Host , George Foster Jones, Treasurer , 

Charles Alton Miller, Principal Sojourner , Edward Hoole, Secretary , 

Robert Emmett Warren, 22. A. Captain , Huse Owen Parton, Guard. 

Bust High Priest i 

Charles Lewis Pond. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Bid well, John Harmon .Gailford Lafayette Stilson, Charles "Lonis 

Bradley, Wm. Leroy Hanghton, Joa. Richardson Spronl, Samnel Murray 

Chapman, Aug. Harley Leiningen, Obediah Tilden, Wm. Perigrine 

Clark, James Birney Montgomery, J.W. Brad ford Tnrner,3ohn Alphonso 

Colby, Gilbert Winslow Montgomery, John Newton Way land, Joseph Franklin 
Durham, Wm. Wellington Montgomery, Th. Mitchell Wetherbee, Ira Alston 
Gwynn, Pleasant Medrian Stevens, Warren Charles Young, Alexander— 33. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Holmes, Henry Preston Nichols, Edward Cuyler Walraven, Garrett Wells— 3. 

PAST MASTER : 

Garner, Johu Mortimer— 1. 


SOLANO CHAPTER, No. 43. 

Snlian, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS t 

William 8ewall Wells, High Priest , Columbus P. Reeves, Master 3 d Peril, 

John Baptist Bope, King, John Robinson, Master 2 d VaU , 

Sampson Smith, Scribe , Dnke Davis Reeves, Master 1st VaU, 

John Maxwell Coghlan, CapL of the Host, , Treasurer , 

John Tyrrell, Principal Sojourner , , Secretary , 

Albert Fred. Knorp, Royal Arch Captain , William Gustavos Davisson, Guard. 

Pact High Priest « 

William Sewall Wells. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Chapman, Adeline Killer, Allen Charles Perkins, Eben Dorman 

Hoyt, George Adolphus Miller, Meredith Rains Richardson, Jerome Bonap. 

Hoyt, Jollan Buel Norse, Stephen Kirby Stewart, Samnel 

Hoyt, William Kimball Owens, Woodford Jr. 8tamper, Joseph Wolf 

Hanlon, Jeremiah Hobbs —33. 

PAST MASTER: 

Moore, Arthur — 1. 
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VISALIA CHAPTER, U. D. 

Visa llat, Tulare County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Saturdays in each month . 

OFFICERS t 

Charles Carroll Strong, High Priest , William Harland, Master 3d Vail, 

Robert Chidley Broder, King , Theodore Spencer, Master 2d VaU , 

Basil Gaither Parker, Scribe, Richard Chatten, Master 1st Vail , 

Benj. Lafayette Conyers, Captofthe Host, Abram Hunter Murray, Treasurer, 
Mathew Eaton, Principal Sojourner, Samuel Gray Creighton, Secretary , 
Jeremiah Parker, Royal Arch Captain, , Guard. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Baker, Martin Carothers, Samuel Jordon, Francis 

Broder, Andrew Henderson Grussenmyer, Jos. F’s M’n Kelly, Thomas Almareno 
Byrd, Pleasant Johnson, Thomas Price Stoneman, Finis Ewing— 20. 

PAST MASTERS ; 

Henry, Albert Reece WellB Morgan James— 2. 
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List of Grand Officer 's, 


GRAND OFFICERS 

Elected since the Organization of the Grand Chapter, July 28, A. I. 2384. 


1 804. 

Charles M.Radcliff, Grand High Priest. A. B. Hoy, Grand King. 

John D. C union,. Dep. Grand High Priest. Hugh G. Platt, Grand Scribe . 

' 1 8 5 0. 

John D. Crhgh,. . . . Grand High Priest. William W. Traylor, Grand King. 

Isaac Davis, Dtp. Grand High Priest. Leverett Bradley, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 0 6. 

Orange H. Dibble,. . . Grand High Priest. Whiting G. West, Grand King. 

Wm. W. Traylor, Dep. Grand High Priest. James A. Jackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 0 7. 

William W. Traylor, Grand High Priest. Whiting G. West Grand King. 

Thos. ILCaswell , Dep. Grand High Priest. James A. Jackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 0 8. 

Thomas H. Caswell, Grand High Priest. James A. Jackson, Grand King. 

Whiting G. West, Dep. Grand High Priest. *Henky Hare Hartley,. . . Grand Scribe. 

1 8 0 0. 

Whitino G. West, Grand High Priest. Aaron D. Park, Grand King. 

*H. H. Hartley, . Dep. Grand High Priest. Lewis Reynolds, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 6 0. 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Priest. James W. Bicknell, Grand King. 

Adolphus Hollub,Z)«/». Grand HighPriest. Ezra Howard Van Decar, Grand Scribe. 

18 6 1*. 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Priest. Ezra Howard Van Decar. (band King. 

Adolphus Hollub, Dep. Grand HighPriest. John Kirkpatrick, Grand Scribe. 

• 1 8 6 2. 

Adolphus Hollub,. .Grand High Priest. John Kirkpatrick, Grand King. 

Ezra H. Van Decar,. Dep. Gr.High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 6 3. 

Ezra H. Van Decar* . . Grand High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, . Dep. Gr.High Priest. W illi am A. D a vi es, * Grand Scribe . 

1 8 6 4. 

•Isaac Davis, Grand High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand King * 

John Kirkpatrick, Dep. Gr.High Priest. William A. Davies Grand Scribe. 

I 8 6 0 . 

John Kirkpatrick,. .Grand High Priest. William A. Davies, Grand King. 

Charles Marsh, Dep. Grand High Priest. Isaac S. Titus, Grand Scribe. 


• Deceased, 
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« 


1866 . 

Charles Marsh, Grand High Priest. Isaac S. Titus Grand Kmg, 

Wm. A. Da vies,. Z)ep. Grand High Priest . John W. Harvillb, Grand Scribe . 

1867 . 

Isaac 8. Titus, Grand High Priest. John W. Harvillb, Grand King. 

James A. Jackson, Dep . Gr . /figA Priest. George T. Grimes Grand Scribe. 

1868 . 

John W. Harvillb,. Grand High Priest. Jas. Lawrence English, . . . Grand King. 
George T. Grimes, Dep. Gr. High Priest. Jacob H. Neff, Grand Scribe. 

1870 . 

Gboroe T. 'Grimes, . . Grand High Priest . Jacob H. Neff Grand King* 

Jas. Lawr. English, .Dep. Gr. H. Priest Stephen Wing, Grand Scribe. 

1871 . 

Jas. L. English, Grand High Priest. Stephen Wing, Grand King . 

Jacob H. Neff, Dep. Gr. H. Priest . Joseph Isaacs Grand Scribe. 

1872 . 

Jacob H. Neff, Grand High Priest. Wm. Thomas Reynolds, Grand King. 

Joseph Isaacs, Dep . Gr. H. Priest. Wm. Alex. January Grand 8cribe. 
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Grand Chapters. 




GRAND CHAPTERS 

IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE • 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA. 


Grand Chapters. 

ALABAMA 

ARKANSAS, 

CANADA 

CONNECTICUT 

DELAWARE 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ENGLAND AND WALES,. 

FLORIDA 

GEORGIA 

ILLINOIS 

IOWA 

KANSAS 

KENTUCKY 

LOUISIANA, 

MATNE 

MARYLAND 

MASSACHUSETTS 

MINNESOTA, 

MISSISSIPPI, 

MISSOURI 

NEBRASKA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 

NEW JERSEY, 

NEW YORK 

NORTH CAROLINA, 

NOVA SCOTIA 

ONTO 

OREGON 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

RHODE ISLAND 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

TENNESSEE 

TEXAS 

WISCONSIN,... 


Grand Secretaries. 

..Daniel Saykb 

. .Luke E. Barber 

. .Thomas Bird Harris,. . . 

, . Jossrn K. Wheeler, 

. .Wm. F. Goodwin, 

, .Noble D. Larxrr, 

.John Hervey 

.W. M. McIntosh 

, . J. E. Blackshear 

.James H. Miles, 

.WilIiam B. Lanoridoe,, 

.Erasmus T. Carr, 

. PniLiP Swtgert, 

.James C. Batchelor, — 

.Ira Berry, 

.William A. Wentz 

. Alfred F. Chapman, . . . 

.William S. Combs, 

. J. L. Power, 

.Geo. Frank Goulet,. . . 
.Robert W. Fcrnass, 

.Horace Chase 

.John Wolyerton 

.CnRisTOPnER G. Fox, — 

.Thomas B. Carr, 

.James Gossip 

.James Nesbit 

,R. P. Earhbart, 

.John Thompson 

.George H. Burnham,. . . 

.Augustine Smythe, 

. JonN Frtzell 

.Robert Brewster 

.William T. Palmer 


Residence. 
.Montgomery. 
.Little Rock. 
.Hamilton. 

New Haven. 
Milford. 
.Washington. 
London. 
.Pensacola. 
.Savannah 
.Chicago. 
.Muscatine. 

Fort Leavenworth 
.Frankfort. 

.New Orleans. 
Portland. 
.Baltimore. 
.Boston. 

.St. Paul. 

.Mcnden. 

.St. Louis. 

.Omaha. 

.Hopkinton. 

.Trenton. 

.Albany. 

Wilmington. 

.Halifax. 

.Cincinnati. 

.Salem. 

.Philadelphia. 

.Providence. 

.Charleston. 

.Nashville. 

.Houston. 

.Milwaukee. 
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GRAND CONVENTION 

OP THE 

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTS 

OP THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


THIRTEENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION. 


The thirteenth Annual Grand Convention of the Order of High 
Priests of the State of California, assembled at the Masonic Temple, 
in the city of San Francisco, on Wednesday, the tenth day of April, 
1872, at eight o’clock, P. M. 

There .were present the following 

OFFICERS : 


The M.\ R\ SAMUEL GRAVES, President ; 

11 R.\ E.\ William Wilson Traylor, Vice President ; 

R.\E\ James Lawrence English, Chaplain ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Charle9 Marsh Treasurer; 

“ R.\ E.\ Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder ; 

11 R.\ E. m . John William Harvillb, Master of Ceremonies ; 

** R.\E.\ Charles Louis Wig 3 in, Steward. 


Also, Companion* John Xelson Buss, Robert Crouch, William Alex. January, 
Thomas Kyle, John Ernest Kunkler, Samuel Powell Lawson, Wm. Thompson 
Luther. Benjamin Franklin Myers, Alvin Bacon Preston, Joseph Bonaparte 
Scotchler, Benjamin Franklin Tuttle, William Sew all Wells, Jeremiah Elkkn 
Whitcher, Henry Hay Knapp. 

The M.\ E.\ President made the following appointments, pro tem- 


pore : — 

Comp. Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Conductor ; 

u Alvin Bacon Preston, Herald: 


And the Convention was opened in $ nc Jrrnt. 

The reading of the minutes of the proceedings had at the last An- 
nual Convention was dispensed with, the members being furnished 
with printed copies thereof. 

The following was read by the Recorder : — 
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Grand Convention of High, Priests. 


Masonic Temple, San Francisco, ) 
Wednesday, June 14, 1871. f 

Special Convention of the Order of High Priests was held at the place above 
named at eight o’clock, P. M. 

There were present the following 

officers : 


The M.\ E.\ SAMUEL GRAVES President; 

** B. m . E.\ William Wilson Traylor, Vice President ; 

il Rr . E.\ Jambs Lawrence English, Chaplain ; 

“ R.\ E \ Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder : 


Also, Companions George Tuttle Grimes, John Ernest Kunkler, Wm. Thomas* 
Reynolds. 

The Jf.\ E.\ President made the following appointments, pro tem- 
pore : — 


Comp. George Tuttle Grimes, Conductor ; 

“ John Ernest Kunkler, Herald : 


And the Convention was opened in l jform. 

Comp. John Mills Browne, Past High Priest of Naval Chapter, 
No. 35, who was elected at the last Annual Convocation, was intro- 
duced and received the Order of High Priest. 

The Convention was then closed. 


Theodore Edward Smith, 

Secretary . 

On motion, the action of the Special Convention referred to, was 
approved and ordered to be placed on record. 


Petitions were received from the following named companions : — 


John Francis Snow, 

High Priest, California - 

Chapter, No. 

5 

Daniel Porter Bystle 

“ 

4 ‘ Shasta 

44 44 

9 

Charles Fayette Lott, 

P. H. Priest, Franklin 

14 it 

20 

Edwin Ransom Davis, 

II 

14 Sierra 

44 44 

21 

Richard Munt,. . 

<4 

“ Lafayette 

44 << 

24 

William Roush, 

<4 

** Georgetown 

41 44 

25 

Henry Warren Russell 

High Priest, “ 

44 44 

25 

George Mansfield Blake, 

CC 

“ Oakland 

44 44 

26 

John Quincy Adams Stanley, 

II 

“ Los Angeles 

44 44 

33 

Nathan Hosmer Stone, 

44 

“ AUuras 

44 44 

34 

Ralph Ellis 

44 

“ Napa 

44 44 

30 

Osgood Hilton, 

44 

“ Naval 

44 44 

35 

James Henry Hoadley, 

44 

“ Bonner 

44 44 

39 

James Martin Rodgers 

44 

“ Temple 

44 « 

41 


Who were severally elected to receive the order of High Priest. 
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A petition was received from Comp. Willard Sm*th Spear, Past 
High Priest of Jefferson City Chapter, No. 34, Royal Arch Masons, Jef- 
ferson City, Missouri, accompanied by a certificate in due form from 
the Secretary of said Chapter. 

The candidate was ballotted for, and elected. 


All of the above named companions were thon severally introduced 
and received the order of High Priest. 

The following named companions were then elected officers for the 
.ensuing year: — 


The M.\ E.\ William Wilson Traylor,. 
“ It. \ E.\ James Lawrence English,. 

“ R.\ R \ Alvin Bacon Preston, 

“ R ,\ ^.-.Charles Marsh, 

“ R.\ E.\ Theodore Edward Smith,.. 
“ J?.\ E.\ John William Harville,. 

'* R.\ E.\ Joseph B. Scotchler, 

“ R.\ E.\ William Roush, 

“ R.\ E.\ John Ernest Kunkler 


.President; 

, Vice President; 
Chaplain; 

Treasurer; 

Recorder; 

Master of Ceremonies; 
Conductoj'; 

Herald; 

. Steward . 


There being no further business, the Convention was closed in 
glut <£orm. 


Attest : 


Theodore Edward Smith, 

Recorder . 


Digitized by 


Google 



OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


OF THK 

GRAND CONVENTION OF HIGH PRIESTS. 


OFFICERS t 

William Wilson Traylor, President , Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder, 

Jas. Lawrence English, Vice President, John Wm. Harville, Master of Ceremonies , 
Alvin Bacon Preston, Chaplain, Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Conductor, 

Charles Marsh, Treasurer, William Roush, Herald , 

John Ernest Knnkler, Steward. 

MEMBERS : 


Abell, Alexander Gnrdon 
Akerly, Benjamin 
Bacon, Eli Griffith 
Barss, Frederick Ferdinand 
Bicknell, James William 
Blair, Charles Macmnrdo 
Bond, Joshna Lester 
Brady, Alex. Buchanan 
Brown, Josiali Perkins 
Brown, Thomas Allen 
Burke; John Martin 
Bystle, David Porter 
Besse, John Nelson 
Blake, George Mansfield 
Caflow, Thomas 
Caswell, Thomas Hubbard 
Claiborne, Gilbert Burnett 
Cohn, Louis 
Crandall, John Riggs 
Creigh, John Dunbar 
Crouch, Robert 
Dobrowsky, Adolph 
Dods, James 
Doncaster, Richard Jr. 
Doncaster, Samael 
Davis, Edwin Ransom 
Ellis, Ralph 
Foster, Francis 
Graves, Samael 
Gilbert, George Heim 
Glover, James Russell 
Goss, Leonard 
Graham, Thomas Jefferson 
Grimes, George Tuttle 
Harden, John B. 

Hayes, Russell Thayer 


Hayward, Alvinza 
Hedges, Edward Richard 
Hewson, John Bankson 
Hollub, Adolphus 
Hilton, Osgood 
Hoadley, James Henry 
Isaacs, Joseph 
January, William Alex. 
Joy, Alex. Cartwright 
Jump, Alemhy 
Kingsley, James Forman 
Kirkpatrick, John 
Knapp, Henry Hay 
Knox, William Franklin 
Kyle, Thomas 
Kunkler, John Ernest 
Laidley, James 
Lanphier, Gilbert 
Lawrence, William Lee 
Lawson, Samael Powell 
Luther, Wm. Thompson 
Lyon, William Henry 
Lott, Charles Fayette 
Mason, John Clifton 
McCormick, William 
McFarland, Abel 
McMurry, Valentine 
Menzies, Stewart 
Millington, John 
Myres, Benjamin Franklin 
Myrick, Milton Hills 
Mnnt, Richard 
Neville, John M. 

Newton. William Davis 
G’Rear, Benjamin Threlkeld 
Parkhurst, Russell 


Park, Aaron Davis 
Peck, Henry 

Perkins, George Washington 
Prassa, Francis Anthony 
Raynes, Alonzo Emery 
Ream, Daniel 
Reynolds, Wm. Thomas 
Rich, William Clinton 
Rolfe, Tallman Hathaway 
Ross, James 
Ryan, William Ryan 
Roush, William 
Russell, Henry Warren 
Rodgers, James Martin 
Sage, Timothy 
Seely, John A. 

Siesbuttel, Alexander 
Singley, James 
Stone, Charles E. 

Spaulding, Nathan Weston 
Spear, Willard Smith 
Snow, John Francis 
Stone, Nathan Hosmer 
Stanley, Jno. Qnincy Adams 
Tinnin, Wiley James 
Titus, Isaac Sutvene 
Turner, Jared 
Tuttle, Benjamin Franklin 
Walker, George Russell 
Warner, Henry 
Wells, William Sewell 
Wey mouth, James Lambert 
Williams, Alpheus Fuller 
Whitcher, Jere. Elken 
Wing, Stephen 
Winterburn, Geo. Howard 
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Address of the Grand High f*riest ; 

JACOB HART NEFF, Auburn. 


Address of the Grand Secretary : ' 

i 

, CHARLES LOUIS WIG-GUN, San Francisco. 

i 

Address of the Grand lecturer : 

!, THOS. HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. . 

1 1 

i 1 

i 

I 

JTQTieS. 

The Nineteenth Animal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of California will be 
i holden at the Masonic Temple, in the City of San Francisco, commencing on^the 
second Tuesday in April, A. I. 2403, A. D. 1873. 


CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary . 
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(0-raiid Chapter of California. 


I, Charles Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of California, do hereby certify that the following pages con- 
tain a true and faithful transcript of the proceedings of that Body, at its Nineteenth 
Annual Convocation, commenced at the city of San Francisco on Tuesday, the 
eighth day of April, A. D. 1873, A. I. 2403, and of the returns of the subordinate 
Chapters and other matters authorized to be published. 



in Wliwof, 

I have hereunto appended my official 
signature, and have affixed the Seal of 
the Grand Chapter of California, this 
twenty-fourth day of April, A. D. 1873, 
A. I. 2403. 
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AT ITS 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION, 


HELD AT THE 

MASONIC TEMPLE, IN THE CITY OP SAN FBANOISOOj 

COMMENCED ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, A. D. 1873, A. I. 2403, 

AND TERMINATED ON 


THURSDAY, APRIL 10, A. D. 1873, A. I. 2403. 


SAN FRANCISCO: 

FRANK EASTMAN, PRINTER, 509 CLAY STREET. 

1873. 
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GRAND OFFICERS 


07 THE 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

For the year commencing April , A. /. 2403 , and ending April \ 
A. /. 2404. 




M.\ E.\ WM. ABRAHAM DAVIES,. . .Grand High Priest, Stockton; 

R.'. E.\ JOSEPH ISAACS, Defity Grand High Priest, . Shasta ; 

R.\ E.\ WM. THOMAS REYNOLDS,. Grand King, San Francisco ; 

R.\ E\ WM. ALEX. JANUARY, Grand Scribe, San Jose ; 

R.\Er. JOS. BON. SCOTCHLER, Grand Treasurer, San Francisco ; 

R.\ JEL*. CHARLES L0UI8 WIGGIN,. .Grand Secretary, San Francisco ; 

R. m . E.\ JOHN ELLIOTT BENTON,. .Grand Chaplain, Oakland; 

K\ HENRY HAY KNAPP Grand Captain of the HosT,Va/>a ; 

jE\ NATHAN W. 8PAULDING,. Grand Royal Arch Captain, Oakland; 

Comp . SAMUEL DAVID MAYER,. .Grand Organist, San Francisco; 

“ IRA COLBURN ROOT Grand Guard, San Francisco. 

BRAND T jECT U RER 1 

M.\ R\ THOMAS HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. 
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GRAND CHAPTER 

OF 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. . 


NINETEENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION. 


The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Califor- 
nia commenced its Nineteenth Annual Convocation at the Masonic 
Temple, in the city of San Francisco, on Tuesday, the eighth day of 
April, A. D. 1873, A. I. 2403, at ten o’clock, A. M. 

Upon calling the roll of members there were found present the 


following — 

GRAND OFFICERS : 

The Jf.\ E.\ JACOB HART NEPP, Grand High Priest ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Joseph Isaacs, Dep. Grand High Priest ; 

44 R.\ jR\ William Thomas Reynolds, Grand King ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Joseph Bonapartb Scotohlbr,. Grand Treasurer ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary ; 

44 R.\ Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Grand Lecturer ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Henry Hay Knapp, Grand Capt. of the Host ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Nathan Weston Spaulding, Grand Royal Arch Capt.; 

Comp. Samuel David Mayer, Grand Organist ; 

“ Ira Colburn Root, Grand Guard. 

past grand officers : 

The M. m . E.\ John Dunbar Orbigh, Past Grand High Priest ; 


44 M.\ E.\ Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 44 44 41 “ 

44 M.\ E.\ John Kirkpatrick, 44 44 44 44 

44 M.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, 44 44 44 44 

44 Ms. E\ John William Harville, 44 44 44 44 

44 Jf>. E.\ George Tuttle Grimes, 44 44 44 4 4 

44 R.\ E.\ William Abraham Davies Past Dep. G. High Priest; 

44 R.\ E.\ Stephen Wing, Past Grand King ; 

44 R.\ E.\ James Witherspoon Bicknell, 44 44 44 

And the representatives of thirty-five chartered Chapters, with dele- 
gates from three under dispensation, together with a number of Past 
High Priests, by service under this jurisdiction, entitled to seats. 
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The Grand High Priest filled the vacant stations by the appoint- 
ment of — 


Comp. John Ernest Kunklbr, as Grand Scribe ; 

** Jomr Sluqst Benton, as Grand Chaplain : 


And there being a sufficient representation present, the Grand Chapter 
of California was opened in Jform, with music by the choir 

and prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 


The reading of the minutes at the last Annual Convocation was 
dispensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies 
thereof. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following committee — 

I 


On Credentials : 


Comp. Alvin Bacon Preston, 

“ Theodore Edwin Smith, 
“ William Monroe Petrie. 


After a brief recess the committee presented the following report 
of officers of the chartered Chapters, or their duly appointed proxies, 
and Past High Priests, by service within this jurisdiction, as present 
and entitled to seats, viz : from 

Theodore Edward 8mith, High Priest and Past H.P.; 
1 Samuel Sternhkim, King ; 

San Francisco,. . No. 1 ] John Dusbar Orbioh, | _ „ 

Louie Cork, } Past High Priests. 

r Edwin Aldrich Bo doers, High Priest ; 

Sonora, No. 2, J Alvin Bacon Preston, King ; 

( Stephen Wing, Past High Priest. 

Sacramento No. 3 ( William Monroe Petrie, High Priest ; 

\ Powell Samuel Lawson, Past High Priest. 

f Hiram Thboop Graves, High Priest ; 

Alfred Coolidoe Waitt, King ; 

Charles Louis Wigoin, 

George Tuttle Grimes, 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

John Francis Snow, 

James Laidley, 

John William Harville, 

Thomas Kyle, 


California No. 6 


Past High Priests. 


Nevada, 

. . .No. 6, - 

j Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Past High Priest ; 

1 Charles Marsh, Past High Priest. 

Benicia, 

..No. 7 

.Timothy Sage, High Priest and Past High Priest. 

Shasta, 

..No. 9,.... j 

j Daniel Potter Bystle, High Priest and Past H. P.; 

! Joseph Isaacs, Past High Priest. 

8utter, 

...No. 11, 

.Henry Peck, High Priest and PaBt High Priest. 

Washington, . . 

...No. 13 

.Charles E. Stone, High Priest and Past High Priest. 

Howard, 

...No. 14, 

.William Alexander January, High Priest. 

Cyrus 

...No, 15,..:.. 

.Samuel Pellet, Representative. 
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St. James, No. 16, George Heirn Gilbert, High Priest and Past H. P. 

Gross Valley , No. 18, Reuben Leech, High Priest and Past High Priest. 

Trinity , No. 19 Wiley James Tinnin, High Priest and Past H. P. 

Franklin No. 20 Thomas Callow, High Priest and Past High Print 

Sierra, No. 21, William Thompson Luther, High Priest and P. H. P. 

Petaluma No. 22 Oscar Valentin* Walker, High Priest. 

{ Ambrose Hall Oowdrn, High Priest ; 

Joseph Trail Middleton, King. 

La Fayette, No. 24, Richard Munt, High Priest and Past High Priest. 

( George Washington Hunter, High Priest ; 

John Ernest Kunkler, Past High Priest. 

J Thatcher Peter Wales, High Priest and Past H. P. ; 
Oakland No. 26,. . . . -j j KREMIAH Elken Whitcheb, Past High Priest. 

) Benjamin Franklin Myres, High Priest and P. H. P.; 
John Riggs Crandall, Past High Priest. 

Stockton No. 28, William Abraham Davies, Past High Priest. 

i JoHN Storer McBride, High Priest and Past High P.; 
John AMBROse Seely, Past High Priest. 

Napa,. No. 30, Henry Hay Knapp, High Priest and Past High Priest. 

Los Angeles No. 33, Henry Sayre Orme, High Priest. 

Atturas No. 34, Elias Anderson, High Priest. 

) Alexander Hopkins Hichborn, High Priest; 

Mattison Myers, Past High Priest. 
i Nathan Weston Spaulding, High Priest and P. H. P. ; 
Alameda, No. 36,. . . j Walter Laidlaw, King. 

j Melvin Syms Gardner, High Priest ; 

Siloam No. 37, j j AC0B Hart Neff, Past High Priest. 


Santa Cruz, 

Bonner, 

Red Bluff, 

Temple, 

Chico, 

Solano , 

Visalia, 

Santa Rosa 

Woodland, 

Making thirty-six 


.No. 38, William Felker, Scribe. 

No. 39 James Henry Hoadley, High Priest and Past High P. 

No, 40, Adoniram Judson Loomis, High Priest and Past H. P 

No. 4i, James Martin Rodgers, Past High Priest and Rep. 

No. 42, Charles Lewis Pond, High Priest and Past High P. 

No. 43 William Sew all Wells, High Priest and Past H. P. 

. xj. D., Robert Chidley Broder, Delegate. 

. jj. D Elijah Thompson Farmer, Delegate. 

. .xj. D., Thomas Cross Pockman, Delegate. 

chartered Chapters and three under dispensation. 


Which report was concurred in, and the companions therein named 
were admitted to seats. 


The Grand High Priest then delivered his Annual Address to the 
Grand Chapter of California, as follows 

Companions of the Grand Chapter of California : 

Again, through the protection and mercy of the Great I Am, are we permitted to 
assemble in Annual Convocation to deliberate and counsel together how best to pro- 
mote the interest and good of the Royal Craft in this jurisdiction. But before enter- 
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ing upon this great and important undertaking let ub humbly return our thanks to 
the Supreme High Priest of the Universe, through whose merciful kindness we are 
permitted to assemble around our Holy Altar, and who has vouchsafed to us another 
year of peace and prosperity. 

Since our last assembling together, our State has been unusually prosperous : the 
husbandman has reaped his bountiful harvest, our mines have yielded their golden 
treasures abundantly, and it affords me pleasure to report to you that our noble Order 
has kept pace with this general prosperity. “ Peace reigns within our walls and 
prosperity within our palaces.” I regret that business of a private nature during 
the past year has prevented me from visiting many of the subordinate Chapters ; those 
however that I have had the pleasure of visiting, I am pleased to say were found to 
be in a prosperous and harmonious condition. It will be found, by reference to the 
report of the Grand Secretary, that the increase of members during the past year 
has been fully as large as in any former year since the organization of this Grand 
Chapter. 

Soon after the close of our last Annual Convocation I appointed the Mr. Er. 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell Grand Lecturer, knowing him to be competent to teach 
the work and lectures heretofore adopted by this Grand Chapter, and who will 
submit to you a report of his official acts during the year. 

A charter having been granted at the last Annual Convocation to Solano 
Chapter, No. 43, I Issued, on the fourth day of May. my authorization to the 
Rr. R Companion Charles Louis Wiggin, to constitute said Chapter. In 
accordance with a resolution adopted by this Grand Chapter, I issued my authoriza- 
tion to Comp. Charles Fayette Lott, Past High Priest of Franklin Chapter, 
No. 20, to hold an election of officers in Quincy Chapter, No. 32 ; and on the 
eleventh day of May I issued a summons to the members of Baid Chapter to attend 
a meeting thereof, on the first day of June, 1872, for that purpose, all of which was 
promptly attended to, and a report thereof submitted by the companion named. 

During the month of June last I was informed by the Secretary of Temple Chap- 
ter No. 41, of certain irregularities existing in said Chapter, in consequence of the 
questionable Masonic standing of the High Priest thereof, he not being a member of 
any Lodge within this jurisdiction, neither was he contributing any sum whatever to 
any Lodge ; and after a careful investigation of all the facts in the case, I decided 
that he was ineligible to the position, and declared the office vacant, and, upon peti- 
tion, granted a dispensation to hold an election to fill the vacancy. 

In consequence of the inclemency of the weather, Santa Cruz Chapter, No. 38, 
failed to hold its election for officers within the time prescribed by our Constitution. 

I therefore, upon petition, granted a dispensation, authorizing them to hold an elec- 
tion on the twenty-first day of January, 1873. 

I have granted dispensations for the formation of three new Chapters, — one at 
Rough and Ready, Siskiyou County, to be called Mount Carmel Chapter, one at 
Santa Rosa, in Sonoma County, to be called Santa Rosa Chapter, and one at Wood- 
land Yolo County, to be called Woodland Chapter. In each case all of the consti- 
tutional requirements were fully complied with, and from my personal knowl- 
edge of their location, and the character of the companions constituting them, I am 
convinced that they will do honor to this Grand Chapter. In the case of Woodland 
Chapter, I was personally present, and assisted in its organization, and, upon due 
petition from the council thereof, granted my dispensation to ballot upon petitions 
without the usual reference to a committee, being fully satisfied that the interests of 
Royal Arch Masonry would be benefited thereby. I have also at various times 
approved sundry amendments to by-laws, but, as they have generally been only such 
amendments as would serve to adapt them to the wants of the particular localities, 

I deem it unnecessary to refer to them further. 
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On the thirtieth of Avgust I received official notice of the appointment of Comp. 
George Tuttle Grimes, Past Grand High Priest, as Representative of the Grand 
Chapter of Mississippi near the Grand Chapter of California ; and on the sixth day 
of September I appointed the R. m . E.\ Comp. Chahles T. Murphy, of Durant, Mis- 
sissippi, as Representative of this Grand Body near the Grand Chapter of that State. 

On the fourth day of March I appointed Comp. Samuel David Mayer, of Cali - 
fornia Chapter, No. 5, Grand Organist of this Grand Chapter. 

But few questions of importance were submitted to me for my decision during 
the year. Those that were submitted, were decided by me in accordance with the 
usages and customs of this jurisdiction, and to the best of my judgment. All of my 
official correspondence is now on file in the office of the Grand Secretary. 

In consequence of the great expense attendant in procuring the services of the 
Grand Lecturer, by Chapters located in remote sections of our jurisdiction, and the 
utter inability of some of those Chapters to meet this expense, and in order that the 
former efforts of this Grand Chapter in establishing a uniform system of work may 
be more successfully carried into effect, I would recommend that a reasonable salary 
be paid the Grand Lecturer by this Grand Chapter ; and when any Chapter requiring 
his services shall employ him, it shall only be necessary for such Chaptor to pay the 
actual expenses in going to and returning from the place where said Chapter is lo- 
cated. And I would further recommend that he be required to visit each Chapter 
within this jurisdiction at least once a year, and report the condition of every Chap, 
ter to the Grand Chapter at the Annual Convocation. 

Thus, companions of the Grand Chapter, I have given you an account of my 
stewardship, and, in conclusion, allow me to say that with much diffidence I accepted 
the high position to which, by the partiality of my companions, I was called a year 
Bince, but trusting to your kindness, and believing that you would look upon any 
error that inexperience would lead me to commit with charity, I entered upon the 
discharge of my duties with an eye single only to the peace, harmony, and prosperity 
of our noble Order ; and if I have done aught to advance its interests, and have 
your approbation, I am fully satisfied; but if I have failed in any particular, 
then permit me to assure you that it haB been an “ error of the head and not of the 
heart” Companions, allow me to express to you my unfeigned thanks for the honor 
conferred on, and the confidence reposed in me, in selecting me as your Grand High 
Priest, a position truly exalted when worthily filled. And finally, my companions, 
be faithful to the trust reposed in you, that when our labors here on earth are ended 
we may be permitted by the signet of eternal truth to enter the inner vail of the 
Heavenly Sanctuary to enjoy rest everlasting. 

JACOB HART NEFF, 

Grand High Priest. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Address of the Grand High 
Priest be referred to a special committee of three. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest named as such committee — 

( Comp. William Abraham Davies, 

On Address of Grand High Priest : •] “ Aaron Judson Loomis, 

( “ Henry Hay Knapp. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, from the Committee on Correspond- 
ence, presented the following report, the reading of which was dis- 
pensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies 
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To the M.\ E:. Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Correspondence respectfully report that the transactions of 


thirty-three Grand Chapters have been received, viz 

Alabama, for Dec., 1871 Mississippi 

. . for Jan., .. 

. 1872 

Canada 

“ Aug.,. 
“ May,. 

...1872 

Missouri, 

.. " Oct., .. 

..1872 

Connecticut, 

...1872 

New Hampshire,.. 

.. “ May, .. 

..1872 

Delaware, 

“ Jan.,. 

...1872 

New Jersey, 

. . “ Sept, . 

. 1872 

District op Columbia, 

“ Nov.,. 

...1871 

New York, 

.. “ Feb.,.. 

.1872 

Georgia, 

“ April. 

...1872 

North Carolina,.. 

. “ June,. 

. 1872 

Illinois, 

“ Oct.,. 

<< it 

.. 1871 

Nova 8cotia 

tt ii 

..1872 

Indiana, 

.. 1872 

Oregon, 

H (1 

..1872 

Iowa, 

it it 

...1872 

Pennsylvania, 

.. “ Dec., .. 

..1871 

Kansas, 

tt It 

...1872 

South Carolina,. . 

..“ Feb.,.. 

..1872 

Kentucky, 

II it 

...1872 

Tennessee, 

. . “ Nov.,. . 

..1872 

Louisiana, 

“ Feb.,. 

...1872 

Texas 

- “ June, . 

..1872 

Maine, 

“ May,. 
“ Nov.,. 

. . . 1872 

Vermont, 

a tt 

. . 1872 

Maryland, 

...1872 

Virginia, 

. . 11 Dec., . . 

..1871 

Massachusetts, 

“ Dec.,. 

...1871 

West Virginia, 

. “ Nov.,.. 

..1871 

Michigan, 

“ Jan.,. 

. ..1872 

Wisconsin, 

. . “ Jan., .. 

..1872 

Minnesota, 

tt M 

...1872 





We regret that the proceedings of some of our sister Grand Bodies have failed to 
reach us, while a few have come to hand so lately that we have had no time to review 
them. The transactions of all which have come under our notice show a steady 
increase in the membership and extension of our Order, and the genera harmony 
which prevails is most gratifying and satisfactory. 

Without further comment we commence our analyzation as usual with 

ALABAMA. 

The Grand Chapter of Alabama held its forty-fifth Annual Convocation in the city 
of Montgomery, commencing on the fifth day of December, 1871,— the M.\ E.\ Henry 
Clay Armstrong, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Daniel Sayre being 
Grand Secretary. Fifty-one subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address bemoans the distracted state of society, 
and the “ wide spread demoralization,” complaints of which, he says, are met on 
every hand. He says: — 

If it be indeed true that we have fallen upon evil times ; that men generally are 
less mindful of their obligations than formerly ; that confidence is being destroyed, 
and the bonds of society relaxed; be ours the mission to so cleave to the tenets of 
our order, and so illustrate them in our daily walk and conversation, as to severally 
furnish, in the sphere of our influence, an effectual antidote to this degeneracy. 
Thus may we exemplify the teachings of masonry, and thus contribute, in our day 
and generation, to the strength and beauty and usefulness of the institution. 

He announces the death of Past Grand High Priest, William P. Chilton, and speaks 
in glowing terms of praise of his life and character. He reports Royal Arch Masonry 
in that jurisdiction in a healthy condition, although no marked increase has occurred 
in their numbers ; but this failure to add to their membership he does not regard as 
significant of a tendency to weakness, or as manifesting indifference or lethargy. 
He thinks we cannot be too frequently impressed with the truth that our strength 
does not consist in numbers alone, and in this we most heartily agree with him. 

He complains that, in hiB visits to subordinate Chapters, although he has found the 
companions solicitous for instruction, yet proficiency was not always commensurate 
with zeal, and he strongly urges that some plan be matured by which the work and 
lectures may be generally disseminated and a greater degree of uniformity secured. 
We note the following decisions 
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In a case presented, I held that a companion who claimed to have been a member 
of a Chapter in this jurisdiction which had forfeited its charter, and who further 
claimed that a dimit had been voted him before such forfeture, but, fot some cause, 
never issued, might, upon proof made of these facts, affiliate with another Chapter, 
although his name does not appear upon the returns of the former Chapter on file 
with the Grand Secretary ; and that the certificates of the last H. P., Sec. and R. A. 
C. of the discontinued Chapter might be evidence sufficient. 

We think the certificates of the High Priest and Secretary would be amply suffi- 
cient without that of the Royal Arch Captain. 

In response to questions propounded to me by a companion, held, that although a 
ballot on petition for the Chapter degrees has been had without objections, and the 
Chapter closed, a further ballot may be required at any time by a member.— {Chap- 
ter Code, p. 40, Sec . 10 .) 

In this jurisdiction, an objection interposed by a member at any time previous to 
conferring the degree of Mark Master upon the applicant, operates as a negative 
ballot and effectually bars the door against him until such objection is removed. 

On the second application for the Chapter degrees by a rejected applicant, it is 
not required that every companion present at the first balloting should be present at 
the second ; nor is it incumbent on the H. P. to give special notice of such second 
application. The petition being presented at a regular convocation and read, is 
notice that a second ballot will be taken, and the absence of a member when the 
time for the second balloting arrives, who was present at the first, is not sufficient 
cause for postponement. Yet, if a member notifies the H. P. that he desires to be 
present at such balloting, but that he can not be present at the convocation at which 
it would occur in order, it would be the duty of the H. P. to respect such notice, and 
by postponing, aflord the companion an opportunity to exercise his right to “ black 
ball” the applicant, if he desires so to do. 

Three dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters. 

Comp. P. J. Pillans again presents the Report on Correspondence, reviewing in 
a courteous and interesting manner the transactions of twenty-seven Grand Chapters. 
California does not find a place in his report, much to our regret, but it is not our 
fault ; the proceedings were duly mailed to the address of the Grand Secretary, but 
it is a long road from California to Alabama, and packages sometimes fall by the way. 
In his review of the transactions of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia 
he copies from the report of Comp. Mason, a history of the origin of Royal Arch 
Chapters and the date of such origin. 

We were strongly tempted to publish this portion of Comp. Mason’s report la*t 
year, but were frightened by its length ; upon reading it again, however, we came to 
the conclusion that a document so valuable and interesting -ought not to be withheld 
from the companions of this jurisdiction, and if they derive as much pleasure from 
its perusal as did the writer, they will not grudge the space given to its publica- 
tion : — 

ENGLAND. 

Grand Secretary Larner sent our proceedings for 1869 to Grand Secretary 
Hkkvky of the Grand Chapter of England, officially, with fraternal greetings, when 
they were published, but has never received the courtesy of a reply. The chairman 
of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence addressed a note, officially, to him 
several months later, but has received no reply. Knowing that no Grand Chapter in 
the United States had ever succeeded in obtaining official correspondence with our 
Mother Grand Chapter, your committee, though chagrined, were not disappointed. 

Having letters of reference from several distinguished American masons to promi- 
nent raa-ons in London, Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool, York, and other English 
cities, the chairman of your committee sent them across the Atlantic and received 
replies from most of these distinguished masons, but failed to obtain any official 
correspondence from the Grand Chapter of England. It is the custom iu foreign 
jurisdictions for committees on Foreign Correspondence to transact such official busi- 
ness, but in this instance it was denied. The attempt to place the capital of the 
United States in correspondence with the capital of Great Britain proved a failure. 
We publish these facts for the* information of other Grand Chapters in America. The 
mother of Freemasonry on the globe refuses to recognize her children abroad. We 
leave it to others to characterize this act in proper language, and determine whether 
this is truly masonic. 
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We know that Royal Arch Masonry In England, unlike that in the Blue Lodges, is 
kept select, and is monopolized by the aristocracy and nobility. We know that the 
officers of the Grand Royal Aren Chapter of England are noblemen of high birth, 
and accomplished as gentlemen. But in education , intelligence, honor, and mauliness, 
they have their peers in America, although our Grand Chapters are not controlled 
by nobility, for we have no such thing in Republican America. We have, however, 
gentlemen of education and refinement who control Royal Arch Masonry in America, 
and with whom no Englishman need feel ashamed to associate. All those qualities 
of head and heart that truly make masons, our aristocratic companions of England 
will find in the Royal Craft of America. Ab long as England gave birth to modern 
freemasonry, and now counts two millions of disciples all over the earth, she is the 
last that should shut herself up, away from the gaze and admiration of her children, 
and like the Tycoon of Japan, die of ennui , or resolve her Grand Officers into a 
mutual admiration society. 

In America we fully realize and endorse the following lines from the great masonic 
poet, Robert Burns, whose memory masons in America love and esteem so highly: 

'• A king can make a belted knight, 

A marquis, duke, and a* that. 

But an honest man's atxxra his might. 

Quid faith, he maunna fa' that! 

For a’ that, and a* that. 

Their dignities, and a* that. 

The pith o’ sense, and pride o* worth. 

Are higher ranks than a’ that. 

"Then let us pray that come It may — 

As come it will for a' that — 

That sense and worth, o’er a* the earth. 

May hear the gree, and a* that — 

For a* that, and a’ that, 

It'a cornin’ yet, for a* that, 

That man to man, the world o’er, 

Shall brothers be for s’ that.*’ 

The Supreme Grand Chapter of England and Wales holds its convocations in Lon- 
don. 

The Right Honorable, the Earl of Zetland, is the Most Excellent Grand Zerubba- 
bel ; the Right Honorable, the Earl de Grey and Ripon, is Grand Haggai ; the Most 
Excellent Companion, Rev. John Huyshe, Grand Scribe Ezra. 

England is divided into twenty-three Provinces, with eleven Provinces abroad. 
Of the three hundred and seventy chapters in active operation, five are in other parts 
of Europe, three in China, twenty-three in the East Indies, twelve in the West Indies, 
sixteen in Australia, two in New Zealand, seven in America, and five in Africa. 

The son never sets on the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of England. It is 
extended over the whole surface of the globe, and* governs Royal Arch Masonry 
wherever the English language is spoken. 

The request of your committee for more light respecting the work In Royal Arch 
Chapters in England, and information concerning the origin and history of Royal Arch 
Masonry in Great Britain, elicited little knowledge and meager replies from most of 
the diatingaished masons addressed. 

There was, fortunately, a single exception to this in the reply that came to hand 
from the eminent author and historian, Companion William J. Hug ban, Prov. Grand 
Secretary for Cornwall, Ac. It is with more than ordinary pleasnre that we lay bis 
letter before the Royal Arch Masons of this city, and commend it to the careful 
perusal of the craft in all the different States, where we trust it will be copied. 

It gives more real information respecting the working of the chaper degrees, and 
the history of Royal Arch Masonry abroad, than we have seen elsewhere. We make 
do apology for its length, on account of its great importance to the craft in America. 

‘ Truro, Cornwall, Great Britain, 1 
April 28, 1870. | 

** Da Am Bro. Dr. Mason: I am duly in receipt of yonr letter of the 8th instant, 
and as I believe in the international or cosmopolitan character of the craft, will pro- 
ceed at once to answer voor numerous inquiries respecting Capitular Freemasonry, 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

“ I most first, however, premise that my time is too tally occupied to permit of my 
doing jnstice to so extensive a subject, and therefore wherein this reply may be 
deemed insufficient, a further communication from you shall, if possible, receive a 
more lengthy consideration. 

"As chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence for the District of 
Columbia, United States, yon will have frequently regretted the want of reliable 
nformation relative to the progress of Royal Arch Masonry in Europe. Were but 
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the example of the United States Grand Chapters to be followed, this unsatisfactory 
state of affairs would not long continue, but unfortunately, in our country the Quar- 
terly and Annual Communications Reports contain little beyond a register of the 
attendance and abstracts of accounts. Ireland is in the same category with us 
in England, but Scotland possesses valuable annual 4 Reporters ’ issued by the Grand 
Lodge and Grand Chapters respectively, and are much valued by literary Freemasons. 

44 Calendars, however, are published annually, in which may be found a quantity 
of statistical intelligence by the Grand Lodge of England and Ireland, Grand Orient 
of France, and by private enterprise. These are likely enough known to you. At 
leas't there is no reason why they should not be, as yon will only have to indicate 
your wishes to the Masonic publishers in Europe to secure copies of the documents 
and works published by the various Grand Bodies, or information as to where and 
how they may be obtained. 

44 Brothers Richard Spencer, Great Green street, and George Kenning, Little 
Britain, London, could procure you almost any kind of work relating to our ancient 
institution published in this hemisphere. The former has an excellent masonic library, 
and is the publisher of all the late Dr. Oliver’s voluminous masonic works. Brother 
Kenning is the proprietor of the Freemason , which, I believe, has the largest circu- 
lation of any masonic magazine in the world. It occurs to me that these brothers 
would be excellent mediums for yon whereby to obtain masonic publications, which 
at present you regret being unable to procure. 

44 I have devoted considerable time to the study of Royal Arch Masonry, and its 
real and supposed connections. Especially my researches have culminated in narrow- 
ing the question as to the date of origin , and as to when Grand Chapters were first 
formed in England. A short sketch of this subject will be interesting to you, and 
prove to be in some respects earlier positive information about the degree than you 
nave previously obtained. 

“ Doubts have been thrown on the antiquity of Royal Arch Masonry, and cer- 
tainly with truth. All purely masonic degrees, apart from the three first , have been 
introduced subsequent to the publication of the first printed Book of Constitutions by 
the Grand Lodge of England, A. D. 1723, and consequently are all of modem origin. 
Another opportunity may enable me to give you my views on craft masonry, both 
ancient and modern. With reference to Royal Arch Masonry, I believe it was intro- 
duced into England by the brethren against whom complaints were made at the 
Quarterly Convocation m June, 1739. 

44 The degree, however, though a foreign one — so far os Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the United States are concerned— is virtually of English origin, as its character was 
materially changed under the influence and exertions of both the 4 moderns ’ and 
4 ancients’ of England. How far the promoters of the 4 secession ’ from t ie first 
Grand Body of England were justified in altering the character of the degree , about 
A. D. 1740, we shall not here enter upon. That the 4 ancients ’ were the inventors in 
this country, no one doubts ; and if their success justified the means , the origin of 
the English Royal Arch was certainly a commendable work. 

44 In the present day, we have only to accept the 4 work’ handed down to us, and 
maintain the 4 landmarks.’ I purpose, in this short sketch, informing you (a) of the 
earliest references we have to the Royal Arch degree in this country, ( b ) the consti- 
tutions of the three Grand Chapters, (c) and a little statistical infohnation relating to 
the craft in Great Britain and Ireland. 

(a) Until A. D. 1867, no one during this century has produced earlier printed infor- 
mation referring to British Royal Arch Masonry than A. D. 1756, viz : 4 Ahiman Rezon,’ 
first edition. In this work Dr. D’Assigny is alluded to, A. D. 1744, as an authority of 
that year. The work of A. D. 1744 has not been actually known to the masonic 
public, however, for many years t until I became the fortunate purchaser of a copy 
in 1867, from a London second-hand bookseller. The work is entitled 4 A Serious and 
Impartial Inquiry,’ Dublin, A. D. 1744, and is written by Fifibld D’Assigny, M. D. 
As the Royal Arch is therein mentioned, and its source traced to England, an import- 
ant fact as to its approximate date is thereby determined: 

• ••**•**•* 

44 Subsequently in the Freemason's Magazine for Dec. 21, (No. 442,) this rare copy 
was also acknowledged to be, in all probability, unique, and references were made 
to well known masonic authors, such as Dr. George Kloss, Rev. Dr. Georoe Olivier, 
and others, who had quoted from Db. D’Assigny’s work, but always second-hand, 
viz.: from 4 Ahiman Rezon,’ of A. D. 1756, 1764, 1778, or late editions, by Laurence 
Dermott, Grand Secretary of the 4 Ancients.’ In no case have we been able to find 
any writer on freemasonry alluding to Dr. D’Assigny’s ‘Inquiry’ from personal 
observation of its contents, except in the case of Brother Dermott ; and, but for his 
quotation, we should, up to the end of last year, have been quite in ignorance of the 
existence of any printed book mentioning the English Royal Arch degree before A. 
D. 1756. 
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“In oar ‘ Analysis of Ancient and Modern Freemasonry,’ page 445 Freemasons’ 
Magazine, vol. 18, we mentioned that Brother FiNDKL.in his comprehensive ' History 
of Freemasonry,’ declares that he sought in vain for the book in the British Mn- 
seum ; and in Die Bauhutte for 8th August, 1868, there is an interesting article by 
our learned brother on the importance of the work itself, and the presumed value of 
its statements respecting the Royal Arch and Masonry generally. We are not aware 
whether the book is or is not in the British Museum, but would feel obliged for accu- 
rite information on the subject. It will be seen, by turning to Dr. Kloss’ invaluable 
4 I ibliographie der Freimaurier,’ A. D. 1844, article No. 1859, even that indefatigable 
hr ither was unable to do more than insert Brother Debmott’s notice of Dr. D’Assigxy 
and his notice of the Royal Arch (Vide, page 128, ‘ Filield D’Assigny, fchrieb 1744, 
cii Buch, welches Dermott im Ahiman Rezon, No. 154, angiebt, als enthalte es 
Bezugliches auf den Royal Arch Grad.’) This quotation is given by Dr. George 
Oliver, (page 107 4 Origin of the English Royal Arch’) and it is likewise adopted by 
various Masonic authors with or without acknowledgment. 

14 The following is an exact copy of the title page : 4 A serious and Impartial 
Enquiry in the cause of the present Decay of Freemasonry in the kingdom of Ireland. 
Humbly addressed to all the brethren accepted of before and since the Constitutions. 
To which are added such instructive remarks as may be found useful to revive the 
honor of that ancient Craft As likewise, by way of appendix will be inserted the 
old and new regulations of the London Constitutions, by the consent and approbation 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and dedicated to the Right Worshipful and Right 
Honorable the Lord Viscount Allen, Grand Master of this kingdom. The whole 
adorned with a curious copper-plate, suitable to the Order and design. By FiHeld 
D’Assigny, M. D., author of the Impartial Answer to the enemies of Freemasons. 
Dublin. Printed by Edward Bate, in Gcorge’s-lane, near Dame-street, M. I). C C. XL. 
IV., 8vo., 80 pages/ There are also a few ‘select songs of Masons' (eight in num- 
ber) appended, and likewise a list of the regular Lodges in the city of Dublin, 
together with the names of the respective Masters and Wardens, their times and 
places of meeting (16 in all, No. 1 declared 4 at this time to be vacant’), although not 
acknowledged in the 4 contents.’ The 4 copper-plate,’ unfortunately, has been re- 
moved by some regardless hands, and the 59th to the 64th pages inclusive, have been 
also extracted, containing the 18th to the 2Gth clauses of the ‘Regulations.’ So far 
as these regulations are concerned, the loss is of no importance, as we have them in 
the 4 New Book of Constitutions by Edward Spratt, Dublin, 1751,’ Anderson’s Consti- 
tutions, A. D. 1738, and other editions ; but we must confess to feeling much regret at 
the loss of the 4 curious copper plate.’ It may, however, have been nothing more 
than a copy of the 4 engraving’ adorning the Constitution of A. D. 1723 or 1738, like 
in many other works of that period. 

44 At present, the nature of the 4 curious copper-plate’ seems far removed from dis- 
covery. The author dedicates the * Enquiry’ to the noble and puissant 4 Prince 
Truth,’ because he has endeavored to preserve those lasting and unalterable princi- 
ples which the subjects of its kingdom so remarkably possess.’ About four hun- 
dred subscribers’ names are inserted immediately after the dedication, commencing 
with the Right Hon. John Lord Viscount Allkx, G. M., the Hon. Eliz Alldworth, 
Boyle Alldworth of Copsefield, and Laurence McDermott (Lawreuee Dermott). 
This celebrated 4 Lady Freemason’ is supposed to have been initiated about A. D. 1739 
(by the author of the * Memoir,’ issued by the noted Masonic publisher, Brother 
Richard Spencer.) Some writers, however, think the date was earlier, while others 
fancy it was later. 

“ The fact of her name occurring as a subscriber to Dr. D’Assiony’s 4 Enquiry’ A. 
D. 1744, somewhat narrows the inquiry, and is of itself confirmatory of the account 
of her being a 4 Free and Accepted Mason.’ It seems quite inexplicable, though, 
why the extraordinary initiation of this lady is ueither mentioned by Dr. D’Assigny, 
nor by Brother Edward Spratt, the Grand Secretary, in either of the works or con- 
stitutions published under their superintendence. The latter states that the ‘ Right 
Worshipful and Right Honorable the Lord Viscount Duneraile was proclaimed 
Grand Master of Masons and installed on Tuesday, 24th June, 1740. We take it that 
his Lordship succeeded the Right Honorable Arthur St. Legkr, created first Vis- 
count Dunrraile June 23d, 1703, (who died A. D. 1727) and consequently w r as a 
brother to the Honorable ‘ Elizabeth St. Legkr, w’lio married Richard Alldworth, 
Esq., of Newmarket, County Cork, who was son to Sir Richard Alldworth, Provost 
Mareschal of Munster.’ Those anxious to pursue the inquiry cannot do better than 

E rocure the ‘ Memoir’ from Brother R. Spencer. A sketch of the 4 Lady Freemason’ 
as also appeared in the 4 Devon and Cornwall Masonic Calendar, 1868,’ the Free- 
mason’s Magazine, and other Masonic publications. Dr. D’Assigny having had so 
numerous and influential a body of subscribers, several of whom took ‘six copies,* 
we are certainly surprised to find that the work has been lost sight of for upwards of a 
century. We think, however, that the doctor must have told some unpalatable 
truths, as his name never appears in the list of officers from A. D. 1730 to A. D. 1750, 
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neither is there any notice whatever taken of him or his publications by any com- 

S iler of the Irish Constitutions. Probably the work itself was * bought in,’ or con- 
emned by the authorities, as we know now averse they were then, and for some 
time afterwards , to publish anything in Masonry but the regulations. 

“ But to return to the main subject of this article. The preface commences thus : 

4 No government can properly subsist without certain wholesome laws and regula- 
tions, and as our commonwealth not only pleads the pride of antiqaity, but, with 
equal justice, boasts of the beauty, order, regularity, and happy disposition of its 
fundamental constitutions, and as the happiness of the Craft also depends on a per- 
fect intimacy with those rules handed down to us by our wise legislators, whose 
labors and skill in the everlasting art of architecture will demand the praise and 
admiration of the learned brethren in future ages, I have endeavored, in the follow- 
ing sheets, to represent Borne mistakes, irregularities, and unseemly transactions 
which have been occasioned by the want of an acquaintance with them, nor will the 
brethren, I hope, take it amiss (as I have chosen Truth for my patron) that I should 
strictly adhere to its principles, and point out the base and nnpure from the generons 
and brave.’ After alluding, in a most laudable manner, to the motives that should 
incite members of the fraternity to practice morality and good fellowship, so that 
they might * meet with a general esteem from all mankind,’ the following ‘ hearty 
good wishes’ are expressed in conclusion : * That plenty, peace, and unanimity may 
crown the brethren’s days, so that this life ended, they may receive the recompense 
of their toils, and dwell in the presence of that Immortal Stone belonging to our 
building— even the Alpha and Omega of our redemption.’ 

44 The author observes that 4 it is with the utmost anxiety of mind that he has any 
occasion to employ his pen in representing the decay of Freemasonry ; the increase 
of its welfare and advancement would have been a more pleasing task to him, but as 
the design of the present labor is to promote the latter,’ he proceeds to make the fol- 
lowing inquiries : 

44 First. 4 When or what time the Craft of Masonry was instituted.’ 

44 Secondly. 4 The cause or motive of its institution.’ 

4 * Thirdly. 4 The qualities or principles of the Craft” 

44 Fourthly. 4 The benefits arising from a strict observance of the principles thereof.’ 
44 It will be seen that these divisions of the subject involve a consideration of the 
whole scope of the Institution. 

"1. In order to solve the first question, he ‘traces antiquity even unto its infant 
state, and takes a view of our parent Adam in his sylvan lodge, where the Almighty 
Architect imprinted on the very tablets of his heart the amazing symmetry* and 
silent harmony of geometric proportion.* Then from 4 Cain, who erected a fair city, 
and Enoch, who by gift of prophecy foretold the deluge, and that great day yet to 
come of final conflagration,’ the author conducts his readers to ‘Shinar’s plain, where 
the masons laid the foundation of Babel’s stupendous tower!’ 

“Like most Masonic writers of that age, Dr. D’Assiony is anxious to give an epi- 
tome of ancient history so as to connect Freemasonry with every grand and stupen- 
dous structure from the beginning of time to the building of King Solomon’s temple, 
4 which was carried on by the wisdom and dexterity of the learned Hiram, Grand 
Master of the Lodge of Tyre, who, together with the inspired Hiram Abif, Master of 
the Work, without the noise of tools, produced the most perfect pattern of architect- 
ure, the wonder and amazement of the traveling world.’ We, however, of the pres- 
ent day, would give more for a few sentences from an old minute book than a million 
of learned fancies and absurd stories about the origin of the Craft 

44 The author was, after all, but following in the wake of the Rev. Dr. Jambs 
Anderson and other writers of that epoch. At page 16 the old York legend is 
inserted as an ‘ authentic account,’ e. < 7 .: 4 It is said there is held an assembly of 
Master Masons in the city of York, under the title of Royal Arch Masons, who, as 
their qualifications and excellencies are superior to others, they receive a larger pay 
than working masons : but of this more hereafter.’ (Page ,16.) We need not stay to 
discuss such a statement, as it is wholly fabulous. Brother Findbl was sent to this 
country by the ‘German Union of Freemasons,’ purposely to look into the matter; 
and his careful investigations abundantly confirmed the fact that, until after A. D. 
1760, Royal Arch Masonry was unknown in the city of York. With this statement 
we quite concur, as we proceeded to that famous Masonic city in the summer of 1867 ; 
and, although the records and charters were freely placed at our disposal, and a 
minute examination was instituted, nothing relative to the Royal Arch could be 
found until after the middle of the eighteenth century. Brother William Cowling, 
P. M., and treasurer of the Union Lodge, York, (custodier of the records of that 
Lodge and of those belonging to the extinct Grand Lodge) is also of the same opinion. 
Curiously enough, Dr. D’Assigny takes quite the reverse view as to the chivalric 
degrees and Masonry ; for so far from admitting the indebtedness of the latter to the 
former for their ceremonies, he expressly declares that it 4 could easily be proved 
that the Knights of Malta and many other religious orders and societies did borrow 
their solemn religious usages from our ancient fraternity.’— (Page 22.) 
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41 2. The motives of the Institution of Masonry are declared to be very numerous. 

4 The welfare and the good of mankind was the chief canse or motive of so grand an 
institution, which not only tends to protect them from external injuries, bat to polish 
the rasty dispositions of iniquitous minds, and to detain them within the limited and 
pleasant bounds of true religion, morality, and virtue/ 

44 3. The benefits arising from a strict observance of the principles of the Craft 
are so apparent that the anthor 4 believes every Christian would be found to profess 
and practice the same, because those principles tend to promote the happiness of 
life, as they are founded on the basis of wisdom and virtue.’ 

44 The following judicious 4 Remarks’ on this subject are offered by Dr. D’Assigny, 
and we have thought it advisable to give them almost verbatim , because in many 
respects they are applicable to, we fear, many Masons of the present day who have 
wholly mistaken the Intention of the society, and appear to believe that the chief 
end of Masonry is to 4 eat, drink, and be merry.’ It is to be regretted that so large 
a proportion of Lodges are held in 4 public houses or hotels although we would fain 
hope that much improvement has been made of late years in that respect. It seems 
to us quite out of place for Masons to meet in 4 taverns’ and * houses of public 
resort.’ In support of this opinion we cannot do better than refer our readers to a 
series of remarkable letters in The Freemason’s Magazine by my friend, Brother Dr. 
Henry Hopkins, and especially the one contained in the number for August 29, 1868. 
These letters are well written, and the result of many years’ close observation of 
Masonry by one skilled in the Craft. 

44 But, to return to Dr. D’Assigny : 4 In the first place, as our privileges and 
nstructions when rightly made use of, are not only productive of our welfare on this 
side of the grave, but even of our eternal happiness hereafter, they ought only to be 
ommunioated to those alone who might improve and enhance their value ; whereas, 
on the contrary, in several Lodges, too many have been fond of a trifling treat, and 
have sold their birthrights at a mean price, even for a mess of pottage ; and, instead 
of taking a due and especial care to inquire into the reputation or character of the 
candidate, they have imprudently hurried him into the Craft, contrary to the known 
constitutions. * * * From the imprudence of introducing such members various 
divisions and disputes have arose in Lodges, where the brethren (instead of preserv- 
ing the harmonious and friendly concord that ought to subsist amongst them) have 
umuckily fell into factious parties ; so that unanimity, which ever will be the lasting 
cement of the brotherhood, hath been dissolved. As an house divided against itself 
can not stand, so likewise it is absolutely essential that every community should pre- 
serve peace and harmony as the surest foundation of its welfare ; and l cannot help 
expressing my concern to hear of so many idle and trifling disputes as lately have 
happened amongst some of the fraternity, occasioned, as I must imagine, by the 
unfortunate and inconsiderate election of their members, the example of whom 
ought highly to engage us in a strict examination of the temper, disposition, and con- 
duct of each candidate ; for one contentious man may subvert and spoil the peace 
and quiet of our harmless hours, and, as the old proverb alleges— 

Unlco prava pecus inflcet omnia pecus. 

• One scabby sheep may Infect an whole flock.' 

44 4 The concurrent observation will, we trust, be well considered by the advocates 
of the Christian character of universal Freemasonry, and who would thereby virtually 
exclude Jews and other religionists as full participators in the benefits of our cosmo- 
politan institution : — 

44 4 But how ridiculous do partisans concerning religion appear among us ! Whereas 
the Craft, though founded upon that solid basis, will admit of no such controversies, 
and, provided we are not all of the same opinion in matters of faith, yet ought we 
ever to be of one mind in matters of Masonry ; that is to labor justly, not to eat any 
man’s bread for nought, but to the utmost of our capacity to love and serve each 
other, as brethren of the same household ought to do ; nor can I help judging it as great 
an absurdity in one man to quarrel with another because he will not believe as he 
does, as it would be in him to be angry because he was not exactly of the same size 
and countenance, Ac.,; but the true brotherhood are resolved never to suffer any 
strife to enter into the door of the Lodge upon that or any other point whatever.’ — 
(Page 39.) 

44 We come now to the quotation given by Laurbnck Dbrmott, in the 44 Ahiman 
Rezon.’ The part included in a parenthesis is all that is known to have appeared in 
any work, ana it will be seen that the character of the quotation is considerably 
altered by an examination of the context. No doubt Brother Dirhott (who was not 
over scrupulous what he did to advance the position of the 4 seceders,’ or 4 ancients,’ 
as they were called), gave as much of Dr.D’AssiONY's remarks as suited his purpose ; 
but, as we are now in possession of the book itself, it appears to us evident that the 
author was only acquainted with the three degrees of Craft Masonry, and no more. 
It also appears that he was not aware of the nature of the Royal Aren, and, although 
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he wished its promoters to be treated with deference, because 'they were an organ- 
ized body of men who had passed the chair,’ we must not forget he expressly warned 
the brethren against 'ridiculous innovations,’ ' foreign schemes,’ and any more than 
' three material steps’ in Masonry. I can see nothing but a fair answer to objectors, 
who considered they should know what the Royal Arch was, without making 
‘proper application,’ in Dr. D’Assiony, saying that they should seek to be admitted 
if they wished to know what the degree was like, and then be accepted with dne 
formality. No one, however, would take that opinion as equivalent to supporting 
the degree from one so anxious to act constitutionally, as at that time English Royal 
Arch Masonry was not recognized by any regular Grand Lodge in the world, and not 
by our own Grand Lodge until as late as A. 1). 1813. 

"It had, however, been virtually recognized by the Grand Lodge of England from 
1780 ; and from about that date to the ‘Union’ was patronized by many of the lead- 
ing members of the Fraternity, who formed a Grand Chapter eventually and prac- 
ticed the degree. For fuller information on this point we would refer our readers to 
Dr. Oliver's Royal Arch, and to our * Analysis’ — (Fart 2.) 

“ Dr. D’Assiony proceeds to observe that ‘ as the landmarks of the Constitution of 
Freemasonry are universally the same throughout all kingdoms, and are so well fixed 
that they will not admit of removal, how comes it to pass that some have been led 
away with ridiculous innovations, an example of which I shall prove by a certain 
propagator of a false system some years ago in this city, who imposed upon several 
very worthy meu under pretence of being Master of the Royal Arch, which he 
asserted he had brought with him from the city oi York ; and that the beauties of the 
Craft did principally consist in the knowledge of this valuable piece of Masonry. 
However, he carried" on his scheme for several months, and many of the learned and 
wise were his followers ; till at length his fallacious art was discovered by a brother 
of probity and wisdom, who had some small pace before attained that excellent part 
of Masonry in London, and plainly proved that his doctriue was false ; whereupon 
the brethren justly despised him, and ordered him to be excluded from all benefits 
of the Craft, and although*— (some of the Fraternity have expressed an uneasiness 
at this matter being kept a secret fro u them, since they had already passed through 
the usual degrees of probation. I can not help being of opinion that they have no 
right to any such benefit until they make a proper application, and are received with 
due formality ; aud as it is an organized body of men who have passed the chair, and 
given undeniable proofs of their skill in architecture, it cannot be treated with too 
much reverence, and more especially since the characters of the present members of 
that particular Lodge are untainted, aud their behavior judicious and unexception- 
able, so that there caunot be the least hinge to hang a doubt on, but they are most 
excellent Masons) — 1 cannot help informing the^brethren that there is lately arrived 
in this city a certain itinerant Mason, whose judgment (as he declares) is so far 
illumined, and whose optics are so strong that they can bear the view of the most 
lucid rays of the sun at noon-day ; and although we have contented ourselves with 
three material steps to approach our Snmmnm lionnm, the immortal (rod ; yet lie 
presumes to acquaint us that he can add three more, which, when properly placed, 
advances us to the highest heavens. ******** 
For my part I shall profess a very great esteem for any one who shall add to the 
beauty of our glorious art, or by any means improve or enhance the value thereof, 
aud were I assured that this adept had skill sufficient to demonstrate the truth of his 
assertion, 1 should pay him the utmost veneration ; but until then he must excuse 
me from being one of his devotees, and I hope that no innocent and worthy brother 
may at any time be misled by false insinuations or foreign schemes. 

** On comparing ‘ Ahiunin Rezon’ of A. D. 17">G with this work, one can easily see 
how much Brother Dkkmott was indebted to Dr. D’Assigny for most of what is 
valuable in that compilation, although the source whence he derived his information 
is not acknowledged. 

" It is quite impossible at this time to discover the name of the impostor mentioned. 
Both of the authors just mentioned refrain from stating who be was, as their aim was 
rather to ‘ reform than offend.’ We think, however, that Dr. D’Assigny never coun- 
tenanced anything in Masonry but the three degrees of the Craft, and that he was one 
of the few who raised their voices against the alterations then being made in the first 
and second degrees, but who more especially objected to the removal of the lost 
word from the third degree to the Royal Arch, and the substitution of six or more 
steps for the ‘ three material steps’ which enabled Master Masons to ‘ approach the 
immortal God.’ Having attempted to do justice to the memory of Dr. D’Assiony, 
and thereby claimed him as an advocate of but ‘ three degrees and no more, in An- 
cient Free and Accepted Masonry,’ I shall conclude my agreeable labors by present- 
ing the finishing observations of that learned Mason. * In ancient times Lodges were 


* Vide Ahiman Eezon, A. D. 1756, 1764, &c. 
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only schools of architecture, and the presiding Masters were generally learned geome- 
tricians, who took care to instruct their brethren and fellows in the Btody of the 
liberal arts and sciences, and for their better government they formed such laws and 

f eneral regulations as were thought necessary to maintain the harmony and well- 
eing of each particular organized body, and upon the neglect of attendance of 
either Master or fellow (when duly summoned) a severe censure was incurred, until 
he could prove unto to the whole Lodge that pure necessity was the motive of his 
absence.' 

“ 4 It is heartily to be wished that the knowledge of geometry and architecture, 
together with the rest of the sciences, were the only entertainment of modern Lodges. 
If so, what is often unhappily substituted in their places would not prevail as it does, 
neither ought a man to attain to any dignity in Masonry without first having a compe- 
tent knowledge in the liberal arts, ana I am sorry to say that so few of that stamp 
are to be met with in the Lodges of this great* metropolis, which defect is certainly 
owing (as heretofore observed) to the imprudent choice and introduction of their 
members, for every man formerly (though perhaps of a good and moral reputation) 
was not admitted into the Craft, nor allowed to snare the benefits of our noble insti- 
tution, unless he was endued with skill in Masonry, as he might thereby be able to 
improve the art either by plan or workmanship, or had such an affluence of fortune 
as should enable him to employ, honor, and protect the Craftsmen. I would not be 
understood by this to mean that no citizen or reputable tradesmen should receive 
any of our benefits, but, on the contrary, am of opinion that they are valuable mem- 
bers of the commonwealth, and in consequence would prove real ornaments ; but 
how ridicolous is it to see daily so many persons of low life introduced among us, 

and when they are admitted into the company of their betters by the 

assistance of Masonry, they too often act beyond their capacities, and (if the expres- 
sion may be allowed) soon turn Mason-mad, and, under pretence of searching for 
knowledge, they fall into scenes of gluttony or drunkenness, and thereby neglect 
their necessary occupations and injure their families, which is not consistent with the 
known laws, constitutions, and principles of all true brethren.” 

44 4 The by-laws and general regulations of the Lodges in this city are exceedingly 
well calculated for good management of the Craft, but what avails the best contrived 
and most salutary laws if they are not put into form and properly executed ? To 
pass over indiscretions is in some measure granting a sanction or approbation of 
them, wherefore it highly concerns our worthy Masters to let no crime remain unre- 
buked, but duly to admonish the offender, and if he repeats his transgression, to 
inflict such punishments as they and the brethren shall judge necessary/ 

44 4 Having now described the cause of the present decay of Freemasonry, together 
with some remarks which I hope will be found useful to the brethren, I shall give 
them the following friendly admonition, and then conclude : 

44 4 As the Craft hath subsisted from time immemorial, and contains the most glori- 
ous precepts of morality and virtue, let not the malicious world have cause to blame 
us for any base or degenerate actions, but let us industriously nursne the unerring 
rule which the Almighty Architect hath given us ; let us be unitea in one sacred bond 
of love and friendship, and, if there is contention amongst us, let it be in striving who 
can outdo each other in actB of religion, mercy, charity, and all other good offices/ 

44 Let us all endeavor to deserve the following true character : — 

44 4 If all the social virtues of the mind. 

If an extensive love to all mankind. 

If hospitable welcome to a guest. 

And speedy charity to the distressed. 

If due regard to liberty and laws. 

Zeal for our king, mid for our country's cause. 

If these are principles deserving fame. 

Let Masons then enjoy the praise they claim/ ” 

44 In consequence of the value of this discovery, I sent a lengthy communication 
to the 8. G. Chapter of Scotland, and suggested their altering the excellent preface 
to their statutes, so far as it contains a statement that the earliest printed notice of 
the Boyal Arch was dated 1764. According, in the edition of the Laws (viz: 1869) 
the Royal Arch is traced to A. D. 1744, and the Grand Chapter also, in the most hand- 
some manner, acknowledged their indebtedness to me for the discovery. 

44 As soon as my engagements permit, the scarce work will be reprinted, when a 
copy shall be 4 mailed’ to yon in due course for your acceptance. 

44 1 have plenty of foreign works, from about 1740, which clearly indicate that the 
word of the third degree was then quite different to now, and that the origin of the 
Royal Arch in this country is to be found in fact of the alteration of the third degree 


«< • We fancy that Dublin is not the only 4 great metropolis* of the present day that labors 
under the manifest disadvantages Dr. D’Absxqny points out, as resulting from an improper 
choice of members, for unsuitable candidates being accepted as members In our Lodges is 
the crying evil and curse of modem Lodges almost everywhere. 
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by the * seceders.’ The 4 Origin of the Koval Arch,’ by the late Rev. George Oliver, 
D. D., is the beat work on the subject, although at the time the above work was not 
found, yet nearly every matter of importance affecting the degree is noticed by 
oar much respected and revered Masonic author. (It is published by R. Spenoer, 
London, at five shillings and six-pence.) The degree is thus traced in print for a 
period of at least one hundred and twenty-six years . How absurd, then, for some to 
state it has only existed since 1776 ! ! 

11 (6.) The Constitution of the three Grand Chapters, and— 

“ (c.) Statistics, &c. 

“ The United Grand Chapter of England was formed A. D. 1817, by virtue of the 
* Articles of Union’ A. D. 1813, by the incorporation of two Grand Chapters, viz: 
those of the * Ancients 1 and the ‘ Modems .* The ‘ Ancients’ had a * General Grand 
Chapter’ before the 4 Union,’ recognized by (and in fact a part of) their Grand Lodge, 
and the Chapters were held under the sanction of the Lodges, no fees for separate 
warrants being charged. The prerequisites were, having taken the three degrees 
and 4 passed the chair.’ The Royal Arch by them was called the 4 fourth degree.’ 
The 4 Moderns,’ however, were, as Royal Arch Masons, not acknowledged by their 
Grand Lodge ; but, on the contrary, that body passed a distinct resolution only a 
few years before the 4 Union,’ declaring its non-participation in any way with the 
degree. Hence such brethren, under the rule of the regular Grand Lodge, established 
a Grand Chapter , and aranted warrants to work the degree, with certain dues for 
constitution and such like. The first edition of their laws was published A. D. 1778, 
and the second A. D. 1782. There has been some discussion as to the date when this 
Grand Chapter was formed, and it has generally been placed at A. D. 1776. My 
researches, however, make it at least ten years earlier. I have now before me a 
warrant issued by this Grand Chapter on the 12th day of May, A. L. 1773, A. D. 1769, 
to the ‘Euphrates Lodge or the Chapter of the Garden of Eden being No. 2.' On this 
fact, and also that in the laws of 1778 the year 1766 is mentioned as a date from 
which all Chapters must be legally constituted by this Grand Chapter (page l.‘>) to 
secure recognition, I think we may conclude that this Supreme Body was formed A. 
D. 1766, at the latest. At least , such are the results of my examination. In Masonic 
Miscellanies, by T. Jones, 1797, will be found a list of their Chapters, numbering 
some ninety, the above Chapter, No. 2, being then registered No. 6. No dates are 
appended ; neither are any of them noticed in the calendar published by the Grand 
Lodge of England for the same year, or in fact for any year until after A. D. 1813. 
The prerequisites for exaltation were similar to those in operation among the 
‘seceders.’ 

41 Since the two Grand Chapters have been united, the degree has been recognized 
by the Grand Lodge of England, but only as a part of the third degree, and not as a 
fourth. This body recognizes none besides, although it tolerates any degrees being 
worked so long as they are kept distinct from Craft Masonry. 

44 In Scotland the Grand Chapter was formed in 1817, but for about seventy 
years before the degree was worked in that country, thongh irregularly. The Grand 
Lodge of Scotland only recognizes the three Craft degrees and the Mark. The 
Royal Arch is represented by an independent Grand Chapter, and is worked differ- 
ently to England, as the Mark, Past Master, Excellent Master, and the 4 Veils,’ are 
required preparatory to the degree of Royal Arch being taken. This body has 

J rranted warrants to work the Mark degree in England, notwithstanding the legal 
ortnation of a Grand Lodge to work that degree A. D. 1856, and which now has one 
hundred Mark Lodges under its rule, and is in an excellent working order. In Ire- 
land the Grand Lodge is confined to the Ciaft, only it and all the old Grand Bodies 
are in unison, and a regular series or grade of degrees, from the first to the thirty 
third, is reciprocally worked. The Grand Chapter only gives the Mark, 4 Veils,’ and 
Royal Arch degree. Before a brother can. take the Rose Croix, he is required to be 
thirty-three years of age, seven years a Master Mason, and to have beeu admitted a 
Mark Master, Royal Arch, Knight of the Sword, Knight of the East, Knight of the 
East and West, Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta, and have been a Master of a 
Lodge for six months ! The degrees of 4 Royal and Select Masters 1 are uot known 
in either country, and are virtually given in the first degrees of the Ancient and 
Accepted Rite, of which they are copies. The Grand Chapter of Ireland approaches 
the nearest to capitular Masonry in the United States, although, as in England and 
Ireland, 4 High Priesthood is not recognized. 

Id England the Royal Arch is most carefully worked, is exclusive in its member- 
ship, and has attained a high degree of perfection, especially in London, where many 
of its preceptors are able exponents and ritualists of the sublime mysteries of the 
Order. 

44 Under the Grand Lodge of England there are over 1,200 active Lodges, 400 
Royal Arch Chapters, and 100 Mark Lodges (under Grand Lodge of Mark Masters.) 
The Lodges at the 4 Union of 1813’ were taken alternately from the 4 Ancients’ and 
1 Modems,’ the latter coming first, so .that the mere number is not an evidence of 
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date alone, as e. g„ No. 2 is much older than No. 1, and so No. 4 than 3, and No. 2 
and 4 than the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, which comes first. The 4 Moderns’ are 
easily recognized by turning to the calendar published by the Grand Lodge, as those 
only have the dates of their constitution given before 1813. As each Chapter takes 
the number of the Lodge to which it is attached, it would be wrong to suppose that, 
as the last Chapter mentioned in the calendar for 1870 is No. 1,222, that there were 
over one thousand chapters under England, as some of our American friends have 
done, where as, in reality, there are not now half that number. 

“The Grand Lodge of Ireland has some 400 lodges, and the Grand Chapter has 
about 80 Chapters on its roll. The latter are numbered according to the Lodges under 
which they work. 

“in Scotland there are also about 400 lodges [note] (although the last granted 
bears the number 1,014 under Ireland in 1869, there are not 600 really in existence 
in that country, as the numbers are not altered every now and then as in England 
especially, and in Scotland, the vacancies being occasioned by lodges resigning war* 
rants on forming new Grand Lodges abroad.) The Grand Chapter musters Borne 100 
chapters and about 12 Mark lodges working under its authority out of that couutry. 

44 The Grand Lodge of England has done a great work. 4 The immeuse masonic 
constellation that now shines in the far Pacific seas has arisen in light and beauty 'of 
late years. Remote and amost mystical corners of the globe have received the 
benefits of freemasonry under its auspices. From Japan to Gibraltar, from the Gold 
Coast to the Himalayan Mountains, through the ancient empire of Cathay and the 
bleak regions of Newfoundland, the blessings of our friendly craft have been spread 
through its fostering care,’ and what is more, it is virtually the great parent of every 
Grand Lodge under the sun, and the Grand mother of about two millions of Masons 
now walking the earth, who, if they but followed its teachings, might soon change 
this world into a moral ( as well as it is now, a terrestrial) paradise. 

“ My work is done ! Accept my fraternal greeting. 

“ William James Buchan. 

“ Note.— Royal Arch masonry, as in Great Britain, is only worked where the Eng- 
lish language is spoken verbally. It is unknown in France, Germany, and in fact 
everywhere but in England, Scotland, Ireland, the United States, and British posses- 
sions. 

“The ancteut and accepted Scottish Rite, in the 13°, supplies the main features 
for the foreign brethren. “ W. J. IJ. 

44 To the 111. and M.\ E.\ Companion John Edwin Mason, M. D., &c. “ From 
Mr. William J. Hughan, P. M., No. 131, Truro, Prov. Grand Secretary for Cornwall, 
Honorary Member ‘ Mother Lodge, Kelwinning,’ Scotland; No. 1,195, London; No. 
415 Glasgow; No. 1222, Chapter Weston, No. 18, Chapter Ayr, Scotland, &c., 
author of ‘Constitutions of Freemasons/ &c.” 

To say that the Committee on Foreign Correspondence are under great obligations 
to this Eminent Companion for this vast amount of useful information, feebly expresses 
their feelings. The sincere thanks of our companions here in the capital of the 
United States are tendered, with the assurances that more light has been shed on 
Royal Arch masonry by this learned companion than has been received from any 
other source across the Atlantic. 

Appropriate to this subject, we add the following from one of the lectures of 
Companion Wm. R. Singleton, the well known masonic antiquarian and archmologist 
of this city. 

“ The Royal Arch degree was introduced into England in A. D. 1740, by Chevalier 
Ramsey, at the time of the great dissensions between the Grand Lodge of England 
and the Grand Lodge of York. Ramsey sought by masonry to advance the interests 
of the Pretender, and he claimed that this degree originated in the * Holy Land.’ He 
was rejected by the Grand Lodge, and he then sought alliance with those called the 
‘Ancients,’ or Seceders. Lawrence Dekmott, being for many years their leader and 
most active spirit, sought by this degree to draw attention to the ancient Lodges, and 
claimed for masonry four degrees, when the Moderns, or the Grand Lodge, knew of but 
three. In 1756 he published the Ahiman Rezon, with similar statements in it. His 
degree, however, was not precisely like the Ramsey, but was evidently derived from 
it. The Grand Lodge did not recognize the degree as late as 1758. The Grand Lodge 
of the Ancients was formed about A. D. 1753, and authorized the conferring of the 
four degrees, and Dekmott says that the opinion of W.\ Brother Dr. Fitfield 
D’Assigney was, 4 that no one had a right to the fourth degree, unless they had passed 
the chair, and given undeniable proofs of their skill, and therefore must have been 
actual past masters. 

“Thomas Dcjnckkrley, an illegitimate son of George II, was chosen master of 
a lodge in 1770, and soon became Grand Master, visiting the Ancient Lodges, became 
acquainted with the new degree, and resolved that 4 they should not appropriate a 
single pearl of any value towards the elucidation of the craft.’ He remodeled it and 
revised the lecture, presented the degree to the Grand Lodge. It was found that the 
practice of this degree required a change in the Master’s degree — a removal and a 
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substitution; says Dr. Oliver, 1 a transfer of the Master’s word. 1 It withstood the 
attacks made upon it by the influence of the Duke of Clarence and the brilliancy and 
genius of Dunckerlby, and since 1779 the Holy Royal Arch has been cultivated under 
the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, and declared to be a part of ancient 
masonry. In connection with this history, I may state that after this period, during 
the revival of masonry and its introduction into various countries no less than three 
thousand degrees were manufactured claiming to be masonic, or like thereto, all 
made within a period of three-quarters of a century. 

“Some were useful, instructive, and worthy of cultivation. Among these were 
the twenty-five degrees of the Rite of Perfection, which first appeared in France A. 
D. 1758, introduced into this country, 1764. Eight degrees were afterwards added, 
making thirtv-three, and styled the 4 Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.’ The 
thirteenth of each of these was and is the Royal Arch, known as Enoch’s Arch, 
Knights of the Ninth Aren, and the Ancient Arch of King Solomon. 

“ From A. D. 1740 to 1779 there were four degrees called Royal Arch, or phases 
of it, neither of which are practiced in this country under the authority of the General 
Grand Chapter : 1. Ramsey’s Royal Arch, A. D. 1740; 2. Dkrmott’s Holy Royal Arch, 
A. D. 1750 ; 3. R. A. of the Rite of Perfection, A. D. 1758 ; 4. Dunokerley’s Holy 
Royal Arch. A. D. 1779 ; Add the 5th, Webb’s or American, about A. D. 1796-7. 

“The Webb or American degree, practiced in the United States, differs from all 
the other.**, and when first promulgated by Webb, in 1797, was a new degree, composed 
of a little from the Rite of Perfection, from Dermott’s and Dunckerley’s, with 
a cementation of new matter.” 

**•«•*•**• 

“It is a well established fact that Webb remodeled the Royal Arch degree, and 
revised it from the English work ; and the degree as now conferred in the United 
States was prepared by Thomas Smith Wrbb. He added the Past Master’s degree, 
and took the Mark Master’s degree from the solitary condition in which he found it in 
the Mark Lodge, and annexed it to the chapter, thus making three degrees. He soon 
after prepared in his fertile brain still another degree, entirely unknown across the 
Atlantic at this date, which he called the Most Excellent Master, which is the shortest 
but most beautiful in the chapter degrees. This was at once adopted as one of the 
four degrees in capitular masonry, and thus the work as now conferred in tlm United 
States sprung into existence.” 

We notice that under the head of “ mistakes overlooked, and unconsidered errors 
picked up by the Grand Secretary,” he publishes all the errors discovered by him in 
the retorns of the various subordinate Chapters, as: “ Talladega No. 23,— Seal nearly 
upside down.” “Courtland No. 25,— Initials used, seal crank-sided,” Ac. What a 
crank-sided seal is we are at a loss to imagine, but we presume it is “ an unconsid- 
ered error,” at least Perhaps a table of this character published in our own pro- 
ceedings might have a salutary effect upon the Secretaries of some of our subordi- 
nates, but we fear they would get crank -sided themselves if we should publish all 
their short comings. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. 

Address of Grand Secretary : Daniel Sayre, Montgomery. 

CANADA. 

The fifteenth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Canada was held 
in the city of Toronto on the fourteenth day of August, 1872, the M .\ E.\ Thompson 
Wilson, Past Grand Z., presiding, the R.\ E.\ Thomas Bird Harris being Grand 
Scribe E.\ Thirty-five chartered Chapters and three under dispensation were rep- 
resented at the opening. 

The Jf.\ E.\ T. Douglas Harrington, Grand Z., being prevented by illness from 
attending the Convocation, his address was read by the 22.*. E.\ Samuel B. Harman, 
Grand H. 

The Grand Z. prefaces his address by expressing his regret at his inability to 
eqjoy the reunion with his old friends and companions after a year of separation. 
He says : “ Royal Arch affairs have afforded so little material to which to call your 
attention on account of the general harmony that has reigned, that my address can 
not be of lengthy dimensions.” He reports the issue of six dispensations to form 
new Chapters, and hopes the new subordinates will prove worthy of the trust con- 
fided in them. He says the representative system is gaining ground and popularity, 
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and announces the appointment of representatives near the Grand Chapters of the 
District of Columbia and Illinois. The Grand Mark Lodge of England having sought 
an interchange of representatives, he directed the Grand Scribe E. to write and 
state that any representative must necessarily be a Principal or Past Principal, 
(High Priest or Past High Priest), of a Chapter, and could, of course, act only 
in matters pertaining to the Mark Degree. He regards the subject as at- 
tended with some difficulty, and recommends it to the careful consideration of the 
Grand Chapter. He calls attention to the report that the Grand Mark Lodge of 
England is trying to assume some control over the Mark Degree in Canada, by grant- 
ing, or proposing to grant, warrants for conferring the same, and states that he had 
caused that Grand Body to be notified that the degrees of Mark Master, Past Mas- 
ter, and Most Excellent Master belong to the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada exclusively, and that any Mark Warrant issued from England could not be 
recognized and should be withdrawn and canceled, and that any other course could 
not fail to seriously imperil the friendly relations now existing between the two 
bodies. 

We think the Grand Z. has taken the proper course in this matter, for the estab- 
lishment of Mark Lodges, independent of and not amenable to the Grand Chapter, 
must inevitably result in serious difficulties and complications. 

In calling the attention of the Grand Chapter to the restoration to health of the 
illustrious brother and companion, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, he says : 
" We have indeed great reason to return our heartfelt thanks to the * Giver of all 
Good ’ for this, one of his manifold mercies, in thus giving back from the very brink 
of the grave the hope of the British Dominions, and over which the sun never sets 
and he recommends that the Grand Chapter unite with the Grand Lodge of Canada 
in sending to England a loyal address of congratulation and warm sympathy. 

He states that discord exists in one of the subordinate Chapters, growing out of 
the “ Quebec Difficulty,” and hopes that the “ outstanding grievance and Masonic 
scandal ” may be removed by the action of the Grand Chapter. We shall rejoice 
when this Quebec ghost is laid. 

The reports of the various “ Grand Superintendents ” exhibit a picture of har- 
mony and prosperity which is truly gratifying, and we congratulate our companions 
of Canada upon the bright prospectB before them. 

The Grand Chapter loses an able and zealous officer in the Jf.\ E. m . T. Douglas 
Harrington, Grand Z., who, for eleven years, has guided its destinies, and proved 
himself to be a faithful worker in the vineyard : he has well earned the wages which 
he receives in the love and esteem of his companions. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. Henry Robertson, in 
which he ably reviews the transactions of twenty-eight Grand Chapters ; also those 
of the General Grand Chapter of the United S ates for 1871. 

The proceedings of California, together with those of ten other States, failed to 
reach him— much to our regret. The R . \ E.\ 8. B. Harman, of Toronto, was elect- 
ed Grand Z., and the V.\ E.\ Thomas Bird Harris was reelected Grand Scribe E. 

Address of the Grand Scribe E.,— Hamilton, Ontario. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The semi-annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut was held in 
the city of New Britain on the first day of November, 1871. Twenty-five subordi- 
nate Chapters were represented, one of which was opened by its regular officers 
and the degrees were conferred upon candidates and the lectures rehearsed in fall. 

The following resolution was adopted 

Resolved , That the Chapters within this jurisdiction be, and they are hereby, 
required to conform with the resolution on the Bubject of ritual, adopted by the M.\ 
E.\ General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, and that the work be 
promulgated by the first four officers of this Grand Chapter accordingly. 
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The seventy-fourth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Hartford on the 
seventh day of May, 1872, the M.\ E.\ Charles W. Stearns, Grand High Priest, 
presiding, the B.\ E.\ Joseph K. Wheeler being Grand Secretary. 

At this Convocation thirty chartered Chapters (being all upon the registry) were 
represented, and one nnder dispensation. 

The Grand High Priest in his addresB thus refers to the last meeting of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter 

When I say to you that thirty Grand Chapters were there represented, I can offer 
you no higher or more conclusive evidence to substantiate the fact that that body — 
which has so long been subjected to ridicule and abuse from those who may have 
misjudged it in its intents and purposes— stands to-day upon the highest pinnacle of 
fame ; to-day it is recognized as a power, and its influence is being felt throughout 
the civilized world. 

In years past, this Grand Chapter has expressed some doubt as to the utility or 
usefulness of this great and central head of Royal Arch Masonry. 

If there be any timid ones, with hearts filled with forebodings of evil, fearful that 
their rights and privileges are in danger of being destroyed, let me encourage them 
to look up with confidence ; let me assure them— as I may with safety— that the 
Companions who from time to time compose the General Grand Chapter are men of 
intelligence, discretion, and ability, strenuous in their endeavors to dispense justice 
to all, and anxious to Bee the fair fame of our institution preserved in all its purity. 

He reports the issue of one dispensation to form a new Chapter, and five for spe- 
cial purposes. 

He appears to have been tolerably well satisfied with the personnel of the Grand 
Chapter, as he says : “ While our Chapters are governed by men of intelligence, 
ability, discretion, and zeal — such as are seen here to-day— we shall maintain a posi- 
tion of honor, and onr name shall go abroad, diffusing light.” 

Representatives were appointed near the Grand Chapters of New York, Minne- 
sota, and Kansas. 

He recommends that the dues of the subordinate Chapters be temporarily in- 
creased until a sufficient fund has accumulated to defray the expense of publishing 
the earlier records of the Grand Chapter. 

The chairman of the Committee on Correspondence was, by a resolution of the 
Grand Chapter, requested to furnish his report in time for publication before the 
Annual Convocation. This has always been the practice in this jurisdiction, and we 
are surprised that it is not universally adopted. It affords the members of the Grand 
Chapter an opportunity to examine and criticise the report before it is ordered for 
publication with the proceedings, saves the time employed in the reading, — if, in- 
deed, they ever are re ad, —and, judging from the tenor of some reports which have 
come under our notice, we are led to the conclusion that, had they been subjected 
to the scrutiny of the Grand Chapter before publication, we should have been spared 
the pain and trouble of reviewing them ; and it also greatly facilitates the speedy 
publication of the proceedings. 

The Auditing Committee report a balance in the treasury of $376 87. 

A committee was appointed to devise some plan for a more efficient system of 
visitation and inspection, and this action was probably induced by the report of the 
Deputy Grand High Priest, in which he stated that he had made but one official visit 
during the year, and that the subordinates, so far as his acquaintance extended, 
were competent to perform any part of the work, “ be it ever bo difficult.” 

The Committee on Grievances report nothing to do, and they appear to have 
aided each other in doing it, with a zeal and unanimity truly commendable. 

Comp. Luke A. Lockwood presents the Report on Correspondence, which, in 
point of excellence, is fully up to the standard of its predecessors. He reviews the 
transactions of twenty-seven Grand Chapters, and of the General Grand Chapter at 
its last triennial session. California for 1871 receives fraternal notice. 

In alluding to a certain transaction, ordered by the Grand High Priest of Illinois 
to be expunged from the records of a subordinate Chapter, he says ; “ Pray tell ns 
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how the expunging is done. Is the record kept on a slate and wiped off? If upon 
paper, is the leaf torn out ? It strikes us that this word 4 expunge ’ can not be found 
in the Masonic vocabulary.’ 1 We presume a wet sponge is passed over it until the 
writing becomes illegible, when it is considered ex-sponged. 

He thus treats the good-natured insinuation of Comp. Hacker, of Indiana, that the 
“ one cent for tribute,” levied by the General Grand Chapter, might be needed to 
defray the expenses of the 11 riotons living ” usually indulged in during its sessions:— 

The General Grand Chapter is well known. The sources of her revenue are limited. 
The expense of 4 * magnificent banquets” has never been paid out of the treasury, 
but has always been the free-will offering of her loving and hospitable children. It 
is not seemly to give our mother a stone when she asks bread. This, too, from our 
venerable and respected Companion Hacker. We are glad to see that forty dollars 
were appropriated for the General Grand Chapter; and, for fear our Indiana repre- 
sentatives might vote in General Grand Chapter to have it expended for a “magnificent 
banquet,” its use is limited to defraying expenses of printing. 

Too bad that Indiana’s quota should thus have been limited, but, Comp. Lock* 
wood, we will make a suggestion, and won’t charge you a cent for it. Wc are an 
old sailor, and know the ropes ; many a good coil of spun-yarn we have seen charged 
on the books of the ship chandler, which was represented by a gallon of “ old rye ” 
on board ship. If Indiana desires her contribution to be applied to defraying the 
expenses of printing, let it be so applied. We must have bills of fare for our 44 mag- 
nificent banquets,” you know, and these bills must be printed, and the printer must 
be paid (if we can ’t avoid it). We don’t dare to say more, for fear Corson ei als. 
will think our moral standard not sufficiently elevated to entitle us to membership 
in the M. A. S. 

He approves of printing Reports on Correspondence before the meeting of the 
Grand Chapter, and under the head of 44 New Jersey” he says : 44 This is a good 
idea, and it would be well to make it general. If this were done the Grand 
Chapter would be able, in a measure, to control the occasional erratic notices of their 
correspondents.” 

In reviewing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Ohio, he quotes the fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

44 Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, a Master Mason, who has 
become maimed in person, is not thereby prevented from receiving the degrees con- 
ferred in a Royal Arch Chapter.” 

He improves this opportunity to poke fun at Ohio, as follows : — 

We are glad to know this, for if we ever visit Ohio again and a Royal Arch Mason 
without arms shall offer his foot in welcome, we can reciprocate the warm pressure, 
and safely infer that he has been duly exalted by a Chapter, which is its own and 
sole judge of the necessary physical qualification of its candidates. Again, how 
deeply we all must sympathize with leg-less, weary sojourners. Do they t cade streams 
or pass bridges in Ohio? The idea of the lame, the halt and the blind re-building 
the House of the Lord ! It might be consistent, for they ought to be willing to work 
without the hope of fee or reward. Please reconsider. The subject grows, but lost 
legs, hands, arms and feet will not. 

Of the General Grand Chapter he says : — 

The meeting was altogether pleasant, and in many respects profitable. The 
learned, and most unexpected lecture by M.\ E.\ Companion Albert Pike, on 
Divinity, Demonology and Geography, was listened to with profound respect. From 
i t we learned the utter unwortniness of credence of Dr. Oliver. Mackey, and other 
lights heretofore regarded as authority upon subjects of masonic research. The final 
result wa9, the General Grand Chapter decided unanimously, what there never was 
any dispute about, to wit, the correct G. 0. W. Yet the lecture was aimed to destroy 
the received G. R. A. W. of York masonry, together with its moat impressive, con- 
sistent and beautiful symbolism. The question, 44 What will he do with it?” remains 
yet unanswered. It was not 44 expunged ” — that is the modern word— but was to be 
used ; but for what purpose is left a mystery. We say boldly, that the precipitation 
of this discussion upon the General Grand Chapter without notice, involving, as it 
did and does, the very life of the Royal Art, wsb unfair ; and the attempted ridicule 
was unworthy of the occasion, the subject and the memory of our worthy ancestors 
who transmitted it For the information of the Royal Craft who were not present to 
“ ‘ n to the attempted assassination of the Royal Arch, of the York Rite, ( we use the 
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word advisedly,) we would say, that upon investigation, we find that M.\ E.\ Com- 
panion Pike’s statement is not sustained, by any authority we can find, on the 
contrary, is opposed by all. 

We are surprised at the temerity displayed in the foregoing paragraph. What! 
dispute the authority of Albert Pike in such a matter? Preposterous. 

The M.\ E,\ William W. Lee, of West Meriden, was elected Grand High Priest, 
and Comp. Joseph K. Wheeler, of Hartford, was reelected Grand Secretary. 

DELAWARE. 

The fourth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Delaware was held in 
the city of Dover on the seventeenth day of January, 1872, — the M.\ E A. V. Les- 
ley, Grand High Priest, presiding, and the J R.\ E.\ W. F. Godwin being Grand Sec- 
retary. All the Chapters in the jurisdiction were represented, yet no complaint of 
overcrowding was made. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a well written paper, replete with wise 
counsel and sound moral sentiment. He congratulates the Grand Chapter upon the 
perfect harmony now existing ; upon its unbroken number and efficient working. 
He says : “ We have no loss to mourn, no division of sentiment to regret, and we 
meet, I trust, with purposes full of zeal for the advancement of the Order, the good 
and healthy growth of which should be our chief care and delight, as it is our duty.” 
He thinks the gray-beards should surrender to the younger companions the honor of 
navigating the R*>yal Arch ship, and, having borne the heat and burden of the morn- 
ing and the noon, enjoy their wages and a cabin passage for the balance of the trip ; 
occasionally casting an eye to windward to see that no sudden squalj overtakes her, 
or keeping a sharp lookout to leeward for breakers. This may be good policy, but 
we prefer to see an old shell-back at the wheel and let the youngsters serve their 
apprenticeship. 

His ideas with reference to the General Grand Chapter we fully indorse. He 
says : — 

It is my desire to see our jurisdiction oceupy a high position in the family of 
Grand Chapters, which, by its representatives, triennially assembles, and whose su- 
preme influence is always existent for the concentering of sufficient power to bind 
the forces and interests of all the Royal Arch bodies of the continent together into 
one powerful and harmonious whole. 

Independent, yet bound together; distinct and unfettered in action, yet in close 
communication and sympathy ; not so much ruled over, as placed in accord, the va- 
rious Grand Chapters find in the General Grand bodv their central meeting-point, 
and feel its influence as an incentive to a noble emulation. That influence felt by 
each, and appreciated, will tend to increase our numbers in better material, lead 
each to be more careful in selection, more diligent in work and workmanship. 

He speaks of the struggles of the Grand Chapter for existence, against the 11 bulls, 
edicts, machinations, and secret workings” of those who strove to deter them from 
replacing the ark upon the long-neglected altar, and rejoices that the battle is over 
and the victory won. So do we. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest reports the issue by him of one dispensation to 
form a new Chapter, and regrets that circumstances render it impossible for him to 
be present at the Grand Convocation. 

Considerable discussion was bad* as to the right of the Deputy Grand High Priest 
to issue a dispensation without the seal of the Grand Chapter being attached. We 
have always considered that the seal attached to a document emanating from any 
legally-organized body or its authorized officer was that which gave to it force and 
effect, which proved its genuineness, and without which it must be ineffective ; but 
this may be an old fogy notion of ours. The illegality of the dispensation was over- 
looked and a charter was granted. 

Comp. D. C. Godwin presents a good Report on Correspondence, in which he re- 
views the transactions of twenty-five Grand Chapters and those of the General Grand 
Chapter. The existence of California is recognized, and two or three sentences are 
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jerked from the address of the Grand High Priest and thrown in as if the writer was 
anxions to get nearer home as soon as possible. Under the head of “ South Caro- 
lina ” he says : — 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence not having time since the reception 
of the proceeding, to prepare a report, gave only their excuse. The committee, 
however, expressed it as their decided opinion, that committees on Foreign Corres- 
pondence have no business to discuss the various points of Masonic law, and to pro- 
nounce opinions in relation thereto. We dissent from this view of the duties of these 
committees. As a matter of course, whatever opinions they express are only the 
opinions of one or two men, and are to be measured accordingly ; bat we conceive 
that it is peculiarly their province to discuss all matters of importance arising in the 
proceedings, and express their opinions thereon. The dicta of Committees on For- 
eign Correspondence are one of the great sources of Masonic jurisprudence, and are 
valued accordingly. 

We concur. The mere serving up of a dish of hard facts without note or com- 
ment by way of seasoning, presents an entertainment by no means to our taste. We 
like to know the views and opinions of others as well as to give expression to our 
own ; and if differences of opinion arise, the arguments adduced in support of the 
views and theories of the various writers, naturally incite the reader to drink himself 
at the fountains of knowledge, and search with ardor for the truth. 

It affords us real pleasure to notice the following : — 

The case of Comp. G. W. Chaytor, which was referred to this Grand Chapter by 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, at its convocation held in Baltimore 
in September last, was called up ; the papers connected therewith not beinfj pres- 
ent, and it appearing that Washington and Lafayette Chapters had expelled him, he 
was restored bv the unanimous vote of this Grand Chapter to all his rights as a com- 
panion Royal Arch Mason, by the following resolution offered by Comp. A. V. Les- 
ley : — 

Resolved, That in view of past services to the order and on the request of the 
members of Washington and Lafayette Chapters, Geo. W. Chaytor is hereby re- 
stored to the rights of a Royal Arch Mason. 

When we consider that Comp. Chaytor was for some time a “ thorn in the flesh ” 
to the Grand Chapter of Delaware, this action exhibits a degree of magnanimity and 
true Masonic charity which we can not too highly commend. 

There are four subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction, having an aggregate 
membershig of 227. 

The M.\ E.\ J. R. McFek was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ J. P. 
Allmond was reflected Grand Secretary. Address, Wilmington. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Since we commenced our report, tho proceedings of this Grand Chapter have 
come to hand, and we are pleased to be able to give it its proper place and notice. 
We may properly term this the Grand Chapter of multifarious convocations, as last 
year six were recorded, while this year one half that number has sufficed. 

A Special Convocation was held on the thirtieth day of January, 1871, for the 
purpose of receiving a report from a committee appointed at a previous convoca- 
tion to revise the work. The committee submitted their report, recommending va- 
rious changes in the several degrees, some of which were adopted and others re- 
jected. 

A communication was received from the Grand Secretary of the Supreme Grand 
Chapter of Scotland, acknowledging the receipt of a commission for Comp. Hay as 
Representative of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia near that Grand 
Body ; whereupon a committee was appointed to procure and forward to Comp. 
Hay the proper jewel and clothing of a Grand Representative, being in this instance 
that of Grand Scribe. We hope those Grand Chapters we have the honor to repre- 
sent will follow the example thus nobly set by our companions of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each send us a jewel and a suit of clothes. 
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The Semi-annual Convocation was held on the ninth day of May, 1871. All the 
Grand Officers except the Grand Master of the Second Yail were present. 

Comp. Mason annonnced that the writings of the late Past Grand High Priest, B. 
B. French, had been compiled and were ready for publication, whereupon the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : — 

Resolved , That the committee be requested to ascertain the cost of printing the 
work, and then to direct a circular to the Grand and sub* rdinate Chapters in the 
United States, informing them that it is the intention of this Grand Chapter to pub- 
lish the Masonic and other writings of Comp. B. B. French, and to request them to 
collect subscriptions for the same at such price as the committee may determine, the 
subscription to be paid when the work is issued. 

We have failed to receive the circular mentioned in the resolution ; nevertheless, 
if that work is published, we want it and mean to have it. 

We were not aware that the practice alluded to in the following resolution exist- 
ed anywhere ; but, if it obtained in the District of Columbia, the resolution was a 
good thing to adopt 

Resolved , That every Chapter in this jurisdiction is prohibited from publishing in 
any public newspaper the work to be done at any stated or special convocation, and 
any companion who shall cause the publication of the same shall be subject to Ma- 
sonic discipline. 


The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Washington on the fourteenth day 
of November, 1871, the M.\ E.\ J. Lockie, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R. m . E.\ 
E. B. MacGrotty acting as Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is marred by an uncalled for, and we fear 
rather ill-natured, fling at the General Grand Chapter. In reporting the proceedings 
of that body he says 

The next feature of interest was. a resolution requesting of each Grand Chapter 
three cents from each Royal Arch Mason in its jurisdiction, to be sent as a donation 
to the General Grand Chapter to enable it to publish its proceedings. 

I would therefore recommend a favorable consideration of this petition for char- 
ity, as I think it is a rare opportunity of returning good for evil. 

The companion is wrong in the first place as to the amount asked for by the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, it being only one cent instead of three, nor was this amount lev- 
ied to enable it to publish its proceedings alone, but, in the language of the resolu- 
tion, 11 to defray the necessary expenses of the General Grand Chapter.” The men- 
tion of the General Grand Chapter seems to have the same effect upon our District 
of Columbia Companions that the sight of a red cloth has upon a “ gentleman cow.” 
It gives them a rush of blood to the head and a desire to gore everything that comes 
in their way. Since the General Grand Chapter is an established fact, notwithstand- 
ing the strenuous efforts put forth to disrupt it, would it not be better, companions, 
quietly to submit to constituted authority, and give our venerable parent a rest ? 
So mote it be. 

The following extract from the address exhibits a gratifying state of affairs in onr 
sister jurisdiction 

I am happy to report the past year as one of uninterrupted harmony and prosper- 
ity throughout this jurisdiction, and although much work has been done in the sev- 
eral Chapters, so far as I am able to judge, it has been good work, true work, and 
square work, just such work as this Grand Chapter may be proud to approve. 

He closes with the following peroration : — 

Finally, my companions, let each one of ns endeavor to discharge oar duties in 
the Quarries, in the Orient, or at the dedication of the Temple ; and in the noble and 
glorious work as weary sojourners, may we execute those sublime plans which have 
been devised in wisdom, established in strength, and perfected in beauty ; for by so 
doing we shall secure the approbation and blessing of the God of our fathers here ; 
and when the Recording Angel shall open the great book, may we be the happy re- 
cipients of that pass which will secure to us an abundant entrance within the pearly 

f ates of the Holy of Holies above, there to hear the thrilling announcement rever- 
erating around the jasper walls, crossing the golden streets, bounding through the 
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rustling leaves of the Tree ef Life, and dying away before the Great White Throne, 
fair in the south, clear in the west, and bright in the east. So mote it be. 

How is that for altitude ? 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. John Edwin Mason, 
in which is ably reviewed the proceedings of thirty-seven Grand Chapters. California, 
for 1871, receives fraternal notice. He says of ns : “ The proceedings are beauti- 
fully printed on faultless paper, and bear about them an air of prosperity and ele- 
gance. Few States present a better appearance, and none excel it, we are told, in 
the accuracy of work." He commends our practice of printing the names of mem- 
bers in full, and mournfully propounds the following conundrum; “ When will our 
Grand Chapter order the same system? ” We give it up. 

He praises the report of our predecessor, except that portion which upholds the 
General Grand Chapter, which is gall and wormwood to him, and is as welcome, he 
says, as the “ hash on the table of a Washington boarding-house.” “ Tears like ” 
some folks never can be satisfied. Under the head of 44 Canada," he publishes the 
following interesting letter : — 

Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 

Grand Chapter of Canada, 

COLLINGWOOD, ONTARIO, XoV. 4, 1871. 

My Dear Sir and B.\ K\ Companion: Your esteemed favor, of the 21st ult., 
containing certain queries, has been duly received. I regret that the limited time 
allowed for a reply is insufficient to enable me to procure for you as full information 
on the subjects as I could wish. 1 am confident that the investigation into the early 
history of Capitular Masonry in Canada would prove highly interesting, and well repay 
the time expended in such research, and in the course of another year, if thought 
desirable, I might be able to furnish you with proper dates and more extensive infor- 
mation on the points you suggest. At present, I fear that my replies will be consid- 
ered somewhat meagre in affording any light on the questions submitted. 

1st. It is not very clear when Mark Lodges were first introduced into Canada. At 
this time, I am only informed of one, which was located at Quebec, and derived its 
authority from Ireland. 

2d. It is equally difficult to determine the first introduction of Royal Arch Masonry 
into Canada, from the fact that the degree was originally conferred by virtue of a 
Blue Lodge warrant ; but the records of St. John’s Lodge, Kingston, exhibit the fact 
that a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons was formed in that place as early as the year 
1797, the Companions assuming to themselves the inherent right to hold a Chapter 
and confer the degree. In addition to this, a Chapter was held, at an early date, in 
Niagara, and I am credibly informed of a certificate being in existence, belonging to 
a Companion here, which is dated 1796, and was issued by a Chapter meeting in the 
city of Quebec, so that there is no doubt that the It. A. Degree was regularly worked 
in Canada prior to those dates. I may also state that it appears that the Mark, Past 
and Most Excellent Degrees were not given here before 1801. as they were not con- 
sidered essential or as necessary to the attainment of the Royal Arch. They were 
worked from 1801 till 1818, and thereafter discontinued. 

3d. At the formation of the Grand Chapter of Canada, in 1857, the Mark and Royal 
Arch Degrees were united in Chapters as in the United States. 

4th. In common with other Grand Chapters, the Grand Chapter of Canada assumed 
the inherent right to confer the Mark, Past and Most Excellent Degrees, and no neces- 
sity existed for any derivation of authority for so doing. 

5th. There are no Mark Lodges now existing in the Dominion of Canada, that I 
am aware of. 

6th. The Degrees of Select, Royal and Super-Excellent Masters are conferred in 
Canada. They were at first given under the authority of a Grand Council in the Prov- 
ince of New Brunswick, and now under the recently established Grand Council for 
Ontario. This latter was formed at Toronto in August last 

7th. The original Chapters uniting in the formation of the Grand Chapter of 
Canada, or subsequently affiliating with it, were eleven in nnmber. Of these six were 
English, four Irish, and one ScoUm. 

I may also inform yon that at the organization of the Grand Chapter of Canada, 
the constitution of the Grand Chapter of England was adopted, muUUis mutandis, as 
its constitution, with the following reservations: — 

That the principal offices should be annoally elective. That in order to assimilate 
with the usages of Royal Arch Masonry in the United States, the three Degrees not 
recognized by the Grand Chapter of England, the Mark, Past, and Most Excellent, 
should be taken as a requisite to membership in any Chapter under this jurisdiction, 
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but that R. A. Masons who received their degrees in any regularly warranted Chapter 
in any other jurisdiction should be admitted as visitors to any Canadian Chapter, 
when working in the R. A. degree, or in any degree which such visitors should have 
regularly taken. 

I shall be pleased to hear from you again, and to give you any further assistance 
in my power, and hope that these scraps of information may be of use to you in your 
researches. 

Believe me to remain, dear Sir and lt. m . E.\ Companion, 

Yours fraternally, 

HENRY ROBERTSON, 

Chairman of Foreign Correspondence, Canada. 


J. Enwix Mason, Esq. 

Grand Chapter of District of Columbia , Washington. 

He attacks Comp. Drummond, of Maine, upon the everlasting substitute question, 
in the following pointed remarks : — 


An elaborate report was made by Companion Drummond in regard to the use of 
substitutes iu conferring the R. A. degree. 

In I8tii> he was instrumental in getting a resolution passed prohibiting substitutes. 

For several years he took strong ground against their use. But now lie changes 
front, and recommends the suspension of the resolution of lHfip, and gives for his 
reasons some statistical data, showing how many Grand Chapters use them ! 

This is rather thin, and would come from nobody but a lawyer, lie winks at the 
violation of obligation. This is of no account. Usage makes the law’. And so he' 
turns a double somersault, comes up on the other horse, and rides gracefully over to 
the enemy. He was also instrumental getting the “straddle bug” resolutions through 
the Grand Chapter, at its late session, protesting against their use, yet sanctioning 
heir usage! 

And again, lie says,— 

Comp. Drummond presented an able report on Foreign Correspondence, covering 
fifty-six pages. The most of it is devoted to a defence of the Getieral Grand Chapter, 
aud abu«»* of everybody who honestly differs with him on that subject. 

He makes the mo.«>t abject apologies for its wrong doing, and as reward for this 
kind of business, ivas elected General Grand High Priest, at the late session at Balti- 
more. 

There arc only two ehis-os who favor the General Grand Chapter : those who 
hold an ollice in it and thou: who want to. Wo thought our eminent companion 
belonged to the latter, so we wrote to him several mouths before the session at Bal- 
timore, and found “ Barkis was willin'. ,J Fearing the State of New’ York would claim 
this honor again, as she has tor so many years past, for her most conceited com- 
panions, we “ went for” Drummond, and had the pleasure of casting for him the vote 
ot our Grand Chapter, at the late session at Baltimore. He was elected, and wc 
were happy. Others who had laid down and rolled over, and then did not get it, 
made us think of the story of the colored man who went to hear Whitfield preach, 
which Comp. Drummond knows all about. So it will be seen that our eminent com- 
panion really has “General Grand Chapter on the brain.” 

We consider the above remarks as in the highest degree unjust toward Comp. 
Drummond, who, we are informed, consented to take the office of General Grand 
High Priest, only after the most urgent solicitation on the part of his companions. 
Comp. Drummond, however, requires no champion in his defence ; he is amply able 
to care for his end of the schooner, and his reply to the assertions of Corap. Mason 
will be found under the head of Maine. 

We are told that Comp. Mason is ordinarily a downright good fellow, aud we 
believe it, notwithstanding the ferocious character of some portions of his writings ; 
he is smooth and courteous enough when discussing ordinary topics, but if the 
General Grand Chapter is mentioned, he becomes at once a Masonic porcupine, 
bristling all over with denunciatory quills which he lets fly with a perfect looseness, 
careless as to who may be wounded thereby. 

We were somewhat amused, in fact, we sraole a smile, when we read his review 
of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of New Jersey. We have watched with 
some degree of curiosity, as well as regret, the progress of the wordy war between 
him and Comp. Corson, and although we occupied a position somewhat similar to 
that of the old lady whose husband was engaged in a desperate encounter with a 
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bear (didn’t care a dash which whipped), after the terrible cathauling which Cobsox 
bestowed upon him last year, we anticipated fon when Mason's reply shonld appear. 
Here it is:— 

The Annual Convocation was held at Trenton, September 13, 1871. twenty-one 
Chapters being represented. 

Twenty-six Chapters appear on the roll, with a summary of the number of Royal 
Arch Masons in the State, numbering 2,233. 

Grand High Priest Higginbotham delivered a long Address covering nearly eight 
closely printed pages. Life is too short and time is too precious to read it. 

The names or all the members in all the Chapters in the State are printed. 

There is nothing else in the proceedings worth noticing. 

This is too bad; it is altogether too hard on Corson; in fact, a refinement of 
cruelty ; not notice him at all? “nothing in the proceedings worth noticing?’' We 
fear Corson will never survive this “ unkindest cut of all.” 

Comp. Mason, in concluding his report, says: — 

In battling for the right, against fearful odds, in the dark days when our Grand 
Chapter was pronounced to be clandestine by the General Grand High Priest of the 
United States, and refased recognition by a few Grand Chapters, it was decided to 
give hard words and hard blows wherever we first received them. Like the old 
man in the fable, we threw grass first, and then stones. Looking back over this 
policy of past years, we would not change it, were we to fight our battles over again. 

And now that our battle is ended and the victory won, and this Grand Chapter in 
fraternal correspondence with a larger number of Grand Chapters than any other on 
the globe , we believe it the proper time for us to make our valedictory bow and 
retire from this field of hard labor. This we have contemplated doing for a long 
time. We have entered into more extensive fields of literary labor, and can find no 
time to prepare these reports. All our leisure hours are now employed in literary 
labor, outside of Freemasonry. But within the mystic circle, the literary labor star- 
ing us in the face is not light. 

We are sorry to lose from the reportorial corps so able a writer as Comp. Mason. 
We have read with deep regret some portions of his reports, and wished most 
devoutly that they had never been written. Yet, notwithstanding these blemishes, 
his reviews were always ably written, interesting, and instructive. 

We can forgive him a great deal for the valuable reports he has given us on Eng- 
land and Scotland. Through his efforts, the barriers of prejudice and exclusiveness 
within which our companions of the old world have so long entrenched themselves, 
have been broken down, and fraternal intercourse and correspondence has been 
inaugurated. 

In the war he has waged against the General Grand Chapter, we feel very much 
as did the sailor who saw an irate bull attack a locomotive— we admire his pluck, 

but d ont his judgment. He has done no harm to the General Grand Chapter 

but that was not his fault, so we forgive him for what he did not do. The worst fea- 
ture of his reports is, his somewhat bitter and uncalled for attacks upon individuals 
of high standing in the Order ; but, as the effect of these attacks has been only to 
stir up the bile of the individuals in question, we forgive him that, too ; in fact, Comp. 
Mabon, we feel inclined to grant yon full absolution, and in bidding you farewell , we 
wish you all the happiness yon have the capacity to enjoy. 

There are eight Chapters in the jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership of 
910 ; and the fact that not one rejection, suspension, or expulsion occurred during 
the year under review, is certainly suggestive of peace and harmony. Long may 
they enjoy it. 

The Jf.\ J. Daniels was elected Grand High Priest and the J?.\ E\ C. W. 
Hancock was elected Grand Secretary. 

ENGLAND. 

We have had no correspondence with the Grand Chapter of England, but others 
have been more fortunate. Comp. Mason, of the District of Columbia, has succeed- 
ed In opening a correspondence with this hitherto most exclusive Grand Body, and 
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we troBt he will excuse ns for appropriating so mnch of his report. The letters of 
Comp. Hughan are exceedingly interesting, and we hope they will be continued. 
Comp. Mason says : — 

We have received officially the proceedings of the Snpreme Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of England for the “ quarterly convocations” of August 5,1868 ; 
November 4, 1868 ; February 3, 1869 ; May 5, 1869 ; August 4, 1869; November 3, 
1869; February 2, 1870, and May 4, 1870. Mr. -E.-.Comp. Earl DeGrey and Ripon, 
K. G. Z ; M.\ Er. Comp. The Earl of Carnarvon, H. ; Jf.\ E.\ Comp. The Lora de 
Tafley, J. ; hr. Comp. John Hervey, E. ; and a full complement of other officers pre- 
sided over the deliberations of the Grand Chapter at its stated convocations. 

The total number of Chapters on the roll number 1222, and are scattered over 
every part of the world. They are chartered in connection with some lodge, and 
not separate and distinct in their chartered rights from symbolic Masonry, as in 
Scotland and the Uuited States. 

The Royal Arch is the only degree known in English Chapters ; the Mark degree 
being conferred in Mark Lodges, and the Past Master and Most Excellent Master un- 
known. 

The following is cut from the proceedings 

“A correspondence with the recently formed Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, and 
a circular upon the same subject from the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland, have 
been laid before the committee, which they have carefully perused, and now submit 
to the consideration of the Supreme Grand Chapter. They suggest, however, that 
the Grand Lodge of England, having recognized the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, 
the Supreme Grand Chapter of England has scarcely anything to do in the matter. 
The Supreme Grand Chapters of England and Scotland are in very different positions; 
the former only issuing charters to be attached to lodges under the English Consti- 
tution, and being in close alliance with the Grand Lodge, sucii charters would natu- 
rally cease upon the severance of the lodges in Nova Scotia from that Constitution. 
The latter, not being united or in any way connected with the Lodges under the 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, issues its charters totally irrespective 
of that body, aud consequently the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland is quite at 
liberty to pursue a totally independent course.” 

In all parts of the United States the valuable contribution to our knowledge of 
Capitular Masonry made by M.\ E.\ Comp. William James Hughan, of Truro, Eng 
and, and published in our proceedings last year, has been read and widely copied. 

Our thanks have been officially tendered to him from our Grand Chapter, and the 
thanks of companions in all parts of the United States have come to us, for obtaining 
and publishing so much valuable Masonic information. 

We take pleasure in laying before the companions of the District of Columbia, 
and also in other jurisdictions, another letter lrom Comp. Hughan, for which he will 
please accept our thanks. 

It is briefer than the one published last year, and is a review of our proceedings 
for 1870 from an English standpoint, and gives his views about Masonry in the United 
States. We propose to answer some of his questions, but cannot reply to all of 
them without putting on paper the secret work of the Chapter, which would be im- 
possible. 

The following letter is given entire ; — 

“ Truro, England, 28th Sept., 1871. 

*• To the Worthy Chairman of Foreign Correspondence, D. C. 

“ Dear Bro. Dr. Mason ; 

“ I write at once on receipt of your esteemed communication of the 7th inst., 
to say that by some unexplained cause, your “ long letter ” has never reached me. I 
had, first of all, a most fraternal communication from you, dated April 8, 1870, which 
was duly answered, aud the reply inserted at length in the excellent report of the 
1 Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia,' 1870. 

u I subsequently received a letter from your Grand Secretary, Bro. N. D. Larner, 
thanking me for my sketch of the Craft in Europe, and informing me of the most 
flattering vote of your Grand Chapter. The Grand Secretary, at the same time, very 
kindly forwarded ten copies of the Report for my distribution in this country, which 
I have done accordingly, and the recipients have been equally pleased as myself with 
the good spirit and Masonic zeal which is reflected throughout its pages ; and more 
particularly are we gratified with the ‘ Report of the Committee on Foreign Corres- 
pondence/ as we have presented to us in a nutshell an epitomized history of Royal 
Arch Masonry in the United 8tates. 

“ The letter from Comp. Larner is dated February 3d, 1871, and I can assure yon 
that these two are all the communications 1 have received. Indeed, I sent to Comp. 
Fellows, of Manchester, N. H., (a fast Masonic friend of mine, who wrote me di- 
rectly the Report by your Grand Chapter was published,) to see or write you, aa I 
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had not heard from you of receipt of my letter of April 28th, 1870. I regret the non- 
receipt of your letter exceedingly, as for certain it was well worth a perusal, and 
thus the loss is mine irretrievably. 

*• So much by way of explanation. I now will write you a few remarks on the 
report itself of 1870, so as to set right any misconceptions with respect to the Craft 
ini Europe, and will do so to you annually, on receipt of each report, if you so desire. 

“I think we, as Royal Arch companions and as Masons, are houmlto communicate 
what information we can to the ‘general store;’ and therefore, if the Grand Chap- 
ter, at their assembly, desire any subject with respect to the Craft in ray country to 
be elucidated, it is only for that illustrious body to propound a series of questions to 
me to secure their being answered. 

“ 1. G. Chapter of Alabama : 

“ ‘ So substitutes are allowed in Alabama in conferring the R. A. degree. Can you 
tell me the origin of the custom thus to require three candidates at each exaltation V' 
I have the earliest Constitution of the Royal Arch for England (from whence Ameri- 
can R. A. Masonry was derived), but they contain no such requirement as to non- 
substitution ; and the custom in this country, Scotland, and Ireland, has always been 
to admit one or more candidates at a Convocation, irrespective of there being three 
or otherwise. 

“ I am confident that the stringent regulation which prevails in Alabama, and in 
other Grand Chapters in the United States, will be gradually repealed, as it is calcu- 
lated to do harm instead of good. Example : three candidates present themselves 
for exaltation. One is most unsuitable, and yet as the friends of the other two candi- 
dates desire an exaltation to take place, they vote for tiio third, as otherwise their 
friends would have to wait for another meeting. In this way improper candidates 
might be accepted ; and, for my part, I cannot see any grouuds for such a law. 

“ 2. Grand Chapter of Arkansas : 

“ ‘ Droppiug of the Past Master’s degree.’ This is a question which is hound to 
crop up and demand consideration. In England the degree is given to a duly elected 
Master to the Chair of a Craft Lodge, and then only in the presence of three or more 
installed Masters. It is only under the authority of the Grand Lodge, and P. M/s of 
the Royal Arch making are not admitted to any of their assemblies. 

“ In Scotland the degree is given as with you, under the Grand Chapter, and as the 
fifth in Capitular Freemasonry. 

“There is, however, a probability of the G. Chapter of Scotland waiving their right 
to work this degree, provided the Grand Lodge would take it under their superin- 
tendence. I mention this because, unless the Grand Lodge of Arkansas (and so for 
all jurisdictions) is ready to assume the authority to confer the Past Master's degree, as 
with the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania (which is the nearest to the English Kite of 
any iu the United States), it would be absurd to “ drop” the degree, as it would then 
be without a head. It is quite certain that candidates for the U. A. during the last 
century were required to take the P. M. as a necessary prerequisite in this country, 
and the degree was conferred in a Craft Lodge, iu order to enable candidates lor the 
R. A. to be iu piwse^sion of all the preliminaries to exaltation. 

*• 3. Grand Chapter of Canada : 

44 The 4 Mark Grand Lodge of England’ has been recognized by Canadian authori- 
ties, and wisely ho, because it is the only governing body for Mark Masonry in Eng- 
land. The Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter have both refused to take it under their 
wings, and hence the Lodges of the Mark degree have formed their own Grand 
Lodge, and have about 100 warrants in active operation. I have the honor of being 
a Past Grand Overseer of this body, and hope to see the day when the Grand Chapter 
of Scotland (to which I owe allegiance) will recognize it. The Grand Chapter of 
Ireland acknowledges its certificates, and the Grand Conclave of Knights Templar, 
and the Supreme Grand Council 33° for England have formed a treaty with it, and 
recognized it as the only legitimate governing body for Mark Masons in England. A 
conference was held in London, in April last, to consider the question as to its recog- 
nition by the Grand Chapters of Scotland and Ireland, and at which these bodies 
were represented, as also 'the Grand Lodge of Scotland (which permits the Mark 
degree to be given in a Craft Lodge), aud much good is likely to result from their 
deliberations. 

44 3 2 . The 4 Council degrees,’ I quite agree with you (at page 30 of your excel- 
lent and most racy report), are not suitable for incorporation with the Grand Chapters 
of the United States, and I hope yet that Virginia will expel them from its rule and 
permit its members to manage their own affairs. They are simply copies of degrees 
under the Ancient and Accepted Rite, and, like that body, are nothing like so ancient 
as Royal Arch Masonry. 

44 4. Grand Chapter of Maryland : 

44 The ‘Council Degrees * are likewise in question at page 51, aud it is evident, for 
the sake of consistency and Masonic custom, the Grand Chapters act most unwisely 
in endeavoring to control such an organization. These ‘ Council Degrees ’ have jast 
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been introduced into England from the United States, where they were manufac- 
tured ; but really we are already suffering from a plethoric of Masonic degrees, 
many of which are of questionable antiquity and of little worth, and therefore the 
introduction of more such is to be lamented. There are many in this country, and 
their number is on the increase, who would vote for the retention only of Craft and 
Koyal Arch Masonry, and let the money spent in supporting the other organizations 
be devoted to that * distinguishing characteristic of a Freemason's heart — charity.’ 

“ 5. Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia : 

“ The remarks at page 07 are sound, and will bear investigation. The Mark 
Grand Lodge has Lodges under its banner which have worked the degree for more 
than a century, and certainly if any body has a right to confer the degree, it has. 

“ 0. Grand Chapter of England. 

“ It is not true that Royal Arch Masonry in England ‘ is monopolized by the aris- 
tocracy and nobility.* The degree is as much open to worthy men as the Craft, and 
we defy any one to prove otherwise. We regret the Grand Chaper does nothing by 
way of representation, and thus unfavorably contrasts with the excellent sys- 
tem pursued in Scotland ; but for all that, it is nothing like an oligarchy, and its iso- 
lated system is entirely owing to the union of A. D. 1K13, which connected it so com- 
pletely with the Craft Grand Lodge, and which proclaimed the Royal Arch to be the 
• completion of the third degree.’ Hence the Grand Chapter is virtually represented 
by the members of the Grand Lodge, whose chief is the First Principal of the Grand 
Chapter ex officio. 1 am delighted tho Grand Chapter of Scotland has exchanged 
Representatives with the Grand Chapter of Columbia. 

“ I conclude with best wishes to you and all worthy companions in the United 
StateB, 

“And remain yours fraternally, 

“ WILLIAM JAMES HUGHAN ” 

Comp. Mason comments upon the foregoing letter as follows: — 

It is with great pleasure that we lay the above letter before our American Masons, 
aB it gives much information from an English standpoint in Masonry. 

We shall certainly propound questions to our learned Companion annually, and 
ask his advice and criticism freely. If Masons would only communicate what infor- 
mation they possess, as frankly as our worthy Companion, there would not be so 
much ignorance on both sides of the Atlantic about Masonry. 

In regard to the questions asked, we will try and answer them with our American 
eyes and ears, and heart fully in love with the Capitular Masonry we practice in the 
Lnited States. 

1st. He asks why no substitutes are allowed in conferring the Royal Arch Degree 
in most of the States in America. We cannot answer this question without referring 
him to the 0. B., and the secret work of that degree. He will understand that we 
cannot put on paper what we could explain to him verbally. The symbolism is 
explained so well by Companion Luke A. Lockwood, chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence for Connecticut, in his report for 1871, that we copy it as 
follows: — 

“Why was the number three fixed upon ? We venture to suggest in response to 
this injury, so far as it is proper so to do in writing, that'tbe grand central point 
and the object of the Mason’s work through all the degrees, and the final reward he 
receives for his labor, could not be obtained unless in the presence of three corn- 

E anions. Three has by all people and from all time been esteemed the symbol of 
>eity, and is therefore intimately connected with what immediately pertains to His 
name and presence. This will be perceived in the compact of our three Ancient 
Grand Masters, in the Broken Triangle, and at a later day in the three Ancient Breth- 
ren, the types of our Grand Master, who went up to rebuild the temple and city of 
Jehovah. They sought that which was lost, and as a condition of its finding, the 
same number three must be present to receive it, as by the absence of one it had 
many years before been lost. The representation is historical, aud so long as the 
facts of the traditional history are preserved and the presence or three iceary sojourn- 
ers is secured to receive the lost treasure, the design of the requirement, in our judg- 
ment, is fully answered. It is impossible to farther amplify and illustrate these last 
suggestions upon paper, but many other confirmatory circumstances will be readily 
suggested pointing to the same grand design.” 

In the District of Columbia no substitutes are allowed, and no inconvenience is 
ever felt in consequence of it. Wherever the custom prevails of using substitutes, 
it is pleaded as a matter of convenience and nothing more, like the plea entered by 
Comp. Huohak. It is a matter of principle with us that prohibits their use. and a 
desire not to violate our obligations. When one of our Chapters in this city has but 
two candidates for the Royal Arch, they go to the M.'.Er. H. P. of another Chapter 
and take one of their candidates waiting for this degree, and make up the trio. In 
this way we borrow and lend candidates and experience no trouble whatever. At 
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the late Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter at Baltimore, a resolu- 
tion was passed allowing substitutes, but strongly condemning their use, and urging 
Grand Chapters to prohibit the practice. So onr General Grand Chapter sits straddle 
the fence on this question, as it does on most others. 

2d. In regard to the question of dropping the Past Master’s degree referred to 
by Comp. Hughan, the question has often been settled by the Royal Craft in America, 
and there is no prospect of ever “ dropping that degree,” as one of those conferred 
in American Chapters. 

A very insignificant number of Royal Arch Masons have agitated the question of 
“ dropping the degree.” These finally got the question before the General Grand 
Chapter at its late Triennial Convocation in Baltimore, where a discussion for two 
hours was given them, and it was decided not to “ drop it” by an almost unanimons 
vote. 

There is no more probability of any Grand Lodge'in the United States assuming 
authority over and conferring the Past Master’s degree, than there is of any Grand 
Chapter assuming authority over the Master Mason’s degree, and working it as a 
part of the Royal Arch, or the Fellow Craft as a part of the Mark Master’s degree, 
for both are closely assimilated to each other. 

3d. It seems too bad that the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter of England should 
both refuse to take the Mark Master’s degree under their wings. In England it seems 
to be an orphan without protection, and like Japhet in search of a father. It had 
better join hands with the Red Cross in Knighthood, which is another orphan in the 
same situation, everywhere except in the United States, where it is allowed only by 
courtesy. These degrees might join hands and get married. 

4th. The Select, Royal, and Super Excellent Master’s degrees, as you may be 
advised, are not conferred in Chapters in any 8tates except Maryland and Virginia, 
where they were added to the degrees in the Chapters at a time many years ago, 
when Lodges, Chapters, and Councils all became nearly extinct during the days of 
anti-Masonry. The degrees were united in Virginia, we oelieve, in 1841, and have 
since then been conferred in Chapters. The Super Excellent Master’s degree has 
never been conferred in Maryland or Virginia, and the Select and Royal degrees are 
strangely sandwiched between the Most Excellent Master's and Royal Arch, same as 
they were in the District of Columbia previous to the organization of our Grand 
Chapter in 1867. Since that date no Council degrees have ever been conferred in 
Chapters in Washington, and they are prohibited from being so conferred by a stand- 
ing resolution of our Grand Chapter. A Council has since been established here, 
where all three degrees are conferred as they are all over the United States, and it 
is in a very flourishing condition. 

This gives our experience in the District of Columbia with Cryptic and Capitular 
Masonry. 

5th. There are Grand Councils now in twenty-nine States, and Cryptic Masonry 
is quite as flourishing in the United States as Symbolic or Capitular. Our oldest 
Chapter in the Uuited States is 8t. Andrew's, at Boston, chartered from Scotland in 
1769. Only a few Chapters existed previous to 1810, and these were in a very pre 
carious condition, and in About the same situation Symbolic Masonry was found. 
About this date, and for a few years previous, and immediately succeeding the war 
of 1812 with Great Britain, Masonry took a start, and became quite a flourishing 
Order. For twenty years afterward all branches of Masonry were very popular. It 
was during this period that Cryptic Masonry was introduced, and the Knights Temp- 
lar also got a foothold in the United States. 

Boston Council of Select, Royal, and Super Excellent Masters was chartered in 
1817, Springfield Council in 1818, and Salem Council in 1818. In nearly all the old 
States on the Atlantic coast Cryptic Masonry was established about these years ; so 
it will be Been that these degrees have been worked in the United States from fifty 
to sixty years. In half a century they have been firmly planted on our soil. 

We trust our English brethren will not unite any other degrees with their Coun- 
cils, as the companions in New Brunswick have done. A singular condition of things 
exists there at present A new Grand Council was formed in New Brunswick two 
years ago, from authority from Maine, conferring the Select, Royal, and Super Excel- 
lent Master’s degrees. As the Red Cross was now allowed to be conferred in their 
commanderies, by their charters, they conceived a brilliant idea of gobbling up this 
“ soup degree,” and placing it in. their Councils, where it is now conferred. They 
would have placed it in their Chapters probably, but they had no Grand Chapter in 
New Brunswick, and got their charters from England and Scotland, where such 
things are not allowed. 

The strangest part of this performance is that these companions appealed to 
Companion Gardner, Grand Master of Knights Templar of the United States, to 
sustain them, and he issued an edict with all the gravity in the world, ordering all 
Knights Templar in the United States to recognize these Red Cross Knights made in 
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a Council of Select, Royal, and Soper Excellent Masters ! But the Masonic world 
look npon the whole affair as a very good joke, too good to keep qniet. 

We do not deem it necessary to offer any apology for embodying the foregoing 
in our report. The prime object to be obtained by reports on correspondence is, as 
we understand it, to gather and disseminate information ; and that contained in the 
matter we have copied, is sufficiently interesting to justify ns in giving it the space 
occupied. 

GEORGIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Georgia held its Annual Convocation in the city of Augusta 
on the twenty-fourth day of April, 1872,— the Jf.\ E.\ Moses P. Kellogg, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ J. Emmett Blacxshear being Grand Secretary. 
All the Grand Officers were present, and thirty-nine chartered Chapters and two un- 
der dispensation were represented. 

The Grand High Priest in his address says 

5. Many questions nave been propounded and answers returned, but as most of 
them came under the head of well-established Masonic usage, I pass them by in this 
report, remarking, in this connection, that a lively interest seems to animate the 
subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction to keep within proper constitutional re- 
quirements and abide by all established rules, so far as they may come to their 
knowledge. 

We note the following decisions 

1st. An applicant for the Chapter degrees, residing in 8outh Carolina, but doing 
business in Augusta, Georgia, was duly elected by the Chapter having proper juris- 
diction, and their request, under seal, was forwarded to Augusta Chapter, No. 1, 
asking, as an act of courtesy, that the degrees be conferred by them. On the pre- 
sentation of the applicant, the point wa* made by Companion Russell, Past Grand 
Secretary, that as a mere formality, no objection existing to the candidate, either as 
a man or Mason, it was necessary that Augusta Chapter should spread the ballot. 
The High PrieBt and members objected, and applied to me for instruction. As the 
applicant was favorably known to the Augusta companions, and the evidence of his 
election indubitable, J directed the High Priest to proceed without spreading the 
ballot. 

2d. Companion Glenn, G. K., raised this point: Can Mount Zion Chapter, Ata- 
lanta, entertain the application of a companion Royal Arch Mason for affiliation, 
holding a dimit and residing within the territorial jurisdiction of another Chapter ? 

I expressed my opinion in the affirmative — based, as I consider, upon the broad 
Masonic principle that every Mason has the right to choose his companions and affil- 
iate wherever he may elect— provided, always, that he be acceptable to the mem- 
bers of his choice. 

In both which decisions we concur. 

Two dispensations for the formation of new Chapters were granted. The Grand 
High Priest explains the absence of a Report on Correspondence on three grounds : 
first, that the state of the funds does not justify the expense ; second, that no com- 
mittee on correspondence had been appointed ; and lastly, that in 1861, by a unani- 
mous vote of the Grand Chapter, the Committee on Correspondence was abolished. 
He quietly hints, however, that it is not yet too late to appoint a committee and have 
a report prepared in time Tor publication with the proceedings. The Grand Chapter 
took no action in the premises, and no report appears. 

He gets off a good one on Oregon in the following, and we confess that were we 
in Comp. Patton’s place we would “ consent to let Honors remain easy 11 : — 

The Proceedings of Georgia have been generally received, carefully reviewed, 
and kindly approved. The Reviewer of Oregon takes Companion Lawrence to task 
for inexcusable ignorance, living as he does in the heart of civilization, of the public 
Grand Honors of R. A. Masonry, as reported by the South Carolina Reviewer, and 
congratulates himself that “ Oregon is ahead of Georgia in one thing at least” — 
whereupon the Carolina Reviewer, in his next issue, makes this explanation : “ The 
public Grand Honors in our last was a misprint for private. Perhaps Oregon will 
consent to * let the Honors remain easy ‘ evermore/” 

He devotes the principal part of his address to defending himself against the 
strictures of Comp. Corson upon a portion of his last year’s address. We also took 
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occasion to notice the paragraph in question, and we can not see that Comp. Kel- 
logg has strengthened his position by his labored defense. We are opposed to dis- 
cussing religious questions in reports of this character, especially as we have had 
our say and don’t mean to take it back. 

From the Grand Treasurer’s report, we learn that he has a balance on hand of 
of $44 09, while the liabilities of the Grand Chapter amount to $2031 20. Under 
these circumstances the Grand Treasurer recommends repudiation as the easiest way 
out of the difficulty. We think the better way would be to assess the subordinate 
Chapters in a sufficient amount to pay the current expenses of the Grand Chapter. 
In California we p%y our delegates their actual traveling expenses to and from the 
place of meeting, but we pay them no hash fees nor per diem. A portion of the dues 
of subordinate Chapters is set aside as a Representative Fund to cover the traveling 
expenses of delegates. A resolution was finally adopted assessing the subordinates 
one ddllar for each member^borne upon their rolls, in addition to their regular dues. 

There are fifty-two Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership of 
2003. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted 

Resolved, That any High Priest of a subordinate Chapter under the jurisdiction 
of this Grand Chapter, who will not (after private admonition has failed to produce 
reform) institute proceedings against the members of his Chapter guilty of profani- 
ty, drunkenness, or any other licentious conduct in conflict with the teachings and 
law of Masonry, shall be held responsible by this Grand Chapter of gross neglect of 
duty, and a failure to perform the legitimate functions of his office. 

The Af.\ E.\ George W. Adams was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
J. Emmett Blackshear was reflected Grand Secretary. Address, Macon. 

ILLINOIS. 

The Grand Chapter of Illinois held its twenty-second Annual Convocation in the 
city of Chicago, on the sixth day of October, 1871, the M,\ E.\ Augustus A. 
Murray, Grand' High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ James H. Miles being Grand 
Secretary. 

One hundred and twenty-five subordinate Chapters were represented. The Grand 
High Priest delivered a lengthy Address, principally devoted to a record of his offi- 
cial acts and a review of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter. He says: — 

We stand before the world in an important aspect. Intelligent, well-meaning men 
recognize in us aud our. Noble Fraternity no second rate moral power; and while 
croakers and fogies ar^cVntent to live within the limits of their own sordid and selfish 
aims and deeds, and to condemn whatever might help mankind to rise to better 
and nobler views of human life and destiny, the benedictions of the truly wise and 
good rest on our noble and glorious work. 

And why should they not? Our Banner floats on every breeze, bearing on its 
ample folds an influence sufficient to convince the wondering world that our motive 
is progress, growth, improvement, and that the welfare of an undivided and indivis- 
ible humanity is our noble inspiration. 

He gives us in the following, a touch of— 

“ The universal Yankee nation, 

The greatest country in all creation/* 

With the most fertile soil in the world, the broadest prairies, the grandest com- 
mercial interests, the best schools, and the indomitable spirit of American people, 
who are always rushing to the accomplishment of impossibilities and solving problems 
before which the Old World stands in dumb amazement, who can conceive of the 
glorious future that awaits us. 

Five dispensations had been granted for the formation of new Chapters, and thir- 
teen for special purposes. 

He recommends the appointment of a “ Grand Inspector,” whose duty it shall 
be to visit every Chapter, examine the work and records, and correct them if errone- 
ous ; said officer to be paid from the funds of the Grand Chapter, except his traveling 
expenses and board, whioh are to be paid by the Chapters. 
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He is evidently loyal to the General Grand Chapter, and he exposes some of the 
misrepresentations by which his Grand Chapter was induced to instruct its represen - 
tatives to vote for a dissolution of the former body. He sayB 

It will be remembered that at the last Annual Convocation of this Grand Body, 
the Representatives to the General Grand Chapter were instructed to vote for the 
dissolution of that Body. 

Your Representatives are of the opinion that if they had been aware of the true 
state of feeling existing in the different Grand Chapters, such instructions would not 
have been given. 

It was represented to this Grand Chapter that a large number of the 8tates were 
favorable and pledged to vote for such dissolution— that already a large number of 
States had seceded, and but the fewest number acknowledged the Jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Chapter. 

Your Representatives now have the pleasure of reporting to this Grand Body that 
a different feeling exists; that* as before stated, thirty-one States were represented 
in the General Grand Chapter, leaving but six States of this Great Republic unrepre- 
sented. 

Two of those, who had formally passed the act of secession, have since repented 
of their sins and have knocked at the door of the General Grand Body for re-admis- 
sion, viz.. Vermont and Iowa, presenting such testimonials of their willingness and 
determination in the future to bear true allegiance to that Body, that they were 
received with open arms and made welcome to their Father’s house. 

The State of Florida has also been added to the already large constellation of 
States, avowing her allegiance and support to the said Grand Body. 

The good feeling and unanimity manifested upon the occasion was such as to 
impress upon the minds of your Representatives that great good would result to Royal 
Arch Masonry by the continued existence of the General Grand Body, and that the 
only reason which has prompted the action of the several State Grand Bodies, against 
this Grand Body, was that they did not fully understand the relation existing, or that 
should exist, between this General Grand Body and the several State Grand Bodies. 

A testimonial was presented to Past Grand High Priest John M. Pearson, as a 
token of appreciation of his valuable services to the Grand Chapter, but as to the 
nature of the testimonial we are left painfully in doubt. 

The following communication, which illustrates the wisdom of one of our consti- 
tutional provisions, was presented : — 

To the M. E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of IUimris : 

Upon a petition presented to J/.\ E.\ Jas. H. Miles, when he was Deputy Grand 
High Priest, a dispensation was granted by him, dated 17th of February, A. D. 1808, 
A. I. 21198, to certain companions to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, to be 
called Home Chapter; and among the companions who signed the petition for said 
dispensation were companions W. H. Boomer, M. A. Thayer and G. N. Houghton 
(whose names are in the dispensation and in the charter subsequently granted), 
formerly members of Corinthian Chapter R. A. M. No. 69. And whereas, Corinthian 
Chapter No. 69 R. A. M., and the said new Chapter of R. A. M (now known as Chicago 
Chapter No. 127 R. A. M.), have continued since the granting of the charter and open- 
ing of said Chicago Chapter No. 127 R. A. M., on the 17th of October, 1868, to claim 
the three said companions as members, and each claiming dues from said compan- 
ions ; it is therefore desired that the Grand Chapter decide to which Chapter these 
three companions belong. 

The Constitution of the Grand Chapter of California provides that no dispensation 
shall be granted unless the petition for the same be accompanied by the <( certificate 
of withdrawal” of each petitioner from the Chapter of which he was last a member. 
Where this course is pursued there can be no difficulty or dispute as to membership. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the mattter was referred, found it too 
hard a nut to crack and took a year to consider it. 

The Committee on Charity reported that“ owing to the blessing of the Supreme 
High Priest” in casting their lot in the State of Illinois, and the “ unbounded charity 
of the companions in their Chapters and as individuals,” no impecunious individual 
had disturbed the tranquility of their official existence. 

The Grand Treasurer reports a balance on hand of $2023 75. The Grand Secretary, 
Comp. James H. Miles, again presents the Report on Correspondence, in which he 
reviews the transactions of thirty-seven Grand Chapters, California for 1871 receiving 
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a flying notice. Perhaps Comp. Miles thought as Mason did of New Jersey’s proceed- 
ings, that there was nothing in them worth noticing. Well, as we had nothing to do 
with the proceedings of that year, we have no right, perhaps, to find fault, but we 
don’t desire to be turned off on such short commons. We consider ourselves to be 
“ some pumpkins,” and if we have not the “ most fertile soil in the world, the broad- 
est prairies, the grandest commercial interest, and the best schools,” we think we 
have, and we know that we have the “ indomitable spirit of American people,” and 
if we do not receive a more extended notice in his next report, we shall feel very 
much like exhibiting a specimen of that spirit by reducing Miles to inches. 

The pamphlet containing the proceedings is a remarkably handsome one, of one 
hundred and twenty pages, and for neatness, typographically and otherwise, is not 
excelled by any which have come before us. 

Whole number of Chapters, 147 ; membership, 9000. Eight hundred and thirty- 
three were exalted during the year, and the increase of membership from last year 
is 605. This we consider to be a remarkably good year’s work, provided the speci- 
mens are such as will pass the test of the Master Overseer’s square, and we rejoice 
to see such evidences of prosperity among our companions across the Sierras. 

A report from a Committee on Grievances is so rarely discovered nowadays that 
we feel like making the most of one when we find it Complaint was made that one 
of the subordinates had at various times within ten years trespassed upon the juris- 
diction of a neighboring Chapter, to the extent of nine Royal Arch Masons; and 
judgment was asked for the value of these nine, (enough for a new Chapter,) and 
that the offending Chapter be required to apologize to the complainant for poaching 
upon their premises. The committee to whom the complaint was referred rendered 
judgment in the sum of sixty dollars, and admonished the offender to keep hereafter 
within their own boundaries ; the apology however was quietly ignored. 

The Mr. Er. Jakes A. Hawley was elected Grand High Priest, aud the Hr. Er . 
Jakes H. Miles was reelected Grand Secretary.— Address, 49 S. May St., Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

The twenty-seventh Annual “ Communication” of the Grand Chapter of Indiana 
was held in the city of Indianapolis on the twenty-third day of October, 1872,— the 
Mr. Er. Rees J. Chbsnutwood, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Hr. Er. John M. 
Bkakwell being Grand Secretary. 

Seventy-five subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. The Grand 
High Priest delivered a good Address, the subject matter of which is principally of 
local interest. He says 

I congratulate you upon the favorable circumstances under which we assemble. 
Notwithstanding disease and death have been abroad in our land, yet, so far as I am 
advised, not one of our number has fallen, no discordant sounds are heard among 
the craftsmen, but peace and harmony prevail throughout our jurisdiction. Let us 
then, with grateful hearts, return thanks to the Grand High Priest of Heaven and 
earth for these blessings. 

My duties during the past year have been comparatively light No difficult ques- 
tions to answer : no strife or contention has been visible, but each companion has 
profited by the Masonic lessons so beautifully taught, to avoid strife and contention, 
except that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work and best 
agree. 

The Grand Chapter made liberal donations to the suffering companions in Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin, having appropriated $200 dollars to each of these jurisdic- 
tions, and the grateful responses of the recipients are Bet forth in the Address of the 
Grand High Priest 

All honor to Indiana ; may she never need a reciprocal favor ; truly, in such cases 
it is more “blessed to give than receive.” He reports the issue of five dispensations 
to form new Chapters, and four dispensations for special purposes. Eleven Chapters 
were reported as having been delinquent in making their returns and paying their 
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dues, and the charter of one was arrested. Representatives were appointed near 
the Grand Chapters of Kansas and Mississippi. 

A speck of war having risen between two of the subordinates relative to a ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, the matter waB referred to the Committee on Grievances, who 
reported that, owing to the fact that no evidence had been laid before them, they 
could arrive at no conclusion in the premises, but recommended that the whole mat- 
ter be referred to the Grand High Priest, for such action as he might deem it advis- 
able to pursue. From the reports of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary it 
appears that the Grand Chapter is very comfortably situated so far as finances are 
concerned ; the balance in the treasury being reported as $4314 88, and the total 
assets, $9814 88. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by the Grand High Priest, who 
ably reviews the transactions of thirty-two Grand Chapters. There appears to have 
been some difficulty in making the connection between Indiana and California for 
two years past, but we hope to be able to devise some means by which our proceed- 
ings may in future reach our companions of Indiana. Last year we did not receive 
theirs, and this year they hear of us through the medium of Delaware. 

In his review of the proceedings of Delaware, he says 

From his selections of the proceedings of California (which we have not received), 
we take the following : Their seventeenth Annual Convocation was held on the 11th 
of April, 1871. Twenty-nine chartered Chapters and three under dispensation were 
represented. Peace and harmony prevail throughout the jurisdiction. The appoint- 
ment of representatives near other Grand Bodies they adopt as attendant or much 
benefit to the Craft. Jf.\ E.\ Jamks L. English was elected G. H. Priest, and j R.*. 
E.\ C. L. Wigqin, Grand Secretary. Their exaltations average over sixty to each 
subordinate Chapter. I think this must be a misprint. 

We should think so ! We are in the habit of accomplishing great results in Cali- 
fornia, but an average of sixty exaltations to each Chapter is a little too stupendous 
even for us. Upon examining our table of statistics for that year we find that reports 
were received from thirty-nine Chapters ; total number of exaltations, 244 ; making 
an average of six and a fraction to each Chapter. We think our Delaware friend 
must have employed one of Corson’s microscopes in examining that table. 

The Committee on Correspondence (for it appears there was one), must have had 
an arduous task, according to the following report 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have carefully examined the able and 
elaborate report submitted by the Most Excellent Grand High Priest on that subject, 
and recommend that it be incorporated in the proceedings of the Grand Chapter, as 
a faithful resume of the proceedings of the several Grand Chapters in correspondence 
with us. The report contains much that will be found instructive and of interest to 
all the Craft. 

Happy Committee, and most accommodating Grand High Priest We wish our 
Grand High Priest was sufficiently amiable to write our report for us ; we would 
gladly make a supplemental report in six lines, and praise his report as high as six 
lines would carry it. But there is no such good luck for us. 

Eighty-three chartered Chapters and four under dispensation are borne upon the 
registry, with an aggregate membership of 4116 ; increase for the year, 359. 

The M.\ En\ Eden H. Davis was elected Grand High Priest, and the B.\ E. m . 
John M. Bramwell was reflected Grand Secretary. 

Address, Indianapolis. 


IOWA. 

The eighteenth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Iowa was held in 
the city of Oskaloosa on the sixteenth day of October, 1872,— the Jf.\ K \ Edward 
A. Guilbert, Grand High Priest, presiding, the i2.\ E,\ W. B. Langridgb being 
Grand Secretary. 

As is usual in this jurisdiction, the first page of the pamphlet containing the pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Chapter, introduces to us the Grand High Priest. Comp. Gcil- 
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Bert looks like a man who, knowing his doty, would do it all hazards ; the deep fur- 
rows upon his brow give evidence of a reflective mind, and we should judge that his 
organ of firmness was well developed ; should he torn his attention to feats of arms, 
we doubt not he would prove a worthy representative of the valiant Brian de Bois 
GuW>ert, from whom, we'understand, he is lineally descended. 

At the opening of the Grand Chapter, the representatives of forty-four subordi- 
nate Chapters were present, together with a number of Past Grand High Priests, 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Grand Kings, and Grand Scribes, entitled to seats.* All 
Royal Arch Masons in good standing were invited to be present, and they too, we 
presume, were entitled to seats, provided they coaid find them. The Grand High 
Priest commenced his address with the cheering announcement that no officer or 
member of the Grand Chapter had been removed by death from their companionship 
daring the' year, and that peace and prosperity prevailed throughout the jurisdiction. 

We are somewhat puzzled at the following 

Learning from the Grand Secretary, soon after our last annual gathering, that 
Past Grand High Priest Lvse had, during his term of office, caused to be carefully 
prepared a copy in full of the work you had previously adopted, and that he was 
desirous that it should come into the posses-ion of this Grand Body, I directed our 
efficient Grand Secretary to communicate with him and effect a purchase of that 
copy. Accordingly this was done, the Past Grand High Priest disposing of the 
same at the price he actually paid for the copy, viz., $50, and the work is now 
deposited in the archives of the Grand Chapter. I respectfully ask that my action 
in this matter be confirmed, and that an order be drawn in favor of the Grand Secretary 
for the aforesaid $50, believing, as I do, that it is money well spent. 

Is the work of Royal Arch Masonry allowed to be written in Iowa ? and that too 
under the direction and by the authority of the Grand High Priest ? If we mistake 
not, the Past Grand High Priest of another jurisdiction was not long since expelled 
for a similar act, notwithstanding he was a Czar , and a member of the illustrious 
house of Jones. But perhaps we have misunderstood the purport of the paragraph, 
and we reserve our comments until further advised. 

Two dispensations were issued for the formation of new Chapters. 

Representatives were appointed and duly accredited near the following Grand 
Bodies, viz.: the Grand Mark Lodge of England and the Grand Chapters of Michigan, 
New York, New Jersey, and Louisiana. 

The Grand High Priest regrets that “the terribly engrossing nature” of his 
“ necessary vocations” prevented him from making a general visitation to the subor- 
dinate Chapters. He recognizes the importance of such official visits, and recom- 
mends that some plan be adopted whereby the desired object may be attained. We 
would suggest the appointment of one or more of the Grand Officers, whose necessary 
vocations are not of the “ terribly engrossing” character, as a visiting committee. 
He reports the purchase of an official seal, to be affixed to all documents emanating 
from the office of the Grand High Priest. In this jurisdiction all official documents 
issued by the Grand High Priest, bear the seal of the Grand Chapter, attested by the 
Grand Secretary. 

Upon the subject of Lodge affiliation he is eminently sound. He says 

I desire to direct the attention of the Grand Chapter to a matter of paramount 
importance, and to urge affirmative action thereupon. I have lgng since, from re- 
flection and extended observation, arrived at the conclusion that membership in the 
Chapter should depend upon Lodge affiliation. Iam satisfied that in every way it 
would be to the interests of Masonry if this Grand Chapter would, by a formal edict, 
pronounce against the vicious practice, now somewhat prevalent, of companions 
withdrawing, from economical or other motives, from the Lodge, and yet retaining 
membership in the associate bodies. Our regulations require that applicants for 
degrees in the Chapter mast, as a condition precedent, be affiliated Master Masons, 
but these regulations do not, in my judgment, go far enough in that they do not also 


* This information is given for the particular benefit of Comp. Taylor, Chairman Com- 
mittee on Correspondence. 
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reqoire continued membership in the Chapter Bhall depend upon continuous member- 
ship in the Lodge. The evil to which I allude is growing, and it is time it were 
cheeked. I respectfully recommend the matter to you in the hope that you will care- 
fully consider it, and then take such action as seems to me to be demanded. 

Auy Mason in California who lemains unafiftliated for a period of six months, 
unless he pays to soin^ Lodge an amount equivalent to its monthly dues for the time 
he remains unafflliated, becomes, by operation of law, suspended from all the rights 
anl privileges of Masonry, and is excluded from all the higher Masonic bodies. This 
may appear to be a somewhat rigorous law, but it has proved to be a very effective 
one, and is the only means by which many of the drones in the Masonic hive can be 
brought to a sense of their duty. 

From the following, we most emphatically dissent: — 

During the year 1 have granted quite a number of special dispensations to subor- 
dinate Chapters, to receive and act upon petitions out of time. I hold that the pro- 
bation of one month required by our present law, is entirely unnecessary. Chapters 
are as well prepared on the night a petition is presented, to ballot upon Master 
Mason applicants, as they are one month thereafter, and I see no reason why the 
probation should be required by this Grand Body. 1 think it would be better, in 
every way, to abrogate the law, and allow' the ballot to be had, as is done in the 
Commandcries, on the night the petition is presented. I respectfully recommend 
these views to your careful consideration. 

We are pleased to say that the Grand Chapter did not sustain the Grand High 
Priest in this opinion. 

It is not every Master Mason who is qualified to pass the sacred veils of the taber- 
nacle, and it is important that time should be given for a thorough investigation of 
the character and qualifications of all who may apply at the outer courts for admit- 
tance. Of all that mischievous class of documents yclept “ special dispensations,” 
the most mischievous are those which authorize the reception of, and action upon, 
petitions without reference to a committee of investigation, and such authority should 
be given only in cases of great emergency, and then only when the applicant for 
such favor is well known. We note the following 

DECISIONS OF TOE GRAND IIIGII PRIEST. 

First Query . “ The General Grand Chapter, w’hose laws we are obligated to stand 
to and abide by, says we may use substitutes; our own Grand Chapter says we shall 
not. Which authority shall we obey?” 

Answer. The laws of the Grand Chapter of Iowa are literally to be obeyed. 
The action of the General Grand Chapter on any matter, according to its organic 
law, is merely advisory. It has, as I can conceive, no power to establish work reg- 
ulations for the government of State Grand Chapters. The clause in the 0. B. refer- 
ring to the General Grand Chapter was put there before 1859, at which time that 
central organization ceased to be a governing body, and subsided into the position 
of umpire. In my judgment that clause has no business in the O. B. now. The 
law of our Grand Chapter is positive, and needs no interpreter on this question. I 
should deem it my duty to arrest the jewel of any High Priest of our obedience who 
might be reported to me as violating the rule under discussion. 

Second Query. “ We have in our Chapter two companions who pay dues, hold 
appointed offices and have signed the by-laws. They were borrowed from a neigh- 
boring Chapter in order to complete the requisite number of applicants for a dispen- 
sation, and have been reported to the Grand Chapter as memoers; but they were 
never dimitted from the mother Chapter. We have been advised that there is some- 
thing wrong about this matter, and wish to know how to dispose of the matter. Is 
it necessary for them to petition the Chapter for membership, or can we take them 
in now on a simple deposit of their diraits?” 

Answer. The Chapter, recommending your application for a warrant, violated a 
plain rule of the Grand Chapter, in not seeing to it that all the petitioners were reg- 
ularly dimitted. Let them at once dimit from the mother Chapter, and deposit the 
dimits with you, as Secretary of the Chapter. No further action is necessary. They 
will then become de facto, as they have been de jure, members of your Chapter, if 
they fail at once to do this, the course to be pursued is to strike their names from 
your roll, making due explanation on the records and returns of the reason why this 
is done. The Grand Chapter of the State of Iowa does not recognize dual member- 
ship. 

Third Query. “A Master Mason, in good standing, petitions our Chapter for the 
degrees. A companion who, as it now appears, was unfavorable to his election, 
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was present when the petition was received, but made no objection to its reference 
to a committee of investigation. It was so referred. The companion knew when 
the petition matured, but was not present at the balloting, although he acknowl- 
edged that he could have been present ; neither did he make objections to the com- 
mittee. The petitioner, who is one of our best citizens, was elected. Now the 
companion claims the right to prevent me from conferring the degrees. Has he the 
right to do this under any circumstances?” 

Ansicer. It would be rank injustice, and therefore an unmasonic act, for you, as 
High Priest, to heed objections made nnder the circumstances detailed. The objec- 
tor should be required to state his objections fully ; and yon should judge as to their 
efficiency. If he fails to do this, you should pay no further attention to him, but 
proceed to confer the degrees on the candidate, who has been lawfully elected, and 
that, too, with the full knowledge of the objector. 

[A case exactly similar to the foregoing one, with the exception that the candi- 
date had already received the M. M. degree, occurred in another Chapter. A sim- 
ilar decision was given, except that the objector was required to present and 

J jrosecute charges, under penalty of having no attention paid to his factious inter- 
ference.] 

Fifth Query . “At our annual meeting D. was elected Treasurer of our Chapter, 
but failed to put in an appearance on the occasion of the installation of officers. The 
installing officer decided that his failure to appear for installation at the regular time 
operated to forfeit his right to a future installation, and that consequently, the old 
Treasurer held over until a new election. The record was made In accordance with 
that decision. Doubts as to the justice of this decision we refer to you. 1. Must 
the officers be installed on a given day or evening? 2. If one or more of the 
officers elect are absent at the time of installation, can they be installed at a subse- 
quent Convocation ? 3. If vacancies continue to exist by reason of such failures on 
the part of officers elect, how are they to be filled? These questions may seem to 
be trifling ones to yon, but have become seriously important to us.” 

Answer. Any officer elect who may be absent on the occasion when properly 
the officer should be installed, does not, by reason of such absence, forfeit his right 
to the position he has been elected to fill. He can and should be installed at the first 
regular convocation at which he subsequently appears. If an officer elect declines 
to be installed, the incumbent whom he was to succeed holds over for the remainder 
of the current capitular year, unless a special dispensation from the Grand High 
Priest authorizes a new election to be holden. The officers of a Chapter are they 
who have been regularly elected, installed, and proclaimed. They occupy their sev- 
eral titles until their successors have also been elected, installed, and proclaimed. 
Vacancies occurring by reason of temporary absence, removal from the jurisdiction 
of the Chapter, or by death, are to be filled from night to night by appointment. 

Sixth Query . “ Three Master Masons, members of a Lodge within the jurisdiction 
of our Chapter, reside at a point equi-distant from our own, and from two sister Chap- 
ters. Does the fact that they are members of a Lodge nearer us than any other es- 
tablish a jurisdiction in our favor?” 

Answer. In your case the rule is, that a Chapter has control over the material in 
all Lodges which are nearer to it than to other Chapters ; Lodge membership, where 
candidates are equi distant from several Chapters, governs ; therefore these Master 
Masons are your material. 

[Decisions have also been several times made during the year to the effect that 
any Royal Arch Mason in regular standing is eligible to the office of High Priest ; 
that a High Priest, King, or Scribe cannot dimit or resign,; that a rejected candidate 
for the degrees can petition at the regular convocation next ensuing after such rejec- 
tion, etc., etc.] 

In the first of these decisions, it appears to us, the Grand High Priest loads up a 
Columbiad to shoot a mosquito, and in order to settle the inane question at issue, he 
bangs away at the General Grand Chapter with a vengeance. There is no possibility 
of an argument in the matter ; the General Grand Chapter says a certain thing may 
be done ; there is nothing imperative about it; it is left optional with the State Grand 
Chapters to do or not to do as to them seems best. The Grand J hap ter of Iowa says 
it shall not be done ; of course that settles the matter so far as Iowa is concerned, 
and we can not see the necessity of firing a broadside into the General Grand Chap- 
ter on so small a provocation. 

In the second decision we concur; our laws require the dimit of every applicant 
to accompany the petition for a dispensation. 

From the third decision we must also dissent ; and, as the committee to whom 
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these decisions were referred express in their report oar views exactly, we will let 
them speak for themselves : — 

We recommend the approval and adoption of the decisions made by the M.\ E.\ 
Grand High Priest, referred to in his Address, except the answer to the third querv. 
The right of any companion in good standing to object to the conferring of the 
degrees of Royal Aren Masonry upon a brother Mason, we claim to be inherent, and, 
whenever made, must be respected. If the objector shall, in a captious spirit, 
actnated by unworthy motives, for the purpose of seeking revenge for supposed per- 
sonal injuries upon frivolous pretexts, in this manner seek to frustrate the objects of 
the Order, and prevent the advancement of a worthy brother, it would be the duty 
of the Chapter promptly to visit, with condign punishment, the companion who thuB 
grossly offends ; but to ns it is clear, that a companion thus objecting can not, in this 
summary way, be overborne, and his solemn protests disregarded. Upon charges 
properly preferred, and due trial had, alone should the matter be determined. Any 
other course to us seems fraught with danger, and an infringement upon the individ- 
ual rights of the members. For these and othes reasons that might be urged, we are 
of the opinion that any companion has the right to object to the conferring of the 
capitular degrees, or any of them, upon any one at any time before it is actually 
done, and that when such objection is made by a companion in good standing, it must 
be respected. 

The following ruling appears to us to be clearly wrong : — 

During the progress of the election. Past Grand High Priest Parvin raised the 
question as to how many votes a companion representing a Chapter, who is also an 
officer of the Grand Chapter, and likewise a permanent member of the same, by vir- 
tue of the second section of the Constitution (edition 1872, p. 2,) is entitled to cast. 
When the Grand High Priest decided, that as the representative of his Chapter he 
casts three votes, as an officer of the Grand Chapter he casts one vote, and as a per- 
manent member of the Grand Chapter one vote, making in this case five in all. 

We hold that no member is entitled to more than one vote in his own right; as the 
representative of his Chapter he would be entitled to three votes; he mnst then elect 
whether he will vote as a Grand Officer or a permanent member of the Grand Chap- 
ter. 

With regard to the third decision we are of the opinion that the right of any mem- 
ber of a Chapter to object to the introduction of a stranger among the workmen is not 
to be questioned ; even though the objector were present at the balloting and voted 
in favor of the candidate, should subsequent developments prove him to be unworthy, 
we hold that the companion has the right to enter his objection, and the High Priest 
is bound to regard it. Should it be found that such an objection was made mali- 
ciously and without cause, charges should be preferred against the offender and he 
should be tried and punished. 

We are at a loss to discover any similarity between this c^se and the one cited, 
where the candidate had received one degree ; he had then acquired certain Masonic 
rights which the Chapter was bound to respect, and he had also become amenable 
to the Chapter for any wrong doing on his part, and it was proper in such a case that 
charges should be preferred and a fair trial granted him. 

The remaining decisions meet with our approval, whereat we presume Comp. 
Guilbert will greatly rejoice. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of the inimitable Taylor, 
whose wit and good humor sparkle and glow through sixty-eight pages of interest- 
ing and instructive matter. He reviews the transactions of thirty-one Grand Chap- 
ters, and also those of the General Grand Chapter and the “ Grand Lodge of Mark 
Master Masons of England and Wales.” California gets her full share of notice, or 
rather the writer does, for almost the entire space devoted to our jurisdiction is oc- 
cupied with quotations from, and comments upon our last year’s report Well, we 
ought to feel proud of this, and we do, especially as our report is spoken of in terms 
too complimentary for us to repeat, but the confounded fellow pokes fun at us, he 
laughs at our quotations and ridicules our name. Now, Comp. Taylor, that isn’t 
fair; we know our name is not a pretty one, nor an aristocratic one, but it is the best 
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we have got and we are obliged to make the most of it ; and then, if upon the broad 
footstool we discover a man who is the proprietor of a worse name than onrs, havn’t 
we a right to crow, and holler Phoebus or Keno? 

As to quotations : we make no more from memory. Our memory always was 
treacherous on quotations, and when Corson picks us up on the Bible and Tayi.or 
on Mother Goose, we think it about time to consult authorities. In speaking of our 
last report he says : “ Corson must look to his laurels the C. 0. P.” We are at a 
loss to understand the meaning of these initials as applied to Comp. Corson. We 
knew that he had a multiplicity of titles, but were not aware that he claimed C. 0. D. 
as one of them. Will Comp. Taylor please explain. With reference to our quiet 
hint, that Iowa renewed her allegiance to the General Grand Chapter for the purpose 
of aiding by the votes of her representatives to demolish it he says 

“ Iowa was represented by Past Grand High Priests, and the General Grand 
spiked their guns by making them members of that august body ; and besides, the 
Grand Encampment met a short time afterwards, and somebody must hold some of* 
flee, you know, and an unpopular vote in General Grand Chapter might make some- 
body unpopular in some other Grand Bodies, and so on, and so forth— etcetera — etc., 
Ac., Ac. 

If we were a Past High Priest of Iowa, we would interview that Taylor with a 
calorijied anser. 

With reference to the amendment to the “Grand Regulations” of New Hamp- 
shire, adopted in 1871, prohibiting the issuance of special dispensations to confer the 
degrees in less time than is provided in said “ Grand Regulations,” he thus relieves 
himself : — 

Very good, provided the “ Grand Regulations ” are sound ; but if the Grand 
Regulations are the same, and things work as they sometimes do with us, we should 
favor a dispensation. In this case, only, mind, now and then. For what good rea- 
son, pray tell us, should a brother whom we have all known for years— perhaps one 
of the very men who helped to make us a Mason— for what reason should he be kept 
waiting one month for a committee “to inquire into his character,” Ac. ? Remem- 
ber, a Chapter has the power to appoint such committee, and they can take .viz 
months time, if needs be, so no Chapter or companion need be imposed upon ; and 
so we ask again, why pass such a law, which we all know works hardship in some 
cases, when we also know ft might as well be avoided. Now, youug gentlemen with 
your calf-bound universal masonic library, come out with your pop guns. Yes, ‘twas 
l who wrote, “ why not do away with this special dispensation business altogether — 
it does no good, but doeth much harm.” “But remember,” — the difference ’twixt a 
man and a mule is — a man sometimes changes his mind, a mule never. 

The report is one of the very best we have yet examined, (barring the horrible 
attempt upon our name, which ought to condemn any man to the galleys for life), 
and we would gladly copy from it in eztenso, but time and space forbid. He thus 
closes his notice of us: “ Comp. Wiooin, you ’re a brick.” We reciprocate : Comp* 
Taylor, you ’re another. 

Comp. Edward A. Guilbebt was reflected Grand High Priest, and Comp. W. B. 
Lang r i doe was reelected Grand Secretary. Address: Muscatine, Iowa. 

KANSAS. 

The Grand Chapter of Kansas held its eighth Annual Convocation in the city of 
Port Scott, commencing on the fourteenth day of October, 1872, — the M.\ E.\ E. D. 
Hillybr. Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E;. E. T. Carr being Grand Secre- 
tary. Fourteen subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an excellent Address, from which we extract 
the following, merely remarking, however, en passant , that if Comp. Hillyek, in 
claiming for Masonry the honor of having done more to make men wise and good, 
than any other institution, means simply secular institutions, we are prepared to 
agree with him ; if, however, he means to place Masonry above the divine institution 
of the church, we take issue with him at once ; and we do not hesitate to say that 
those who, in their blind zeal enunciate such doctrines, work far greater mischief to 
Masonry than they can ever hope to repair. He says :— 
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Whatever of earnestness and untiring perseverance selfishness exerts in the exe- 
cution of its sordid pursuits, should be surpassed by the Royal Arch Mason in the 
interests of the Order. Whatever of wisdom and far-seeing intelligence the giftea 
of our race give to their professional duties, we owe to the Order of Masonry which 
we represent, to the full extent of our mental abilities. 

Selfishness is the besetting sin of humanity, and Masonry is its antidote ; and 
without intending to decry the undoubted merits of the many institutions claiming to 
instruct and benefit mankind, I think I may confidently claim for Masonry, in its sev- 
eral degrees, the credit and honor of having done more to make man wise and good, 
and consequently happy, than all other institutions ever organized. 

It is, then, the welfare and happiness of humanity, concerning which we consult 
when we convene in General Grand Chapter, because Masonic prosperity, and hu- 
man progress and moral improvement are inseparable. Masonry is the secular 
churcn of the world ; her dogmas are comprehensible to all ; and we are her mis- 
sionaries, commissioned to teach through the eloquence of virtuous conduct. 

This is the duty of all Royal Arch Masons, and whoever fails in his sacred mission 
is unworthy of wages, and recreant to the sublime principles of the Order. 

Royal Arch Masons, more than any other of a subordinate degree, are supposed 
to be, and I think I may say, are, preeminent in morality, in charity, disinterested 
love for mankind and affectionate conduct to all, and an unquestionable honesty in 
every relation of life. 

If any Companion, then, does not appear in the locality in which he resides and 
is known, decorated with the halo of Masonic morality, he is false to his obligations 
and a traitor to the Order. From the petty tricks of political expediency, commer- 
cial “smartness,” and social pretense, the Royal Arch Mason must appear before our 
Sacred Altar with clean hands and a pure heart. “ To be virtuous, he must not be 
suspected.” 

The best interests of humanity was the aim and object of those who raised and 
sustained the Royal Arch Banners in the years that are past, and their glorious suc- 
cess proves that they were true and faithful. Now the Royal Arch Standard in this 

i urisdiction is committed to our hands, and if we cannot bring to the sacred trust the 
tigh abilities of our predecessors, we at least can equal them in zeal and faithful- 
ness. Those who labor to perfect the living Temple can succeed by no torpid devo- 
tion. The road of Masonic life is not strewn with roses ; it is rough with the passions, 
the prejudices, and the weaknesses of life, and the alluring temptations of vice are 
spread before the Companion at every step ; but just in proportion to the unweary- 
ing zeal and steadfast truth required to resist and conquer these baser impulses of 
our nature, is the ennobling influence which the Royal Arch Mason will exert upon 
those within the sphere of his labors. 

Whoever is not willing to sacrifice his personal preferences and individual tastes 
' for the welfare of the Order, should never have been admitted into the Tabernacle. 
If RovaI Arch Masons are content to stand upon the common level of conventional 
morafity, they are wholly deficient in that lofty spirit and laudable ambition which 
should ever inspire a Companion of the Order. While there is ignorance to be en- 
lightened, suffering to relieve, intolerance to be vanquished, or sorrows to soothe, 
the Companions of the Order may not stand by idly in listless inaction. The field of 
Masonic labor before us is ns extensive as the vices and weaknesses of man ; and 
the Masonic laborer who works to extirpate these, that wisdom and virtue may grow 
and flourish uninterruptedly, must bring to his task undoubted moral courage, en- 
lightened wisdom, fraternal charity, and undying zeal. And it is this high standard 
of moral excellence which gives to Royal Arch Masonry the power and influence for 
good which it has, and exerts, and will continue to exert, upon society. 

It is not through strength of numbers, or even by intellectual ability, that the Or- 
der can hope to accomplish its high mission. To these must be joined a determina- 
tion to act justly, and a spirit of fraternal benevolence embracing the brother- 
hood of man. 

Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction is in a prosperous condition ; the growth 
of the Order during the past year has been such as to create the conviction that 
worth and personal character have been more regarded than mere numerical strength; 
and in this vigilant watchfulness of the portals of the Tabernacle lies the safety and 
hope of the Order. Indeed, it cannot be too earnestly impressed upon the subordi- 
nate Chapters, that with only a few, good, wise, and zealous Companions, a Chapter 
can and will elevate and purify the moral atmosphere of society, encourage the 
weak and restrain the vicious ; while with a numerous membership of doubtful char- 
acter, their best efforts will be unsuccessful. A Royal Arch Mason, to be true to his 
obligations and useful to the Order, must be not only wholly blameless, but he must 
be conspicuous for the practice of those virtues which the good revere and even the 
depraved respect. 

He reports one case of strife and contention among the companions of a subordi- 
* nate Chapter, and recommends that their charter be revoked unless their difficulties 
receive a speedy and peaceful solution. 
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One dispensation to form a new Chapter had been issued, bnt for some reason the 
Chapter did not organize. The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance on 
hand of $504.31. 

The substitute question appears to have exercised our companions of Kansas as 
well as elsewhere ; and after some discussion and a close vote of nine to seven, the 
following resolution was adopted : — . 

Resolved , That the indiscriminate use of substitutes, by Chapters in this jurisdic- 
tion, is hereby prohibited ; but whenever it shall appear to be necessary for the inter- 
est of the Royal Craft that one or more substitutes be used in conferring the Royal 
Arch Degree, the Chapter shall, through its Secretary, and under the seal of the 
Chapter, make a statement of all the facts in the case to the Grand High Priest, 
when, if in his judgment the reasons are sufficient, he shall issue his dispensation for 
the use of one or more substitutes in that particular case. 

The Grand Secretary, Comp. E. T. Carr, again presented an excellent Report on 
Correspondence, in which the transactions of the General Grand Chapter, and those 
of thirty-four State Grand Chapters are reviewed in a courteous and interesting man- 
' ner. In his notice of California, he is pleased to speak in commendatory terms of 
our last report, for which we tender our thanks. 

The table of statistics gives the number of subordinate Chapters as twenty -five, 
with an aggregate membership of Beven hundred and fifty-five. 

The Mr. E.\ E. D. Hillyrr was reflected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ E. 
T. Carr was reflected Grand Secretary. Address — Leavenworth. 


KENTUCKY. 

The fifty-Beventh Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky was held 
in the city of Louisville, on the twenty-first day of October, 1872, — the M.\ E.\ J. P. 
Rascoe, Grand High Priest, presiding, the JR.\ E.\ J. M. S. McCorkle being Grand 
Secretary. Seventy-five subordinates were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief. He reports that peace and har- 
mony prevail throughout the jurisdiction. For a jurisdiction comprising within its 
limits eighty-eight active Chapters, he appears to have enjoyed a remarkably easy 
time. He says : “ No vexed question of jurisprudence has been determined at my 
hands worthy to be recorded in this connection, and no official interference has 
been necessary from your presiding officer.’,’ 

One dispensation to form a new Chapter was granted by him, and several applica- , 
tionsfor dispensations to confer degrees out of time were refused, on the ground that 
he “ could see no emergency in the cases presented.” He pays the following tribute 
to the memory of the venerable Comp. Philip 8wigert, who for half a century had 
served the Grand Chapter as Grand Secretary 

Since our last Annual Meeting the angel of death has carved the letters of his 
commission upon our Order. Companion Philip Swioert has fallen beneath his 
stroke, and reposes forever beneath the valley’s clod. He departed this life on the 
31st of December, 1871, at his residence in the city of Frankfort. He was elected 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky in the year 1822, which office he 
continued to hold up to the time of his death, with the exception of two years, 1839 
and 1840. He was the remaining type of the generation of Masons who had gone 
down to the silent grave. The Masonic brethren of this State elevated him to the 
proudest station in their gift, and he reflected honor upon the confidence reposed. 

As a Mason he was true and faithful ; wise to counsel, and prompt to execute. 
Contemplate him in his true light, with undeviating fidelity in the discharge of duty, 
the blending of mildness with lion-like energy, living a life of unsullied integrity, ter- 
minating in the midst of an old age, which was brightened by a conscious perform- 
ance of duty and a full belief of resting in peace with his Heavenly Father. The 
memory then of those whose lives were models of virtue, whose deaths were triumphs 
of piety, whose tombs syllable forth monitions to the living, and whose spirits have 
passed from the outer to the inner vail and entered upon the nnfading visions of the 
Upper Temple , should be held in veneration. I doubt not that this Grand Chapter 
will aid in the mournful but grateful duty of perpetuating his memory. 

Comp. H. A. M. Henderson, from the committee to whom was referred the fore- 
going portion of the Grand High Priest’s Address, gives, in his report, a most inter- 
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eating history of the life and services of Comp. Swtgsrt, both as a citizen and a 
Mason. We quote the concluding portion 

Everywhere Companion Swigert moved he was a positive force. In the various 
satelite institutions of the State, or corporations, or Masonry, whether as Senator, 
Commissioner, Director, President, Chairman, Master, Secretary, or Treasurer, he 
was a center of motion. He was not one of those persons wno are perpetually 
whirling at the circumference, for he always laid a strong hand upon the axle. 

As a Mason he was faithful beyond description. He attended to the duties of 
Masonry from the subordinate to the Grand Lodge, from the home to the Grand 
Chapter, from the Entered Apprentice degree to the chivalric Orders of Knighthood. 
No man in this jurisdiction was more loved by the Craft. Your committee write con 
amore, and what may seem to others extravaganzas is to us a feeble tribute. Would 
that in golden letters of ever-enduring chronicle we might perpetuate the virtues of 
a man and Mason, the like of whom are few. The marble shaft will ward his dust, 
and the hand of affection keep his grave green and flowery, but his noblest monu- 
ment shall be built of stones quarried from the heart of Masonry, crimson-veined 
marble whose blocks are indeed eternal. We offer the following resolution 

Resolved, That this memoir be printed in the proceedings, and that a monumental 
page in the journal be inscribed to the memory of Companion Philip Swigert. 

Financially our venerable sister appears to be in most excellent condition, as the 
Grand Treasurer reports the balance in his hauds to be $1180 63, which, with the 
invested funds, make the total assets $12,010 63. 

The committee appointed at the last Annual Convocation to devise some means 
by which uniformity of work might be secured, made a report recommending the 
appointment of ten District Deputy Grand High Priests, one for each Congressional 
District, who, after receiving the work from the Grand High Priest, should act as 
lecturers in their respective districts, and teach the work to the subordinate Chapters, 
the Chapters requiring their services to pay them the same mileage and per diem as 
allowed to the members of the Grand Chapter. We think the plan a good one, and 
if proper men are selected to fill the positions, the good results of the system will 
Boon be made manifest. 

The following report and resolution was laid over until the next Annual Convo- 
cation, when we hope to see it adopted, and old Kentucky once more in the family 
circle of Grand Chapters which hold allegiance to the General Grand Body 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, in overlooking the proceedings of 
sister jurisdictions, find a general regret expressed that Kentucky still declines to 
unite with them in the General Grand Chapter of the United States. We see no 
reason why we should continue in our isolated condition. By a union with the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, we will put ourselves into more positive sympathy with our 
Companions of other States, secure, in the end, perfect uniformity of work through- 
out tne country, and strengthen the social and civil bonds that should unite Compan- 
ions of the Royal Craft Our correspondence would then partake of a family char- 
acter, and prove more satisfactory tnan formal courtesies extended to mere stran- 
gers. We believe the arrangement would enable us to give and receive benefits, and 
we would certainly be relieved from the charge that we are insulating ourselves 
from the great family of capitular Masonry in our common country. We therefore 
submit the following resolution 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Kentucky resume its relation to the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, and that the Grand High Priest, Grand King, 
and Grand Scribe be instructed to attend the next Annual Session, with credentials 
famished under the seal of the Grand Chapter, and instructions to consummate our 
union with that body. 

Comp. H. A. M. Henderson again presents the Report on Correspondence. He 
apologizes for the feebleness of the report, on the ground of pressure of other busi- 
ness ; but he manages to get off a very good report, nevertheless. He reviews the 
transactions of twenty -seven Grand Chapters, but our proceedings did not reach him, 
which failure is probably explained by the closing paragraph of his report. He 
says 

We close our report, for the lack of further material. Many of the Proceedings 
have failed to reach us. By the death of Grand Secretary Swigert, some confusion 
in the transmission of the Proceedings has ensued, and it is possible that this ac- 
counts for the failure to receive the minutes of corresponding Chapters. We have 
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refused to notice none, and would gladly have reviewed all— but we cannot answer 
a letter we have not received. With fraternal greetings to onr Companions Report- 
ers, we submit our report. 

The if.*. E.\ William Ryan was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
John M. S. McCokklk was elected Grand Secretary. Address : Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 

The Grand Chapter of the State of Louisiana held its twenty-fifth Annual Convo- 
cation in the city of New Orleans, commencing on the thirteenth day of February, 
1872, the Mr. E.\ Michel Eloi Girard, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Rr. E.\ 
J. C. Batchelor being Grand Secretary. Sixteen chartered Chapters and three 
under dispensation were represented. 

The Grand High Priest commences an interesting Address with the following 
cheering announcement : — 

I feel happy to be able to report to you, that we have cause to rejoice at the 
continued prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry throughout our jurisdiction ; no discord- 
ant sounds are heard, no grievances reported, and your Committee on Appeals and 
Grievances have nothing to act upon ; the utmost good-will pervades every part of 
our Tabernacle, and we would be remiss in our duty should we fail to return thanks 
to the Great Giver of all good gifts and graces for the peace and harmony which 
gladden our heart. 

We congratulate our companions upon this happy state of affairs; may peace and 
prosperity long reign within their borders. He alludes to the change which has taken 
place at Romo, and rather crows over His Infallible Highness in his loss of power to 
do evil. He says;— 

Important events have marked the past year. Abroad, we find that the narrow- 
minded and intolerant spirit who ruled over a portion of fair Italy has been shorn of 
his temporal power. Henceforth our Italian brethren may not be cursed with the 
persecutions and bitter trials to which many have been subjected in the name of 
Religion. Rome, the Eternal City, is now the capital of Masonry in Italy. 

He briefly reviews the acts of the General Grand Chapter, all which appear to 
have met his hearty concurrence, and he gives our Baltimore companions a first rate 
notice as follows :— 

In closing this brief report of some of the proceedings of the General Grand 
Chapter, I cannot refrain from mentioning the truly fraternal welcome which all met 
at the hands of our companions at Baltimore. The recollection of the sumptuous 
feasts and divers amusements prepared for the occasion will long be cherished by all 
who were fortunate enough to participate in them. 

He announces that he has granted three dispensations to form new Chapters, and 
declares that he feels “some satisfaction at being able to report that no other kind 
of dispensation has been granted.” We participate in the satisfaction. The grant- 
ing of special dispensations to do all sorts of things out of the beaten Masonic track 
is calculated to work great evil to the Craft; and when we read the addiess of a 
Grand High Priest, and find there reported a long list of special dispensations, we 
immediately look forward to see what the Committee on Grievances have to report. 

Upon the question of dimission and non-affiliation he discourses as follows : — 

It certainly is the spirit of our laws that there should be no drones in our midst, 
and still I fear the different bodies are too willing to allow companions to discontinue 
their membership. Often the applicant for a dimit does not intend to affiliate with 
any other chapter, and he only applies for a dimit to withdraw, as he thinks perhaps, 
not dishonorably, from the Order. That is eminently wrong, it is not in accordance 
with the spirit of the ancient charge. “ Every brother ought to belong to one lodge 
and be subject to its By-Laws and General Regulations.” (and I think every companion 
ought to belong to one Chapter, and be subject to its By-Laws and General Regula- 
tions.) Sometimes, too, after having been dimitted, his application for affiliation iB 
refused, and thus he may be unwittingly made to remain a non-affiliate. 

Whilst we have legislated against non-affiliation and endeavored to recall in to 
membership those who were out, we should have directed our efforts to retain those 
who are members by not allowing any companion to lose his membership in his Chap- 
ter uutil he has been accepted a member in another. By enacting a By-Law 
that a demit will not have the effect of dissolving membership until the dimitted 
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companion has been accepted a member by some other Chapter, or that one dimitted, 
who has not applied for membership in some regular Chapter, for twelve months, 
should be considered as suspended, and reported as such, non-affiliation would be 
stopped at once, and it is only by arresting the evil that we may hope to ever see 
the last of craftsmen lounging about without asking or receiving wages. It were 
much better for the craft that those who have failed to appreciate the sublimity of 
the teachings of our Order, and have become desirous of being relieved of the noble 
duties of a Mason, should be also deprived of the rightB of one. They should be cut 
off as dead branches and stand as suspended, and thus deprived of all rights, even 
Masonic communication. Without some penalty affixed to continued non-affiliation, 
it must increase and become a sore evil, not to be easily cured. 

If these views are correct, the practice of striking from the roll for non-payment 
of dues, must be wronp in principle. It may and does afford the Chapter some relief, 
as it has no contribution to make to the Grand Chapter for the delinquent member; 
but it also has the bad effect of increasing the number of loungers, without any 
adequate good result. The member stricken from the roll remains in good standing, 
since he iB not suspended; he may not even have been reprimanded, and is, therefore, 
still entitled to all the rights of a Royal Arch Mason without having to bear any of 
the burdens. There is another subject which deserves some attention. A Royal Arch 
Mason, who is suspended or expelled by the lodge of which he is a member, is thereby 
considered as suspended or expelled from the Chapter, and there should be some mode 
provided for notifying the several Chapters of that suspension or expulsion by the 
lodge. Some official notice of it should be given to the Chapter by a certificate issued 
by the Secretary of the lodge, and the information could tnen be transmitted by the 
Secretary of the Chapter to the Grand Secretary, who would report it in his monthly 
reports to the constituent Chapters, and thus the Royal Arch Craft generally would 
be advised of it. 

The question of non-affiliation is a vexatious one, and we agree with Comp. 
Girard that some plan should be devised by which the evil may be remedied. We 
believe that any Royal Arch Mason who neglects or refuses to affiliate with some 
Chapter for a period of twelve months, should be declared suspended from all the 
rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry. We know of no other remedy which 
would prove effectual. The rule may appear to be a harsh one, yet we believe in 
the principle that he who contributes nothing to the general good of the body should 
have no share in the general benefits to be derived from it. 

As to the question of striking from the roll for non-payment of dues, we got over 
that absurdity in California a long time ago. Our law is, when a member is six 
months in arrears, he must be notified of that fact by the Secretary, and if at the 
stated meeting thereafter his dues are not paid, or some sufficient reason given for 
their non-payment, he' is suspended, and remains so until his dues are paid, unless 
the Chapter shall deem it proper to remit them. We endorse the proposition that 
when a member is suspended by a Lodge, some means should be provided by which 
the Chapter may be notified, otherwise we might unwittingly hold Masonic inter- 
course with a suspended or expelled Mason, and the plansuggested by Comp. Girard 
appears to us to be the only feasible one. 

He recommends that a committee on work be appointed, whose duty it shall be, 
when they find the work themselves, to report it to the Grand Chapter, to be finally 
acted upon, and, if approved, to be taught and disseminated by the Grand Lecturer. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest, Comp. Joskpb P. Horner, submitted a report of 
his official acts during the year. He had issued one dispensation to form a new 
Chapter, and had attended the Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter 
at Baltimore, where he doubtless enjoyed the hospitality of our companions of that 
city. 

We observe that our Louisiana companions have one important adjunct to pros- 
perity and harmony, viz., a comfortable balance in the treasury, $1 797 92 being 
reported as the amount on hand and all expenses paid. 

The Committee on Grievances are growing rusty for want of use and might as well 
be discontinued ; they make the customary report, nothing to report upon. Matters 
generally run on about right when this committee, year after year, report nothing to 
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do. The Grand Chapter joined with the Grand Lodge in the ceremonies of laying the 
corner-stone of the New Masonic Temple, which we hope may soon be successfully 
completed. 

A resolution was adopted authorising the Grand High Priest to procure a suitable 
jewel for the Deputy Grand High Priest, and a jewel and apron for the Grand Lec- 
turer. 

The Report on Correspondence is as usual by Comp. Josbph P. Horneb, in which 
he reviews the transactions of thirty Grand Chapters, and of the General Grand 
Chapter at its last Annual Convocation. 

California receives courteous notice at his hands ; he coincides in our views, that 
the law of the Grand Lodge shall govern in all cases where they do not conflict with 
those of the Grand Chapter, and upon this subject he says : — 

This meets our views, and we would rejoice to see the example followed every- 
where ; the general regulations of the Grand Lodges are made for the government 
and direction of bodies very similar in their character and organizations to our Chap- 
ters, and require little, if any change to adapt them to our use, and by adopting them 
we make the law more simple and more compact. It is a mistake to have too much 
law, and if that governing the fundamental bodies of the craft is well understood, it 
is easily applicable to all other organizations claiming to be of a Masonic character, 
and recognizing the possession of the blue degrees as a necessary qualification for 
admission to membership. The best code of By-Laws that we ever saw for a subor- 
dinate Masonic Body, would occupy scarcely a third of this page, and long use has 
not suggested any addition'to them. 

The report is an excellent one and we would gladly copy many good things from 
it but time and Bpace forbid. 

The Mr. K\ Michel Eloi Girard waB reflected Grand High Priest, and the Hr. 
E.\ J. C. Batchelor was reflected Grand Secretary. Address : New Orleans. 


MAINE. 

The Grand Chapter of Maine was convened in the city of Portland on the seventh 
day of May, 1872, —the M.\ JP.\ Stephen J. Young, Grand High Priest, presiding, 
the Hr. E,\ Ira Berry being Grand Secretary. Thirty-four subordinate Chapters, 
being all the chartered Chapters borne upon the registry, were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest treats solely of matters of local interest. 
He reports the Chapters throughout the jurisdiction as generally harmonious and 
prosperous, though it appears there are some exceptions to the rule. He announces 
the demise of Past Grand High Priest A. B. Thompson, and pays a fitting tribute to 
his memory. 

We note the following decision, in which we concur : “An officer, legally elected, 
presente himseif for installation, when a companion objects to his installation on 
account of his bad moral character. Can he be installed ? Ans— He can not be 
installed until the charges are investigated and refuted. The objection of one com- 
panion, if found valid, is sufficient to prevent the installation of any officer of a 
Chapter.” 

The Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, and Grand Scribe each submitted a 
report of hiB official acts, confined principally to visits to, and a general supervision 
of, the several Chapters assigned them for inspection. 

The Grand Treasurer reports the amount in the Charity Fund of the Grand Chap- 
ter to be $3741 84, while a balance of $488 97 remains in the General Fund after the 
year’s expenses have been paid. 

The Grand Secretary in Ms report states that when he was first elected, eighteen 
years ago, there were only eight Chapters in existence in that jurisdiction, bat now 
they number thirty-five. He reports, also, that some of the documents belonging to 
the Grand Chapter were lost in the great fire of 1866, and some got mixed in remov- 
ing them ; but he hopes to be able to arrange them so they may know what has been 
saved and where to find it. 
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The amendment to the Constitution, submitted at the last Annual Convocation, 
making District Deputy Grand High Priests members of the Grand Chapter, was 
adopted. A wise measure. 

An amendment abolishing mileage was adopted, and authority was given the 
Grand Treasurer, in case the receipts should not be sufficient to meet the current ex - 
penses, to borrow such amount as he might deem necessary. 

The Report of the Committee on Returns shows the number of exaltations to 
have been 278 ; number of members, 3310 : an increase of 250 from last year. 

The following amendment to the Constitution was proposed and referred : “ Every 
Mason receiving the Royal Arch degree in a subordinate Chapter, shall thereby be * 
come a member of that Chapter, and the Secretary shall immediately register his 
name as a member.” It appears to us that such an amendment might be rather in- 
convenient at times, if a sister Chapter should ask to have the Royal Arch degree 
conferred upon one of her candidates as a matter of convenience; for instance, the 
request could not be granted, because the fact of conferring the Royal Arch degree 
upon him would deprive the Chapter making the request of a member which they 
might strongly desire to retain. The resolution adopted in 1869, prohibiting the use 
of substitutes, was repealed. 

Comp. Drummond again presents the Report on Correspondence, which he pre- 
faces as follows : — 

The unexpected action of the General Grand Chapter, at Baltimore, in relation to 
the Chairman of your committee, made it a question with him whether he could with 
propriety perform the duties devolved upon him at your last Annual Covocation. 
But as he undertook to perform those duties before he was called to official position 
at Baltimore, he has concluded to prepare this report, as usual. But let it be under- 
stood, that the views herein expressed are the personal views of the Chairman of 
your committee, and not the official views of the General Grand High Priest ; with 
this understanding, he proposes to discuss questions as freely as if he sustained no 
official relations to the Royal Craft. 

Dropping now the third person singular, and adopting the conventional first person 
plural, we give herewith the list of proceedings which should come to hand for 
review in this report, though at this time all have not been received. 

He reviews, in his usual thorough manner, the transactions of thirty- eight Grand 
Chapters, and those of the General Grand Chapter for 1871. 

The proceedings of our Grand Chapter failed to reach him in time, and thus we 
missed the good word we know he had in store for us. 

The amendment making Past Grand High Priests permanent members of the 
General Grand Chapter was adopted by a vote of 109 to 7. The adoption of this 
amendment was a death blow to the proposition to dissolve the body, as it now has 
a permanent membership which will support and maintain it. Thirty Past Grand 
High Priests reported at once, and their names were entered on the roll. The body 
then comprised an amount of ability and Masonic knowledge rarely met with in an 
assembly of any character. There were Pike, English, and Barber of Arkansas, 
Lockwood of Connecticut, Mackey of District of Columbia, Hacker and Hazelrigg of 
Indiana, Pitrvin of Iowa, Fellows of Louisiana, CollinB of Missouri, Corson of New 
Jersey, Barnum, Austin, and Simons of New York, Bruns of South Carolina, and 
many others who have a national reputation. 

Charters were granted for one Chapter in Colorado, one in Shanghai, China, two 
in Idaho, one in Wyoming, one in Nevada, and two in Washington, and the Chapter 
at Honolulu was revived. 

In his report on Alabama, he thus exhaustively replies to Comp. Pillan’s asser- 
tion that the General Grand Chapter derived its powers from the State Grand Chap- 
ters. Alluding to Comp. Pillan’s report of last year, he says 

He discusses the General Grand Chapter, but doeB not replv to our questions of 
last year. He starts by asking “ But whence did the General Grand Chapter derive 
its powers?” and answers it as follows: 11 From those certainly who constituted it — 
the State Grand Chapters.” He founds his remaining argument upon this. It is evi- 
dent that he is entirely in error, and we ask him to examine the compendium of the 
proceedings of the General Grand Chapter. He will find that, as we have been tell- 
ing him, he reverses the facts. The General Grand Chapter was not created by 
SUile Grand Chapters , but it antedates every one of them which are its constituents , 
and every one of (hem was created by its authority and under its Constitution . 
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Let us examine its history briefly. Delegates from the subordinate Chapters of 
several States met January 24, 1798, and formed a Grand Chapter for the Northern 
States. It was provided in its Constitution that there should be in each of the 
States within its jurisdiction, a Deputy Grand Chapter, consisting of a Deputy Grand 
High Priest, King, Scribe, Ac., who should be the Representatives of their Deputy 
Grand Chapter in the Grand Chapter. Accordingly. ** agreeably to the sixth article 
of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter of the Northern States of America” the rep- 
resentatives of the Chapters in New York met March 14, 1708, and organized the 
Deputy Grand Chapter of New York. In the same manner, on the twelfth of June, 
1798, the Deputy Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was organized ; the same thing 
was done in Rhode Island in March, 1797, and in Connecticut May 17, 1798. There 
were no other Grand Chapters in the country, save one in Pennsylvania appended to, 
and under the control or the Grand Lodge. It has, however, recently been dis- 
covered that one had been formed in Maryland, but how, it is not known, as none of 
the records have been found. 

On Jan. 9, 1799, the Grand Chapter of the Northern States met, having under it 
the four Deputy Grand Chapters above named, being all there then were in the coun- 
try. It then amended its Constitution, taking the name of the General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter for the Northern States, and provided that the Deputy Grand Chapters 
should in future be styled “ State Grand Chapters.” And they were granted power 
to issue warrants for new Chapters in their several jurisdictions, except that (until 
Grand Chapters should be formed therein) Vermont was placed under the jurisdiction 
of New York, and New Hampshire under that of Massachusetts. Subordinate Chap- 
ters when constituted were required to conform, “ in all their doings, to the Consti- 
tution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter.” In 1804, the Grand Chapter of 
Vermont was formed under this authority. 

In 1806, the General Grand Chapter met again, all the Grand Chapters then exist- 
ing (except the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, which had not then become inde- 
pendent, but was still governed by the Grand Lodge) being represented, and amended 
its Constitution by changing its name to the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, and giving to State Grand Chapters the power to issue warrants for new 
Chapters in their several jurisdictions, and reserving to itself the sole power to issue 
them for Chapters in any State in which there was not a Grand Chapter. It also 
provided that when three Chapters had been formed in any State under that Consti- 
tution, a Grand Chapter might be formed therein with the approbation of one of 
the first four General Grand Officers, in one year after the establishment of the junior 
Chapter in the State. Two dispensations (one for South Carolina and one for 
Georgia) having been issued by the General Grand Officers, they were confirmed by 
the General Grand Chapter. 

It was further provided that every officer on his installation, and every candidate 
on his admission, should take the following obligation : “ I, A. B., do promise and 
swear, that I will support and maintain the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution.” 

It next met in 1816. The Grand Chapter of Maryland had been re-organized and 
was admitted under the authority of the General Grand Chapter ; the Grand Chapter 
of Virginia had been formed by Chapters appendant to Lodges, and has remained 
independent ever since ; and the Grand Chapter of South Carolina had been formed 
un ler it* authority by Chapters chartered by it. 

It next met in 1819. The Grand Chapters of Kentucky, Ohio, and New Hamp- 
shire had then been formed under its authority and were admitted to representation. 

It next met in 1826. The Grand Chapters of Maine, Georgia, North Carolina, Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, New Jersey, and the District of Columbia had been formed in ac- 
cordance with its constitution and under its authority, and, most of them, by Chap- 
ters chartereu directly by it. No other Grand Chapter was formed, except as here- 
inafter stated, till 1845 ; and in the mean time the Grand Chapters of Vermont, New 
Jersey. District of Columbia, North Carolina, and Georgia had Buccumbed to the 
anti-masonic storm, and only one (Georgia in 1841) had been re-organized. But the 
General Grand Chapter had held its regular convocations. 

Now, Comp. Pillans, does not this history completely dispose of your argument, 
that the State Grand Chapters are the parents of the General Grand Chapter ? 

But we are not yet done with you. We have given the general history, and we 
now propose to make an application to Alabama in particular. We have stated that 
the Grand Chapter of Alabama was formed in 1823. An attempt wa9 made to do so* 
Four Chapters had been chartered by the General Grand High PinesL A meeting 
was called for May 19, 1823, but there was a disagreement as to the time and place, 
and only two Chapters were represented : on the 21st, no delegate from the other 
two had arrived, but a Constitution was adopted, and on the next day a Grand Chap- 
ter was organized : whether more than two Chapters were then represented does 
not appear : but as the junior Chapter was not a year old, the General Grand Chap- 
ter, in 1826, decided that the action was void, and the Grand Chapter could not be 
recognized. It, however, confirmed the charters which had been issued by that 
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Grand Chapter, authorized and recommended the four Chapters created by itself to 
form a Grand Chapter at an early day. Accordingly the delegates from those four 
Chapters met June 2, 1827, and formed a Grand Chapter, which met regularly till 
1830, but then suspended. On Dec. 8, 1837, the representatives of the Chapters then 
working in Alabama met and adopted the following resolution:— 

“ Resolved , That the representatives of the several Chapters, now present, pro- 
ceed to form a Grand Royal Arch Chapter according to the provisions of the General 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States , the former Grand Chapter of this 
State having failed to hold its constitutional meetings for the last seven years.” 

And in accordance therewith organized the Grand Chapter. 

For more than thirty years every officer at his installation, and every candidate at 
his admission, in Alabama, took a solemn obligation to support and maintain the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, as the supreme governing body in the 
United States : the Constitution of the Grand Chapter declared that it was under the 

* jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, and adopted the Constitution of the lat- 
ter as part of itself. In December, 1860, a revised constitution containing the same 
provision was reported, received, and, in accordance with the requirements in 
amending the Constitution, entered on the minutes, published with the proceedings, 
and laid over to the next Convocation for action, when it purports to have been 
unanimously adopted. But at that same Convocation (1661) the following resolution 
was adopted with but one dissenting vote : — 

“ Resolved, That the connection subsisting between the Grand Chapter of Ala- 
bama and the General Grand Chapter of the United States be and the same iB hereby 
dissolved.” 

This seems to be an attempt to amend the Constitution by simple resolution : but 
it may be that the revised Constitution was amended accordingly and unanimously 
adopted, without lying over one year . as the Constitution itself required. If we look 
to the validity of the proceedings, either horn of the dilemma would seem to be fatal 
to them. But we do not mention this to make a point of it. We desire to ask Comp. 
P 11 .LAN 8 if this action was consistent with the obligations which he and his associates 
have many times taken in relation to the General Grand Chapter. It was taken in 
dark and troublous times ; but now it can be examined in the light of history and 
in the absence of the terrible excitement attending its adoption. Can it be sustained ? 

If not, we know our Alabama companions too well to argue that if it cannot be on 
the score of duty, considerations of policy and usefulness do not have a feather’s 
weight. 

We call upon our companion to point out, if he can, a single error in our historical 
statement ; and if he cannot, to answer the question squarely, whether the General 
Grand Chapter is not the parent of the Grand Chapters ; and if it is, whether the 
jurisdiction it has over them can be thrown off by them, without its consent ; and 
whether we can thus be absolved from the obligations we have voluntarily taken to 
support it. 

We have devoted this space to this question to dispose of it once for all, and be- 
cause Comp. Pillans invited this discussion by taking issue with us in a former 
report, and maintaining that the State Grand Chapters constituted the General Grand 
Chapter, as he does in the report now under review. 

He briefly alludes to certain unjust and utterly uncalled for charges made against 

* him by Comp. Mason, of the District of Columbia, strips from them the flimsy veil of 
sophistry with which they are enveloped, and exhibits them in all their naked de- 
formity as simply whoppers; but as Comp. Mason h&9 retired from the field report- 
orial,and as we hope no other reporter will ever strive to emulate his peculiar style, 
we gladly drop the subject. 

In his review of Ohio, Comp. Drummond gives us his ideas of physical qualifica- 
tions, which agree entirely with our own opinion as expressed in our report of last ' 
year. He says 

The following resolution, reported by Comp. E. T. Carson, from the Committee 
on Jurisprudence, was adopted :— 

“ Resolved , That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, a Master Mason who has 
become maimed in person, is not thereby absolutely physically disqualified for re- 
ceiving the degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter ; but the degree of injury or 
maiming that shall constitute physical disqualification for the receiving of degrees 
shall be left, as the moral ana other necessary qualifications are, with the several 
subordinate Chapters.” 

We dissent from this. The allegation that the determination of all the necessary 
qualifications of a candidate is left to Chapters, without restraint, is not true. If a , 
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Master Mason becomes an atheist, a Chapter which should knowingly receive him, 
would lose its charter ; and hence we say that the Grand Chapter may lay down 
and should lay down a rule for its subordinates as to physical qualifications. If it 
says that no Chapter shall admit a candidate who cannot receive and give all the 
instruction necessary to prove one to be a Royal Arch Mason, it transcends in no 
degree its powers, and prescribes a reasonable limit to the discretion of the subor- 
dinates. 

He gives the following history of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of 
England, a body which has been recognized by some of the Grand Chapters of the 
United States, and which recognition may yet lead to some unpleasant complica- 
tions : — 

IFrom time immemorial the Mark degree has been worked in England. At the 
union of the two craft Grand Lodges in 1813, the Mark degree was excluded from 
the system then adopted. But it continued to be worked extensively, the Lodges 
being held under immemorial constitution derived from the old Athol York Grand 
Lodge. But there was no governing body in the country. The Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter ignored it It was a necessary qualification to the Royal Arch in 
America. Much confusion naturally arose. An effort was made in 1855 to obtain 
its recognition, as a separate degree from the Grand Lodge of England, but it failed. 

Thereupon, certain brethren applied to the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland 
for charters, under the authority of which they founded Lodges in England. The 
“ time immemorial” Lodges did not approve of this, and in June, 1856, three of them 
united and formed a Grand Mark Lodge for England. Thi* movement caused the 
warm expression of a desire for a general union of all the Mark Masters in England 
under one head, and a meeting was held May 30, 1857. of representatives from all 
existing Mark Lodges ini England, wherever they could be found. In 1858, the 
Lodges holding under the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland gave in their adhesion. 
Ten “time immemorial” Lodges and seven Scottish Lodges, acknowledge the 
supremacy of the new Grand Lodge. 

It is understood that now every Lodge or body conferring the degree of Mark 
Master in England holds under its authority. It has been recognized by the Supreme 
Grand Chapter of Scotland, which had granted their charters to seven of its constitu- 
ents. 

Whether the original organization of this Grand Lodge by only three Lodges, 
when there were at least five times that number in existence in England, was Masoni- 
cally regular, so that its exclusive authority in that country would have been sus- 
tained, has now become of no consequence, inasmuch as all the Lodges have volun- 
tarily given in their adhesion to it. we are clearly of opinion that it is the legitimate 
Supreme Masonic authority over the Mark degree in England, and that all Mark 
Master Masons made in England under its authority, or recognized by it as regular, 
are entitled to recognition as such everywhere. 

8ome Grand Chapters have exchanged Representatives with it, but we are not 
prepared to advise this Grand Chapter to do so. Recognition does not necessarily 
imply exchange of Representatives. This Grand Chapter recognizes the Grand 
Lodge of Maine as the supreme Masonic authority over Craft Masonry in this juris- 
diction, and the Grand Lodges of the other States as supreme in the same manner in 
their respective jurisdictions; but an exchange of Representatives wonld be univer- 
sally deemed absurd. The case is not absolutely parallel, it is true, because the 
Grand Lodges do not recognize the Grand Chapters ; but the difference in grade 
seems to ns a sufficient reason for not exchanging Representatives. However, If, 
upon further consideration, it is deemed proper to exchange Representatives, it may 
be done, there being no necessity for finally deciding that question at the present 
time. 

We regret to see that it is the intention of Comp. Drummond to lay down the 
reportorial quill and retire from the field of correspondence. His reports have been 
most valuable additions to Masonic literature, and his views are generally acknowl- 
edged to be sound and correct. We Bhall miss him sadly from the ranks of the pen 
and ink brigade, and we almost wish he hadn’t been elected General Grand High 
Priest, that we might still have retained the services of a correspondent whose 
ability and learning have so greatly benefited the Craft, and whose genial courtesy 
and kindness have won for him universal esteem and respect. 

The JT.\ E .\ John W. Ballou was elected Grand High Priest, and the JJ.*. E.% 
Ira Bbrry was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : Portland. 
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MAEYLAND. 

The Grand Chapter of Maryland assembled in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Baltimore, on the eleventh day of November, 1872,— the If.*. E,\ Gao. L. McCahan, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ William A. Wbntz being Grand Secre- 
tary. 

Ten subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. The Grand High 
Priest delivered an interesting Address. He alludes feelingly to the decease of 
three companions who had held high positions in the Grand Chapter, and who were 
“ deservedly honored and esteemed,” alludes apologetically to his inability to visit 
the subordinate Chapters so often or extensively as he had designed, and urges the 
adoption of more liberal measures to secure a uniformity of work. 

He had granted two dispensations to form new Chapters ; also two dispensations 
for special purposes. 

We note the following decisions 

1. A Chapter may confer degrees by request of a Chapter of another jurisdiction, 
and the companion would be a member of the Chapter for whom the degrees were 
conferred. 

2. A companion must state his objections to the granting of a dimit, otherwise it 
can be granted. 

3. A member of a Mark Lodge in another jurisdiction must be qualified as to resi- 
dence before petitioning for the remainder or the degrees. If not able to prove him- 
self a Mark MTaster, he must petition for the latter also. 

The above would also apply to a brother who had been elected to receive all the 
degrees in a Chapter in another jurisdiction, and had only received the Mark Degree, 
provided in addition that the consent of said Chapter be first obtained, if practicable. 

4. A Royal Arch Mason in good standing, and a bona fide resident or the place 
where a Chapter is proposed to be located, may be one of the petitioners for a dis- 
pensation, and be a member of a Chapter not under this jurisdiction. 

5. Companions “ dismissed for non-payment of dues,’’ can only be reinstated by 
regular petition and ballot. 

6. A Chapter must not be closed for the purpose of working in subordinate degrees, 
but called off— afterwards resume labor and close. 

7. Objections to a brother advancing further, after having received one or more 
degrees, should be stated to the Chapter for its decision. 

8. The High Priest has the right to call off his Chapter at any time during a con- 
vocation, for consultation. 

9. Petitions for the degrees can only be received and referred to committees at a 
stated convocation, and most lie over to the next stated convocation before balloting. 

10. Where a Chapter adds formal expulsion to expulsion by a Lodge, and the 
Lodge reinstates, a regular petition and ballot is required to reinstate in the Chapter. 

11. A Chapter cannot elect any one as High Priest, who has not previously served 
as King or Scribe. 

12. Chapters U. D. pay exaltation and member’s fees to the Grand Chapter for all 
companions exalted therein. 

13. It has recently come to my knowledge that a Chapter donated two compan- 
ions, after exaltation, ten dollars each, the Implied purpose being to reduce the fee 
to twenty dollars ; an evasion of this character is equivalent to a violation of the 
Constitution. 

We concur in the foregoing decisions, excepting the fourth, fifth, and eleventh, 
which would not be good law in this jurisdiction. 

We are pleased to note that the Grand High Priest recommended the surrender 
of jurisdiction over the degrees of Royal and Select Master, and the establishment 
of regular Councils of those degrees. He says 

Maryland has ever maintained that the Council degrees should be under the con- 
trol of the Chapters, and be conferred before the Royal Arch, but we find at the 
present time but three other Grand Chapters who think alike with us ; the remainder 
all have regularly organized Grand Councils, which exercise jurisdiction over them, 
and under whose fostering care their usefulness and value are undoubtedly greatly 
enhanced. 

In order then to aid in the perfection of the ** American system,” and to place 
ourselves in unison with the great majority of Grand Jurisdictions of our country, I 
urge upon the Grand Chapter to forbid her subordinates conferring those degrees, 
and let us as Select and Royal Masters proceed to organize subordinate Councils, 
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and, at as early a date as possible, a Grand Conncil. No change will be required in 
onr Chapter work, as the committee on its revision so arranged it in anticipation as 
to preclude any such necessity. 

The committee, to whom the Address of the Grand High Priest was referred, con- 
curred in hiB ideas, and submitted the following resolution, which was adopted 

Resolved , That all subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction are prohibited from 
conferring any other degrees than those of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent 
Master, and Royal Arch. 

Comp. Hermon L. Emmons, Jr., gives us, as usual, a first-rate Report on Corres- 
pondence, in which he presents an abstract of the proceedings of thirty-seven Grand 
Chapters, California, for 1872, receiving fraternal notice. He quotes liberally from 
the Address of Past Grand High Priest English, and from our report of last year. 
He quotes Sec. 6 of our Constitution, and is evidently inclined to dissent therefrom, 
as he says : — 

The payment of dues is a subject demanding carefal consideration. If the de- 
grees. fees, and other sources of revenue are sufficient to meet the necessary expenses 
of a Chapter, it is a doubtful question whether membership dues should be required. 
They certainly should be fixed at the lowest sum requisite to meet current expenses 
after all other revenues have been applied to their liquidation. If a member is dere- 
lict in payment of dues, he should be notified thereof. If, after a reasonable time 
has elapsed, his dues remain unpaid, he should be summoned to show cause why he 
has not obeyed the by-laws imposing them. If upon doe investigation it appears 
the member is unable to pay them, they should be remitted. 

If able but he refuses or persistently neglects to pay them, he thereby doubly vio- 
lates his obligations to the Royal Craft : First, by disobeying the by-law ; and second, 
by wronging nis companions In compelling them to bear his pecuniary obligations in 
addition to their own, and he should be indefinitely suspended or expelled, and only 
be reinstated through the ballot box. 

We can assure Comp. Emmons that the effect of that provision of our Constitution 
has been most salutary, both in Lodge and Chapter. 

There is a certain class in every community, Masonic or otherwise, who can only 
be brought to a realizing sense of their duty to their fellow men by a strict adminis- 
tration of law and a wholesome dread of its penalties. We sometimes hear Masons 
complain that the Order is degenerating into an institution of dollars and cents ; dol- 
lars and cents 'indeed ! What but dollars and cents clothes the naked and feeds the 
hungry? What but dollars and cents furnishes the destitute widow and helpless 
orphan with home and shelter and the comforts of life ? What but dollars and cents 
buries the dead, and furnishes aid and comfort to the sick and suffering? Those 
who complain that Masonry is an institution of dollars and cents, in nine cases out of 
ten, are those who do not pay their dues, or, if they do, pay them grudgingly and 
tardily ; and it is this class of “ dollars and cents” Masons that our law is intended 
to reach. The good and true Mason needs no incentive to pay his dues ; he under- 
stands his obligations to his Lodge or Chapter, and he cheerfully discharges them, or 
if misfortune befalls him and he cannot pay, he has only to make the fact known and 
he is excused. 

The true Mason joins the Order that he may benefit others, not with the hope or 
expectation of benefits that may accrue to himself. We have frequently noticed that 
these dollar and cent Masons — while in prosperity ignoring their obligations to the 
Order, contributing nothing to its charities and bearing no part of its burdens — 
when adversity overtakes them, and the need of a friendly sustaining hand is felt, 
are the first to rush forward and present their claims as Masons, and are most clam- 
orous for sympathy and aid. It causes too much trouble and expense to prefer 
charges against these delinquents and have them tried individually, and punished 
for the non-payment of their dues ; and to avoid that trouble, the section of our 
Constitution referred to by Comp. Emmons, declares the non-payment of dues a Ma- 
sonic crime, and awards its punishment. 

When notified by the Secretary that he is six months in arrears, a companion 
knows that unless his dues are paid on or before the next stated meeting, or some 
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satisfactory reason be given for their non-payment, he will be suspended ; and if he 
is nnable to pay, he has only to say so, or notify the Chapter in writing of his ina- 
bility, and further time will be given him, or his dueB remitted, as the circumstances 
of the case seem to require. 

Comp. Emmons rather has the beBt of ns on the figuring np of the membership of 
that jurisdiction ; we have gone back for that sum total and found it, and we take It 
all back, and are glad we didn’t say anything. 

In commenting upon our remarks upon the right of an officer to resign, he says : 

The right of an installed officer to resign is questionable. If a vacancy occurs in 
consequence of death, removal, or other permanent disability, the vacancy can be 
officially declared and filled by special election ordered by dispensation, except in 
the case of the first three officers, where the rule should be as follows : If the vacancy 
occurs in the office of High Priest, it is the right of the King to preside during the 
unexpired term, and in case the positions of High Priest and King are vacant, it is 
the right of the Scribe to preside until the next regular election of officers. 

We are still of the opinion that, under certain circumstances, an installed officer 
not only has the right, but it is his duty to resign. Where there is no specific law 
governing a case, we believe the law of common sense should prevail, and that 
would dictate that, when a man assumes a position, tfye duties of which he cannot 
perform, the sooner he retires and makes way for some one who can, the better for 
all concerned. 

In relation to our remarks upon the Order of High Priesthood, he says : — 

In Maryland the High Priest’s degree is a prerequisite to installation, and the can- 
didate must pass the ordeal of the ballot-box. The question has been more than 
once raised in the Grand Chapter by a subordinate feeling aggrieved at the action of 
the Council of High Priests ; but the course taken by the latter has always been 
sustained practically, although the Grand Chapter has never claimed jurisdiction 
over the Council. 

We have seen that Maryland has got rid of one old fogy idea relative to the 
Council degrees : we have stong hopes that she may yet see the error of her ways 
in relation to the Order of High Priesthood. / 

Comp. Emmons agrees with us upon the question of physical qualification, as most 
sensible men do. There are twelve chartered Chapters and two under dispensation 
in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership — which we found figured up — of 
1207. Number exalted during the year, 418 ; increase of membership over last 
year, 73. 

The Jf.\ E.\ George L. MoCahan was reelected Grand High Priest, and the 
R.\ E.\ William A. Wentz was reelected Grand Secretary. Address: Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The pamphlet containing the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts 
for 1871, is a very handsome one of one hundred and ninety-eight pages, printed on 
excellent paper, and its typographical execution shows the master workman. In it 
are recorded the transactions bad at ten Special, three Quarterly, and one Annual 
Convocation. The ten Special affairs being for the purpose of constituting Chapters, 
installing officers, Ac. 

The first Quarterly Convocation was held in the city of Boston on the seventh day 
of March, 1871, all the Grand Officers being present, and thirty-two subordinate 
Chapters were represented. 

The M.\ K\ Henry Chickering, Grand High Priest, delivered a business-like 
Address, confined principally to matters of local interest. We extract the following 
as illustrating the difference in the method of procedure in the formation of new 
Chapters between Massachusetts and California 

I wish to oall your attention to the subject of dimits for persons to whom charters 
for new Chapters are issued. There has been too much neglect upon this subject. 
I am convinced that the name of no companion, a member of an existing Chapter, 
should be inserted in a charter till he presents a dimit from his Chapter ; otherwise 
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a companion largely in arrears for dues, or one even under suspension, might be con- 
stituted into a new Chapter. If a companion is not an affiliated Royal Arch Mason, 
he should be required to bring a certificate from the Chapter in which he received 
his degree*, or from other reliable source, certifying this fact and his standing. I 
recommend that hereafter this be required. 

In this jurisdiction a petition for a dispensation must be accompanied by the dimits 
of all the petitioners from the Chapters of which they last were members, also by a 
certificate from the Grand Lecturer declaring that the companion proposed for High 
Priest in said petition is qualified to confer all the degrees of Royal Arch Masonry 
and deliver the lectures thereunto appertaining. The petition must also be accomp- 
anied by a recommendation from the chartered Chapter nearest the location of the 
proposed new one, certifying to the good standing of each of the petitioners, and 
that a suitable place of meeting ha9 been provided. Upon this showing a dispensa- 
tion is granted, which terminates upon the first day of the month in which the next 
succeeding Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter is holden, when the dispensa- 
tion, together with all the books and records of the new Chapter, must be returned 
to the Grand Secretary, and if the work passes the inspection of the Committee on 
Charters a warrant is issued. This course prevents all subsequent cavil regarding 
membership, prevents the organization of Chapters where there is no necessity for 
them except to hoist some ambitious companion into office, insures competency 
where it is most needed, in the presiding officer, and starts the new Chapter on a firm 
basis. 

Gold watches were presented to the Grand Treasurer and late Grand Secretary 
as testimonials of appreciation of their faithful services. 

The Grand High Priest introduced Comp. John Edwin Mason, late chairman of 
the Committee on Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia,, 
who, in brief but well chosen remarks, addressed the “ Mother Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masonry in America.” 

The second Quarterly Convocation was held in the city of Boston, on the thir- 
teenth day of June, 1871. 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand High Priest’s 
Address, at the last Quarterly Convocation, relative to dimits, reported the following, 
which was concurred in : — 

Before a charter for a new Chapter shall be issued by this Grand Body, the Grand 
High Priest shall be furnished with satisfactory assurances that the petitioners there- 
for intend to become members of the same, and they shall present dimits from the 
Chapters of their affiliations ; or, if they do not hold membership in any Chapter, 
they shall present satisfactory certificates of their standing as Royal Aren Masons ; 
ana before they shall be entitled to the privileges of membership in the new Chap- 
ter, they mu9t have signed the By-Laws thereof ; and any one neglecting this duty 
for the space of six months, shall be subject to ballot for membership in the 
manner as is usual with companions coming by dimit. This seems to your committee 
to cover the subject matter of the report and questions. One of the questions waa 
satisfactorily settled by the decision of the Grand High Priest, and, being an excep- 
tional case, does not seem to them to require special legislation. All of which is 
respectfully submitted. 


At the third Quarterly Convocation, held on the twelfth day of September, the 
only business of general Interest transacted, was the determination, by a “ decisive 
vote.” to continue the ancient and nourishing custom of providing a collation on the 
day of the Annual Convocation. 

The Annual Convocation was holden in the city of Boston on the 12tb day of De- 
cember, 1871,— the 2f.\ E.\ Hbnry Chickbrikg, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
B.\ E.\ Alfred F. Chapman being Grand Secretary. 

Forty-six subordinate Chapters were represented. The Address of the Grand 
High Priest is an able and interesting paper, filled with good, sound common sense 
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suggestions. He does not go ont of his way to discoss abstract propositions, but 
confines himself principally to matters of interest to his own jurisdiction. We fully 
concur in the following ideas and suggestions 

No doubt much good results from frequent official visits to the several Chapters. 
I think each Chapter should be visited by some one officially delegated, once a year. 
Though I have not been able to visit all of them as often as this, I have visited every 
Chapter in the State during my term of office, most of them twice, and several of 
them each year, in most cases taking quite a delegation with me. I believe that 
this has accomplished good, and that the Chapters are in much better condition for 
it. Some of the Chapters had never received an official visit before, and were much 
encouraged by it. The Chapters have now become so numerous, that the continu- 
ance of the visits as heretofore involves too much tax on the time of your officers, 
and is accompanied by too much expense. I would recommend, therefore, that 
hereafter each Chapter be annually assigned by the Grand High Priest to some mem- 
ber of the Grand Council, or other competent officer, whose duty it shall be to visit it 
during the /ear, examine its charter, records, by-laws, facilities for, and mode of 
work, security from observation, etc., and report to the Grand High Priest; or else 
that the State be districted and assigned to deputies, who shall perform the same 
duty. 

He speaks in glowing terms of the hospitality shown by the Fraternity at Balti- 
more upon the occasion of the last Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chap, 
ter. He says 

The arrangements of the Fraternity at Baltimore for their entertainment, comfort, 
and pleasure were on the most generous and magnificent scale. Public halls were 
fitted up in the most gorgeous style, trimmed with flags, portraits, ornaments, flow- 
ers. etc., etc., supplied with bands of music, and kept constantly open to the members 
of the Fraternity, who were entertained with an unsparing hand, and the most liberal 
hospitality. 

In connection with the foregoing, he advances the following sensible idea 

While we would not for a moment detract from the proud honor won by our 
companions by this more than liberal hospitality, it is a serious question whether 
this desire of the Fraternity in each place of meeting to excel in the hospitality that 
of the preceding place, and the time given to public parades, entertainments, ban- 

a uets, etc., is not becoming altogether too expensive, and interfering too much with 
le legitimate business of the Bodies. The feeling that this is bo, doubtless con- 
tributed to the final conclusion that it was better that the meetings of the General 
Grand Chapter should hereafter be held at a different time and place from those of 
the Grand Encampment, and it was decided to hold the next triennial of the former 
at Nashville, Tenn. 

He announces that, during the year, four dispensations had been granted to form 
new Chapters, and nine Chapters have been chartered and constituted. Peace* 
harmony, and almost uninterrupted prosperity, he says, have been theirs, for which 
blessing we join him in grateful thanksgiving to the Supreme Grand High Priest } 
“ without whose blessing all our efforts are vain.” 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. John W. Dad- 
mun, and is fully up to his usual standard of excellence. He reviews the transactions 
of thirty-four Grand Chapters, California for 1871 receiving due notice. We can as- 
sure Comp. Dadmun that there has been no more Sunday work since the instance al- 
luded to by him occurred. 

In his review of Connecticut he alludes to some strictures of Comp. Lockwood 
upon the practice of transacting the business of the Chapter in any degree in which 
they may chance to be open. We had occasion in our last report to say something 
upon this subject, and we are not sorry that so able a writer and Masonic jurist as 
Comp. Lockwood is of our way of thinking. We believe that all business of the 
Chapter should be transacted in the Royal Arch degree, for obvious reasons. It 
would be rather an awkward proceeding, if Comp. Dadmun’b idea were carried out, 
to call a Lodge of Mark Masters and then request a portion of them to retire and cool 
their heels in an ante-room while the remainder transacted business in which they 
were not allowed to participate. Comp. Dadmun speaks of the difference in the Ma- 
sonic clothing in the Royal Arch degree, and the time it would occupy to change to 
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a lower degree, but we can not see the necessity of patting on all yoar good clothes 
at a meeting open for business simply. Comp. Dadmun says 

The most we shall say on this subject at present is, that it has been the custom 
in this jurisdiction, as far back as the memory of any one living runneth, to do all 
business while open on, any degree of the Chapter. In the absence of any specific 
rule, custom becomes the law. Then, again, the Masonic clothing differs so materi- 
ally in the Royal Arch that it must require much more time to make the change neces- 
sary in passing to either of the other degrees, unless ' we open without form. The 
only objection to our practice is the rule applied to Blue Lodge Masonry. If it is said 
that none should be present during the balloting but Royal Arch Masons, it is a very 
easy matter to exclude all others until the business is done. If Massachusetts is rad- 
ically wrong in this matter she is willing to be set right. We wait for “ more light.” 

In the following remarks, alluding to the Address of the Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter of Georgia, we most heartily concur 

Some of his language more than intimates that he believes Freemasonry to be a 
divine institution. If this is his opinion we think he is greatly mistaken. ‘'Freema- 
sonry,” says a learned author, “ is a beautiful system of morality, veiled in allegory, 
and illustrated by symbols.” It is no more divine than a temperance society, or any 
other organization instituted for the purpose of promoting good morals. While we 
have just reason to be proud of the principles of the Order, let us be carefnl not to 
claim for it the “ resplendent light of divine inspiration.” Masonry was first opera- 
tive, then speculative. Speculative Masonry is of much more recent date than the 
Christian Church, and is a help to a religious life only so far as its sublime principles 
are exemplified in the lives of its members. 

We would gladly quote many more good things from this excellent report, but 
time and space are wanting. 

The M.\ E.\ Alfred F. Chapman was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Z. H. Thomas, Jr., was elected Grand Secretary. Address, Cambridgeport. 

MICHIGAN. 

The Grand Chapter of the State of Michigan held its twenty-third Annual Convo- 
cation in the city of Detroit, commencing on the third day of January, 1872, the 
M.\ E\ Hugh McCurdy, Grand High Priest presiding, the R.\ E.\ J. Eastman 
Johnson being Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a lengthy and interesting paper, occu- 
pying some nineteen pages of the printed proceedings. The record of his official 
acts form the bulk of this rather formidable document, and proves that he has been 
by no means idle. He reports the issue of six dispensations for the formation of new 
Chapters, and during the year nine Chapters had been constituted and their officers 
installed. He Bpeaks feelingly of the great losses sustained by the terrible fireB of 
1871, and of the promptitude by which the distress of the sufferers was relieved by 
those who were fortunate enough to escape the great calamity. 

He owns up to having granted a large number of special dispensations, but rather 
plumes himself upon the fact that he had refused to grant two, asking authority to 
confer the degrees upon brothers who were temporarily sojourning within that juris- 
diction, but were residents of other States. 

He bestows a well-merited compliment upon the Grand Secretary, every word of 
which we are ready to endorse. The pamphlet before us, containing the proceed- 
ings, is a model of neatness and typographical excellence, and shows evidence of a 
master workman’s hand. We note the following decisions 

L Question — A candidate is elected to take the Chapter degrees and is advanced 
to the honorary degree of a Mark Master, and is prepared to receive the next degree, 
when a companion objects to his farther advancement. What is to be done in such 
a case? 

Answer— By our Constitution, when a Chapter elects a brother to receive the de- 
grees, he is entitled to all the degrees without further ballot. An edict of this Grand 
Chapter provides " that when a candidate shall have been duly elected, but before 
he receives a degree, if objection shall be made to his advancement by a companion 
who was not present at the election, such objection shall operate as a rejection of the 
candidate, and his money shall be refunded.” 
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This edict treats the question how a candidate shall be disposed of after election, 
and before he has been made a brother. When he crosses the threshold, and receives 
one or more degrees, he has the right to sit in the Lodge in ' which he has received 
Masonic light, whatever that may be— he now stands as a brother— not as a candidate. 
If he applies for advancement and is refused, he has a Masonic right to know what is 
the cause of the confusion among the Craft, that he may have a chance to meet the 
accuser face to face— meet the accusation, and have the judgment of his peers. I 
must, therefore, decide that when a companion objects verbally to a brother receiv- 
ing the Past Master’s degree, being acknowledged a Most Excellent Master, or being 
exalted to the Holy Royal Arch, the High Priest shall request the objector to file 
charges and specifications against the brother ; and in case of his neglect or refusal 
so to do, the High Priest may proceed to confer the degrees. 

II. Question— Is it the duty of a Chapter to grant a dimit to a companion who 
does not state in his application for the dimit the reason whv he wishes a dimit? 

Answer— No. Based upon previous decisions, in which however I do not person- 
ally concur, a Chapter can not grant a dimit only on good cause shown. 

We hold that it is the right of any companion to withdraw from his Chapter as 
freely and voluntarily as he entered it. provided all his obligations have been dis- 
charged and no charges are pending against him, and Comp. McCurdy is evidently 
of our opinion, as in recommending amendments to the Constitution we find the fol- 
lowing 

I would also respectfully recommend that an edict be passed, or an amendment 
made to the Constitution, declaring that a companion has a right to withdraw from 
his Chapter, provided he is free from the books, and not under charges and specifica- 
tions. 

III. Question — A companion is suspended in his Blue Lodge ; how does this affect 
him in his Chapter, and wnat should be done ? 

Answer— It is a Masonic rule, of universal application, that when a companion is 
suspended in a Blue Lodge, it suspends him in his Chapter without trial ; and in such 
case it is the prerogative of a High Priest of his Chapter to procure and file in his 
Chapter a certificate from the Blue Lodge of such conviction and sentence, and order 
one entered in the records of his Chapter of like tenure and effect. 

IV. Qceslion— Can a Chapter receive the petition of a candidate who is an un- 
affiliated Mason? 

Answer— The Constitution of this Grand Body, section 2, article VI, provides that 
“ no petiion shall be received for conferring the Chapter degrees until the applicant 
has been a Master Mason three months, and made suitable proficiency.” In view of 
this provision, with the fact that suspension or expulsion from the Blue Lodge oper- 
ates as such in the Chapter. I am clearly of the opinion that a Chapter cannot 
receive the petition of a candidate who is not at the time of making it a member of 
a subordinate Lodge. 

V. Question— A Chapter reinstates a companion who has been suspended, which 
vote is taken by a show of hands, and results in restoration ; is such vote legal, not 
having been by ballot? 

Answer— The Chapter has the right to take the vote in its own prudent way, in 
such a manner as it may choose. It is the common custom in all our grand bodies 
in such cases to vote viva voce, or by show of hands, both in cases of expulsion and 
restoration. 

He gives an interesting history of Royal Arch Masonry in that jurisdiction, and 
closes with the following eloquent peroration 

Masonry had, not many years previous to these events, encountered enemies. 
Malignant spirit, unholv ambitiou, dogged pertinacity, political, social, and religious 
persecutions, and blind jealousy, in combined wrath, never more sharply assailed 
any human institution. For the time, Masonry recoiled before the blast. Her altars 
were shamefully abandoned, and her members were scattered. But there were 
found a choice few who never bowed the knee to Baal. The precious seed, incapable 
of annihilation, took deeper root in the inner shrine of the human heart, and Masonry 
emerged into new life. The fancies of the poets — the phoenix arising from itB 
ashes ; Venus springing into being from the foam of the sea in entrancing beauty ; 
Minerva, born fully developed from the brain of Jupiter ; these were no longer mere 
beautiful fancies. Masonry was the realization of them all. Is the lion courageous ? 
Is the ox strong ? Is man (emblematically) wise ? Does the eagle in his sublime 
flight gaze firmlv into the unclouded sun? Masonry combines courage, strength, 
and wisdom ; and ever in her progress looks serenely upward. Masonry has over 
500,000 members in the United States. Of these, one nundred thousand are of the 
Royal Craft, and over six thousand, represented by eighty-three Chapters, are of the 
jurisdiction of the Most Excellent the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 
State of Michigan. 
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Bat, let not these things make ns boastful. Let them rather render ns doubly 
mindful of onr duties, and doubly zealous to perform them. Act prndentlv in guard* 
ing the portals. Act humbly to be truly exalted. Act promptly in relieving the 
destitute. Act ever in reverence toward the Book of the Law, and faithfully in keep- 
ing its precepts. These things will make ns not unworthy successors of those ancient 
worthies who aided in rebuilding the destroyed Temple — nor unworthy to aid in 
transmitting their virtues to our posterity. 

The Report on Correspondence is again fk’om the ready pen of Comp. J. Eastman 
Johnson, and is an interesting and carefully prepared paper. In it are reviewed the 
transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, and also those of the General Grand Chap- 
ter at its last Triennial Convocation. In speaking of the General Grand Chapter he 
says 

And we here record our conviction that independent of its specific acts, the as- 
sembling, face to face, of the Grand Councils and other representatives of all the 
Grand Chapters of our States, has done much to dissipate suspicion, to create mutual 
confidence, to strengthen friendships, and to concentrate the energies of the trusted 
men of the Order, in advancing the common cause for the common good. In this 

J oint of view among many, we would perpetuate the General Grand Chapter. To 
isband its elements, as previously threatened, was not there even mentioned. Such 
an act would not knit ns into happy harmony of action any sooner than the dissolu- 
tion of the General Government would knit into happy harmony the States of this 
political Union. 

California receives from him a brief but courteous and fraternal notice, and the 
report of onr predecessor is spoken of in terms of praise. 

Comp. Johnson is opposed to the representative system and to the use of substi- 
tutes, and loses no opportunity to pitch a hot Bhot into both. While we can not fully 
concur with him in his views upon these matters, we confess that he presents toler- 
ably Btrong arguments in support of his position ; but, as the representative system 
appears to meet with general favor, and the question of using substitutes, after full 
and thorough discussion, is left entirely to the discretion of the several Grand Chap- 
ters, we prefer to leave both these vexed questions without further comment. 

The Ms. E.\ Leonard H. Randall was elected Grand High Priest, and the JL\ E.\ 
J. Eastman Johnson was reflected Grand Secretary. 

Since writing the foregoing, the proceedings of the twenty-fourth Annual Convo- 
cation have also come to hand. It was held in the city of Detroit, commencing on 
the first day of January, 1873,— the Ms. E,\ Leonard H. Randall, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the J?.\ Es. J. Eastman Johnson being Grand Secretary. All the 
Grand* Officers were present, and seventy-nine subordinate Chapters were repre- 
sented at the opening. Ten Past Grand High Priests also answered to the roll call. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an excellent address, in which occurs the fol- 
lowing cheering announcement 

The year, now closed, has been a signal one in the history of Royal Arch Masonry 
in Michigan. The Craft has been prosperous beyond precedent ; the utmost har- 
mony has prevailed within the limits of our jurisdiction, and the material selected 
for onr Mystic Temple has been such that it has not only passed the “ overseer’s 
square,” but is fit and worthy to become “ the headstone of the corner.” 

A year ago we were saddened by the tidings of disaster and desolation wrought 
by the terrible fires of October, 1871, by which our companions of Michigan sufTered 
most severely ; but we are rejoiced to learn that, by energy and perseverance, 
aided by the fraternal offerings of warm-hearted, generous, and sympathizing friends, 
they have again erected their desolated altars, and once more a season of prosperity 
has dawned upon them— long may it continue. 

Two dispensations to form new Chapters were issued, and sundry petitions for 
special dispensations were refused. The following reason given by the Grand High 
Priest for refusing such petitions accords exactly with our ideas, and we are 
delighted to find one such officer who has the courage to place his foot npon the 
practice and boldly state his reasons for so doing. He says 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



im] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


215 


I have also received quite a number of petitions for special dispensations to re- 
ceive petitions and confer degrees oat of the usual course, which, upon a careful ex- 
amination and consideration, I have in each instance refosed to grant, believing as I 
do that the frequent granting of such applications is not calculated to promote the 
good of the Craft, and ought to be done only in extreme cases. When a Mason has 
resided within the jurisdiction of a Chapter a number of years, and has had occasion 
to observe the workings of our institution, and has had no desire to become a mem- 
ber thereof until a time when he determines to change his residence or go abroad, 
and then makes his application, it carries with it a strong presumption that he is in- 
fluenced by selfish ana mercenary motives, instead of a desire to be serviceable to 
his fellow creatures, and of uniting in the grand design of being happy himself and 
communicating happiness to others. The Temple at Jerusalem was seven years in 
building, which ought to teach ns this lesson : That we should not be hasty in the se- 
lection and preparation of material for our moral and Masonic edifice, remembering 
always that onr strength doeB not consist in the number of Royal Arch Masons, or the 
rapidity with which we make them, so much as in the material we use. 

Sound common sense, expressed in good Anglo Saxon. He giveB the following 
decision, in which we concur 

Question.— h companion is suspended by his Lodge from all the rights and ben- 
efits of Masonry. His Chapter is notified thereof, but takes no action, further than 
entering the fact of such expulsion or suspension in its minutes. He is subsequently 
restored by his Lodge to all the rights and benefits of Masonry. Is any action re- 
quired by the Chapter to restore him to membership and the rights and benefits of 
Royal Arch Masonry? 

Answer — No action by the Chapter is necessary, further than to enter the fact of 
snch restoration by his Lodge on the record. When a member of a Chapter is ex- 

{ >elled or suspended by his Lodge his connection is severed with the whole Masonic 
amily, because Capitular Masonry recognizes Symbolic Masonry as the ground work 
and foundation of our Masonic institution. Hence, while under a sentence of expul- 
sion or suspension from his Lodge, the Chapter enforces such penalty by refusing 
Masonic recognition, and when he is restored by his Lodge he is restored to all his 
Masonic relations, not because the restoration by the Lodge is binding on the Chap- 
ter as a law, but because the sentence pronounced by the Lodge affected his Masonic 
standing in the Chapter, and when the sentence was abrogated his Masonic standing 
in the Chapter was no longer affected by it. 

The Grand Secretary again presented an excellent Report on Correspondence, 
reviewing ably and courteously the proceedings of twenty-six Grand Chapters, Cal- 
ifornia for 1872 included. 

He quotes the language of Past Grand High Priest English in reference to the 
use of substitutes, and the action of our Grand Chapter upon the question, but still 
thinks that *• the true resolve should be, change the ritual or change the practice .” 

He mildly rebukes us for a seeming, though entirely unintentional neglect on our 
part, and we fell into a state of unmitigated regret when we read the following, from 
which we have not yet recovered 

We regret to note that the name of *' Michigan ” is absent from the Grand Secre- 
tary’s list of Grand Chapters in communication with the Grand Chapter of California. 
If Comp. Wiggin, fresh in his seat, will examine carefully the records of his Grand 
Chapter, he will find that our “ flag is still there.” Besides, we have in our hand at 
this present writing, Comp. Wiggin’s esteemed favor of 2d April, 1872, acknowl- 
edging our letter to him of 23d March, with advance copy of our proceedings for 
1872. This was followed by two more copies sent him on the 26th of March. 

We supposed, by sending you, Comp. Wiggin, our advance copy, that we should 
find recognition, at least, by you as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Corres- 
pondence, which we do not discover. We look for “ the amende honorable.” 

- Certainly, Comp. Johnson, you are entitled to it, and you shall have it. We 
acknowledge the receipt of the advance copy of the proceedings for 1872, but the 
trouble was, it was not far enough in advance. When it came to hand, onr report 
was in press ; we did intend, however, to review it in time for publication with the 
proceedings ; but alas ! for good intention*,; they may make an excellent pavement 
for certain localities, but they are not always reliable in the production of definite 
results. The fact is our proceedings for 1872 were brought forth in trouble and pain. 
Bhorly after the close of the Annual Convocation of our Grand Chapter, we were 
attacked by a disease— composed of a due admixture of goat, rheamatism, and 
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epizootic— and, with a big ache at both extremities, we resolutely worked on until 
the task was completed. But we did no more than we were absolutely obliged to ; 
and we may as well acknowledge the truth, we positively forgot all about Michigan 
until it was too late. So much for our failure to review the proceedings. The morti- 
fying fact that Michigan is stricken from the roll of our correspondents is simply 
attributable to one of those blunders of the printer which so frequently occur. We 
sent the printed list of last year as copy, and we’ll take our davy that Michigan was 
in that. We are very sorry, Comp. Johnson, and promise not to do so any more. 

The statistical table gives eighty-two chartered Chapters and three under dispen- 
sation, with an aggregate membership of six thousand two hundred and eighty. Six 
hundred and forty -two were exalted during the year. 

The if.*. E.\ John W. Finch was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ J. 
Eastman Johnson was reflected Grand Secretary. Address r Centreville. 

MINNESOTA. 

The Grand Chapter of Minnesota held its eleventh Annual Convocation in the city 
of St Paul, on the ninth day of January, 1872, the M.\ E.\ G. W. Merrill, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the J?.*. E. m . W. 8. Combs being Grand Secretary. 

Sixteen Chapters were represented at the opening, and six Past Grand High 
Priests and a Past Grand King graced the Convocation with their presence. 

At the last Annual Convocation, a committee was appointed, consisting of the 
Grand High Priest, the Deputy Grand High Priest, and the Grand Secretary, to pro- 
cure a reprint of the proceedings, all the printed copies previous to 1868 having been 
destroyed by lire. The committee, it appears, performed the duty imposed upon 
them, and, as the Grand High Priest informs us in his Address, the Grand Secretary 
devoted much time and painstaking to compile a work that would be a credit to the 
Grand Chapter. To pay for this work, the Grand High Priest was authorized to levy 
an assessment upon the subordinate Chapters in proportion to their membership, 
not to exceed one dollar for each member And now ensues an action that excites 
our “special wonder.” A subordinate Chapter, wise in its own conceit, declares 
the action of the Grand Chapter unconstitutional, and flatly refuses to pay its assess- 
ment. The following manifesto from said subordinate we print as a curiosity : — 

Office of the Secretary of Winona R A. Chapter. No. 5, 
Winona, December 26, 1871. 

It is hereby certified, that at a stated Convocation of this Chapter, held this day, 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted 

“ This Chapter declines to pay the assessment made by the Grand Chapter, from 
a conviction that it is unconstitutional, and subversive _of the principles of the 
Order.” 

Witness my hand and the seal of the Chapter. 

[SEAL.] John Keyes, Secretary. 

Rochester, Minn., December 6, 1871. 

2b Wm. 8. Coombs , Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Minn. 

Companion : — In the matter of the assessment of the Grand Chapter on Halcyon 
Chapter, No. 8, of $106, 1 beg leave to make the following statement. 

Your letter to our then Secretary, Comp. W. C. Butler, notifying us of the assess- 
ment, and for what purpose it was made, was referred to a committee in June, I 
think, which committee had no opportunity to make report, until our stated meeting 
of Saturday 2d inst. The report of the committee was substantially that the Grand 
Chapter had the right to make such an assessment, and that our Chapter could not 
do otherwise than pay it An opposite opinion, however, prevailed. 

The subject matter was very generally and candidly discussed by the companions 
present, the discussion culminating in the adoption of a resolution, a nearly unani- 
mous vote, respectfully declining to acknowledge the obligation. The resolution 
recites that the action of the Grand Chapter, in making such an assessment, was un- 
constitutional. At the same time, it declares the utmost loyaltyof Halcyon Chapter, 
No. 8, to the Grand Chapter, and to the principles of the Order. 

This resolution undoubtedly reflects the sentiments of a very large majority of 
Royal Arch Masons in this local Jurisdiction. Such was my own opinion at the be- 
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ginning, but in order not to appear precipitate in the matter, I advised its reference 
to a committee, with instructions to investigate and report, with what result is 
already stated. 

The opinion of the committee was based, I believe, chiefly on the doctrine of un- 
questioned and unquestionable subordination of the inferior to the superior body. 
Ther opinion which prevailed, however, was based upon a strict rendering of the 
Constitution of the Grand Chapter, which recognizes no way of raising money from 
subordinate Chapters except by “ dues and fees.” To class this assessment with 
either “ dues ” or “ fees,” seemed to the companions impossible. 

The enterprise to which this levy was to have been appropriated may have been 
a worthy one, and several members of our Chapter express themselves willing to con- 
tribute toward its consummation. But the mode proposed for raising the wherewith 
being at best extra-constitutional , the Chapter decides, as a party in interest, it may 
or may not consent to it, as a majority of its members deem just. 

I have the honor to subscribe myself, with much respect, 

Fraternally yours, H. Galloway, 

H. P. of Halcyon Chapter, No. 8. 

Resolved , That this Chapter is of the opinion that the action of the Grand Chap- 
ter, in levying a tax on the subordinate Chapters for the publication of proceedings, 
is unconstitutional. 

And therefore , we respectfully decline to pay the same — professing at the same 
time, an earnest intention to comply with all legal requirements that may be made 
upon us, and oor devotion to the principles of the Order. 

Rochester, December 31, 1871. 

Chas. Rust, 

[No seal.] Bec’y Halcyon Chapter, No. 8. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address, in alluding to this matter, takes the follow- 
ing common-sense view of the situation. He says : — 

Of the right of a Grand Chapter— its membership constituted almost wholly or in 
large proportion by the representatives of the subordinate Chapters, and whose 
authority over said Chapters is supreme, within constitutional limits, to impose a 
simple tax, for a necessary purpose, there can be, I think, no reasonable doubt. 
Nor can there be any question as to the necessity of the work that was ordered to be 
done. By the burning of the Lodge room in this city, in 18G8, all the copies of printed 
proceedings of this Grand Chapter, previous to that date, were destroyed, excepting 
a few copies in the hands of companions ; and there was no work that seemed so 
important for the Grand Chapter to perform, at its last session, as that of ordering a 
reprint of its proceedings, for the use and information of the companions of this 
Grand jurisdiction. Section 1, of Article 3, (last clause) of the Grand Constitution, 
provides that, •* It may require from the subordinate Chapters such dues and fees as 
will, at all times, discharge the engagements of the Grand Chapter.” How language 
so plain and unequivocal as this, can be twisted into a meaning the contrary of what 
is expressed, is more than I can comprehend. Yet Halcyon Chapter, No. 8, denies 
the legality of the assessment, and declines by resolution to comply with the order 
of the Grand Chapter. 

On what particular grounds it is claimed that this tax is unconstitutional, I am not 
informed, or how companions of so much intelligence, and who profess so much 
loyalty to this Grand Body, can defend action that is so nearly contumacious, does 
not appear. This matter coming up so near the time of the Annual Convocation, I 
thought it advisable to take no further action, but refer the whole subject to this 
Grand Body. 

The matter was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, and a majority and 
minority report was submitted. 

Jo the Mr. G. H. P. and Companions of the Grand Chapter of R. A . M. of the 

State of Minnesota 

Companions : The undersigned members of the Committee on Masonic Jurispru- 
dence, to whom was referred the matter of the constitutionality of the assessment 
made by this Grand Chapter at its last Grand Convocation, for the purpose of paying 
for a reprint of Grand Chapter proceedings, beg leave to report, that in our opinion 
said assessment was just and equitable, and strictly within the powers vested m this 
Grand Body by Section 1, of Article 3, of our Grand Chapter Constitution. And we 
therefore fecommend that said assessment be declared constitutional, and binding 
on the subordinate Chapters. 

M. W. G etc hell, ) Members of 
E. D. B. Pobteb, f Committee. 

The majority of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submitted the following 
report 
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To the M.\ W.\ the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons : — 

The undersigned, a majority of your Committee on Jurisprudence, beg leave to 
report, that they have had under consideration the resolution of this Grand Chapter, 
adopted at its last session, authorizing and requiring a special assessment upon sub* 
ordinate Chapters, not exceeding one dollar per capita upon the members thereof, 
for the purpose of defraying the expense of republishing the proceedings of this 
Grand Chapter, and the action of Winona Chapter, No. 5, and Halcyon Chapter, No. 
8, in refusing to pay said assessment, upon the ground that the Graud Chapter 
exceeded its authority in authorizing such assessment 

We deem it undeniably true, that the Grand Chapter have only such authority as 
is given by the Constitution under which it is organized, and cannot act in contraven- 
tion of that instrument, and by such action bind subordinate Chapters in this Juris- 
diction. 

The Constitution gives to this Grand Chapter power to require of subordinate 
Chapters the payment of such fees and dues as will at all times discharge the obliga- 
tions of the Grand Chapter. 

The same Constitution declares that each Chapter shall pay a fee of one hundred 
dollars for a charter, and the By-Laws provide that each Chapter Bhall pay three dol- 
lars as dues for each exaltation. 

This/ee cannot be increased or diminished except by an alteration of the Consti- 
tution, in the mode therein prescribed ; and the dues fixed by the By-Laws can only 
be varied by a change in those By-Laws, made in the manner pointed out by the By- 
Laws themselves. 

' By the resolution of the Grand Chapter levying this tax, it was not attempted to 
amend or change the Constitution or By-Laws in any particular, and unless some au- 
thority in the Constitution, which has been overlooked by us, can be pointed to 
authorizing this special assessment, it would follow that the action of the Grand 
Chapter was without binding force. 

We have been unable to find any snch authority, and therefore report the follow- 
ing resolution 

Resolved, That the action of this Grand Chapter, at its last session, levying a tax 
upon subordinate Chapters, not exceeding one dollar per capita upon the members 
thereof, to provide funds for the re-publication of the Grand Chapter proceedings, 
was unauthorized by the Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand Cnapter. 

January 9, 1872. 

Chas. Griswold, ) Members of Com- 
R. A. Jones, > mittee on Juris* 
A. J. Edgbrton, ) prudence. 

The vote being taken upon the adoption of the minority report, it was lost, and 
the majority report was adopted. 

The Grand Chapter, not having snfflciently stultified itself by this action, adopted 
the following resolution 

Resolved , That all Chapters that have advanced moneys to this Grand Chapter for 
the purpose of assisting in paying for the reprint of Grand Chapter proceedings, 
shall be allowed interest on the Bame at the rate of twelve per cent, per annum, 
from the time said sums were paid, nntil such sums are returned. 

We agree with the Grand High Priest, that the Grand Chapter had a perfect right 
under the Constitution to levy such an assessment Section 1, of Article III, provides 
that, “ it may require from the subordinate Chapters such dues and fees as will, at 
all times, discharge the engagements of the Grand Chapter/’ 

The Grand Chapter, having by its action in ordering the reprint incurred an en- 
gagement , it was in duty bound to provide the necessary funds to discharge that 
engagement. Had we been Grand High Priest, we should have considered the action 
of that subordinate not only as contumacious, but as having beeu conceived in “ pure 
cussedness,” and we wonld not have slept until we had its charter in our coat pocket. 

We miss the Report on Correspondence which should have come from the able 
pen of Comp. A. T. C. Pierson, but didn’t. 

The Grand Secretary says: “ The proceedings have been delayed waiting for the 
Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, to make his report, which he has 
neglected to do.” 

We presume Comp. Pierson must have some good reason for disappointing those 
who usually enjoy the pleasure of reading his reports, and therefore we will not 
scold him until we know the reasons why. 
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The Grand Secretary writes, under the head of " Foreign Correspondence/’ a 
review of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, the 
existence of which, he says, has been practically ignored by the Grand Chapter of 
Minnesota, owing to an “ unpleasantness ” which has existed between the Chairman 
of the Committee on Correspondence (Comp. Pierson) and that Grand Body. 

We venture to predict that there will be less of “ unpleasantness ” hereafter man- 
ifested toward that Grand Chapter from several quarters. 

There are twenty subordinates under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Min- 
nesota, with an aggregate membership of— several, if not more— which is as near aB 
can arrive at it from the printed reports. 

The Mr. Er. J. H. McKknnky was elected Grand High Priest, and the Rr. Er. 
Willam S. Combs was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : St. Paul. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The twenty-fourth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi was 
held in the city of Holly Springs, commencing on the 18th day of January, 1872,— the 
Mr. E m . Charles T. Bond, Grand Higli Priest, presiding, the R.\ Er. J. L. Powbr 
being Grand Secretary. Fifty-six Chapters were represented— one hundred and one 
being borne upon the Registry. From the Address of the Grand High Priest we 
learn that good order and harmony prevail throughout the jurisdiction. 

He thus feelingly alludes to the affliction which befell our brethren of Chicago and 
elsewhere in 1871 

While rejoicing in our own prosperity and thanltfhl for the blessings bestowed 
upon us and comforts surrounding us, we should not — we must not— forget the terri- 
ble calamities which have fallen upon our companions in other Grand jurisdictions. 
But a few days since, where stood stately buildings and proud Masonic temples, and 
prosperity was enjoyed, now desolation marks many of those places, and the busy 
marts of trade and commerce are Hwept away, and blackened mins remain only to 
show the uncertainty of wealth. We must not forget the duty of the hour : the home- 
less must be sheltered ; the hungry fed ; the naked clothed ; the widow and the 
orphan must be provided for. If anything can be devised for their relief it Bhould be 
done ; the subject should be carefully considered, and the result which may be 
arrived at show that we have done all we can in uniting the noble and grand design. 

Nothing gives us more pleasure than to read of an improvement in the morals of 
our companions of sister jurisdictions, and when we perused the following we felt that 
there is yet a “ balm in Gilead ” and a “ physician there.” 

I cannot allow the occasion to pass without announcing the gratifying fact of 
marked improvement in one of the cardinal virtues of our Order— temperance. The 
united efforts of good and true companions can and will do much to effect reform in 
all grades of society, and I sincerely hope that it may ere long be truthfully said 
that no man who has bowed at the altar of Freemasonry, worships at the shrine of 
Bacchus. 

He announces in fitting terms the death of Past Grand Master and Past Grand 
High Priest, G. M. Hillybr, who died in Vicksburg on the twenty-third of day April, 
1871. . 

We learn from the report of the Grand Secretary that the financial condition of 
the Grand Chapter has not improved 9ince last year, the total debt being $4977 41— 
$2095 of which was incurred by reprinting the proceedings. 

The Grand Secretary recommends sundry measures to refill their depleted coffers, 
one of which is that the Reports on Correspondence be not published with the pro- 
ceedings until otherwise ordered. 

While we sincerely regret the loss of Comp. Patton's interesting and valuable 
reports, we must acknowledge the propriety, nnder such circumstances, of adopting 
every possible measure of economy. 

The Mr. Er. H. C. Robinson was elected Grand High Priest, and the Rr. Er . J. 
L. Power was reflected Grand Secretary. Address — Jackson. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



220 


Proceedings of the 


[April 8, 


MISSOURI. 

The Grand Chapter of Missouri held its twenty-sixth Annual Convocation in the 
city of St Louis, commencing on the tenth day of October, 1872, the Jf.\ E.\ Joseph 
M. Fox, Grand High Priest, presiding, and the R.\ E\ George Frank Goulet 
being Grand Secretary. 

Fifty-one Chapters were represented at the opening. The Grand High Priest 
reports the issue of three dispensations to form new Chapters, and recommends that 
charters be granted to them. 

To those who are constantly applying for constructions of the law, we commend 
the following 

During the past two years, my companions, no question has been submitted for 
my action, the proper solution of which could not be found in the plain written law. 
And you will notice that, in this, as well as in the first report I had the honor to 
make to this Grand Body, there is no special mention of any decisions. This is, in 
my opinion, a most gratifying, and I may say, so far as the Chapters are interested, 
a most complimentary showing. For, as in the case of nations, whose prosperity is 
best attested by the absence, rather than the presence, of great statutory bulk, so in 
this instance it is with ourselves. » 

This argues a commendable degree of Masonic knowledge on the part of our 
Missouri brethren, and Bhows conclusively that they have taken some pains to inform 
themselves, and having read the law, do not vex the soul of the Grand High Priest 
with judicial conundrums, the solution of which, in nine cases out of ten, would be 
simply a repetition of lex scripta. 

From the Address of the Grand High Priest, we are led to expect a report from 
the Deputy, but it does not appear. The committee to whom the address was 
referred, however, in their report, haul the Deputy Grand High Priest over the coals 
for letting a wolf into the fold in too much of a hurry ; or in other words, for grant- 
ing a dispensation to a subordinate Chapter to confer the degrees upon one Wolf in 
less than the prescribed time. A substitute for the report of the committee was 
presented and adopted, which, in effect, sanctioned the action of the Deputy, for 
this once only, and he was told to go and sin no more, and for fear he might do so, 
the Standing Regulation upon which his action was based was repealed. 

It appears also that the Deputy Grand High Priest, while acting as Grand High 
Priest, rendered a decision to the effect that charges, once preferred before a Chap- 
ter, could not be withdrawn without going through a formal trial. 

From this decision the committee dissent, and report that, in their opinion, 
“ charges may be withdrawn with the consent of the Chapter.” 

In this we conour ; but the use of substitutes appears to be sanctioned by the 
Grand Chapter of Missouri, for here another was thrown in, which sustained the de- 
cision of the Deputy Grand High Priest. 

One Chapter had surrendered its oharter during the year ; but, generally, the 
Royal Craft in Missonri appears to be in a healthy and flourishing condition. The 
Grand Treasurer reports a balance on hand of $4457 18. 

The Committee on Grievances and the Committee on Unfinished Business both 
report “ nothing to do.” Comp. George Frank Gouley again affords us a rich treat 
in his Report on Correspondence. He reviews the transactions of thirty-two Grand 
Chapters, California for 1872 receiving a courteous and fraternal notice. He is 
pleased to speak of the writer in terms of praise, for which we return him our 
thanks. He quotes that portion of our last year’s report in relation to Chapters 
under dispensation, in all of which he concurs. He says : — 

II We are glad to know that the vague theory of “ inchoate” bodies is being rapidly 
exploded among intelligent and thinking Masons. It has not got the first element of 
law or common sense in it, to keep it alive. 

He quotes the following from the Address of the Grand High Priest of the District 
of Columbia 
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I know of but two ways of acquiring full membership in a Masonic body, viz.: 
the first, by petition, ballot, and initiation; the second, hy petition and affiliation. 
If any other mode of acquiring fall membership in a Masonic body (according to the 
usages of Masonry) is known, I confess my ignorance of its existence, and would 
gladly be enlightened upon that point. 

Upon which he comments as follows 

This is opposed to the 44 sight” business. We are in search of the same informa- 
tion. We often hear Grand High Priests and Grand Masters talking flippantly about 
44 ancient prerogatives,” 44 time immemorial” and all that sort of thing, but we want 
to see the “ papers” for it. We have heard a good deal of such clap-trap and have 
abont got tired of it, and now we want solid facts. Our brethren continually call on 
us for the records or law endorsing the high cockalorum prerogative of making Ma- 
sons at sight, and as we can find nothing of it, we want the advocates of that theory 
to find it for us. 

We are also a seeker after knowledge in that direction ; we have been young and 
now we are old, and we have sought diligently these many years for the authority 
upon which such an absurdity is based, but we have been unable to discover the 
faintest trace of it, even with the aid of a powerful Corson-ical microscope. 

There has never been but one instance in Califoruia of a Grand Master making 
Masons at sight, and the Grand Lodge made it so very warm for him, that neither he 
nor any of his successors have ever attempted to repeat the joke. 

We believe the practice was in vogue in England in the dark ages, or thereabout; 
but there was then no written law, and since the day of Constitutions we have not 
seen one that placed such power in the hands of the Grand Master. 

In concluding his review of California, Comp. Gouley says : 44 We extend (as a 
member of the ‘ Mutuals’) our right baud to the new member from California.” 

We accept with pleasure the proffered hand, Comp. Gouley, and metaphorically 
grasp it with a fraternal grip. We hope you will onV day make a pilgrimage to this 
terra de Los Angeles,” when we shall take pleasure in making it warm for you. 

The M.\ E.\ James E. Carter was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Geo. Frank Gouley was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : St. Louis. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The Grand Chapter of New Hampsliire held its Annual Convocation in the city of 
Concord, on the fourteenth day of May, 1872,— the M .\ E.\ John A. Harris, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the It.-. E.\ Abel Hutchins being Grand Secretary. 

Seventeen subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. The Grand 
High Priest, in his Address, congratulates the companions upon the good attendance 
of “ aged men. Masons of long standing.” who, through storm and sunshine, had 
been instrumental in sustaining the Grand Chapter and placing it upon a firm and 
lasting foundation. He reports that during the year prosperity had attended the 
Royal Craft in that jurisdiction. The only official act reported by him is his attend- 
ance upon the G -noral Grand Chapter at its last Triennial Convocation. 

The duties of the Deputy Grand High Priest appear to have been of a more 
arduous nature, as he reports an official visit to two of the subordinate Chapters, and 
an intention to visit another ; press of business, however, prevented him from in- 
dulging to an undue extent his predilections as a visitor. 

The Grand Treasurer reports a balance in his hands of $656 15. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. John J. Bell, and is an 
ably written paper. He reviews, in an interesting manner, the transactions of thirty- 
nine Grand Chapters, California, for 1871, included. He notices the little unpleas- 
antness which resulted in the withdrawal of the dispensation granted to Donner 
Chapter, and the suspension of the Grand Lecturer. He says : — 

The Committee on Jurisprudence thus state the irregularities to which the G. H. 
P. alluded. The Constitution of the Grand Chapter provided that all by-laws must 
be submitted to the Grand Chapter, until which they should not be valid until 
approved ; provided, they might be acted under until the next Annual Convocation, 
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if approved by the G. H. P. Donner Chapter, at its first meeting, voted that until 
the Committee on By-Laws should report, the stated meetings should be held at cer- 
tain times. This the G. H. P. and the committee held to be a by-law, and the action 
under it irregular. This seems to us strait iudgment. Doubtless any attempt to 
evade the Constitution by calling permanent standing regulations bv any other name 
than by-laws, would be too slimsy an evasion to be permitted ; but this vote was in 
its very nature temporary, and not at all in the nature of by-laws. Indeed, the Com- 
mitee on Bv-Laws seem to have seen the impossibility of getting a Chapter started at 
all under this absurd decision, for they recommend, what appears to us hardly less 
absurd, that the by-laws (by whom adopted?) shall accompany the petition for the 
dispensation. Is there not, however, at the bottom of all this, something of more 
importance — an overthrow of the ancient framework of the Craft? The Grand 
Chapter, like the Grand Lodge, may make such wholesome laws as it may deem nec- 
essary. The subordinate may make such additional regulations for its own govern- 
ment of its private affairs as are not inconsistent: why should the Grand Chapter 
meddle further than to Bee that the by-laws contain nothing contrary to the land- 
marks and the Grand Constitution and laws ? This idea of tutelage by the Grand 
Body is an overthrow of that freedom of action which is fundamental in Masonry. 
Are we not altogether too much governed ? 

We would inform Comp. Bell that the Grand Chapter of California has a uni- 
form code of By-Laws for the government of its subordinates, all the latitude allowed 
them being the amount charged for fees and dues and the selection of their night 
of meeting ; these forms are sent to those who desire to petition for a dispensation to 
open a new Chapter, and the blanks (amount of fees and dues, night of meeting, Ac.) 
must be filled in and the form forwarded with the petition. 

We can see no absurdity in that, no attempt to “ overthrow the ancient framework 
of the Craft,” but we are inclined to agree with Comp. Bell in this, that in these 
modem days we are “ altogether too much governed .” 

The M.\ E.\ Edward Gustine was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ JS.\ 
Abel Hutchins was reelected Grand Secretary. Address— Concord. 

NEW JEB8EY. 

The Grand Chapter of New Jersey hold its sixteenth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Trenton, commencing on the eleventh day of September, 1872, the M.\ E. m . 
and Reverend William H. Jeffreys, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R,\ E.\ 
John Wolvebton being Grand Secretary. Twenty-one Chapters were represented 
at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an excellent Address, in which he gives some 
good and wholesome counsel to the Craft. He mentions the fact that the State had 
been visited by a fearful pestilence, carrying “hundreds and even thousands to un- 
timely graves.” Yet he says no member of the Grand Chapter has been stricken down, 
and no black-bordered memorial page will appear in the proceedings of this year. 

He does not believe there is anything connected with Royal Arch Masonry which 
will secure a man immunity from the small pox, but he evidently believes that the 
former is a good thing to have when the latter is around. He refers to his attendance 
upon the General Grand Chapter at Baltimore, and says his delegation looked so 
green that they were designated as the “agricultural delegation.” Yet, he remarks, 
“ we received our full share of respect, which, as delegates from the Grand Chapter 
of New Jersey, we certainly would have demanded had it not been cheerfully ac- 
corded.” We don’t doubt it in the least. New Jersey would never let her light 
shine under a bushel, or fail to demand all that was due to her. He refers to some 
funny incidents connected with his Baltimore experience, such as being the officiat- 
ing clergyman at the marriage of New Jersey with Maryland, and he says on another 
occasion he was mistaken for a Prelate of the “ Roman Catholic Church, and was 
actually besieged at ‘ low twelve ’ by an army of female converts to the doctrine of 
immaculate conception.” 

He seems to regard it as a particularly good joke that any female convert to that 
doctrine, should go prowling about at Jow twelve looking for him. We concur. 

Three dispensations to form new Chapters had been granted during the year, and 
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only one special dispensation to confer the degrees in a shorter time than that pre- 
scribed by the Constitution. No decisions are reported, which we regard as a sign 
that our New Jersey companions read the law, and are able to construe it for them- 
selves. We judge, from the tenor of the Grand High Priest's Address, that Koyal 
Arch Masonry in New Jersey is in a most healthy and flourishing condition, and we 
shall not be surprised, should another epidemic prevail, to see the people resort to it 
as a substitute for vaccination. 

The reports of the several Grand Officers who in this jurisdiction are charged 
with the superintendence of the Craft, show the benefits arising from such a system* 
and we hope it will be ere long adopted in California. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a healthy state of the finances, a bal- 
* ance of $1,355 18 remaining in the Treasury. 

The “ Committee on History" reported progress and were continued. 

Comp. Thomas J. Corson again presents the Report on Correspondence, written 
in his usual inimitable style. He reviews the transactions of thirty-two Grand Chap- 
ters, and of the General Grand Chapter. California for 1872 comes in for an extended 
notice. He quotes the remarks of Past Grand High Priest English on the use' of 
substitutes, and the resolutions adopted by the Grand Chapter ih relation to that 
subject, and as he does not dissent, we infer that they meet his approval. 

He speaks in such complimentary terms of our ihitial effort as a reporter, that we 
feel greatly encouraged to persevere ; commendation from such a source we appre- 
ciate most fully, and the knowledge that our efforts are appreciated by those whose 
good opinion we most covet, serves to lighten many a weary hour of toil. 

He introduces us in the following comical manner : 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin presented the Report on Correspondence, in 
which thirty-two Grand Chapters pass under notice. Comp. Wiggin is a new comer 
in this field' of labor, but he leaps into the arena with such a saltatory bound, and he 
shows himself so thoroughly capable of defending himself, and is so skillful in de- 
tecting the weak points in his adversary, that we are sorry for the unfortunate wight 
who exposes himself to his attacks. We recognize in him a born member of the 
Mutual Admiration Society, and cheerfully accord him his rank way up in the list of 
dignitaries. We received these proceedings in the evening, and sat down to read 
them somewhat late. Directly, the good wife, in terms quite as forcible as polite, 
informed us that it was time to go to bed -but wo didn’t go. We were then com- 
pelled to go out, to see a patient who had discovered from personal experience the 
truth of the assertion that 

“ From melons incautiously eat 
Melan-cAoJtc effects may ensue.** 

But on our return we attacked the report and finished it. We got through about 

well, the chickens were just consulting as to whether it was time to call from 

refreshment to labor. In all truthfulness, it is one of the best reports that wc have 
p read. His vivacity is so sprightly, his good humor so contagious, his puns so pun- 

gent, and his criticism so just and impartial, that the document is a most valuable 
acquisition to the current literature of Freemasonry. Sit right down, Companion 
Wiggin, and make yoursulf at home— Companion Taylor, take his hat — Companion 
Goulet, give him a little of “ the same you always take,” and tell Companion Pat- 
ton to hand him his “ microscope ” to’test its purity, Companion Drummond will 
spread the “ table ” for him, while Companion Dadmun says a very short grace. No, 
no, Companion Hornor, you needn't deliver that “ little speecn of welcome ” just 
now, for the long journey has wearied Companion Wiggin, and you know a man 
“ can't stand every thing.'’ 

He gets a fair hit on us in reference to what we intended as a scriptural quotation, 
and we quote no more without examining the text. We think, however, that Comp. 
Eliphaz wouldn’t have been far wrong if he had used the sentence as we quoted it. 
That man is prone to evil as the sparks are to fiy upward, is a fact that is tolerably 
well established. We are sure Comp. Job would have endorsed the proposition, and 
as for Bildad, he being the shortest man spoken of in the Holy Writings, we have 
very little respect for his opinion any way ; he was only a Shuhite. 

Comp. Corson says if we will examine the fifth verse of the twenty-sixth chapter 
of Proverbs, we will find a full justification of his course towards Oomp. Mason. We 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



224 


Proceedings of the 


[April 8, 


have searched the Scriptures to that extent, and we would strongly recommend to 
Comp. Corson to be guided hereafter by the fonrth verse rather than the fifth. 

Upon the subject of physical qualification he thus comments in his review of 
Ohio:— 

We are surprised beyond onr power of expression, and we are most nnfeignedly 
grieved, that so distinguished a Masonic scholar as Companion G. T. Carson * should 
offer, and that such an intelligent body as the Grand Cnapter of Ohio should adopt, 
the following resolution, which has been made law in that State :— 

“ Companion E. T. Carson, from Standing Committee, submitted and read the fol- 
lowing report, which was agreed to, viz. : — 

“ The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the resolution in regard 
to the conferring of the Chapter degrees on maimed candidates, have ha', the same 
onder consideration, and submit the following amended resolution, and recommend 
its adoption :— 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Chapter, a Master Mason who has be- 
come maimed in person, is not thereby absolutely physically disqualified for receiving 
the degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chapter, but the degree of injury or maiming 
that shall constitute physical disqualification for the receiving of degrees shall be left, 
as the moral and other necessary qualifications are, with the several subordinate 
Chapters.” 

This is opening the door to innumerable evils, and we may next expect to hear 
that, in Ohio, Masonic missionaries have been appointed to go’ out to the infirmaries 
and hospitals to hunt up the lame, the halt, and the blind to drag them in, or lead 
them in, or carry them in, to fill our Chapters and give us numerical strength. 

Companion Carson, however, is not alone, for we find the following in a Mich- 
igan paper : — 

“ Independent Eclectic Lodge of P. and A. M., will hold special communication 
at the<r hall. No. 180 Woodward Avenue, on Friday evening, at 7:30 o’clock. R. J. 
Lor am; kb, Secretary, T. 8. This is the only Lodge where those who have lost a 
limb in the late war, and others who are maimed, can receive all the rights and ben- 
efits of true Masonry, and it is in accordance with the spirit of the age in which we 
live.” 

It is true that this emanates from one of the Lodges established by a noted indi- 
vidual by the name of Czar Jones, who was long since expelled from Masonry, and 
he and his followers who pretend to hold Masonic Lodges have been declared clan- 
destine by the Grand Lodge of Michigan. But what of that? Haven't they as good 
a right to disregard expulsion as Companion Carson has to disregard landmarks, reg- 
ulations, and time-honored customs ? 

We give below an extract from the new Masonic Ritual now in course of prep- 
aration by the distinguished Masonic scholar, author, and jurist, Companion £. T. 
Carson : — 

Come hither, all ye lame and blind. 

Millennial times to view ; 

Whate’er ye ask ye shall receive, 

While Carson puts you through. 

Ye sightless orbs with rapture wink, 

At wonders soon to be ; 

Through ('arson’s “specs ” of magic power 
The “ mystic light ” ye’ll see. 

Ye lame and halt, come hobbling up, 

Let Carson’s crutch assist you, 

The Chapter doors shall open wide, 

The Tyler shan't resist yon. 

The deaf and dumb a friend have found, 

They need not hear or speak. 

The “ work ” by “ signs ” will Carson do, 

And “ mark ” them on each cheek. 

The sick man on his bed of pain 
With chilly pangs to shake him. 

Through Carson’s aid may “ pass the veil,” 

By “ proxy ” he will “make ” aim. 


* Mr. Printer-man, be rare that you put an ** a V In that name, for we never want to hear 
of a Corson doing such an outlandish act— Bp om , 
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The “ ancient landmarks/’ Carson says, 

Were written by an ass ; 

The “ regulations ” are a bore, 

Just let them go to grass. 

He’ll give to all, both great and small, 

(Lame, halt, and blind, send in yonr call,) 

The Mason’s wondrous “ pass.” 

Then come along and join the throng, 

We’ll give fraternal greeting 
To every man whoever can 

Make out to reach our meeting ; 

No eyes or ears are needed now 

For “ sign ” or *' word ” receiving ; 

No legs or arms to file in rank, 

But simply “ trunk ” without a shank, 

So Carson says, and he’s the law, 

(Whoever doubts best hold his jaw,) 

In him we’re all believing. 

On the representative system he discourses as follows, and we heartily endorse 
his views. In his review of Massachusetts, and in answer to Comp. Dadmun, who 
opposes the system, he says 

Now we do approve of the appointment of representatives from one Grand Chapter 
to the associate Grand Bodies, and we believe that much good will result therefrom. 
It is an additional tie of friendship and affection between those Grand Bodies, and 
even if it could do no good (which we do not admit) , it could do no harm; and when 
Comp. D admit n shall receive the appointment from some Grand Chapter, he will at 
least Know that tliat particular Grana Chapter lias recognized his ability as a Mason, 
and his worth as a man, and lias taken tiiis means to honor him. And even if the 
title of a Representative is merely ornamental, there is a pleasure in it to the wearer. 
If we were to send a letter addressed “ John W. Dadmun,” without any “ Rev.” to 
precede, or “ Esq.” to follow the name, he would think that we were disrespectful 
and discourteous to him ; and yet, what do these titles actually amount to, after all? 

There are so many good things in this report that we want to place before our 
readers, that it is difficult for us to tell whore to stop ; but all things must have an 
end, and so must Reports on Correspondence. Comp. Corson, we heartily recipro- 
cate all your kind wishes so generously expressed towards ourself, and hope we 
may soon have the pleasure of smoking that cigar with you in San Francisco. 

The M.\ E.\ T. H. R. Redway was elected Grand High Priest, and the R. m . Es. 
John Wolvebton was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : Trenton. 

NEW YORK. 

The seventy-fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of New York was held 
in the city of Albany, commencing on the sixth day of February, 1872, the Jf.\ E.\ 
Rees G. Williams, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Christopher G. 
Fox being Grand Secretary. One hundred and Beventy-flve subordinate Chapters 
were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good Address, and we particularly commend the 
opening portion as evidencing a proper appreciation of the high responsibility de- 
volving upon him as one to whom the craft would naturally turn for counsel and 
guidance : 

Protected by the care and blessing of our Father in Heaven, we are assembled 
after another year’s experience to consult together for the good of Royal Arch 
Masonry, and 1 extend to you my personal and official greeting. I know that I may 
rely upon your sympathy when I assure you that on the very threshold of the task I 
am about to perform. I am awed by the" consciousness that the eminent companions 
who have performed in other years this very duty before me, are now looking down 
from their holy places on high to witness our zeal in our work of love, and to beckon 
us on to constancy and to renewed activity and consecration. Who shall estimate the 
value they assign to the noble and sacred lessons of our sublime Institutions. Com- 
panions, shall we not be encouraged by the brightness of their example ? Shall we 
do content with the beautiful ideal of ltfasonry, regardless of its conspicuous living 
embodiment ? Can we lose sight of the fact mat to exert its influence over others it 
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must first of all gain a complete ascendency over ourselves? There is untold power 
in consistency, pre-eminently so in Masonry. Nor is there room for doubt that they 
so thought, believed and acted, who have finished their earthly course and are in the 
presence of the Lord Almighty above. 

Dispensations were issued for the formation of four new Chapters. We notice 
one feature in the proceedings which meets our warm approbation — the bestowal of 
sundry charitable donations to widows and orphans of deceased companions. This is 
a practical application of the great principle which forms the foundation-stone of our 
Order, that other Grand Bodies would do well to imitate. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest reports that he had visited thirty-seven Chapters, 
officially, and that the only contention he can find existing is “ who can best work 
and best agree.” 

The Grand Lecturer, in his report, makes the following cheerful assertion : 

“ Probably at no period in the history of this Grand Chapter has Royal Arch Masonry 
occupied the exalted position it does at this time. The work throughout the juris- 
diction is uniform, and harmony prevails.” 

Fifty-two companions were consecrated and set apart to the office of High Priest. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. Joseph White, and, 
like all we have seen from his pen, is a courteous, faithful and interesting paper. He 
reviews the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters and the General Grand Chap- 
ter of the United States. California, for 1871, receives fraternal notice at his hands. 
He praises the report of our predecessor and the action of the Grand High Priest 
in the matter of Donner Chapter. We were sorry to read the concluding portion of 
the report, viz. : 

The present Report is the sixteenth which we have had the honor to present to 
this Grand Chapter. We cannot have hoped to give satisfaction to all ; but we flatter 
ourselves, from the repeated appointments upon the Committee of Correspondence, 
that our humble efforts have not been wholly without your approbation. We have 
honestly endeavored to give a plain but faithful account of the doings of other Grand 
Chapters of such matters as were of general interest to the Royal Craft, and particu- 
larly of such rulings and decisions upon questions of Masonic law as differed from 
our own. We claim to have acted conscientiously in our labors ; and now, having 

R the age allotted to man, “ three score years and ten,” we leave the labors of 
kure to vounger and abler hands. Our prayers will henceforth be, as in the 
past, for the Masonic Fraternity— in union and harmony, " now and forever, one 
and inseparable.” 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reflected. Address of 
Grand Secretary : Buffalo. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina held its twenty-fourth Annual Convoca- 
tion in the city of Wilmington, commencing on the third day of June, 1872, the 
M.\ E.\ John Nichols, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Thomas B. 
Carr being Grand Secretary. Twelve Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, recommended that the Grand Chapter 
renew its allegiance to the General Grand Chapter, and the committee to whom was 
referred that portion of the address, reported as follows 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Address of the 
Grand High Priest, relating to the General Grand Chapter of the United States, beg 
leave to report that they have had it under consideration and heartily approve the 
same, and hereby recommend that the annexed resolution, passed at the last Grand 
Convocation, be acted upon and passed as a finality, and that this Grand Chapter 
resume its relations with the General Grand Chapter of the United States, and the 
Grand Secretary instructed to notify the General Grand Secretary of this action. 

We further recommend that a Special Committee be appointed to revise the By- 
Laws and Constitution of this Grand Chapter so as to conform to the Constitution 
and By-Laws of the General Grand Chapter of the United States. 

The resolution of 1871, referred to, is as follows 

“ Resolved, That the resolution adopted by this Grand Body in 1857, withdrawing 
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from the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter be, and the same is hereby 
repealed.” 

The financial affairs of this Grand Chapter are not yet in a healthy condition, 
and we fully endorse the remarks of the Grand High Priest, who, in administering 
a well deserved rebuke to those subordinates who were delinquent in the matter of 
dues, says : “ It would be far more to the interests of Capitular Masonry to have a 
few live , working, and paying Chapters, than many idle , non-paying ones.” 

The Committee on Correspondence failed to present a report, owing to the illness 
of the Chairman. We hope for better luck next time. 

The following preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, will, 
we fear, cause some unpleasantness among our brethren of North Carolina 

Whkrkas, The M. W. Grand Lodge of Ancient and Accepted Masons of the State 
of North Carolina did, at the last Grand Annual Convocation of that body, adopt the 
following resolution, to- wit : 

“ Resolved , That the Masters of all Subordinate Lodges within the jurisdiction of 
this Grand Lodge, be required within three months after the close of this Grand 
Lodge, to give notice to all non-affiliated Masons within their jurisdiction to connect 
themselves with some Lodge, and if after such notice they shall for twelve months 
fail to do so, said Subordinate Lodges shall expel such Masons from all the rights 
and privileges of Masonry.” 

And Whereas, This Grand Chapter does hold such action to be in conflict with 
the most vital, cherished and long-established principles of the Masonic institution ; 
that Masonry is free— that all must come of “their own free will and accord,” who 
would connect themselves with it -that they may sever their connection therewith, 
when they have complied with all the requirements thereof, at their pleasure, and 
that no coercive measures should ever be adopted as an inducement for them to re- 
new the same ; that Masons bound to the Lodge by the terrors of the Inquisition, are 
not only useless as members, but may, and doubtless would, destroy the harmony 
and good-fellowship thereof, and jeopardize its very existence ; and, 

Whereas, There are thousands of zealous, true, valuable and highly-esteemed 
members of our Chapters, who are, for good and valid reasons, perhaps, not mem- 
bers of any Lodge, or living within reach of one, who would, by this edict of our 
Grand Lodge, if enforced against them, be necessarily expelled from all the rights 
and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry ; therefore, be it 

Resolved , That while this Grand Chapter esteems it a duty of all Masons to be 
members of the Lodge, it admits that there may be many good and legitimate rea- 
sons, governing individual Masons, justifying their action in remaining unaffiliated ; 
and that a crusade against non-affiliants will most assuredly recoil upon the institu- 
tion; that the demon of anti-Masonry will be aroused, and, with thousands of re- 
cruits from our own camp, will strike a blow that may be more disastrous to our 
Order than anything that has yet befallen it. 

Resolved, further. That this Grand Royal Arch Chapter does most respectfully, 
but earnestly, appeal to the M. W. Grand Lodge to rescind the said resolution at her 
next ensuing Grand Annual Convocation. 

Resolved, further. That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be for- 
warded to the Secretary of the M. W. Grand I.odge, with the request that it be laid 
before that body at the aforesaid Grand Convocation. 

We have before expressed our opinion somewhat freely upon the question of non- 
affiliation ; we believe it to be the duty of every Mason to be a member of some 
Lodge. If he cannot»afford to pay dues to both Lodge and Chapter, he should hon- 
orably withdraw from the Chapter and discharge his obligations to the Lodge. If a 
man is unable to indulge in the luxuries of life, he should do his best to provide the 
necessaries. The Lodge is the foundation of the whole Masonic Edifice ; remove the 
foundation and what becomes of the superstructure? It is by no means necessary, 
in order to carry out the great fundamental principles of Masonry, that a man should 
be a Royal Arch Mason, or if he is one, that he should be a member of a Chapter— 
that is a matter of taste or convenience ; but it is necessary that he should be a mem- 
ber of some Lodge, that he may bear his portion of the labor and responsibility inci- 
dent to the Masonic relation, and not strive to shield himself beneath the quasi dig* 
nity of the so-called higher degrees. 
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We believe if every Grand Lodge would pass a resolution similar to the one 
adopted by North Carolina it would be better for the Order, for it would weed out 
the drones, and only the active, working, producing members would remain. We 
do not apprehend or fear any of the dire results alluded to in the resolutions of the 
Grand Chapter. If compelling Masons to do their duty is going to “ arouse the de- 
mon of anti- Masonry,” the sooner that devil is stirred up the better ; the days of 
bigotry and superstition have passed away when Masonry could be injured by such 
opposing influences. We have tried the experiments in California for years which 
the Grand Lodge of North Carolina now seeks to inaugurate, and it works admirably. 
We venture to predict that, if the resolution of the Grand Lodge is faithfully ad- 
hered to, the Order may date a new era of prosperity in North Carolina from its 
passage. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. Address of 
Grand Secretary : Wilmington. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

The third Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia was held in 
the city of Halifax, on the fourth day of June, 1872, the Jf.\ E.\ S. R. Sibcom, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.‘. E.\ James Gossip being Grand Secretary. 

Four subordinate Chapters, being all in the jurisdiction, were represented. 

The Grand High Priest reports their relations with foreign Grand Chapters to be 
of the most friendly and satisfactory character. He announces the sad intelligence 
of the death of Comp. Joseph Conway Bbown, Grand King— who last year pre- 
sented a most interesting and valuable Report on Correspondence— and says of him : 

“ He leaves behind him a Masonic record that will exist when no trace of his 
mortal form shall be visible, and the result of his exertions toward the advancement 
of Royal Arch Masonry in particular, must have a marked and lasting endurance.” 

Of the Representative system, he sayB : — 

The Representative system being now generally adopted, and believing the prin- 
ciple productive of muen good, I beg to present for your approval, in accordance 
with the Constitution, the following appointments. 

He then appoints Representatives near ten Grand Chapters, and among them we 
notice the name of Comp. Charles Mabsh as Representative near the Grand Chap- 
ter of California. 

The Grand Secretary presents the Report on Correspondence, in which he reviews 
in a fraternal spirit the transactions of thirty-one Grand Chapters, the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, and the “ Grand Lodge of Mark Masons of Eng- 
land.” California for 1871 receives a friendly notice. 

The Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia appears now to be established upon a firm and 
permanent basis, and we believe has been recognized by every Grand Chapter except 
that of Scotland. Wo regret that the Grand Chapter of Scotland should persist m 
this course : the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia being an established fact and univer- 
sally recognized as such, any further opposition on the part of Scotland would seem 
to exhibit a wanton and uncalled-for degree of perversity. One dispensation was is- 
sued for the formation of a new Chapter. The four chartered Cliapters and one 
under dispensation have an aggregate membership of 189. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. Address : 
Halifax. 

OREGON. 

The twelfth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Oregon was held in the 
city of Salem, commencing on the twenty-first day of Juno, 1872, the M.\ Er. James 
R. Bayley, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ R. P. Earhart being Grand 
Secretary. Five subordinate Chapters were {represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief, and confined to matters of local 
interest. He had granted one dispensation for the fonhation of a new Chapter, and 
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had visited all the Chapters in the jurisdiction, save one. He had also appointed 
Representatives near the Grand Chapters of Connecticut and Vermont. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance in the Treasury of $320 50. 

The Committee on Grievance reported that no cause of grievance existed. 

A resolution was adopted appropriating the sum of ten cents per annum for each 
Royal Arch Mason borne upon the rolls of the Subordinate Chapters, to assist in de- 
fraying the expenses of the General Grand Chapter. As the General Grand Chapter 
asks only for one cent for each member, our companions have shown their gener- 
osity by voting ten times as much as they were asked to do. May they receive a ten- 
fold reward. 

Comp. T. McF. Patton again presents the Report on Correspondence, in which 
he reviews the proceedings of thirty Grand Chapters, and also those of the General 
Grand Chapter. California, for 1871, receives fraternal attention. On the substi- 
tute question, he says : “ The thing is dead, and new questions must be agitated or 
our reports will be materially reduced.” 

The thing may be dead, and emit a bad odor, but, like Banquo’s Ghost, it will not 
down, but has made its appearance in nearly all the Grand Chapters for action 
during the past year. The corpse was revivified by the General Grand Chapter, and 
each jurisdiction can decide for itself as to whether they will entertain it or not. In 
his review of Canada, Comp. Patton says : — 

Comp. Robertson approves of the action of Georgia, of “ dropping from the roll ” 
members who are in arears for dues, and says “ he would like to see the practice of 
suspending for non-payment of dues abrogated in this jurisdiction.” This “ drop” 
game is too light. When a companion can pay his dues and won't, we go in for co- 
ercing him by presenting formal charges and requiring him to answer thereto, or 
abide by the consequences. If, on the other hand, a companion is willing to pay, 
and cannot, we would favor remitting them at once, upon a proper showing or the 
facts. 

We believe in one law and one penalty for all who refuse or neglect to pay their 
dues ; this preferring formal charges against delinquents takes too much time and in- 
curs too much expense. In this jurisdiction no Mason can be expelled for the non- 
payment of his dues, but if for a period of six months he refuses or neglects to pay 
them, he is notified of his delinquency by the Secretary, and if his dues are not paid 
at the next stated meeting thereafter, the law says ho shall be suspended, unless, for 
special reasons shown, the Lodge shall otherwise direct. 

Comp. Patton writes an excellent report, and we would be glad to quote more ex- 
tensively from it, but time presses, and we must hasten our report to a conclusion. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. Address of 
Grand Secretary : Salem. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

The pamphlet containing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, 
as usual, records the proceedings of the Quarterly and Annual Convocations, the 
latter having been held in the city of Philadelphia on the twenty-seventh day of De- 
cember, 1871, the M.\ E.\ Michael Nisbet, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
R.\ E.\ John Thomson being Grand Secretary. 

At the Quarterly Convocation, held February 2d, 1971, the following resolution 
was adopted: — 

Resolved, That it is the undoubted right of anv member to object at any time to 
the advancement of a candidate before receiving the degree in a Mark Lodge, or the 
first degree applied for in a Chapter. That upon such objection being made in open 
Lodge or Chapter, the Worshipful Master or High Priest shall not proceed in conferring 
the degree upon said applicant so objected to. That upon an objection being made , 
the Master oi High Priest shall order the same to be entered upon the minutes. That 
such objection shall be deemed a rejection, and the candidate can not be advanced 
until such objection is removed. 

The same rule prevails in this jurisdiction. We are sorry to observe that, at a 
subsequent Quarterly Convocation held on the third day of August, 1871, the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution were adopted : — 
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Whereas, The Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania has received from the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States a request to send delegates to the Triennial Con* 
vocation to be held in Baltimore in September next, as a Committee of Conference 
to arrange terms of union, if practicable, with the General Grand Chapter ; 

And whereas, This Grand Chapter can not see the advantages to be derived from 
any such union, but, on the contrary, many disadvantages : 

Therefore, be it Resolved . That the Grand Holy Royal Arch Chapter of Pennsyl- 
vania most fraternally decline to send sach delegates as are requested. 

The Graud Mark Lodge of England was recognized at the Quarterly Convocation 
held on the third day of November, 1871. 

The address of the Grand High Priest, delivered at the Annual Convocation, is 
confined principally to a record of his official acts, the list being a long one and 
showing the position to have been no sinecure. He reports the number of com- 
panions, in actual membership, to be six thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
eight, in 1870, an increase of five hundred and eighty in that year ; and that a bal- 
ance of $1,405 15, with interest due and uncollected of $485 45. The number of 
Chapters in this jurisdiction is eighty ; also, three Mark Lodges, and, with few ex- 
ceptions, all were prosperous and harmonious. He had procured the likenesses of 
twenty-seven Past Grand High Priests, three Past Grand Treasurers and three Past 
Grand Secretaries. He reports the death of Past Grand High Priest William Bur- 
ger, and says “He was one of the few who stood firmly by the Fraternity in the days 
when anti-Masonry was rampant, and, through his efforts, the existence of many 
Lodges was maintained which otherwise would have been swept away before the 
storm. 

M.\ E.\ Charles Eugene Meter, ‘having been elected Grand High Priest at the 
preceding Quarterly Convocation, delivered an interesting address. The following, 
relating to the early history of Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania, will be read 
with interest : — 


The early history or Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsylvania is, no doubt, intimately 
connected with a Chapter or Chapters worked by officers of the British army, 
stationed in Philadelphia, about the middle of the last century. It will be found by 
reference to the reprint of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter, that Lodge No. 3 
claims the honor of having, as far as known, the oldest records of the Royal Arch de- 
gree in this country, its records dating back as far as 1767. In 1795 the great inno- 
vator, Thomas Smith Webb, and a few others from the New England States, made 
strenuous efforts to form a Grand Chapter in Pennsylvania ; owing, however, to the 
influence of many members of the Grand Lodge, they were not successful, and the 
very object they tried to accomplish was carried out by the Royal Arch Masons of 
Pennsylvania m forming a Grand Chapter, subordinate, however, to the Grand 
Lodge. 

A few years after this, in 1797, a Grand Chapter of the Northern States of America 
was formed by Webb and his coadjutors. The present General Grand Chapter of 
the United States was not formed until 1806, at which time, if we are not mistaken, 

n first claimed jurisdiction over the Past Master’s so-called degree. 

1 1820 'the members of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania endeavored to make 
the Grand Chapter an independent body, not subordinate to or under any control of 
the Grand Lodge. This movement was strenuously opposed by many distinguished 
Masons, led by Brother Josiah Randall, more particularly on account of the in- 
tended incorporation of the degree of Most Excellent Master. To the Mark Master’s 
degree there appears to have been not so much objection, as Brother Randall and 
others had previously received it, but how or where we have not been able to learn. 

After a series of motions, pro and con, on the 17tli day of December, 1824, the 
Grand Chapter became independent, and from that time Royal Arch Masonry has 
prospered in this jurisdiction. 

We fully concur in the following : — 

Within a few years a custom has grown up in Subordinate Chapters and Mark 
Lodges, and even in the Grand Chapter, of introducing what is termed Parliamen- 
tary Usa^e in the government of the Chapter. Such motions as to “lay upon the 
table,” “ indefinitely postpone,” “ the previous question,” etc., when offered for the 
sole purpose of stopping debate and killing the subject matter uuder consideration, 
are, most undoubtedly, unmasonic, and should not be tolerated. 

The High Priest has discretionary powers vested in him to decide when the de- 
bate is to cease and the question to oe taken. He is bound to govern his Chapter 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1873.] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


231 


with Justice, equity and prudence, allowing the youngest member the fullest privil- 
ege 01 the oldest, ever remembering that the peace and harmony of the Chapter has 
been confided to his hands. No question Bhould be taken until the fullest and freest 
debate has been allowed. 

The Report on. Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. Geo. Griscom, 
who reviews the transactions of twenty-nine Grand Chapters, briefly, but courteously, 
and in a fraternal spirit. California, for 1871, receives kindly mention. 

The R.\ E.\ John Thomson was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : Masonic 
Temple, Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of South Carolina met in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Charleston on the thirteenth day of February, 1872 — the M.\ E.\ James A. Hoyt, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Augustine T. Smythe being Grand Secre- 
tary. Twenty -seven subordinate Chapter^ were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, reports that private duties had prevented 
him from visiting to any extent the subordinate Chapters, but that, so far as he is in- 
formed, entire harmony prevails throughout the jurisdiction, and nothing has occurred 
during the year to merit his official censure or reproof. The following words of cau- 
tion are well timed and applicable to other jurisdictions than South Carolina:— 

Masonry in general has been exceedingly popular, and the Capitular Degrees have 
been sought by hundreds. An anxiety to keep pace with this general progression has 
induced a hasty growth of membership, and in many cases the zeal manifested at the 
threshold of our sacred tabernacle has expired with the completion of the ritualistic 
usages. The candidate has received the degrees in such an informal and hurried man- 
ner, that he has failed to imbibe the glorious principles which lie buried beneath our 
symbolisms ; and after a few visits to the Chapter, where he witnesses similar at- 
tempts upon others, he drops away altogether from attendance, and becomes that 
nondescript character — an indifferent Mason. I appeal to you, my companions, to 
sustain the truthfulness of the picture, and that it has not been overdrawn.^ But, 
allow me to repeat, the time has arrived to look at these matters soberly and se- 
riously. The surge of popularity has measurably receded, and among the older 
Chapters of this jurisdiction, especially, a vast amount of material has been exhaust- 
ed, and many Royal Arch Masons are numbered among the non-affiliated. As the 
tide ebbs and flows, so we may confidently expect that the present almost lethargic 
condition of many Chapters will not continue, and that another wave will bear along 
numberless applications for the Capitular Degrees. Such being the case, it Is a pro- 
pitious time to recommend remedial measures, and I would earnestly urge upon the 
subordinate Chapters a closer scrutiny into the fitness of candidates, in the first place, 
and inure careful exercise of patience in teaching the ritual. This topic might be 
profitably pursued yet further, nut I trust the reflections already made will induce my 
companions to give it serious consideration. 

He recommended the adoption of a resolution authorizing the use of substitutes, 
which was done, with a recommendation that the Chapters use full classes of actual 
candidates, “ except in cases of emergency, for the best interest of Royal Arch Ma 
sonry.” He reports the death of Past Grand High Priest Isaac T. Martin, of Ken- 
tucky, and speaks of him as one who came to the relief of the Masons of South Car- 
olina in their hour of need, and by his well timed charitable aid relieved the distress 
of the destitute and suffering of that jurisdiction. Suitable resolutions were adopted 
“ in memoriam ,” and a mourning page in the proceedings is inscribed to his memory. 
He congratulates the Grand Chapter upon the amicable relations maintained by it 
towards all the Grand Chapters with which it is in correspondence ; mentions the or- 
ganization of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, and recommends its official recog- 
nition. The Address is a good one and well repays perusal. 

The Grand Secretary presented the Report on Correspondence, in which he gives 
an abstract of the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, our own among the 
number. The report is ably written and the views of the writer are such as, in most 
instances, we can fully endorse. He speaks severely, and with justice, concerning 
the reports of a companion who, having retired from the position of correspondent, 
shall be nameless, but who, it appears to us, signally failed to appreciate or exhibit 
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those qualities of kindness and forbearance which should ever characterise the Ma- 
sonic reporter. In his review of Georgia he thus criticises Comp. Kkllog’s views as 
expressed in his eulogy upon Masonry, to which we took occasion to allude in our 
report of last year. Comp Smtthe says : — 

Masonry is not religion ; and we bat injure ourselves and oar Order in claiming for 
it that hijp office which is filled only by the Chrsitian religion. It is fitly called the 
“ handmaid of religion and while its moral lessons and solemn ceremonies are well 
calculated to impress the mind, the whole aim and end of its teachings is embodied in 
the charge so oft repeated to the candidate to search the Bible, that Book of the Law 
in which alone we can find the key to unravel the mystery and give us true light and 
knowledge of God. Masonry can and does do much, but there is One only who can 
comfort us as we walk through the valley of the Death Shade — one faith alone upon 
which we must rest in that solemn hour, and while we are taught to seek it, yet we 
have it not, in Masonry. No ! greatly as we reverence Masonry, we must gladly as- 
sert that there is an institution which can do more — much more. 

In his review of Iowa for 1871, he takes the following ground in relation to non- 
affiliation. He says:— 

The Grand High Priest decided, upon being asked the question, that the position 
of a member of a Chapter was not affected by affiliation or non -affiliation in tne Blue 
Lodge. We differ with him in toto, aud think it does seem anomalous that one with 
whom we can not sit in the Blue Lodge, which is the foundation and fountain of all 
Masonry, is yet to be received and welcomed in the Chapter. If he is not a Lodge 
Mason in good standing, he lacks a necessary element to good standing in the Chapter. 

We concur. We are satisfied that in Comp. Smytiie South Carolina has a worthy 
successor to Comp. Birnie in the reportorial chair. The more we read him the better 
we like him. “ May his shadow grow nevertheless.’’ We are going to trust that quo- 
tation, and defy Corson and Taylor to gainsay us. We think it is from the Koran, 
but it might be from Homer’s History of Ireland for all we know or care. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. Address of the 
Grand Secretary; Charleston. 


TENNESSEE. 

The Grand Chapter of Tennessee assembled in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Nashville, on the fourth day of November, 1872, the M.\ K\ A. J. Wheeler, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ John Frizell being Grand Secretary. Eighty- 
seven chartered Chapters and three under dispensation were represented at the 
opening. 

The pamphlet containing the proceedings is a very handsome one, printed in 
good, clear type on tinted paper, and does credit to its compiler. 

The Grand High Priest, we should judge from his Address, is eminently a prac- 
tical man. We wonder what he would say if ho lived in Massachusetts, where they 
think nothing of holding a dozen or so Convocations per annum. He says, in com- 
mencing his Address : 

As the representatives of four thousand Companions in this State, you have again 
assembled in Annual Convocation to review the transactions of the past year, hold 
social and pleasant communion with each other, and if need l>e, make laws for future 
government. When I review the proceedings of this Grand Body for past years, and 
note the amount of business that was transacted necessary for the prosperity and 
peace of our Order, the question arises, Would it not be a great saving of expense, 
and as beneficial to our Order, to extend our convocations to biennial instead of an- 
nual sessions ? Considering the saving of from one to three thousand dollars every 
year, the small amount of business necessary to transact for our continued prosper- 
ity, that returns could be required as rejgularly and promptly from subordinates as 
now, that should the dues from subordinate chapters not 1 x> reduced, die surplus 
funds of this Grand Body could be expended to much greater advantage than 
by paying yearly representations and other expenses connected therewith. All things 
considered, I must submit, that if annual convocations are nect^sary, it must be 
justified on the ground that social entertainment is the main object of yearly meet- 
ings. As all the teachings of Masonry are practical, I deem this a practical question 
for y y our consideration, and respectfully recommend that such action may be taken 
as may look to the amendment of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter on 
this point. 
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And again he walks into the Representative system roogh shod. He evidently has 
very little respect for the high dignity and importance of a Grand Representative 
under the present system. He believes in putting them to practical use, and the 
idea is not a bad one. Suppose the writer should visit Tennessee on business or 
pleasure ; he would naturally seek the acquaintance of companions or brothers in 
whom he could have confidence to aid him in his views. 

Being unknown to all, in these days of imposition and rascality, a letter from the 
Representative of the Grand Chapter of Tennessee to any officer of that Grand Body 
might be of the greatest convenience and service. We believe the Representative 
system is calculated to bring about a closer fraternal relation between the several 
Grand Bodies, and we hope it will have a fair trial, but we hope the suggestion of 
Comp. Wheeler may find favor, and that the system may at once be made of some 
practical utility. He says 

It may not be inappropriate here to make some remarks on the system of Grand 
Representation. The system as now conducted appears to be simply a social ex- 
change of empty honors ; an interchange of civilities between Grand Bodies that pre- 
scribes no duties, nor grants no powers ; dummies marked with the names of the va- 
rious grand jurisdictions that have appointed them. Could not the system be used 
for some good and practical purpose/ Could not these representatives be required to 
make themselves familiar with the history, rules, regulations, and ritual of tne grand 
jurisdiction they represent, and give us yearly a synopsis of the same in so far as they 
differed from our own ? Could they not be made as ministers in charge of foreign 
affairs, and give passports as it were to companions that come from other jurisdic- 
tions to visit us, more especially if asking charities or privileges ? Could they not be 
used as a means of better safeguard to our Order, and of improving our intellectual 
and Masonic standing ; as now I submit to you the question, are they of any benefit 
to the Craft ? 

We cannot concur in the following decision 

A Brother Master Mason, an active and zealous worker in the Blue Lodge, of ex- 
cellent moral character and superior intellectual attainments, applied for, and was 
elected to receive the degrees in Benn Chapter, No. 22. This brother had lost his left 
leg, and the same had been supplied by an artificial one ; in all things he could com- 
ply with the ceremonies of the degrees, and readily receive and impart all the instruc- 
tions pertaining to our Order. I was asked, Could the brother receive the degrees ? 
I replied that he could. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the above was referred, reported as 
follows : “ In regard to his decision that a Master Mason, with an artificial leg, could 
receive the Capitular degrees, we think that the usages and customs of R. A. Masonry 
are to the contrary.” 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. George 8. 
Blackxe, who says : “ We regret that we cannot say that we have received the pro- 

ceedings of all the Grand Chapters of the world as we did last year.” He reviews the 
transactions of thirty-six of them, however, in a very pleasant and satisfactory man- 
ner. California for 1872 is noticed briefly. Comp. Blackie believes in brief no- 
tices, evidently, as his whole report of the transactions of thirty-six Grand Chapters, 
and of the General Grand Chapter occupies only some thirty-one pages. 

The M .\ K \ John W. Paxton was elected Grand High Priest, and the R .’. AT.*. 
John Frizell was reflected Grand Secretary. Address : Nashville. 

TEXAS. 

The Grand Chapter of Texas held its twenty-third Annual Convocation, in the city 
of Houston, on the 10th day of June, 1872, the Ms. E.\ J. B. Jones, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the Rs. E\ R. Brewster being Grand Secretary. Forty-six 
subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, says 

It should be a cause of congratulation to us all, that we are allowed the privilege of 
meeting under the present agreeable auspices, and enjoying the fraternal intercourse 
and social pleasures to which we have all'looked forward with so many fond anticipa- 
tions. 

6 
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It Affords me great pleasure to be able to report that the condition of Royal Arch 
Masonry is highly satisfactory ; that there has been a steady and healthful growth of 
the Order since oor last Convocation* and that, so far as I have been informed, no 
dissensions or trouble of a serious character have arisen in any of the Chapters in 
this jurisdiction. 

He reports the death of Comp. Willi** M. Taylor, Past Grand High Priest, 
and pays a fraternal tribute to his memory. He calls attention to the necessity of 
correcting the forms for petitions and certificates of recommendation for new Chap- 
ters, is, at present printed, they are “ only^calculated to mislead the uninformed.” Of 
six applications made to him for dispensations for new Chapters, only one was in 
accordance with the regulations of the Grand Chapter. 

Some difficulty having transpired among the companions of a subordinate, the 
Grand High Priest authorized a worthy companion to convene the Chapter, investi- 
gate the questions at issue and report to him ; but they “ mocked the servant” of the 
Grand High Priest, and refused to be interviewed by him. He calls the attention of 
the Grand Chapter to this case of insubordination, bat we cannot find that any action 
was taken in the premises. Several questions of law were decided by him, all of 
which were of local interest alone,, except, perhaps, the following : — 

Third— Neither the Grand Chapter nor the Grand High Priest has any control 
over the Order of High Priesthood in this State, and it is not necessary that it should 
be conferred upon the High Priest elect of a Chapter to qualify him for office, or en- 
able him to preside over his Chapter and govern it correctly. I am not aware that it 
has ever been conferred in this State, except in Regular Council of the Order, which 
meets during the Annnal Convocation of the Ghana Chapter. And no one lb entitled 
to the Order except Present or Past High Priests of Chapters, and they only after 
being balloted for and elected to receive the same. This is the rule in this State, 
though a different custom obtains in some jurisdictions. 

The same rule prevails in this jurisdiction. There is no Report on Correspond- 
ence. 

The If.*. Norton Moses was elected Grand High Priest, and the B.\ Er. 
Robert Brewster was reelected Grand Secretary. Address: Houston. 

VERMONT. 

The Annnal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Vermont was held in the city 
of Burlington on the 14th day of June, 1872, the M.\ E .\ Edward A. Jewett, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the R.\ B.\ W. H. S. Whitcomb being Grand Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest, in his address, congratulates the Royal Craft upon the 
state of prosperity which prevails within the jurisdiction. He announces the death 
of Past Grand High Priest Baretllta Davenport, and gives a brief history of his 
life and Masonic career. Representatives were appointed near the Grand Chapters 
of New York and New Jersey. We note the following decisions 

Can a Companion be elected High Priest of a Chapter without first having served 
either as King or Scribe? 

Has a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons a right to confer the Past Master’s degree 
upon a Master elect of a Lodge? 

To the first question my decision was, that any companion in good standing in 
hts Chapter was eligible to the office of High Priest. 

To the second question I replied in the negative. No Chapter has any right to 
confer any of the degrees of Royal Arch Masonry upon any person, unless he shall 
have been elected in a regular manner, according to the general regulations of this 
Grand Chapter. 

We concur. 

He calls attention to the operations of two individuals, B. S. Hill and Harry J . 
Seymour (the latter being, be says, an expelled member of the Scottish Rite), who, 
claiming authority from the Grand Orient of France, who had been going about dis- 
seminating what they were pleased to term Masonic degrees, under the name of the 
M Ancient Primitive Rite of Memphis of thirty-three degrees.” He also publishes a 
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letter from the Grand Secretary of the Grand Orient of France, in which he de- 
nounces as an impostor 11 any one who pretends to act in the name of the Grand Oil* 
ent in the affairs of that Bite/' We are somewhat curious to know if the aforesaid 
Harby J. Seymour was not formerly a resident of this jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Correspondence not being ready with their report, they were 
directed to furnish it for publication with the proceedings, but no Report appears, and 
no explanation of its failure to connect. There are twenty-four Subordinate Chap- 
ters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership of one thousand six hundred 
and flfty-one. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both reelected. Address : Bur- 
lington. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Virginia assembled [in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Richmond, on the thirteenth day of December, 1871, — the M.\ E.\ John P. Little, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ John Dove being Grand Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, says : — 

During the past twenty years there has been a wonderful revival of Royal Arch 
Masonry m Virginia. At the beginning of this period, the knowledge of these beauti- 
ful degrees was concentrated in a few places, and only possessed by a few persons. 
I could readily name the half dozen Masons in our jurisdiction who alone thoroughly 
possessed this knowledge, while now they may be counted by the hundred. Let this 
improvement continue ; let the Light shine forth. By having the work illustrated 
at every meeting of the Grand Chapter, and by having a Grand Lecturer actively 
employed throughout our jurisdiction, we can soon have every Chapter well in- 
structed, and a uniform system of perfect work prevailing within our limits. 

He refers to the formation of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, and recom- 
mends its recognition in the following fraternal terms : — 

The most interesting event that has occurred during my term of office, has been 
the establishment of a Grand Chapter for West Virginia. Permission had been 
granted at our last Annual Convocation to organize such a Grand Chapter, and on 
November 16, 1871, delegates met in Wheeling representing five out of the seven 
Chapters within the limits of that State, formed a Convention, and elected officers 
for such a Grand Chapter. I was present by invitation, and, as Grand High Priest 
of Virginia, organized that Grand Chapter, and installed its officers. From the zeal 
displayed, and the spirit manifested by all the companions, as well as from the high 
character of the worthy officers elected, I am well assured that this Grand Body will 
be an honor and benefit to the cause of Royal Arch Masonry. 

I recommend that, beside carrying out our intention of advising all Chapters 
within those State limits to connect themselves with this Grand Chapter of West 
Virginia, two other things be done 

First. That the Chapters now under dispensation in West Virginia, be permitted, 
if the companions of those Chapters desire it, to return their dispensations, and 
receive charters from the Grand Chapter of West Virginia; and, 

Secondly. That the dues for the past year of the several Chapters which have 
joined in this new organization, be paid over to the Grand Chapter of West Virginia. 

It will be but a proper act of courtesy extended to our young brother ; and my 
reason for advising it, is that there were many expenses attending this new forma- 
tion, and of course this beginning is made with an empty treasury. 

The committee to whom the address wa* referred cordially endorsed the recom- 
mendation of the Grand High Priest, and submitted a resolution recognizing the 
Grand Chapter of West Virginia, and directing those Chapters who had connected 
themselves with it, and who formerly owed allegiance to the Grand Chapter of Vir- 
ginia. to pay all money due the latter Grand Chapter to the Grand Chapter of West 
Virginia, and also that whatever money had already been paid to the Grand Chapter 
of Virginia, by Chapters so situated, should be handed over to the new Grand Chap- 
ter. 

This was a generous and kindly act, and worthy of all commendation. It shows 
that our companions of Virginia are actuated by the true spirit of Royal Arch Ma- 
sonry. 
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Comp. William B. Isaacs, Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, 
failed to present a report, and, for cause, showeth the following lame excuse : — 

He is again compelled, by force of circumstances, to throw himself on the in- 
dulgence of the Grand Chapter. His public duties and private engagements have 
been such constant and unceasing consumers of his time, by day and by night, as to 

C vent him from taking even a cursory glance over the proceedings with which he 
been favored. As he advances in years his engagements appear to increase pari 
pass a, and he would respectfully request the Grand Council to relieve him. at least 
for the present, from further service in this branch of the Royal Art, from which he, 
personally, has derived so much instruction and pleasure, without, he fears, making 
a corresponding return, either to this Grand Chapter or to his Companions of the 
“ reportorial corps." In asking thus to be relieved, he would beg to say to his fel- 
low-members of the “ Mutual Admiration Society," that he has lost none of his zeal 
in their cause. While their criticisms have, at times, been severe, doubtless they 
were deserved ; and he begs to return to them, collectively and individually, his 
thanks tor the kindnesses and courtesies he has received at their hands. 

If he should be again compelled to “ throw himself upon the indulgence of the 
Grand Chapter," we hope said indulgence may be pointed enough to prick him up to 
his work, as we perceive that, notwithstanding his plea for exemption from duty, he 
was again appointed Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence. 

Forty Chapters return an aggregate membership of one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one. 

The Mr. E\ Robert E. Withers was elected Grand High Priest, and the 72.-. Er. 
John Dove was reelected Grand Secretary. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

We have received the pamphlet containing the proceedings at the formation of 
this new Grand Chapter, and right cordially do we extend to her the right hand of 
fellowship and welcome. The reasons which induced this action on the part of our 
companions of West Virginia, are clearly set forth in the following statement 

The interests of Royal Arch Masonry in West Virginia languished during the late 
war. There was no means of regular communication with the Grand Chapter at 
Richmond, and, one by one, many of the subordinate Chapters in West Virginia fell 
into decay. Without any central head or governing power ; without any authority 
for meeting together and making such regulations as tne cause of capitular Masonry 
seemed to require ; it is not surprising that many errors and diversities crept into 
the ritual : that comparatively little work was done ; and that the companions gradu- 
ally ceased attendance upon the Convocations of the several Chapters. 

After the tormation of the State of West Virginia and when peace had been re- 
stored, efforts were made with good success by several of the Chapters in this State 
to rebuild their fallen altars ; to relearn the ritual of the Royal Art ; and to give a 
fresh impulse to the cause of Chapter Masonry. A heavy expense was incurred and 
much time was bestowed by many of the companions in learning the work, and in 
refitting their Chapter rooms and reorganizing their Chapters. But much of the 
difficulty arising from the lack of personal representation in the Grand Chapter of 
Virginia still remained. The sending of a delegate from most of the Chapters in 
West Virginia to the Grand Chapter at Richmond involved a journey of nearly one 
thousand miles, and the expense of such a delegate usually exceeded the amount of 
dues to be paid by the ( -hapter he was sent to represent. The civil and political rela- 
tions which had subsisted between the people east and west of the Alleghany moun- 
tains in Virginia had been severed, and there was very little commercial intercourse 
between the city of Richmond and the people of West Virginia, exoept in a few coun- 
ties in the southern portion of the new State. A representative to either of the Ma- 
sonic Grand bodies bolding their sessions in Richmond was therefore compelled to 
visit that city upon that mission alone, there being no other public or personal busi- 
ness to induce tne journey. The companions in West Virginia were thus required by 
the circumstances of their situation to Bubmit to the alternative of paying pretty 
heavily for the expenses of a delegate to the Grand Chapter, or of depriving them- 
selves of their proper voice in the counsels of the craft and of all participation in the 
pleasures and benefits of the Annual Convocation. 

The best motives and kindest feelings seem to have prevailed among all who were 
directly interested in the formation of this Grand Chapter. No cause of offense was 
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given to the Grand Chapter of Virginia, but an honnest, manly, straightforward me- 
morial was sent to that Grand Body setting forth the facts, and its fall and free con- 
sent was obtained. 

Accordingly a Convention was held in the city of Wheeling, on the 16th day of 
November, 1871, five Chapters being represented, when the Grand Chapter of West 
Virginia was organized in due form by the election of the M.\ E.\ Thomas H. Logan, 
Grand High Priest, the R.\E.\ Frank Bex, Grand King, the R.\E.\ Llewel- 
lyn A. I.uce, Grand Scribe, the R.\ E.\ Elijah Day, Grand Treasurer, and the 
R \ E.\ Odell 8. Long, Grand Secretary. 

The Convention then adjourned, and the First Grand Convocation of the Grand 
Chapter was held on the same day, the Af.\ E,\ Thob. H. Logan, Grand High Priest, 
presiding, the R.\ E.\ Odell S. Long being Grand Secretary. The newly-elected 
Grand 0 facers were then installed by the M.\ E.\ Jobs P. Little, Grand High 
Priest of the Grand*Chapter of Virginia, who, after the ceremony, delivered an elo- 
quent and able address, in which he gave the companions much good counsel and 
advice, and some that was not bo good. We object to the following, and hope the 
new Grand Chapter will see it in a different light : — 

One thing I warn you against, and that is the seductive influences which may in 
duce you to become a member of the General Grand Chapter, fot this will be to give 
up in part at least your sovereignty. It will divide your powers, interfere with your 
work by depriving you of the Council degrees, and render you a subordinate body. 

We congratulate our companions of West Virginia upon the favorable auspices 
under which their efforts to organize a Grand Chapter have been consummated, and 
we doubt not that every Grand Chapter will at once extend to them a fraternal re- 
cognition. 

WISCONSIN. 

The Ahnnal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Wisconsin was held in the city 
of Milwaukee, commencing on Tuesday, the sixteenth day of January, 1872,— the 
M.\ E\ Joseph Yates, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Willlax T. Pal- 
mer being Grand Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good Address, but confined entirely to matters 
of local interest and importance. The following resolution was adopted 

Resolved, That voluntary non-affiliating in a Lodge, of over one year’s continu- 
ance shall subject the companion to suspension from the Chapter, and his status 
during the further continuance of such non-affiliation with a Lodge, shall be that of a 
companion suspended for non-payment of dues, and his restoration affected by again 
becoming affiliated. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. J, P. C. Cotrill. It is 
one of the most readable reports which has been placed in our hands. He carefully 
reviews the proceedings of thirty-five Grand Chapters, and those of the General 
Grand Chapter— being all, he says, with whom they are in correspondence, save 
Arkansas and Texas. California for 1871 receives her full share of notice. He says 
of os: — 

All the business of this Grand Chapter appears to have been promptly and effi- 
ciently done, except that we notice an ominous silence both as to the Grand Treasurer 
and Grand Chapter funds. All the names of the companions, whenever mentioned, 
are given in full. This practice would be quickly abolished if they were all “ given 
in baptism ” as many names as the writer was. 

We would not allude to the first sentence of the above except to correct an evi- 
dent misapprehension of facts on the part of the writer. Our worthy Grand Treasurer 
was in no wise responsible for the “ ominous silence ” alluded to. He alludes, in com- 
plimentary terms, to the report of our predecessor, and his comments on the following 
suit us exactly : — 

He is surprised at the action of Alabama in 1869, In repealing their edict that a 
M. M., suspended for non-payment of dues shall stand suspended as a R. A. M. ; and 
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thus pertinently and forcibly observes: “Not one of the. members of the Grand 
Chapter, as Master Masons, could hold Masonic intercourse with a Master Mason 
suspended for any cause. If one of them presided over a Lodge of Masons, and 
a member suspended for non-payment of dues applied for admission, he would un- 
doubtedly refuse the application ; and we cannot understand how a R. A. Mason can 
sit in a Chapter with a companion whom he knew he could not sit with in a Lodge.” 

In commenting upon the above, he writes what Goctlkt calls “ words with the 
bark on 

The solution of this question seems clear enough. A Master Mason oannot hold 
Masonic intercourse with one who has been suspended or expelled, while under such 
sentence ; if he cannot, a R. A. Mason oannot. It is immaterial why the suspension 
was made ; the tact of suspension only can be regarded. In this jurisdiction a sus- 
pended M. M. cannot be admitted to a Chapter, nor can any companion hold Masonic 
intercourse with him. Non-payment of aues may be, and probably is, a smaU of- 
fence ; but as it grows to smallness, it intensifies in meanness ; and as it becomes 
intensely mean it also becomes egregiously unmasonic. Of course we mean here 
those who can, and will not pay. Let the dead-beats be weedea out, in all depart- 
ments and by all lawful means. 

We would gladly notice many good things in this most interesting report, but our 
copy must be in the printer’s hands to-morrow, or rather to-day ; for as Corson says, 
the chickens are about calling from refreshment to labor — and we long to retire to 
the “ arms of Morpheus.” 


CONCLUSION. 

Thus we conclude our imperfect report of the transactions of the Royal Craft for 
another year. We have sought to lay before our companions those matters which 
we judged would be most interesting to them, and while we have endeavored to give 
the views of others rather than to express our own, we have not hesitated to com- 
ment freely upon the various decisions and constructions of Masonic law as they have 
passed in review before us. We congratulate our companions upon the prosperous 
condition of Royal Arch Masonry throughout the length and breadth of our land ; 
from all quartan come to us the glad tidings of peace and prosperity ; among all the 
Grand jurisdictions of our country there is perfect harmony ; differences of opinion 
exist, it is true, but those differences are discussed in a spirit most kindly and forbear- 
ing, and we feel rejoiced to say, as we close our labor for the year, that in all the 
mass of Masonic literature that we have read and enjoyed in compiling this report, 
not one unkind or unmasonic word or expression is to be found ; all seem to be ani- 
mated by a desire to promote the general welfare of the Order, and to inculcate the 
true spirit of Masonry. 

We desire to return our sincere thanks to our brother reporters who have so 
kindly noticed our first appearance in their ranks, and we hope our second effort may 
be as well received. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

For the Committee. 


Which report was ordered to be printed with the proceedings. 

On motion of Oomp. Isaacs, the Grand Lecturer was requested to 
exemplify the work in the Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master’s 
degrees this evening at half-past seven o’clock. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until two o’clock this 
afternoon. 
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§11 tend Chapter. 


Afternoon Session, 

Tuesday , April 8, A. I. 2403. 


The Grand Chapter was called on at two o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 


The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following committees : — 


On Finances : 

Comp. Hiram Throop Graves, 

44 Henry Sayre Orme, 

“ Alex. Hopkins Hicbborn, 
44 George Heirn Gilbert, 

44 Thomas Callow. 

On Charters : 

Comp. John William Harvflle, 

44 James Henry Hoadley, 

44 Richard Mnnt, 

“ John Ambrose Seely, 

44 Elias Anderson. 

On By-Laws : 

Comp. Theodore Edward Smith, 
44 John Riggs Crandall, 

“ John Ambrose Seely, 

44 Henry Hay Knapp, 

44 Elias Anderson. 


On Returns : 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, 

44 William Thompson Lnther, 
44 Melvin Syms Gardner, 

41 Adoniram Jndson Loomis, 
44 James Martin Rodgers. 

On Grievances : 

Comp. William Abraham Davies, 
44 Charles Lewis Pond, 

44 Benjamin Franklin Myres, 
44 John Storer McBride, 

44 George Tattle GrimeB. 

On Payment of Delegates : 

Comp. Alvin Bacon Preston, 

44 Wiley James Tinnin, 

44 Alfred Coolidge Waitt, 

44 Ambrose Hall Cowden, 

44 William Xanroe Petrie. 


The Graud High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing named companions to fill vacancies in the Committee ' on Juris- 
prudence : — 

Comp. Thomas Hnbbard Caswell, 

44 William Abraham Davies, 

44 John William HarviUe. 


The Grand Secretary presented his Annual Report, as follows : — 

To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

The undersigned respectfully submits the following report of the transactions of 
the Grand Secretary’s office daring the year ending Janaary Slst, 1873. 
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As soon as possible after the close of the last Annual Convocation, the proceed- 
ings thereat were printed and the usual number of copies was distributed to the 
Chapters, to the Grand and Past Grand Officers, and transmitted to all the Grand 
Chapters with which we are in communication. 

By order of the Grand High Priest, dispensations were issued for the formation 
of three new Chapters, viz : October 24, 1872, to Mount Carmel Chapter, at Rough 
and Ready, Siskiyou County ; March thirteenth, to Santa Rosa Chapter, at Santa 
Rosa, Sonoma County; and March twenty-fifth, to Woodland Chapter, at Woodland, 
Yolo County. Visalia Chapter having failed to send their records and dispensation 
to the Grand Secretary in time for the last Annual Convocation, owing to a misunder- 
standing oo the part of the officers of said Chapter with regard to the time of hold- 
ing the Annual Convocation, the dispensation was, by order of the Grand Chapter, 
continued for one year. The petitions for these dispensations, with the accompany- 
ing papers required by the Constitution, the record books, by-laws, and returned 
dispensations of Vis ilia, Santa Rosa, and Woodland Chapters, together with the 
petitions for their perpetuation by charter, are herewith submitted. The undersigned 
is informed by the High Priest of Mount Carmel Chapter that, owing to various 
oauses, that Chapter has not yet been organized, and they respectfully ask that their 
dispensation be continued for another year. 

The following special dispensations have been issued by order of the Grand High 
Priest, viz : July Uth, 1872, to Temple Chapter, No. 41, to elect a High Priest ; Sep- 
tember 27th, 1872, to Solano Chapter, No. 43, to re-ballot on the petition of Repel 
D. Robbins ; October 14th, 1872, to Donner Chapter, No. 39, to re-ballot on the pe- 
tition of C. P. Glashan ; January 2lst, 1873, to Santa Cruz Chapter, No. 38, to elect 
officers ; and six special dispensations to Woodland Chapter, U. D., to ballot upon 
petitions for degrees without reference to a committee. 

On the tenth day of May, 1872, the undersigned was authorized by the Mr. E.\ 
Grand High Priest to constitute Solano Chapter and install its officers, but owing to 
sundry causes the ceremony was postponed until the eighteenth day of Deoember, 
when he visited the Chapter, constituted it inform, and installed its officers. Quincy 
Chapter, No. 32, having failed to make their returns to this Grand Body for two 
years, the members thereof were summoned by the Grand High Priest to attend a 
meeting to be held at Quincy on the first day of June, 1872, for the purpose of elect- 
ing and installing their officers. Comp. Charles P. Lott was authorized to preside 
at said meeting, and to install the officers elect. He performed the duty assigned him, 
and made due report of his acts to the Grand Secretary. Quincy Chapter has, how- 
ever, again failed to make its returns to the Grand Chapter, and although the under- 
signed has twice written to the High Priest of said Chapter, no answer has been re- 
ceived. 

The proceedings for 1871 complete the third volume of the Grand Chapter pro- 
ceedings, and in order that the Chapters and those companions who desire to pre- 
serve full files of the proceedings may be supplied, one hundred copies have been 
bound and are for sale at the price prescribed by the Grand Chapter. 

The following is a statement of the financial transactions of the Grand Secretary’s 
office for the past year 
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The Grand Secretary in account with the Grand Chapter of Calif omia, for the year 
ending January 31st, 1873. 

RECEIPTS. 


San Francisco Chapter, No. 1, dues in full to Jan. 31st, 1873 

$286 00 

Sonora 

II 

“ 2, 

44 

44 44 

*4 

100 00 

M 

“ 

44 2, 

44 

44 Jan. Slat, 1872, 

118 00 

Sacramento 

a 

“ 3, 

44 

44 Jan. 31st 

1873, 

319 00 

California 

ll 

“ 5, 

44 

44 44 

44 

496 00 

Nevada 

n 

“ 6, 

44 

44 44 


117 00 

Shasta 

44 

“ 9, 

44 

4 4 4* 

44 

94 00 

Sutter 

n 

“ 11, 

44 

II II 


141 00 

Calaveras 

a 

“ 12, 

44 

44 44 


72 00 

Washington 

II 

“ 13, 

• 4 

II II 


245 00 

Howard 

«< 

" U, 

44 

44 4 4 

44 


Cyrus 

II 

“ 15, 

44 

.4 44 

44 

73 00 

Saint James 

<< 

44 16, 

44 

44 44 


72 00 

Libanus 

II 

44 17, 

44 

44 4 4 

44 

56 00 

Grass Valley 

II 

41 18, 

44 

44 44 



Trinity 

44 

“ 19, 

44 

44 44 


36 00 

Franklin 

ll 

44 20, 

44 

44 44 


81 00 

Sierra 

n 

44 21, 

44 

44 44 

44 

82 00 

Petaluma 

II 

44 22, 

44 

44 44 


135 00 

Oliver 

“ 

44 23, 

44 

44 44 

44 

70 00 

La Fayette 

<4 

44 24, 

44 

44 44 


41 00 

Georgetown 

14 

44 25, 

44 

44 44 

44 

84 00 

Delta 

44 

44 27, 

44 

44 44 


52 00 

Stockton 

44 

44 28, 

<4 

44 44 


177 00 

Mamanita 

44 

44 29, 

44 

44 4 4 



Napa 

44 

44 30, 

44 

44 44 


82 00 

Martinez 

44 

44 31, 

44 

44 44 



Los Angeles 

44 

44 33, 

44 

44 44 

44 

140 00 

Atturas 

44 

44 34, 

44 

44 44 



Naval 

44 

44 35, 

44 

44 4 4 



Alameda 

44 

44 36, 

44 

44 44 


198 00 

SUoam 

44 

44 37, 

44 

44 4 4 

44 


Santa Cruz 

44 

44 38, 

44 

44 4. 

44 

68 00 

Donner 

44 

44 39, 

44 

44 4 4 

44 


Red Bluff 

“ 

44 40, 

44 

44 44 

“ 

75 00 

Temple 

44 

44 41, 

44 

44 44 

44 


Chico 

44 

44 42, 

44 

44 44 

44 

157 00 

Solano 

44 

44 43, 

44 

44 44 

44 

76 00 

Visalia 

44 

U. D., 

44 

44 Jan. 31st, 1872 


u 

44 

U. D., 

44 

44 Jan. 31st, 1873 


Solano 

44 

No. 43, fee for charter, 



Santa Rosa 

44 

U. D., fee for dispensation,.. . 



Woodland 

44 

U. D., fee for dispensation,. . . 



i« 

14 

U. D., does in fall to April 1st, 1873 

56 00 

Mount Carmel 

44 

U. D., fee for dispensation,. . . 



Received for seventeen diplomas,. 




34 00 

Received for eight bound volumes, 





Received for ten special dispensations, 

Making a total of. 



45371 00 
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All which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, as per his receipt herewith 
submitted. The books and Touchers for orders drawn upon the Grand Treasurer, 
and papers of the Grand Secretary’s office, are herewith submitted for examination. 
All which is respectfully submitted/ 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary . 

Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 


The Grand Treasurer presented his Annual Report, as follows : — 


The Grand treasurer in account with the Grand Chapter of California* 
1872. PR 

April 9. To balance in treasury this date, $3697 04 


1873. 

April 8. Te cash received from Grand Secretary, 6371 00 $9068 04 

1872. CR. 

April 10. Paid delegates in attendance at the Annual Convocation, 

as per pay roll, 883 00 

44 10. 44 Grand Officers in attendance at Annual Convoca- 
tion, as per pay roll, 78 00 

“ 15. “ Thomas Price Johnson, dispensation fee of Visalia 

Chapter, returned by order of the Grand Chap- 
ter, as per voucher No. 1 90 00 

44 16. “ M. De La Bar, fitting room for records, as per 

voucher No. 2, 20 00 

44 30. 44 Ira C. Root, Grand Guard, services, as per voucher 

No. 3 35 00 

" 30. 41 Wm. E. Moody, services as accountant, etc., as per 

voucher No. 4, 300 00 

44 30. 44 Masonic Hall Association, rent to Dec. 31st, 1872, 

as per voucher No. 6 300 00 

May 4. 14 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

April, 1872, as per voucher No. 6, 100 00 

June 13. 44 A. L. Bancroft A Co., stationery, as per voucher 

No. 7 11 25 

44 13. 44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

May, as per voucher No. 8, 100 00 

July 1. 44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

June, as per voucher No. 9 100 00 

44 10. 44 Frank Eastman, printing, as per voucher No. 10, . . 674 00 

Aug. 1. 44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

July, as per voucher No. 11, 100 00 

Sept. 3. 44 Cnarles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

August, as per voucher No. 12, 100 00 

44 14. 44 Alex. G. Abell, parchment, as per voucher No. 13,. 33 60 

44 18. 44 Alta California, advertising, as per voucher No. 14,. 15 00 

Oct. 1. 44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

September, as per voucher No. 15, 100 00 

Nov. 1. 41 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

October, as per voucher No. 16, 100 00 

Dec. 4. 44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

November, as per voucher No. 17, 100 00 


Amount carried forward,. 


$3239 85 $9068 04 
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Amount brought forward, $3239 85 $9068 04 

Dec. 25. Paid S. W. Shaw, painting portrait of Past Grand High 


Priest James L. English, as per voucher No. 18, 75 00 

1873. 

Jan. 1, “ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

December, 1872, as per voucher No. 19, 100 00 

“ 10, “ Frank Eastman, printing, as per voucher No. 20,. . 54 50 

Feb. 1. “ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

January, 1873, as per voucher No. 21, 100 00 

“ 2. “ J. B. McIntyre, binding proceedings, as per voucher 

No. 22 103 00 

Mar. 1. “ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

February, 1873, as per voucher No. 23, 100 00 

“ 31. “ Dues to General Grand Chapter, as per voucher 

No. 24, i 20 13 

April 1. “ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

March, 1873, as per voucher No. 25, 100 00 

u 4. “ Expenses of Grand Secretary’s office, as per voucher 

No. 26, 35 00 


$3927 48 

April 8. Balance in treasury this date 5140 56 

$9068 04 

1873. 

April 8. To balance, $5140 56 


I have also received from the Grand Secretary, and have in charge, certificate 
No. 548, for one hundred and fifty (150) shares of the stock of the Masonic Hall As- 
sociation. 

All which is respectfhlly submitted. 

JOSEPH B. SCOTCHLER, 

Grand Treasurer. 


Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

Comp. WmiiiAM Abraham 'Davies, from the special committee to 
whom was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest, presented 
the following report : — 

To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter'of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the Address of the M.\ B.\ Grand High 
Priest, in the performance of their duties have examined the very interesting address 
presented by that officer, and submit their views to the Grand Chapter. 

First. We congratulate the Grand Chapter upon its nineteenth assemblage in 
fall health and vigor ; and with oar congratulations for its past prosperity we ex- 
press the fervent hope that its crowning glories are reserved for its future years. 

Second. We find, upon an examination of the official acts of our executive head, 
that he has faithfally performed the duties of his high offiee, and that, in the dis- 
charge of those duties, he has been governed by a wise discretion, always having 
in view the honor and reputation of Royal Arch Masonry. We say to you, compan- 
ions, that during your recess he has represented you faithfully and well. 

In the appointment of Comp. Thomas H. Caswell as Grand Lecturer, he has met 
the want of the new Chapters acceptably and as it could not have been met by any 
other appointment In the constitution of new Chapters, in the issuing of dispensa- 
tions, he has observed the law and the requirements of our Constitution. 
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In the matter of the disqualification of the High PrieBt of Temple Chapter, No. 
41 t we indorse his action to the fullest extent. Your committee would have no High 
Priest upon our roll who is neither a member of, nor contributing to the support of a 
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons ; for, while tracing our genealogy, we are 
especially desirous that the ancient and honorable Fraternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons be not forgotten— from whose honored ranks we are proud to have sprung 
and upon whose broad base we plant the columns of the Holy Royal Arch. 

In regard to the recommendation of our M.\ Er. Companion concerning the 
salary of the Grand Lecturer and his being required to visit the Chapters at least once 
in each year, we only say we heartily concur in the expressed wish ; but believing 
that this, with all other matters pertaining to work and its teaching, is properly in 
the hands of another committee appointed at the last Aunual Session (see page 91, 
Procs. last year), we refrain from making any recommendations upon the subject. 

We therefore recommend that so much of the Address as refers to the issuance of 
dispensations and the constitution of Chapters be referred to the Committee on Char- 
ters; 

And so much as refers to the disqualification of the High Priest of Temple Chapter, 
No. 41, and the action of the Grand High Priest thereon, bo referred to the Committee 
on Jurisprudence ; 

To the Committee on By-Laws, so much as relates to sundry amendments of By- 
Laws of various Chapters ; 

And so much as refers to finance be referred to the Committee on Finance. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. A. Davies, ) 

Hknkt Hay Knapp, V Committee. 

A. J. Loomis, ) 

Which report was concurred in. 

The Grand Secretary presented the petition of Oliveb Bates 
Westoott, heretofore suspended for non-payment of dues by El Dorado 
Chapter, No. 4, now extinct, praying for restoration, and, on motion, 
his dues were remitted, and he was restored to all the rights and 
privileges of Royal Arch Masonry. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until this evening at 7£ 
o’clock. 


f n tend (Chapter. 

Evening Session, I 

Tuesday , April 8th, A. I. 2403. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at 7} o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The work and lectures in the Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Mas- 
ters’ degrees were exemplified by the Grand Lecturer. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until to-morrow morning 
at 10 o’clock. 
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|« tend (Shatter. 


Morning Session, ) 

Wednesday , April 9/ A, A. I. 2403. j 

The Grand Chapter was called on at 10 o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the sessions of yesterday afternoon and evening were 
read and approved. 

Comp. John W. Harville, from the Committee on Charters, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Charters, to whom were referred the record books of Visalia , 
Santa Rosa, and Woodland Chapters, U. I)., together with the petitions for their 
perpetuation by charters, have carefully examined the records of said Chapters and 
find them kept in strict accordance with the requirements of the Constitution. 

The petitioners having fully complied with the law and regulations, we respect- 
fully submit the following resolutions and recommvnd their adoption 

Resolved, That charters be granted to Visalia Chapter, at Yisalia, Tulare county, 
Santa Rosa Chapter, at Santa Rosa, Sonoma county, and Woodland Chapter, at 
Woodland, Yolo county, and that they be numbered in accordance with the date of 
their dispensations. 

Resolved , That the dispensation to Mount Carmel Chapter, at Rough and Ready, 
Siskiyou county, be continued until the next Annual Convocation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


John W. Harville, 
James H. Hoadlet, 
Richard Mcnt, 

John Ambrose Seely, 
Elias Anderson, 


Committee. 


Which report was received and concurred in, and the resolutions 
accompanying it were adopted. 

Oomp. Theodore E. Smith, from the Committee on By-Laws, pre- 
sented the following report : — 


To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom were referred the amendments to the By-Laws of Cali- 
fornia Chapter, No. 5, Washington Chapter, No. 13, Martinez Chapter, No. 31, Naval 
Chapter, No. 35, Temple Chapter, No. 41, Chico Chapter, No. 42, and Salinas Chap- 
ter, No. 43, approved by the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest, respectfully report that 
they have examined the same and find they relate principally to fees and dues ; that 
all conform to the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, and would recommend that 


they be approved. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Theodore E. 8mith, 
John Riggs Crandall, 
John Ambrose Seely, 
Henry Bay Knapp, 
Elias Anderson, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in. 
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Comp. Charles L. Wigoin, from the Committee on Returns, pre- 
sented the following report : — 


It) the Jf.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

The undersigned respectfully report that returns from the following Chapters 
have been received, that they are in all respects correct, and in most instances well 
and carefully prepared, and that the dnes of each are as set opposite their respective 


names : — 


San Francisco , No 

• 1,. 

Gen. Rep. 

Fund. Fund. Total. 

.$179 $107 $286 

Georgetown, 

No. 25, 

U* 

Rep. 

Fund. Total. 

$38 $84 

Sonora , 

(i 

2.. 

.. 60 

50 

100 

Oakland, 

44 26, 

. 86 

61 

147 

Sacramento, 

it 

3,. 

. 182 

137 

319 

Delta, 

44 27, 

. 30 

22 

52 

California , 

it 

5,. 

. 275 

221 

496 

Stockton, 

44 28, 

. 98 

79 

177 

Nevada, 

“ 

6,. 

. 64 

63 

117 

Manzanita , 

41 29, 

. 79 

53 

132 

Benicia, 

it 

7.. 

. 28 

28 

56 

Napa, 

44 30, 

. 46 

36 

82 

Shasta, 

“ 

9,. 

. 47 

47 

94 

Martinez , 

44 31,. 

. 33 

32 

65 

Sutter , 

41 

11,. 

. 82 

57 

141 

Los Angeles , 

44 33, 

. 77 

63 

140 

Calaveras , 

it 

12,. 

. 40 

32 

72 

AUuras , 

44 34, 

. 44 

31 

75 

Washington , 


13,. 

. 148 

99 

245 

Naval, 

44 35, 

. 73 

61 

134 

Howard , 

44 

14,. 

. 105 

75 

180 

Alameda, 

44 36,. 

. 127 

71 

198 

Cyrus, 

<4 

15,. 

. 37 

36 

73 

Siloam, 

44 37,. 

. 34 

30 

64 

Saint James , 

44 

16,. 

. 38 

34 

72 

Santa Cruz, 

44 38,. 

. 38 

30 

68 

Libanus , 

44 

17,. 

. 29 

27 

56 

Donner, 

44 39,. 

. 89 

44 

133 

Grass Valley, 


18,. 

. 102 

68 

170 

Red Bluff, 

44 40,. 

. 45 

30 

75 

Trinity, 


19,. 

. 18 

18 

36 

Temple, 

“ 41,. 

. 65 

35 

100 

Franklin, 

44 

20,. 

. 46 

35 

81 

Chico, 

44 42, 

.. 104 

53 

157 

Sierra, 

44 

21,. 

. 44 

38 

82 

Solano, 

U. D. 

,. 47 

29 

76 

Petaluma, 

44 

22,. 

. 85 

50 

135 

Visalia, 

44 

.. 41 

25 

66 

Oliver , 

(4 

23,. 

. 35 

35 

70 

Santa Rosa, 

44 

. 16 

16 

32 

La Fayette, 

“ 

24,. 

. 24 

17 

41 

Woodland, 

it 

.. 40 

16 

56 


Making a total of .$2916 $2119 $5005 

Your committee present the following statement, showing the comparative mem- 
bership of the Chapters in existence : — 

Of those having two hundred members or more, there is bnt one, viz : No. 5. 

Of those having one hundred, and less than one hundred and fifty, there are two, 


viz : Nos. 1 and 3. 

Of those having seventy-five, and less than one hundred, there are three, viz: 
Nob. 13, 14, and 28. 

Of those having fifty, and less than Beventy-flve, there are ten, viz : Nos. 2, 6, 11, 
18. 22, 26, 29, 33, 36, and 42. 

Of those having thirty, and less than fifty, there are sixteeu, viz : Nos. 9, 12, 15, 
16, 20, 21, 23 , 25, 30, 31, 34, 37, 38, 39, 40, and 41. 

Of those having twenty, and less than thirty, there are five, viz: Nos. 7, 17, 27, 
43, and Visalia, U. D. 

Of those having fifteen, and less than twenty, there are two, viz : Nos. 19 and 24. 
Five Chapters, being Nos. 2, 7, 9, 15, and 23, have conferred no degrees during 


the year. 

One Chapter, No. 17, has conferred bnt two degrees during the year. 
One Chapter, No. 16, has conferred bnt four degrees during the year. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLE8 Lours WlGGIN, 
William Thompson Luther, 
Melvin Syms Gardner, 
Adoniram Judson Loomis, 
James Martin ^dgers, 

Which report was concurred in. 


Committee. 
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The Grand Secretary presented the credentials of Comp. Geobob 
Tuttle Grimes as representative of the Grand Chapter of the State 
of Mississippi; and, on motion, Comp. Gbimes was received and 
accredited in that capacity. 

The Grand Secretary presented the credentials of Comp. Chabuss 
Mabsh, P. G. H. P., as representative of the Grand Chapter of the 
State of Maine ; and, on motion, Comp. Mabsh was received and 
accredited in that capacity. 

On motion of Comp. Wm. A. Davies, the election of Grand Officers 
was made the special order for two o'clock this afternoon. 

Comp. Charles Mabsh, from the Committee on Uniformity of 
Work, made a verbal report. 

The Grand Secretary presented the following circular relative to 
the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia and the Grand Chapter of Scotland : — 

CIRCULAR. 

Grand Rotal Arch Chapter op Nova Scotia, ) 
Halifax, N. S., Jane 18th, 1872. j 

At a meeting of the Committee of General Purposes of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Nova Scotia, held on the 17th instant, to consider a report from the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, declining to recognize oar Supreme Grand Body : 
it was thought that as the reasons advanced for non-recognition were of such a frivo- 
lous and unsubstantial nature, a reply would be superfluous. 

The committee therefore contented themselves with ordering that the document 
itself be published together with the resolutions passed by them, all of which are 
hereto appended. 


“Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter op Scotland, 

“ SCRIBES CHAMBERS, 3 NORTH 8T. DAVID STREET, 

*' Edinburgh, 1st June, 1872 

“Dear Sir and Companion, 




“ I duly received your letter of 19<A December last. It reached me just after a 
Quarterly Communication of the Supreme Chapter, and therefore 1 could not bring it 
before that Body till the next Quarterly Communication. A report upon the matter 
referred to in^your letter was given in and adopted at next meeting of Supreme 
Chapter, and which report you will find printed at page 77 of the Supreme Chapter 
Reporter, a copy of which is sent herewith. I delayed replying to your letter until 1 
could get a copy Reporter to send you, but the printing has been most unaccountably 
delayed. I had a proof in print on 23d March last, but owing to some Chapters 
delaying to send returns, ana from other causes, I only got the copies this week. I 
now lose no time in sending you copy from which you will observe the Supreme 
Chapter is not prepared to countenance the movement in Nova Scotia to establish an 
independent Grand Chapter by three subordinate Chapters. I am 
“ Dear Sir and Comp., 

“ Yours truly and fraternally, 

“ L. MACKERSY, <?. 8. R 

“ Jambs Gossip, Esq., 

*• Halifax, Nova Scotia.” 


“ Extract Prom Proceedings of Grand Chapter of Scotland. 

“ REPORT by the Supreme Committee on Communication from the Nova Scotia 
craving recognition there of a Body styling itself the Grand Chapter of Nova 
Scotia. 

“ In December. 1869, the Supreme Chapter on considering a report of the com- 
mittee relative to the formation of this Body, unanimously resolved that no counte- 
nance be given to it. The report of the committee on which this resolution pro- 
ceeded, narrated the fact that there were only five Chapters in Nova Scotia, and that 
of these only three had joined in the movement 
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“ By letter dated 19th December, 1871, a request for recognition by the Supreme 
Chapter is made, and a printed copy of the proceedings of the * Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia, 1870-71,’ is sent for the Information of the Su- 
preme Chapter. 

"From this last mentioned document, it appears that there are three Chapters on 
roll ot the ‘ Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Nova Scotia.’ That the total 
number of members of Chapters holding of it is 136. That daring last year the num- 
ber admitted was 30, and that the balance at the credit of the 4 Grand Chapter,’ iB 
$146 46, or in English money £30 la. lid. 

“ In these circumstances the committee cannot recommend recognition. To rec- 
ognize as a Grand Chapter a Body having fewer members, fewer admissions during 
the year, and less funds at its credit, than each of several subordinate Chapters hold- 
ing of the Supreme Chapter, which could be named, appears to yonr committee to be 
making a burlesque of Grand Chapters, and has a manifest ten lency to lower the 
dignity and impair the efficiency of Grand Chapters in general. Moreover the Chap- 
ters holding of the Supreme Chapter of Nova Scotia do not desire such recognition to 
be accorded, and the committee think it would be most inexpedient to give any coun- 
tenance to the body now seeking recognition. 

u WILLIAM HAY, Chairman, 

{A true copy.] “ L. MACKER8Y, 0 . S. B.” 

On motion, the following resolutions were adopted unanimously : — 

Whehbas, By the report hereto annexed of the committee appointed by the Grand 
Chapter of Scotland to consider the request of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia for 
recognition of their supremacy in this jurisdiction, it appears that the said Grand 
Chapter of Scotland finally declines the recognition demanded. 

Be U Resolved, That this Grand Chapter having made every effort for the past 
three years to effect a complete union of all the Chapters of this Province, and hav- 
ing failed, now think it time that the spirit of onr Constitution should be adhered to, 
and our Supreme Authority over Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction positively 
asserted. We do therefore now declare and proclaim the Union Chapter, No. 108, 
Yarmouth, and St. John Chapter, 130, Pictou, both in this Province, and holding 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, as irregular ; and further, 
that the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia forbids its subordinate Chapters holding any 
Masonic intercourse as Royal Arch Masons with said irregular Chapters, until such 
time as this edict is revoked. 

Further Resolved, That a copy of this circular be forwarded to all Chapters in this 
jurisdiction, and to all the Grand Chapters in the world. 

JAMES GOSSIP, 

Grand Secretary O. C. of Nova Scotia. 

The statistics as to the number of Chapters under the Grand Chapter of Nova 
Scotia, and the number of members, as presented by the Grand Chapter of Scotland, 
is incorrect. We had five chartered Chapters and nearly 200 actual members at the 
close of onr last year. J. G. 

Which was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. 

Comp. Hiram T. Graves, from the Committee on Finances, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

7b the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Finances respectfully report that they have examined the 
books and accounts of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, carefblly com- 
paring the returns, vouchers, etc., with their reports, and find the same in all respects 
correct. 

The receipts for the year ending April 8th, 1873, have been as follows : — 


Balance in hands of Treasurer at date of last report, $3697 04 

Dues from subordinate Chapters, 4996 00 

Dispensations to new Chapters, 225 00 

Special dispensations, 50 00 

Fee for charter to Solano Chapter, No. 43 50 00 

From seventeen diplomas issued, 34 00 

For eight bound volumes proceedings Grand Chapter, 16 00 


Total, $9068 04 

Which has been expended as follows 
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For expenses of delegates at Annual Convocation, 1872, $883 00 

Expenses of Grand Officers, 1872, 78 00 

Grand Guard, 35 00 

Printing proceedings, 674 00 

Binding proceedings 103 00 

Dispensation fee returned to Visalia Chapter, 90 00 

Fitting room for records, etc., Grand Chapter 20 00 

To Comp. Moody, compensation as per order of the Grand Chapter, 300 00 

Masonic Hall Association for rent, 300 00 

Expenses Grand Secretary’s office, 79 85 

Advertising, 15 00 

For portrait Past Grand High Priest James L. English, 75 00 

Printing, 54 50 

Dues to General Grand Chapter, 20 13 

8alary of Grand Secretary,. 1200 00 


Total, $3927 48 

Leaving balance in the treasury, 5140 56 


$9068 04 

Your committee would recommend that the following appropriations be made for 


the expenses of the current year 

For printing proceedings Grand Chapter, $500 00 

For expenses delegates and Grand Officers, 1200 00 

For salary of the Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

For rent of Grand Secretary’s office, 300 00 

For compensation Grand Guard, 25 00 

For expenses Grand Secretary’s office, 50 00 


, $3275 00- 

Your committee find that the revenue to the Grand Chapter derived from the as- 
sessment of one dollar for each member borne upon the rolls of the several subord- 
inate Chapters, as per general regulation No. 6, for what is known as the “ Repre- 
sentative Fund,” is at least double the amount required for that purpose, and would 
therefore recommend that the assessment be reduced from one dollar to fifty cents. 

With regard to that portion of the Annual Address of the Grand Jligh Priest 
which was referred to this committee, recommending a salary to the Grand Lecturer, 
we are of the opinion that the revenues of the Grand Chapter are not snfficient to 
warrant the payment of a salary At all adequate to the labor which is needed to be 
performed in order to insure that uniformity of work which it is sought to establish. 
We would however recommend that the subject matter be referred to a special com- 
mittee of three, whose duty it shall be to prepare a plan similar to that adopted by 
the Grand Lodge, fixing a salary for the Grand Lecturer, the appointment by the 
Grand High Priest of a sufficient number of deputies, dividing the jurisdiction into 
districts, and making it compulsory upon subordinate Chapters to adopt the uniform- 
ity of work prescribed, and to report the same at the next Annoal Convocation of 
the Grand Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


7 


Hiram Throop Graves, 
Henry Sayre Ormb, 
George Heirn Gilbert, 
Alrx. Hopkins Hichborne, 
Thomas Callow, 


Committee. 
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Which report was concurred in, and that portion relative to work 
was referred to the Special Committee on Uniformity of Work. 

On motion of Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, it was unanimously 
ordered that the retiring Grand High Priest, the Mr. E.\ Jacob 
Hart Nepp, be requested to sit for his portrait, and the Grand Secre- 
tary be instructed to have it suitably framed and placed among the 
other portraits in the gallery of the Grand Chapter. 

Comp. John Kirkpatrick offered the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That the dues of Comp. George W. Babcock, late a member of Forest 
Chapter, (now extinct) be remitted, and a dimft granted him by the Grand Chapter. 

Which resolution was not adopted. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin offered the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That upon a proper application being made to the Grand Chapter by 
Comp. George W. Babcock, and upon the payment of such dues as he may be able to 
pay, he be restored to all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry, and the 
Grand Secretary be instructed to issue to him a dimit. 

On motion of Comp. William A. Davies, action on the foregoing 
resolution was postponed until the next Annual Convocation. 

On motion of Comp. William A. Davies, the delegates in attend- 
ance were allowed three dollars each ger day during the Convocation 
of the Grand Chapter, and all who were absent on the first day were 
excused. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin presented the following question: — 

Does the restoration of a member of a Lodge, after suspension, restore him in 
the Chapter? 

Which was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until 1 o’clock this after- 
noon. 


ftt tend Chapter. 

Afternoon Session, ) 

Wednesday, April 9th , A. I. 2403. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at 1 o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 
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Comp. Alvin Bacon Pbeston, from the special committee to andit 
the accounts of delegates, presented the following report : — 

To the Mr. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the apportionment of the Representative 
Fond, have performed the doty assigned them, and recommend that the following 
amounts be allowed the delegates of the Chapters represented 


San Francisco, No.l, 

....$ 6 00 

Oakland, 

No. 26, 

. 6 30 

Sonora, 

" 2 

. . . . 29 00 

Delta, 

44 27 

. 23 00 

Sacramento, 

“ 3, 

. . . . 16 00 

Manzanita , 

44 29 

. 33 00 

California, 

“ 5 

.... 600 

Napa, 

“ 30, 

. 11 00 

Nevada , 

44 6, 

.... 31 00 

Los Angeles , 

44 33, 

. 49 50 

Benicia, 

" 7, 

.... 9 00 

Alturas, 

“ 34, 

. 70 00 

Shasta , 

“ 9 

.... 44 00 

Naval, 

44 35, 

. 8 00 

Salter, 

44 11 

. . . . 27 00 

Alameda, 

44 36, 

. 6 30 

Washington , 

44 13, 

.... 23 00 

Siloam , 

44 37, 

. 23 00 

Howard , 

U, 

.... 11 00 

Santa Cruz, 

44 38 

. 16 00 

Saint James , 

44 16, 

.... 31 00 

Donner, 

44 39 

. 42 00 

Grass Valley, 

44 18, 

.... 31 00 

Red Bluff, 

44 40, 

. 27 50 

Trinity, 

44 19, 

.... 54 00 

Temple, 

“ 41, 

. 18 00 

Franklin, 

44 20 

. ... 24 00 

Chico , 

44 42 

. 29 00 

Sierra 

44 21, 

.... 58 00 

Solano, 

44 43 

. 16 00 

Petaluma, 

44 22, 

.... 8 00 

Visalia, 

U. D., 

. 61 00 

Oliver, 

44 23, 

.... 27 00 

Santa Rosa, 

<4 

. 14 00 

La Fayette, 
Georgetown , 

44 24, 

44 25, 

36 00 

32 00 

Woodland, 


.. 16 00 

$962 60 

And that the following amounts be allowed the Grand Officers in attendance 

• — 

Grand High Priest 

$21 00 

1 Grand King, . 


.$ 6 30 

Deputy Grand High Priest,. . . 

44 00 

1 Grand Lecturer, 

. 28 50 


All which is respectfully submitted. 

Alvin Bacon Preston, 
Wiley Jambs Tinnin, 
Alfred Coolidgk Waitt, 
Ambrose Hall Cowden, 
William Monroe Petrie, 


Committee. 


Comp. Thomas H. Caswell, from the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, presented the following reports : — 

To the M.\ E.‘. Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Mr. Er. Grand High 
Priest’s Address which relates to Quincy Chapter, No. 32, and that part of the Grand 
Secretary’s report referring to the same subject, having considered the same, beg 
leave to report — 

That all matters pertaining to said Chapter, as provided for by this Grand Chap- 
ter at its last Annual Convocation, have been disposed of, and the action recom- 
mended fully carried oat. But the report of the Grand Secretary shows that the 
Chapter in question has made no returns, and paid no dues to this Grand Chapter for 
three years last past. This seems to be in direct conflict with both the letter and 
spirit of the Constitution of onr Grand Body, and is such an act of disobedience as 
is provided against in the first subdivision of Sec. 2, of Article XVIII, and npon 
which, in the opinion of your committee, action should be taken. And from a state- 
ment made by a member of the said delinquent Chapter, we are more than satisfied 
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that the interests of Royal Arch Masonry wfll be promoted by the revocation of its 
charter— as in that event a new Chapter will probably be formed in a more thriving 
and populons settlement. We therefore submit the following resolution, and recom- 
mend its adoption : — 

Resolved, That the charter of Quincy Chapter, No, 32, be, and the same is hereby 
revoked. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Thomas H. Caswell, ) 

William 8. Wells, | 

William A. Davies, \ Committee. 

G bo kgb T. Grimes, 

John W. Harville, J 

Which report was concurred in, and the resolution accompanying 
it was adopted. 

2b the Jf.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Tour committee, to whom was referred the communication from the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Nova Scotia, beg leave to report that, having duly considered the 
same, we recommend that the consideration of the circular by this Grand Chapter 
be deferred until the next Annual Convocation, for the following reasons 

First. The question of the recognition of a Grand Body in conflict with a power 
occupying friendly relations with us, and claiming jurisdiction over it, deserves a 
careful examination ; and action should only be taken by us after serious considera- 
tion by a committee of this Grand Chapter, that our record in the matter may be 
consistent and serve as a precedent in future action ; and we therefore recommend 
that the circular herein referred to be submitted to the Committee on Jurisprudence 
to be appointed at this session, with instructions to report thereon at the next An- 
nual Convocation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Thomas H. Caswell, 1 
George T. Grimes, 1 
William S. Wells, [ Committee. 
William A. Davies, 

John W. Harville, J 

Comp. GhabiiES Louis Wiooin offered the following resolution as 
a substitute for the report of the committee : — 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter recognizes the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia 
as a legitimate Grand Body, and we extend to her a cordial and fraternal welcome 
among the Grand Bodies of the Royal Craft. 

Which resolution, after a lengthy discussion, was not adopted, and, 
on motion, the report of the committee was concurred in. 

2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Yonr committee have had under consideration the matter of the suspension of 
Royal Arch Masons, in Lodges of which they have been members, either for non- 
payment of dues or for any other cause, respectfully make this report, and recom- 
mend, for the purpose of communicating the facts authoritatively to the Chapters 
interested, the adoption of the following resolution : — 

Resolved, That upon the publication, by the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of California, of the lists of suspensions and expulsions, the Grand Secretary 
of this Grand Chapter be, and he is hereby directed to issue a circular to the Chap- 
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ten of this jurisdiction containing the names, with causes of suspension, of all Royal 
Arch Masons who are members of such Chapter. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


Thomab H. Caswell, 
Geo bob T. Grimes, 
William 8. Wells, 
William A. Davies, 
John W. Habvillb, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in, and the resolution accompanying 
it was adopted. 


Comp. Charles Marsh, from the special committee on uniformity 
of work, presented the following report : — 


To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, appointed at the last Annual Convocation on the Uniformity of 
Work, respectfully report that in the consideration of the subject they have arrived 
at tbe conclusion that the work as adopted by this Grand Chapter in 1865, and since 
practised by a great majority of the Chapters of this jurisdiction, is in all essentials 
consonant with the traditions and history of Royal Arch Masonry in the United States, 
and that a reasonably well skilled Royal Arch Mason of this jurisdiction can make 
himself known in any Chapter working under the so called American or English 
Rite. It is true that there are some minor differences which obtain in the several ju" 
risdictions of the country, but they are not of sufficient importance to disturb the 
universality of the Royal Craft throughout our country, as is illustrated by the reg- 
ularly occurring Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter since 1798. At 
the last Triennial Convocation in t&71, nearly every Grand Chapter in the United 
States was represented, and recognized as exponents of the American system of 
Royal Arch Masonry. 

Therefore your committee respectfully recommend that the work and lectures 
heretofore tanght in this jurisdiction, as adopted by this Grand Body in 1855, be con- 
tinued ; and, in accordance with the suggestion of the most excellent Grand High 
Priest on the subject of salary for the Grand Lecturer, we recommend that that 
officer be allowed the sum of one thousand dollars per year for his services, and that 
he be directed to visit and instruct, as far as practicable, each Chapter in the juris- 
diction during the year, and that each Chapter shall receive from him instruction in 
the work and lectures, and shall pay him his actual traveling and other expenses in- 
curred in making such visitation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

arsisr 


On motion of Comp. William T. Reynolds, the whole subject 
matter was referred back to the committee, with instructions to report 
at the next Annual Convocation. 


On motion, the sum of twenty-five dollars was ordered to be paid 
to the Grand Organist for services rendered at this Convocation. 

The hour for the special order — the election of Grand Officers — 
having arrived, the Grand High Priest appointed Comps. George 
Tuttle Grimes and William Abraham Davies as tellers. 
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The Grand Chapter then proceeded to ballot, with the following 
resnlt : — 

The M.\ E.\ William Abraham Davies was elected Grand High Priest ; 

“ R. m . E. m . Joseph Isaacs was elected Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

44 Hr . E.\ William Thomas Reynolds was elected Grand King ; 

44 R.\ E.\ William Alex. January was elected Grand Scribe ; 

44 R.‘. E\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler was reelected Grand Treasurer ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Celarles Louis Wiooin was reelected Grand Secretary ; 

44 K\ Henry Hay Knapp was elected Grand Captain of the Host ; 

4 4 E.\ Nathan Weston Spaulding was elected Grand Royal Arch Captain. 

The Grand High Priest announced the following appointments for 
the ensuing year, viz : as 

Grand Chaplain,. ..Comp. John Elliott Benton, of Alameda Chapter, No. 26 ; 

Grand Lecturer,... 44 Thos. Hubbard Caswell,, .of Nevada. 44 No. 6; 

Grand Organist,... “ Samuel David Mayer, of California 44 No. 5; 

Grand Guard, 44 Ira Colburn Root, of California 44 No. 5. 

The newly elected and appointed Grand Officers were then duly 
installed in their respective stations by the M.\ E.‘. Thomas Hubbahd 
Caswell, Past Grand High Priest. 

The business of the Grand Chapter being all completed, the min- 
utes of the day were read and approved, and the Grand Chapter of 
California was closed in ^mple Jurat. 

WILLIAM ABRAHAM DAVIES, 

, Grand High Priest. 

Attest : 

Charles Louis Wiooin, 

Grand Secretary . 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


1. The Degree of Past Master mast be conferred apon all candidates who have 
previously had the degree conferred upon them in a convocation of Past Masters, by 
virtue of an election to preside over a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

2. All the Chapters under this jurisdiction are required, in the conferring of 
degrees, to conform to the ritual adopted by the Grand Chapter, at its Special Con- 
vocation, in September, 1865. 

3. Every Mark Master attached to a Chapter under this jurisdiction muBt, within 
six months after his admission, select his mark, and record the same in a Book of 
Marks, kept by the Chapter for that purpose ; and it is made the special duty of the 
Secretary of each Chapter to see that this regulation is complied with. 

4. The term “nearest Chapter, 1 ’ used in the Constitution, means the nearest by 
geographical measurement. 

5. No Masonic communication shall be held with a Royal Arch Mason who stands 
suspended as a Master Mason, for any cause. 

6. Each Chapter under this jurisdiction shall pay, in addition to its annual dues, 
the sum of one dollar for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll at the date of 
its annual report, which additional assessment shall be used as a fund to defray the 
actual expenses of one delegate from each Chapter represented at the annual con- 
vocations of the Grand Chapter, the same to be apportioned by a special committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

7. Whenever two or more Chapters exist in any city or town within this jurisdic- 
tion, it shall be the duty of each of such Chapters to notify the other or others exist- 
ing in the same place of all applications presented to it for the degrees. 

8. That the Grand High Priest be requested to appoint a Grand Lecturer, who 
will be authorized to teach and instruct the subordinate Chapters in conformity with 
the ritual adopted by this Grand Chapter at its Special Convocation in September, 
1866. 

9. When, after an election of an applicant to receive the Chapter degrees, and he 
has received the Mark Degree, an objection to his advancement is made at any time 
by a member, such objection shall be referred to a committee, with power to inquire 
into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated meeting (unless further time be 
given) report thereon ; and upon the reception of such report, if no cause for the 
objection has been assigned, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the members present, not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the 
degree in the same manner as if no objection had been made. 

10. No petition for the degrees, or application for membership, shall be received 
by any Chapter within this jurisdiction, unless it be signed with the full name or 
names of the petitioner or applicant; and, in the annual reports of the subordinate 
Chapters, the given name or names of every member or others upon their rolls, shal 
be given in full. 

11. The provisions of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the State of Cali- 
fornia shall be, in all essential respects, where there is no conflict between it and the 
Constitution of this Grand Chapter, the rules and regulations by which the action of 
the subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction shall be governed. 
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RETURNS 

OF THE 

SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 

UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 

^Jhapfer af ^alif(iii[nia t 

I- 34=03. 


SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER, No. 1. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month . 


OFFICERS s 


Theodore Edward Smith, High Priest , 
Samuel Sternheim, King, 

Simon Baum, Scribe, 

Henry Williams, Captain of the Host, 
Henry Edwards, Prinicipal Sojourner , 
Edw’d Taylor Anthony, Royal Arch Capt. 


Sharron Pratt Doane, Master of 3d Vail , 
Charles James, Master of 2 d Vail , 
Henry Wangenheim, Master of 1 St Vail , 
Joseph Clement, Treasurer, 

Henry Lyon Cohen, Secretary, 

Henry Martyn Bosworth, Organist, 


Ira Colbnrn Boot, (of California, No. 5) Guard. 


John Dnnbar Creigh, 
Adolphus Hollnb, 

Louis Cohn, 

Anderson, Thomas 
Behrendt, Herman 
Berggreu, August 
BergBon, Ole 
Bilty, Theodore George 
Browell, Jeremiah 
Bryau, William 
Burns, Henry Jameson 
Caro, Samuel 
Carpenter, Augustine Dyer 
Clinch, Charles Godfrey 
Cohn, Martin 


Put High Priests s 

Martin John Burke, 

John Rudolphe Jarboe, 
Milton Hills Myrick, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Cogswell, James LaFayette 
Craig, James 
Craig, Peter 
Creasy, Albert 
Curry, Nathaniel 
Davis, Henry Lamen 
Dreyfous, Benjamin 
Eisenberg, J alios 
Emanael, Emanuel 
Esberg, Mendel 
Farquharson, David 
Fisher, Henry James 


Stewart Menzies, 
Theodore Edward Snith. 


Foorman, Samuel 
Franz, Bernhard 
Friedberg, Morris T. 
Friedlander, Moritz 
FnenteB, Charles Angel 
Fuller, Andrew 
Gay, John Gilmore 
Gerhow, Frederick 
Ghirardelli, Domingo, Jr. 
Giambini, Natale 
Gilberts, Edward 
Goetz, Joseph 
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Haight, Henry Huntley 
Hanson, Henry Sorenson 
Haraszthy, Arp ad 
Harris, Daniel 
Heald, Charles Byron 
Herzo, John 
Hiller, Frederick 
Jacoby, Augustus 
Jordon, Dennis 
Kehoe, John 
Kenitzer, Henry 
Kittredge, Jonathan 
Kohn, Isaac 
Levy, Jacob 
Madison, John Henry 
McDonald, Robert 
Meyer, Charles 
Michaels, Aaron W. 


Mohrhardt, Philip FredTc 
Moraghan, Michael Bolan 
Newhall, Henry Mayo 
Newman, Isaac 
Nicolaysen, Frank 
Nutsen, Charles A. 
Pearson, Henry Haven 
Prag, Martin 
Rawson, Julias Addison 


Schweitzer, John 
Schweitzer, Samuel 
Solomon, Albert 
Steffani, Camillo 
Stuart, William Adams 
Sumner, William Brintnell 
Sweet, Solomon 
Treat, George 
Triest, Bernhard 


Robinson, Cornelius Preston Voight, Christian 


Robitsoheck, Herman 
Rosenbaum, Joseph 
Rosenbaum, Julius 
Rosenbaum, Moses 
Saulman, August 
Sawyer, Lorenzo 
Schmidt, Anton 


Yon Aspern, John 
Walton, Nelson Collins, Jr. 
Wood, Andrew Banker 
Woolley, Lell Hawley 
Wormser, Isador 
Worraser, Louis 
Zinn, Henry— 107 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Gordon, James Edward Newbauer, Herman Wolf Richards, Charles Wesley — 3. 


RESTO RED : 

Robinson, John C. 


Suanet, A. C. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Blum, laid or Laronche, Antoine 

Elies, August Wm. Herman Mitchell, David 
Hyman, Henry Wolf Parker, Charles Hubbard 

Kirby, John Timothy Platshek, Samuel 

Kline, Lazarus 


Suanet, A. C. 
Wasserman, August 
Whiting, Mannassah S. 
Wolf, David— 13. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 


Bach, Rudolph Hull, George S. Weid, Ivan A. — 6. 

Fried, Ignatius S. Robinson, John C. 

DIED : . 

Ballentine, James— 1. 


SONORA CHAPTER, NO. 2. 

Columbia, Tuolumne County. 


Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS t 


Edwin Aldrich Rogers, High Priest , 
Alvin Bacon Preston, King, 

Gideon Wing, Scribe , 

Wm. Davis Newton, Captain of the Host , 
Eli Griffith Bacon, Principal Sojourner , 
Henry Dose, Royal Arch Captain , 


Solomon Benas, Master of 3d Foil, 
Alonzo Colby, Master of 2d Vail, 

Henry Clay Calhoun, Master of 1st Vail , 
Charles Edward Lang, Treasurer , 
William Henry Ryan, Secretary , 

Edward Skinner, Guard. 
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Past Higb Priests t 

Francis Anthony Praam, Stephen Wing, 

Alvin Bacon Preston, Edward Skinner, 

Isaac Newton McCulloch, William Henry Ryan, 

Frederick Faxon, Eli Griffith Bacon. 

William Davis Newton, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Andross, Moses Chamberl’n Johnson, William Parsons, Edmond 

Bacon, Martin Keil, Edward Patterson, Archibald 

Barlow, Abraham Klein, Conrad Reed, Abner 

Bartlett, Daniel Francis Klein, Peter Ripperdan, Isaac 

Bell, Andrew N. Lampson, Royal Mills Radorff, William Gustave 

Bell, James Mann. John Christian Sharrock, Evrard 

Bash, George Carroll McFarland, Matthias Tharman, William H. 

Bird, Francis Jahew Mnndorf, John White, Moses Henry 

Carter, John Beach Mayer, Willis Winne, George 

Cleveland, Septimus Allin Mitchell, Fred’k Francis Wade, Charles Frederick 

Doxey, Beverly M. Oppenheimer, Benjamin Yancy, Tyron Milton 

Harris, Charles Parsons — 60. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Hill, Edmund Arthur Schuler, Henry— 2. 

DIED: 

Kaufman, Morris — 1. 


SACRAMENTO CHAPTER. No. 3. 

Sacramento, Sacramento County. 

Slated Meetings, first Tuesday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

William Monroe Petrie, High Priest . Hamilton Carter Harrison, Mast. 3 d Vail, 

John Austin Cunningham, King, Benj. Franklin Alexander, Mast. 2 dVaU, 

Hiram Cook, Scribe, Bernard Ulmer Steinman, Mast 1st Vail, 

William Smith Hunt, Captain of the Host, Henry William Bragg, Treasurer , 

Wm. Buckley Davis, Principal Sojourner , George Norman Parker, Secretary, 
Hilliard P. Cottingham, Royal Arch Capt. Peter Zacharias, Guard. 

Past High PtImUi 

James Lawrence English, • George Howard Winterbnrn, 

William Franklin Knox, Powell Samuel Lawson. 

Francis Foster, 

ROYAL ARCH MA8ON8 : 

Allen, John Francis Brewington, Benj. Smith Cluness, William R. 

Allen, Robert Bryding, Peter Coghlan, Charles Mortimer 

Anthony, James Bndd. Henry Cohn, Charles 

Barnes, Jacob Burnham, James Henry Conover, John 

Banquier, Joseph Bugbey, Benjamin Norton Cooledge, Isaac Baldwin 

Bergevin, Nelson Langevin Callaghan, Daniel E. Crocker, Henry Smith 

Berkey, Thomas Henry Champlin, Nelson Croly, Edward James 

Bronner, George Frederick Christy, Edward Dale, Richard 
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Davis, Jacob Zeigler 
Day, James Thompson 
Dennery, Bernard 
Domingos. John 
Drew, Nathaniel Lafayette 
Dnprey, George 
Earl, George 
Ecklon, Christian Ludwig 
Egl, Anthony 
English, William Garrison 
Feldheim, Nathan G. 
Forbes, Robert 
Foy, Wm Robinson Smith 
Frank, Samuel 
Gates, Justin 
Gillis, Dougald 
Giraud, Eugene 
Golden, Thomas 
Goldberg, Harris 
Grady, John Harmony 
Griffiths, John T. 

Haines, Gabriel 
Hammer, Luther Kentz 
Haskell, Dudley Haines 
Haymond, Creed 
Hawkins, William 
Hevener, William Henry 
Hill, William Henry 
Hoag, William Mofflt 
Hoehn, William 
Holmes, Henry T. 

Hall, Joseph 


Hyman, Jacob, Sr. 

Hyman, Jacob, Jr. 
Inwalle, John Joseph 
Jacobs, Enoch 
Jones, Edward Augustus 
Jones, Jeremiah Solon 
Kay, Samuel 
Kercheval, Reuben 
Kimball, Gorham Gates 
Lavenson, Samuel 
Lawrie, John Brown 
Levison, Jacob 
Levy, Edward Roger 
Locke, George Washington 
Lyon, Edward 
Maholm, James Bowland 
Maier, Jacob Fred. William 
Merrill, John F. 

McConnell, Thomas 
McCormack, Charles 
McCone, Henry Ewalt 
McKnne, John Hill 
Meyer, Bernard 
Miller, Peter Andrew 
Montgomery, George 
Morse, Stephen Turner 
Murphy, Robert Wilson 
Nelson, Alton Titus 
Oakley, Peter Eager 
O'Neil, James 
Oschner, John 
Parnell, John Henry 

PAST MASTERS: 


Phillipps, Louis 
Phipps, Eugene King 
Radmaker, Charles 
Ratcliff, William M. 

Rath, Elias 

Redington, Alfred Augustus 
Robertson, John 
Robinson, Robert 
Ross, Charles Henry 
Rothermel, Chas. Nicholas 
Sawyer, James 
Silberstein, Morris 
Sims, Samuel 
Smith, John Wm. Martin 
Smith, Joshna Hughes 
Spinks, Alfred 
Starr, Erwin Platt 
Taylor, Edwin Trost 
Trope, Peter 
Ulp, Alfred 
Wachhorst, Herman 
Wallquist, Carl Johan 
Waterhouse, Columbus 
Welch, Benjamin 
Welch, George Drake 
Wells, William Henry 
Wickstram, Carl Elias 
Wilcoxson, Jefferson 
Willett, Edward Walter 
Williamson, David J. 
Wilson, Jesse Warren 
Woods, Jonas Stanbury 

— 137 . 


Fassett, Lewis Hillyer 


Howard, James Washington— 2. 


WITHDRAWN: 


Baker, Thomas 
Booth, Lucius A. 
Bragg, Albert Leander 


Bromley, George Tisdale 
Byington, Ira Weeks 
Gregg, George 


Harkness, Harvey Wilson 
Hoehn, Jacob 
Kinsey, Kerst— 9. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8 : 


Feneuf, E. R. Odell, John Adams 

King, Cameron Haight Perkins, William Dana 
McAliBter, Adam Armstr’g Smith, Hiram Abif 
Nichols, Lewis Balch Smith, Mathew J. 


Smith, William Wallace 
Sutliff, Levi Beardslie 
Wheeler, Osgood Church 
- 11 . 


EXCLUDED: 


Shirland, Edmond Dana. 
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Return* of Subordinate Chapters to the 


CALIFORNIA CHAPTER, NO. 5. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County. 


Stated Meetings, first and third Tuesdays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Hiram Throop Graves, High Priest , 
Alfred Coolidge Waitt, King , 

Joseph Miller Litchfield, Sci'ibe, 

Alphonso Hyman Vaughn, Oapt. of Host, 
Geo. Tisdale Bromley, Princ'l Sojourner , 
Jesse Combes Reed, B . A . Captain , 


Chas. Johnson Willey, Master of 3d Vatf, 
John Newman, Master of 2d Voi/, 
Thomas T. Atkinson, M aster of Is* Vail , 
Samuel Graves, Treasurer , 

William Edward Moody, Secretary , 
Samuel David Mayer, Organist , 


James Oglesby, Guard . 


Reuben Edgar Raymond, 
Alexander Gurdon Abell, 
William Henry Lyon, 
Charles Louis Wiggln, 
George Tuttle Grimes, 


Past High Priests s 

Wm. Thomas Reynolds, 
James Laidley, 

John Francis Snow, 
Samuel Graves, 


William Wilson Traylor, 
John Kirkpatrick, 

John William Harville, 
Thomas Kyle. 


Angus, John Archibald 
Ashbury, Monroe 
Ashley, Sidney John 
Arnold, Alex. Spencer 
Arrowsmith, D. Bloomer 
Balch, Stephen Moore 
Baldwin, Alex. Richard 
Bamber, John 
Barnes, Wm. Henry Linow 
Barth, Charles Hunter 
Beach, Henry Martin 
Beadle, Donald 
Bell, John 
Best, John Tretten 
Blaikie, James Longhead 
Boswell, Solomon Bailey 
Bourne, Elisha Wilson 
Bragg, Robert 
Brander, John Samuel 
Brannan, Samuel 
Bridge, William Edward 
Brigham, Calvin Oakes 
Brooks, Thomas Hubbard 
Brown, Boland Gair 
Browning, Jeremiah 
Bruner, Wm. Happersatt 
Callaghan, Charles 
Cecil, John 
Center, John 
Chapin, Dinsmore Davis 
Che vers, William Henry 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Churchill, Clark 
Clary, William Henry 
Cockrill, Theo. Guevara 
Cook, Nicholas Leonidas 
Cousins, Charles Samuel 
Cox, Henry 
Cox, Palmer 
Craig, William 
Cummings, Walter Bailey 
Davis, Edmund 8. 

Davis, Isaac Elphinstone 
Day, Franklin Henry 
Dean, Peter 

Dougherty, Chas. Medley 
Earl, John Ogden 
Eastman, Frank 
Eaton, Jonas Allen 
Eckfeldt, John Michael 
Edwards, Frank George 
Elliot, Gardner 
Ellis, Henry Hiram 
Ellis, John Stoneaore 
Ellsworth, Anson Merrill 
Ewell, Luther Jerome 
Estee, Morris March 
Fake, George John 
Farnam, Edward 
Farrish, Thomas Edwin 
Farwell, William Havard 
Flynn, Martin 
Garniss, James Rodgers 


Garratt, Wm. Thompson 
Gates, Horatio Sylvester 
Gilmore, Archibald Neill 
Goewey, James Monroe 
Grant, ThomaB Chamberlin 
Gray, William 
Green, Alonzo 
Gunn, William John 
Hall, Robert 
Harrington, John Conly 
Harris, James Henry 
Hastings, Everett Linus 
Hildebrandt, Carsten 
Hinckley, Chas. Edward 
Hobbs, Caleb Seccohmb 
Hodge, John G. 

Hodgkins, Alfred Randall 
Holcomb, William Austin 
Hotaling, Anson Parsons 
Hotchkiss, Henry Wells 
Howard, George Henry 
Howe, George Washington 
Horton, Thomas Rotch 
Ingalls, John Newton 
Jacobs, Albert 
Jeffiray, William 
Johnson, John Munroe . 
Johnson, William Corrie 
Johnston, Baptist 
Johnston, William David 
Jones, Cyrus Winship 
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Jones, William Arthur Morse, Ebenezer Eaton Smith, Henry Snmner 

Kennedy, Frank Morton, Charles Oarey Smith, Stephen Henry 

Kimball, Moses Combe Nagel, William Stadtfeld, Jacob 

King, Henry Lewis Nagle, George Dedrich Stanley, Samuel Lewis 

King, John Neal, Charles Sanders Stebbins,Wm. Pitt Cleveland 

King, Joseph Libbey Neville, Ernest Harry Steiger, Charles Bndolphe 

Kincaid, John Evans Norcross, Daniel Stockman, John Milton 

Knh, Leopold Northrop, David Blair Stringer, William James 

Kaeding, Chas. Van Buren O’Conner, Thomas Michael Snllivan, Eugene Lemuel 

Lane, Edmund Olin, Ansil S. Swift, James Flitcroft 

Lane, George E. Jr. Osgood, George Thompson, Lucias 

Laird, David White Parker, George Franklin Thomson, Malcolm 

Landers, John Pendergast, James Albert Thrall, Henry Homer 

Lewis, Edwin Plum, Charles Mortimer Torrence, John 

Litchfield, Watson Dyer Pratt, Leonidas E. True worthy, Francis Marion 

Loop, Sidney Joseph Price, Thomas Tnstin, William Isaac 

Louderback, Andrew A. Prior, John Lewis Van Bokkelen, Jac. Lorillard 

Luty, John Samuel Ramsdell, Benjamin Hatch Van Dozer, Oliver 

Lyman, Charles Reavis, William Henry Wadsworth, James C. L. 

Maguire, Joseph Reynolds, Frank Bailey Warren, Joseph M. 

Maieas, Christian W. Richards, William Henry Waterhouse, Fred. Adelbert 

McComb, John Root, Ira Colbnrn Waters, George Latham 

McCrindle, William Rosekrans, Hiram Wells, William 

McDonald, Alex. Dunbar Rnndell, William Mason Wetherbee, Calvin Hale 

McDonough, And. Wester Russell, John Adam Wheeler, Jacob 

McNulty, Chas. Augustus Sawyer, Charles Henry Wightman, John 

Middleton, Frank 8chafer, Herman Henry Wilde, Francis Brooke 

Miller, Elbridge L. Schneider, Edward William Willey, Otis Freeman 

Miller, Stephen Girard Selden, James Miles Williams, Abraham Pease 

Montagnie, Joseph E. de la Shaeffer, John Werner Williams, John Henry 

Montague, Wilford Weed Shattuck, David Dustin Williamson, Robt. Stockton 

Moore, Elliot Josiah Short, Peter Wilson, Charles 

Moore, Robert Henry Shrader, Andrew Jackson Winkle, Henry 

Morgan, David, Jr. Smith, Edwin Lawrence Wooster, John Benj 221. 

Morgan, John Stilwell 

MOST BXOELENT MASTERS : 

Bryan, Edward Hord Foot, Henry DnQuesnet McMath, Joseph — 5. 

Easton, Wendell Marye, George Thomas, Jr. 

RESTORED : 

Convis, Charles Cooley Els worth, Anson Merrill Kinciad, John Evans — 1. 

Cook, Nicholas Leonidas 

WITHDRAWN : 

Bradford, William Corner, John Charles Mastick, Levi Benjamin 

Convis, Charles Cooley Fitzgerald, Adolphus Leigh Williams, Henry Brown— 8. 

Crane, Henry Adolphus Love, David Mantua 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

High ton, Henry Edward Jeinsen, Ernest Von Stoutenborough, John Henry— 3. 

DIED : 

Bitter, William King, William Freeborne Korts, Henry— 4. 

Covert, Abraham Mann 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


NEVADA CHAPTER, NO. 6. 

Nevada, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings, first Monday in each month, 

OFFICERS t 

Thomas Mein, High Priest , 

Edward Williams, King , 

AdolphaB Goldsmith, Scribe , 

Allen Chapman, Captain of the Host, 

Rodney Wing, Principal Sojou~ner, 

John Herbert Boardman, R, A, Captain , 

Past High Priests : 

Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Charles Marsh. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Banner, Phineas Floyd, William PreBton, Edward Myers 

Brown, David Mathew Fowler, Edwin Randolph, William Cooper 

Chapin, Samuel Leonard Gentry, Richard Benton Rolfe, Ianthis Jerome 

Colby, George Hackett Gilbert, John Richards Rose, David 

Crandall, Orman Greenwald, Julius , Sargent, Aaron Augustus 

Davidson, William Henry Hale, Horace Searla, Niles 

Davis, James Hathaway, Francis Marion Slinger, William 

Dickson, John Hutton Helm, James Harvey Stowers, Nathaniel Henry 

Dill, John Long, William David Tilley, Edwin 

Donald, Alfred McBrown, John Tisdale, William De Witt 

Donald, Thomas Montgomery, John Weeks, William Hamilton 

Ennis, Franklin Pease, Sanford Orrin Williamson, Levi 

Faull, George Prescott, Lyman Reed Wirth, James Albert— 53. 

Fleming, Joseph Davenport 

PAST MASTER : WITHDRAWN : 

Thom, David, Jr. — 1. Beaumont, Joseph— 1. 

DIED: 

Rolfe, Tallman Hathaway— 1. 


BENICIA CHAPTER, NO. 7. 

Benicia, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings, Tuesday of or next preceding Full Moon, 

OFFICERS i 

Timothy Sage, High Priest , Edw. Horatio Von Pfister, Master 3 d Vail, 

John Housley, King, Joseph Green Johnson, Master 2d Vail, 

Lansing Bond Mizner, Scribe, Archibald McDonald, Master 1st Vail, 

George Poor, Captain of the Host, John Rueger, Treasurer , 

Wm. Henry Smith, Principal Sojourner, Thomas McKay, Secretary, 

Robert Stewart, Royal Arch Captain, William Matthewson, Guard. 

Past High Priest* s 

Sylvester Woodbridge, Timothy Sage. 


Kaskil Casper, Master of 3d Vail, 
James Donald, Master of 2d Vail, 
Halstead Stansfleld, Master of 1st Vail , 
Martin Lather Marsh, Treasurer, 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Secretary , 
Joseph Brewster Gray, Guard, 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Grant, John Owen, John Wren 

Holbrook, Charles Edward Pollock, Robert 
Long, Michael Henry Scott, James 

Mathewson, John Spencer, Christopher 

McKenzie, Allen Westlake, John — 28. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Spaulding, Charles Stone, John Charles — 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Boles, J. L.— 1. 


SHASTA CHAPTJfiR, NO. 9. 

Shasta, ShsatA County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Daniel Potter Bystle, High Priest , Joseph Weil, Master 3d Vail, 

Benjamin Shnrtleff, King, Ulyses Richard Lord, Master 2d Vail, 

Louis Wellendorff, Scribe , James Freeman Scammon, Master 1 si Vail, 

Joseph Isaacs. Captain of the Host , John Varner Scott, Treasurer , 

Adolph Dobrowsky, Principal Sojourner , David Weil, Secretary , 

Alex. Cartwright Swain, R. A. Captain , Gunther Fred. C Schroter, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Whiting Griswold West, P. G. H. P. Adolph Dobrowsky, 

Joseph Isaacs, George Carruth Farquhar, 

Daniel Potter Bystle. 

ROYAL AROH MASONS. 

Allen, Mortimer Chnrbery Greene, Thomas Shaffleton, Hugh Hall 

Andrew, William Gnptil, William Neal Sonter, John 

Andrews, Alex. Robinson Higginbotham, Jno. Baptist Sweet, Henry Andrew 
Anderson, Charles Hopping, William Ely Syme, John 

Anklin, Henry Matlock, David B. Taggart, Grant Israel 

Chandler, Fred. Brewster Overmire, Charles Edwin Taylor, Holloway 

Chappell, James Nathan Parker, William Watson, William 

Coleman, Adoram Pryor, Athanasius Webb, John Paxton 

Dixon, Elijah Mason Reagan, James Wheeler, Frank 

Garden, John William Reinecke, Christopher Wilson, Henry Ellis 

Goodberg, Francis William Ross, Herman Frederick Wimmer, James Moses— 47. 

WITHDRAWN : SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Cashing, John— 1. Lean, William— 1. 

DIED: 

Kiess, James Henry— 1. 


Ashbrook, Alfred 
Brownlee, Thomas 
Danfortb, Edwin 
Ennis, Richard 
Freeman, Otis Kimball 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


SUTTER CHAPTER, NO. 1 1. 

Sutter Creek, Amador County. 

Stated Meetings , third Friday in each month , 


OFFICERS « 

Henry Peck. High Fried, John Mis Campbell, Master of 3d Vail, 

Robert Aitken, King, Morris Brum, Master of 2d VaU , 

Charles Drake Burleson, Scribe, William Smith, Master of 1st Vail, 

John Whitton Surface, Capt. of the Host, Peter Fagan, Treasurer, 

Abner Edward Callaway, Prin. Sojourner, Alonzo King Dudley, Secretary , 

Thomas Dunlap, R. A. Captain, Jesse Milliken, Guard. 


Alvinza Hayward, 


Adams, James 
Bennetts, William 
Briggs, Samuel Green 
Bury, Daniel William 
Clute, Peter Alonzo 
Comstock, Asa Leland 
Cook, Philemon 
Cosner, Robert 
Davies, David Thomas 
Farley, James Thompson 
Fiske, Henry Mortimer 
Ford, Henry Darnell 
Hall, Henry Frank 
Henley, Jonathan Speaker 
Hnse, Samuel Emerson 

Axtell, Samuel Beach 


Past High Priests s 

Alexander Cartwright Joy, Henry Peck. 


ROYAL ARCH MASON8 
Isaacs, Bernard 
Kales, Martin William 
Kelley, John Barnes 
Keyes, John 
Lillie, John B. 

Lntnesky, Vincent 
Manon, Samuel Sanford 
McLane, Laughlin 
Mehrtens, Daniel 
Newman, George 
Palmer, Eliphalet Charles 
Parkinson, Manuel Casado 
Post, John McDougal 
Poondstone, Laurence Ryd 
Purrington, Columbus Allei 


Redpath, Robert 
Richling, Peter 
Robinson, John Andrew 
Rose, Albert Henry 
Spagnolia, Duval Bennedetto 
Spagnolia, Sylvester Giovani 
Steinberger, John Adam 
Stuart, Horace Moulton 
Stewart, James Franklin 
Sutherland, William 
Walther, Otto 
Whetstone, Wm. Columbus 
Whitlach, Daniel Henry 
Wolley, Eliphus Burt 
a — 68. 


WITHDRAWN : 


Le vinsky, Mark Waldo, Henry Linn — 3. 


CALAVERAS CHAPTER, NO. 12. 

Snelling, Merced County. 


Stated Meetings, second and fourth Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 


Mark Howell, High Priest, 

Frederick Becker, King , 

Silas March, Scribe, 

William John Hart, Captain of the Host, 
Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, Pr. Sojourner, 
Samuel Mitchell Brown, R. A. Captain, 


Isaac Henry Jacobs, Master of 3d Vail, 
John Alex. Kendrick, Master of 2d Vail , 
Wm. Lewis Silman, Master of 1st Vail, 
William Adolph Grade, Treasurer , 
William Seaman Weed, Secretary , 
William Leland Means, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, Charles Macmurdo Blair. 
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Adams, William 
Aiken, John McFee 
Bates, Samuel Claghorn 
Bradford, Abram Clark 
Breen, Nicholas 
Delashmntt, Basil 
Dickinson, James Johnson 

Jacob, Elias 


ROYAL ABOH MASONS: 
Dickinson, Samnel 
Eagleson, Erastus 
Fnqna, John Woodson 
Hardwick, Wm. Jefferson 
James, Henry George 
Lebright, Frederick 


Meany, Anthony James 
Rector, Eldridge Gerry 
Scott, Moses Heaton 
Wallace, Erastus 
Welch, Peyton Young 
Welch, Lucilius Arthur 

—32. 


PAST MASTERS : 

Roes, Henry Christopher — 2. 


WASHING-TON CHAPTER, No. 13. 

Marysville, Tuba County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

Charles E. Stone, High Priest , Victor Lewis Earnshields, Master 3cl Vail , 

William Fletcher, King, Gavin Walker Hutchins, Master 2d Vail , 

Eli Teegarden, Scribe , Samuel Haws Ross, Master of 1st Fail, 

John Henry Gerken, Captain of the Host, Marcus Marcuse, Treasurer , 

Arthur Gilman Drake, PHncip’l Sojourner, James Fred. Eastman, Secretary , 
Herman Albert Cook, Royal Arch Capt. Ama«a Willey White, Guard. 


William Lee Lawrence, 
Norman Dunning Rideout, 

Baird, George Hall 
Barrie, John Ferguson 
Belcher, Isaac Sawyer 
Belcher, William Caldwell 
Bigelow, Marcus James 
Bingham, Atkins Clark 
Binney, Andrew Jackson 
Bockius, Charles George 
Bourne, George Jessie 
Brigg9, Joseph Warren 
Burchard, John Luther 
Burgett, Henry 
Buttelman, Frederick 
Caldwell, Arthur Brooks 
Carpenter, Geo. Washington 
Chandler, Melvin Laveni 
Cheney, John 
Cohen, Isaac 
Cohen, William 
Cohn, Bernard 
Crane, Lemuel Trescott 
Cummins, Samuel 

8 


Past High Priests i 

Edmund Taylor Wilkins, 


Charles E. Stone. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Davey, John 
Decker, Peter 
Dickey, James Thomas 
Dobbins, Thomas 
Dougall, Thomas 
Faulkner, Charles 
Filkins, Charles Edward 
Fisher, Charles Lester 
Foster, John Quincy 
Friend, William 
Hamlin, Norman Scott 
Harrington, Chris. Clark 
Harris. Isaac Thompson 
Hartwell, William Hiscock 
Heath, George 
Hoch'stadter, Simon 
Hogle, William Henry 
Holland, George 
Hollingshead, Jos. Easton 
Hudson, Edward Henry 
Hudson, William Kendall 
Hunter, Enos Clark 


Hutchings, Samuel Cole 
Hutchinson, Samuel 
Irwin, Alexander Cameron 
Jackson, William 
Jones, William Price 
Kent, Thomas Weston 
Kernan, Thomas Hugh 
Keser, Louis 
Keyser, Philip Walter 
Lftsk, Joseph 
Logan, Anderson Dabney 
Lohse, Hermann 
Marcuse, Meyer A. 

Marker, Henry Bowman 
Mayoux, Antoine 
Mcllmoil, John 
McNutt, John Fleming 
Mead, George Purdy 
North, George 
Parks, William Henry 
Patterson, Charles Milton 
Patton, John 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 

Richardson, Geo. Strother Summer! and, Theodore Walker, Louie Phillip 

Rogers, Sam’l Josiah Smith Swain, William Caldwell Warren, Jonas Halstead 
Slingsby, William Tomb, Jacob Whitebread, Wm. Cesar 

Spear, Andrew Potter Trayner, James Wilcoxon, Caleb EliBba 

Stafford, Joshua Tufts, Albert Currier Willey, Amass Parker 

Stratton, Cornelius Allen Walker, Charles Frederick Woods, Matthew— 99. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Belcher, Edward Augustas Harris, Elisha A. Spaulding, Frank— 3. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Crittenden, John Dwight— 1. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Arnold, David Elmore Hatch, Francis Lewis Merrill, Rufus Rowe— 6. 

Hamilton, Ebenezer McDaniel, Richard Harrison 

DIED; 

Hathwell, Charles Aust— 1. 


HOWARD CHAPTER, NO. 14. 

San Jose, Santa Clara County. 

Stated Meetings, first Wednesday in each month , 

OFFICERS i 

William Alex. January, High Priest, Henry Harvey Cook, Master of 3d VaU , 

Wilbur Justin Wilcox, King , Wm. Nicholas Castle, Master of 2d VaU , 

Samuel Watson Boring, Scribe , Isaiah Moyle, Master of 1st VaU, 

Alonzo Babbit Hamilton, Capt. of the Host , Return Roberts, Treasurer , 

Jeremiah Yancy Brown, Prin. Sojourner , Orange Scott May, Secretary , 

Harvey Newton Rice, Royal Arch Captain, Hugh Johnson Bradley, Guard, 

Past High Priests s 

John Baukson Hewston, William Alex. January, George May. 

Jared Turner, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Allison, William D. Easterday, Solomon Warren Mayers, Christian 

Andrews, H. L. Fallon, Thomas Menefee, Joseph Jefferson 

Arnold, Austin Garraud, Louis McCluskey, Thomas 

Arnold, Charles Henry Gerdes, John Christian McDougall, Giles Eggleston 

Barling, Harry Henklebein, Adam McKenzie, Donald 

Bennett, George Edmund Hollenbeck, Walter M. McMurtry, William Sharpe 

Bishop, Samuel Addison Holmes, Parker Butterfield Mildman, Charles R. 

Black, James Francis Houghton, Henry Albert Morey, Harvey Chapin 

Bodley, Thomas Hoyt, Amasa James Mott, Richard Fitzallen 

Bohen, Daniel Johnson, Satnnel William Moser, Jacob 

Bradlee, Ezra Smith Jones, Hugh Stevenson Ohnstein, Oscar 

Brothers, Henry Joyce, William W. Peacock, Geo. Washington 

Brown, James Thomas Keith, John Matthew Porter, John T. 

Dennis, William Kupper, Benjamin Reither, Jacob 

Dunshee, Roilin Lenzen, Theodore Rowley, Albanus Beliger 
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Backer, Joseph Edmondson Spring, Th&ddeas Warsaw Warthen, Albert S. 
Sargent, James Pattee Tobin, Michael Watson, James Hodges 

Sexton, William Tally, Edward G. Weller, Henry Olph 

Spence, Edward Fallis Tally, Pleasant Briton Wells, Proctor B. 

Sim, George Vandine, E. Weymouth, James L — 75. 

M08T EXCELLENT MASTER : WITHDRAWN : 

Lemon, James— 1. Hatherway, Daniel P.— I. 


CYRUS CHAPTER, NO 15. 

Treka, Siskiyou County. 

Stated Meetings, second Tuesday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Alonzo Emery Baynes, High Priest, Francis Riley, Master of 2d VaU, 

Elijah Carrick, King , Louis Monet, Master of 2d VaU, 

Andrew Jackson Fabricius, Scribe , Jurgen Osterma i, Master qf 1st VaU , 

Curtis Hooper Pyle, Captain of the Host, William McConnell, Treasurer , 

James Vance, Principal Sojourner, John Morris Walbridge, Secretary , 

Josiah Wilson Doten, Royal Arch Captain, John Nichols HeBsenaugh, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

Daniel Ream, James Vance, Alonzo Emery Baynes. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Brown, Mitchell Alexander Heard, Elijah Hice Newton, Joel 

Burns, Albert Vanderbilt Horn. David Nichols, Henry 

Cairo, Isidor Huseman, Louis Owens, Alexander 

Champlin, Orin Jones, John Johnson Pellet, Samuel 

Crooks, Andrew Donaldson Knights, George Horace Rogers, Franklin Augustus 

Dumas, Francis Lang, Joseph, Jr. Steward, Samuel Jonathan 

Fairchilds, John Lytle, James Alexander Wadsworth, Henry 

> Haseriok, Anton McConaugh, James —36. 

MARK MASTER : 

Tompson, John Waldo — 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Davis, Charles Farrington, Stephen Shaw, David Henry 

DiggleB, James Alden Hansen, Hans Smith, George 

Doney, William Kiae McBride, J *kn Walter Slow, Solomon Erab 

Doten, John Silas Morgan, William Henry Swain, Abisha 

Durand, George Pfenninger, Herman Vogan, James — 15. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT 07 DUES : 

Ac off, Joseph Curistopher— 1. 

DIED: 

Peters, William Potter, Edgar Walcott— 2. 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


ST. JAMES CHAPTER, No. 16. 

Plaeerville, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings, first Wednesday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

George Heirn Gilbert, High Priest , Marco Yerrozza, Master 3 d VaU , 

Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, King, Geo. Granville Blanchard, Master 2 d VaU, 

Charles Broad, Scribe , Andrew Jackson Kenn edy, Master 1st Vail , 

Charles Caleb Peirce, Capt . of the Host , Gnisseppi Bolleri, Treasurer , 

Fred. Ferdinand Bares, Prin . Sojourner , Thomas Fraser, Secretary , 

Album James Blakley, 2L A. Captain , Charles Joseph Celio, Guard. a 

Past High Priests « 

Frederick Ferdinand Barss, George Heirn Gilbert, Robert Chalmers. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Arvidson, Charles John Gelwicks, Daniel William Lohry, Adam 

Barlow, Geo. Washington Hammel, Henry Murry, Nelson Henry 

Boop, John Daniel Hertel, Charles H. E. Norton, Daniel E. 

Cay 8 tile, Thomas John Hopkins, Lemuel B. Plumado, Frank Hilair 

Chalmers, George Hume, James Bunyan Taghtmier, Frederick 

Christie, Andrew, Jackson Levan, Daniel Webster Turman, Byron Isaac 

Crowder, Jeremiah Jackson Levy, Joseph Van Voorhies, Ralph J.— 34. « 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Dantz, Paul Mack, George Franklin— 2. 

PAST MASTERS : 

Miller, Daniel Rice Phillips, George W.— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Raphael, Henry D. Stewart, William Wallace— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Baber, Andrew Jackson— 1. 


LIBANUS CHAPTER, NO. 17. 

Iowa Hill, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS i 

William Whipple Poole, High Priest , 

Adams Barrett, King , 

John Henry Mitchell, Scribe, 

Edwar/1 George Spencer, Capt . of the Host. 

John Floyd Van Divier, Prin. Sojourner , 

James Weaks Chinn, Royal Arch Captain, 

Past High Priests « 

William Clinton Rich, James Dods, James Boss. 


Willis Fish Gould, Master-cf 3 d VaU , 
Henry Stemple, Master of 2d VaU, 
John Peter Jnst, 'Master of 1st VaU, 
John Schmitt, Treasurer , 

John Butler, Secretary , 

James Jasper Rich, Guard. 
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Cameron, William 
Eddings, George Franklin 
Develey, Henry K. 
Hughs, Richard Rogers 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS. 
Jacobs, James Monroe 
Jones, Jehoaikim 
Jones, Owen 
Lewis, Robert 

PAST MASTER : 
Hackett, Chester— 1. 
MARK MAST ERS: 


Mill, William 
Smith, Jonathan Mitchell 
Smith, William 
White, William K.— 27. 


Mitchell, Edward— 2. 


Leighton, Ang. Lord 


G-RASS VALLEY CHAPTER, NO. 18. 

Gran Valley, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month , 


OFFICERS • 

Reuben Leech, High Priest , Thomas John Michell, Master of 3d Vail, 

James Gluyas, King, Edw. Houston Whiting. Master of Id VaU, 

William Coombe, Scribe , Wm. Gordon Hudson, Master of 1st VaU , 

Daniel Kendig, Captain of the Host , William Kenyon Spencer, Treasurer , 

Jonathan Converse Clough, Pr. Sojourner , Charles Henry Mitchell, Secretary , 

Henry Randall Stevens, R. A. Captain , Alexander Burnie, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

Alfred Barrett Dibble, Alexander Buchanan Brady, Reuben Leech. 

William McCormick, 


Anderson, Augustus Pey 
Anderson, Robert 
Angove, John 
Baun, John Frederick 
Binkleman, David 
Boden, Thomas 
Bonivert, Pascal Joseph 
Bryan, John Albion 
Bryant, William Henry 
Burns, John Thompson 
Clift, William 
Coleman, Edward 
Coleman, John Crisp 
Crocker, John Ross 
Cross, Thomas 
Delano, Alonzo 
Dorsey, John Jacob 
Fairharst, Geo. Washington 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Farrell. James Alexander 
Findley, Thomas 
Fricot, Jules 
Gad, Bernard 
Goad, John Cornelius 
Grymes, George Anderson 
Hand, William Dawson 
Halleck, Joseph 
Hatch, Martin Payne 
Lathrop, Solomon 
Lawrence. John 
Lowrey, Richard Daniel 
Major, John Newton 
Mitchell, William Henry 
Morris, Jacob 
Nathan, Benjamin 
Noall, James 
Noel, Richard 

PAST MASTER: 

Mansau, Zephaniah — 1. 


Noonan, Patrick 
Price, Briscoe Hugh 
Rhatigan, John 
Roberts, Edmund Wilson 
Roland, Louis Jerome 
Sanders, John 
Saxon, Edward 
Saxon, James 
Simpson , James 
Smith, Charles Woolson 
Stoddard, Alexander 
Stoddard, Orlando 
Stokes, William Charles 
Sullivan, John Lyons 
Vincent, George 
Walker, Thomas Rolls 
Watt, William 

— 68 . 
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mark MASTERS : 

Coffee, William R. Weaver, George W. — 2. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Goddard, Joseph Martin, Joseph Tremewan, James — 4. 

Green, Milton 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : EXPELLED : 

Gilham, Samnel Marion— 1. Smith, William— 1. 

DIED: 

Glass, Schenck — 1. 


TRINITY CHAPTER, No. 19. 

Weaverrille, Trinity County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS I 

Wiley James Tinnin, High Priest , Gotlieb Frederick Diener, Master 3d VaU, 

Olo Christian Christianson, King, David Harden, Master 2d Vail , 

ThomaB Love Miller, Scribe , Wm. David Sntherlin, Master 1st Vail , 

Jacob Paulsen, Captain of the Host, Peter Paterson Black, Treasurer, 

John Clifton Mason, Principal Sojourner, Morris Franklin Griffin, Secretary, 

Joel Chilton Wood, Royal Arch Captain, John August Charles Goering, Guard. 

Past High Priest* i 

Wiley James Tinnin, John Clifton Mason. 


Given, William Cnshing 
McGillivray, Joseph 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Mnsser, John 
Pickett, James Madison 


Raab, Lonis 
Ruch, Michael— 18. 


FRANKLIN CHAPTER, NO. 20. 

Ororille, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Thomas Callow, High Priest, 

Charles Fayette Lott, King, 

St. John Jackson, Scribe , 

John Bonghton Hewittt Capt.ofthe Host, 
George Henry Crosette, Prin . Sojourner, 
Patrick Ogilby Handley, JR. A. Captain , 


Louis Simons, Master 3d Vail, 

Wallace Homer Chappel, Mastered Vail, 
Frank Wagner, Master 1st Vail , 
Frederick John Becker, Treasurer , 
Arthur McDermott, Secretary , 

Abram B. Gallinger, Guard. 


Past High Priests « 

Thomas Callow, George Clement Perkins, Thomas Jarrett Jenkins, 

Charles Fayette Lott, Arthur McDermott, George Henry Crosette. 
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Beall, John 
Block, Joseph 
Braoscomb, John 
Buchanan, Philander 
Burroughs, Charles 
Dyer. George Washington 
Faulkner, Thomas 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Harris, Jahial 
Heintz, Thibaud 
Hida, Jehu 

Mitchell, John Constantine 
Perkins, David King 
Plum, Nathaniel Dunbar 
Rollins, Daniel Fletcher 

MARK MASTERS: 


Boggles, Elijah Starr 
Sparks, Ebenezer Morrison 
Stearns, Amos Kies 
Yance, James Monroe 
Wells, Michael Henry 
West, Miers Barton 
Young, Henry G.— 35. 


Kenney, John Leander Spaulding, Andrew Jackson— 2. 


PAST MASTERS : 


Jackson, Bean 


Scharline, Louis — 2. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Glass, Louis Logan. James Parker Ralzemond— 3. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Hamlin, George Lawrence Hassinger, Andrew Jackson— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Berry, John S. Dempsey, John J. Wardwell, James A. — 3. 

DIED : 

Grosvenor, Daniel Wells— 1. 


SIERRA CHAPTER, No. 21. 

DownlevUle, Sierra County. 

Slated Meetings , Saturday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS « 


William Thompson Luther, High Priest , 
Benjamin Panly, King, 

James Brown Crooks. Scribe, 

Alexander Thom, Captain of the Host , 
Washington Cicero Dond, Prin. Sojourner , 
Hiram George Wier, Royal Arch Captain , 


Joseph Berg, Master 3d Vail t 
Valentine Hartling, Master 2d Vail , 
George C. Martin, Master 1st Vail, 
Ernst Kruse, Treasurer , 

William Ryan, Secretary , 

Samnel Alleman, Guard . 


Past High Priests i 

Henry Warner, William Thompson Luther, 

Washington Cicero Dond, Edwin Ransom Davis. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Abbey, George Henry Farish, William Adam 
Asher, Alex. Branch Grippen , Erastus Mortimer 

Bernhard, Lewis Gnnsolus, William Henry 

Bosch, Angast Christopher Hanley, William A. 
Corcoran, James Kontz, John 

Crane, Lauren Elliot Langstaff. Matthew 

Creveling, Elemuel N. L. Parsons, Nathan 
Esohbacker, Frantz Antoine Peacook, James Richard 


Purdy, Henry Haddon 
Riley, William Eugene 
Ross, John 
Shawness, John 
Stewart, Samnel Curtis 
Thatcher, Peter 
Thomas, Henry 
Wilkins, William— 38. 
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PAST MASTERS: 

Davis, Willet Charles Picken, Alexander— 2. 

WITHDRAWN s 

Corbett, Miles S. Pratt, Leonidas E. Pardy, Solomon— 3. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Higgins, Edward Jnmp, Alemby Smith, Thomas— 3. 

DIED : 

Black, Alexander Reynolds, Lewis Silver wood, John — 3. 


PETALUMA CHAPTER, No. 22. 

Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Holidays in each month . 


OFFICERS! 


Oscar Valentine Walker, High Priest , James Haline Knowles, Master 3 <2 Vail , 

William Carpenter, King , Achilla Kahn, Master 2d Vail, 

Asahel Adams Bean, Scribe, Alexander Lackey, Master 1st Vail , 

Hiram Payette Taft, Captain of the Host , Joseph Martin Bowles, Treasurer, 
Beqjamin Franklin Tuttle, Pr. Sojourner , Josiah Horace Crane, Secretary, 

John Boyd Christie, Royal Arch Captain , James Singley, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

James Singley, Joshua Lester Bond, 

Thomas Jefferson Graham, Benjamin Franklin Tattle. 


Anderson, James Wright 
Anderson, Wm. Lafayette 
Biehler, William 
Carder, Dennison Delo9 
Clonetts, Henry Felix 
Conrad, Simon 
Cox, William Emery 
Dreyfnss, Edward 
Fairbanks, Hiram Tobbert 
Farley, Francis Hall 
Galvin, Micah Jonah C. 
Gerlock, Lewis 


Bond, William Hammet 
Farmer, Elijah Thompson 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Goshen, Marcos Dyatheka 
Haubrick, Leonard 
Heineken, Hiram Albert 
Holden, William 
Hoffman, Adam Joseph 
Haie, John Thompson 
Jorgenson, Jess 
Kuffel, Isaac 
Maguire, James Foster 
M ilott, Leonard Coatsworth 
Merritt, John 
Miner, Welcome Ephraim 


Pierce, Abram Jewell 
Polk, Charles Ephraim 
Preston, Richard Milne 
Ross, William 
Schroyer, Aaron 
Shaver, John 
Shone, Thomas 
Stockwell, Mnrenos Vincent 
Tempel, Conrad 
Thompson, Jefferson 
Todd, William 
Wands, James— 60. 


WITHDRAWN : 


Hays, Robert Kirtley Nace. Edward Joseph 
Hendley, John Overton, Albert Perry— 6. 


EXCLUDED ! 
Hnie, George William. 
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OLIVER CHAPTER, No. 23. 

Forest Hill, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS i 


Ambrose Hall Cowden, High Priest , 
Joseph Trail Middleton, King , 

George Washington Morton, Scribe , 

Joel Franklin Smith, Captain of the Host, 
James Russell Glover, Prin. Sojourner , 
John Tickle, 22ot/ai Arch Captain , 


Peyton Powell, Master 3d Fail , 

Martin Barnnm Tubbs, Mast#' 2d Vail , 
James Borland, Master \st Vail , 

Jacob Lock Weker, TVecwurer, 

Jacob Warwick Byrd, Seci'etary , 
Franklin Walker Allen, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Russell Parkhurst, James Russell Glover. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Allen, John E. 

Breece, Abram 
Carter, John Franklin 
Cox, Richard 
Cravens, Robert Oscar 
Davis, John Floyd 
Dewey, Charles Hitchcock 
Fast, John Henry Adolph 


Goff, Abner W. Nelson, Edward Peter 

Bonnier, Daniel Mansfield Penman, Wm. Alexander 
Hosmer, Thomas Norwood Shain, Warren Cassius 
Huntley, Ashley Shields, William Sterret 

Johnson, Maguies White, Walter Raleigh 

Jones, John D. Willard, Simeon Sylvester 

Kryslier, William Williams, Richard 

Lind, Charles —36. 


LA FAYETTE CHAPTER, No. 24. 

Camptonville, Tuba County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS i 


Bichard Munt, High Priest , 

William Walker Gibson, King , 

William Alex. Meek, Scribe, 

Charles O’Hara, Captain of the Host, 
Beiy. Threlkeld O’Rear, Prin. Sftjoumer , 
Valentine Cook McMurray, R. A. Captain , 


Silas Sherman Baker, Master of 3d Vail, 
Isaac Elias, Master of 2d Vail, 

John Henry Beaman, Master of 1st VaU. 
Josiah Perkins Brown, Treasurer , 
Stephen Spencer, Secretary , 

Peter Russell, Guard. 


Josiah Perkins Brown, 
Richard Munt, 


Arnott, James 
Baxter, John 


Past High Priests i 

Joshua Hutchings Variel, Valentine Cook McMurray. 
Benj. Threlkeld O’Rear, 

ROYAL ARCH MASON8 : 

Landecker, David Henry Walton, Geo. Washington 

—17. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : PAST MASTERS : 

Mansur, Carlos Frederick-1. Baker, Richard Calvin, David— 2. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT 07 DUES : 
Dickenson, Barney Hawley— 1. 
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GEORGETOWN CHAPTER, No. 25. 

Georgetown El Dorado County. 


Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS t 


George Washington Hunter, High Priest , 
George Washington Simpers. King , 
William Carey Anderson. Scribe, 

John Dodd Skinner, Captain of the Host, 
Harvey Kelly, Principal Sojourner , 

Isaac Priestly Jackson, R. A. Captain , 


James Moon, Master 3 d Vail, 
Rinaldo Pillippini, Master 2 d Vail, 
John Jay Lawyer, Matter 1st Vail , 
Elijah Harper Watson, Treasurer , 
Richard Doncaster, Jr., Secretary , 
Charles Langley, Guard . 


Richard Doncaster, Jr., 
William Roush, 

Alden, Samuel Jemmison 
Armstrong, Thomas Z. 
Bassi, Giosne 
Beattie, George 
Benjamin, De Witt C. 
Berry, Solomon Adam 
Carter, John E. 
Crawford, Ellison Lassell 


Past High Priests s 

John Ernest Knnkler, Henry Warren Rnssell. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Davison, John P. McNevin, Henry Patrick 

Downs, John L. Nye, Samuel Porter 

Dunahoo, Wm. Washington Pedrini, Cipriano 
Epps, Tinsley Barton Pedrini, Massimino 

Fleishman. Jacob Spencer, Willis Eugene 

Hawks, Zeeb Cortez Wade, John 

Lagerson, Frederick Wiley, Reuben Rich 

Markle, John Alexander —38. 


EXCLUDED : 

Doncaster, Samuel Prince, Daniel— 2. 

DIED: 

McMnrray, James Donglass — 1. 


OAKLAND CHAPTER, No. 20. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Thursdays in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


Thatcher Peter Wales, High Priest , 
George Mansfield Blake, King , 

Christian Bagge, Scribe, 

William Burt Clayton, Captain of the Host , 
Benjamin Akerly, Principal Sojourner , 
Samnel Hirehberg, Royal Arch Captain, 


William H. Irwin, Master 3d VaU, 

Willy H. Trogden, Master 2d Vail , 

Harry Elisha Hitchcock, Master 1st Vail, 
Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, Treasurer , 

, Secretary, 

Walter Prosser, (not a member,) Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, Benjamin Akerly, George Mansfield Blake. 


Ayen, William Henry 
Bagley, William Patrick 
BeazeU, James 
Becht, Joseph 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Bell, Samnel Bookstaver, Carrick, John Willard 
Block, Emanoel David Chapman, Lemnel G. 

Brown, Rosenwell Jackson Chisholm, John 
Caddy, John Cooley, James Mnnro 
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Cooms, Henry 
Cordes.Paul Henry 
Crane, William Watrous 
Cashing, Clinton 
Delger, Frederick 
Dieves, Joseph 
Elliott, Matthew 
Evers, John Henry 
Fenn, John Lewis 
Gabb, William Moor 
Geischen, John 
Greenwood, Jacob 
Harwood, Wm. Donglass 

Brooks, Frank Howard 
Carlton, George 


McKee, Samuel Bell 


Havens, Henry Herman 
Henninger, Frederick 
Hillebrand, Henry 
Hobbs, Levit Moses 
Howe, Micha Mead 
Jansen, Ernest F. George 
Kyto, James Carter 
Lentell, James 
Mann, Benj. Franklin 
Maloon, Benjamin 
McMillen, Robert 
Minor, James 0. 

Nolan, Stephen 


PAST MASTER : 
Reed, Charles H.— 1. 


Rector, Led well James 
Searing, William 
Shattack, Francis K. 
Shimon, John Lewis 
Sm : th, Elzaphan Ithamon 
Snider, Lyman Nutt 
Tickner, Daniel 
Van Voorhies, William 
Warner, Franklin 
Watkins, Leonard 
Watson, William 0. 
Wheelan, Alanson 
Zabel, Julius— 61. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Michelson, Isaac Emmet Miner, James Macklin — 3. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Grosso, Constantine Irwin, John Clarke — 4. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Beal, Rufus, Jr. Estrado, Frederick Seddon, James— 3. 


DELTA CHAPTER, No. 27. 

Auburn, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon , 

OFFICERS t 

Benjamin Franklin Myres, High Priest , William George Greene, Master 3 d Vail, 
George Washington Applegate, King, Gera Bretten Predmore, Master 2d Vail, 

William Henry Mullen, Scribe , Benj’n Dulaney Dunham, Master 1st Vail , 

John Riggs Crandall, Captain of the Host, Francis Antone Lux, Treasurer , 

Edward Guy Smith, Principal Sojourner , David Waldemer Lubeck, Secretary , 
Edward Frederick Holley, R . A. Captain, Thomas Jamison, Guard. 


Pont High Priests t 

John Riggs Crandall, Benjamin Franklin Myres. 


Harper, Thomas Burell 
Hell wig, Charles 
Laven, Janies Andrew 
McBride, John 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Pratt, Jonathan Davis 
Rasing, Edward S. 
Shepard, Michael Harper 


Stonecipher, Isaac 
Waldron, Mahlon 
Ward well, Jarius Vespasian 
— 22 . 


PAST MASTER: 
McGuire, Lucius — 1. 


RESTORED : 
Elliot, Simon G.— 1. 


WITHDRAWN : 
Elliot, Simon G. — 1. 
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STOCKTON CHAPTER, No. 28. 

Stockton, San Joaquin County. 

Stated Meetings , fourth Tuesday in each month , 


OFFICERS t 

Thomas Kent Hook, High Priest, Jno. Rob’t Scott Jackson, Master 3d Vail , 

Alexander Chalmers, King , Edward Scott, Master 2d Vail , 

Joseph Mills Cavls, Scribe , Philip Thomas Brown, Master 1st Vail, 

George Alex. McKenzie, Capt.ofthe Host , Edward Richard Hedges, Treasurer. 
Willard Franklin Fletcher, Pr. Sojourner , Lemuel Elisha Lyon, Secretary , 

William Graham, Royal Arch Captain , Thomas Driver, Guard . 


Past High Priests i 

Isaac Stevene Titus, P. G. H. P . Timothy Winn Newell 

William Abraham Davis, P. D. G . H. P. Gilbert Barnett Claiborne, 

Royal Bellows Parker, Edward Richard Hedges. 


Bargion, Peter 
Barada, Laurent 
Belding, Charles 
Beritzhoff, Alex. Charles 
Bertrand, Louis 
Bond, Morris Hartwell 
Brutschy, Charles 
Burkett, Alexander 
Caino, John 
Choate, Thomas Baker 
Cooper, Calvin Savage 
Cutting, Lewis Morrison 
Daniels, James Moore 
Dorrance, Henry Tally 
Dyke, Ozro D. 

Eldridge, Edward Duane 
Eldridge, Samuel 
Elliott, Lyman Weston 
Ely, Benjamin Ezra Stiles 
Evans, George Spofford 
Fanning, Howard Malcom 


ROYAL ARCH MA80NS. 
Fraser, Philip Barry 
Grissim, Henry 
Hickman. Edward 
Hodgkins, Henry 
Houston. William James 
Hume, James 
Ireland, Elias 
Ivory, Charles Oscar 
Kelsey, John Milton 
Keeler, William Henry 
Kiqgsley, James Forman 
Langford, Benj. Franklin 
Littlehale. James 
Milco, Nicola 
Misener, Norman Sumner 
Mountjoy, George Lewis 
Munter, August Fred. Wm. 
Orr, Nelson Mills 
Peters, Joseph D. 

Roberts, John Arthur 
Roseman, Frederick 


Sargent, Henry Sumner 
Sedgwick, John 
Seilnacht, Frank 
Selden, James Richard 
Shaw, Henry Coffin 
Shurtleff, Geo. Augustus 
Smith, Geo. Falkenborough 
Smith, James Caldwell 
Stamper, William B. 
Stevens, Eben Shepard 
Stewart, Frank 
Stockton, Elias Alonzo 
Swain, Cornelius 
Taylor, Ed. Hy. Courtnay 
Thresher, Minord Sprague 
Tilghman, George 
Yance, John Anderson 
Wilhoit, Roley Early 
Wilson, Thomas 
Zimmerman, John A — 79. 


MOST EXCELENT MASTER : 
Kirkland, William— 1. 


PAST MASTERS: 

Campbell, Washington Lafayette Harrold, Nathaniel Siggons — 2. 
WITHDRAWN : 

Rothenbush, Peter— 1. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES^ 

Daly, John Meinecke, Frederick Sheeran, John— 3. 


EXCLUDED: 

Seldner, Jacob Joseph— 1. 
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MANZANITA CHAPTER, No. 29. 

North San Juan, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Friday in each month , 

OFFICERS i 

John Storer McBride, Sigh Trieste John McCoy, Master of 3d Vail , 

George Camminga Spooner, King, Henry Hndaon Rich, Master of 2d VaU, 

John Thomas Morgan, Scribe , Patrick Henry Batler, Master of 1st YaU, 

Reginald Powell, Captain of the Host , John Ambrose Seely, Treasurer, 

Elias Bramon Harris, Principal Sojourner , Martin Van Buren Chapman, Secretary , 
Frank Napoleon Morris, R. A. Captain , William Banning, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

John Ambrose Seely, John Benedict Hnnter, 

George Washington Perkins, John Storer McBride. 

Joseph Cook, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Fitter, John McNnlty, Henry 

Freeman, Thomas Noblet, William Berry 

Furth, Jacob Ovett, Alonzo Willis 

Getchell, Hiram Phillips, Reuben 

Henderson, David Pollard, Charles Joseph 

Hillard, Samuel Robert Redington, James 
Huff, William Stone, John 

Inder, Job Staples Swan, Anson Burlingame 

Ipson, Hans Treanor, James Me Wade 

Jepson, Jacob Trood, William 

McCullough, James Tucker, Joseph Bernard 

McDonald, Andrew Jackson Westerfleld, Wm. Jackson 
McMurry, Robert —53. 

PAST MASTER : 

Bank, Frederick— 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Abbott, Charles Atwood Powell, Sidney— 2. 

EXCLUDED : 

Kinney, Henry Lee— 1. 


NAPA CHAPTER, NO. 30. 

Napa, Napa County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Henry Hay Knapp, High Priest , William Henry Holliday, Master 3d VaU f 

Beeby Robinson, King, David Leopold Haas, Master 2d VaU, 

Dimsdill Burr Carver, Scribe , Lewis Marion Corwin, Master 1st VaU, 

William Andrews, Captain of the Host, Peter Van Bever, Treasurer, 

Robert Crouch, Principal Sojourner , Henry Conrad Horstmeyer, Secretary, 
Daniel Barrel Parks, R. A . Captain, Amos Smith Knapp, Guard . 


Allinburg, Charles 
Atwater, Henry 
Ayer, Leonard Barney 
Beard, James Edward 
Bell, Vincent George 
Bnhring, Louis 
Cadwallader, Niram 
Chifeholm, James 
Cooke, Joseph Bailey 
Cull, Henry 
Cull, Richard Camron 
Cunard, James Henry 
Effinger, John Henry 
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Henry Hay Knapp, 

Armstatz, Henry Loais 
Blake, Charles Morris 
Briggs, Sebra 
Brown, William Reed 
Clark, Samuel Gilman 
Davis, James Richardson 
Ellis, Frederick Plammer 
Everts, Charles Nicholas 

Hoover, John 


Brown, Edgar 


Past High Priests i 

Robert Crouch, 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Fisher, William Frederick 
Ford, George Wellman 
Getz, Marcus 
Greer, Thomas 
Meckleubnrg, Joseph 
Olmstead, George Henry 
Ritchie, Silas 
Sampson, Andrew 


Ralph Ellis. 

Sayward, James Wheaton 
Smith, Wm. Corb Schanck 
Sterling, Robert Henry 
Still wagon, Wm. Wilson 
Tucker, Thomas Jefierson 
Wines, Charles Buckley 
Wright, John Ripley 

—36. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Jackson, John A.— 2. 

RESTORED : 

Still wagon, William Wilson— 1. 

EXCLUDED • 

Farmer, William— 2. 


MARTINEZ CHAPTER NO. 31. 

Martinez, Contra Costa County. 

Stated Meetings , Monday of or next preceding Full Moon . 
OFPICERS i 

Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer, High Priest , John Tucker, Master of 3 d Vaii t 
Daniel Fraser, King , Barry Baldwin, Master of 2d Vail , 

Solomon Newberger, Scribe , Ernest Del Place. Master of 1st Vail , 

Wm. Henry Buckley, Captain of the Host , Simon Blum, Treasurer , 

Isidor Weiss, Principal Sojourner , George Atwood Sherman, Secretary , 

Thomas Allen Brown, R. A . Captain , — — , Guard . 


Past High Priests t 

Warren Brown, Hiram Mills, Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer. 

Thomas Allen Brown, William Morrill Hale, 


Doughty, William 
Fassett, Harry Wallbridge 
Gallagher, Henry Clay 
Girvan, William 
Gray, James 
Hard, Roswell Burt 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Lambert, Hiram 
Mathews, Felix A. 

Moore, John Adams 
O’Brien, John Conlin 
Ruggles, Charles Augustus 
Shepard, Mark 


Shreeve, Benjamin 
Blitz, John 
Troy, John Henry 
Turner, Benjamin Coffin 
Wall, George 
Wiggins, George— 32. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : MARK MASTER : 

Walker, James Toomay— 1. Fernandez, Bernardo— 1. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Bradbury, William I. Classen, Henry— 2. 


DIED : 

Swain, George A.— 1. 
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LOS ANGELES CHAPTER, No. 33. 

Los Angles, Lot Angeles County. 

Stated Meetings , second Monday in each month . 

OFFICERS « 

Henry Sayre Orme, High Priest, Moritz Morris, Master 3d Vail, 

Francis Pliny Fisk Temple, King, George Rawson Butler, Master 2d VaU, 

Samuel Prager, Scribe , Christ’r Columbus Higby, Master 1st VaU, 

Samuel Calvert Foy, Captain of the Host, Samuel Mayer, Treasurer, 

Thomas Edwin Rowan, Prin. Sojourner, Wiliiam Henry Archibald Kidd, Secretary, 
Henry Nicholas Brunning, R. A. Captain. Herman Neideckeu, Guard. 

Fast High Priests t 

Abraham Wolf Edelman, John Quincy Adams Stanley. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

A Hanson, Horace Storey Hewitt, Eldridge Ed. Narbonne, Xath’l Andrew 

Bennett, Silas Holmes, Arthur Child Parcels, Horatio Sutton 

Bicknell, Jas. Witherspoon Holmes, James Gilmore Phelps, Elihu Charles 

Bnffhm, William Mansfield Horan, Andrew Portugal, Adolph 

Burdick, Thomas H. Jackson, Robert Everett Rich, Joseph Anderson 

Barrows, Henry Dwight Jacobs, Lewis Reed, John 

Brunson, Anson Jacoby, Herman Reiser, Theodore 

Burns, James Franklin Jacoby, Nathan Reynolds, John Jefferson 

Casad, Thomas Jaeger, Lewis J. F. Rolfe, Horace Cowen 

Chapman, William Smyth Johnson, Phillip Frederick Sainsevain, Michel 

Davis, Philip Kohler, Henry Stanway, Thomas S. 

Downey, John Gately Lambourne, Fred. Sweetzer, Charles Corodin 

Eberling, Christian Ludovic Lazzarovich, John Thompson, Peter 

Glenn, James Newton Lecouvreur, Frank Weill, Jacob 

Goller, John Levy, Michel Weston, Benjamin S. 

Hamilton, Henry Martin, William Thomas Workman, William 

Hammel, Henry — 63. 

PAST MASTERS: 

Dncommun, Charles Louis Michaelis, Marcus — 2. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : . DIED : 

Fleishman, Gustave — 1. Clement, Michael— 1. 


ALTURAS CHAPTER, NO. 34. 

La Porta, Plnnui Conx&ty. 

Stated Meetings , first Saturday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Elias Anderson, High Priest , August Frederick Robson, Master 3d VaU, 

Peter R. Meikle, King, Greenleaf Greeley Clough, Master 2d VaU, 

John Hiram Thomas, Scribe, Benj. Jacob Sammons, Master Ut VaU, 

John Preston Lloyd, Captain of the Host , Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, Treasurer, 
Roderick Sutherland, Prin. Bojoumer, Dixon Brabban, Secretary, 

Mark Schoflsld, Royal Arch Captain, John- Frederick Shultz, Guard . 
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Put High Priests t 

Abel McFarland, Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, Nathan Hosmer Stone. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Brewster, Sami. Thompson, Bill, Maxwell Gaddis 
Chittenden, Henry Hatfield Jenkins, John Wesley 


Crew, Alexander Hill 
Descombes, Francis 
Douglass, John 
Hendel, Charles Henry 


Jones, Joseph Lnckman 
Meikle, William 
Patterson, George 
Schofield, Miles 

PAST MA8TEB: 
Bnppert, Charles— 1. 
WITHDRAWN : 


Small, Jacob 
Smith, Charles 
Stone, Edwin 
Stover, John Emmet 
Ward, William— 31. 


Hart, Anthony Henry 


Robinson, John Rose— 2. 


NAVAL CHAPTER, No. 35. 

Vallejo, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , second Wednesday in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


Alex. Hopkins Hichborn, High Priest, 
Charles Daly, King , 

Jonathan Bond, Scribe , 

Jos. Collins Edgcorabe, Captain of the Host, 
Philip And’w Doyle, Principal Sojourner , 
Ensign Kimball Holmes, Royal Arch Capt. 


Thos. Jefferson Crowley, Master 3 d Vail , 
John Brownlie, Master of 2d Vail, 
Edmnnd McLees, Master of 1st VaU , 
Edward Thompson Starr, Treasurer , 
Frank Worthy Cushing, Secretary , 

Henry Stahl, Guard. 


John Mills Browne, 
Mattison Myers, 

Benas, Benjamin 
Brown, Frank Edward 
Brown, Roswell Homer 
Brace, Henry 
Bnrmeister, Fred’k Martin 
Carter, James 
Carter, William 
Chandler, Robert 
Drake, Frank 
Dyer, Colombia 
Falls, Richard James 
Frey, John 

Frisby, William Edward 
Garland, Francis 
GnlTy, Alexander 
Gunning, Alfred Henry 


Put High Priests i 

Philip Andrew Doyle, 

ROYAL ABCH MA80NS : 
Haas, Solomon Leon 
Hallin, Christian Theo. B. 
Higson, Frederick Delmer 
Hilborn, Samuel Greely 
Hillier, Herman Theodore 
Hilton, Eben 
Hogan, James Rines 
Mallett, George Fayette 
Morse, Charles Alonzo 
Phillips, James 
Plaisted, George Pomroy 
Porter, Thomas Alexander 
Powell, Abraham 
Robinson, Jno. Buckingham 
Root, William Champion 
Ross, David Campbell 

RESTORED : 


Osgood Hilton. 


Rothenbusch, Peter 
Rounds, George 
Rutherford, David 
Snow, Hiram King 
Thompson, John 
Titcomb, John Locke 
Toothaker, Harvey Purinton 
Topley, James 
Tripp, William Henry 
Voorhees, Albert Parsons 
Wilkins, James Malcolm 
Willate, Edward Albert 
Wilson, Albion Paris 
Wilson, William C. 

Wright, Gilbert Lafayette 
—61. 


Rideout, Albert Thackster— 1. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Grand Chapter of California. 


281 


WITHDRAWN s 

Atkinson, George Frederick Miller, Rudolph Rideout, Albert Th&ckster 

Michael, George Washington Moden, Erick Gabriel —6. 

SUSPENDED TOR NON-PAYMBT OF DUES : 

Harkison, Charles Harrington, Daniel Henderson, Orrington Lunt— 3. 


ALAMEDA CHAPTER, NO. 30. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Thursdays in each month. 


OFFICERS • 


Nathan Weston Spaulding, High Priest, 
Walter Laidlaw, King, 

Enoch Homer Pardee, Scribe , 

Calvin Call Knowles, Captain of the Host, 
James Johnson Porter, Prin. Sojourner, 
Thomas Hamil Pinkerton, R. A. Captain, 


Oscar L. C. Fairchild, Master 3 d Vail, 
Thomas Jefferson Arnold, Master 2d Vail, 
George Tork Lo ing, Master 1st Vail , 
Charles H. F. Braun, Treasurer , 

James Edward Ingols, Secretary , 
William Bowker Ingersoll, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, John Barton Harden, 

Alphens Fuller Williams, Nathan Weston Spaulding. 


Allardt, George Frederick 
Batchelder, James 
Bigelow, Henry Holmes 
Benton, John Elliott 
Campbell, Fred’k McLean 
Chappellet, Felix 
Cunningham, Parian R. 
Craib, William 
Crawford, John William 
Cushing, John 
Duncan, James Wesley 
Durant, Henry 
Dusenberry,Myr. Thompson 
Dwinelle, John Whipple 
Elliot, Washington 
Emery, Joseph Stickney 
Felton, John Brook 
Goodrich, John Van Buren 
Gordon, Jas. Smith Gilman 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Graham, William Morrow 
Gurnett, William James 
Hamilton, Laurentine 
Harmon, John Brown 
Haven, Charles Dwight 
Havens. John Franklin 
Hawkett, Arthur Wellington 
Healy, Jesse 
Howard, Charles Webb 
Lagrange, Oscar Hugh 
Laing, John 
Lamp ng, Peter A. 

Lufkin, Joseph 
Martin, Joseph 
Marston, Benjamin Sewall 
Mather, Solon Henry 
Mathews, Henry Edward 
Miller, J. Frank 
Miller, Robert Baird 


Miller, William Henry 
Miller, William Noble 
Murphy, Thomas John 
Palmer, Charles Theo. Hart 
Pasmore, Edward James 
Reichling, Francis 
Rutherford, Chas. Boardman 
Shorey, Albert 
Smith, James Dale 
Tarbett, Foster Berry 
Tubbs, Hiram 
Van Dyke, Walter 
Walker, George Russell 
Ward, Robert 
Warner, Alex. Lafayette 
Watson, John Braddock 
Webber, Mack 
Whitney, George Edwin 
— 71. 


Bartlett, Pliny 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Case, Isham Whedon, James Thomas— 3. 

MARK MASTER : 

Collins, Albert William— 1. 


Denis, Samuel William 
Smith, George Frank 

9 


WITHDRAWN s 


EXCLUDED : 


Fuller, A. L.— 2. 
Stewart, James T — 2, 
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SILO AM CHAPTER, No. 37. 

Colftex, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS! 

Melvyn Syms Gardner, High Priest, Octavius King Cloudman, Master 3d Vail, 
James Beverly Hodgdon, King , Leland Cadjew, Master 2d Vail , 

Alexander Gibson Oliver, Scribe, Ephraim Mariner Thomas, Master 1st VaU, 

David Wright Willard, Oapt. of the Host, William Barrows Hayford, Treasurer, 
Wanton Alfred Himes, Prin&l Sojourner, William Bainbridge Storey, Secretary, 
Leopold Lobner, Royal Arch Captain , Rafns Jenkins Tolman, Guard . 

Past High Priest : 

Jacob Hart Neff, G. tf, . P. 

ROYAL ARCH MA80NS : 

Allen, Lorenzo Thomas Holmes, James Osborn, Robert Smith 

Blanchard, Nathan Weston Kopp, Charles Mann Parks, James Harvey 

Bradley, Elisha Lafayette Kruger, William Henry Peden, Albert Oliver 

Coffins, Isaac Tibbits Le Kamp, John Henry Thomas, John Young 

Endean, William Murphy, Bernard Vincent, Nicholas 

Hackett, Henry Nichols, Thomas Jefferson —30. 

PAST MASTERS : 

Lobner, Morris Osborn, Watson Brown— 2. 


SANTA CRUZ CHAPTER, No. 38. 

Santa. Crux, Santa Crux County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


John Murray Brown, High Priest, 
Pierce Bye Fagan, King, 

William Felker, Scribe, 

Bernhart Wise, Captain of the Host , 
Henson Poland, Principal Sojourner , 
Jacob Parsons, Royal Arch Captain, 


Wm. Nelson Cummings, Master 3d Vail, 
William Ely, Master 2d Vail , 

Richard Harrison Hall, Master 1st Vail, 
Samuel Arnold Bartlett, Ti'easurer, 
Edward Bender, Secretary , 

Edmund Wellington, Guard. 


Past High Priest i 

John Nelson Besse. 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Anthony, George 


Fitch, Edwin 


Blackburn, Daniel Drew Grant, John 
Blakeley, Samuel Wallace Hinds, David 


Chase, John Day 
Collins, George Ulmer 
Daubenbiss, John 


Hinds, Peter Richmond 
Lake, George Peter 
Lincoln, Charles Henry 


McKienan, Charles 
Simon, Ephraim Israel 
Skinner, Henry 
Smith, John Morgan 
Williams, Edward Lawrence 
— 30. 
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PAST MASTER: 

Thompson, Richard— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Fake, George John Horr, James Cortland 

Haynes, Philip Lyman Johnson, Frederick — 4. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Jones, Lorenzo Allen Rawson, Asa Warren — 2. 


DONNER CHAPTER, NO. 39. 


Tmek.ee, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Mondays in each month . 


OFFICERS t 


James Henry Hoadley, High Priest , 

Jacob Van Deuser Hoag, King , 

Elle Ellen, Scribe , 

Samuel Parker, Captain of the Host, 
Joseph Dearborn Hilton, Prin. Sojourner, 
Joseph Marzen, Royal Arch Captain, 


George Schaffer, Master 3 d Vail, 
Ulysses Socrates Dewey, Master 2 d VaU, 
Aaron Berg, Master 1 at Vail, 

Hiram Whitehead Roberts, Treasurer, 
Charles Fayette McGlashan, Secretary, 
Ephraim Hogan, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

James Henry Hoadley, Aaron Davis Park. 


Adolphe, Jnlias 
Austin, Thomas 
Bacon, Benjamin Franklin 
Bell, Bobert 

Bittanconrt, Thomas Maria 
Boyde, John 
Brickell, Edward John 
Butt, Levi Daniel 
Campbell, William Baker 
Clark, John P. 

Conrtois, Charles 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Doan, Latimer Emery 
Frates, Frank 
Gaylord, Eben Hills 
Gray, William Cushman 
Hamilton, Edward 
Hill, William Henry 
Hoy, James Wellington 
Jackson, Julius Dunham 
Joesink, Bern. Hendrikus 
Johnson, Hogan 


Marshall, James Edgar 
Perrin, Edward Russel 
Preddy, John Thomas 
Reanda, Julio 
Royal, George 
Schaffer, Edward 
Schaffer, George Henry 
Schiveley, Albert Redstone 
Shields, Michael 
Turner, Jacob Perry 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Holt, Andrew Jackson 


Leach, David Walter— 2. 


Graham, Levi Allen 


WITHDRAWN : 
Rhoda, August John 


McCarthy, Patrick— 3. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



284 


Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


RED BLUFF CHAPTER, No. 40. 

Bed Blmtt, Tehama County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Saturdays after each Full Moon . 
OFFICERS t 

Adoniram Judson Loomis, High Priest, George Champ Lin, Master 3d Vail , 
William Boyd Parker, King, John Stewart Hall, Master 3d Vail , 

Hosmer Curtis Copeland, Scribe , Silas Washington Kenney, Master 1st VaU , 

John Clements, Captain of the Host, Henry Clay Richart, Treasurer , 

Robert Hurd Blossom, Prin . Sojourner, Reraemb’ce Hughes Campbell, Secretary , 
Mayor Misch, Royal Arch Captain, Samuel S. Thomas, Guard . 

Past High Priest : 

Adoniram Judson Loomis. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Bettis. Rawson Southerland Jaokson. Alexander Bell 


Cameron, James Strong 
Collins, Henry 
Cone, Joseph Spenoer 
Elkins, Henry Marrett 
Galland, Joseph Barnet 


Lewis, Edward Jefferson 
Merrill, Nathaniel 
Miller, Francis 
Morris, George Franklin 
Nagle, Peter Buck 


Phillips, John Waterman 
Puls, George 
Schoenfield, Jeremiah 
Stokes, John Gardner 
Wadsworth, Silas Marsden 
Wilson, Henry Clay — SO. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS: 


Healey, Lucian Bonaparte 


Vestal, Frank A— 2. 


MARK MASTER: 


DIED: 


Reiser, Ellis— 1. 


Ross, George— 1. 


TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. 41. 

Watsonville, Santa Crux County. 

Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


William Wallace Ross, High Priest, 

James Waters, King, 

James Ingham, Scribe , 

William Van Doren, Captain of the Host 
William George Hadson, Prin. Sojourner, 
Alexander Chalmers, Royal Arch Captain , 


John Sidney Payne, Master 3d Vail, 
Michael Gagnon, Master 3d VaU, 

Moses Burril Howard, Master 1st VaU, 
Jeremiah Sheldon Chapman, Treasurer, 
Charles Lewis Thomas, Secretary , 
George Hamilton Brewington, Guard . 


Past High Priestt 

James Martin Rodgers. 


Abbot, Carlisle Stewart 
Brown, James Hiram 
Brownstone, David 
Card, George Boardman 
Craig, Andrew 
Flint, Thomas 
Frleremuth, Hervy Weston Morris, Moses 
Howard, Volney 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS. 

Landrum, William Merimon Putnam, Azro Carlton 


Look, Prince Helleman 
Lyster, Henry 
Mauk, Edwin Franklin 
Martin, Enos James 
Mitchell, Charles Edward 


Rounds, Henry A. 

Stroud, Tracy 
Thrift, Alexander 
Wahler, Joseph Daniel 
Warner, Henry Conrad 
Williamson, William 

- 36 . 
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CHICO CHAPTER, No. 42. 

Chloo, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Mondays in each momth. 


OFFICERS t 


Charles Lewis Pond, High Priest , 

Rnfas Macagah Cochran, King, 

Aug. Harley Chapman, Scribe , 

Robert Emmet Warren, Capt. of the Host , 
Chas. Alton Miller, Principal Sojourner , 
Watson King Springer, Royal Arch Capt. 


Garrett Wells Wallraven, Master 3d Vail, 
William Duncan King, Master 2d Fail, 
Obediah Leininger, Master 1st Vail , 
Charles Louis Stilson, Treasurer , 
Edward Hoole, Secretary , 

Ira Alston Wetherbee, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Charles Louis Pond, Rufus Macagah Cochran. 


Bennett, Isaac Rugg 
Bid well, John 
Bradley, William Leroy 
Clark, James Birney 
Colby, Gilbert Winslow 
Daniels, Samuel 
Decker, James Madison 
Durham, Wm. Wellington 
Fuller, Harrison William 
Garner, John Mortimer 
Gifford, Albert Jndson 
Guynn, Pleasant Medrian 
Hamblin, Geo. Lawrence 
Hansen, Lauritz 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Harmon, Guilford Lafayette Parton, Huse Owen 
Holbrook, Charles Henry Robinson, John Rose 
Holmes, Henry Preston Sawyer, Alexander 
Houghton, Jos. Richardson Spronl, Samuel Murray 
Hubbs, Benjamin Albert Stevens, Warren Charles 
Jones, George Foster Tanqnary, Oliver Hazard P. 
Ketchum, John Addison Taylor, George Matteson 
Mason, Carnot Courtland Tilden, William Perirgrine 
Mitchell, James Ewing Turner, John Alphonso 
Montgomery. J.W. Bradford Turner, William Tomes 
Montgomery, John Newton Warren, Cyrus Greenleaf 
Montgomery, Thos. Mitchell Waylaid, Joseph Franklin 
Murdock, William Young, Alexander 

Nichols, Edward Cuyler — 63. 

PA$T MASTER: 

Batchelder, Hiram Treat— 1. 


SOLANO CHAPTER, No. 43. 

Sulsun, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon , 


OFFICERS s 


William Sewall Wells, High Priest , 
Columbus Palestine Reeves, King r 
John Baptist Bope, Scribe , 

John Tyrrell, Captain of the Host , 

Albert Fred. Knorp, Principal Sojourner , 
Jerome Bonaparte Richardson, jR. A . Capt. 


Eben Dorman Perkins, Master 3d Fail, 
Julian Buel Hoyt, Master 2d Fail, 
Allen Charles Miller, Master 1st VaU, 
Duke Davis Reeves, Treasurer , 

Joseph Wolf Stamper, Secretary, 
William Gustavus Davisson, Guard . 


Past High Priests i 

William Bewail Wells, John Baptist Bope. 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


Bauman, Jacob Henry 
Cap ell, James Smith 
Chapman, Adeline 
Coghlan, John Maxwell 
Davis, George Ransom 
Hoyt, George Adolphus 


VISALIA CHAPTER, No. 44. 

Visalia, Tulare County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Saturdays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

Charles Carroll Strong, High Priest , William Harland, Master 3d Vail, 

Robert Chidley Broder, King , Theodore Spencer, Master 2d Vail, 

Basil Gaither Parker, Scribe , Pleasant Byrd, Master 1st VaU, 

Benj. Lafayette Conyers, Capt. of the Host , Abram H. Murray, Treasurer , 

Andrew Henderson Broder, Pr. Sojourner, Samuel G. Creighton, Secretary, 
Jeremiah Parker, Royal Arch Captain, , Guard. 

Past High Priest i 

Charles Carroll Strong. 

ROYAL ABCH MASONS : 

Glasscock, Alpha Hayden Jourdan, Francis 
Grussenmyer, Joseph F. M. Kelly, Thomas Almareno 
Hockett, John Benjamin Stoneman, Finis Ewing 
Henry, Albert Reece Wells, Morgan James 

Johnson, Thomas Price —25. 


Baker, Martin 
Carothers, Samuel 
Chatten, Richard 
Davisson, Israel 
Eaton, Mathew 


ROYAL ABCH MASONS : 

Hoyt, William Kimball Owens, Woodford, Jr. 

Marston, Jeremiah Hobbs Robbins, Reuel Drinkwater 
McKinley, Geo. Churchill Robinson, John 
Miller, Meredith Rains Smith, Sampson 

Moore, Arthur Stewart, Samuel— 29. 

Nurse, Stephen Kirby 


SANTA ROSA CHAPTER, No. 46. 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald, High Priest, John Thompson Knox, Master 3d VaU, 


William Hammet Bond, King . 

Elijah Thompson Farmer, Scribe, 
Edward Neblett, Captain of the Host. 
Robert Kirtley Hays, Prin. Sojourner, 
John Hendley, Royal Arch Captain, 


Peter Hailman, Master 2d Vail , 
Robertson Head, Master 1st Vad, 
Theodore Falkerson, Treasurer , 

, Secretary, 

Julio Carrillo, Guard. 


Beam, Jeremiah 
Gordon, James Burns 


ROYAL ABCH MASONS : 
Griggs, Joseph Henry 
Label, H. 


Overton, Albert Berry 

—16. 
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WOODLAND CHAPTER, No. 46. 

Woodland, Tolo County. 

Staled Meetings, first and third Wednesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

James Alex. Hatton, Master 3d Vail, 
Franklin Sylvester Freeman Master 2d Vail, 
Andrew Carlisle Kean, Master 1st VaU , 
Charles Henry Davis, Treasurer , 

David Schindler, Secretary , 

James Vein, Guard. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Aronson, Henry Goodin, Thomas C. 

Goode, Daniel Boone Snowball, John W,— 16. 


Thomas Cross Pockman, High Priest, 
John Dwight Crittenden, King, 

John Dickson Stephens, Scribe, 
Godfrey Rodolph, Captain of the Host, 
George Jermain Cole, Prin. Sojourner, 
James Johnson, Royal Arch Captain, 
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26 Manzanita, 29 iNorth San Juan, Nevada May 10, 1861 

27 Napa 30 Napa City, Napa May 9, 1862 

28 Martinez, 31 Martinez Contra Costa, “ 41 11 

f29 Quincy, 32 Quincy, Plumas, May 8, 1863 

30 Los Angeles, 33 LosAngeles, Los Angeles, Oct. 7, 1864 
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List of Grand Officers , 


GRAND OFFICERS 

Mooted since the Organisation of the Grand Chapter, July 28, A I. 2384. 


1 8 5 4 . 

Charles M.Radcliff, Grand High Priest. A. B. Hoy, Grand King. 

John D. Creigh,. Ztep. Grand High Priest. Hugh G. Platt, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 5 5 . 

John D. Creigh,. . . . Grand High Priest. William W. Traylor, Grand King. 

Isaac Davis, Dep. Grand High Priest. Leverett Bradley, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 6 . 

Orange H. Dibble,. . . Grand High Priest. Whiting G. West, Grand King. 

Wm. W. Traylor, Dep. Grand High Priest. * J ames A. J ackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 7 . 

William W. Traylor, Grand High Priest. Whiting G. West.. . Grand King. 

Thos. H.Caswell, Dep.Grand High Priest. ♦James A. Jackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 8 . 

Thomas H. Caswell, Grand High Priest. ♦James A. Jackson, Grand King . 

Whiting G.Wkst, Dep. Grand High Priest. *Henry Hare Hartley,. . . Grand Scribe . 

1 8 5 0 . 

Whiting G. West, Grand High Priest. Aaron D. Park, Grand King. 

*H. H. Hartley, . Dep. Grand High Priest. ♦Lewis Reynolds, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 6 0 . 

♦Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Priest. James W. Bicknrll, Grand King . 

Adolphus Hollos, Dep. Grand HighPriest. Ezra Howard Yan Dboar, Grand Scribe. 

1861 . 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Priest. Ezra Howard Yan Deoar, Grand King. 
AnoLPnusUoLLUB'Dep.GrandHighPriest. John Kirkpatrick, Grand Scribe. 

1862 . 

Adolphus Hollub,. . Grand High Priest. John Kirkpatrick, Grand King. 

Ezra H. VanDecar, . Dep. Gr. High Priest. Charles Marsh Grand Scribe. 

1 863 . 

Ezra H. Y an Decar, . . Grand High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick,. Dep. GrJUgh Priest. William A. Davies Grand Scribe. 

18 6 4 . 

•Isaac Davis, Grand High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, Dep. Gr.High Priest. William A. Davies, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 6 5 . 

John Kirkpatrick,. .Grand High Priest. William A. Davies, Grand King. 

Charles Marsh, Dep. Grand High Priest. Isaac 8. Titus, Grand Scribe. 


* Deceased. 
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186 «. 

Charles Marsh, Grand High Priest. Isaac S. Titus, Grand King • 

Wm. A. Davies,. Dtp. Grand High Priest. John W. Harville, Grand Scribe. 

186 7 . 

Isaac S. Titus, Grand High Priest. John W. Harville Grand King . 

•Jas. A. Jackson,. ,Dep.[Gr. High Priest. George T. Grimes, Grand Scribe . 

1868 . 

John W. Harville,. Grand High Priest. Jas. Lawrence English, . . . Grand King . 
George T. Grimes, Dep. Gr. High Priest. Jacob H. Neff, Grand Scribe . 

1870 . 

George T. Grimes, . . Grand High Priest . Jacob H. Neff, Grand King . 

Jas. Lawr. English, . Dep . Gr . H . Priest . Stephen Wing Grand Scribe . 

1871 . 

Jas. L. English, Grand High Priest . Stephen Wing, Grand King . 

Jacob H. Neff, Hep . Gr . H . Priest . Joseph Isaacs, Grand Scribe . 

18 7 2 . 

Jacob H. Neff, Grand High Priest . Wm. Thomas Reynolds, Grand King . 

Joseph Isaacs, Hep . Gr . H . Priest . Wm. Alex. January, Grand Scribe . 

1873 . 

Wm. A. Davies, Grand High Priest . Wm. Thomas Reynolds,. . .Grand King . 

Joseph Isaacs, Hep . Gr . R . Priest . Wm. Alexander January,. Grand Scribe . 

♦Deceased. 
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Grand Chapters. 


GRAND CHAPTERS 

IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 


Grand Chapters. 

Grand Secretaries. 

Residence. 

ALABAMA, 

. . .Daniel Sayre, 


ARKANSAS, 

. . .Luke E. Barber, 


CANADA, 

. . .Thomas Bird Harris, 


CONNECTICUT 

. . . Joseph K. Wheeler, 

Hartford. 

DELAWARE, 

. . .J. P. Allmond, 

....Wilmington. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,. 

. ..C. W. Hancock 


ENGLAND AND WALES,.. 

...John Hervey 

London. 

FLORIDA 

. . .W. M. McIntosh, 


GEORGIA 

. . . J. Emmett Blackshbar, 

. . . .Savannah 

ILLINOIS 

...James H. Miles, 


INDIANA 

. .John M. Bramwell 


IOWA, 

. . .William B. Langridge, 


KANSAS, 

. .Erasmus T. Carr, 


KENTUCKY, 

..John M. 8 . McCorkle,. . . , 


LOUISIANA, 

. . .James C. Batchelor, 


MAINE 

. . .Ira Berry, 

Portland. 

MARYLAND 

. . .William A. Wentz 


MASSACHUSETTS, 

... 7 a . H. Thomas, 


MICHIGAN 

...J. Eastman Johnson, 

. . . . Centre ville. 

MINNESOTA, 

. . .William S. Combs, 


MISSISSIPPI, 

. . . J. L. Power, 



MISSOURI, Geo. Frank Goulet St. Louis. 


NEW YORK, 

NORTH CAROLINA,. 

NOVA SCOTIA, 

OHIO, 

OREGON, 

PENNSYLVANIA, ... 
RHODE ISLAND 


TENNESSEE, . 

TEXAS, 

VERMONT,. . . 
VIRGINIA 


.Robert W. Furnass, 


..Abel Hutchins 


.John Wolterton 


. Christopher G. Fox, 


.Thomas B. Carr, 


.James Gossip 


.James Nesbit, 

Cincinnati. 

.R. P. Earheart, 


.John Thomson, 


.George H. Burnham, 


. Augustine T. Smyths,... 


.John Frizell, 


.Robert Brewster 


. .W. H. S. Whitcomb,.... 


.John Dove. 


.Odell S. Long, 


. W FT.T.I A V T. 

Milwaukee. 
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GRAND CONVENTION 

OF THE 

Order of High Priests 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION. 


The fourteenth Annual Grand Convention of the Order of High 
Priests of the State of California, assembled at the Masonio Temple, 
in the city of San Francisco, on Wednesday, the ninth day of April, 
1873, at eight o’clock, P. M. 

There were present the following 


OFFICEBS : 

The Jf>. E.\ WILLIAM WILSON TRAYLOR, .President ; 

“ Rr. E.\ Alvin Bacon Preston, Chaplain ; 

“ R.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, Treasurer ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder; 

44 R.\ E.\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchlbr, Conductor ; 

44 R.\ E.\ John Ernest Kunklbr Steward: 


Also Companions David Porter Bystlx, Thomas Callow, Jambs Dods, George 
Hbirn Gilbert, James Laidley, William Thompson Luther, Richard Munt, Jacob 
Hart Neff, Henry Peck, Jakes Martin Rodgers, John A. Seely, Charles E. 
Stone, John Francis Snow, Wiley James Tinnin, William Sew all Wells, Jer- 
emiah Elkins Whitchbr, Stephen Wing, William Abraham Davies, Joseph Isaacs, 
Robert Crouch, Samuel Graves, Alexander Gurdon Abell, Charles Louis 
Wiggin. 

The Mr, E.\ President made the following appointments, pro tem- 
pore : — 

Comp. Jacob Hart Neff Vice President ; 

44 William A. Davies Master qf Ceremonies ; 

44 Samuel Powell Lawson, Herald : 

And the Convention was opened in But jform* 

The reading of the minutes of the proceedings had at the last An- 
nual Convention was dispensed with, the members being furnished 
with printed copies thereof. 

Petitions were received from the following named companions : — 
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Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, 

William M unrob Petrie, 

Hibam Turoop Graves, 

Norman Dunning Rideout,. . . 

Edmund Taylor Wilkins, 

George May, 

Reuben Leech, 

Oscar Valentine Walker,. . 
George Washington Hunter,. 

Thatcher Peter Wales 

John Storer McBride 

Henry Sayre Orme 

Elias Anderson 

Alex. Hopkins Hichborn, 

Melvin Tyrus Gardner, 

Adoniram Judson Loomis,... 
Charles Lewis Pond, 


.High Priest, Sonora Chapter, 
. “ “ Sacramento 

. “ “ California 

.P. H. Priest, Washington 

•( «« a 

. “ “ Howard 

. “ “ Grass Valley 

.High Priest, Petaluma 
. “ “ Georgetown 

. “ “ Oakiand 

.P. H. Priest, Manzanita 
.High Priest, IjOS Angeles 
. “ “ AUuras 

. “ “ Naval 

. *• “ Silo am 

.P. H. Priest, Red Bluff 
.High Priest, Chico 


No. 


2 

3 

6 

13 

13 

14 
18 
22 

25 

26 
29 

33 

34 

35 
37 
40 
42 


Who were severally elected to receive the Order of High Priest. 


Companions Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, William Munroe Petrie, 
Hiram Throop Graves, George May, Reuben Leech, Thatcher 
Peter Wales, John Storer McBride, Henry Sayre Orme, Alex. 
Hopkins Hichborn, Elias Anderson, Melvin Tyrus Gardner, Ado- 
niram Judson Loomis, George Washington Hunter, and Charles 
Lewis Pond were severally introduced and received the Order of High 
Priest. 

The following named companions were then elected officers for the 


ensuing year : — 

The AT.*. &•. Samuel Graves President ; 

“ R,\ E.\ William Wilson Traylor, Vice President ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Alvin Bacon Preston Chaplain; 

“ R.\ E .\ Charles Marsh, Treasurer ; 

1 * R.\ E . \ Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder ; 

“ Rr. E William Abraham Davies, Master of Ceremonies ; 

“ R.\ E .\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchlkr Conductor ; 

“ R E ,\ Charles Louis Wiogin, Herald ; 

44 R E.\ Alkx. Gurdon Abell, Steward, 


On motion, it was 

Resolved , That the M. \ E.\ President be authorized to call a special Convention 
of High Priests at such time during the year as may be convenient, for the purpose 
of conferring the Order of High Priest upon Companions Oscar Valentine Walker, 
Edmund Taylor Wilkins, and Norman Dunnino Rideout, who could not be present 
at this meeting. 

There being no further business, the Convention was closed in 

§)ae <£orm. 

Attest : 

Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder . 
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OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


OF THE 

GRAND CONVENTION OF HIGH PRIESTS. 


OFFICERS i 

Samuel Graves, President , Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder , 

William Wilson Traylor, Vice President, Wm. Abraham Davies, Mast, of Ceremonies, 
Alvin Bacon Preston, Chaplain, Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Conductor , 

Charles Marsh, Treasurer , Charles Louis Wiggin, Herald , 

Alexander Gordon Abell, Steward. 


Akerly, Benjamin 
Anderson, Elias 
Bacon, Eli Griffith 
Barss, Frederick Ferdinand 
Bicknell, Jas. Witherspoon 
Blair, Charles Macmnrdo 
Bond, Joshua Lester 
Brady, Alex. Buchanan 
Brown, Josiah Perkins 
Brown, Thomas Allen 
Burke, John Martin 
Bystle, David Porter 
Besse, John Nelson 
Blake, George Mansfield 
Callow, Thomas 
Caswell, Thomas Hubbard 
Claiborne, Gilbert Burnett 
Cohn, Louis 
Crandall, John Riggs 
Creigh, John Dunbar 
Crouch, Robert 
Dobrowsky, Adolph 
Dods, James 
Doncaster, Richard, Jr. 
Doncaster, Samuel 
Davis, Edwin Ransom 
English, James Lawrence 
Ellis, Ralph 
Foster, Francis 
Gilbert, George Heirn 
Glover, James Russell 
Goss, Leonard 
Graham, Thomas Jefferson 
Grimes, George Tuttle 
Graves, Hiram Throop 
Gardner, Melvin Tyrus 
Harville, John William 
Hayes, Thayer Russell 
Harden, John B. 

Hayward, Alvinza 
Hedges, Edward Richard 


MEMBERS : 

Hewson, John Bankson 
Hichborn, Alex. Hopkins 
Hilton, Osgood 
Hoadley, James Henry 
Hollub, Adolphus 
Hunter, Geo. Washington 
I aacs, Joseph 
January, William Alex. 

Joy, Alex. Cartwright 
.Jump, Alemby 
Kingsley, James Forman 
Kirkpatrick, John 
Knapp, Henry Hay 
Knox, William Franklin 
Kyle, Thomas 
Kunkler, John Ernest 
Laidley, James 
Lanphier, Gilbert 
Lawrence, William Lee 
Lawson, Samuel Powell 
Leech, Reuben 
Loomis, Adoniram Judson 
Lott, Charles Fayette 
Lyon, William Henry 
Luther, William Thompson 
Mason, John Clifton 
May, George 
McCormick, William 
McFarland, Abel 
McMurry, Valentine 
McBride, John Storer 
Menzies, Stewart 
Millington, John 
Myres, Benjamin Franklin 
Myrick, Milton Hills 
Moot, Richard 
Neff, Jacob Hart 
Neville, John M. 

Newton William Davis 
O’ Rear, Benj. Threlkeld 
Orme, Henry Sayre 


Parkhurst, Russell 
Park, Aaron Davis 
Peck, Henry 

Perkins, Geo. Washington 
Petrie, William Munroe 
Pond, Charles Lewis 
Prassa, Francis Anthony 
Baynes, Alonzo Emery 
Ream, Daniel 
Reynolds, William Thomas 
Rich, William Clinton 
Rolfe, Tallman Hathaway 
Ross, James 
Roush, William 
Rodgers, James Martin 
Rodgers, Edwin Aldrich 
Russell, Henry Warren 
Ryan, William Henry 
Sage, Timothy 
Seely, John Ambrose 
Siesbuttel, Alexander 
Singley, James 
Stone, Charles E. 

Stone, Nathan Hosmer 
Snow, John Francis 
Spaulding, Nathan Weston 
Spear, Willard Smith 
Stanley, John Quincy Adams 
Tinnin, James Wiley 
Titus, Isaac Sutvene 
Turner, Jared 
Tuttle, Benjamin Franklin 
Walkegr, George Russell 
Warner, Henry 
Wales, Thatcher Peter 
Wells, William Sewell 
Weymouth, James Lambert 
Williams, Alphens Fuller 
White her, Jeremiah Elken 
Wing, Stephen 
Winterbnrn, George Howard 
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L 
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Address of the Grand High. Priest : 

WM. ABRAHAM DAVIES, Stockton. 

Address of the Grand Secretary : 

CHARLES LOUIS WIG-GIN, San Francisco. 

Address of the Grand Lecturer : 

THOS. HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. 


NOTICE. 

The Twentieth Annnal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of California will be 
holden at the Masonic Temple, in the city of San Francisco, commencing on the 
second Tuesday in April, A. I. 2404, A. D. 1874. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary. 
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I, Charles Louis Wigoin, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of California, do hereby certify that the following pages con- 
tain a true and faithful transcript of the proceedings of that Body, at its Twentieth 
Annual Convocation, commenced at the city of San Francisco on Tuesday, the 
fourteenth day of April, A. D. 1874, A. I. 2404, and of the returns of the subordinate 
Chapters and other matters authorized to be published. 



Mimony Wfemof, 

I have hereunto appended my official 
signature, and have affixed the Seal of 
the Grand Chapter of California, this 
twenty-first day of April, A. D. 1874, 
A. I. 2404. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 

GRAND CHAPTER 


OF 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OF TUB 


STATE OE CALIFORNIA, 

AT ITS 

TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVOCATION, 

HELD AT THE 

XA80HI0 TEMPLE, IH THE CITY OF BAH FRAHOIBOOj 

COMMENCED ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, A. D. 1874, A. I. 2404, 

AMD TERMINATED OK 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, A. D. 1874, A. I. 2404. 


SAN FRANCISCO: 

FRANK EASTMAN, PRINTER, 509 CLAY STREET. 

1874. 
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GRAND OFFICERS 


|ramt #f jopl Ji 


rth fasoits 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 


For the year commencing April \ A. /. 2404, and ending April , 
A. I 2405. 




Ms.Es. WM. ALEX. JANUARY, Grand High Priest, San Jose ; 

JR.*. E.\ WM. THOMAS REYNOLDS, . Deputy Grand High Priest, . San Francisco ; 

Rr.E.\ JOHN MILLS BROWNE Grand King Vallejo; 

R.\ E.\ HENRY HAY KNAPP Grand Scribe, Napa; 

R.\E.\ JOS. BON. SCOTCHLER, Grand Treasurer San Francisco ; 

R.\ E m . CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN,. .Grand Secretary San Francisco ; 

jB.\ E.\ Re o. JOHN E. BENTON,. .Grand Chaplain, Oakland; 

K\ NATHAN W. SPAULDING,. Grand Captain of the Host, O afcfcmd; 

K\ WILEY JAMES TINNIN, Grand Royal Arch Captain, Weavervide; 

Comp . SAMUEL DAVID MAYER,. .Grand Organist, San Francisco; 

44 IRA COLBURN ROOT, Grand Guard, San Francisco. 

GRAND LECTURER 1 

M.\ E.\ THOMAS HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. 
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GRAND CHAPTER 

OP 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OP THE 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

TWBXTXSTH 1V1UAL WIVOCATIQI. 


The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Califor- 
nia commenced its Twentieth Annual Convocation at the Masonic 
Temple, in the city of San Francisco, on Tuesday, the fourteenth day 
of April, A. D. 1874, A. I. 2404, at ten o’clock, A. M. 

Upon calling the roll of members there were found present the 


following — 

GRAND OFFICERS: 

The Mr. Er. WILLIAM ABRAHAM DAVIES, Grand High Priest ; 

44 Rr. Er. William Thomas Reynolds, Grand King ; 

u R. m . Er. William Alexander January, Grand Soribe ; 

44 R.\ Er. Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Grand Treasurer ; 

44 R.\ Er. Charles Louis Wiogin, Grand Secretary ; 

44 R. m . Er. John Elliott Benton Grand Chaplain; 

44 Mr. Er. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Grand Lecturer ; 

44 Rr. E.\ Henry Hay Knapp, Grand Capt. of the Host ; 

44 R.\ Er. Nathan Weston Spaulding, Grand Royal Arch Capt,; 

Comp. Samuel David Mayer, Grand Organist ; 

44 Ira Colburn Root, Grand Guard. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS : 

The Mr. Er. John Dunbar Creigh, Past Grand High Priest ; 


44 Mr. Er. William Wilson Traylor, 44 44 44 4 4 

44 Mr. Er. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 44 44 44 44 

44 Mr. Er. John Kirkpatrick, 44 44 14 44 

44 Mr. Er. Charles Marsh, 44 44 44 44 

44 Mr. E.\ John WilliamH arville, 44 1 4 44 44 

44 Mr. E.\ George Tuttle Grimes, 44 44 44 4 4 

44 Mr. E.\ James Lawrence English, 44 44 4 4 44 

44 Mr.E\ Jacob Hart Nefp, 44 44 4 4 

44 Rr. Er. Stephen Wing, Past Grand King : 

And the representatives of forty chartered Chapters, together with 
a number of Past High Priests, by service under this jurisdiction, 
entitled to seats. 
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[April 14, 


And there being a sufficient representation present, the Grand 
Chapter of California was opened in 4form, with music by the 

choir and prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 

The reading of the minutes at the last Annual Convocation was 
dispensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies 
thereof. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following committee — 

f Comp. George Heirn Gilbert, 

On Oi'edentiali : J «< William Monroe Petrie, 

( 14 Alexander Chalmers. 


After a brief recess the committee presented the following report 
of officers of the chartered Chapters, or their duly appointed proxies, 
and Past High Priests, by service within this jurisdiction, as present 
and entitled to seats, viz. : from 


San Francisco , . . .No. 1, . 

Sonora, No. 2,. 

Sacramento , No. 3,. 


California , No. 5, . . 


Nevada 

...No. 6,... 

Benicia,. 

...No, 7,.. 

Shasta 

...No. 9,.. 

Sutter, 

...No. 11,.. 

Calaveras , . . . 

.. No. 12,.. 

Washington,.. 

...No. 13,.. 

Howard, 

..No. 14,.. 

Cyrus, 

...No. 15,.. 

St. James r — 

...No. 16,.. 

Lxbanus , 

.. No. 17,... 



i 



Samuel Sternheim, High Priest ; 

Louis Cohn, Past High Priest ; 

John Dunbar Cbeioh, Past High Priest. 


Alvin Bacon Preston, Scribe and Past High Priest. 
William Monroe Petrie, High Priest and P.H.P. ; 
Powell Samuel Lawson, Past High Priest. 


Alfred Cooudgb Wajtt, High Priest; 

Joseph Miller Litchfield, King ; 

Alexander Gurdon Abell, 

Charles Louis Wiogin, 

George Tuttle Grimes, 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

James Laidley, 

John Francia Snow, [ Pa8t Hi « h P™** 8 - 

Hiram Throop Graves, 

William Wilson Traylor, 

John Kirkpatrick, 

John William Harville, 

Samuel Graves, J 


Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Past High Priest; 
C harle s Marsh, Past High Priest and Rep. 
Timothy Sage, High Priest and Past High Priest. 
Louis 'WteLLENDOBFF, High Priest. 

.Robert Aitken, King. 


Not represented. 


Edmund Taylor Wilkins, Past High Priest and R. 
Wilber Justus Wilcox High Priest; 

William Alexander January, Past High Priest; 
George May, Past High Priest. 


. John Waldo Thompson, Representative. 

.George Heirn Gilbert, High Priest and P. H. P. 
[ Edward George Spencer, King ; 

[ James Ross, Past High Priest. 
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Grass Valley 

..No. 18, 

.Reuben Leech, High Priest and P. H. P. 

Trinity 

..No. 19 | 

Olo Christian Christiansen, High Priest; 

Wiley James Tinnin, Past High Priest. 

Franklin, 

. .No. 20 

.Thomas Callow, High Priest and P. H. P. 

Sierra, 

..No. 21, 

.William Thompson Luther, High P. and P. H. P. 

Petaluma 

...No. 22, 

.Benj. F. Tuttle, P. H. P. and proxy for H. P. 

OHver, 

..No. 23 | 

\ Ambrose Hall Cowden, H. P. and P. H. P. ; 

| James Bussell Glover, Past High Priest. 

La Fayette ,. .. 

..No. 24, 

.Not represented. 

Georgetown,... 

. .No. 25 | 

| John Dodd Skinner, High Priest ; 

| Solomon Adams Berry, King. 

Oakland, 

. -No. 28, J 

1 

[ Thatcher Peter Wales, H. P. and P. H. P. ; 

| Jeremiah Elkins W hitcher, Past High Priest. 

Delta, 

...No. 27, 

.Charles John Hbllwig, High Priest. 
r Alexander Chalmers, High Priest; 

Stockton 

..No. 28, 

Geo. Alexander McKenzie, King; 

William Abbaham Davies, l Paat High Priesto. 
Edward Richard Hedges, ) 

ManxanUa, . . 

...No. 29, 

| John Stoker McBride. H. P. and P. H. P. ; 

] John Ambrose Skely, Past High Priest. 

Napa, 

...No. 30, 

( Robert Crouch, High Priest and P. H. P. ; 

| Henry Hay Knapp, Past High Priest. 

Martinez, 

. . .No. 31 

, .Thomas Allen Brown, Higl) Priest and P. H. P. 

Los Angeles, . 

...No. 33, 

j Samuel Prageb, King ; 

( Henry Sayre Orme, Past High Priest. 

AUuras, 

...No. 34, 

. .Peter R. Meikle, High Priest. 

’ George Fayette Mallett, High Priest ; 

Naval, 

. .No. 35, 

Frank Worthy Cushing, King; 

John Mills Bbowne, I p#gt Hi ^ Prie9t8 . 

Osgood Hilton, > 


Alameda , No. 36, 


Siloam , No. 37, 


f Walter Laidlaw, High Priest; 

Thomas Jefferson Arnold, King ; 

George Frederick Allardt, Scribe ; 

Joseph Bohapabte Sootchleb, I p t . p . 
Nathan Weston Spaulding, i ^ 


) Melvin Stms Gardner, High Priest and P. H. P. ; 
Jacob Hart Neff, Past High Priest. 


Santa Cruz,.. No. 38 i John Nelson Besse, 

( James Henry Hoadley, \ 


( John Murray Brown, High Priest and P. H. P. ; 

i Past High Priests. 


Dormer,... . 
Red Bluff,. 
Temple , ... 

Chico, — 
Solano,. . . 


.No. 39, Elle Ellen, High Priest. 

No. 40, Adoniram Judson Loomis, High Priest, and P. H. P. 


No. 42,. 


.No, 41, .James Martin Rodgers, High Priest and P. H. P. 

| Carnot Coubtland Mason, High Priest ; 

| Chabdes Lewis Pond, Past High PrieBt. 

( Albert Frederick Knobp, High Priqpt ; 

• No ' 43 ■! Stephen Kirby Nurse, Scribe ; 

l William Sewall Wells, Past High Priest. 
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Visalia, No. 44, Andrew Henderson Bboder, High Priest 

\ Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald, H. P. and P. H. P. ; 
i Elijah Thompson Farmer, King. 


Santa Rosa , No. 


45 \\ 


rrr v ( Thokas Cross Pockman, High Pnest and P. H. P. ; 

Woodland, No. 46 < _ _ _ 

I Charles Henry Davis, King. 

Making forty chartered Chapters. 

Which report was concurred in, And the companions therein named 
were admitted to seats. 

The Grand High Priest then delivered his Annual Address to the 
Grand Chapter of California, as follows : 


Companions of ths Grand Chapter of California : 

Twenty years have passed since the organization of this Grand Body. In the year 
1854, on the 6th day of May, the companions of San Francisco , Sonora, and Sacra- 
mento Chapters, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, organized under authority of the General Grand Chap- 
ter of the United States, assembled at Sacramento for the purpose of forming a Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for California. After completing the necessary pre- 
liminary arrangements at an adjourned meeting, held in San Francisco on the 2dh 
day of July, the Convention closed its labors, and the Grand Chapter of California 
was opened in Ample Form. The three Chapters of 1854, have increased to the forty- 
six of 1874. Of the Representatives present at the first Assembly, we have with us 
to-day Comp. J. D. Creigh, the President of the Convention, and since Grand High 
Priest ; Comp. Charles M. Radcliff, the first Grand High Priest, with Comps. 
W. W. Traylor and Adolphus Hollub, since honored by you with the same high 
office. During the lapse of these many years, many have been with us active partic- 
ipants in the work of rebuilding the city and house of the Lord, who have fallen by 
the wayside, and passed from among us forever. 

One by one the links of the fraternal chain have been severed— as the earnest, 
familiar faces of Dibble, Davis, Jacxson, Hartley, and Isaacs have passed within 
the vails— gone, as we trust, to receive the reward of faithful workmen. And at no 
time are we so forcibly impressed with the affectionate remembrance in which they 
are held, as upon this, the day of our annual assembling, to legislate for the Craft, 
for we have here their work, more durable than marble— the erection of this fair 
edifice, which the passage of time shall only add to its strength and beauty. 

It is both dutiful and wise to commemorate the dead. And how vividly is the 
uncertainty of human life impressed upon us to-day 1 At our last Convocation, who 
among us all seemed endowed with Burer guarantees of a long and useful future than 
our esteemed companion Deputy Grand High Priest Joseph Isaacs? And to-day 
he is not : the places which have known him here and which he loved, shall know 
him no more forever. He died at his home at Shasta, October 8, 1873, at the age of 
fifty years— a good citizen, pioneer, companion, Mason. “ May the earliest bads of 
Bpring unfold their blo-soms o'er your resting-place, and there may the sweetness 
of the Bummer’s last rose linger longest.” 

Comp. Isaacs was a native of Manchester, England, whence he emigrated to the 
United Btates at the age of twelve years, making his home in Louisville, Kentucky. 

In 1849 he came overland to California and settled at Shasta, where he has been a 
constant resident to the time of his death, a full quarter of a century. In the lan- 
guage of one who knew him well as companion, physician, and friend, during this 
whole time, Dr. Benj. Shurtliff, of Shasta, “ our deceased companion was a social, 
convivial, warm-hearted man ; a good scholar, and of considerable literary ability, 
yet he was independent in thought and action, and, while he loved the approbation 
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of his fellow-men, he had rather be right than be popular” He was made a Mason in 
Western Star Lodge, No. 2, on the last day of the year 1853 ; was exalted to the 
Royal Arch degree in 1855, in Shasta Chapter, No. 9, over which body he presided as 
High Priest for seven yeare. After serving this Grand Chapter in various stations, 
at your last Annual Meeting, he was re-elected Deputy Grand High Priest, which 
position he held at the time of his death. 

South Carolina, too, mourns her illustrious dead. On the twelfth November last, 
Companion James Bibnie, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of South Caro- 
lina, died at his home in' Greenville, after a short illness— stricken down at the post 
of duty in the full vigor of manhood. In honor of his memory, the Deputy Grand 
High Priest ordered the jewels and furniture of the Craft draped in mourning, and 
that a blank page be inscribed with his name in the minute book of each subordinate 
Chapter. Those who had the good fortune to know Comp. Bibnie pay that earnest 
loving tribute to his memory, granted only to the most deserving. Faithful in ali 
things, he honored the Fraternity by his association with it. In his death our sister 
State loses a noble, patriotic citizen, and Royal Arch Masonry a bright exemplar. 
Let his name be inscribed on the roll of honor, for he has been of service in his day 
and generation, and the world is better that he has lived. “ The buried grain of wheat 
must die.” 

And now, companions, before closing this mourning page, and giving our atten- 
tion to the special business for which we are assembled, I ask your indulgence for a 
moment while I briefly refer to a case of peculiar hardship— perhaps in the opinion 
of some of you rendering myself liable to censure for introducing matter not strictly 
pertaining to the business of this Grand Body. The only excuse I offer is an appeal 
to that fraternal veneration always held and readily yielded to our elder brethren. I 
ask you to second my endeavors to vindicate the memory of one, who was faithful 
even unto death, Comp. Perez Snell, a Mason of great experience, recognized by 
the Fathers in the early days as one competent and qualified to teach. He was appointed 
Deputy of the Supreme Council of Charleston in 1S28, and was afterwards Master of Lou - 
isiana Lodge, No. 32. In Louisiana, he incurred the displeasure of the Grand Lodge 
of Louisiana and the Supreme Council — which at that time held sway in New Orleans 
—in consequence of his adherence to the authority of the former, and the legitimate 
body of the Scottish Rite. In consequence he was expelled by the Consistory, and 
then at its dictation, by the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. Bro. Snell was never tried 
in accordance with Masonic usage ; and in the Consistory, after the feverish passion 
of the hour had passed, and subsequent to the fullest investigation by a committee 
consisting of such well known Masons as Brothers Fellows, Risk, and Holland, 
Bro. Snell was restored to good standing and fellowship, and created a life member. 
From the neglect of parties entrusted with the business, the matter was not brought 
to the attention of the Grand Lodge until after many appeals had been made by 
Masons in California who knew Bro. Snell as a noighbor for more than twenty years, 
and to whom he expressed his earnest desire to have this stigma removed, and finally, 
at its session in February, 1873, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana declares its action in 
1841 to have been improperly taken, rescinds the same, and declares Bro. Pebkz Snell 
to have been in good standing at the time of his death. For this action the friends 
of Companion Snell (and among them are many of the older Past Grand Officers of 
this Grand Chapter,) are greatly indebted to and will ever cherish in kindly remem- 
brance the Af.\ W.\ Grand Master Samuel Manning Todd, for his efforts in this 
behalf. Our companion has passed beyond the echo of the rescinded resolution, but 
those among us who remember his tall form, courtly and graceful bearing, with his 
hearty salutation, feel better for the action ; and as we strew flowers over his resting 
place in the Masonic cemetery in Tuolumne, we have but the regret that while with 
ns he was denied the fellowship he loved so well, and we so much desired. Born in 
Massachusetts in 1786, he was eighty-four years of age at his death. 
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The Royal Arch Masons of West Virginia, having organized a Grand Chapter in 
accordance with established usage, and with the consent and expressed good will 
of the Mother Chapter, of Virginia, let us bid them “ God speed ” and accept the 
assurance of the Grand High Priest of Virginia “ that their companions of the West 
will be an honor and benefit to the cause of Boyal Arch Masonry. ” 

At our last Antma.1 Convocation we had under consideration the recognition 
of the Grand Chapter of Xova Beotia ; but in deference to the protest of the Grand 
Chapter of Scotland and for lack of time to give the subject that thorough considera- 
tion its importance seemed to demand of us, the whole subject was referred to the 
Committee on Jurisprudence, with instructions to report at the present session. 
I believe sufficient time has elapsed to enable the Grand Chapter of Scotland to offer 
some reasons to the Masonic World in justification of her refusal ; and while fully 
recognizing the general principle of the right of the parent body to exercise author- 
ity in these matters, the fact is patent that the recognition asked of us by the Grand 
Chapter of Nova Scotia is in the interest of Boyal Arch Masonry. That body is now 
established upon a firm and permanent basis, and I trust your committee having the 
matter in charge will promptly report in favor of recognition. 

On the 30th November last I appointed i?.\ E.\ Comp. Henry McPherson Rep- 
resentative of this Grand Chapter near the Grand Chapter of Canada, that body 
having appointed Comp. Charles Louis Wiooin Representative of the Grand Chap 
ter of Canada near this Grand Chapter. 

From the well known zeal and activity of the representative of our Canadian 
brethren, I have no doubt of the preservation of amicable relations with our com- 
panions “ over the border." 

On the 12th April, 1 authorized Comp. Charles Louis Wigoim to constitute 
Visalia Chapter and install its officers; and at the same date authorized Comp. 
Thomas H. Caswell to constitute Santa Rosa and Woodland Chapters, and install 
their officers; all of which duties were performed in accordance with established 
usage, and proper returns made. 

But two special dispensations have been issued during the year— to Oliver and 
Calaveras Chapters — and both to elect officers at a time other than that specified in 
the Constitution, owing to the prevailing storms during last December. 

Sundry amendments to the By-Laws have been approved, but as they only relate 
to chang in g the time of meeting and amount of dues, need not be referred to in 
detail here. 

Quincy Chapter, whose charter was revoked at your last session, has placed its 
books and property in the hands of the Grand Secretary, in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the Constitution ; a report of which will be furnished by that officer. 

In the month of January I granted permission for the removal of Calaveras 
Chapter, No. 12, from Snelling to the town and present county seat of Merced County. 
The removal of the county seat from Snelling, with the business interests appertain- 
ing thereto, took with it nearly the entire membership of the Chapter, and permis- 
sion for the Chapter to accompany itB membership became a necessity to its existence, 
and in accordance with former action in similar cases, upon proper notice being 
given, and a unanimous request made for permission to remove, I granted their re- 
quest, and the Chapter is now held at Merced, where the belief is warranted by the 
interest taken in itB success that Calaveras Chapter, No. 12, will become a perma- 
nently established body. 

The triennial session of the General Grand Chapter occurs in November, at 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

The Convention of Boyal and Select Masters, held in the City of New York in 
June, 1873, for the purpose of adopting a uniform ritual, adjourned to meet in New 
Orleans, on the Monday succeeding the meeting of the General Grand Chapter, for 
the purpose of concluding its labors. 
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The Grand Encampment of the United States also assembles in New Orleans in 
December. An effort has been made to induce the General Grand High Priest to 
issue on edict changing the place of meeting from Nashville to New Orleans, urging 
that many would be desirous of attending, or would be accredited to both bodies. 
Comp. Drummond, of Maine, General Grand High Priest, has replied to the request, 
declining for several reasons to accede thereto : 

First— That there is no conflict in the meeting of the different bodies ; that the 
time is so arranged, the General Grand Chapter meeting on the 1st day of Decem- 
ber, at Nashville, gives ample time to conclude its labors, and for those who desire 
to reach New Orleans in time to attend the Grand Encampment, and the adjourned 
Convention of Boyal and Select Masters. 

Second— That the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter gives the General 
Grand High Priest the power, the exercise of which is asked for, “if in his opinion 
there shall be danger to life, or health, from sickness or any other local cause, ” by 
any meeting being held at the time appointed. As the General Grand High Priest 
has no information of the probability of our companions of Nashville being afflicted 
with plague, pestilence, or famine, in the fall of the present year, he declines to 
accede to the prayers of healthy New Orleans, and is willing (to promote bo glorious 
an undertaking) to risk his health, and even life, by taking the chances of a sojourn 
among our sicldy companions, down in Tennessee. 

Boyal Arch Masons, to be useful members of its great Chapter, should be intelli- 
gent intepreters of its history, not resting their faith upon the imaginary legends of 
some “unknown Scotch brother,” but by the exercise of industrious research, 
obtained from our well-stored libraries, open to all ; that reliable knowledge without 
the possession of which, no companion is qualified to “ make darkness light,” or 
crooked thingB straight. These remarks are made for the purpose of directing the 
attention of the members of the Grand Chapter, and the Royal Arch Masons of the 
jurisdiction, to the admirable exposition of the history of the Royal Arch degree by 
Comp. Wm, J. Huqhan, Provincial Grand Secretary for Cornwall, England, in a com- 
munication to Comp. Mason, Chairman of Committee on Correspondence of the 
District of Columbia, to be found on pages 164 to 172, Grand Chapter Proceedings 
of last year; an admirable, concise digest of the origin and history of the “Royal 
Arch.” 

I take this opportunity to call the attention of the Grand Chapter to a much 
neglected duty. 1 allude to the imparting to the membership of each Chapter of the 
information delegated in trust to you, their representatives. The unwritten part you 
are expected to take every opportunity to communicate, that none may plead igno- 
rance thereof. The portion, however, to which I particularly refer at this time is 
entrusted to your care for diss mination, in the form of our published proceedings . 
a little volume containing information of positive value to the Craft ; an index of the 
progress of Royal Arch Masonry, which every companion, member of a Chapter, is 
entitled to. I trust that during the present session some rule may be adopted which 
will govern the actions of Chapters in the future ; that the four copies forwarded in 
trust to the officers of each, as custodians and disseminators, shall be regarded less 
as the private property of the individual. Excuse the reflection, companions, my 
only apology is my earnest belief in and attachment to the principles of compulsory 
education, especially when applied to Masonic matters. 

The subject of physical qualifications is one of interest to the Chapter organiz- 
ation, and one upon which the statute cannot be too plainly defined. 1 know the 
general rule in our jurisdiction is, to evade, by saying that an applicant for the Chap- 
ter degrees must be able to conform literally to the requirements of the symbolic 
degrees. I do not think this sufficiently definite ; and while in the symbolic degrees — 
the making of Masons— I hold to the strictest construction of the rule, that a can- 
didate should not be deformed nor dismembered, yet I do not concur in the opinion 
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that a Mason, by reason of such dismemberment or deformity, should be debarred 
from the progress ever sought after by the intelligent Free and Accepted Mason, by 
reason of such accident. Let us make the rule definite, and if the committee to 
whom the applicant's petition is referred, shall, upon examination, find upon him a 
false hand or foot, representing the originals, let them say to him by authority of the 
plainly written lawB : “ We love you, sir, and bold you in all brotherly regard. We 
know you as a workman full of honor and without guile— a Master of a Lodge of 
Free and Accepted Masons— yet you are dismembered, and, in obedience to the law of 
California, we must reject you— yes, even though you are able to conform literally 
to what the several degrees require of you." Let us make the law positive and leave 
nothing, in so important a particular, subject to the judgment or discretion of a 
Council, or of the High Priest. 1 1 hope this subject may be referred to the Committee 
on Jurisprudence, or a specter committee, who may report a rule of which we may 
make a definite regulation, clearly defining the qualifications of applicants for our 
privileges. 

The only important question submitted for my decision during the year was by 
Naval Chapter, in reference to the jurisdictional rights of that Chapter over certain 
petitioners. The case presented was that of J. F. Wendell, a resident of Vallejo, 
until March, 1872 ; when, by reason of his election to the office of District Attorney 
of Solano County, he removed to the county seat, in accordance with the law of the 
State requiring county officers to have and maintain such residence during their 
terms of office. After residing six months at the connty Beat, being within the juris- 
diction of Solano Chapter, ho petitions that Chapter, is elected, and receives the 
degrees therein. Naval Chapter presents the case with the comments that J. F. 
Wendell had, within the last two years, petitioned, been elected, and received the 
degrees (symbolic) in Vallqo Lodge, at Vallejo. Also that his name was borne on 
the Great Register of Solano County, with residence at Vallejo. After consideration, 
I concluded the questions involved to be simply these : 

Was Bro. J. F. Wendell a Master Mason in good standing at the date of his pe- 
tition to Solano Chapter? And had he resided within its jurisdiction^six months next 
preceding the date thereof? 

Both questions being answered in the affirmative, I decided that Bro. J. F. Wen- 
dell was properly subject to the jurisdiction of Solana Chapter, and that Chapter 
had an undoubted right to receive and act upon his petition. My first examination 
of the matter led me to a different conclusion; but, upon reflection, I thought it best 
to give to the law its simplest and most direct construction, freeing it from the com- 
plications that reference to the codes, or intentions of residence, would burden it 
with. I therefore took no note of the statement that J. F. Wendell had petitioned 
a Lodge in another jurisdiction during his residence in the one complained of, or 
that his registration on the Great Register indicated a former residence which had 
not been cancelled. 

At no former period in the history of the Grand Chapter of California has there 
been such abundant reason for returning thanks to God for his great mercies toward 
us ; for the fore-shadowing of this, our most prosperous season. Truly the promise 
is that the increase shall be an hundred-fold ; the vineyard and the grain field give 
token of abundant harvest, and the promise of prosperity is lighting up the counte- 
nance of the farmer and the husbandman. For these and all other blessings 
received and hoped for, let us be thankful as we join in the grand chorus of “God is 
gracious, for his mercy endureth forever." 

In closing, companions, let me wish you bucccss in your legislative enactments 
during the present session ; may your deliberations be characterized by an honest 
effort to advance the royal standard ; and to those of us who meet around our altar 
for the last time, may it be a session with no remembrances, save those of duties 
performed and pleasant anticipations realized. 
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On motion, it was. ordered that the Address of the Grand High 
Priest be referred to a special committee of three. 

The Grand King named as such committee — 

{ Comp. John William Harville, 

'< Jacob Hart Neff, 

•• Nathan Weston Spaulding. 

Comp. ChabtjBB Louis Wiggin, from the Committee on Corres- 
pondence, presented the following report, the reading of which was 
dispensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies : 


To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of Calif oria : 

Tour Committee on Correspondence respectfully report that the transactions of 
thirty-two Grand Chapters have been received, viz. : 


Alabama 

. . .for Dec., 

...1872 

Michigan 

...for Jan.,. 

..1874 

Arkansas, 

... " Oct., 

.1872-3 

Minnesota, 

it ii 

..1873 

Canada, 

... “ Aug., 

...1873 

Missouri, 

.. 44 Oct., . 

..1873 

Connecticut, 

... 11 May, 

...1873 

Nebraska, 

. .. 44 June,. 

..1872 

Delaware, 

..." Jan., 

...1873 

New Jersey, 

.. " Sept, . 

. . 1873 

District op Columbia, 44 Nov.,. 

.1872-3 

New York, 

.. 44 Feb,. 

. .1873 

Georgia, 

..." April 

...1873 

North Carolina,.. 

. 44 June, . 

. 1873 

Illinois, 

... " Oct, 

.. 1872 

Nova Scotia, 

it ii 

..1873 

Indiana, 

<< u 

..1873 

Ohio, 

..." Sept,. 

..1873 

Iowa, 

<i u 

...1873 

Oregon, 

... " June, . 

. . 1873 

Kansas. 

ii II 

...1873 

Pennsylvania, .... 

. .. 44 Dec., . 

..1873 

Kentucky, 

II II 

...1873 

South Carolina,. . 

..." Feb.,. 

..1873 

Louisiana, 

..." Feb., 

...1873 

Tennessee, 

. . . 44 Nov.,. 

..1873 

Maine, 

...." May, 

...1873 

Vermont, 

. . 44 June,. 

..1873 

Maryland, 

... 44 Nov., 

,...1873 

Virginia 

. . . 44 Dec., . 

..1873 

Massachusetts, . . . 

... 4 Dec. , 

...1873 

Wisconsin, 

. . . 44 Jan., . 

,..1878 


We regret that the proceedings of Mississippi, New Hampshire, Texas, and West 
Virginia have failed to reach ns, and we can therefore give no tidings from the Craft 
in those jurisdictions, bnt, in the proceedings reviewed, we find abundant evidence 
of the healthy growth and steadily Increasing prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry. 

As usual, we commence our report with 

AT.AHATWA. 

The forty-sixth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Alabama was held 
in the city of Montgomery, commencing on the third day of December, 1872,— the 
Mr. S\ Henry Clay Armstrong, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Hr. Er. Daniel 
Sayre being Grand Secretary. Forty-five subordinate Chapters were represented 
at the opening. 

We learn, from the Address of the Grand High Priest, that a better state of 
affhira exists in that jurisdiction than that reported by him at the previous Convo- 
cation. He appears to have had a somewhat easy task during the year, as he reports 
that no difficult case had been submitted to him, and that his official correspondence 
had been confined to questions already settled in that jurisdiction. He reports 
universal peace and harmony, and bestows the following timely caution : “ Whilst 
we congratulate ourselves, let us have care that our harmony does not degenerate 
into indifference, nor our peace into apathy.” The plan adopted at the last Annual 
Convocation for a general dissemination of the work, does not appear to have suc- 
ceeded to his satisfaction, as he again refers the matter to the Grand Chapter, urg- 
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ing its importance, yet acknowledging hia inability to see hie way dearly through 
the difficulties which hedge up the way to an end so desirable. 

The Grand Treasurer’s report shows a balance in the treasury of $701 90. 

We notice that Comp. Richard F. Knott presented his credentials as representa- 
tive of the Grand Chapter of California, and was received and accredited in that 
capacity. 

Upon the question of allowing the use of substitutes, we perceive that the course 
adopted by our own Grand Chapter was pursued by Alabama, that is, no more than 
one substitute can be used without first obtaining a dispensation from the Grand High 
Priest. 

We were rejoiced to read the following : 

Whereas, The reasons which induced the Af.% E.\ Grand Chapter of the State 
of Alabama to declare “ that the connection subsisting between the Grand Chapter 
of the State of Alabama and the General Grand Chapter of the United States be, 
and th9 same is hereby dissolved,” passed by this M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter at its 
Convocation in 1861, have ceased to exist; and, 

Whereas, This Jf.\ E.\ Grand Chapter believes that great good to the R. A. 
Craft might result in united and harmonious action ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the said resolution be and the same is hereby repealed. 

One more triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter, such as that held 
at Baltimore in 1871, and we predict that there will be no more outsiders, but that 
every Grand Chapter in the United States will hold allegiance to the one governing 
head. " So mote it be.” 

The Report on Correspondence is once more from the graceful pen of Comp. P. 
J. Pillans, who, notwithstanding his expressed Intention to retire from that field of 
du y,was “ surprised, upon the publication of the proceedings, to find himself still 
the reporter for this Grand Body.” It did’t surprise us a bit. The Grand High Priest 
evidently comprehended the situation, and believing it best when he had a good 
thing to keep it, quietly appointed Comp. Pillans, without giving him an opportu- 
nity to decline. He reviews in a courteous and fraternal manner, the transactions 
of thirty-seven Grand Chapters, making copious extracts from each, and noticing 
everything of interest to the Craft. California for 1871 and 1872 receives kindly 
notice at his hands. We notice that he says nothing this time about retiring, prob’ 
ably not desiring again to be taken by surprise. 

There are fifty -seven Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership 
of 1914 ; 123 having been exalted during the year. 

The M.% E.\ Miles J. Green was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Daniel Sayre was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS. 

Jubilate! We have at last succeeded in establishing fraternal intercourse with 
Arkansas. For three years we have mourned her absence from our family gathering, 
and “refused to be comforted because she was not.” We trust however, we shall 
miss her no more, but that, clothed in her robe of brilliant scarlet, she will ever be 
present when we annually call the roll of our sisters, to cheer us with good tidings 
of the Royal Craft within her borders. 

Owing to the fact that the State election took place about the time for holding the 
Annual Convocation in 1872, the meeting of the Grand Chapter was postponed 
until January second, 1873, at which time it was held,— the M.\ E.\ Georoe A. 
Dannelly, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Luke E. Barber being Grand 
Secretary. Twenty-six subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is filled with the true spirit of Masonry, and 
sparkles with those high and noble sentiments which should ever characterize the 
true and consistent Mason, especially one who is exalted as a leader and ruler among 
his brethren. 
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With reference to the Tice of profanity, so frequently and thoughtlessly indulged 
in by those who should hold the name of the “ Great I am ” in the [most profound 
reneration, he indulges in the following pertinent remarks : 

Intemperance and every species, of gaming are to be avoided, but especially 
would I charge you, my companions, not to neglect the duty of purging our 
Chapters of the reproach that among us is sometimes to be found the aark stain of 
profanity. 

No R. A. Mason can, consistently with his obligations, commit this crime, the 
taking of the name of God in vain, the name of him who by his omnific power caused 
this universe to spring into existence, whose hand upholds all things, who sits 
upon the circle of the heavens with infinite worlds beneath Him, governing the armies 
of Heaven and regulating the planets in their onward march, who notices the falling 
sparrow, and numbers the hairs of our heads, whose name, incommunicable though 
it be, should be reverenced as it was in ages past by the good and true of the Royal 
Craft. 

That Royal Arch Masonry is prosperous in Arkansas, is sufficiently evidenced by 
the fact, that seven dispensations were issued for the formation of new Chapters, and 
by the following from the address of the Grand High Priest : 

In the district between Helena and the northern line of our State, there were, 
two years ago, but few R. A. Masons, and no Chapter; now there are four flourish- 
ing Chapters, with elegant rooms for their meetings, and others in contemplation. 

The only decision rendered is the following, in which we heartily concur : 

A R. A. Mason who makes application to affiliate with a Chapter should be an 
affiliated member of a Lodge. I think the same principle should apply on applica- 
tions to affiliate as on petitions to be made a Royal Arch Mason. 


The twenty-fourth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Little Rock, on the 
ninth day of October, 1873, the Mr. K\ George A. Dahnelly, Grand High Priest, 
again presiding, the Rr. Er . Luke E. Barber being Grand Secretary. Twenty-nine 
subordinate Chapters came to the front at this Convocation, a gain of three over the 
last. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an interesting and scholarly address, from 
which we might select many gems of thought, did time and space permit. He 
reports the Order to be in a flourishing condition in Arkansas, and renders devout 
thanks to the Giver of all Good, that while many of the neighboring jurisdictions 
have been swept by the cholera as with a besom of destruction, their own has, in a 
great measure, .been spared. 

Two dispensations had been granted for the formation of new Chapters, but none 
were issued for special purposes. 

We note the following decision, as we do not remember of having heard the 
question raised before in relation to Royal Arch Masonry : 

Many questions have been asked, which I have not thought it necessary to report, 
as they were answered simply by reference to decisions heretofore made. There is 
one, however, which I think of importance, and upon which I hope this Grand 
Chapter will express a very decided opinion, and that is : Is it proper to confer the 
Chapter degrees upon a candidate wno does not believe in the immortality of the 
soul ? 

My decision was that no one who does not believe in the immortality of the soul 
ought to be admitted to the Holy Royal Arch. It is important that you clearly and 
explicitly decide this question, because it is well known that in some sections of our 
jurisdiction associations have been formed— congregations they are called— upon the 
principle openly avowed and taught, that man lias no soul in this life, but that souls 
will be given to some at the resurrection ; and I regret to say some Masons have be- 
come members of these associations, and afterwards applied for the Chapter degrees^ 

A man who does not believe in the immortality of the soul, can have no moral bal- 
ance or responsibility ; he must regard himself as simply an educated animal, with 
no object to attain, no aim in view except to satisfy his animal wants and indulge 
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his animal propensities. Can such a man understand or appreciate the beaotifbl 
lessons taught to those who pass the vails of the Tabernacle? Assuredly not, and no 
snch man should ever, with our consent, approach the sacred altar of Masonry, 
much less should he sit beneath the shadow of the Royal Arch. 

There are in this jurisdiction sixty-five chartered Chapters, but we observe that 
forty-six only made their returns to the Grand Chapter, and thirty-six were unrepre- 
sented at the Annual Convocation. Let us hope a better showing may be made next 
year. 

The surplus funds of the Grand Chapter were, on motion, appropriated to the use 
of St. John’s College, an institution, we believe, under the direct patronage of the 
Masons of Arkansas. 

There is no report on Correspondence and no committee was appointed to pre- 
pare one. We regret this, for with such able writers as Companions Dannblly, Eng. 
lish and Barber, we see no reason why Arkansas should “ hide her light under a 
bushel.” 

The Mr. Er. Samuel W. Williams was elected Grand High Priest, and the 
Rr. Er. Luke E. Barber was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Little Rock. 

CANADA. 

The Grand Chapter of Canada held its sixteenth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Kingston, commencing on the thirteenth day of August, 1873, the Mr. Er. 
8. B. Harman, Grand Z., presiding, the Rr. K\ Thomas B. Harris being Grand 
Scribe E. Forty-four chartered Chapters and three under dispensation were repre- 
sented at the opening. 

As an evidence of the fraternal feeling existing between the Royal Arch Masons 
of Canada and their companions of the United 8tateB, we insert the following : 

The Mr. Er . Grand Z. announced to Giand Chapter that there were a number of 
companions on a tour through the Dominion of Canada, from Lafayette Chapter, No. 6, 
Washington, District of Columbia, and who were about to visit this Grand Chapter ; 
and as these companions were in waiting in the ante-room, he desired that they 
should be admitted, and requested the G. S. E. and the Grand Director of Ceremonies 
to introduce the companions, who were heartily welcomed and received with the 
usual honors. 

Hr. Er. Comps. E. J. Mason, D. S. Jones, and J. S. McCoy, having been invited 
to take seats on the dais, Rr. Er. Comp. Mason, on behalf of the companions of La- 
fayeite Chapter requested permission to sing an ode which bad been specially pre- 
pared for the occasion of their visit to the Grand Chapter of Canada, as follows : 


ODE. 


BY COMPANION C. C. COX, M. D. f LL. D. 


Air— “ God save the Queen . 11 


respectfully dedicated to the grand royal arch chapter op oahada by 

LA PAYETTE R. A. CHAPTER, NO. 5, OF WASHINGTON, D. C. 


All hail, the mystic tie ! 
Where’er beneath the sky 
Life’s course be run, 
There ranks on ranks unite 
To guard our holy rite — 
Tho’ strangers here to-night. 
Our aims are one. 


Now let onr songs arise 
As incense to the skies — 
In love we come ! 

Not from the battle’s bed, 
With banners gory red, 
Not by the trumpet led. 
Nor martial dram. 
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Where darkness wars with light, 
And violence with right. 

We seek the fray ; 

’Gainst darkness we contend, 
Ever the right defend, 

The helpless poor befriend — 
Oar care alway. 

Let each the other greet, 
Fraternally we meet 
On British sod ! 

We bear one honored name, 

Onr language is the same, 

Ours too a common fame, 

A common God! 


When mntterings rose of war, 

A gentler conqueror 
Suppress’d the cry ! 

Immortal covenant ! 

Victoria and Grant ! 

Their praise all tongues shall chant, 
No more to die ! 

Then let the rays unite 
In one vast stream of light 
That wraps the world 1 
Till strife and blood decrease. 

Wars everywhere shall cease, 

While floats the flag of peace 
O’er earth unfurl’d. 


A noble brotherhood, 

Undaunted we have stood 
For liberty : 

Thank God ! on land and wave 
There breathes no human slave — 
From sea to mountain cave 
All, all are free ! 


God bless Old England’s Queen ! 
Make her broad sway serene, 
Prosper her reign ! 

Not by the power of might. 

But bv the People’s Right, 

May sne all hearts unite 
On earth and main ! 


Monarch of every land, 

Stretch forth Thy mighty hand— 
Guide and control ! 

Make our foundations sure, 

Oar rulers wise and pure, 

And Thou, as years endure, 
Rule o’er the whole ! 


The M.\ E.\ Grand Z. again welcomed onr companions from Lafayette Chapter, 
which was suitably responded to by J R.\ E.\ Comp. E. J. Mason. 


We think we may hereafter safely designate Comp. Mason as the " Singing Pil- 
grim” and we doubt not Comp. Cox will stand in the future as the Poet Laureate of 
the Royal Craft What a relief it must have been to onr companions of Canada to 
learn that their distinguished visitors did not come in the manner so graphically de- 
scribed in the second stanza : 

11 Not as the conqueror comes, 

They, the true-hearted, came ; 

* Not with the roll of the stirring drums, 

And the trumpet that sings of fame.” 

How could Comp. Mason stand up in that presence and deliberately sing such an 
awful whopper as that contained in the fifth verse ? Where is Cuba, and sundry 
other localities we wot of? And then it is so refreshing to know that “ Victoria 
and Grant” are an ** immortal covenant,” and that they are “no more to die.” 
There are some people who we know are not immortal, for which knowledge we 
render fervent thanks. 

The address of the Grand Z. is an able and comprehensive paper, containing 
much that is interesting and instructive. He devotes considerable space to the 
memory of those who, having finished their labors here, have gone to take np their 
work for inspection : among whom we notice with deep regret the name of the ven- 
erable companion who, in the absence of the Grand Z., presided in Grand Chapter 
at the last Annual Convocation. 

The M.'.E Comp. Thompson Wilson occupied the throne of Grand Z. in 1858-9, 
and at the time of his decease had reached the ripe old age of eighty years. He was 
initiated into Masonry in 1816, and had since held many important Masonic positions, 
having been Deputy Grand Commander of Knights Templar and Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General of the 33d degree of the A. and A. Scottish Rite. He had served 
with distinction in the British Army, and took part in the Battle of Waterloo. As a 
Mason, he commanded the love and respect' of his brethren, who sincerely mourn 
his loss. 

2 
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Three dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters, and &atni 
John's Chapter, No. 209, working under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of 
Ireland, had surrendered its charter to that Grand Body, and received a “ dispensa- 
tion of affiliation ” with the Grand Chapter of Canada. 

The reports of the Grand Superintendents of the various districts exhibit a most 
satisfactory state of the Order throughout the jurisdiction, and it is evident that the 
only contention existing is, as to who shall “ best work and best agree.” By invita- 
tion of the Grand Z., the companions of Lafayette Chapter, No. 6, of Washington, 
D. C., exemplified the work in the Royal Arch degree as practiced in that Chapter, 
and a vote of thanks was tendered them for the gratification experienced by the 
companions of the Grand Chapter in witnessing it. As a further compliment to them 
it was 

Eesoloed, That the Mr. Er. Grand Z. be requested to nominate a committee to 
whom shall be entrusted the duty of preparing some permanent and suitable memo- 
rial of the visit of Lafayette Chapter, No. 5, Washington, to the Grand Chapter of 
Canada, to be presented to that Chapter for preservation among their archives. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the graceful pen of Comp. Henry 
Robertson, and is a model of its kind. It is one of those reports that, once com- 
menced, the reader is disinclined to leave until it is finished. He selects with care 
and discrimination such portions of the proceedings of other Grand Chapters as he 
deems of general interest to the Craft, and comments upon them intelligently and 
courteously; his criticisms, when adverse, are without sting, and we know his judg- 
ment mast be sound, as we almost invariably agree with him. We can not pay him 
a higher compliment than that bestowed upon him by the Grand Z. in his address, 
who says : 

The thanks of the Grand Chapter are due to the sister Grand Chapters who have 
favored us with copies of their valued and interesting proceedings, and to R.\ Er. 
Comp. Henry Robertson, (Representative of the Grand Chapters of New York and 
the District of Columbia,) is he again indebted for his almost invaluable synopsis of 
their varied contents, a task involving labor and discrimination, which can only be 
appreciated after a careful examination and perusal, which I earnestly commend 
to Chapters and companions, both in justice to the compiler and from its intrinsic 
merits. 

The proceedings of twenty-eight Grand Chapters are reviewed, and also those of 
the Grand Mark Lodge of England. California for 1872-3 receives brief bnt kindly 
notice. As the Grand Mark Lodge of England is a body concerning which very little 
is known in this jurisdiction, we take the liberty to appropriate Comp. Robertson's 
report upon its transactions entire. Under the head of England, he says : 

We have received the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of 
England and Wales, at the half-yearly Communication, held at London, June 4th, 1872, 
to which is prefixed a statement of the origin of this Grand Lodge. 

From this statement, it appears, that it was organized in June, 1856, after the 
failure of an attempt to have the degree recognized by, and worked under, the 
Craft Grand Lodge of England. It is claimed that 

" There is probably no degree in Freemasonry that can lay claim to greater anti- 
quity than those of Mark Man or Mark Mason, and Mark Master Mason. 

"A Committee of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, appointed to examine 
into the position of the Degree, reported in 1865 ‘ In this country from time imme- 

morial and long before the institution of the Grand Lodge of Scotland (in 1736), what 
is now known as the Mark Master's Degree, was wrought by the Operative Lodges of 
St. John's Masonry.' 

"In A. D. 1598, William Schaw, Master of Works to King James VI., orders the 
Marks of all Masons to be inserted in their work. 

“ In the seventeenth century, Mother Kilwinning Lodge made members choose 
their marks and charged them four shillings each for the same. 

“On January 7th, A. D. 1778, the Banff Operative Lodge resolved—* That in time 
ooming, all members that shall hereafter raise to the Degree of Mark Mason, shall 
pay one Merk Scots, but not to obtain the degrees of Mark Mason, before they are 
passed fellow Craft ; and those that shall take the degree of Mark Master Mason, 
shall pay One Shilling and Sixpence sterling unto the Treasurer for behoof of the 
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Lodge. None to attain to the degree of Mark Master Mason until they are raised 
Master/ This shows clearly the relative positions of the degrees of Mark Mason or 
Mark Man, and Mark Master Mason, to each other, and to the Operative Graft. Every 
Operative Mason, or Fellow Craft, being obliged to be made a Mark Man or Mark 
Mason, before he could ‘Mark * his work. While the degree of Mark Master Mason 
was confined to those, who as Masters of Lodges or Master Masons, had been chosen 
to rule over the Fellow Crafts. 

“ Previous to the Union of the Two Grand Craft Lodges in England, effected in 
1813, under the title of 1 The United Grand Lodge of England/ the Mark degree was 
regularly worked in many Lodges, meeting under one or other of the two Constitu- 
tions, as well as under the authority of the Grand Lodge, meeting from time immem- 
orial at York. At the said Union, in 1813, the Mark degree was excluded from the 
system then adopted. One of the articles of the declaration agreed to at such Union 
being— 4 Pure and Ancient Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, including 
the Holy Royal Arch/ ” 

And the statement thus continues : 

M The Mark degree however continued to be extensively worked, especially in the 
Northern and Midland districts of England, the Lodges being held under immemorial 
constitution, derived from the Old Athol York Grand Lodge. 

“ One or other of the 8upreme Bodies exercising Masonic Jurisdiction in Scotland, 
Ireland, and America, has always regarded the Mark degree as an essential and 
integral portion of Ancient Freemasonry, while in Scotland it is conferred under the 
authority of both Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter. 

“ In the United States, since the middle of the last century, the Mark degree has 
been conferred in independent Mark Lodges, as well as under the authority of Grand 
Chapters of the Royal Arch. 

“ In England, as has been shown, the knowledge and working of the degree has 
never been lost, but it has been practiced from the earliest time in distinct aud inde- 

J iendent Mark Lodges, which have never acknowleded the jurisdiction of either the 
hraft Grand Lodges of 1717 or 1813, or of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 1813. 

“ In the Colonies much difficulty has been encountered from the establishment of 
Lodges under different jurisdictions, some recognizing the Mark degree, and some 
altogether ignoring it. To remedy this state of confusion, an attempt was made in 
the year 1855, to obtain its recognition as a separate degree by ‘ The United Grand 
Lodge of England ; ’ and a committee consisting of members of the Grand Lodge and 
of members of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of England was appointed to 
investigate and report upon the subject of the Mark degree. 

“Some members of this committee were already Mark Masters; those who had 
not taken the degree had it conferred upon them in the Albany Lodge (time immem- 
orial), Isle of Wight, and in other old Lodges, and some in the Bon Accord Mark 
Lodge, then recently established in London, under a charter received from the Bon 
Accord Royal Arch Chapter of Aberdeen. 

“ The report of the committee approved by the Ms. Ws. Grand Master pronounc- 
ing the Mark Degree as in their opinion ‘ not positively essential, but a graceful 
appendage to the degree of Fellow Craft,’ was presented to ‘ the United Grand 
Lodge of England ’ at the Quarterly Communication in March, 1856, and was unani- 
mously adopted. 

“Owing, however, partly to the conscientious objections of some of the leading 
members of Grand Lodge, including the M.\ W.\ G. M., who maintained that Grand 
Lodge was pledged by tne Articles of Union only to acknowledge the three Craft 
Degrees as then worked by the Lodge of Reconciliation (including the Royal Arch,) 
and partly to the disapproval of many Mark Master Masons of the position, it was 
proposed to assign to the Mark Degree, at the next ensuing Quarterly Communica- 
tion of * The United Grand Lodge of England,’ on special motion, duly proposed and 
seconded, that portion of the minutes of the previous Quarterly Communication 
referring to the Mark Degree was non-confirmed, and the status in quo ante was 
resumed. 

“ The United Grand Lodge of England ” having thus formally declared its inability 
in accordance with its Constitutions, to adopt the degree into its system, a declara- 
tion which has since been repeated on various occasions, several earnest Masons, 
anxious for its propagation, in place of having recourse to the old English Mark 
Lodges, applied for and received Charters from the Supreme Grand Chapter of 
Scotland, under the authority of which they opened Lodges and conferred the Degree 
of Mark Master in London, and other parts of England. 

“ Other Mark Master Masons who had taken tne degree in various old ( time im- 
memorial ) English Lodges, together with the members of the Bon Accord Lodge, 
gladly welcoming the increasing appreciation of the Mark Degree, but not approving 
this attempt to introduce a Foreign Supreme Masonic Authority into England, re- 
solved to constitute a Grand Lodge with jurisdiction over the Mark Degree in this 
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coantrv and its dependencies, in the establishment of which they at once received 
the adhesion of the following ( time immemorial ) Lodges:— 

The Northumberland and Berwick, Newoastle-npon-Tyne ; Royal Cumberland, 
Kent ; Bath, London. 

“ The Mark Degree was thus placed under an independent central authority, In 
accordance with th'e precedent already set with respect to the Royal Arch Degree, 
by the Grand Chapters of England and Scotland; as well as by the four London 
Lodges in the establishment of a Grand Lodge in London, A. D. 1717, 4 The Grand 
Lodge of All England ’ then meeting at York. 

“ The Right Honorable Lord Leigh , Provincial Grand Master of Warwickshire 
[Craft], a thoroughly constitutional Mason, and a personal friend of the M. W. Grand 
Master of England, was unanimously elected Grand Master of the new organization, 
and lent most valuable assistance in framing its laws and maturing ita system of 
government. 

44 The first meeting of the New Grand Lodge was held in June, 1856, when a de- 
sire for a general union of all the Mark Masters in England under one head was most 
warmly expressed. To give effeot to this desire, a meetiug was convened, on May 
30th, 1857, of representatives from all existing Mark Lodges in England, wherever 
they could be found ; and at this meeting, which was largely attended, a Committee 
was appointed to concert measures for organizing a union of all regular Mark Master 
Masons. This Committee reported in favor of a general union oi all Mark Lodges 
upon equal terms in a Grand Mark Lodge. 

“Meanwhile, several of the Lodges holding Charters from the Supreme Grand 
Chapter of Scotland became desirous of uniting under one Supreme body in this 
country ; considering it * derogatory to the national character to apply to a sister 
country for warrants of Constitution,’ and a circular was issued in September, 1858, 
by the Masters of these, advocating a union with the Grand Mark Lodge. Additions 
were thus continually made to the Lodges ranging themselves under the banner of 
the Grand Lodge, and Lord Leigh continued to be elected Grand Master till June, 
1860, when he was succeeded by the Earl of Carnarvon. 

“ Of old (time immemorial) Lodges now acknowledging the supremacy of this 
Grand Lodge, there are 


The Northumberland and Berwick, 
“ Royal Cumberland, 

“ Kent, 

44 Prince Edward, 

“ Friendship, 

44 Minerva, 

“ Benevolent. 

“ Portsmouth, 

44 Roberts, 

44 Knights of Malta, 


Newcastle -upon-Tyne. 
Bath. 

London. 

Halifax, Yorkshire. 
Devonport. 

Hull. 

Stockport. 

Portsmonth. 

Rochdale. 

Hinckley. 


“ Of the Lodges originally holding Charters from Scotland, there are 


The Bon Accord, 

“ Thistle, 

44 Cheltenham and Keystone, 
“ West Lancashire, 

“ Southwark, 

“ 8t. Mark’s, 

41 Langley, 


London. 

London. 

Cheltenham. 

Liverpool. 

London, 

London. 

Cardiff. 


The Graftd Lodge of Mark Master Masons is now on terms of friendly reciprocity 
as regards the Mark Degree with the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Ireland, and is 
represented near the Grand R. A. Chapters of Canada, Pennsylvania, and Iowa. It is 
also in alliance with the S. G. C. 33°, the order of K. T., and the order of the Red 
Cross of Constantine. 

44 Grand Masters from the date of Constitution of Grand Mark Lodge of England 
and Wales : Right Honorable Lord Leigh, 1856 ; Right Honorable the Earl of Car- 
narvon, 1860 ; Viscount Holmesdalb, 3f. P., 1863 ; W. W. B. Beach, Esq., M. P. 
1866 : Rev. George Raymond Portal, M. A., 1869. 

Jf.\ TV.’. Bro. Rev. G. R. Portal was present as Grand Master, and F.\ IF.*. Bro. 
Frederick Binckes, Grand Secretary. 

The General Board reported the continued prosperity of the Order. Five hun- 
dred certificates were issued during the previous six months, and ten warrants were 
granted to new Lodges. 

It was decided that the IF*. Jf.\ of a Mark Lodge must have been installed W,\ 
2f.\ of a Craft Lodge, before being eligible to the Chair, except by dispensation 
from the Grand Master, and that if such dispensation was granted, none of the 
secrets of the Master’s Chair (Craft Lodge) should be given at the installation. 
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Receipts, £347 6s. Od.; expenditure, £251 Os. lid.; balance on hand, £212 18s. 4d. 
There are 148 Lodges on the roll. 

Representatives.— To Canada, R.\ W.\ Bro. T. B. Harris ; from Canada, F.\ 
W.\ Frederick Binckes. 

Jf.\ W.\ Bro. Rt. Hon. Earl Pibrot was elected Grand Master, and the Grand 
Secretary was re-appointed. 

In his notice of Louisiana, he quotes a portion of the report of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence on the question of objections to elected candidates, wherein the Com- 
mittee do not agree with the Grand High Priest that a candidate who has been 
elected and estopped by the objection of a member, must be considered as rejected 
and his money returned to him, Ac. Such objection may be subsequently withdrawn, 
when the candidate, (no other objections being made,) could take his degrees. 

And upon this theme he discourses as follows : 

We are glad they “put on the brakes” somewhere. This objection business is 
being carried on decidedly too far, Where it is allowed, it gets the Grand Chapter 
and their subordinates into all sorts of difficulties, and at nearly every session a new 
law has to be passed to meet some particular case which has arisen Bince the last, 
until even now, although this question is comparatively a new one, the legislation 
and decisions on this point alone, would make a respectable volume. Here, in Can- 
ada, we have no law on the subject, either for or against “ objections after election,” 
and we find no inconvenience whatever from the want of one. But if a law must be 
had, how much better and easier, and more simple it would be, to allow no objec- 
tions except for cause, and to require the objections to be followed by a charge and 
due trial. We believe that a M. M. who can be shown to be unfit to be made aR. A. M., 
is not fit to remain a M. M.; and if he cannot be thus shown to be unfit, and the com- 
panions by a unanimous ballot have decided to accept him, we hold that he is en- 
titled to the Chapter degrees, and to receive that information which he is told in the 
Craft Lodge, belongs to him as a M. M., but which he cannot get there. 

Our own theory is, that an objection should bar the admission of a candidate, 
until such objection is removed ; but when the candidate has once entered the portals 
of the tabernacle, he has acquired certain rights which he did not before possess, and 
which no simple objection should deprive him of. 

We notice that the writer received the high honor of being appointed Represen- 
tative of the Grand Chapter of Canada near the Grand Chapter of California, an honor 
which, we assure our companions, is fully appreciated, and we will endeavor to see 
that the interests of our sister Grand Chapter do not suffer in our hands. There 
are forty-four chartered Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate member- 
ship of 1814. 

The Mr.Er. C. D. Macdonnell was elected Grand Z., and the R.\E.\ Thomas 
Bird Harris was re-elected Grand Scribe, E. Address : Hamilton, Ontario. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Grand Chapter of Connecticut assembled in Semi-annual Convocation in the 
city of Norwalk on the eighteenth day of October, 1872, apparently for the purpose 
of witnessing an exemplification of the work, as no other business was transacted, 
except the passage of a resolution calling upon certain Chapters, not represented, to 
show cause, if they had any to show, why something should not be done to them for 
contempt of Court in not putting in an appearance. 

We confess our inability to see the utility of these semi-annual meetings. If the 
object be simply to exemplify the work, we should suppose that might better be 
accomplished at the Annual Convocation— even were one day’s time devoted to it. 
Where the Convocations are held but once in each year, a much better attendance is 
secured, and a warmer interest manifested than is the case where more frequent 
meetings are held. Members generally can afford to spare a day or two from their 
business pursuits once a year, to attend the Convocations of the Grand Chapter, but 
when they are called upon to do it twice or more, the duty becomes irksome. 
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The seventy-fifth Anneal Convocation was held in the City of New Haven on the 
thirteenth day of May, 1873,— the M.\E.\ William Wallace Lee, Grand HighPriest, 
presiding ; the R.\E.\ Joseph K. Wheeler being Grand Secretary. 

Thirty-two subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening, and all the 
Grand officers except one of the Grand Stewards were present. The address of the 
Grand High Priest is brief, and confined entirely to matters of local interest. 

He pays a well merited tribute of respect and affection to the memory of Comp. 
William Stoker, for many years Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, an 
other whose life labor had ended during the year. 

He questions the right of a presiding officer to dispense with a written law or sus- 
pend its operation, in which we agree with him, unless the written law itself pre- 
scribes the manner in which it may be suspended. We are no believer in the divine 
right of Kings, or Grand Masters, or Grand High Priests, but believe they should ex- 
ercise such rights as are given them by the Constitution, and no others. 

A resolution was adopted, authorizing the Grand High Priest to appoint, annually, 
some competent companion as his proxy to visit each Chapter in the jurisdiction, to 
inspect their condition and to afford them such instruction as they may need, the ex- 
penses of such officer to be paid by the Grand Chapter. A good move. The Grand 
Chapter of West Virginia was recognized, and the right hand of fellowship extended 
to her. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. Jko. N. Lewis, a new 
laborer in the vineyard, but if we may judge from the specimen of his skill now be- 
fore us, he will pass the Master Overseer and receive his wages— provided they pay 
any in Connecticut. His report extends over one hundred and eight pages, and is a 
very full, careful and courteous resumi of the transactions of twenty-eight Grand 
Chapters, including California for 1872. He quotes approvingly from the address of 
Comp. English, and fully endorses that portion relative to the use of substitutes, 
and the subsequent action of the Grand Chapter thereon. He notices that among 
the officers of our Grand Chapter there is no Grand Principal Sojourner, and calls 
upon us to explain the omission. The office of Principal Sojourner would simply be 
a useless one in Grand Chapter, where no degrees are conferred. The duties of that 
officer are peculiar to the subordinate Chapters. His mission is to “ lead the blind 
by a way they know not,” whereas the members of the Grand Chapter are supposed 
to see their way clearly, and to know the path in which they travel. 

With regard to our statement that, in California, we recognize no right or prerog- 
ative as belonging to Grand Master or Grand High Priest to “ make Masons at sight,” 
he says : “ While not deeming it a question of much practical importance, we must 
show our ignorance by saying that we never before supposed it doubted by any one 
beside our six Rhode island companions referred to by Comp. Lockwood.” This 
question has been so often and so elaborately argued by able and learned Masons, 
on both sides, that we deem it unnecessary to waste much time upon it now. Yet, we 
can assure Comp. Lewis that California and Rhode Island are by no means alone in 
their denial of this so-called prerogative. While we are aware that in many juris- 
dictions it is admitted, yet, in Louisiana, Massachusetts, Missouri, Tennessee, and 
other States, not now occurring to our mind, it is positively denied. 

Before the days of written Constitutions, the Grand Masters were endowed with 
many rights and prerogatives which they do not now possess. Under the present 
system, the powers and duties of the Grand Master are as clearly prescribed as those 
of any other officer, and he is equally amenable to the law. In the 4 ‘ Ancient Consti- 
tutions,” no mention is made of any such prerogative, and we muBt therefore con- 
clude that, if any such right really existed, it has been abrogated by the written law. 
Even if claimed, and allowed as one of the prerogatives of Grand Masters, by what 
right or authority can a Grand High Priest claim its exercise ? 

Comp. Lewis agrees with us relative to Chapters U. D., and we can assure him 
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that his “ modest cross-bow” is acceptable in the ranks where many more of all 
arms have joined ns. There are many good things in this excellent report which we 
would gladly present to oar readers, bat we mast stay oar hand. 

The M.\E.\ Ws. Wallace Lee was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the R,\E.\ 
Joseph K. Wheeler was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Hartford. 

DELAWARE. 

The fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Delaware was held in the 
city of Dover on the fifteenth day of January, 1873, — the M.\ E.\ J. R. McFke, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ J. P. Allhond being Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest affords abundant evidence that the Royal 
Craft in Delaware is established upon a firm and enduring basis. He says : 

The machinery of the Grand Chapter, and of the several subordinate Chapters, has 
moved so smoothly and quietly as to require bat little supervision or care on my part. 
Peace and harmony prevail throughout our jurisdiction. No unusual alarm is heard at 
our portals, and the voices of strangers and enemies to Masonic union have ceased 
in our midst. In the fullness of friendship and faith, the companions generally, as true 
descendants of the workmen of Lebanon, have characterized their intercourse with 
themselves and others by kind and courteous conduct ; by earnest devotion to the 
noble principles of our Institution, and by untiring zeal in the promotion of its 
interests, ana the exercise of its charities and duties. In this gratifying condition of 
affairs, my official acts have been so few and unimportant, that the statement of them 
in writing required by the twelfth section of the first article of our Constitution must 
be, necessarily, very brief and uninteresting. 

In the following we fully concur : 

The well known aphorism, “ The world is governed too much,” though trite, is as 
true in Masonry as in the affairs of State ; ana instead of trammeling and fettering 
our subordinate Chapters by excessive legislation, it would be more judicious to remit 
them to the guidance of their own enlightened experience, and the exercise of their 
own sound discretion and judgment. 

He closes with the following peroration, which is so good, we cannot resist the 
temptation to insert it here : 

And now, companions, in entering upon the labors of this Convocation, let us 
cherish the mysterious and solemn ties which unite us together, and let ub pledge 
anew our vows of Holy Brotherhood. Let us remember that we owe it to ourselves 
to maintain harmony, to soothe irritation, to aid and assist, to promote Charity ; and 
that we owe it to our noble Institution to advance its best interests, to examine its 
movements, to regulate its progress, to protect it from danger, and to see that the 
snow-white banner of its purity receives no spot or stain. So shall we depart from 
this hall with the testimony of a good conscience, and the proud satisfaction that our 
work has been good work, square work, such as there are orders to receive. And 
so, if true to ourselves and our God, shall we pursue our journey of life that leads to 
the City and the Temple, treading with confidence every dangerous path and every 
rugged way, penetrating, humbly yet fearlessly, every solemn veil; comforted and 
cheered bv everv mysterious sign and word of exhortation ; and when the great 
proclamation shall be pronounced from the Throne, we will go up to the New Jeru- 
salem duly and truly prepared to aid and assist in re-building tnat house, beneath 
whose living arches the mysteries of the future will be revealed. 

There are five subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction, and all were represented. 
Total membership, two hundred and twenty-five. 

The " Committee on Work” reported that it seemed to be impossible to get the 
committee together, and asked to be discharged, which was done. So far as our 
experience has extended, 14 Committees on Work ” are exceedingly unanimous in not 
getting together ; and, if by any chance a connection is made, it generally requires 
the strongest kind of adhesive plaster to hold them together. 

We find no Report on Correspondence, and no committee appointed to prepare 
one. We hope our companions of Delaware will yet become converted to the idea 
that Reports on Correspondence are useful in the dissemination of knowledge, and 
let us hear from them another year. 

The if.*. E.\ George W. Stone was elected Grand High Priest, and the JR.*. E.'. 
J. P. Allmond was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Wilmington. 
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DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA. 

The proceedings of the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia for the year 
1872, were not received by us in time for our last report, which we regret for the 
reason that we should have been glad to have devoted more space to them than will 
now be possible, when two years are to be reviewed. 

The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Washington on the twelfth day of 
November, the if.*. J. Daniels, Grand High Priest, presiding, the IL'.Es. C. W. 
Hancock being Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief and treats of matters of local 
interest only. The following, however, calls forth a responsive echo from the cavity 
where our Masonic heart is supposed to be located : 

Companions : I have no other recommendations to make, save the admonition 'to 
the members of this Grand Chapter who are officers in the Subordinate Chapters, 
to guard well the entrance to the Tabernacle. The large number dropped from 
the rolls in some of the Chapters, while it is not sufficient to interfere with the pros- 
perity of the Chapters, it nevertheless shows that some have been permitted to enter 
who have been attracted to the spot either by idle curiosity or other improper 
motives ; and having once passed the vails and been permitted to engage with us in 
one of the most glorious works in which it was ever the privilege of man to engage, 
their zeal, if they ever had any, dies at the threshold. They become drones in the 
hive, and have no more appreciation of symbolism of the Holy Royal Arch than the 
blind dog-fish in the Mammoth Cave has of the beauties and brilliancy of the noon- 
day sun ; and, my Companions, may it not be the case with us all that in our desire 
to keep pace with the rapid growth of Masonry, we, to some extent, lose sight of the 
necessity of scrutinizing with jealous eye the material with which we build ; for no 
man who is fit to be a Mason, and who properly appreciates the work in which he is 
engaged, will, under ordinary circumstances, allow his name to be dropped from the 
rolls of the craft, and help swell the ranks of those nondescripts— unaffilliated 
Masons. The fear is not that we shall build too slow, but that the work and material 
will be such as will not stand the test of the storm of proscription and persecution 
which is sure sooner or later to descend and beat upon our Temple. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. Noble D. Larner, who 
in an interesting an able manner reviews the transactions of twenty-nine Grand 
Chapters, among them California for 1872. He quotes from the address of Comp. 
English, that portion relative to the nse of substitutes, and the report of the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence relative thereto, upon which he comments as follows : 

This sort of legislation is becoming quite popular in some quarters, and we would 
like to have some one explain to us How a Grand Chapter which has heretofore pro- 
hibited, from a conscientious conviction that it was wrong, the use of substitutes, can 
pass such resolutions. What has been done to make il right to use one substitute? 
Has our ritual been changed to accommodate all parties, whether they wish to use 
one or two ? We trust this half-way legislation will cease. If California believes it 
is proper to use substitutes, why does she not repeal her law forbidding their nse en- 
tirely r There is no middle ground in this question. You must either declare the use 
of them right or wrong. We contend that with the present wording of the ritual, it 
is wrong to use them, and hold that no Grand Chapter has the right to authorize 
their Subordinate Chapters to use them, the opinion of the General Grand Chapter to 
the contrary. 

A charter for one new Chapter was granted. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Comp. Wiggin, Grand 
Secretary, in which he presents a very interesting resumi of the proceedings of the 
General Grand Chapter and thirty-two Grand Chapters; those of the District of 
Colombia for 1870 receiving quite an extended notice. 

We have no desire to reiterate, at this time, the arguments we have hereto- 
fore used in favor of the use of substitutes ; probably no question has ever arisen in 
the jurisprudence of Masonry, upon which a wider difference of opinion has been 
exhibited ; yet, we regard the General Grand Chapter as the supreme, legislative 
head of the Craft, and when that Body, in solemn Convocation assembled, declares 
that the use of substitutes is not repugnant to any law of Roval Arch Masonry, we 
feel that we may avail ourselves of the conveniencies which the system affords, with- 
out committing a wrong or stultifying ourselves in any previous action. 
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The report ig tersely and courteously written ; no disagreeable personalities are 
indulged in, and although Comp. Larner vigorously presents his own views upon all 
matters of general interest, he denounces no one for differing with him in opinion ; 
but, even when handling his bete noir, the General Grand Chapter, he is courteous 
and forbearing. There are many excellent points in his report which we would 
gladly present, but we must content ourselves with the following, trusting that the 
Grand Chapter of Virginia may take the hint and adopt the plan proposed. In his 
review of Virginia, he makes the following extract firom the address of the Grand 
High Priest. Referring to the Council degrees, he says : 

“ I find in our border Chapters some confusion, arising from visiting companions 
who have not taken the Council degrees at all, or who have taken them in separate 
Councils, not acknowleding Chapter authority. If they have never taken them at all, 
they cannot be present during all of our Chapter work. Our laws would forbid this. If 
they have taken them in distinct Councils, their own laws would forbid them to sit 
with us when working in the Council degrees. I would recommend that this matter be 
brought to the attention of the various Grand Chapters and Grand Councils in this 
country, and that a committee be appointed for this purpose in order that we may 
all possess uniformity in Chapter worn.” 

Upon which Comp. Larneb remarks : 

The Grand Chapter having heretofore tried the plan here proposed without success, 
the recommendation of the Grand High Priest was not concurred in. We would 
suggest to pur companions of Virginia that there is one plan which they have not 
tried, and which, in our opinion, is the only one that will bring them peace and 
quiet on this subject, namely : strike the degrees from yonr Chapters, and let the 
companions who may desire to do so form Councils and confer the degrees therein. 

So mote it be. 

The M.\ E.\ Abner T. Long ley was elected Grand High Priest, and the R. U .E.\ 
L. G. Stephens was elected Grand Secretary. 


The Semi-Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter was held in the City of Wash- 
ington on the thirteenth day of May, 1873,— the A. T. Lonolet, Grand High 

Priest, presiding, the R.*J£.-. L. G. Stephens being Grand Secretary. 

Representatives were received and greeted from Iowa and Nova Scotia, and ap- 
pointed near those Grand Chapters, as well as that of Maine. No other business, 
except of a strictly local character, was transacted. 

The Annual Convocation was held on the eleventh day of November, 1873, all the 
Grand Officers, save one, being present, and eight subordinate Chapters— all in the 
jurisdiction— were represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good address, in which he states that his duties 
have not been particularly arduous, and gives us the gratifying information that 
“ uninterrupted prosperity continues throughout the jurisdiction.” 

We note the following decisions, which have our concurrence: 

I have been oalled upon by Lafayette Chapter, No. 5, to decide upon the follow- 
ing case : — 

A brother Master Mason in good standing, in the State of Illinois, but now a res- 
ident of this city, petitions their Chapter for the degrees, bnt stated on the petition 
that some three years previous he had petitioned a Chapter in Illinois, (being then a 
resident of that jurisdiction,) and had been elected, but having been called away 
flrom the State, he had not been able to obtain the degrees. 

I decided the Chapter could not receive the brother's petition, but conld confer 
the degrees upon the petitioner upon the request of the Chapter in which he had 
been elected. 

Also, from the same Chapter the following questions, viz.— 

1st. Can a protest be entered by a member of another Chapter against a candi- 
date taking the degrees in this Chapter ? 

2d. Is it proper to enter a protest against a candidate taking the degrees by a 
member of this or any other Chapter by giving it verbally to the Af.\ E.\ High 
Priest, or should it be in writing and filed with the Secretary? 

Answer, A protest against a candidate receiving the degrees should be presented 
by a member of the Chapter in which the petition was acted upon, and by no other ; 
and it should be in writing, and filed with the Secretary, that it may become a matter 
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of record, thereby doing no injustice to the Chapter, the companion protesting, or to 
the candidate. 

From the address we'also learn that each Chapter had been visited officially and 
the work exemplified ; that the degrees were conferred in a very creditable manner, 
and that there is a “ uniformity in the work not equaled in any other jurisdiction/ 1 
This is as it should be. Nothing so greatly tends to enhance the interest in the work 
and lectures, and to excite the ambition of the members to excel, as frequent visits 
by Grand Officers ; yet, while this can easily be accomplished in a small jurisdic- 
tion, with but few Chapters to reach, it would be impossible in California, where 
hundreds of miles would have to be traversed to reach some of the Chapters. It 
strikes us that the views of the Grand High Priest, as expressed in the following, are 
eminently sound : 

One of our Chapters. ( Lafayette , No. 5.) daring the past year, has been highly 
honored, by having received from the Grand Chapter of Canada an invitation to 
make them a fraternal visit, and exemplify the work of this Grand Chapter before 
that Grand Body. The invitation was accepted, the trip made, and the Royal Arch 
degree exemplified in a very satisfactory manner, I am informed. 

While I am satisfied that the officers of Lafayette or any other Chapter in this 
jurisdiction could exemplify the Capitular degrees before the Grand Bodies of this, 
or any foreign country, with credit to themselves and to this Grand Chapter, still I 
am fully of the opinion that an invitation of this kind, from a Grand to a subordi- 
nate Chapter, should have come through this Grand Chapter, and the Grand Repre- 
sentative of Canada near this Grand Chapter must have forgotton to extend that 
courtesy due from one grand body to another. 

While I have no cause to complain of the action of Lafayette Chapter or her 
officers in this particular instance, I would recommend that the Grand Chapter adopt 
some rule requiring the sanction of this Grand Body or the M.\ K\Q. m . H.\ iV. be- 
fore any Chapter could appear officially in any public procession, (except in cases of 
ftmeral,) or going to other jurisdictions either to confer the degrees or exemplify the 
work. 

He speaks in glowing terms of his visit to the new Masonic Temple in Philadel- 
phia, and of the courteous reception acccordcd to him and the officers who accom- 
panied him, by the Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania. We hope 
sometime to feast our vision upon the beauties of this magnificent structure, for mag- 
nificent it must be if the descriptions which have reached ns approximate to the 
truth. He speaks of the terrible epidemic which so lately desolated the fair cities of 
Shreveport and Memphis, and compliments the companions upon the promptitude 
with which they responded liberally to the call for aid. If the following extract 
does not express the true principle of Masonic charity and fraternal sympathy, we 
have failed to understand or appreciate it : 

How soon would the Angel of Death have stayed his relentless work in our sister 
cities could our prayers have been answered. Lotus render thanks unto God that at 
the present time the direful scourge is passing away ; and may we not hope that it 
will soon entirely disappear. Continue on, then, my companions, in your generous 
and noble acts of charity, whenever called upon by those in distress, and I assure 
you, you will always find, “ that it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

An assessment of forty cents was levied upon each member of the subordinate 
Chapters, for the purpose of liquidating the outstanding indebtedness of the Grand 
Chapter. 

The Report on Correspondence comes from a fresh and genial hand, being from 
the pen of Comp. E. B. MacGrotty, of whom we have not hitherto heard as a Ma- 
sonic writer, but hope to hear from him often in the future. He reviews the trans- 
actions of twenty-five Grand Chapters, including that of Scotland, in a manner which 
would lead us to believe he was an old hand at the business. California for 1873, 
receives fraternal notice at his hands. He says of our proceedings : “ The pamphlet 
containing the proceedings of this Grand Chapter is a model of neatness and beau- 
tiful typography, and is certainly a credit to all concerned in its publication.” 
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We take off our bat, and in company with our Grand Printer, make our lowest 
salaam. We are pleased to see the following evidence that the entente cordiate has 
been re-established between our companions of the District of Colombia and those of 
Louisiana. 

In his review of the latter jurisdiction, Comp. MacGrotty thus fraternally an* 
□ounces the reconciliation : 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. Joseph Horner, 
Grand High Priest elect, and who, by the way, was unanimously requested by the 
Grand Chapter to continue to discharge the duties of Chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. Comp. Horner reviews in an impartial and truly frater- 
nal spirit the proceedings of thirty six Grand Charters, ours being among the num- 
ber, quoting freely from Comp. Larner’s Report on Foreign Correspondence, and 
also paying a high compliment to Comp. Larner on the excellence of his report, 
and expressing his regret in not having room to quote further from it. 

As there has been a alight degree of onpleasanineas between these two Grand 
Bodies, growing out of some remarks made by a former Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence of this Grand Chapter in his review of Louisiana for the 
year 1871, we take great pleasure in being able to announce that all differences have 
been wiped out, that we have struck hands with our companions of Louisiana, and 
sincerely hope and trust that no occasion will again arise to cause any differences or 
unpleasantness between us. Comp. Horner very gracefully and courteously ac- 
knowledges his satisfaction at the explanation given by Comp. Larner, and immedi- 
ately enters into a hearty and fraternal review of our proceedings, devoting two 
pages of his report to that purpose, and expresses the hope to hear from Comp. Lar- 
ner again. We wish that hope had been gratified, as the reportorial mantle has fall- 
en upon shoulders that are not so broad as Comp. Larner’s nor so well able to 
maintain the dignity and report the doings of our sister Grand Bodies. 

We can also say that we much regret the want of time and space to quote further 
from this very excellent and interesting report, and we beg leave to assure Comp. 
Hornrr that this is not said in the Mutual Admiration vein, but simply expresses 
exactly what we feel and believe ; and in taking leave of Comp. Horner, we embrace 
the opportunity to congratulate him upon his elevation to the exalted position in 
which the companions of Louisiana have seen lit to place him, and Bincerely hope 
that he may live long to wear the honors thus worthily beBtowed. 

The report is a pleasant one to read, and we wish we had space to make further 
extracts. 

The Ms, E.\ Noble D. Larner was elected Grand High Priest, and the JRsJSs. 
L. G. Stephens was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Washington. 

GEORGIA. 

The transactions of the Grand Chapter of Georgia for the year 1873, are con- 
tained in a pamphlet of twenty-four pages. 

The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Augusta on the thirtieth day of 
April, 1873, the MsJSs. George W. Adams, Grand High Priest, presiding, the JR/. 
JET/. J. Emmett Blackshear being Grand Secretary. 

The address of the Grand High Priest is brief, business-like and to the point ; be 
indulges in no poetical effusions or flights of fancy, but goes straight to the mark and 
hits it every time. He had been but once called upon to define the law, and that 
was in the case of a King of a subordinate Chapter who requested his authority to 
open the Chapter when the High Priest was present, but refused to open the same. 
The Grand High Priest modestly declined to comply with the request, on the ground 
that he could find no authority of law, either written or unwritten, for such a pro- 
ceeding. We are pleased to see that the committee to whom was referred the 
Address of the Grand High Priest, administered a well-deserved rebuke to the recal- 
citrant officer. 

With reference to a communication addressed to the Grand Chapter at its last 
Annual Convocation, by Comp. Drummond, General Grand High Priest, relative to 
their resuming membership in the General Grand Chapter, he says : 

I beg leave to say in this connection, that I hope you will duly consider the causes 
which induced our separation from the General Grand Chapter, and if they no longer 
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exist, and there are no other insuperable objections thereto why we shonld not 
resume our membership in the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United 
States, as it was from them our First Chapters in Georgia obtained their charters 
and under which Royal Arch Masonry was established in this jurisdiction. 

He is evidently not a believer in Reports on Correspondence, as witness the fol- 
lowing: 

As there was no Committee on Foreign Correspondence appointed at our last 
Convocation, I have not felt it to be my duty to make any report thereon, as I am 
skeptic as to any value to be derived by our members from the long Reports on For- 
eign Correspondence, which appear in our printed Proceedings, cumber our minutes, 
and tax our treasury. 

We fear the last clause furnishes forth the substantial objection, and we can find 
no cause of complaint against our companions of Georgia for using every method of 
economy while it is low water in the treasury ; yet with the recurrence of the better 
times which we sincerely hope will Boon dawn upon them, we expect again to hear 
Georgia speak of the doings of her sisters, in such reports as we remember having 
read from the pens of Blackshear and Lawrence, lang syne. 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand High Priest’s Ad- 
dress relative to the return of the Grand Chapter to its allegiance to the General 
Grand Chapter, asked to be granted time until the next Annual Convocation to pre- 
pare their report, and in the meantime to ask an expression of opinion from the 
subordinate Chapters as to the expediency of taking such action, which request 
was granted. The place of holding the Annual Convocation was changed from 
Augusta to Macon, by a vote of eighty-four to forty. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address: 
Macon. 

HiLINOIB. 

The Grand Chapter of Illinois held its twenty-third Annual Convocation in the 
city of Chicago, commencing on the twenty-fourth day of October, 1872, the M.\ 
K\ James A. Hawley, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Jambs H. Miles 
being Grand Secretary. All the Grand Officers were present at the opening, together 
with seven Past Grand High Priests, and the representatives of one hundred and 
eighteen subordinate Chapters. 

The Grand High PrieBt commences an able Address with devout thanksgiving to 
the Almighty Father, for the many mercies bestowed upon them. He speaks in 
feeling terms of the disastrous fire which laid Chicago in ashes in 1871, and eloquently 
expresses his gratitude for the sympathy and aid so promptly and cheerfully tend- 
ered by the companions of other jurisdictions. Of hiB official acts he says : 

The record of my official acts during the past year will be quite brief. The pros- 
perity of our beloved institution is everywhere apparent, not only in this jurisdiction , 
nut throughout our entire country. The gratifying intelligence comes up to us 
from all quarters that the Royal Craft are uniformly pursuing their labors in peace 
and harmony, and are quietly but steadily “ erecting a second Temple, which we 
hope will be indeed that Spiritual House not made with hands, eternal in the Heav- 
ens. ” Owing to this happy and. prosperous condition of our Order in Illinois, there 
have been but few demands for official interference. Hone of these have been of a 
very grave or serious character, and have, by generous concessions, been happily 
settled without engendering bad feelings, and to the entire satisfaction of those con- 
cerned ; and I do not deem it necessary or advisable to occupy your time with a 
recital of grievances that have already been healed. 

Four dispensations to form new Chapters had been issued, and a number of spe- 
cial dispensations for various purposes were granted. Representatives were appoint- 
ed near the Grand Chapters of Missouri, Oregon, New York, Ontario, Maine, and 
Mississippi. The following decisions were rendered : 

First — That objections to the advancement of a Brother are binding on the High 
Priest and Chapter so long as the Companion making the same remains a member of 
that particular Chapter. 
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Second -^ That if a Companion making objections to the advancement of a Brother 
dimits, oris suspended or expelled, the Chapter can proceed in the same manner as 
if each objections were withdrawn formally. 

Third —} That objections made by a Companion to the advancement of a Brother 
in the Chapter of which he is a member are valid and binding although the Com- 
panion making the objections resides without the State. 

Fourth ^ That objections made by a Companion in the Chapter of which he is a 
member, to the advancement of a Brother, cannot be removed by striking the name 
of the Companion objecting, from the list of members, although said Companion may 
reside without the State. 

Fifth— That the installation of Officers in a Chapter by proxy is not proper or 
legal. 

The right of objection, as recognized by the laws of our Grand Chapter, is a 
sacred right— and yet — in my opinion— it is a right that, while it is carefully guard- 
ed, should be confined strictly to the letter of the law. By its exercise in the broad 
sense which some are willing to give it, it is more potent and powerful than the 
ballot itself. In making the fourth decision I was aware that Resolution 14 was 
staring me in the face, and that the decision was— indirectly if not directly— in con- 
flict with said resolution. 

This resolution authorizes, yea it requires , the Chapters of this jurisdiction to 
force from their membership those of our Companions who see fit to cross an imag- 
inary line and take up their residence in another State. But believing as I do that 
this resolution is contrary to the spirit of our Institution, and that its enforcement 
would be doing great injustice to very many excellent and worthy companions along 
the borders of our State, I could not do otherwise than decide— bo far as I was com- 
pelled to do in this decision— adversely to its enforcement. In my opinion, Chapters 
should be required to pay Grand Chapter dues for all their members whether resid- 
ing in or out of this State. I can see no good reason why a Companion who chooses 
to reside in another State should be compelled to sever his connection with a Chapter 
* in this jurisdiction. Neither can I see any good reason why a Companion, who is a 
member of a Chapter in this jurisdiction, and resides in another state, should be 
exempted from bearing his share of the Masonic burdens, or that the Chapter of 
which he is a member should be relieved from payiug its just proportion of the 
expenses of this Grand Body ; and I therefore respectfully, but earnestly, recom- 
mend that Resolutions 14 and 15 be rescinded. 

I also desire to call the attention of the Grand Chapter to the fifth decision, touch- 
ing the installation of officers by proxy. This practice is more or less common in our 
Chapters, and has been the cause of disturbing the peace and harmony of more than 
one Chapter in this jurisdiction. It tends to lessen the interest in, and takes away 
the force of, the installation service, and is bound to result in evil, if allowed to go 
unchecked. 

To all which we Bay Amen ! 

The following resolution “ bothers us intirely 

Resolved, That the KeyStone of a M. M. Mason shall be the same as the KeyStone 
of a Royal Arch Mason, and the Subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction are request- 
ed to use the same in the work of the Mark Master degree. 

This was referred to the " Committee on Work,” but was evidently too much for 
their mental digestion, as we find no report from them on the subject. The thanks of 
the Grand Chapter were tendered to the Grand High Priest, for the “ able, wise and 
zealous manner” in which he had discharged his duties, and the Grand Secretary was 
instructed to procure and present to him a Past Grand High Priest’s Jewel in token 
of their appreciation of his eminent services. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of the talented Grand Secre- 
tary, Comp. James H. Miles, who reviews in his usual courteous and intelligent man- 
ner, the transactions of thirty-three Grand Chapters. California for 1872; receives 
fraternal notice at his hands. 

We are sorry that we could not have received the proceedings of this Grand Chap- 
ter for 1873, in time for this report ; meeting as it does in October, we presume they 
must be published at the time we write, (March) but perhaps the mails, or the MUes 
have failed us. 

It is dull writing upon matters which .have attained an age so venerable, and we 
truBt our worthy confrere of the quill will in future give ns more juvenile matter to 
consider. 
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The Ms.Es. Asa W. Blakesley was elected Grand High Priest, and the Bs. Es 
Jakes H. Miles was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

The twenty-eighth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Indiana was held 
in the city of Indianapolis, on the twenty-second day of October, 1873, the Ms. Es. 
Eden H. Davis, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ Es. Jon n M. Bramwell being 
Grand Secretary. Seventy-six chartered Chapters and two under dispensation were 
represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest commences with the sad announcement 
that his health had become impaired to snch an extent that he had been compelled 
to retire from business pursuits of every nature, and but for the urgent solicitation 
of the Deputy Grand High Priest and other friends, he should have resigned his office. 

Our Ms. Es. Companion has our warmest sympathy, and sincere wishes that his 
shattered health may soon be fully restored to him. Relative to appointing compan- 
ions as Special Deputies to constitute Chapters, some of whom had made no report 
of their doings, he says : 

A question of some importance might here properly arise in connection with this 
matter. Should not the Grand Chapter by special enactment make it the duty of 
any and every Companion appointed to a specific duty to make due report thereof 
to the proper authority from whence such appointment came? In no other way, it 
seems to me, can your executive officers come into the possession of such knowl- 
edge and information so essentially necessary for them to have in order to a faithful 
discharge of the various duties required at their hands. 

InthiB jurisdiction, the 8pecial Deputy, in such cases, receives a printed appoint- 
ment, signed by the Grand High Priest and countersigned by the Grand Secretary, 
and bearing the seal of the Grand Chapter, and upon the reverse of the sheet is 
printed a form of report, leaving necessary blanks which he is expected to fill np 
and forward to the Grand High Priest, and we remember no instance wherein a 
Special Deputy, invested with one of these formidable documents, has failed to 
return it with his report. 

The following question waB propounded : 

Under the laws of the Grand Chapter, does the loss of the right foot render a 
brother Master Mason ineligible to receive the Chapter degrees?” 

The Grand High Priest found this too knotty a point for him to settle, for he thus 
responds : 

This question, involving a matter upon which much diversity of opinion exists, 
and a similar question, as I find, has been decided in different ways by different juris- 
dictions, I withheld my decision, and now submit the question for the consideration 
of the Grand Chapter, where I trust a decision will be had that will be right and 
satisfactory, and the matter permanently settled, for this jurisdiction at least. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the matter was finally referred, also 
il gave it up ” for the present at least, as they presented the following report: 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred so much of the Ms. E.\ 
Grand High Priest’s Address as relates to the following question, to wit : “ Does the 

loss of the right foot render a brother M. M. ineligible to receive the Chapter de- 
grees?” having given the subject referred to them as much thought as time will 
allow, now offer the following report: That upon examination we find the only law 
the Grand Chapter has made on this subject is found in sections 86 and 87 of the Rules 
for the government of subordinate Chapters. Your committte think that upon a fair 
and liberal construction of the law as here laid down, perhaps the simple loss of the 
right foot does not render a Master Mason ineligible to receive the Chapter degrees, 
as there is nothing in our ceremonies he might not perhaps comply with in each par- 
ticular. But vour committee think there may be a question behind all this, and which 
is more than likely the real question in this case, whether this be so or not, your 
committee think the whole matter connected with this subject had as well be fully 
decided by the Grand Chapter, and our laws and rulings upon the subject of “ Eligi- 
bility of Petitioners” made more plain and definite than they now are. Does the law 
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of Ancient Craft Masonry in regard to physical defect prevail in capitular Masonry, 
and to an equal extent? This qaestion, your committee for want of time and oppor- 
tunity to consult the authorities upon the subject, are unable to arrive at any definite 
conclusion, and can therefore only recommend that the subject matter of this report 
be laid over until the next Annual Communication, and that your committee have 
until that time to consult the authorities, as also the rulings of other Grand Chapters 
upon this subject, when no doubt a report, satisfactory to your committee at least, 
may be had. 

We advise the committee to answer the question in the affirmative, on the ground 
that none but men of right understanding should be allowed to participate in our 
ceremonies. 

We judge from the following extract, that the Grand High Priest is not an enthu- 
siastic admirer of the Representative By stem : 

On several occasions I have been solicited to commission Representatives near 
other Grand Chapters ; and although these fancies have been indulged in by my 
predecessors, under authority of the Grand Chapter, yet upon mature reflection 1 de- 
clined to make any appointments of the kind whatever. This system of exchanging 
Representatives with other Grand Chapters has now been in practice among the fra- 
ternity in the United States for a number of the past years, but what there really is in 
it, or what benefit has resulted from its use, I am wholly at a loss to perceive. A few 
names have thus been brought prominently before the fraternity by being reported 
in our printed Proceedings from year to year as the Representatives of, etc., etc., 
and this appears to be the whole of it. If anything else has been accomplished by 
the enterprise, 1 must confess that 1 have not been able to see it. If, then, I am cor- 
rect in my estimate of the matter, m'ght we not as well refrain from any further 
indulgences in this line, and leave it as one of the refined fancies of the age that has 
folly run its course ? 

We notice, however, that representatives from the Grand Chapters of Maine, 
Connecticut, and Illinois, were received and greeted as such. 

It appears to be the duty of the Grand High Priest in this jurisdiction to write the 
Report on Correspondence, but owing to the illness of Comp. Davis, ho was unable 
to perform that duty and no report appears. 

The Committee on Correspondence, imbued no doubt with a just idea of the 
value of such reports, and desiring to provide against any future disappointments, 
report as follows : 

That in their opinion it Is, in all cases of disability from whatever cause, the duty, 
as well as the privilege, of the presiding officer to select and designate some suitable 
companion to discharge that duty, so that the companions throughout our jurisdiction 
shall not be deprived of the pleasure and profit to be derived from such report. The 
Committee make no reflection upon the case herein referred to, as our M. E. G. H. P. for 
the past year has our deepest sympathies in his afflictions, but simply desire to guard 
against any future failures. 

The Grand High Priest closes his Address with the following solemn and impressive 
words : 

And now, my companions, I feel that my work is done. From my present enfeebled 
condition it would be improper for me to even attempt to preside over your deliber- 
ations, not even until the time shall come for you to make choice of nim who is to 
succeed me ; and from my advanced age I can scarcely hope to regain health and 
vigor sufficient to justify me in attempting to take upon myself the performance of 
any part of the work hereafter. The work that Royal Arch Masonry has to do I feel 
to say is a great, a glorious work. Its sacred mission is to impress upon the human 
character the great lessons of civilization, cheering the afflicted wherever found, and 
scattering broadcast, as it were, with unsparing hand, the glorious principles of a 
higher moral philosophy. And, my companions, let us all most devoutly pray that 
the Holy One of Israel may be pleased to bo order it in all things that our future suc- 
cess may be more glorious than the past. 

There are eighty-nine Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership 
of 4332. 

The M.\ K\ Alexander Thomas was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
John M. Bramwell was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Indianapolis. 
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IOWA.. 

The Grand Chapter of Iowa held its twentieth Annual Convocation in the city of 
Des Moines, commencing on the twenty-third day of October, 1873, the E. 

A. Guilbebt, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Wm. B. Langribge being 
Grand Secretary. 

Fifty Subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening, and all the Grand 
Officers save one were present, together with a number of Past Grand High Priests 
and other Past Grand Officers. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a well prepared, business-like document, 
principally confined, however, to matters of local interest. He commences with a 
somewhat desponding view of the situation, as follows : 

The year has gone. Its beginning shone upon many an ingleslde, whose family 
circle was ronnded and complete, prosperous an<f happy. Its ending finds many of 
those circles sadly broken, and by those inglesides sees numerous vacant chairs. To 
some joyous homes, commercial mutations have brought utter poverty, and others 
yet temptation — crime’s elder brother— has irremediably disgraced. The mosaic 
pavement of the year has been “ checkered with good and evil,” and verily the 
black squares have predominated. War and shipwreck, and the incendiary torch, 
have done well that which they were commissioned to do ; while yonder, even iu 
not remote sister states, pestilence— the inscrutable deciraator— has laid his pallid 
hand upon busy, populous cities, destroying thousands of victims, and drying the 
springs of commercial endeavor at their very sources. 

Yet, even amid this carnival of death, the white squares have often gleamed, and 
again has it been the privilege of that divinest of masonic virtues, charity, to exer- 
cise her office-work on behalf of stricken fraters. Her gifts have been lavishly 
bestowed, and not the least among them were the invigorating words of cheer with 
which her ministrants gladdened the solitary convalescent, from whom hope and 
friends had fled; or those other reverent words of prayer and faith, which they 
whispered in the dull ear of the dying. God grant that those benedictions sufficed to 
light up the “valley of the dark shadow of death,” and to assist in giving the de- 
parted ** abundant entrance ” into the blessedness of the beyond. * 

Despite all these changes, these “ moving incidents by flood and field.” these 
startling perturbations in the moral world, Freemasonry has changed not. In Iowa, 
as also elsewhere, her stately march haB been steadily onward. Not too rapidly, bnt 
markedly, has the number of neophytes increased, while “ peace has been within her 
walls, and prosperity within her palaces.” In Iowa quite a number of new, properly 
fitted, and handsome adorned “ palaces ” have been set apart for the uses of masonry, 
while the number of masonic refreshment occasions and saint’s day commemorations 
have notably increased. Restful and enjoyable episodes have they been in the 
“bubble, bubble, toil and trouble ” of the outer-life of the event-filled year. These 
dedication, refreshment, and commemorative episodes, to my consciousness, have 
seemed to be like the musical and prophetic “ sound of a going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees,” for the which the Kingly David was directed to listen as an omen of 
substantial victory. 

He reports the appointment of Representatives near the Grand Chapters of Nova 
Scotia, New York, Illinois, District of Columbia, Kansas, and Florida. 

He Btrongly condemns the practice adopted by some Chapters, of having their 
charters framed and hung in their Chapter rooms, and presents an instance where a 
charter was destroyed by fire through this reprehensible custom. In order to obvi- 
ate this difficulty in future, he recommended the adoption of the following “ General 
Regulation,” viz. : 

The theories on which the installation ceremony is based demand that the charter 
of a Chapter should always be in the immediate custody of the High Priest, tiierefore 
it is ordered by the Grand Chapter of the State of Iowa that charters Bhall not be 
framed and left in Chapter rooms, but that the High Priest of eaoh subordinate shall 
cause to be provided a suitable tin case in which to preserve the charter, and to carry 
it to and from the Convocations of his Chapter. Under no circumstances shall the 
High Priest permit the oharter to leave his immediate custody, except in the event 
of his contemplated absence from a Convocation, when he shall place it in charge of 
the King, or in the event of the latter’s absence, in the charge of the Scfibe, who 
will return it to its proper custodian as soon as convenient after the aforesaid Convo- 
cation has been holden. 
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A question of jurisdiction haring arisen with New York, which presents some 
phases of general interest, we state the particulars of the case as represented by the 
Grand High Priest: 

Among the instances in which the powers rested in the Grand High Priest have 
been brought into positive use, I note one, as it involved a jurisdictional question of 
a grave character. 

An Iowa man, resident for years in an interior city, removes to the State of New 
York. In a lodged seated on the banks of the Hudson river, he is made a Mason. 
Soon thereafter he applies to the Chapter and is rejected. Twice he repeats the 
application, and as often is rejected. After a few months have passed he returns to 
his former home in Iowa, ostensibly to remain, but does not demit from the New 
York lodge. He had grown from boyhood to manhood in the Iowa city, and was 
generally and favorably known to its Masons. Shortly after his return he consults 
the High Priest of the Chapter with reference to taking the degrees, frankly stating 
that he had been rejected in the New York Chapter. The High Priest, who is most 
competent and intelligent, examined the Grand Chapter statutes, but found them to 
be utterly silent on this important jurisdictional question. Therefore, deeming his 
right to do so unquestionable, he received the brother’s petition, regarding him to be 
one who would prove to be a decided acquisition tp its membership. The Chapter, 
coinciding with the High Priest, in due season elected the brother and conferred on 
him the degrees. . Not long after his exaltation the companion again changed his 
residence, returning to the Hudson river city aforesaid. He there made himself 
known as a Royal Arch Mason, whereupon the New York Chapter justly feeling 
aggrieved, the High Priest thereof wrote our High Priest, asking if the companion 
had actually been exalted in the Iowa Chapter, and if so, why our subordinate had 
thus invaded their jurisdictional rights? 

To this letter our High Priest promptly and courteously responded, acknowledg- 
ing the fact, and explaining the wherefore by saying that the party was eminently 
worthy, and that as our Grand Chapter was silent on the points involved, and espe- 
cially as older Masons in his Chapter had sanctioned his view of the matter, he 
thought he had undoubted right to the material of the New York Chapter, and B 
accordingly had used it. Not deeming this answer satisfactory, a statement of the 
case, embracing the correspondence, was laid before the accomplished Thos. C. Cassidy, 
Gfand High Pnest of Royal Arch Masons in New York, and his interference invoked. 
That official immediately wrote me, enclosing the papers in the case, making formal 
complaint against our Chapter and asking at my hands ** that redress and masonio 
justice so justly due under the circumstances.’’ At once I addressed our High 
Priest summarizing the facts, which were fully set forth in the documents submitted 
to me, and concluding with this edict, which is founded upon my well-conceived 
opinion that Chapter jurisdiction in any case, and, therefore, more especially in a 
case like that in question, follows a rejected brother wherever he may go . My edict 
was worded thus 

“1 enjoin it upon you, companion High Priest, of Chapter, No. 

that you convene your Chapter within three days after the receipt hereof ; then to 
read this edict and thereafter to cause the same to be spread upon your records. 

You will then cause to be presented, passed, and recorded a resolution addressed to 

Chapter, No New York, disclaiming doing them intentional wrong in this 

matter, asking pardon for the offense, expressing a willingness to pay over to that 
Chapter the moneys wrongfully received for the degrees conferred on the party iu 
dispute, and tendering that Chapter the masonic control of the companion thus im- 
properly exalted. Yon will at once send me a transcript, under the seal of the Chap- 
ter, of the proceedings had at the speoial convocation aforesaid, and will forward the 
specified resolution to ■■ Chapter, No New York. Herein fail not” 

Promptly and cheerfully was this edict obeyed, very much to the credit of our 
live Chapter, and greatly to my gratification. The result w&b that the New York 
Chapter, not willing to be outdone in magnanimity, accepted the amende honorable , 
declined to receive the fee, and refused to assume masonic control over the party, 
who remaios, though still a resident of New York, a member of the Iowa Chapter. 

As succinctly as it was possible for me to do, I have stated this case, ana I sub- 
mit that our Grant Chapter owes it to itself to place among its general regulations 
an article which shall unequivocally affirm this principle of masonic law and comity, 
riz.: 

That Chapter jurisdiction Is not limited by a rejected candidate’s change of resi- 
dence, but that it follows him wherever he may sojourn. That in order fully to 
secure obedience to this rule, applicants for degrees shall be required to state in 
their petitions whether or not, at any time before, they have been rejected by a 
Chapter, and, if so, requiring them farther to give the name and locality of the re- 
jecting Chapter, so that its permission may be sought as condition precedent to 
notion on said petition. 
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By suoh an enactment the Grand Chapter will show that in practioe, m she really 
is in theory , she is determinedly opposed to the use by one Chapter of material to 
which another Chapter has acquired a title in a legitimate, and therefore in a masonic 
way, until the transfer of said title has been duly solicited and formally granted, and 
the “ enabling act ” properly “ signed, sealed, and delivered.” 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the foregoing was referred, presented 
the following report, which we fully indorse: 

As to the New York embroglio, of making a Royal Arch Mason of a man who is a 
resident of Iowa, but a member “ in a Lodge situated on the banks of the Hudson 
river,” your committee think that the ac$ of the High Priest in receiving the petition 
was correct. Our regulation only requires the candidate to be affiliated somewhere 
in good standing, not necessarily in Iowa. But your committee utterly repudiate 
the claim of the Grand High Priest of New York. The jurisdiction of the Grand 
Chapter of New York ends at the line of that State ; and that of the Grand Chapter 
of Iowa extends all over the State of Iowa. It is residence that gives jurisdiction, 
and Dot Lodge membership. We utterly deny the right of the Grand Chapter of New 
York to make a Royal Arch Mason of a resident citizen of Iowa. The Grand Chapter 
of New York knows nothing about who iB or is not a member of the Blue Lodge 
there, unless he is in some of the Chapter degrees. Our jurisdiction is exclusive over 
every resident of the State. We require such qualifications as we please, but repudi- 
ate all outside jurisdiction of the person. 

The death of Comp. David Stiles, a centenarian, is appropriately and feelingly 
noticed. This veteran Mason first saw Masonic light eighty-one years ago, and at the 
time of his deoease, had reached the great age of one hundred and seven years. 

What a lesson does the life of such a man teach ! What an interesting chapter in 
the history of Masonry would his experience afford ! 

In closing, Comp. Guilbert Bays of him : 

His ear was ever attent to the cry of sorrow : ever open was his hand to relieve 
the needy brother. Before any of us were born he knelt at the altar of Masonry, and 
for four score years he went in and out among the craft, maintaining the character of 
an earnest, faithful Mason. For over sixty years he was in masonio work efficient,in 
masonic zeal abundant, and in kindness of demeanor was unsurpassed. He died at 
last like righteous Abraham, “ an old man at a good old age, fuu of years, and was 

g athered to his fathers.” His career wsb a remarkable one, and is full of lessons to 
lose of the craft who are wont to grow weary of limited masonic endeavor, and 
therefore pause at the very threshold of masonic life. Let it be ours to profit by 
those lessons, to the end that, as did his, our lives may grow to be fuller of masonic 
fervor up to the last supreme moment when they shall be merged in the unknown but 
hope-filled future. 

In connection with Masonic journalism, Comp. Guilbert makes the following sen- 
sible remarks : 

There exists no better educator of the craft, no more unerring indicator of the 
uses of masonic culture, than a well-conducted masonic magazine, managed by an 
unselfish man, who iB thoroughly capacitated for, and utterly in love with his mis- 
sion. Such a man cares less for the moneyed compensation he may receive and 
more for the good he may succeed in accomplishing. Neither does he constantly 
bestride a hobby, the while blowing loud strains upon his individual trumpet in order 
to attract to himself that attention he might not otherwise capture. Such specimens 
of the genus masonic editor all of us have seen, and they remind one of the fog-horn 
blower at sea, the jargon of whose flats and sharps, when translated by him who 
understands them, forcibly admonishes the traveler to give the horn-blower a wide 
berth. 

In connection with the subject of masonic journalism, I cannot forbear congratu- 
lating the craft of the United States upon the return to journalistic life of the capable 
and energetic companion, Rob Morris, who is so familiarly known to the Masons 
of Iowa that he almost seems to be one of us. I sincerely hope that his new maga- 
zine, which is happily named Light in Masonry , will receive that large measure of 
support which so excellent an illustration of true masonic journalism deserves to re- 
ceive. 

We note the following decisions of the Grand High Priest: 

1 st Query. “A brother marked in a Chapter in another State, who has become a 
permanent resident of this place, desires to receive the remainder degrees in our 
Chapter. He has written for permission to do so, but as yet receives no reply. Can 
we prooeed without such written permission ?” 
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Answer . No. The rule Is imperative. You must have formal written permission, 
under the seal of the Chapter from which the brother hails. 

2d. Query. “ Borne time since Companion was suspended for non pay- 

ment of does in our Blue Lodge. The charge against him was for unmasonic con- 
duct. I ask : 1st. How does that suspension affect bis standing in our Chapter ? 2d. 
Is non-payment of dues 1 unmasonic conduct V 3d. If that suspension suspends him 
in the Chapter, how shall we enter it of record on our minutes, and how report him 
to the Grand Chapter?” 

Answer . 1st. Suspension in the Lodge carries with it suspension in the Chapter 
without formal action on part of the latter. 2d. Non-payment of dues is an unma- 
sonic act; “ If a man will not work, neither shall he eat.” Under our law, a Mason 
may be suspended who is delinquent and does not pay dues when cited to do so. I 
have my doubts about the equity of such transactions, however. 3d. You. as Secre- 
tary of the Chapter, should enter on the ledger of the Chapter, opposite the name of 
the party, 41 Suspended by reason of having Deen suspended for uon-payment of dues 
in his Lodge.” Just such a note would be attached to his name when making your 
annual returns to the Grand Chapter. In matters of this kind, the High Priest, or 
Secretary, or, indeed, any official or lay member who may be cognizant of the sus- 
pension or expulsion of a companion in his Lodge, should announce the fact in open 
convocation, whereupon the High Priest would at once order the Secretary to make 
the proper entries in the books of the Chapter. 

3d Query, (concerning companions who are unaffiliated in Lodges.) “ Is it neces- 
sary for subordinates to act upon or adopt any new By-Laws on tins point; or did the 
action of the Grand Chanter cut off at once all Royal Arch Masons who may have been 
dimitted from the Blue Lodge one year or more?” 

Answer. No new By-Law is necessary. The general regulation adopted by the 
last Grand Chapter suffices as a basis of action for all subordinates. That general 
regulation, making continuous membership in the Chapter depend on continuous 
membership in the Lodge, did not “ cut off at once all Royal Arch Masons who may 
have been dimitted from the Blue Lodge one year or more.” The Grand Chapter has 
not the power to enact ex post facto laws ; therefore the regulation applies only to 
events occurring subsequently to its adoption, in October, 1872. To be more explicit: 
All Royal Arch Masons who may, on October 17th, 1873, be found to be unaffiliated 
with a Lodge in this or in some other jurisdiction, become, by the terms of the general 
regulation aforesaid, unaffiliated Royal Arch Masons. It will, on and after October 
17th, 1873, be the duty of each High Priest of a Chapter in Iowa, carefully to scan 
his roll of members, and to see to it that the regulation in question is literally 
obeyed, having respect for a modification to which allusion is made. 

4th Query. “ Is it your opinion, that if any Chapter member who may have 
been dimitted from his Lodge one year or more, shall, within one year from the 
adoption of the said General Regulation, make application for membership to a Blue 
Lodge, and be rejected, that he may still remain a member of his Chapter?” 

Answer. That is precisely my opinion, with the addition that the application to 
and rejection by, the Blue Lodge, need not, necessarily, have been made and 
suffered within the current year. As I read the regulation on this point, it protects 
such Roval Arch Masons as have at any time within the current year, or at any time 
within former years, been thus treated by a Blue Lodge. 

6th Query. “ We recently elected a brother to receive the degrees in our Chap- 
ter, and have already made him a Most Excellent Master. Companions— many of 
them — do not think him a proper person to be exalted ; still we have not sufficient 
grounds on which to base charges again! him. Has a companion the right to de- 
mand another ballot in this case to determine whether or not the party shall be 
exalted ? ” 

Answer. Yes. Any companion has the right to demandat a regular Convoca- 
tion, a ballot at any stage during the progress of a candidate from degree to degree. 
But consider ; is such a course Masonic ? Only recently you unanimously elected a 
brother who must have been well known to you. You have already given him three 
degrees, in part fulfillment of your contract to give him four ; and for the four de- 
grees you have already received payment. You have not, as you state, sufficient 
grounds on which to base charges against him ; therefore you simply suspect the 
brother to be unworthy— you do not know this to be the fact. Do you think, on re- 
flection, that this is the right course to pursue ? 

64/i. Query. “ A petition for the degrees is read at a regular convocation ; a 
motion is made and seconded to receive and refer the same to a committee of inves- 
tigation. Is such reception and reference to be considered lawfully carried, if the 
vote on the motion be not unanimous f ” 

Answer. No. The vote on such a motion must be unanimous. It is to be sup- 
posed that he who would object to the reception of a petition would be sure to cast 
a negative ballot when said petition matured. 

7<h Query. “ Can a companion dimit without giving his reasons for so doing? ” 

Answer. Certainly. Masonic membership is voluntary, not compulsory. 
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8th Query. “ If ft companion, after exaltation, refuses to sign the by-laws, what 
shall we do with him? ” 

Answer. Proceed againBt him for contnmaoy, preferring charges and trying him 
regularly ; and then, if the contumacy is not atoned for by the performance of the 
act which ratifies membership, let the punishment be swift and adequate — suspension 
or expulsion— no less. 

The following resolution was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence : 

Whereas, It has oome to the knowledge of this Grand Chapter that Comp. G. L. 
Grubb, Grand Scribe and M.\ E.\ High Priest of Montgomery Chapter, No. 67, 
admitted to a Lodge of Past Master Masons a brother who had never taken any of the 
Chapter degrees, because he had taken the degrees of the Scottish Bite. Therefore — 

Besolvea, That it is the sense of this Grand Chapter that Companion Grubb should 
be, and he hereby is, censured therefor. 

The committee report as follows : 

As to the report that Companion E. L. Grubb, Grand Scribe, also High Priest of 
Montgomery Chapter, No. 57, had admitted into a Past Master’s Lodge a Blue Lodge 
member ana a Scottish Rite Mason who had not taken any degrees in Lodge nnder 
the jurisdiction of the Chapter, your committee would beg leave to report that in 
oonsequenoe of the short time given them they have not been able to hear any evi- 
dence on the subject. They further report that a Convocation of Past Masters 
belongs exclusively to the Grand Lodge Jurisdiction ; that the degree of Past Mas- 
ter, conferred by a Convocation of Past Masters, does not quality one to be admit- 
ted to a Lodge of Past Masters. The Grand Chapter knows nothing about the degrees 
of Scottish lute Masonry. If any Grand Officer or officer of a Chapter admit such 
persons into any of the lodges of the Chapter, they are unworthy to wear a jewel. 

The Grand Chapter exhibited that charity which “ suffer eth long and is kind, ” by 
voting the sum of fifty dollars annually to the widow of a Past Grand King, during 
ier lifetime. 

Well and nobly done ; would we were called upon more frequently to reoord such 
aots. 

The High Priest of a Chapter under dispensation was suspended from his office 
for the crime of intemperance, and the Chapter was directed to proceed to try him 
for the offense at the earliest possible moment. 

We trust that, in view of the righteous war at present being inaugurated against 
the dispensers of “ liquid damnation,” cases of this kind will become less frequent, 
and the Order be relieved from the stigma and disgrace cast upon it by those who 
cannot restrain their appetites, but who, in their dally lives, exhibit the fact that the 
benefioent teachings of Masonry have been to them as seed sown upon stony ground, 
and its great principles abortive and ineffectual in “circumscribing their desires and 
keeping their passions within due bounds.” 

We are in fault in this, that, while we teach in our Lodge-rooms the importance of 
temperance, in many instances, we place temptation in the way of those we have 
attempted to instruct. Let those who, by the suffrages of their brethren, have been 
set apart as leaders and teachers in Masonry, in their own persons set the example of 
that temperance and sobriety they so solemnly eqjoln upon others. Let the source 
and foundation of all the trouble be banished from our Lodge-rooms, our Chapter 
Halls, and from the asylums of our Commanderies. When at night, these Bodies have 
completed their labors, let the officers and members seek their homes, and avoid as 
they would a pestilence the saloons and drinking houses, and the effect of such a 
course will soon be made manifest in the improved moral status of the Craft and itfe 
influence will not be unfelt upon society at large. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. U. D. Taylor, 
who reviews the transactions of thirty Grand Chapters; also those of the Grand Mark 
Lodge of England. In reading his notice of California we were utterly surprised and 
grieved. In his last year’s report, Comp. Taylor treated us to a considerable 
amount of pleasantry and jocose comment upon our report of the previous year* 
giving us however a most flattering notice. In our last year’s report, we retorted in 
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kind, but upon again perusing our notice of Iowa, we fail to disoover aught that 
oould by any possibility be construed into a sneer, a discourtesy, or an intent to 
wound the feelings of any one. Comp. Taylor accuses us of discourtesy to the 
Grand High Priest of Iowa ; nothing could have been farther from our intent and 
purpose. We have not the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with Comp. Guil- 
bxrt, but we know him by his writings, and by reputation, and we, in common with 
his companions of Iowa, hold him in the highest respect and esteem as one who has 
labored long and faithfully in all the departments of Masonry, and we oannot believe 
that Comp. Guilbbrt himself considers what was intended simply as a little piece of 
pleasantry, as a discourtesy. 

Comp. Taylor quotes the following from our report of last year : 

“ Is the work of Royal Arch Masonry allowed to be written in Iowa, and that too 
under the direction and by the authority of the Grand High Priest ? If we mistake 
not, the Past Grand High Priest of another jurisdiction was not long since expelled 
for a similar act, notwithstanding he was a Char, and a member of the illustrious 
house of Jonas. But perhaps we have misunderstood the purport of the paragraph, 
and we reserve our comments until further advised.” 

Upon whioh he makes the following remarks : 

In reply : In common with other States, a copy of the standard works in full is 
committed to the care of the Grand High Priest, and is by him transmitted to his 
successor with the seal and other effects peculiar to the office. We here regard it sb 
of importance to have such a copy in the possession of him who is the conservator of 
the work in this jurisdiction, and have no doubt but that even in the vastly enlight- 
ened and remarkably pure Masonry of California similar works might be found, even 
in unauthorized hands, on 4t strict examination.” Companion Wigoin is at fault, 
singular as it may seem, in his allusion to Czar Jonbs, of Michigan, lhai party was 
expelled, not for writing the work, but for copying a work extant in Michigan, with 
the avowed and advertised intention of selling the same to any one in any State who 
claimed to be a Royal Arch Mason. The Grand Lodge of Michigan has such a stan- 
dard copy of its work in its archives, and no doubt the Grand Chapter has also. 
Those bodies have not thought it necessary to apologise therefor when intermeddlers 
have cavilled thereat, nor do we. While we regret most poignantly that our course 
does not please companion Wiooin, it is altogether probable that we shall keep and 
se the book in question. 

The 41 sneer ” and sarcasm contained in the above we pass by unnoticed, as en- 
tirely unworthy of a companion of so much intelligence and ability. In our ignorance, 
we were not aware that the work of Royal Arch Masonry was allowed to be written 
by authority in any jurisdiction, and we are not alone in our ignorance, for we notice 
that several of our correspondents have made similar inquiries. We simply asked 
for information, and we fail to .see anything discourteous in our query. 

With reference to the practice of keeping the written work of Masonry in the arch- 
ives of Lodge or Chapter, we do not hesitate to say that, in oor opinion, it is unma- 
sonic and improper, and we cannot understand how any Mason can reconcile such a 
course with his obligations and duties to the order. 

Comp. Taylor finds fault with us because we could not agree with all the decis. 
ions of Comp. Gotlbkrt, and upon this point he again waxes sarcastic. He says : 

Coming now to the decisions of the Grand High Priest, companion Wiooin dis- 
cusses them seriatim , dissenting from part and approving part of them. It is his 
misfortune, and not his fault, that he cannot fully agree with our Grand High Priest. 
No doubt each party will remain folly convinced of the justice of his own conclusions, 
and so that difference can be considered settled. 

We regret that we cannot always fully agree with the decisions of those who are 
placed in authority over the Craft, as Comp. Taylor says it is our 14 misfortune and 
not our fault;” but it would be a singularly dull and tame world if we all thought 
alike, and then what would be the obc of writing Reports on Correspondence ? In 
our opinion the object of such reports is, to learn the ideas and opinions of others, 
to discuss differences of opinion which may arise, and to receive and impart informa- 
tion. 

In considering the transactions of our sister Grand Chapters and in commenting 
upon the decisions of the various Grand High Priests, we have endeavored to keep 
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courtesy, candor and fairness on oar side, and, when we have been obliged to differ 
with oar contemporaries upon any question, we have done so from an honest convic 
tion that we were right according to the limited amount of Masonic knowledge and 
experience we have been enabled to acquire, always holding ourself in readiness to 
be convinced, if in error, by the arguments of others better informed. 

We regret that Comp. Taylor could not have discussed the questions at issue, 
with that moderation and good feeling which should ever characterize controversies 
of this nature, and we also regret that he is no longer chairman of the Committee on 
Correspondence, for we cherish no ill feeling against him for what he has said of us, and 
in view of his general geniality and good humor, we can only attribute the acerbity 
of temper exhibited towards us in the report under review, to the supposition thatf 
previous to writing it, he must have partaken of something which disagreed with him.* 

We sincerely regret that any necessity should have arisen for the introduction of 
such a report as the following from a Special Committee: 

To the M.\E.\ Grand Chapter of the Stale of Iowa:— 

Tour special committee, to whom were referred the reports of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence for the years 1872 and 1873, respectfully report that we 
have examined said reports with care, and that we find in them many things that we 
cannot approve, and not a few, especially in that for the year 1872, which we can 
but condemn. 

Tour committee see with regret that in both the said reports our companion, 
whose ability marked him as worthy the honorable position of Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, has allowed a natural and laudable desire to make his report read* 
able to seduce him into the occasional use of language as unworthy of his talent and 
scholarly attainments, as of the dignity of the Grand Chapter. 

Tour committee are especially pained to find in report of 1872, several expres- 
sions which are apparently intended as aspersions upon the motives and honor of a 
companion in this Grand Chapter, whom the Masons of Iowa and elsewhere delight 
to honor, and whose whole life sheds lustre upon the " Royal Craft.” 

Tour committee take pleasure in calling the attention of the Grand Chapter to 
the closing paragraph of tne report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence for 
1873, and the truly manly and masonic spirit therein manifested constrains us to be- 
lieve that the companion will gladly concur in the following resolutions, the adop- 
tion of which we recommend : 

j R esolved, That we emphatically disapprove of any and all expressions of our 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, published in the report of said committee, 
in disparagement or the character and motives of a companion and member of this 
Grand Chapter. 

Resoloed , That in future no Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
shall be published until the Bamc snail have been read and approved in open Grand 
Chapter, or by a committee of at least three companions appointed for that purpose. 

The if.*. E.\ Robert F. Bower was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E .* 
William B. Lanqridge was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Muscatine. 

KANSAS. 

The ninth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Kansas was held in the 
city of Lawrence, on the fourteenth day of October, 1873— the if.*. E.\ Edwin D. 
Hillyer, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E\ John H. Brown being Grand 
Secretary pro tem. The number of pro terns among the Grand Officers at the open 
ing of the Grand Chapter, strikes us as somewhat remarkable— nine out of the fifteen 
occupying that position. The Grand High Priest appointed a Committee on Cre- 
dentials— probably to ascertain who were not there— and'called off until afternoon ; 
when, tipon re-assembling, the pro terns had decreased to five, and the Committee on 
Credentials reported the representatives of seventeen chartered Chapters present. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an interesting and scholarly address, from which 
we extract the following as a specimen brick : 


*We have received a letter of explanation from Comp. Taylor which is perfectly satisfac- 
tory, and we regret that It did not come to hand before our report was In print, as we should 
then have made no allusion to the subject. 
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Masonic virtue is practical, not formal ; it welcomes as its assistants whatever 
extends the power and promotes the happiness of humanity. If it docs not direct 
our conduct and inspire our lives, we are false to our obligations, and hypocrites in 
the sanctuary ; to be real it must not only manifest itself in words, it must also 
inspire the heart. 

superstition insists that morality and virtue are inseparable from dogmatic faith ; 
but this association of dogma and zeal invariably culminates in such scenes as were 

£ resented in the Crusades, the massacre of St Bartholomew, and the martyrdom of 
Cicaud Servetus. 

Masonry, on the contrary, recognizes and hooors virtue wherever found, and 
knowledge by whomsoever taught. The golden rule of Confucius, the sublime devo- 
tion to Mahommed, and the all-pervading “ Peace on earth and good will to man” of 
m the Christian revelation, each contribute their quota to the enlightment and civili- 

zation of the race. 

Greek literature and art contributed largely to redeem Europe from the barbarism 
of the 44 Middle Ages/’ and Saracen science is the foundation upon which the scien- 
tific structure of to-day was erected ; non creed nor race, can claim the sole credit of 
the proud civilization of the nineteenth century ; to assert the contrary is ignorance 
and illiberality. 

The spirit which prompted the inquiry : “ Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth,” should be deprecated by Royal Arch Masons. 

I am aware that these opinions are calculated to offend prejudices and provoke 
unamiable criticism ; that they are different from the usual orthodox sentiments and 
conventional phraseology of Annual Masonic Addresses. But these opinions are 
held and advocated by the leading minds of the day, men who are pioneers on the 
pathway of knowledge ; and will command public attention and popular recognition- 
for their importance, despite contemptuous indifference or angry denunciation. 
Royal Arch Masons, therefore, must wrestle boldly with this angel of progress. The 
contest cannot be avoided, and the result will be either a blessing or a bane to the 
\ Order. 

He had issued four dispensations to form new Chapters, which he states had all been 
instituted, and were working prosperously. His views with reference to special die' 
pensations are eminently sound. He says : 

I issued but few dispensations under the resolution of the Grand Chapter concern- 
ing substitutes. I am emphatically of the opinion that the power to grant a dispen- 
sation permitting any Masonic act which the written or unwritten laws of Masonry 
otherwise forbid, should be used with caution. It is an extraordinary power, and 
should be exercised only upon extraordinary occasions, and invariably when the 
good of the Order required the indulgence, and not individual convenience. 

At the last Annual Convocation the question of recognition of the Grand Chapter 
of West Virginia was referred to a special committee, who reported as follows: 

Tour special committee, appointed at the last Annual Convocation to take into 
consideration the question of recognizing the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, re- 
spectfully report that we have carefhlly considered the subject in all its bearings, 
, and, while we would not willingly do anything which would in the least tend to 

sever the friendly relations which should everywhere exist among the Royal Craft, 
we are in this case compelled, by the respect we owe the General Grand Chapter, 
to dissent from the views expressed by our esteemed companions of West Virginia in 
the organization of a Grand Chapter. In their present attitude we can not consist- 
ently welcome them into the great family of Grand Chapters. We therefore offer the 
following : 

Resolved , That this Grand Chapter hails with pleasure the apparent increasing 
prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry in West Virginia, and that we will most cordially 
extend to their newly organized Grand Chapter a hearty welcome among the family 
of Grand Chapters, whenever they shall place themselves under the fostering care of 
the General Grand Chapter, or whenever they shall have been duly recognized by 
that Grand Body. 

This gave rise to considerable discussion, when, after the suggestion of sundry 
amendments, the following was offered and adopted : 

Resolved , That we will not recognize the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, 
because it refuses to acknowledge the authority of the General Grand Chapter. 

The comparison between these resolutions causes oar facial muscles to relax. 
The difference in the mode of expression between the two reminds us of Biddy’s 
appeal to her lover, who, on one occasion, had extended his evening visit beyond 
what she deemed to be the bounds of propriety; the poor girl, fearing every moment 
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the appearance of an irate mother, said to the enamored swain, “ Sure it’s late, Bar* 
ney, darlin, plaze lave me alone ; ” when snre enough, the old woman pnt in an ap- 
pearance and somewhat energetically whispered, 14 Barney, ye divil, git out o’ my 
house.” Now there was really no difference in the meaning of the two expressions. 
Biddy wanted Barney to go, so did the old woman ; bat one expressed herself in 
tender and affectionate language, the other— well, the other didn’t. 

Bo with these resolutions ; they are identical in meaning, yet the first is clothed 
in temperate, courteous and fraternal language ; while the other is slightly sug- 
gestive of the old woman. 

Now we may lay ourself open to the charge of ignorance ; but, we did not know 
that the Qrand Chapter of West Virginia had refuted to acknowledge the authority 
of the General Grand Chapter. We knew that they had been advised to do so ; but 
we were not aware that they had taken any definite action in the premises. We 
have received no proceedings from there since those which heralded their organiza- 
tion, and we have not noticed, in the proceedings of our sister jurisdictions, any men- 
tion of suoh action on their part, until we took up those of Kansas. When we know 
more of the matter we shall probably feel competent to speak upon it, but with the 
lights before us we prefer to say no more at present 

Upon the question of substitutes, the following action was taken : 

Whxbbas, The General Grand Chapter of the United States at its last Triennial 
Convocation, held in the city of Baltimore, after a full and thorough discussion of 
the subject matter, adopted the following resolutions by an almost unanimous vote, 
viz.: 

“ Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter decides that the use of substitutes is 
not a violation of the Ritual of Royal Arch Masonry, or the Installation Charges de- 
livered to a High Priest, and that substitutes may be authorized by Grand Chapters 
working under this jurisdiction. 

" Resolved , That while such is the interpretation of the Ritual and Installation 
Charges by this Grand Body, Chapters are fraternally and earnestly urged to use 
fall classes of actual candidates, except in cases of emergency, for the best interests 
of Royal Arch Masonry ; ” Therefore: 

Resolved, That the Standing Regulations adopted by this Grand Chapter in 1869 
and in 1872, on the subject of substitutes, be and are hereby repealed. 

Resolved , That the use of substitutes is hereby authorized by this Grand Chapter; 
at the same time the Chapters are fraternally ana earnestly urged to use fall classes 
of actual candidates except in cases of emergency, for the best interests of Royal 
Arch Masonry. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the ready pen of the Grand Secretary, 
Comp. E. T. Carr. Thirty-one Chapters pass the ordeal of his criticism, and Cali- 
fornia for 1873 is courteously noticed. Comp. Care says : 14 The question of West 
Virginia was not raised, although the Committee on Correspondence report in favor 
of recognizing them.” The simple faot is, that the question was not raised, because 
the Grand Secretary, with the multiplicity of business upon his hands caused by the 
assembling of three Grand Bodies in one week, all of which claim his attention as 
Recording officer, forgot all about it, and the matter escaped the attention of other 
companions. 

With reference to our notice ef Kansas last year, he Bays : ** Our Report is com 
plimented as able, Ac ; but we would like to hear from the companions on one or 
two pointB in it, say West Virginia for one. Here I think we would disagree.” Pos- 
sibly : the companion jumps at a conclusion, but we think it very probable that we 
might disagree upon this point 

We have not the Proceedings of Kansas for 1872 before us as we write, and we 
are therefore unable to refer to the remarks of Comp. Carr on the subject of 
West Virginia in his report of that year ; but, until we are cognizant of some act on 
the part of that Grand Chapter, disavowing allegiance to the General Grand Chapter, 
we are not going to take up the cudgels against them. We took occasion, in our re- 
port of last year, to deprecate the remarks made by the Grand High Priest of Vir- 
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ginia, and to express the hope that the new Grand Chapter would disregard them. 
The fact ^iat they were advised to steer clear of the General Grand Chapter, does 
not prove that they will do so ; and, .as to the best of onr knowledge, they have taken 
no action, and the Geoeral Grand Chapter has not been in session since their organi- 
zation, how do we know that they intend to refnse allegiance to that angnst Body? 

With reference to their assumption of jurisdiction over the Council degrees, none 
will object more strongly to such action than ourself ; but we do not consider that a 
sufficient reason for refusing them recognition. The Royal and Select Masters made 
by them would not be recognized in California, probably not in Kansas, and we think 
if the different Grand Counoils will assert their rights, and refuse recognition to any 
Royal and Select Master not made in a legally constituted Council, this evil will 
soon work itself out. 

Comp. Cabb writes an interesting and instructive report, and there are many 
things in it we would like to notice, but there must be an end to everything, even 
to Reports on Correspondence. We will notice but one thing more before bidding 
good-night to Kansas. 

In his notice of New Jersey, Comp. Cabb says : “The Report on Correspondence 
was prepayed by Comp. Thomas J. Carson,” &c. 

We are inclined to the belief that Comp. Carr will “ catch it” for that; Carson 
and Corson are two very different individuals ; Carson believes in one-legged Ma* 
sonry, while Corson insists on going the entire swine. Not long since Corson set 
his machine to work and groand out a very elaborate poem on Carson and his crip- 
ples ; perhaps Comp. Cabb may remember it. Corson is tender on that point ; don’t 
call him Carson, or his back goes up like a male feline at bay. 

There are twenty-five Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate member- 
ship of 926. The Mr.E.\ John M. Price was eleoted Grand High Priest, and the B.\ 
E \ Erasmus T. Carr was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: Leavenworth. 

KENTUCKY. 

The pamphlet containing the transactions of this Grand Chapter is a handsome 
one of some two hundred pages, prefaced by a fine engraving of the Widows’ and 
Orphans’ Home at Louisville, as it will appear when completed. The structure as 
projected is an imposing one, and does credit to the heads and hearts of those who 
devised it Let us hope that the cap-stone may soon be laid, that the widow and 
fatherless may avail themselves of the practical benefits of so noble a charity. 

The fifty-eighth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Louisville, commenc- 
ing on the twentieth day of October, 1873,— the M.\ E.\ William Rtan, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the 12. \ E.\ J. M. S. Me Cork lk being Grand Secretary. Five Past 
Grand High Priests honored the Convocation with their presence, and Representa- 
tives from eighty-two chartered Chapters, and one under dispensation, were present 
at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest in his address says : 

The past twelve months, whilst not distinguished by any very signal advance of 
Royal Arch Masonry in our midst, have, in a great measure, been a period not of ret- 
rogression, but of stead v and healthful growth in our companionship, and we can 
not be too grateful to Him, to whom every Mason looks as the source of all things 
for the manifold mercies He has vouchsafed to us, and for permitting us to again 
assemble here in this Grand Body, as the representatives of our beloved Fraternity. 

He states that he had visited but few of the subordinate Chapters, though urg- 
ently invited by some to visit them, and for cause showeth that, in consequence of a 
lack of uniformity in the work, it would be extremely unsatisfactory to him to do so. 
He urgently calls upon the Grand Chapter to remedy this evil, and very justly says 
that such a state of things should exist no longer. Only one dispensation was 
granted or applied for, during his term of office, and that was to organise a new 
Chapter. This for a jurisdiction having upon its registry one hundred and five Chap” 
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ters, and three thousand eight hundred and eighty-five Royal Arch Masons, is some- 
thing wonderful. Usually the addresses of Grand High Priests are burdened with 
the recital of special dispensations, issued for every imaginable purpose. We shall 
be glad when the day of special dispensations has passed into history. He presented 
his credentials as Representative of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, and recom- 
mends the Grand Chapter to recognize the system and authorize the Grand High 
Priest to appoiut representatives near other Grand Chapters. This portion of the 
address was referred to a committee of three, but we cannot find that they made 
any report upon the subject. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. H. A. M. Hen- 
derson, and is a paper which well repays the perusal. We took up Kentucky at a 
late hour, when, weary with toil, we had laid aside the pen and sought to recuper- 
ate our flagging energies by the stimulating influences of a fragrant Havana, and 
thought we would just glance at the Report on Correspondence previous to retiring. 
We commenced reading ; we finished our cigar and lighted another ; we kept on 
reading until we had finished the report, when the beams of the rising snn, paling 
the gaslight, reminded us that a few hoar’s sleep would be in order before commenc* 
ing the active duties of the day. Comp. Henderson wields a trenchant, yet courte- 
ous pen. His report fairly sparkles with wit and humor, and he does not hesitate to 
speak right out in meeting, and frankly expresses his views upon all questions affect- 
ing the interests of the Royal Craft. He reviews carefully and thoroughly the trans- 
actions of twenty-six Graud Chapters, and California for 1873 receives an extended 
and most courteous notice at his hands. He quotes largely from our report of that 
year, and appears to agree with us fully in the views therein expressed. His views 
with reference to the distinction between Masonry and Religion are so thoroughly 
Bound that we give them entire. He quoteB the following from our notice of Kansas : 

“ If Comp. Hillykb, in claiming for Masonry the honor of having done more to 
make men wise and good, than any other institution, means simple secular institu- 
tions, we are prepared to agree with him ; if, however, he means to place Masonry 
above the divine institution of the church, we take issue with him at once ; and we 
do not hesitate to Bay that those who, in their blind zeal enunciate such doctrines, 
work far greater mischief to Masonry than they can ever hope to repair.” 

Upon which he comments as follows : 

We thoroughly agree with Comp. Wiggin. Masonry is suffering from nothing 
more, this day, than the intemperate ardor of its inconsiderate advocates. The 
Church of God is an institution too holy to be brought into comparison with anything 
clearly earth-born. Whatever there is good in Masonry has for its progenitor the 
Church of God. All our moral principles are, professedly, based upon the Divine 
oracles. We ask no higher honor than to be greeted with the approving smile of 
God's Church, and a seat upon her footstool. 

There are a class of Christians who affirm that every organized effort for the pro- 
motion of benevolence should be included within the corporate limits of the Church, 
and that therefore, all societies are not only useless, but are guilty of usurping the 
prerogatives of the Church. There are, on the other hand, a certain class of Masons, 
who allege that Masonry is adequate to- meet all the demands of man’s religions 
nature, to institute harmony between the soul and its God, and to establish the con- 
ditions of immortal salvation. Now we unhesitatingly enter our protest against the 
views of both. Being at once a member of the Christian Church and of the Masonic 
institution, being ardently attached to each, in their relative importance to human 
life and destiny, we think we arc in a position to estimate without partiality the real 
worth of each, and to find the happy mean between the two extreme views we have 
epitomized. What is the Church r “ The visible Church of Christ is a congregation 
of faithful men and women in which the pure word of God is preached, and the sac- 
raments duly administered, according to Christ’s ordinance, in all things that of neces- 
sity aie requisite to the same.” The invisible Church may be defined to be consti- 
tuted of all those who are vitally united in ChriBt, as members of the body to the 
head. Taken in either view, it is a society bound to observe the laws of Christ. It 
is a fundamental duty that all who believe in Christ should be initiated into his Church 
by baptism, and that all those thus inducted into the society should frequently par- 
take of the Lord’s Sapper, to the end of testifying continued fealty to Jesus Christ, 
and faith in that great and distinguishing doctrine of his religion, the redemption of 
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the world by the sacrificial effusion of his blood, both of which assume union with 
his Church. The Church is of Divine origin. It proposes to Bave men from their 
depravity by giving them a new heart, to rob death of its sting by taking away sin, 
and to imparadize souls in Heaven by making them “ meet for an inheritance with the 
saints in light.” 

Now, What is Masonry? It is a system of moral truth preserved in and expressed 
by symbols and allegorical representations. It claims no Divine institution ; its 
highest claim to antiquity rests upon a Trade Union of the Craftsmen engaged in the 
erection of King Solomon’s Temple. It proposes only to make better men for the 
life that now is, by inculcating the temporal moralities. It has no sacrifice upon its 
altars — either Jewish or Christian. 

It has no atonement for sin : 

“ No bleeding bird, nor bleeding beast, 

Nor hyssop branch, nor sprinkling priest,” 

—nor has it Jesus and him crucified. 

If any system of morality could save a man, then the gift of God’s only begotten 
and dearly beloved Son to die for human salvation was a work of supererogation 
upon the part of God, and a cruelty as unpardonable as it was unnecessary. The Sin- 
aitic revelation of the law was all that was required if a practice of those moralities 
— whose theatre of activity and of reward is time— is all that God requires of man. 
If the view is correct that salvation hinges on faith in Christ, can any enlightened 
Mason claim that our Order is a saving institution? It requires an absolute repudia- 
tion of belief in Jesus Christ for anyone to say so. The New Testament says: 
“ There is fno other name given under heaven, among men,” whereby we can be 
saved than the name of Jesus Christ. It says : “If any man love not the Lord Jesus 
Christ let him be anathema, maranatha : ” i. e. — let him be accursed . 

Who so profane then as to say that tne name of Solomon, or Hiram, or the Saints 
John has any healing power? Or that the practice of the Masonic virtues alone will 
substitute faith in thelworld’s Redeemer, and secure Heaven by another plan than that 
devised by Infinite Wisdom ? The Master himself said : “ He that entereth not by the 
door into the sheepfold but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a 
robber. Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.” 

Immense damage is done to Masonry by its Craftsmen claiming too much for its 
principles. Indiscreet Masons have been the cause of that wide-spread and growing 
opposition in some branches of the Christian church to our order. They have 
claimed and frequently repeated in an oracular manner, “ that if a man would live 
up to Masonry he would be saved ; ” they have exhibited a fanatical preference for 
the Lodge room by turning aside from religious services to attend tne former. A 
Church member cannot inflict a great damage on Masonry than on the night of his 
prayer meeting, or while publio services are being held in his church, to turn aside 
from these things, having the highest claim upon his attention, to go to a Lodge meeting, 
having a lower claim upon his attendance. Eagle-eyed church members (not Masons) 
say : “ Brother A. B. prefers his Lodge to his church.” They, therefore, having the 
view that the church should command the first and most fervid zeal of men, be- 
come prejudiced against Masonry. Other church members who are Masous, but who 
believe that when the necessity for discrimination arises between Masonry and the 
church, that the judgment and the conduct should always be governed by the supe- 
rior claims of the latter, seeiug the effect upon Brother A. B., conclude that there is a 
tendency in the Order to draw men off from religion, and they dimit and become 
lukeworm. Thus Masonry is damaged in the eyes of two classes of men, whose 
good opinions might be conserved by a consistent devotion of Masons to the church, 
and a constant recognition of its superiority over Freemasonry. Suppose the Crafts- 
men who built King Solomon’s Temple should have been so elated with the grandeur 
of the structure they had erected, as to claim that they too had piled up the Masonry 
of the Everlasting Hills, and arched the dome of the skies, frescoed it with cerulean 
hues and fretted it with stars ; would not the disgust they would excite by such a 
preposterous claim have detracted from the admiration which the world was willing 
to give them for their real work? So let a Mason who belongs to a society origin- 
ated in time, by human wisdom, having only temporal moralities in its code, reaping 
only temporal rewards, claim that this system is constructively the same as that born 
in the councils of eternity, of the wisdom of a triune God, having relation to every- 
thing in time and eternity, and the assumption will be so absurd as to undermine 
confidence in that whicn, in its proper place, would readily have been regarded 
favorably and possibly embraced. 

But the class of church members referred to, in the beginning of this criticism, 
are also at fault. While religion is a circle that includes the smaller circle of moral- 
ity, morality, as such, is a circle that can be drawn outside of it. To state it in other 
terms, there may be morality without religion, there can be no religion without 
morality. Now, it is desirable to make men moral and fraternal. And this statement 
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does not abate the larger desirableness of making men religions. We suppose that 
it will be granted that it is possible to keep the decalogue without even believing in 
the Divine authority of the Christian religion. To say otherwise is to deny to the 
Jew, to whom the tables of stone were originally delivered, the possibility of corn- 
plying with the moral requirements opon them of the divine Lawgiver. Moral soci- 
eties may then be formed, and perform a most useful office to society in general. 
Christians, by entering into these societies, do not abridge their religion, but only 
extend their moral relations for the benefit of other men. The Church requires tem- 
perance in its members, and certainly it cannot object to men entering into organi- 
zations for the purpose of affording encouragement and countenance to men strug- 
gling to reclaim themselves from intemperance. The Church visits the widows and 
orphans in their affliction, and surely it cannot object to organizations formed, without 
its pale, to perform the same beneficent offices. And so we might refer to all the 
relations which we sustain to moralities and benefactions that concern the ameliora- 
tion of human misfortune, and the improvement of men in the practical virtues of the 
present life. The State endows charities and taxes all her people, Christian and 
Infidel, to sustain her eleemosynary institutions. Will Christians object because the 
State is something separate from the Church ? 

Would it not be much better for the Church, instead of building a wall, to exist 
out in the open air and foster into blossom every flower of the moral field? Many a 
man has taken his first step toward religion by joining some moral society. The 
drunkard reclaimed from his cups, through the agency of the Good Templars, is made 
to feel a returning manhood and his attention is directed thereby to the Church. He 
has been made a man in time ; he will make himself a saint in eternity. A man 
becomes a Mason ; ho is taught morality at every step of his progress ; he reforms 
his vices ; he feels the charms of fraternity and the luxury of doing good. Is he less 
apt to become a Christian by being thus brought nearer to the Church, than if left 
isolated in his relations to his fellows, bound by no self-assumed obligations, and 
centered only in his own insular egotism? We trow not. St. Paul himself belonged 
to some organization, outside of the Church, Acta xviii— 18, “having shorn his bead 
in Cenchrea : for he had a vow.’ 7 

The Church has societies outside of its literal constitution— such as Sabbath schools, 
tract and missionary societies. Persons may and do belong to any one of them, who 
make no profession of religion, and who are not members of theChuroh. 

We conceive then that the proper position for the Church member to assume is, 
that it is the duty of every Christian to foster every institution that has for its end 
the improvement of men in morality, .the union of men in brotherhoods, and the 
amelioration of human ills ; that the proper position for the Mason is to recognize the 
Church as a higher and holier organization than Masonry, and to seek to make the 
order the handmaid of religion, and the vestibule of the Church. 


In his notice of Kansas we find the following grains of gold. 

The fact that strength is not to be reckoned by number is insisted on. We endorse 
heartily all the companion Bays on the subject and append our own views. 

A large, undisciplined army sometimes establishes the conditions of certain defeat, 
when a smaller one, composed of trained and obedient soldiers, would have wrested 
triumph from the foe. Solid character, and not serried battalions, constitute Mosonio 
power. Numbers loosely gathered may enrich the treasury, but they impoverish the 
Chapter in the estimation of the good. 

Twelve enlightened Masons, illustrating the principles of the Fraternity in their 
daily walk and conversation, set forth a finer exhibition of Masonry than one hundred 
dould do, among whom there were but a dozen, who, if the Lodge or Chapter were 
winnowed of its chaff, would be found to be sound, golden grain. 

Masonic veterans are those who have often been tried and who have never disap- 
pointed the expectations of those who entered into trial with them. 

Masonry is not a universal brotherhood ; that is, it is not designed for every man. 
There must be fitness for Masonic honor. Masonry seeks to produce the conditions 
which will finally produce a universal brotherhood, but in order to obtain this ulti- 
mate end it must be scrupulously guarded against the introduction of unworthy 
members and indolent workmen. 

Drones may have their office in a hive, by providing the conditions for cultivating 
charity and benevolence among the busy bees, and this is the only possible end that 
a lazy and ignorant man can serve in the active work-shop of Freemasonry. 

We freely admit that there are bad men in, but this is only a reason why we 
should seek to get such out , and to prevent others from getting in to desecrate our 
tessellated carpet with their unhallowed feet. 

No one will contend that Judas was an ornament to the Apostolic College, or 
Arnold a grace to the staff of the American Army. We suppose that the sun would 
shine brighter if it were not for the spots upon its disc. 
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All good things have their spots, but this don’t prove that spots are desirable 
things. 

A little diamond, clear to its centre, and its points all shining with distingnishable 
light, is more valuable than a big diamond flawed and flameless. 

Let us have ten upright Masons, even though we have to bear with a denying 
Piter and a betraying Judas. Don’t let us All up with Judases who will betray us in 
the hour of our need. 

Because the sun of Masonry has its opaque spots, do not let us deliberately take 
a pot of lamp-black and make others. 

Our Order has passed through its fiery trials, but they were kindled from without 
and not within. 

Those fires were refining and served to remove the dross from the fine gold. It is 
not persecution, but the more imminent danger of prosperity we have to fear. 

Everywhere there is a revival of interest in our Institution. Our tables are cov- 
ered with applications. We are liable to be misled or to be lax in our scrutiny of 
those who seek admission. We are open to imposition not so much from cowan and 
eavesdroppers as from the introduction of unworthy members. 

Let us not be deluded into the fearful mistake or estimating our prosperity by the 
multitude who may desire to join us. Let us seek to correct the errors of those si* 
ready within the sanctuary, and to subjugate ourselves thoroughly to the sway of the 
noble principles of Brotherly Love, Faith, Hope, Charitv, Fortitude, Patience, Truth 
and Relief. Thus, like loadstones, our Lodges and Chapters will attract to their 
bosom all who are worthy of a place in the lofty line of Ancient Masonry. 

Again, we say, tee that the doors are tyled. 

In his notice of Massachusetts, he 14 goes for ” a brother clergyman, Comp. Dad 
hun, in the following pleasant style : 

Companion Dadmun presents a Report on Foreign Correspondence which does no 
discredit to the literary reputation of the “ Hub.” He expressess an ardent hope 
that Kentucky will reunite with the General Grand Chapter. In this we can say to 
the companion we are “ a union man.” 

The following question we are happy to be able to answer in the affirmative : 
44 Companion Henderson, were you ever in good old New England, the land of the 
Pilgrims?” Yes; we went to school up there three years, and havn’tgot over our 
love for brown bread, codfish and potatoes, baked beans, and broiled halibut yet, 
though Buch habits are not admired by our fellow Kentuckians. It was at the Revere 
HoQse where a Kentuckian unwittingly broke open a fish ball and exclaimed with 
supreme disgust, “ there’s something dead in these taters.” Yes, we have stood on 
Boston Common when it was trigged out in its holiday attire ; sailed down to Nahant 
when the harbor was filled with excursion yachts and steamers ; frowned at Fort 
Warren as it kept its grim watch over the sea-gate to the city ; climbed those stone 
stairs on Bunker Hill ; we have glided on the Lady of the Lake over the beautiful 
waters of Winnipisseogee, and taken trout in its patron brooks ; we have made the 
ascent of Mt. Washington, and caught haddock and a bad cold at the iBle of Shoals ; 
but a bluegrass pasture, flecked over with prancing steeds and herds of short-horns, 
can make a man forget New England and toe Pil-orim fathers. 

You talk about your water power ! Why we nave got at the Falls of the Ohio 
(Louisville) a hydraulic force that, if utilized and applied to the wheel-work of the 
universe, would produce such swift revolutions as would burn up the 44 Hub.” But 
you Yankees can beat us putting spindles in motion ; but 44 we are coming, Father 
Abraham.” 

Comp. Henderson asks if we have any relatives in Dover, New Hampshire ? To 
this we can only answer that we don’t know. We have been given to understand 
that the whole tribe came originally from New Hampshire, but we know of no near 
relatives residing there at present. We give the conclusion of Comp. Henderson’s 
report as a specimen of his Btyle, and to show that, although by profession a clergy, 
man, he is not of those who believe that religion should render her votaries a com. 
pany of sour-visaged cynics, but rather that it should make men happy, cheerful, 
genial and companionable : 

We have now answered all the letters we have received. If others have been 
sent, lav the blame on the treachery of the mails, or on our Grand Secretary. 

Night after night we have been poring over the pages submitted to our review, 
after having expended the day in exhaustive official duties. For whatever of dys- 
peptic humor our companions may find in our report, we hope they will set it down 
to our liver and not refer it to our heart We have tried to write in a good humor 
and a candid judgment, but it is quite possible that some will take our best natured 
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things as splenetic. We have seen men that couldn’t take a joke and heartily pitied 
their sensitiveness, and if we knew who our thin-skinned companions were, we would 
never throw a paper pellet at them, hot reserve onr wads for such pachydermata as 
Horner, Wiggins and Corson. As for ourselves we are willing to be impaled by the 
Japanese jugglers that will next year throw their knives at us. For that company of 
vinegar cruets who cut ther kittens’ tails off because they play with them we nave no 
word of apology. When we want to pickle Masonry we will send for them. We 
havn’t been writing a letter of condolence to those bereaved, but a cheerful hurry- 
graph to men whose blood has not yet congealed in their veinBand who are no mourn- 
ers at the tomb of buried hopes. 

We find a general desire expressed by the constituents of the General Grand 
Chapter that we should resume our relations to that Body. In many instances it 
amounts to an entreaty. When arguments have been presented to superinduce this 
action upon our part, they have seemed to us to be weighty and convincing. Where 
affection has uttered its wooing invitation it has been as sweet as the sound of the 
lute upon the waters. Viewed in no other light than as a triennial union for wider 
acquaintanceship and social good cheer, the proposed movement has claims upon our 
regards. Ab contributing to the unifying of diverse sections in a comity of good 
feeling, there is an element of patriotism in it which should not be overlooked and 
especially should not be despised. As the only feasible agency for the perfection of 
the American system — especially in securing uniformity in the Chapter work— it 
appeals to onr sense of doty and to our pride. We are not to judge the present by 
the past. Old things have passed away and all things have become new. The ques- 
tion of expense entailed is so tnfiing as hardly to be worthy of dignified mention. 
Tour committee having, at the last session, offered the resolution which proposed a 
resumption of our relations to the General Grand Chapter, have become more con- 
vinced than ever that the interests and affections of the Grand Chapter Bliouid alike 
prompt us to offer ourselves, through our representatives, for reunion at the next tri- 
ennial session. 

We would, also, recommend that the Grand High Priest be authorized to appoint 
representatives near those Grand Chapters which have honored ub with similar 
appointments, and that the Grand Secretary send annually to such a copy of our pro- 
ceedings. 

To our Companion Reporters we again bid a tender farewell .promising to make 
the amende honorable to any whom we may have unwittingly offended, begging for 
no clemency, but baring our back to that merciless throng who, with the knout of 
persecution, will lash us ; begging Horner to keep sober : wiggin not to be so funny 
as to cause Cottrill’b diaphragm to usurp the place of his mouth; O’Neil to see that 
his successor in Ohio leads hiB commentaries : Corson to have mercy on the muses; 
Patton to send us his report for 1872-3, and Dadxxjn to pray for us. 

To one and all— North, South, East and West— of the great family of Capitular 
Masonry, we truthfully say : 

•« Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee. 

Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 

Our Faith triumphant o’er our fears. 

Are all with thee— are all with thee.” 

Yours, by three times three, 

H. A. M. HENDERSON, Chairman. 

The report is a refresher, an oasis in the literary desert, and we forgive him for 
calling ns a Rhinoceros, and assure him that, as long as he does not class us with the 
Pachycephala, we shall find no fault ; we leave him to the tender mercies of Horner 
and Corson, who will doubtless make it warm for him in their next reports. 

The M.\ E.\ D. P. Robb was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ John M. 
8. McCorklb was re-eleoted Grand Secretary. Address: Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 

The Grand Chapter of Louisiana held its twenty-sixth Annual Convocation in the 
city of New Orleans, commencing on the eleventh day of February. 1873,— the Af.\ 
E.\ Miohkl Eloi Girard, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R. \ K\ J. C. Batch- 
elor being Grand Secretary. Fourteen subordinate Chapters were represented at 
the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his address, renders thanks to the Almighty Ruler for 
the many blessings which had been vouchsafed to the Royal Craft in that jurisdiction 
during the year. He says: 
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The sinister messenger. Death, has not, I believe, summoned any member of this 
Gaud Chapter from the scene of his labors among ns ; no mournful expression of grief 
from friends sorrowing for the loss of their companions check the demonstrations of 
grateful happiness which animate us at this annual re-union; and we should, first of 
all, improve the occasion to lift our hearts to the Author of so much good and happi- 
ness; show our appreciation of His favors by giving Him praise for such visible 
marks of his presence and assistance in our labors, and implore Him that he turn not 
from us the light of his countenance, but continue to us His presence, protection and 
blessing. 

He states that his official labors have not been arduous during the year, that he 
has not been called upon to settle many questions of jurisprudence, and has issued 
special dispensations, only for the purpose of holding elections after the constitu. 
tional limit. This he justly regards as an evidence of Masonic knowledge and intel- 
ligence on the part of those in authority, more general and extensive than has been 
usual. 

Two dispensations wcfe granted for the formation of new Chapters, and the spe- 
cimens of their work were pronounced good and true, and such as the overseers 
were entitled to receive, and as a reward for their zeal and fidelity, charters were 
granted them. He compliments the Grand officers upon the faithful manner In which 
they have discharged their duties, and of the Grand Lecturer, he says: 

Your Grand Lecturer has again performed his usual labors throughout the State, 
with credit to himself and much profit, I believe, to the Craft. May we not assign to 
these yearly visits of a Representative of the Grand Chapter, the kindling up of the 
flames of fervency and zeal that have brightened up the officers of the Chapters, and 
produced among them and their companions the noble emulation of who will best 
work, so unmistakably shown in the labors of the paBt year ? 

We have long been satisfied that nothing so greatly tends to create enthusiasm and 
healthy emulation among Masonic Bodies, of whatever grade, as frequent visits of 
Grand Officers. These visits Bhow to the subordinate Bodies that the parent organ!, 
zation has an interest in their prosperity, aud watches over their welfare with 
parental anxiety. The members seeing this to be the fact, are anxious to perfect 
themselves in the work. The visit of a Grand Officer is an epoch in their history, 
and each strives to do his level best to convince said official that his Lodge or Chap- 
ter, as the case may be, » the best working Body in the jurisdiction. 

We are of the opinion that each subordinate Body should be visited at least once 
a year by one or more Grand Officers ; and if the Grand High Priest, Deputy, King, 
or Scribe cannot perform this duty, then let the Grand Lecturer be paid a sufficient 
salary to enable him properly to attend to it, and the result will soon be made mani- 
fest in the increase of zeal, efficiency, and prosperity of the Craft. S 

With reference to the secrecy of the ballot, the Grand High Priest makes a most 
important suggestion, and one which, if adopted, would, we believe, be productive 
of great good. The suggestion is not a novel one, for the plan, we are pware, has 
been adopted with good results, in several jurisdictions. 

As we deem this to be a matter of importance and of general interest to the 
Craft, we give the remarks of the Grand High Priest relative thereto in full. He 
says: 

It is universally admitted that the secrecy of the ballot is the safest bnlwark of the 
Masonic Order; that it is the inherent right and the duty of every Mason to exercise 
his privilege of the ballot whenever an opinion should be expressed by that mode, 
and he cannot and should not directly or indirectly be questioned about it Yet, I 
believe that one of our general regulations contains a provision which sometimes 
militates against those vital principles, in requiring the members of Committees of 
Investigation on applications for Initiation or Affiliation, to make a written report of 
the result of their investigation. 

To illustrate this, let us suppose that one of the members of the committee report 
unfavorably on the application referred to his committee and a black-ball is cast ; 
the natural and irresistible inference is that he cast it, and the secrecy of that ballot 
is destroyed; the friends of the applicant cannot but suspect him as the one who put 
in that black-ball, hence may arise much bad feeling. This indeed has happened. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



341 


Proceedings of the 


[April 14, 


Suppose Again that, at some future time, the applicant who had been rejected 
and upon whose application one of the committee had reported unfavorably, should 
renew his application and be this time accepted; he in doe time becomes a member; 
he enquires about his first application, ana seeing the written report of the com- 
mittee, finds the unfavorable report of one them, and he cannot help suspecting very 
strongly that member of having black-balled him. This must give him cause to feel 
aggrieved. Is this not wrong and iu direct violation not only of secrecy of the ballot, 
bnt of all Masonic doctrines and teachings which direct us to avoid all that may tend 
to produce discord or want of harmony ? 

Formerly, there were no Committees of Investigation, or rather the whole body 
was constituted the Committee of Investigation ; each member was charged with the 
duty of making due inquiry as to the moral character and qualifications of the candi- 
date, in order that each should vote understanding^ upon the application, and no 
written or verbal report was required or looked for. I think it were better to return 
to that mode of action, which ensures an absolute certainity of preserving the secrecy 
of the ballot. Thus an application, when received, would stand referred to the 
whole Chapter for investigation, and it would be the duty of each and every member 
to make due inquiries and perform for himself the duties -of a special Investigating 
Committee, as if he were the only one charged with that most important duty. Doubt- 
less there would be at least three if not more, of the members who would consider it 
their duty to make due and proper inquiries, and if there was a Chapter in which 
there could not be found three members who would feel enough of Masonic spirit to per- 
form that duty properlv, the sooner that Chapter would cease its labors, the better 
it would be for the Order, for it would not be composed of such men as should con- 
stitute a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons ; all know that if a Mason or a number of Ma- 
sons will not do the work of the chapter cheerfully, whatever it may be, when it Is 
specially assigned to them to do, they must look upon it as a thankless task, and we 
cannot expect it to be done properly and Masouically. 

I believe that in many instances, the members of the Chapter relv solely upon 
the report of the special committee for their guide in casting their ballot ; and tf a 
committee has been remiss in the performance of their duty, and bad material is 
received, of course they would lay the blame solely upon this committee : but let the 
blame attach where it may, still the wrong has been done, and many have cast their 
ballots knowing nothing of him whom they were voting for, and having made no 
inquiry, have accepted the action and report of the committee as a finality. 

Is not this special committee an invention of modern Masonry engrafted upon the 
Craft from a desire to cast off on a few, say three only, the important duties and 
delicate responsibilities of a foil, complete and satisfactory inquiry into the antece- 
dents and fitness of an applicant, and absolve from that duty, considered perhaps a 
task, the large number of the members who Bhould all perform the duties and share 
the solidarity attached to their membership, and who, when they vote, should each 
act from their knowledge and upon his individual responsibility, so that the fault, 
when any bad material is received, may be laid where it properly belongs, to each 
and every member. 

By abolishing the special committee, specially the written report, and referring 
the matter to all the members, I feel confident that there would be at least thrte out 
of the whole number of the members who would attend cheerfully to the duty; the work 
would be folly as well if not better done than it is now; we would be sure that we do 
not break down, or at least impair one of our most efficient rules of action in the 
protection of the chapter and craft against the introduction of unworthy material; 
and also effectually protect the member in his inherent right of not being questioned 
directly of indirectly about the ballot he may have cast, by avoiding all possibility of 
its being known, or even suspected, how any one may have voted on an application. 

However, if you should be of opinion that the work is better done oy a small 
committee, then I would suggest that you make a change in the appointment of the 
committee, and the mode of making their report. The names or the committee 
should not be announced publicly by the High Priest: but having been selected by 
him, each member thereof might be notified (by the H. P. or Secretary,) privately of 
his appointment, without his being informed even who the others are; each would 
report to the High Priest alone, and he would make known to the chapter the facta 
reported and the result of the investigation of the committee ; thus, if any one of the 
committee should make an unfavorable report, and a black-ball was cast which 
might be imputed to him, none but the High Priest could entertain anv suspicion aa 
to who might have voted it. By this mode, which is in use in some or the Masonic 
bodies in Massachusetts and perhaps other 8tates, the action and report of the com- 
mittee as well as the ballot are as nearly secret as they can be made, whilst using 
the agency of a special committee to do the work that it would be more in accord- 
ance with ancient Masonic usage to have done by each and every member of the 
Body. I think this mode has a decided advantage from more guarded secrecy, in 
making the committee more free and independent in expressing the exact result 
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of their investigations without fear or probability of producing any bad feeling, 
or directing the wounded sensibilities of any of the friends of rejected candidates to 
any particular member of the Chapter. I think a change is needed, and any coarse 
that may tend to ensure peace and harmony, and at the same time maintain in its 
integrity and unabated force and power for good, an important landmark of the 
Order, instead of impairing it, is worthy of a trial. 

Comp. Joseph P. Horner, from the Committee on Correspondence, offered the 
following resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of Louisiana hereby recognizes the M,\ E.\ 
Grand Chapter of West Virginia, and extends to her the right hand of fellowship. 

Our youngest sister has now, we believe, been recognized and welcomed by a 
majority of the Grand Chapters of the United States. That she was not formally 
recognized by the Grand Chapter of California at its last Annual Convocation, was 
probably due to the negligence of the writer, who, having “ too many irons in the 
fire,” allowed some of them to burn ; but we promise to do so no more. 

We regret that the proceedings of her last Annual Convocation have not been 
forwarded to us, but that we may attribute to some of the many accidents which 
attend our good Uncle Samuel’s method of transportation. 

We certainly wish her continued peace and prosperity, and trust that our frater- 
nal correspondence may be continued, with pleasure and profit to both. 

Comp. Hornbr again gives us one of his excellent reports on Correspondence, 
and we are delighted to see that, while he has been raised to the highest rank in his 
Grand Chapter, he will still wield the quill reportorial. We could ill spare horn the 
ranks so genial and interesting a writer, even to bestow upon him the highest honors. 

He reviews in an able and courteous manner the transactions of thirty-six Grand 
Chapters, California for 1872 being among the number. He quotes the remarks of 
Comp. English in relation to the use of substitutes, and evidently agrees with him 
in condemning the practice, and, of the action of the Grand Chapter upon that ter- 
ribly vexed question, he Bays : “We would have wished the action had been more 
radical.” He quotes from our report of 1872, our comments upon the action of Gen- 
eral Grand High Priest Austin in restoring a Past Master who had been expelled, 
and says our argument seems to him to be conclusive on the subject. In fact, Comp. 
Horner appears to be a very sensible man. 

In his notice of Indiana, he quotes a remark by the Grand High Priest in refer- 
ence to himself, to the effect that some remark in a former report was unfraternal 
if not ungentlemanly,” and appears to feel badly about it. Why, bless you, my 
dear Hornbr, do n’t you know that the jolly parson who drives the quill for “Old 
Kentuck ” has classed you, Corson, and myself among the Pachydermata, and yet 
you squeal for a prick like that ? Read the raking that Taylor of Iowa gives your 
humble servant in his last report, and be comforted. The shots he fired at us would 
have pierced through and through a cuticle thinner than that of a rhinoceros, yet 
they fell from us as readily and harmlessly as water from a duck’s back. Let us 
keep up our reputation as Pachyderms , and allow those who shoot at us to rank 
among the Pachycephala . 

In his notice of Kentucky, he gets off the following : 

“ Under the head of New Jersey, he notices our appearance at the Annual Con- 
vocation of the Grand Chapter of 1871, and wonders now we could meet Corson 
“after those doggerel lines.” We wish he could have seen Corson and ourselves 
together, or, still better, have observed the warm affection with which we were greet- 
ed by the Corson household, and how all New Jersey turned out to do us honor as 
Corson's friend. We like Corson personally, and he is a good doctor, and we do not 
think that because he writes miserable Reports on Foreign Correspondence, and has 
a horrible machine with which he executes rhymes, we should be afraid to meet him. 
On the contrary, if Comp. Henderson will come down here in 1874 and put up with 
us, he will find Corson here, probably, before him, and will better appreciate the mu- 
tual understanding he and we have or each other’s characters, and how we are always 
cordial to each other unless the horrible subject of the mutual admiration society is 
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brought upon the tapis We rather like Corson ; indeed, we might say we are spe- 
cially fond of him ; and Goulet, of Missouri, has accused us of being in love with 
each other ; but that is not true. Those who are in love are blind to each other's 
faults ; while Corson and ourselves are terribly familiar with the faults of each other, 
and never hesitate to expose them to the admiring gaze of an astonished world ! We 
are not sure that Comp. Henderson does not like Corson a good deal himself, for he 
quotes the whole of the coronation scene ; but that, perhaps, is a matter of taste. 

A good deal could be said in answer to this argument, but the most may be con- 
tained in a few words. Grand Representatives can do no harm, and many cases may 
arise where they can do a great deal of good. Certainly a companion who appreci- 
ates the honor of being appointed to so responsible a post woula at least take good 
care that the proceedings of his own Grand Chapter should safely and promptly reach 
the Grand Chapter whose Representative he is. He would certainly fulfil his duty of 
defending the Grand Chapter which he represents should there be any need of it in 
his own Grand Chapter ; and beyond all this, the mere recognition of these Repre- 
sentatives constitutes one of the visible ties by whioh the Grand Chapters are bound 
together, and increases their unity of strength." 

We only regret that we have not time or space to gather more of the gems of this 
excellent report, but we have already exceeded our bounds. 

The Af.\ E. m . Joseph P. Horner was elected Grand High Priest, and the 22.*. K\ 
James C. Batchelor was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : New Orleans. 

MAINE. 

The Grand Chapter of Maine held its Annual Convocation in the city of Portland, 
commencing on Tuesday, May sixth, 1873,— the Jf.\ E.\ John W. Ballou, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the 22.*. E.\ Ira Beret being Grand Secretary. Every Grand 
Officer except one, the Grand Master of the Third Vail, (an officer unknown to this 
jurisdiction,) was present, and thirty-two out of the thirty-five subordinates were 
represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a brief but practical Address, entirely confined 
to the record of his official acts. He had granted four special dispensations to confer 
degrees in less time than the Constitution requires, and says : “ the circumstances 
were such as to render the dispensing power justifiable, if ever such license can be 
so deemed." 

The following decisions were referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who 
were given until the next Annual Convocation to oonsider them : 

1st. That no special meeting of a Chapter can be called without the knowledge 
and consent of the High PrieBt, provided he has not permanently removed from the 
jurisdiction ; this being, by the old landmarks, the prerogative of the High Priest. 

2d. That no competent election or business meeting can be had without there are 
present at least nine members of the Chapter holding said meeting. 

From the reports of the Deputy Gragd High Priest, Grand King, and Grand 
Scribe, we infer that the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in the u Old Pine Tree 
State ” is most healthy and encouraging. The Grand Treasurer reports the sum of 
$3909 61 in the Charity Fund of the Grand Chapter, which yields an annual income 
for charitable purposes of $342 94. 

The following resolution of respect and oondolence was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter condole with the Grand Chapter of Pennsyl 
vania upon the loss by death of Jr.\ E.\ Comp. John Wilson, Junior, their Qrand 
King and our Representative near that Grand Chapter ; and that a page in our pro- 
ceedings suitably inscribed be devoted to his memory. 

The Committee on Returns report the aggregate membership of the thirty-five 
subordinate Chapters as 3500 ; number of exaltations, 223. 

A per capita tax of ten cents was levied to meet the expenses of the Grand Chap- 
ter during the year. Representatives were received and accredited from the Grand 
Chapters of Illinois and Nova Scotia. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. Stephen J. Young, Past 
Grand High Priest. Truly the mantle of Comp. Drummond has fallen upon worthy 
shoulders. 
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We mourned when Comp. Dbummond announced his intention of laying down the 
“ gray goose quill ” to clothe himself in the dignity of his high Btation ; but we have 
read the report of Comp. Young, and verily we are comforted. He makes his bow 
with the following modest exordium : 

The Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence would gladly begin 
his duties with an apology for presuming to undertake the labor which Comp. 
Dbummond has so long performed with marked ability and to the very general accept- 
ance of the craft The elevation of the former Chairman to the highest position in the 
gift of the Royal Arch Masons of this country, is an endorsement of his masonio 
ability which must be very gratifying to him, but cannot prove otherwise than em- 
barrassing to his humble successor. We expect to distinguish ourselves rather by 
temerity in accepting the position, than by ability in fulfilling its duties. “An two 
men ride of a horse, one must ride behind,” says Dogberry. 

We do not hope to fid Comp. Drummond's place, but we intend 44 to rattle around 
in it a little while,” as Dr. Holmes said of himself on a similar occasion. 

He then proceeds to give us one of the most scholarly, comprehensive, and read- 
able reports it has been our pleasure to peruse for many a day. He reviews tbe trans- 
actions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, and mourns because he could get no more. Cal- 
ifornia for 1872 and 1873, receives courteous notice at his hands. He quotes our 
little squib relative to the Grand Officers being required to give bonds for the safe 
keeping and return of their clothing, and rises to explain, as follows : 

As this proposition has given rise to much remark, it may be well to explain once 
for all, just how much was meant by it. It seems to be understood that a bond neces- 
sarily implies bondsmen, but such is not really the case, and the intention of the G. 
H. Priest was not to require any Buch document. His recommendation was based 
upon the rules of the Grand Lodge of Maine in such circumstances, where the recip- 
ient is required to give a written promise to return all such clothing uninjured at the 
expiration of his term of office, or pay a sufficient sum to replace it. 

This has never been construed as contrary to masonic principles in thiB jurisdic- 
tion, and conveys no imputation upon the honesty of the parties concerned. 

Even if it had been intended to require bondsmen, it would not have been so tre- 
mendous an absurdity as some have considered it. 

The Grand Chapter of California, in common with many other Grand Chapters, 
requires a bond from its Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary ; and late develop- 
ments would seem to have justified its precaution in this respect. 

The last shot strikes us 44 between wind and water,” and we haven't a word to 
say. Under the head of Connecticut he says : 11 Comp. Lockwood takes occasion to 
laugh at the idea of official bondB for the return of Grand Chapter property. This 
comes with poor grace from a reporter whose Grand Chapter pays twenty-five dol- 
lars per annum for prayers, and has two standing regulations on the subject of intox- 
icating liquors.” 

Rough on Lockwood ; perhaps, however, if the 44 standing regulations ” were 
strictly enforced, the Grand Chapter of Connecticut might save something in the 
matter of prayers. 

Under the head of Iowa he thus mildly expresses his opinion of their late amiable 
reporter : 

Comp. Taylor presented the Report on Foreign Correspondence, reviewing pro- 
ceedings of thirty-three Grand Chapters. 

We hardly know how to speak of the report itself. Comp. Taylor speakB so 
kindly of Maine, that it seems ungracious to find any fault with him ; but we must 
confess that his Btyle of writing is so peculiar and withal so objectionable, that we 
cannot possibly commend it. 

The report would doubtless furnish many good ideas, if they were only translated 
into presentable English. 

Comp. Taylor resents praise or encouragement, as the following extract shows : 

44 It is really amusing to see how carefully some of our brother reporters take os 
into their lap, chuck us under the chin, and advise us to have courage— tell us we will 
* learn,' Ac., in time. Once for all, let us say, we have 4 shoved the quill ' for over 
twenty years, and think, perhaps, we know something of the 4 biz.' ” 

Perhaps he will be better pleased with our adverse criticism. 

Not a bit of it, Comp. Young ; and we deem it fortunate for you that Taylor has 
retired from the 44 Ms,” otherwise he would prove to yoa that the pen is mightier than 
a whole arsenal of swords, as a scarifier. 
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In his notice of Massachusetts he has the following relative to the change made 
by the General Grand Chapter in the G. 0. W. We give his remarks in fall, as they 
are exceedingly interesting and instructive to those who are calling for 44 more light.” 

The subject of the Tetragrammaton and the action of the General Grand Chapter 
thereupon was referred to the Grand Council, who made a long and able report at the 
Quarterly Convocation, Sept. 10, 1872. 

They give the following letter from Comp. J. P. Bland, Grand Chaplain, which we 
copy in fall on account of its extreme importance to all those who wish to look at the 
authorities upon this question : 

44 Cambridge, Sept 4, 1872, 

44 To the Mr. Er. Alfred V. Chapman , G. H. P. of the G. R. A. C. of Mass.: 

44 Dbar Companion Chapman The general questions you were pleased to submit 
to me concerning the exact meaning and signification of the words Jah, or Jehovah, 
Bel, or Baal, an On, together with the more special questions as to whether Baal was 
formerly used to designate Satan, and On was simply and solely the name of an Egyp- 
tian city ; assisted, and in conjunction with my friend, the Rev. E. J. Young, pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and oriental languages in Harvard University, I have carefully 
examined and considered, and would beg to submit the following as the result of our 
joint investigations. Quotations given from languages other than the English, I have 
translated, in most cases, omitting the original. 

* Concerning the signification of Jah, or Jehovah, * there can be no difference 

of opinion. It was the name of the Supreme Diety among the Hebrews ; it is derived 
from the verb . . . meaning to be; and referred to God as the eternal immutable. 3ee 
Gesknius, Schknkbl, Cabsbl, Winer, Herzog, Delitoch, Kitto, Davidson, Smith. 

44 The meaning of Bel, or Baal, is equally unquestionable. The name is derived 

from the Hebrew verb (baal) , which means to be lord or master over anything. 

It was the name of a tutelary god of the Phenicians, Tyrians and Hebrews of Samaria. 
See Gesenius, Winer, Schenkel, Buxtorf, Kitto, or any standard authority or com- 
mon encyclopedia. It would be easv to quote authorities and give extracts ad tfpfni- 
tum on this point, but I will cite only three, from works in our own language, easily 
accessible to all. 

44 Gesenius’ Hebrew and English Lexicon, p. 146, says: 4 Baal, i. e. the Lord . . . 
(by pre-eminence), as the name of a chief domestic and tutelary god of the Phenicians, 
and particularly of the Tyrians : worshipped also by the Hebrews, especially of 
Samaria, with great pomp, along with Astarte.' 

44 Smith's Dictionary of the Bible, edited by Hackett k Abbott, vol. 1, p. 206, 
says : 4 Baal, the supreme male divinity of the rhenician and Can&anitish nations, as 
Ashtaroth was their supreme female deity. 1 

“New American Encyclopedia, vol. 2, p. 436, article 4 Baal,’ says: This word 
(Baal) is of Phenician origin, and signifies lord or ruler, and was used to designate 
the Bupreme deity by the Phenicians and the Chaldeans, and most of the oriental 
nations, of the time of the Exodus.’ 

44 That Baal and Bel are synonymous — Bel being the Chaldaic form and the Babylo- 
nian name of the God Baal — may be seen by reference to Gesenius, Furst, Buxtorf, 
and others. 

44 Baal or Bel, then, is recognized by all our oriental scholars as being the name 
under which many of the early nations worshipped God, or a god ; and the statement 
reported to have been made at the last meeting of the General Grand Chapter, that 
it was the name of the devil, has, apparently, not the slightest foundation; in fact, is 
not alluded to in so far as I can ascertain by any authority whatever ; certainly in no 
standard authority of the present day. 

44 On or was both the name of an Egyptian city and the Coptic name for 

light, or the sun. As the name of an Egyptian city, it was called by the Hebrews, 
Bethshemesh, or 4 house of the sun.’ By the Greeks, Heliopolis, or 4 city of the sun.’ 
By the Arabs, Ainshems, or 'fountain of the sun ; ' and it was celebrated for the wor- 
ship and temple of the sun, one of the gods of the Egyptians. ” 

The primitive meaning of On, however, was sun, or light, and under the name On, 
the ancient Egyptians worhipped God. To the fact that On meant the sun or light, 
we have the testimonies of Cybill (Bishop of Alexandria), Jablonski.ChampoiJLion, 
August Knobel, Gesenius, Ritter, Winer, Herzog, Hamburger, Kitto, and manv 
others. In proof of this, I will give a few, from many references that I have collected , 
principally from English and German authorities. 

44 Gesenius, in his Thesaurus, p. 52, says : 4 — (On.) Gen. 41 ; 50, 41, . . 45, 
46 : 20. A proper name of an ancient Egyptian Citv, Ezek. 30, 17, called by the 
Hebrews 4 house of the sun,’ Jeremiah 43: 13; by tne Greeks Heliopolis, by the 


•The Hebrew and Greek characters are necessarily omitted. 
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Arabs * fountain of the son.’ In Coptic books it is constantly called (see Exo- 

dus 1 : 11: Ezek. 30. 17, Gen. 41 : 45,) and On, without scarcely any doubt, signified 
in the old language, light, especially the sun.’ 

Dr. Freid I'uch. Com. on Genesis, p. 448, 1871, quoting Cyrill of Alex, says: 

" Cyrill on Hosea, p. 145 ” says: “ (sc ) (On, which 

is according to them, i. e. the Egyptians, the bud), which is confirmed by the Coptic 
0 E I N, light, sunlight, in Jablonski Panth. I. p. 137 ; Ap. I., p. 185 ; Champollion, 
C’ Eg. Phar. Il.,p. 41 ; in Hieroglyphic Champ. jEgypt, p. 79. 

“Dr. G. B. Winer, Biblisches Real-Worterbucn, 1, 175, says: ‘In Egyptian, On 
means light, sun.’ 

“ Kitto, Cyclopaedia of Biblical Literature, vol. 3, p. 365, says : ‘ On is a Coptic 
and ancient Egyptian word, signifying light and the sun.’ 

“ Lastly Herzoo, in his Real Encyclopaedia, X., 610, says : 1 This worship (of On) 
was, without doubt, the most spiritual of all the Egyptian worship ; this priesthood 
was, without doubt, not only the most influential in the State, but also the most fitted 
to draw a worshipper of Jehovah into its circle ; ’ 1 since On was the city of the tem- 
ple of the sun, and On, in Coptic and old Egyptian, means sunlight. 

“ In conclusion, permit me to say that I have examined these questions, not as a 
Mason but as a scholar. The authorities to whom I have referred are scholars who 
are masonically unknown, and whose opinions on these and similar questions are of 
the very highest authority, and their opinions on the questions submitted by you to 
me f&r examination are, 

“ First , That Jah or Jehovah was the name by which the Hebrews knew the 
Supreme Deity, and signified the eternal, the immutablp. 

“ Second , That Bel, Baal, was worshipped both as the Supreme God, and aB a god 
by many of the early nations, such as the Phenicians, Tyrians, Babylonians and 
Hebrews ; and there is no evidence to show that it was ever applied to Satan. 

“ Third , On was the name both of an Egyptian city, celebrated for its temple 
and worship of the sun, and also of the Bun and light itself ; and by that name God 
was anciently worshipped. 

“ Most Bincerely and fraternally yours, 

“JOHN P. BLAND, B. D., 

“ Grand Chaplain .” 

In consequence of the report, which is in entire conformity with the results 
reached by Comp. Bland, the Grand Chapter adopted the following recommenda- 
tion : 

“ We therefore recommend that this Grand Chapter continue to instruct in the 
ritual in the future, as it has in the past, believing that the interests of Royal 
Arch Masonry will be best promoted by protecting the landmarks a'gainst innovation 
and transmitting unimpaired the traditions received from the founders of the Order in 
the old world as well as in the new. 

“ It is also recommended, that it will not violate any allegiance to this Grand 
Chapter, if its subordinates shall instruct their members in the way and manner of 
the change attempted to be made by the General Grand Chapter ; to the end that 
they may be skilled workers wherever they may visit.” 

Whatever may be the opinion as to the propriety of such action upon the part of 
the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, there can be but one opinion about the incor- 
rectness of the reasoning of those by whom the change was effected. 

The religion of the Chaldseans was to a certain extent astral, and bore a very 
striking resemblance to the old classical mythology. 

Bil or Bel is one of the gods who composed a triad, which reminds us of the 
familiar Jupiter, Pluto and Neptune of our early school-days. The principal deity 
of the Chaldaean Pantheon was called II or Ra, who had two Bone, Ana and Bel. 
The word Bel is but another form of the Assyrian or Semitic-Babylonian word Bil 
or Bilu, which means lord , corresponding to the Hebrew Baal. The word II is only 
a variant of the root El, which appears in the Hebrew Elohim and the Arabic 
Allah, and signifies God. 

Ra, the other name of the same deity, is the Cushite equivalent for the same idea, 
and appears again in the Egyptian mythology as the name of the sun, which was an 
object of adoration among many races as the source of light, heat and life. It is 
hardly a matter of doubt that he was worshipped at Heliopolis under the name of On, 
inasmuch as Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, says that the sun was called On among the 
Egyptians. The city was also known by the same name— a coincidence which, 
though not yery appalling in itself, seems to have struck terror to the hearts of the 
G. G. Chapter. 

Bel was held in high esteem among the ancient Babylonians, who made him the 
tutelary deity of their capital. Their king Nabonidus gaye his eldest son the name 
of Belshazzar, which indicates that the prince was placed under the special care of 
Bel. This would indicate that the king did not feel that horror for Bel, which seems 
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to have seized the great expounders of Masonry, as we cannot assume that 
any king would name the heir to his throne after a personage of such unfortu- 
nate antecedents and bad personal character as were attributed to the Babylonian 
Deity by his enemies in the General Grand Chapter. 

Max Mailer, in his article upon Semitic Monotheism (Chips from a German Work- 
shop, Yol. I, p. 360), says: 

“Like Dyans, like Indria, like Brahman, Baal, and El, and Moloch were names of 
God, but not yet of the one God.” 

“ There is hardly one single Semitic tribe which did not at times forget the original 
meaning of the names by which they called on God. If the Jews him remembered 
the meaning of El, the Omnipotent, they could not have worshipped Baal, the Lord, 
as different from El.” 

We think that the members of the General Grand Chapter acted upon an ex parte 
statement, and without proper deliberation upon a subject which required a consid- 
erable amount of research in order to be treated intelligently. There were probably 
but few members present at the Convocation who had ever heard the subject dis- 
cussed at all, and they took the remarks of prominent Masons as their guide in voting 
upon a question whicn they were totally unprepared to decide. 

A few minutes spent in consulting Appleton’s Cyclopedia or Worcester’s Diction- 
ary, would have put them in a way to have at least an intelligent doubt as to the 
absolute trustworthiness of the theory, which has led to the abolition of what had 
almost become a landmark. 

If the General Grand Chapter decides to make any more changes in our ritual, we 
hope that its action will be based upon a better foundation than the arguments ad- 
duced for the support of this innovation. 

A moderate fear of the devil has been supposed to be beneficial to the greater 
part of mankind, but the mere mention of his name ought not to have caused such a 
complete “ demoralization ” among the representatives of our Grand Chapters, that 
they should utterly desert the standards under which they had fought so long. They 
did not even stay to learn whether it ever was his name, but surrendered at once un- 
conditionally, although they had history and Masonic tradition on their side. 

It is openly charged by some of our brother reportors that Comp. Pikb had a 
sinister motive in making the statement to the General Grand Chapter which induced 
that body to make the change. However this may be, we regret the change waa 
made. There are many incongruities in the work of Masonry, but they have been 
handed down to ns from generation to generation, and if we attempted to reconcile 
them all, we should soon have an Order which the patriarchs in Masonry would 
scarcely recognize. 

There are many flowere by the wayside in this admirable report whioh we would 
gladly cull and present to our readers, but we must forbear. 

The table of statistics shows the aggregate membership to be 3319. 

The Jf.\ E.\ Horace H. Burbank was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Ira Berry was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Portland. 


MABYLAHD. 

The Grand Chapter of Maryland assembled in Special Convocatioh, in the city of 
Baltimore, on the fourteenth day of January, the M.\ E.\ George L. MoCahan, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E\ William A. Wentz being Grand Sec- 
retary. 

The principal object of the Special Convocation appears to have been to devise 
some plan for a more thorough dissemination of the work. 

The following remarks by the Grand High Priest give us a view of the situation: 

The Grand Chapter at its late Convocation was pleased to commend, through its 
committee, the practice of the Grand Officers visiting the subordinate Chapters, es- 
pecially those outside the city of Baltimore, but failed to practically recognize the 
fact that some expense is attached to such visitations, which properly should be 
borne by the Grand Chapter. 

There is manifest unwillingness to present to the Grand Chapter, unauthorized, a 
claim for expenses incurred in the discharge of official duty, in view of the fact that 
such has not hitherto been the practice ; I therefore think proper to lay the matter 
before you, that you may by your action indicate the policy to be pursued towards 
the Chapters outside the city of Baltimore. 
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The difficulty was promptly remedied by the adoption of the following resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved, That the Grand Lecturer be required to visit each Chapter in this juris- 
diction, at least once during each year, and receive an annual compensation or one 
hundred dollars therefor, and in addition to said salary, shall be paid his actual ex- 
penses incurred in visiting Chapters located out of the city of Baltimore. 

Resolved, that the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest, in company with such installed 
Grand Officers as he may deem necessary, be and he is hereby requested to visit the 
subordinate Chapters at least once a year, and that he is hereby empowered to draw 
on the Grand Treasurer for all moneys necessary to defray the expenses of such 
visits. 

The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Baltimore on the tenth day of 
November, 1873. Thirteen subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a brief but business-like paper. He had 
visited all the subordinate Chapters in the jurisdiction during the year, an act of offi> 
cial fidelity of which few Grand High Priests can boast. 

He speaks as follows concerning the condition of the Order : 

The past year shows marked improvement in all that pertains to the Royal Craft 
in this jurisdiction, and gives great promise for the future. The companions through- 
out the State have, with few exceptions, exhibited such zeal and energy as calls for 
the highest commendation, and no reasonable doubt exiBts, that if the same liberal 
policy as at present practiced towards the subordinate Chapters on the part of the 
Grand Body, is continued, that great and permanent good will result. 

We fully concur in the following : 

It is not the chief end of Masonry to make Masons, notwithstanding a laudable 
desire to recognize among our numbers good and true men wherever they may be, 
and yet, we find the feeling prevails with a great many, that when there is no work, 
there is no necessity of attendance on their part. No greater mistake than this 
could be made, as upon the attendance of the membership and the interest engend- 
ered thereby, depends the very existence of the Chapters. 

We note the following decisions, all which, according to our ideas, are sound and 
correct : ’ 

1. That it is incompetent for a Chapter under the jurisdiction of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Maryland to admit to membership a companion who is not affiliated 
with some warranted Lodge. 

3. Confirmed a previous decision, that objections to a Mark Master must be sub- 
mitted to the Chapter, and a clear ballot required to enable him to receive the re- 
maining degrees. 

4. That the loss of the index finger of the right hand debarred the applicant from 
receiving the dogrees. As, in this case, the petition had been inadvertently received 
by the Chapter, upon special request, I granted a dispensation permitting its return 
without a ballot. 

6. That suspension for non-payment of dues from a Lodge, also suspends in the 
Chapter. 

The death of Comp. Reuben A. Holmes, Past Deputy Grand High Priest, is feel- 
ingly noticed and fitting tribute paid to his memory. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the graceful pen of Comp. Hekmon 
L. Emmons, Jr., and well repays the perusal. 

He reviews the transactions of thirty-two Grand Chapters, in a courteous and 
fraternal manner, carefully noting and commenting upon all matters of general in- 
terest to the Craft. 

California, for 1873, receives a fair share of attention. Comp. Emmons can not 
become reconciled to Sec. 6 of Art. XIII. of our Constitution, relative to suspension 
for non-payment of dues. After quoting our remarks of last year, he says : 

Our objection to Sec. 6 is two -fold : first— that it suspends without trial ; and sec- 
ondly, it allowB a companion suspended to be restored by the act of paying his ar- 
rearages. We hold that no Royal Arch Mason should be suspended for any cause, 
except after due trial, and when once suspended that he shoula only be restored up- 
on petition and ballot. 
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We have had frequent occasions to regret that the portals of the Chapter were 
not more jealously guarded, but have also seen the rights of a Royal Arch Mason 
regarded as a thing of small value. 

Royal Arch Masons have rights, we acknowledge, that should be respected ; but, 
while asserting their own rights, they should be careful not to infringe upon those of 
others. The Chapter also has rights ; and when a companion neglects or refuses to 
pay his dues, he disregards those rights, because the payment of a stipulated sum 
per month was one of the conditions upon which the Chapter consented to receive 
him as a member. If he is unable to pay, he has only to make the fact known, and 
he is absolved from his liability. If he disregards the law and suffers the penalty, he 
has only to remove the cause of his offending and that act restores him to his former 
standing. In this we can see no injustice, no infringement of the rights of a Royal 
Arch Mason. 

Comp Emmons also quotes our remarks relative to the formation of Chapters under 
dispensation, requiring the dimits of all the petitioners, Ac., and propounds the fol- 
lowing question : 

Suppose Charter not granted nor dispensation continued ? What becomes of dimit- 
ted members ? Are they not non-affiliates, and must they not petition, and stand the 
ordeal of a ballot before becoming members of a chartered Chapter? 

To this we answer yes ; but such a contingency will seldom occur ; the very knowl- 
edge of that fact, deters the companions from thoughtlessly attempting to establish 
new Chapters in localities where none are needed, to drag out a lingering existence 
for a few months, or perhaps years, and then die of inanition. Under our rule, the 
establishment of a new Chapter is not undertaken without due deliberation, and a 
careful consideration of all the circumstances likely to affect its interests, conse- 
quently, when a dispensation is issued to form a new Chapter a charter is almost sure 
to follow. 

We are always pleased to discuss these questions with our correspondents, and 
particularly with one who treats us so courteously as does Comp. Emmons. 

The Af.\ K\ Jambs W. Bowkbs was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ 
William A. Wkntz was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address Baltimore. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The pamphlet containing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts 
comes to us ibis year filled with more than the usual amount of interesting matter. 
The proceedings at three Quarterly, three Special, and one Annual Convocation are 
recorded. 

The first Quarterly Convocation was held in the city of Boston on the twelfth day 
of March, 1*72, the M.\E\ Alfred Chapman, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.’- 
E. m . Z. H. Thomas, Junior, being Grand Secretary. The only business of general 
interest transacted at this Convocation was the action had on the Representative sys. 
tern. It appears that the Grand Chapter of New Tork had appointed M.\E.\ Henry 
Chick eking, Past Grand High Priest, its Representative near the Grand Chapter of 
Massachusetts. The Communication of the former Grand Chapter making the ap- 
pointment, was referred to a committee who reported as follows : 

1. It appears that the action of Masonic Grand Bodies in appointing Representa- 
tives near other Grand Bodies is a novelty in Masonic usage, and of very modern ori- 
gin. 

2. That such action finds little favor from Grand Masonic Bodies generally. The 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts has repeatedly declined to recognize such representa- 
tion. The Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island has likewise re- 
fused to commit itself to the custom. 

3. This Grand Chapter has now a Committee of Foreign Correspondence, through 
which it is able to inform itself of transactions of moment accomplished in other 
jurisdictions ; thus obviating any apparent necessity for Representatives near it from 
jurisdictions. The proceedings of this Grand Chapter, together with the report of its 
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Committee of Foreign Correspondence, are published, and copies are sent to all 
other Grand Chapters in this country; so that they are informed of what transpires 
in this jurisdiction that is of interest for the Craft to know. 

4. It does not appear that the office of Representative is other than simply hono- 
rary, and in all respects nominal. Under present laws no power or privilege is or 
oan be associated with such office. Therefore, — 

6. With only the warmest feelings of respect and affection for Excellent Comp. 
Chickrrinq, and the most respectful and fraternal regard for companions of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New York, it is deemed inexpedient at this time to 
reorganize representation. 

We think the Committee arrived at a somewhat hasty conclusion when, in the 
Becond paragraph of their report, they assert that the representative system 
“finds little favor from Grand Masonic Bodies generally.” On the contrary, the re- 
ports from other jurisdictions show that the system is not only growing in favor, but 
has actually been adopted by a large majority of the Grand Masonic Bodies, both in 
the United States and British Provinces. 

Suppose, as the Committee assert, the office of Representative is “ simply honor- 
ary, and in all respects nominal ; ” what harm can there be in the bestowal of the 
honor, or in its reception by any worthy member of a Grand Body, if he chooses to 
accept it and feels honored thereby. 

The office of Representative, however, may be made something more than a 
merely honorary or nominal one. When a companion is appointed as Representative 
of a Grand Chapter, he naturally feels from that moment a deeper interest in, 
and a warmer fraternal feeling towards that Body and its members than ever before. 
If any question arises affecting its interests, his voice will be raised in defense of 
those interests. 

It is true that Committees on Correspondence have done much to disseminate 
knowledge, and to cherish fraternal relations between sister Grand Bodies; but, 
when their reports are made, their task is ended, and they do not feel that peculiar 
interest in any particular Grand Body, that its authorized ’Representative naturally 
would feel. 

We will suppose that some honored member of the glorious old Grand Chapter of 
Massachusetts should desire to visit California, and that here he would be as a 
Btranger in a strange land ; knowing that his Grand Chapter had a Representative 
here, would it not be natural for him to seek that Representative, and would it not 
be simply natural for the companion occupying that position to show the stranger 
evey attention in his power ? It may be said that any Royal Arch Mason would do 
thiB ; true, but would he feel the same interest as one who felt himself officially con- 
nected with the jurisdiction from which the stranger hailed? 

Again, suppose some Royal Arch Mason of Massachusetts should desire some im- 
portant information which required care, skill, and good judgment to obtain, would 
he not naturally seek aid of the Representative of his Grand Chapter, who would feel 
bound to use every endeavor to accommodate him? 

If we cannot convince our worthy companions of Massachusetts that there is no 
good in the system, we would thank them to show us where lies the harm. 

The Grand Chapter unanimously adopted the following “Particular Regulation ** 
which has always been in vogue in this jurisdiction, viz. That before a dispensation 
for a new Chapter should be issued, satisfactory evidence most be produced that the 
petitioners intend to become members thereof, and their dimits from the Chapters of 
which they last were members must be presented and they must sign the By-Laws o? 
the new Chapter. 

The second Quarterly Convocation was held on the eleventh day of June, but no 
business of general interest was transacted. 


At the third Quarterly Convocation held on the tenth day of September, the Com- 
mittee on the subject of the Tetragrammaton presented a most interesting and 
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elaborate report, in which great learning and research are displayed ; we would gladly 
place it before onr companions in this jurisdiction but for its length. The Grand 
Chapter, however, adopted the following recommendation of the committee : 

We therefore recommend that this Grand Chapter continue to instruct in the 
ritual in the fature, as it ha9 in the past, believing that the interests of Royal Arch 
Masonry will be best promoted by protecting the Landmarks against innovation, and 
transmitting, unimpaired, the traditions received from the founders of the Order in 
the Old World, as well as in the New. 

It is also recommended, that it will not violate any allegiance to this Grand Chap- 
ter, if its subordinates shall instruct their members in the way and manner or the 
change attempted to be made by the General Grand Chapter; to the end that they 
may be skilled workers wherever they may visit. 

The Annual Convocation was held on the tenth day of December, 1873, all the 
Grand officers being present, and thirty-nine out of sixty-two subordinate Chapters 
were represented. The Grand High Priest delivered an able and elaborate address, 
in which he gives a most interesting history of Royal Arch Masonry in Massachusetts. 
He takes issue with Comp. William Skwall Gardner, who, in an address delivered 
at the Centennial of St, Andrew's Chapter, asserted 'that the American Bystem of 
Royal Arch Masonry was introduced into that Chapter by Thomas Smith Webb, as- 
sisted by John Hammer. The Grand High PrieBt proves conclusively that all the de- 
grees of Royal Arch Masonry were conferred in St, Andrew's Chapter before the time of 
Webb. He reports the Craft to be in good condition, that harmony has characterized 
their labors, and that peace and prosperity prevail. We judge from the following 
extract that he has not been idle, and we find there words of wisdom which we may 
well take to ourselves : 

During the year I have visited thirty of the Chapters fraternally and officially, and 
am highly pleased with the care, skill and fidelity of the companions and the oonse- 

S uent prosperity of their Chapters. Great attention has been given to the ritnal, 
lie officers strive to excel in improvement and discipline, and Urns each may well 
rejoice in the other’s prosperity. 

Excellent work will make an excellent Chapter, emulation begets success, and 
this the companions have made a duty. The officers have been careful to avoid inno- 
vation, feeling assured that however much of abstract merit any change or variation 
may possess, yet the only work and the true work is that which is promulgated in 
Annual Convocation by the Grand Chapter. Change begets change, and promotes 
discussion ; of this I am assured the companions are well aware ; hence the com- 
mendable efforts of all to abide by and maintain the established ritual. 

I have during the year installed the officers in ten of the Chapters : to four of 
these occasions the ladies were admitted, and they as well as the companions seemed 
to enjoy the ceremonies. To two of them none below the grade of Master Mason 
were admitted ; and I am well assured that in neither of these public, or partially 
so, occasions, did onr grade Buffer by comparison. 

Comp. John W. Dadmun sets before us a treat in his excellent Report on Correa, 
pondence. Owing to the fact that the proceedings went to press some three months 
earlier than last year, the number of Grand Chapters noticed is much smaller than 
usual, being but sixteen ; but what Comp. Dadmun has lost in quantity he has more 
than made up in quality, as he has given us one of the most readable reports we have 
yet perused. Of California he speaks kindly and approvingly, using Comp. Corson’s 
funny introduction of the writer into the field of correspondence, and quoting several 
passages from our report of 1872, signifies his concurrence in the sentiments therein 
expressed. 

On the representative question he says : 

If it should prove to be an “ additional tie of friendship” between the Grand Bodies, 
we certainly shall not oppose it. We now have two links in this golden chain of 
friendship ; one is representation in the General Grand Chapter, the other the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence. If direct representation between the Grand Chapters 
will add another link we will say Amen. 

Upon the question of objecting to candidates for advancement, he discourses as 
follows : 


Digitized by LjOOQie 


1874.] 


Grand Chapter of California, 


355 


When a brother has been carried through to the R. A., and then objections are 
made to his advancement, those objections should be stated to the Chapter, or a 
committee, and the Chapter should decide upon their merits. We do not believe 
that an objection or a “ protest” shonld have the “same effect as a black ball until 
withdrawn by the companion presenting it.” If Masons were always perfect, and 
free from unworthy predjudices, it might make a difference. Masons are but men, 
subject to like passions with other men. How often it is the case that stories are cir- 
culated detrimental to the character of an applicant for the degrees, and the com- 
mittee having the case in charge, after a thorough investigation, find them to be 
wholly unfounded ! 

The validity of a protest in the cases above cited, should be decided by vote of 
the Chapter. Look at the condition in which these brethren are placed by this decis- 
ion. They are not only M. M., but they are M. M. M.,P. M. and M. E. M., in good 
and regular standing too, for the protest is only against their advancement. If there 
is a protest that should stop them from receiving the R. A., then it shonld be embod- 
ied in the form of charges, and after due trial the brethren should be expelled from 
all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

The course indicated by Comp. Dadmun as the proper one to be pursued in snoh 
cases has long been the law in this jurisdiction. When objections are made to a 
candidate before initiation, that objection operates as a black ball and rejects the 
candidate for one year unless withdrawn, but at the expiration of that time he may 
again apply, the same as if he had been rejected by a black ball, but after a candi- 
date has received one degree, he has then acquired certain rights of which he can- 
not be deprived by a simple objection, unless the Chapter decide that objection to be 
a good and valid one. 

The Grand Chapter of West Virginia received fraternal recognition, and on that 
subject, Comp. Dadmun says : 

We do not think that the General Grand Body would, if it could, deprive this new 
Grand Chapter of its Masonic sovereignty. There is one thing, however. West Vir- 
ginia can do, and ought to do, and that is, separate the Council degrees from the 
Chapter ; then Bhe would be on a footing with the great Body of Royal Arch Masons 
of the United States. Whatever may be her course in this matter, we do not think 
the General Grand Chapter will seduce this young sister, although she appears really 
beautiful and attractive ; but if it can toin her to a marriage by love and good works, 
we presume the old mother will not fret much about it. At any rate, when daughters 
make up their minds they usually go, in spite of the old folks. We shall pat this 
young Virgin-ia kindly, and win her if we can. 

We concur. 

There are many good things in this admirable report which we would gladly copy , 
but the devil (printers) is at our elbow calling for copy, and “ needs must when the 
devil drives.” 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Boston. 

MICHIGAN. 

The twenty-fifth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Michigan was held 
in the city of Detroit, commencing on the twentieth day of January, 1874,— the M.\ 
E.\ John W. Finch, Grand High priest, presiding, the R.\ E\ J. Eastman Johnson 
being Grand Secretary. 

Not a single pro tem, appears in the list of Grand Officers, and a round dozen of 
Past Grand High Priests graced the opening ceremonies with their presence. Repre- 
sentatives were present from eighty-three subordinate Chapters out of the ninety 
borne upon the roll. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an able address, replete with those high and 
noble sentiments which should ever characterize the true Mason ; and from it we infer 
that the Royal Craft in Michigan is flourishing and prosperous in an eminent degree. 
He says : 

Capitular Masonry is a germ peculiar to our own free government, where there is 
liberty of thought, of action, and expression, where freedom to worship God accord- 
ing to the dictates of our own conscience is guaranteed to all. A few months more 
than a quarter of a century have elapsed since the first organization of this Grand 
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Chapter, yet to-day it numbers ninety subordinate Chapters, with a membership of 
about seven thousand. From your own observation, and from the reports of subor- 
dinate Chapters, you are advised that Royal Arch Masonry is advancing with rapid 
strides. Men of refinement and culture, pure of mind and thought, eminent for good 
deeds and high and holy aspirations, have sought our ranks and become earnest co- 
workers with us. 

But while our rapid growth is a matter of congratulation to ourselves, we should 
bear in mind that our status as an institution will not be fixed by our numbers, but 
by the manner in which we, as individuals and citizens, perform our part in the active 
duties of life. 

Dispensations were granted for the formation of five new Chapters, and but two 
special dispensations were 'issued during the year, and these the Grand High Priest 
says he would not have granted had he not been satisfied that the emergency was 
sufficiently great to warrant his action, and that the Royal Craft would be benefitted 
thereby. He recommends that a fee be charged for such dispensations, partly to dia* 
courage the tendency to apply for them, and partly as a source of revenue. We note 
the following decisions : 

A brother is elected to receive the degrees in Chapter No. 1, and after being ad- 
vanced to the degree of Mark Master removes into the jurisdiction of Chapter No. 
2, and petitions to that Chapter for the balance of the degrees. The Chapter obtains 
jurisdiction. 

Question. Can the degrees be conferred without a ballot? 

Answer. No. At bis own request he relinquished all rights that he acquired by 
the ballot in Chapter No. 1, while it in yielding jurisdiction imparted to him no new 
rights, except the right to petition. His petition, therefore, must be referred to a 
committee and lie over until the next regular meeting of the Chapter before a ballot 
can be had, which ballot must be unanimous to secure his election. 

Case 2d. A brother is elected and receives three degrees in one Chapter, then 
removes into the jurisdiction of another and petitions that Chapter for the R. A. 
degree. The Chapter obtains jurisdiction ana confers the degree without a ballot. 
He signs the By-Laws, and pays dues to the Chapter 

Question . Is he legally a member of the Chapter? 

Answer . No. Each individual member of a Chapter has an inherent right to 
express through his ballot his assent or dissent to every applicant for membership in 
his Chapter. The Chapter erred in not submitting the petition to a ballot. The com- 
panion is entitled to a certificate from the Chapter, that he is a non-affiliated Royal 
Arch Mason in good standing. 

In this jurisdiction, in each of the above caseB, the permission of the Chapter in 
which the brother received the preliminary degrees, would have been requisite 
before the remaining degrees could have been conferred upon him by any other 
Chapter. The fact that a Mark Master, Past Master, or Most Excellent Master, has 
removed beyond the territorial jurisdiction of the Chapter in which he received the 
degrees, does not absolve him from his allegiance to that Chapter, nor can any other 
Chapter legally receive his petition for the remaining degrees, without the permission 
of the mother Chapter. 

He recommends the division of the State into'districts for the more convenient ex- 
emplification of the work; also, that no Mark Master shall be advanced until he has 
selected his mark and had it recorded in the book of Marks. Both excellent re- 
commendations. 

He announces the death of Comp. Francis Darrow, Past Deputy Grand High 
Priest, and pays an appropriate tribute to his memory. He speaks feelingly of the 
suffering caused by the terrible epidemic in Memphis, Shreveport, and other southern 
cities, and fitly eulogises the self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of humanity, ex- 
hibited by those who'left their pleasant homes to brave the pestilence, to minister to 
the sick and dying, and to bury the dead. 

All honor to the noble hearts, say we, who enlisted in such a service. 

He closes his interesting address with the following impressive exhortation, 
which all Royal Arch Masons will do well to heed: 

Let us evince our attachment to our ancient Institution by a firm and constant ad- 
herence to ita rules and to its precepts, and prove our advancement by constant and 
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untiring practice of the important and sublime truths which are so beautifully illus- 
trated and so forcibly symbolized by it in our ceremonies and our ritnal, so that it 
may be well with us here and well with us hereafter. 

In the case of a subordinate Chapter who, after finding a companion guilty of gross 
unmasonic conduct, refused to inflict any penalty for the offence, the Committee on 
Grievances to whom the matter was referred, in their report, after stating the facts, 
say: 

Intemperance is a Masonic crime, and the offender must atone to the offended law ; 
and the Chapter that winks at such acts, and gives countenance to snch unworthy 
examples should learn now and forever, that it will find no aid or sympathy in this 
Grand Body ; on the contrary, our severe condemnation. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of these resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That Hudson Chapter, No. 28, be reprimanded by the M,\ E.\ G. 
H. P. as soon as he can conveniently do the Bame, for its action, in refusing to inflict 
a Masonic penalty on companion Enos Caniff after finding him guilty of the charge 
aforesaid. 

2. Resolved , That Enos Caniff, a member of Hudson Chapter, No. 28, be, and 
he is hereby, expelled from the rights and benefits of Royal Arch Masonry. 

Which resolutions were unanimously adopted. A righteous verdict. 

A “ slight unpleasantness” having occurred between the Grand Chapter of Mich- 
igan and the Grand Chapter of Florida some years since, by means of which, all 
fraternal correspondence between these Grand Bodies was for a time suspended ; we 
are delighted to see that messages of peace and good will have healed all existing 
differences, and that the entente cordiale is once more restored. Let us hope it may 
never again be interrupted. 

The Report on Correspondence by Comp. J. Eastman Johnson, Grand Secretary, 
is a model of its kind, and one which well repays the perusal. He reviews the trans. 
actions of thirty Grand Chapters in a courteous, pleasant, and interesting Btyle ; 
his selections are judiciously made, with a view to impart all the information possible 
in the space allotted him. 

His notice of California for 1873, is most kindly and fraternal. He characterizes 
our report for 1873, as “ an elaborate, carefully prepared and able document.” We 
elevate our capillary protector and Kotow. In speaking of our remarks relative to 
his opposition to the representative system and to the use of substitutes he says : 
“Will he please note that our objections are not unkindly presented.” We have 
ever noticed, Comp. Johnson, that your objections, when made, have been courte. 
ously presented, and that, when differing in opinion with your brethren of the quill, 
your views have been expressed in language which leaves no sting, and thus the 
perusal of your reports affords us unqualified pleasure. 

With reference to a decision by the Grand High Priest of the District of Columbia, 
he says : 

He decided that one who had been duly elected three years before in another 
jurisdiction, where he then resided, could not now receive the degrees here, except 
on request of the Chapter in which he had been elected. 

He no doubt had authority enough for his decision, and much very pretty argu- 
mentation has been set forth to sustain such a rule. But we think it high time that 
the extreme technicality of the rule and its foundation should yield to a rule of com- 
mon sense and practical convenience. It has often been held that non-application 
for the degrees for one year after an election, should work an annulment of the vote. 
The same good sense should be applied when one has removed from the jurisdiction 
where he was elected, and a residence of one year in a new jurisdiction should, in 
our opinion, entitle him to preseut there his petition, and the Chapter to receive and 
act upon it. 

We concur ; but had the party elected taken any of the degrees in the Chapter 
which elected him, then we contend that permission from that Chapter would be 
necessary to enable any other to confer the remaining degrees upon him. In refer- 
ence to that absurdity, the dropping from the roll for non-payment of dues, he says : 
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Is not this matter a little mixed ? When a companion is “ dropped,” where does 
he stand ? Is he a member or not a member? If a member, why do n’t yon try him 
in the first instance ? If not, why do yon try him at all ? 

This subject of being “ Dropped from the Boll,” and N. P. D., is full of confusion 
among the craftsmen everywhere, and sadly needs revision. 

We can assure onr companion that it creates no confusion here. We saw the 
confusion it was likely to create, and provided a remedy. Our motto is : “If a man 
will not work, neither shall he eat;” and we suspend all the drones without cere- 
mony. We would like to make further extracts from this able report, but onr time 
is up. 

We thank Comp. Johnson for the graceful manner in which he accepts onr 
amende for last year’s delinquency, and for his kindly good wishes toward ourself ; 
and we assure him that if Michigan is not on our list this year, a certain printer we 
wot of will be troubled with a headache. 

The 1/.*. K\ Alfred I. Sawyer was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
J. Eastman Johnson was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Centreville. 

MINNESOTA. 

The twelfth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Minnesota was held 
in the city of St. Paul, on the twenty-fourth day. of June, 1873,— the Jf.\ J. H. 
MoKbnney, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Rr. E.\ William 8. Combs being 
Grand Secretary. Fourteen subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief, and confined principally to a re- 
cital of his official acts. He decided that a brother who had lost his left hand could 
not be received into the Chapter, but says : “ The above decision is not given with- 
out a deep sympathy for the unfortunate brother, and I submit the question of his 
relief, if within your reach, to your better judgment.” 

Charters were granted to two Chapters under dispensation, and one dispensation 
was issued to form a new Chapter. A very able and interestimg Report on Corres- 
pondence was presented by Comp. A. T. C. Pierson. He reviews the transactions 
of thirty-eight Grand Chapters ; also those of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States for 1871. Comp. Pierson is a pleasing writer, and we regret to learn 
that he has retired from active service as a reporter. California for 1873 receives a 
fair share of his attention. He quotes the following from the Address of Comp . 
English : 

It is much to be regretted that Webb and his associates succeeded in establishing 
the present Chapter system of the United States, it being an entire innovation upon 
the body of Masonry as previously constituted ; but that system has been adopted, 
not only by the Grand Chapters which originally formed the General Grand Chapter, 
but also, i believe, by those which did not acknowledge its authority. 

Upon this he comments as follows : 

We assent to the first proposition, but we are surprised at the second ; how it ia 

E oesible, at this day, for a Royal Arch Mason, who reads at all, much more a Grand 
Ligh Priest, to say : “ by the Grand Chapters which originally formed the General 
Grand Chapter,” we cannot understand. 

Fifteen years ago the assertion would have been excusable; but now, when the 
facts as to its organization have been so extensively published, the reiteration indi- 
cates a want of— perception. 

With reference to naming Chapters after living men, he says: 

In the History of Masonry, no John Smith appears whose memory is so well de- 
serving “ of nomenclatural honors ” as our old friend “ old Governor Brown, 47 
as he was familiarly called. A reporter, when Foreign Correspondence was In its 
infancy, Grand Master and Grand High Priest, his name was identified with Masonry 
in Florida for years, and years and years. 

We appreciate and endorse Comp. WiaoiN’sfdca, but must remark that he could 
not have known of the venerable Comp. Brown, or he would not have used that name 
in that connection as a comparison to elucidate his proposition. 
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We assure Comp. Pierson, that we knew nothing of the history of Comp. Brown, 
and simply used his name to illustrate a general idea, without the slightest intention 
of hurting the feelings or wounding the sensibilities of any one. We learn that the 
venerable companion has, after a long life of usefulness, gone to his reward ; and we 
sincerely sympathise with the companions of Florida iq the loss they have sustained. 

He quotes that portion of onr report relative to the right of officers of a Masonic 
Body to resign, and says: 

“Them’s ” onr sentiments exactly— bnt don’t put on yonr statute books an enact- 
ment that “ under certain circumstances ” certain officers can resign ; state the cer- 
tain circumstances. Again, vacancy in office doe9 not involve the necessity of a 
special election. We hold that in a case of a vacancy in the office of High Priest or 
hung, a special election can be held only with the assent of the officer next in rank, 
whose prerogatives might be affected by such election. 

We concur fully in the foregoing and think we stated clearly the “ certain circum. 
stances ” under which we believe the officers of a Masonic Body had the right to re- 
sign. 

Upon the subject of allowing the use of substitutes, under the head of Alabama, 
he makes the following sensible remarks: 

If “ one ” substitute is allowed, why not two ? Again, why require a “ dispensa- 
tion ”? We hold that there is something due to candidates, that the earnest, zeal- 
ous brother should not be incommoded or put to needless expense beoause of the 
lukewarmness or condition of one or both of those who started with him. 

The residence of a candidate is a long distance from the location of the Chapter; 
he can attend only at considerable inconvenience and Borne expense ; at one time 
there is not a quorum present at the time designated for a convocation ; at another, 
he is the only candidate present ; at another, some of the officers are absent, and 
there are none present competent to fill the positions. In our experience we have 
known many— very many— instances of the kind ; often have we heard the remark, 
“lam getting sick and tired of this kind of thing. I have been here half a dozen 
times to get my degrees, and have been put off ; the degrees can not be equal to my 
anticipations, or those in possession of it would manifest more interest.” 

All admit that a wrong is done to the candidate, and companions are willing to 
remedy the wrong by conferring the degrees ; a time is set, the candidates notified, 
officers and companions present, but only one candidate, and he the one who has 
traveled a long distance. 

As the circumstances had not been anticipated, no dispensation had been applied 
for, and one could not be obtained for the evening, as the Grand High Priest resided 
in a distant part of the State. 

We contend that there thonld be no legislation on the subject of substitutes, ex- 
cept, perhaps, admonitory that the companions should be the judges of the pro- 
priety or necessity for their use. 

There are always present at onr convocations a sufficient number of conservative 
companions to prevent an undue use of liberty. We regard the “substitute question” 
as one of policy only. 

Questions or principle should be defined, and no variation from, or infringement 
of the law be permitted, by dispensation or otherwise ; but questions of policy 
should be determined by the companions, because conversant with all the facts; they 
are the best qualified to judge of the necessity or propriety of a certain course of 
action. 

We are opposed to the whole system of dispensations, particularly in Capitular 
Masonry ; ana we hold that no officer of any Body holding any relation to Masonry — 
the Grand Master atone excepted — has any right or authority to grant dispensations 
for any purpose whatever, except that by the written constitutions such authority is 
conferred, and that for specifically named objects. 

Grand Masters, being older than written constitutions, have inherent rights and 
prerogatives; bnt all other officers of Grand Bodies are the creatures of the written 
law, and have no such rights or prerogatives. 

Under the head of Iowa, which Grand Chapter adopted a general regulation 
making it obligatory upon members of Chapters to be members of some Lodge, 
Comp. Pierson, says: 

We do not question the power of the Grand Chapter, but we do the policy of 
making such a regulation, and we prophesy that it will remain a dead letter on the 
statute book, or will soon be repealed. 
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We dissent from Comp. Pierson on this subject. A similar law has been upon 
onr statute book for twenty years, has worked admirably, is by no means a dead 
letter, and no attempt has ever been made to repeal it. We hold that “ it is the duty 
of every Mason to be a member of some Lodge,” that he may discharge his share of 
the duties and bear his portion of the burdenB which Masonry entails upon all her 
votaries. A non-affiliate is a drone in the hive ; he expects to enjoy all the benefits 
of the Masonic connection without rendering any equivalent ; and if permitted to 
remain in the Chapter, he shirks his duty by hiding beneath the shadows of the Royal 
Arch, and says to the honest working Mason in the Lodge : “ Come not near me for 
I am holier than thou.” Then if sickness or misfortune overtakes him, he is swift 
enough to claim the aid and sympathy of his brethren of the Lodge, to which he 
has made no contribution, and from which he cannot reasonably demand assistance. 
We have no patience with non-affiliated Masons, or with those who advocate their 
cause ; but Comp. Pierson having classed us correctly — among the <( old fogies ” — 
this may be one of onr old fogy notions. Jn conclusion Comp. Pierson recapitu- 
lates the services he has rendered to Royal Arch Masonry in Minnesota, and inti- 
mates that some injustice has been done him, in fact charges squarely that he has 
been removed from his position as chairman of the Committee on Correspondence 
by the operations of a “ ring.” We regret exceedingly that such a conclusion should 
have been published to the world, for such utterances as the following do not evi- 
dence that harmony and good fellowship which have greeted us in the proceedings 
from every other quarter : 

The Ring having decreed, and subserviency acceded to our decapitation, we 
shall avail ourselves of this opportunity to review our connection with the Royal 
Arch in Minnesota, as an intimation of the gratitude to be expected for services ren- 
dered, both individually and masonically, and of the appreciation of years of time 
and large pecuniary expenditures, to build up, sustain and advance the institution, by 
those who, the recipients of the benefits, have obtained the control. Ever since, in 
the requirement of duty, we performed an act in which we were almost unanimously 
sustained by our own Grand Lodge, and by all the Grand Lodges and Committees on 
Foreign Correspondence, that noted the performance ; we have — abnegation has 
ceased to be a virtue — been the subject of calumny, vituperation and misrepresenta- 
tion. 

All done secretly. Allegations made openly can be met, but when made secretly 
— “ don’t Bay anything. I tell you this on the square ,” accompanied with a shrug of 
the shoulders, those from a distance, who have no personal acquaintance, think it 
must be true. 

In speaking of his retirement from the reportorial chair, after quoting a funny 
story from Drummond apropos to the situation, he says: 

It is a “ forced put,” and we wish the parties joy at their success, who have been 
so long endeavoring to deprive us of the “ pittance ” which we have received for get- 
ting up these reports. 

To the reportorial corps we bespeak for our friend and successor that kindness 
and forbearance which has ever been extended to us. 

We know nothing of the circumstances which led to Comp. Pierson’s deposal ; 
we have read his reports with pleasure, for they were ever courteous and fair, and 
we regret that we must part with him under such ciroumstances, but we know his 
successor, Comp. E. D. B. Porter, to be an able and interesting writer, and we shall 
expect a number one report from him next year. 

The M,\E,\ James N. Castle was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.-.Er. E . 
D. B. Porter was eleoted Grand Secretary. Address: St. Paul. 

MISSOURI. 

The General Grand Chapter of Missouri held its twenty-seventh Annual Convoca- 
tion in the city of St. Louis on the ninth day of October, 1873, the Mr, Er, Jambs E. 
Carter, Grand High Priest, presiding, the Rr. E\ Geo. Frank Goulet being Grand 
Secretary. 
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All the Grand Officers exoept the Grand Royal Arch Captain were present, and 
fifty-three subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a model of brevity. He allndes to the 
death of Past Grand High Priest Rtland, and pays an appropriate tribute to his 
memory. 

He appealed to the Grand Chapter for immediate relief for the sufferers at Mem- 
phis, and the appeal was not made in vain, as the sum of one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars was at once appropriated. 

He had issued dispensations for the formation of four new Chapters, and one dis- 
pensation for the purpose of holding an election of officers in a subordinate Chap- 
ter, at a time other than that named in the Constitution. This he afterwards dis- 
covered to be contra lex scripta, and recommends a change in the law, giving the 
Grand High Priest power to issue such dispensations when in his discretion it shall 
be advisable. 

The venerable Grand Treasurer, now past eighty years of age, and who had held 
the office for nineteen years, sent a communication to the Grand Chapter, stating 
that, owing to sudden and unexpected financial difficulties, he had been forced into 
bankruptcy and was unable to pay the amount of $2,331 43 which had been placed 
in his hands as Grand Treasurer. The Committee on Accounts offered the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the sympathy of the Grand Chapter be and is hereby extended to 
our venerable Grand Treasurer in his great misfortune at his advanced age. That 
upon examination the Committee on accounts are fully satisfied that it was no fault 
or his own that he has been rendered bankrupt and unable to at once meet his finan- 
cial obligations. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. 
Georgs Frank Goulet, and is something so different from what we have been accus- 
tomed to receive from that quarter, that we were taken somewhat by surprise. It is 
what he terms a “ condensed report,” and the term is certainly not misapplied. 
Arkansas is condensed into two lines, California into three. 

Comp. Goulet says he desires the companions of Missouri to have an opportunity 
to see a “ condensed report,” in order that they may have an opportunity to judge 
as to which style they prefer. We are inclined to the belief that the companions will 
desire but one specimen of a condensed report. 

The M.\E.\ Xenophon Rtland was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\E.\ 
George Frank Goulet was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: St. Louis. 

NEBRASKA. 

The last we have heard from Nebraska is from the Proceedings of 1872, for which 
we are indebted to the courtesy of Comp. E. A. Allen, Past Grand High Priest. 

We hope we have done or Baid nothing to offend our worthy companion the Grand 
Secretary, and for which, as a penalty, he crosses us off his list of correspondents. 
We alwayB look with avidity for the Proceedings of Nebraska, and feel greatly dis- 
appointed if we do not receive them. Wake, up, Comp. Wheeler, and send us the 
transactions of 1873, to complete our files, and enable us to write about something 
later than events which transpired two years since. 

The sixth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Lincoln on the seventeenth 
day of June, 1872, the E. A. Allen, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\E\ 

Robert W. Furnas being Grand Secretary. The Grand High Priest delivered an ex- 
cellent address, from which we extract the following, every word of which we 
heartily endorse: 

Masonry has withstood the ravages of time, unmoved and unharmed amid the 
assaults of ignorance, and is most shielded and enduring when its votaries are follow- 
ing its precepts ; for then it is being girded about with the armor of Truth when re- 
listing error, and all assaults from without are strengthened by a more perfect union 
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within. Hence, while gliding along in apparent security and unconcern, I would 
sound down the line the tocsin, ere by the swelling tidal wave of popularity we may 
be engulfed or stranded, and left a wreck of pristine reality and renown. To avert 
this, 1 appeal to you, at all times, to 44 guard well” the “ Outer Courts,” but espe- 
cially so when impatient numbers are knocking for admission. Let none pass our 
veils — being prompted by idle curiosity — or who would seek to attain thereby pecu- 
niary advancement, or who, from any cause, would be likely to engender dissensions 
and discord among us. Or, who would gain an entrance to obtain our jewels and 
signet, by the aid of which, as indorsers, they might with indecent haste traverse the 
lines of our confine and effect admission into some other council or asylum never to 
be seen here more, known only as companions save in the memory, or by our records. 
8uoh as these, or akin to these, are at best sluggards and drones among the Craft, or 
worse, perhaps 41 dead weights” which may ultimately carry us down to inevitable 
discomfiture. Be vigilant and circumspect, and with a scrutinizing eye admit only 
such as will take the Book of the Law as the rule and guide to their faith and actions; 
who will incline to the practice of those virtues out of the Chapter which are incul- 
cated in it, will cling with unyielding tenacity to our cardinal tenets and the Ancient 
Landmarks which our Fathers have set ; who will 44 without the hope of fee or re- 
ward” in this life, become willing co-laborers upon the Temple which we would 
build to the Omniscient and Eternal I AM. While such are our companions, even 
though limited in numbers, we are indeed strong in the bonds of Brotherly Love and 
Unity, and success in the 44 great work ” will be our final reward. 

The Convocation occupied three days, but the business transacted was entirely of 
local interest. 

An able, full and interesting Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. 
Danixl H. Wheeler, who courteously reviews the transactions of thirty seven Grand 
Chapters, also those of the General Grand Chapter. California receives a most kindly 
notice, and he is pleased to speak of our report of 1872 in terms of praise, for which 
we tender our thanks. 

It is one of the very best reports that has come under oof notice, but, as we before 
remarked, it is hard to review reports of so ancient a date. The M.\E.\ Robert B. 
Livingston was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\E.\ Daniel H. Wheeler was 
elected Grand Secretary. Address: Plattsmouth. 

MEW JERSEY. 

This Grand Chapter held its seventeenth Annual Convocation in the city of Tren- 
ton on the tenth day of September, 1873, the Jf.\ E.\ T. H. R. Redway, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the R.\ E m . John Woolverton being Grand Secretary. 

All the Grand Officers were present at the opening, and we notice that six Past 
Grand High Priests and several other Past Grand Officers lent the dignity of their 
presence to the occasion. Twenty-six subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The following beautifhl ode, by Comp. Thomas J. Corson, was sung during the 
ceremony of opening : 

Hail, Companions, swell the song, 

Every voice the strain prolong, 

Join in chorus loud and strong, 

On to victory ; 

Lift our banners, let them wave, 

Onward still, the wretched save, 

Smooth their pathway to the grave, 

Be their friend indeed. 


Give the aching bosom rest, 
Carryjoy to every breast, 

Make the poor and needy blest : 

Grant tnem kind relief. 

Raise the glorious watchword high, 
44 Love ! Relief! and Charity 1 ” 

Let the echo reach the sky, 
Swelling joyfully. 
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Masons all, from pole to pole, 

Love may guide and truth control, 
Sorrows come — what can condole, 
Griefs like Masonry ! 

Kindly smiling we have met, 
Welcome each, and ne’er forget, 
Absent ones whom we regret, 
Friends in Masonry. 

God of mercy ! hear us plead, 

Help us while we intercede : 

Oh, now many bosoms bleed— 
Heal them speedily. 

Hasten then the happy day, 

When, beneath thy gentle ray, 

All the world shall own thy sway, 
Reign triumphantly. 


The Grand High Priest delivered a sound, practical Address, in which he sets 
forth clearly his official acts, and gives some evidence that he has not gone through 
his term of office with his eyes Bhut, but that he has been watchful of the interests of 
the Royal Craft in his jurisdiction, and prompt to rebuke wrong-doing whenever it 
came to his knowledge .* 

We extract the following gem as sparkling with true Masonic light: 

How pleasant it is thns to gather around our sacred altar to renew our fraternal 
sympathy, to extend the warm hand of love to each other, and in sincere and true 
devotion, render to that Supreme One— who is the author of our being— the source 
from whom come all our comforts and blessings— the purest and most acceptable 
thoughts of our hearts. It would be unbecoming in us as intelligent men, unfaithful 
in us as Masonic brethren, if we failed to recognize the Author and to beflttingly render 
to Him our thanksgivings for the blessings we constantly enjoy. I claim it as one 
of our Masonic duties, “ and not only a duty, but a privilege and should be a joy,” 
to thus bow in reverential acts, forming a chain of fraternal love around our sacred 
altar, thank Him for past favors, ask for future blessings, and call down upon our 
heads from Him a benediction. 


Two cases of violation of jurisdiction are noticed, which appear however to have 
been amicably disposed of. Three dispensations had been granted for the forma- 
tion of new Chapters, and in each instance the petitioners were required to frilly 
exemplify the work to the satisfaction of the Grand High Priest, before the dispen- 
sation was granted. A safe and good rule to adopt 

Application having been made to him for a dispensation to elect and confer the 
degrees upon a candidate before the constitutional time had elapsed, he very prop- 
erly refused to grant the dispensation, no justifiable cause having been assigned for 
such an act. 

He decided that “ suspension or expulsion in a Blue Lodge must of necessity work 
a like result in the Chapter. Also that a Chapter could not be legally opened unless 
one of the first three officers was present with the charter. Also that any compan- 
ion in good standing whose dues are paid, is entitled to a dimit, and if, on apply- 
ing for it, objections are made to granting it, these objections must assume the form 
of charges and be sustained to prevent him from receiving it. And fourth, that the 
High Priest of a Chapter may authorize expunged from approved minutes any- 
thing which in his judgment is improper to be written, but nothing else.” In all 
which we concur, but would like to be enlightened as to the modus operandi of the 
expunging process. He also decided that “ a brother whose right limb was bent 
stiff at an angle of about forty-five degrees, could not be received in the Chapter.” 
What will comp. Carson say to this ? We commend the following to the Grand High 
Priest of this and other jurisdictions, and hope they may profit by the suggestion : 

During the year, in company with my associate Grand Officers, I have visited very 
many of the Chapters, and inspected personally their work and condition, and it is a 
source of gratification to me to be able to report a very decided improvement in 
their work, as well as everything else connected therewith. 
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Much Is due, to more effectually bring about this desirable result, to the fact that 
early in the year I issued a circular to the Secretaries of the different Chapters, pro- 
pounding certain questions for them to answer, relative to matters connected with 
the bodies. Their answers I placed in the hands of the visiting officers to those Chap- 
ters, with instructions for them to see that they were made correctly, and to report 
to me if they discovered anything that was wrong. They followed out my instruc- 
tions, and it has resulted, I am glad to say, in the correction of quite a number of ir- 
regularities practiced by our subordinate Chapters. 

He had arrested the charter of one of the subordinates for “ gross irregularities 
on the part of the officers and members, in allowing the secrecy of the ballot to be 
constantly violated, and also infringing upon the rights of companions by practicing 
games to prevent members from voting upon the petitions of candidates.” 

The reports of the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, and Grand Scribe, 
show a very satisfactory state of the Order in New Jersey, which is pretty sure to be 
the case everywhere, when Grand Officers make frequent visits to the subordinate 
bodies and encourage them by their presence, advice, and instruction. 

The “Committee on History ” made the following report, which was adopted and 
the committee continued: 

The Committee on History of Royal Arch Masonry in New Jersey, would respect- 
fully report that considerable progress has been made in the work, although thus far 
we have been unable to find the records of the old Grand Chapter of this State. The 
chairman of the committee has received a very courteous letter from Mr. Charles S 
Scott, son of the late Comp. Joseph Warren Scott, who was Secretary of the orig- 
inal Grand Chapter of New Jersey, in which he says that he will examine the papers 
left by his father, and states that he will place at our disposal any documents that he 
may find which relate to this Grand Chapter. 

Owing to the illness of the chairman of this committee, he has not been able to 
examine the records of Union Chapter, No. 7, but he hopes to do so at an early day. 

In view of the importance of this subject, your committee would respectfully ask 
to be continued. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. Thob J. Corson, and 
although compiled under the most adverse circumstances, is not a whit behind its 
predecessors in wit, humor, and interest. Comp. Corson, in an unnecessary apology 
for the imcompleteness of his report, explains that, having been attacked by a pain- 
ful disease of the eyes, which prevented his reading or writing, the report was pre- 
pared at his dictation, by his little daughter, who, sacrificing all her pleasures and 
amusements to aid her father in the hour of his need, worked on at her arduous task 
until the report, consisting of one hundred and one closely printed pages, was accom- 
plished. 

What a treasure is such a daughter ! While Comp. Corson has our warmest sym- 
pathy in his distress, we cannot refrain from reminding him that there are sometimes 
sweets in adversity which prosperity never would develop. 

The transactions of thirty Grand Chapters are reviewed in his usual racy and inter- 
esting style. To read one of Corson’s reports is a rare treat, a “ feast of fat things ” 
which, however, does not cloy. He has always a pleasant word and a merry jest for 
all, and don’t get mad if you talk back. In his notice of California for 1873, he thus 
alludes to the writer: 

Comp. Charles L. Wiggin presented the Report on Correspondence, in which 
the proceedings of thirty-three Grand Chapters are fraternally noticed. We ap- 
proach the consideration of this report, as also that of the Grand Chapter of Ore- 

J fon, with great fear and trepidation ; and we involuntarily place our hands upon the 
ew remaining strands of capillarv substance which sparsely sprout upon our vener- 
able caput, because we fear that the Modocs are not all dead yet. And we can not 
restrain a slight shudder as we stand in the presence of “ Schonchin John ” Wiggin 
and “Captain Jack ” Patton, lest onr unfortunate scalp should dangle from the belt 
of one or these trenchant warriors. 

We assure Comp. Corson that, although we are' in fact, an Indian Chief, yet we 
are not of the Modoc Tribe. Patton is a full-blooded Modoc, and would think no 
more of taking his scalp than of peeling a turnip ; but we are a Digger , and a 
«• good Ingin.” 
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He quotes at length and approvingly from our report of 1873, and says some very 
pretty things to ns, which modesty forbids ns to repeat. 

In response to Comp. Lewis, of Connecticut, who says : 

“ We have never had the pleasure of meeting Comp. Cobson, but we feel that, 
having read his vigorous, learned, sprightly, and affectionate reports, we know him 
for a good, wise man, and a beloved companion, whose acqnamtanoe would be a 
privilege and whose friendship wonld be an honor 

Comp. Cobson gets off the following : 

For all of which we wonld merely say to our distinguished companion of Con- 
necticut, in the sublime language used by David to Nathan, when Nathan was giving 
David some sonnd advice and sage admonition, and warning him to be careful not to 
go too far in his flirtation with the fascinating Mrs. Uriah : “ Beloved, I owe you one. 
will you take it sugared or plain ? ” 

This beats our quotation from Job by a length, and we think Cobson found that 
quotation by the aid of ono of his most powerful microscopes. 

Under the head of Iowa, with reference to the matter of writing the work of 
Boyal Arch Masonry, and preserving a copy in the archives of the Grand Chapter, by 
Grand High Priest Luse, Comp. Cobson says: 

We beg leave to remark that this seems to us to be a very loose proceeding for 
companion Luse to be guilty of, as well as a very improper performance for all par- 
ties concerned; and this for reasons which we cannot put in print, but which will at 
once be understood by every one who properly regards hiB 0. B. as an E. A. 

We are glad to find some one who has the courage to speak out in this matter. 
We referred to it last year, and got an awful blowing up from our irascible friend 
Taylor in consequence. 

We are somewhat surprised that our brother reporters should have kept so quiet 
upon what we regard as a matter of great importance to the Craft, and we hope to 
hear from more of them on this question. 

Under the head of Louisiana, he quotes what Hosmeb says of him as follows: 

“In his review of Massachusetts, he compares the volume containing their pro- 
ceedings, on account of its neatness, clear type, and faultless paper, to be like a 
* bride just risen from the bath.’ Now, with all due respect for the lady already 
alluded to in one of our quotations from this reprobate, we would like to know what 
he knews about a bride in the bath. We have always thought that doctors had 
innumerable opportunities for invading people’s privacies, and seeing things that no 
other set of men are ever allowed to gaze upon, but this seems to us to be entirely 
outside of the usual vocations of our friend, tne doctor ; and we would ask whether 
he cannot, in his next report, give us a more detailed description of how a bride 
looks in that position, and how he came to acquire his knowledge.” 

To which Corson responds: 

• Now we do not propose to tell this unsophisticated youth everything we know, or 
how we came to know bo much, lest he should become wise in his own conceit. But 
if he will step into our office some day this week ( July ) we will pack up our valise 
and take him with us to the “ Summer Capital ; ” and there, “Upon tne beach at 
Long Branch,” as he beholds those lovely Nereids as they come from Neptune’s em- 
brace, beautiful in their sloppiness, his ignorant mind may become enlightened upon 
the subject of female grace and beauty. 

M Beautiful in their sloppiness ” we consider as decidedly rich. 

He gets off the following on Wheeler of Nebraska., who, heedless of consequences, 
poked fun at him: 

Comp. Wheeler thinks that our labors in the reportorial line entitle us to a oopy 
of “ Miss Killmansegg, bound in scarlet and gold.” We will most gratefully accept 
this donation from Companion W. ; but, if the companions of Nebraska will consent 
to have a sufficient quantity of Comp. W.’s cutis vera removed for that purpose, we 
would rather have the volume bound in calf. 

We think Wheeler will subside after that shot No one can form an idea of 
the interesting character of Comp. Corson’s reports from these desultory extracts; 
the whole report must be read to be properly appreciated, and as we cannot find 
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room for the whole, we will e’en stop where we are and bid Cobson an affectionate 
good-night. 

The M.\E.\ William H. McIlhanney was elected Grand High Priest, and the 
Thomas J. Cobson was elected Grand Secretary. Address: Trenton. 

NEW YORK. 

The Grand Chapter of New York held its seventy-sixth Annual Convocation in 
the city of Albany, commencing on the fourth day of February, 1873, — the M.\ E . m . 
Bess G. Williams, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ &\ Christofhkb G. Fox 
being Grand Secretary. One hundred and eighty subordinate Chapters were repre- 
sented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address says : 

The year has been reasonably fruitful of prosperity to the Craft. Individual and 
uidted effort to widen its influence and correspondingly extend the sway of the ben- 
eficent spirit of Masonry has been earnest and effective on the part of companions 
throughout the jurisdiction ; and I am able to report that our Chapters have had, 
as a rule, a wholesome sufficiency of employment, and that the ranks of the Royal 
Craft within our borders have been reinforced with all the rapidity necessary to a 
healthful growth. We are thus encouraged to anticipate a further goodly fruitage 
horn our field. In our prosperity let us not forget to recognize the wise and gracious 
Providence that has so directed our course ana blessed our labors in the past, and 
to render thanks to the Most High for it 

He announces the death of five members of the Grand Chapter since the last An- 
nual Convocation, and pays a fitting tribute of respect to their memory. 

Three dispensations were issued for the formation of new Chapters. 

The address is brief and concise, stating clearly his official acts ; all which were 
confined to matters of local interest. 

The question of recognizing the Grand Chapter of West Virginia was postponed 
nntil after the triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter, to be held in 
Nashville in November, 1874. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence presented the following report, which was 
adopted : 

1. The Grand High Priest in his Address requests a construction of Section 27 
of the Constitution. The committee are of the opinion that the section should be 
construed precisely as it reads, with respect to vacancies in elective offices occa- 
sioned by removal, after election, beyond the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter. 
We hold that such removal, with intent to make a residence without the jurisdiction, 
creates a vacancy ; nor does it vary the case from the fact that the companion re- 
turns soon after and becomes a resident within the jurisdiction. The vacancy is 
caused by the removal with intent to reside without the jurisdiction, and a return 
does not fill the vacancy. 

2. The inquiry is put to us, “Has a Chapter the right to assess a tax upon ita 
members for necessary Masonic purposes ? n Our answer is, undoubtedly; and upgn 
the same principle that a Chapter may impose the payment of ordinary dues to meet 
its liabilities, or to conduct its business. If it may impose ordinary dues, it may cer- 
tainly require the payment of extraordinary dues when the exigency of the case 
requires it ; of whicn it may be the sole judge. It may enforce the payment of such 
tax upon all such companions as were members of the Chapter at the time it is 
assessed, in the same manner as the payment of other dues. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the pen of Comp. D. A. Ogden, and 
although the fint we have seen of his workmanship in that line, is an able, courteous, 
and comprehensive paper. He reviews the transactions of thirty-one Grand Chap- 
ters, California for 1872 receiving kindly and faternal notice. He dissents from our 
views relative to the Order of High Priesthood, and presents his ideas in the fol- 
lowing language : 

The question with os has been definitely settled, and settled adversely to the views 
of the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of California. We 
regard the Order of High Priesthood as important, as instructive, as essential to the 
fuu investment of the High Priest in all his functions ; and until he is thus authorita- 
tively and solemnly invested with his full honors and functions; in short, until he is 
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anointed in due form and by competent authority, he is not qualified in fnll to execute 
all the duties of a High Priest. It is undoubtedly true that Doth a diversity of views 
and of practice, decisions and authority, obtain in different Grand Bodies, yet we 
are content with our own view and practice, and believe it the right view of the 
matter, though we have no hard words for those who differ with us, or whose prac- 
tices fall short of what we regard as the full measure of work and authority. 

So long as New York is satisfied with her practice, we do not feel like arguing 
the matter further, but regret that we cannot fully agree with our companions of 
that jurisdiction. 

Under the head of Connecticut, Comp. Ogden expresses our views fully on the 
objection question. He says : 

We agree with him (Comp. Lockwood) in his dissent from the opinion expressed 
in the Address of the Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Michigan, in regard 
to the advancement of a candidate, to whom objection is made, after having been 
elected and received, and after entering upon his progress in the degrees. At any 
stage the single objection, followed by a single black ball, is sufficient to stay the 
march ; and ne who objects or who casts the ball may not be called to account or 

a uestioned for his reasons or conduct. The ancient landmark has fixed the rule, and 
le reasons for it are ample, although in some cases it may act harshly and unjustly. 
The following, under the bead of Bouth Carolina, we fully indorse : 

“ I would earnestly urge upon the subordinate Chapters a closer scrutiny into the 
fitness of candidates in the first place, and more careful exercise of patienoe in 
teaching the ritual . 77 

The subject thus presented is one of general interest and importance. The truth 
is that almost everywhere there is too much anxiety and eagerness to gain in num- 
bers, and too little scrutiny into character and fitness ; and then, again, when the 
portals are opened and the candidate has crossed the threshold, there is too much 
haste in hurrying him through. His instruction and education by the way is neg- 
lected, the solemn and beautiful lessons as they are unfolded in an orderly and befit- 
ting and Masonic way, are either entirely passed, or so hastily and casually pre- 
sented, explained, and impressed, as to really and entirely fail of their object, and 
in many instances only serve to bewilder, if not to disgust. Masonry is really a science, 
needs to be studied, reflected upon, and thus engraven upon the mind and conscience 
to remain indelibly fixed, and to grow and deepen with the lapse of time. We com- 
mend this subject to the thoughtful attention of subordinate Chapters. When your 
Chapters have an application, let there be no haste, but careful inquiry into the char- 
acter, standing, ana qualifications of those who ask the high favor of association with 
the Royal Craftsmen, and a knowledge of their Becrets, their mode of work, and 
their exalted privileges ; and when satisfied, and the candidate is accepted, then 
admit him and advance him only in due and ample form. Let him feel and know 
that the work in which he is engaged, the ceremonies through which he passes, the 
obligations he assumes, and all the solemn lessons that are imparted to him, are 
really and truly worthy of his attention, and calculated to elevate his thoughts, pu- 
rity his heart, and to fix therein the impress of truth, virtue, and charity. Do not 
push him through, as though the only object was to reach the end in the quiokest 
and shortest way, and the only desire to secure his membership. Let him under- 
stand and feel that the benefit is to him, and not to the Chapter only. In this way, 
and in this way only, will the Chapters become influential and useful, and the Order 
command the respect and exercise the power which of right should cluster about it. 
Wheu none but the good, the wise, and the true have place among the Craftsmen, 
then will it become Royal— not because of the titles of tnis world, but from the char- 
acter, standing, and manliness of those who belong to its ranks. 

In this connection, and as entirely germain to it, we would suggest that a remedy 
for the evil of a too hasty and neglectful conferring of the degrees, the disregard of 
the ritual, the bungling, not to say worse than useless imparting of the lectures and 
lessons, so essential to a full knowledge of the subject, will be avoided and the evil 
best corrected and overcome by a firm and inexorable rule that Chapters must not 
work unless instructed to work correctly. Some, if not the main fault, lies in the 
ignorance, the want of Btudy and knowledge on the pait of the officers of subordi- 
nate Chapters ; they attempt to do what they cannot do, and. to work when they 
have neither skill, knowledge, or intelligence to do it in a proper and becoming 
manner. Let the Grand Chapter, by making it the duty of its officers, or by some 
competent and instructed officer, see to it, by frequent visitations and instruction, 
that the subordinate Chapters and their officers are competent and well informed, 
and able to confer all the degrees with all their parts, ahd then that they do it, and 
a change would soon be effected, and the character of the Craft elevated in its per- 
onale and in its influence. 
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There are one hundred and eighty-seven Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an ag- 
gregate membership of 16,812. 

The M.\ E.\ Thomas C. Cassidy was eleoted Grand High Priest, and the Er. 
Chbistophxe G. Fox was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Buffalo. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina held its twenty-fifth Annual Convocation in 
the city of Wilmington, commencing on the second day of June, 1873,— the M.'JEr. 
John Nichols, Grand High Priest, presiding, the E.\ Thomas B. Cask being 
Grand Secretary. 

Ten subordinates were represented at the opening. The Grand High Priest de- 
livered an excellent Address, from which we extract the following : 

The year has not been an eventful one as regards Capitular Masonry in our jurisdic- 
tion. we can only say that we have made another twelve months 7 journey over the 
rough and rugged road of life, and some of our companions have finished their pil- 
grimage ; ana while we meet amid the ruins of our earthly courts as weary Bojoum- 
ers, they have reached the Heavenly Temple, and are filling its arches with the mel- 
ody of praise. 

While the hearts of the Overseers have not been gladdened daring the past year 
by a large amount of work for our temple, we have to congratulate ourselves on the 
harmony which prevails within our borders. How shall we successfully address our- 
selves to the task of removing the rubbish and rebuilding our waste places? It is a 
labor worth our attention, and one which, if successfully inaugurated and completed, 
will redound to our honor and to the usefulness of our order. It has been said that, 
u rightfully considered, all nature is the tabernacle of God, constructed for his wor- 
ship. The tabernacle of the wilderness was a miniature model of the whole earth. 
Every man has a part assigned to him in the occupying and adorning of this won- 
derful tabernacle, whose floor is the green fields, whose walls are tne rocks and 
mountains, and whose roof is the blue vaulted sky. Every man who performs a 
day's work is a fellow worker with God in carrying out his design in creation, in im- 
proving the faoe of nature, changing the wilderness into a garden, developing the 
latent resources and capabilities of the earth, converting its crude materials into 
shapes of beauty and forms of usefulness, in making the world fairer and richer, and 
thus better fitted as the home of man and the shrine of the Most High. The farmer 
who makes grass grow upon the mountains and converts the waste places of the 
earth into fertile meadows and smiling cornfields ; the laborer who drains and trench- 
es the soil ; the engineer who constructs bridges and roads ; the architect who builds 
dwellings and temples ; the artisan who changes the metalic ore and the timbers of 
the eartn into useful and ornamental articles ; the manufacturer who adapts to hu- 
man uses the raw materials which the earth furnishes ; the artist who idealizes the 
scenes and the objects of nature and of human life— are each and all contributing to 
make the earth a tabernacle of God's glory and for man's worship and welfare." 
What is true in the physical world is equally true in the moral — of those who labor 
to improve the conditions, moral and pecuniary, of their fellow-men, and aid a re- 
formation. 

It was my fervent wish that I might be able, at the close of my present and last 
term of official service, to report an increase of prosperity to capitular masonry in 
this jurisdiction, but I sincerely regret that the present state of the oraft will not jus- 
tify me in so doing. 

We regret exceedingly the apathy which evidently prevails among the compan- 
ions in North Carolina, and trust that a better state of feeling will speedily be inaugu- 
rated. The following gives a melancholy picture of the condition of affairs in that 
jurisdiction : 

I again oall your attention to the apathy and indifference of subordinate Chap- 
ters. l cannot see the reason for allowing Chapters -Chapters in name only— to 
hold charters and meet about once in every year, never exalt a candidate, never pay 
any dues, and are never represented at the Grand Chapter, and practically are a 
moth —a blot on the fame of Masonry. I therefore recommend that the Grand Sec- 
retary be instructed to furnish a list of the chartered Chapters in North Carolina to 
the Grand High Priest, with a statement of the amount owing by each, when last rep- 
resented in the Grand Chapter, and that the Grand High Priest be requested to arrest 
the charter of every Chapter that has neither made returns, been represented, nor 
paid its annual dues for two years. I repeat that it is better to have a few live, 
working and paying Chapters than so many idle non-paying ones. Apply the scal- 
pel, companions, and I am fully satisfied that it will be attended with happy results. 
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The troth is, companions, we have too many drones— individual drones and Chapter 
drones. Who would give a dozen good worlring Masons, who do their duty, for tre- 
b le the number who never attend our meetings and are never to *be found when 
needed, and who do not seem to appreciate the fact that they are Masons at all. 
They do well for a season, but soon the novelty of the thing ceases, and it is rarely 
they are seen at our convocations. A few members do all the work and all the pay- 
ing, and are held responsible for the character of Masonry, both fraternal and finan- 
cial. The same relation that an individual Mason bears to his Chapter, a Chapter 
bears to its Grand Chapter. Deliver us from such drones ! To many of my compan- 
ions in this jurisdiction, this position may, and doubtless will be objectionable ; to 
others it may seem unwise, but it is because I love Masonry and desire the preserva- 
tion of its purity and stability that I thus recommend the probe to its sores. I can 
only suggest a remedy, it is for you to apply it or not, as yonr judgment dictates. 

A move in the right direction was made by repealing so much of the resolutions 
of 1868 as provided for the appointment of Custodians of the Work, and giving the 
Grand High Priest power to appoint euoh companions as Grand Lecturers as he 
might deem qualified to act in that capacity. 

An excellent Report on Correspondence was presented by Comps. Taotcxs M. 
Gardner and Horace H. Munson, who thus introduce themselves : 

To the M. E. Grand BoyctL Arch Chapter of North Carolina : 

We two, who appear before you clothed in the garb of Reporters, together with 
one other, (Comp. Southgate, who has our thanks for material aid,) knowing that 
you were last year disappointed in having a Foreign Correspondent’s Report, you 
would not overlook like inaction again this year, desire making this statement. 

Owing to the continued inability of P. G. H. P., Comp. Alfred Martin, the regu- 
larly appointed chairman, to perform the duty assigned him, we, the balance of the 
committee, have endeavored, so far as time permitted, to fill, in a measure, the va- 
cuum so made ; and having written apart from each other, and no time for compari- 
son, our opinions may at times clash and a repetition of the same idea may occa- 
sionally occur, yet over all we trust the mantle of charity will be thrown, and due 
allowance made for whatever is amiss. 

The transactions of twenty-nine Grand Chapters pass the ordeal of their criti- 
cism, among them California for 1872. They quote freely and approvingly from the 
address of Comp. English and from our report of that year, but can not agree with 
us upon the question of the right of an officer to resign. Well, we may be in the 
wrong, but no argument has yet been adduced of sufficient weight to induce us to 
change our opinion. 

Under the head of South Carolina, the committee say : 

We notice this Grand Chapter prints its report on Foreign Correspondence in ad- 
vance and places it in the hands of its members, thus saving time during its session. 

This course has always been pursued in California. It not only saves time during 
the session, but gives the members an opportunity to examine the report before it 
is printed with the proceedings, that any objectionable matter may be eliminated,— 
for reporters do not always express the sentiments, opinions, or ideas of the bodies 
for which they write. 

Under the same head we find the following sly hit at the representative system : 

“ If Grand Representation does no good it can do no harm, and may be at least 
a source of little innocent amusement when the ambassador presents his credentials 
and responds to the welcome given him.” 

We think it would be a good idea to create a side degree and call it the Grand 
Representative degree, and part of the P. M. degree might be tacked on to spin it 
out and make it duly impressive. 

In commenting upon the following resolutions, the committee express our ideas 
fully : 

We find, among the Standing Regulations, two which strike us, and we annex 
them, recording, however, our disapproval of the first : 

“ Resolved , That whenever a Chapter is convened in regular or special convoca- 
tion, it should always be opened in the Royal Arch Degree, and if work is to be done 
in an inferior degree, the Koval Arch Chapter should be called off to open in the de- 
gree to be conferred, then closed in that degree, and the Royal Arch Chapter oalled 
on, and always closed in the Royal Arch Degree, on the same day. 
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“Resolved, That the practice of collecting affiliation fee from regular Royal Arch 
Masons is nnmasonic, and its continuance in subordinate Chapters is hereby prohib* 
ted by this Grand Chapter. 1 ’ 

We would like to hear Comp. Smythe’s reasons for disapproving the first and 
agreeing to the last. As for ourselves, we approve the first and disapprove the sec- 
ond. It is very evident no degree can be conferred except in open Chapter, else 
why the necessity of opening the Chapter at all? Why not open a M. M. or P. M. 
degree, do the work, and close and go home ? And we can not see why the collec- 
tion of an affiliated fee is unmasonic — explain, companion. 

The committee conclude their report as follows : 

And now, companions, our labors are ended. If they meet not your expectations, 
remember their preparation has been under many difficulties, taken not from the 
time of refreshment and sleep, but rather from that belonging to our daily pursuits— 
to you, certainly, we need offer no apology for their imperfections. To those of our 
confreres who are kindly disposed, and “ know how it is themselves,” we expect 
“ that charity that worketh no ill ; ” but to those reporters who wilfully wait with 
hungry eyes to tear our pet limb from limb, we say do your worst, this is your first 
and only chance, for we never expect to appear before you in this capacity again. 

We trust our worthy companions will be induced to change their resolution, as 
we have not had half enough of them yet. 

The M.\ E. m . H. H. Munson was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ T. 
M. Gardner was elected Grand Secretary. Address : Wilmington. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia held a special Convocation in the city of Hal- 
ifax on the twenty-seventh day of December, 1872, for the purpose principally of 
considering amendments to the Constitution. 

The fourth Annual Convocation was held in the same place on the third day of 
June, 1873, the M.\ E.\ S. R. Siroom, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\E.\ James 
Gossip being Grand Secretary. Five subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest, in his Address, clearly seta forth his official acts, and rep- 
resents the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in that jurisdiction as most prosperous 
and satisfactory. He had appointed Representatives near twenty Grand Chapters, 
and announces that their relations with the Grand Chapter of England, and those of 
this continent, without a single exception, continue to be of the most friendly and 
satisfactory character. 

The Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland still refusing to recognize this Grand 
Chapter on account of the small number of its admissions and the paucity of its 
funds, the Grand High Priest cites five Grand Chapters the number of whose yearly 
admissions are less than those of Nova Scotia, and very truly says : “ Numbers are 
not at all times an evidence of prosperity. The Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland, 
however, may be ftilly convinced of one wholesome fact, that the Grand Chapter of 
Nova Scotia is a firm organization, and that it has placed capitular Masonry in this 
Province in that prosperous condition, that otherwise it never would have occupied. 
We can wait for the recognition of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland ; if it 
comes, well and good, we shall rejoice ; if not, we can do without it.” 

The Committee of General Purposes, deeming the action of the Supreme Grand 
Chapter of Scotland to be hostile, declared two Chapters holding under that Grand 
Body,— viz., Union Chapter, No. 108, held in Yarmouth, and St. John's Chapter, No. 
130, held in Pictou,— to be irregular Chapters and forbade the subordinate Chapters 
from holding any Masonic communication with them. 

We regret the necessity for such a proceeding, but we do not see what other 
course the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia could have pursued under the circum- 
stances. 

The Report on Correspondence is' again from the genial pen of Comp. James 
Gossip, the Grand Secretary. He reviews in a pleasant and courteous manner the 
transactions of twenty-nine Grand Chapters, California for 1873 receiving a kindly 
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and fraternal notice. He concurs in the action of Past Grand High Priest Neff in 
declaring vacant the office of a High Priest who was not a member of any Lodge, 
and says : 

We would infer that in the Grand Chapter of California, suspension or expulsion 
from a Lodge, necessarily means suspension or expulsion from the Chapter, without 
trial, as we notice the following question presented by Comp. Wiggin : 

“ Does the restoration of a member of a Lodge after suspension, restore him in 
the Chapter?” 

Which was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. We can find no answer 
to the question. 

Comp. Gossip is correct in his inference, but the committee took one year to an- 
swer the question. 

The interesting Report on Foreign Correspondence is again by the Grand Secre- 
tary, Charles Louis Wiggin. In reviewing Nova Scotia he mentions the fact that 
amongst a list of appointments made by our G. H. P., of Representatives near other 
Grand Chapters, be notices the name of Comp. Charles Marsh, as Representative 
near the Grand Chapter of California, which is quite correct, but we fail to find in 
the proceedings that Comp. Marsh had presented his credentials as such. We 
hope he has not been frightened by the Grand Chapter of Scotland bngbear. 

Comp. Marsh, not thinking that any delay would be had in the recognition of the 
Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, placed his credentials in the hands of the Grand Sec- 
retary, but when recognition was postponed, he withdrew them to await a more aus- 
picious opportunity. 

Comp*. Gossip farther says : 

We observe in another part of the Proceedings that the subject matter of the 
circular issued by the Committee of General Purposes of the Grand Chapter of Nova 
Sootia in reference to the action of the Grand Chapter of Scotland in selfishly de- 
clining recognition of our Grand Body, was taken up, and after lengthy discussion, 
ordered to be referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, with instructions to re- 
port thereon at the next Annual Convocation. 

We are at a loss to Bee any reason for this procrastination and useless waste of 
time on a subject which it appears to us, the common sense of the Grand Chapter of 
California should have settled immediately, and which is hardly of snch importance 
as to require a twelvemonths deliberation. 

We sincerely thank Comp. Grand Secretary Charles Louis Wiggin for the inde- 
pendent and hearty interest he appears to take in our welfare, and assure him that 
nis own remarks as to our stability and the solidness of our foundation are as correct 
as truth can be, notwithstanding the selfish (we must again reiterate that word) op- 
position of the Grand Chapter of Scotland, which, however, we consider of little mo- 
ment. 

We assure our companions of Nova Scotia that no one will more rejoice than our- 
self to witness their prompt recognition by every Grand Chapter in the universe, and 
our good offices shall not be wanting, if required, to accomplish that result. 

On the question of affiliation, or rather non-affiliation, Comp. Gossip is sound. He 
says, under the head of Iowa : 

The question of affiliation, which we consider of importance, has been receiving 
considerable attention of late at the hands of some of the Grand Chapters. Our in- 
dividual opinion is that no companion should be allowed to continue a member of a 
Chapter who is unaffiliated to a Blue Lodge, and that no petition of an unaffiliated 
Mason for membership should be entertained. There are, however, differences of 
opinion amongst us on the question, which in all probability will be settled at our 
next Annual Convocation, as the subject then comes up for discussion. 

Upon the subject of allowing the use of substitutes, the Grand Chapter of Nova 
Beotia appears to have taken similar action to that had by the General Grand Chap- 
ter of the United States at its last Triennial Conclave ; as, under the head of Kan- 
sas, Comp. Gossip has the following : 

In the Report on Foreign Correspondence presented by Comp. E. T. Carr, Grand 
Secretary, our proceedings for 1871 are favorably noticed. We beg to state, how- 
ever, in answer to a remark “ that dispensations are required in our jurisdiction to 
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nee substitutes in emergent cases,” that this question has been set at rest by recent 
enactments, the Grand Chapter having sanctioned a resolution presented by the Com- 
mittee of General Purposes, deciding that the nse of substitutes was not considered 
contrary to any Masonic law or usage, and leaving the matter in the hands of the 
High Priest of each Chapter. 

There are five Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership of 225. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Halifax. 

OHIO. 

The Grand Chapter of Ohio held its fifty-seventh Annual Convocation in the city 
of Toledo on the second day of September, 1873, the Jf.\ E;. J. Kelly O’Nball, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the JL\ Er. James Nesbitt being Grand Secretary. 
The proceedings for 1872 failed to reach us from some cause, and we are therefore 
unable to review them. We hope however there may be no more interruptions, for 
we like to have complete files for our reports as well as for our archives. 

One hundred and thirty subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an Able and elaborate Address, from which we 
make the following extracts : 

My attention has been called to a matter not unworthy of your consideration, and 
which manifests too little regard for the spirit of oar regulations. It is the rapid 
succession with which, in some Chapters, the degrees are conferred. Our laws, it is 
true, still recognize cases of emergency. But the emergency must be real, not fan- 
cied. The mere desire to gratify some brother’s new-born zeal for advancement, or 
to accommodate the convenience of the Chapter, will not make an emergency, nor 
justify the conferring of degrees more rapidly than the spirit of our laws contem- 
plate. Masonry is an education, both of the mind and the heart, and for the growth 
and development of which time and labor are as essential as for the acquisition of 
knowledge in any other department. And this should be impressed upon the mind 
of the candidate, as an incentive to study, and to acquire a Knowledge of the sub- 
lime truths and mysteries revealed only to the earnest and sincere inquirer. And 
this desire it should be the object of our ceremonial to stimulate and direct. 

The following shows a healthy state of the Royal Craft in Ohio : 

The history of Royal Arch Masonry in Ohio daring the past year has been crown- 
ed with peace, and onr Chapters have enjoyed the results of peaceful labor— pros- 

M . The courts of our tabernacles may not have been thronged with applicants 
mission as during a few of the years preceding, but the returns will show that 
the additions to our numbers indicate, if not a rapid, a steady and vigorous growth, 
assuring the perpetuity of our institution, nnd giving renewed promise of moral and 
intellectual excellence. 

Ohio is by no means alone in the following cause of complaint : 

A great majority of the questions submitted for my determination have been an- 
swered by a mere reference to the roles for the government of your subordinates ; 
and if companions would devote to their examination only a small portion of the 
time consumed in stating their propositions to the Grand officers, such questions 
would remain unasked. But an acquaintance with the enactments of this Grand 
Chapter seems, bv too many of the subordinates, not to be regarded as a necessary 

S ualification for the office High Priest: and a knowledge of their provisions to form 
le exception rather than the rule. This is forcibly indicated by the fact that in sev- 
eral instances the High Priests of Chapters long established have informed me that 
a copy of the rules and regulations prescribed for their government did not, and for 
years had not, existed, within their jurisdictions. I suggest, as having some tenden- 
cy to remedy this evil, that Chapters be required to bind and preserve one or more 
copies of the proceedings with which they are supplied. 

If High Priests would but examine the law for themselves, there would be but 
few instances where the Grand High Priest’s riper experience and superior knowl- 
edge would be called into requisition. 

We note the following decisions : 

I. After the recommendation and consent for the formation of a new Chapter 
has been given by the nearest chartered Chapter, the petition therefor oannot be al- 
tered by adding to or striking therefrom the names of petitioners. 
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n. The members of recommending Chapters who are petitioners for the forma- 
tion of a new Chapter, are, at the constitution of such new Chapter under its Charter, 
demitted from the old Chapter, and become members of the new. But such demis- 
sion does not operate to release the petitioners from the payment of dues that may 
have accrued against them in such recommending Chapter, before the constitution of 
the new one under its charter. And for their non-payment they are liable to be 
dealt with in the same manner as if they remained members of the Chapter in which 
the dues accrued. 

III. A Past High Priest who has been suspended for non-payment of dues, cannot* 
while so suspended, install the officers of a Chapter, and an installation by such sus- 
pended Past High Priest is void. 

IV. The indefinite suspension for gross unmasonic conduct of a companion who 
objects to the advancement of a candidate who* has been elected to receive the capit- 
ular degrees, removes the objection. And on the removal of the objection by such 
indefinite suspension of the objector, thfe High Priest should at a regular Convocation, 
announce in open Chapter that the objection is removed, and that if no further ob- 
jection be maae (the fees being on deposit) the degree will be conferred at the next 
regular or some subsequent Convocation ; but that the candidate should not be ad- 
vanced until one month after the announcement in open Chapter that the objection 
has been removed. 

V. A candidate petitioned for and was elected to receive the Mark Master’s de- 
gree, which was regularly conferred, and at a subsequent meeting he received the 
Past Master’s degree, but after it was conferred, and at the same meeting it was dis- 
covered that no ballot had been had for his advancement to that degree. Held, 
that he had received the Past Master’s degree, and was entitled to all the privileges 
of a Chapter Past Master, and that a ballot for his election to the degree after it had 
been conferred was without effect. 

A somewhat condensed Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. 8. M. 
Sullivan. He reviews briefly but courteously the transactions of thirty-one Grand 
Chapters, California for 1873 being of the number. 

ThiB jurisdiction has 137 subordinates with an aggregate membership of 7909. 

The M.\Er. J. Kelly O’Neall was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the Rr.Er. 
James Nesbitt was re-eleoted Grand Secretary. Address : Troy. 

OREGON. 

The Grand Chapter of Oregon held its thirteenth Annual Convocation in the City 
of Portland, on the sixth day of June, 1873. 

The Mr. Er. James R. Baylet, Grand High Priest, presided, the Er. Er. R. P. 
Earhart being Grand Secretary. All the Grand Officers were present and five of 
the six subordinate Lodges were represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a brief Address, returning thanks to the Grand 
High Priest of the Universe for blessings received, and reciting his official acts. He 
appears to have a trife appreciation of the importance of Reports on Correspondence, 
and especially of such reports as Comp. Patton writes. We endorse every word of 
the following : 

Our Chairman on Foreign Correspondence compares well with those of other 
jurisdictions whose numbers fere far in our advance. And I would say that the 
expense of publishing is nothing in comparison to the benefits derived from a full 
review by our Committee of the proceedings of other Grand Jurisdictions where we 
find differences of opinion given and questions settled that would not be done in any 
other way than by a good natured criticism, and in a friendly manner. And I there- 
fore commend our Chairman for his zenl in reviewing, at length, our Sister Grand 
Bodies, and hope that the new Chairman, whoever he may be* will not neglect a full 
report at our next Grand Convocation. 

The pamphlet containing the transactions of this Grand Chapter is one of the most 
elegant which has come before us, typographically and otherwise, and reflects 
credit upon all concerned in its compilation. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance in the Treasury of $338 12. 

The Special Committee to whom was referred the Grand High Priest’s Address 
reported that, "after a careful scrutiny they were unable to find therein, any matter 
requiring any speoial action by your Grand Body.” 
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A committee of three was appointed to revise the Constitution and to present a 
code of By-Laws for adoption at the next Annual Convocation. 

The Report on Correspondence is in Comp. Patton’s best style, which is all that 
need be said in its praise. He reviews the transactions of thirty-two Grand Chapters, 
giving California for 1872, her fair share of kindly and fraternal notice. He says of 
'Our report of that year : 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary, presents a review of thirty-two 
Grand Chapters, which we have carefully examined, and find in it much to commend, 
and but little to condemn. , 

In his review of the general Grand Chapter he takes issue with the General Grand 
High Priest, and modestly, but emphatically djssents from the opinion that a Chapter 
U. D. is a “ temporary and inchoate body.” 

Comp. Taylob, of Iowa, also dissented from the same proposition, and we notioe 
that his Grand Chapter dissented from him. It always appeared strange to us that 
an organization, temporary or otherwise, did not possess tne power to discipline its 
own members — that the law was defective ; yet, as so many eminent jurists laid down 
the broad principle, and maintained its convictions, that we have reluctantly acqui- 
esced, and can now smile complacently at those who contend otherwise. 

We call Comp. Patton’s notice to the fact that a majority of our brother report- 
ers concur in our conclusions. 

Under the head of District of Columbia, he quotes from Comp. Larnxb’s report rel- 
ative to non-affiliates, and in his comments hits the nail squarely on the head, and 
drives it home. Comp. Lahnxb, in reviewing North Carolina, complains of the 
action of the Grand Lodge of that State in passing a stringent resolution relative to 
non-affiliates, and calls upon that Grand Body to repeal it. In commenting upon this 
Comp. Patton says : 

It is truly wonderful that great minds will differ. The action of the Grand Lodge 
of North Carolina, in our opinion, was no more than she had a perfect right to do, 
and we rejoice that she had the nerve to place herself square upon the record in the 
matter. If we understand the resolution, the Grand Lodge of North Carolina says 
to Master Masons , that such and Buch things are required at your hands, and makes 
no allusion whatever to Grand Chapter or R. A. Masons. It Is all imagination with 
Bro. Labner, In supposing that they were dictating to Grand Chapter. 

Whenever a companion has reasons “ satisfactory to himself” for remaining non* 
affiliated with a Lodge, he should be allowed to eploy them all alone, outside of any 
Masonic organization. To become a R. A. Mason he must be a Master Mason, and in 
our humble opinion his relation to some Lodge should be maintained. 

The above is the doctrine we have ever maintained. A Mason who will Bhirk his 
duties to the Lodge, where all the real work of Masonry is done, is unworthy the 
name, and should be “ thrown over among the rubbish.” # 

We should be glad to follow Comp. Patton further in his admirable report, but 
“ Time ’s up.” 

The M.\ K\ James R. Bayley was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the 
R. P. Eabhart was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Salem. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

We find in the pamphlet containing the transactions of the Grand Chapter of 
Pennsylvania the records of four Quarterly and the Annual. Grand Communication. 

At the first Quarterly Communication, held in Philadelphia, February 1st, 1872, 
the officers of two of the subordinate Chapters were severely censured for certain 
irregularities in their work. At the Quarterly Communication held November sev- 
enth, 1872, a fraternal recognition was extended to the Grand Chapter of West Vir- 
ginia. The other business transacted at the Quarterly Communications was of purely 
local interest. 

The “ Annual Grand Communication,” as it is termed in Pennsylvania, was held 
in the city of Philadelphia on St. John’s Day, December twenty-seventh, 1872, all the 
Grand Officers being present, and we notice some among them which would look 
strangely upon our roll, such for instance as Grand Marshal, Senior and Junior Grand 
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Master of Ceremonies, and Grand Pursuivant. We have no officers which corres- 
pond with the above-named in oar jurisdiction. 

The M.\ E.\ Comp. Charles E. Meter, Grand High Priest, was received and 
greeted as the Representative of the Grand Mark Lodge of England, with the rank 
of Past Senior Grand Warden. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an able and interesting Address, in which he 
frilly sets forth his official acts, and gives a good account of his stewardship. 

The following decision relative to the physical qualifications of candidates meets 
oar hearty approval : 

In reply to a question by one of the District Deputy Grand Hi gh Priests, I decided 
that the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, page 40, Article ay, Section 39, pre- 
scribes the qualification of a candidate. “ That he shall have some visible means of 
an honest livelihood, be a Past Master either by election or dispensation, in good 
standing with the fraternity and the Master Mason’s Lodge from which he hails, and 
competent to perform all the work in the degrees he applies for. 

“ If the candidate can comply with all the above requirements, the loss of three 
of his fingers of the left hand should not debar his advancement. To be made a 
Mason, he must be a perfect man and sound in all his liipbs and members ; to be ad- 
vanced in Masonry, he must be able to do the work and prove himself an expert 
workman.’' 

The following letter from our learned companion, Wm. James Huohah, on the * 
degree of Past Master, will be found interesting : 

Truro, England, October 1, 1872. 

My Bear Friend and M. E. Grand High Priest : 

I am anxious so write you re, the Past Master’s Degree, according to promise 
made by me last year, and desirous of doing so before your next annual meeting. 

As a fact, however, I have found it a most diffinclt subject to write about, as so 
little is discoverable of its early history. 

When the degree first took its rise 1 know not as yet, but am continuing my re- 
searches, and may yet be able to elucidate the point. I might write a great deal on 
the subject, but out bono f A deal would be purely apochryphal, and so, is better 
left unsaid than written. 

It seems to have been the custom (in fact was) of the <‘ Grand Lodge according 
to the old Constitutions ” (called the “ Ancients ”) to confer the Past Master’s De- 
gree in a Craft Lodge to candidates for Royal Arch Masonry. No separate Chapters 
or warrants were required to work the Royal Arch Degree under the * ‘Ancients,” 
and it seems to me most probable that the “ Installation Ceremony ” originated with 
that Body ; at least became prominent, and a separate Degree under their manage- 
ment. If so, it is not older than, say 120 years. The Grand Lodge of the “ Ancients*’ 
was not actually formed, and no regular records kept, until after A. D. 1750. The 
minutes still exist, and commence A. D. 1752. The Grand Lodge of England is the 
custodian thereof. 

Whether the regular Grand Lodge, or in other words, the Grand Lodge was 
formed A. D. 1717, had a knowledge of the Degree bo early as 1750, 1 can not yet 
say positively, although there does appear evidence that a ceremony of some sort 
was observed at the installation of a Worshipful Master of a Lodge. In the Consti- 
tution of the Grand Lodge of England, published A. D. 1788, there is an engraving 
is the 14 47th Problem of Euclid,” which is the Jewel of the Past Master’s Degree. 

Under the “ Modems ” (so called, or the Grand Lodge of 1717) separate warrants 
were required to work the “ Royal Arch,” as that Degree was not actually recognised 
until the 44 Union of 1813.” (It virtually was, however, as the leading members of 
Grand Lodge, from Grand Master downwards, were the officers of the Grand Chap- 
ter.) Their first Royal Arch Constitution was published A. D. 1788, and second edi- 
tion, 1782, both of which I have. The use of substitutes, or any law requiring a cer- 
tain number to be exalted, was unknown. Since the 41 Union of A. D. 1813,” the 
Past Master’s Degree has been confined to the elected Master of a Lodge, and to such 
alone. Hence all Past Masters in England, have actually served the office of Master 
of a Lodge for a period of twelve months. The only prerequisite, masonically,for 
Royal Arch Masonry, being twelve months a member of the Third Degree. Until re- 
cently, in Scotland, the System of Capitular Freemasonry prevailing in the United 
States was adopted, but at the Grand Lodge held the 5th February last, It was de- 
cided to return to the old English system, and hence the Grand Chapter of Scotland 
has retired from the control of the Past Master’s Degree, and left it entirely in the 
hands of the Grand Lodge. 

The following are the terms of the agreement: 
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1. That the Grand Lodge shall recognize a ceremonial or Degree to be conferred 
on Masters of Lodges on their taking the Chair of a Lodge similar to that conferred in 
England and Ireland. 

2. That a Register shall be kept by the Grand Clerk of Installed Masters, and 
he shall record the name of every installed Master therein, and furnish a diploma 
upon a certificate being sent, signed by three recorded Installed Masters, that the 
Ceremonial or Degree has been duly conferred. The fee for registration and diploma 
to be 2 8. 6 d. 

3. That this Ceremonial or Degree shall under no circumstances whatever be 
conferred on any one except the actual Master of a Lodge, or one who produces a 
certificate from .the Lodge that he has occupied a chair as duly elected Master. 

4. That with the view of carrying out these resolutions, three or more Masters of 
Lodges or Past Masters, to be selected by the Grand Lodge, shall procure themselves 
duly installed by three or more English or Irish Installed Masters, and shall thereupon 
adjust the Ritual to be used in future. 

6. That thereafter the said Installed Master shall duly install three or more Past 
Masters in the cities of Glasgow, Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, Ac., and in any of the 
larger towns, the Brethren in which may desire it 

6. That the Ceremonial or Degree shall only be conferred when three or more 
Installed Masters are present, and any Lodge having that number of Installed Mas- 
ters present at a meeting may confer the Ceremonial or Degree upon its Master 
but in the event of any Lodge not having a sufficient number of Installed Masters, 
it shall be competent to the Masters of that Lodge to procure himself duly installed 
at any Lodge having three Installed Masters, provided he produce evidence to the 
satisfaction of these Installed Masters that he is a bona fide Master of a Lodge. 

In Ireland, the Past Master’s Degree is also confined (or supposed to be) to the 
Masters elect of Craft Lodges, and a ceremony of some sort is worked, as in England, 
and as it is to be now in Scotland. The ceremony itself is most interesting and 
rather lengthy. The charges to the officers are valuable if onlv followed as they 
should be, and altogether an installation according to the English Ritual is most im- 
posing. 

In Ireland there is much irregularity as to the installation ceremony, but the three 
countries now agree in having a distinct ceremony or degree, for the Worshipful 
Master elect of a Craft Lodge, and more correctly speaking, it should be termed the 
Installation Master’s Degree, rather than the Past Master’s. 

With every respect and good wishes to you, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 
and the Supreme Grand Chapter, 

Believe me, fraternally and faithfully yours, 

William James Huohak. 


The following decision we fully endorse: 

Right of High Priest to Provide Banquet. 

The following has also been asked: 

“ Has the High PrieBt of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons the right to appoint a 
committee to provide a banquet, without first receiving the official sanction of the 
Chapter to such expenditure of the funds of the body.” 

I decided that 14 the High PrieBt had no such right— that the Chapter has alone the 
control of its funds.” 

There are many interesting and historical sketches, addresses, etc., that we should 
be glad to quote from had we time or space ; but both are wanting, and we forbear. 

We now come to the Report on Correspondence, presented by Comp. William J. 
Kelly, who, although a new laborer in the vineyard, has given us a 14 specimen oi 
his skill such as will pass the test of the Master Overseer’s square.” He thus intro- 
duces himself to the quill-driving fraternity : 

Making our bow on this our first appearance before oor companions, we do so 
with all the more confidence, because we generally find a kind fraternal spirit per- 
vading the whole corps reportorial. In the very few instances which are excep- 
tional. we think it the duty of all to admonish the erring companions kindly, but 
sufficiently forcible to make harshness unpopular ; for while we personally believe 
in the widest scope of criticism, we do not think it either creditable to our intelli- 
gence as men, honorable to our Order as being governed by the broad principles of 
charity, or desirable to the unification of our different Grand jurisdictions, to have 
harsh, unbecoming, and unkind sentiments expressed, where apparently we can not 
agree upon some point of law or custom. 

He then proceeds to give a full, elaborate, well-digested, and most interesting 
report of the transactions of thirty-eight Grand Chapters, and of the General Grand 
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Chapter for 1871. California is reviewed for 1871 and 1872. He qootes our remarks 
relative to the decision of the General Grand High Priest as to the inchoate char- 
acter of Chapters under dispensation, and says they are sound. He quotes liberally 
from our reports, and appears generally to agree with us. We regret that want of 
time compels us to leave the consideration of this admirable report. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address: Phil- 
adelphia. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of South Carolina assembled in Annual Convocation in the 
city of Charleston on the eleventh day of February, 1873,— the if.*. E.\ Jamb A. 
Hott, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.- Augustine T. Smythi being Grand 
Secretary. Twenty-five subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest commences an able Address by congratulating the com- 
panions upon the recurrence of the constitutional period which enabled them to 
assemble together to exchange fraternal greetings, and to devise plans for the 
advancement and prosperity of the Royal Craft ; and he renders grateful homage to 
the all- wise Disposer of events, who had enabled them to assemble with unbroken 
ranks. He reports the Craft to be in a prosperous and harmonious condition, and 
that, owing to this fact, his official duties had been rendered unusually fight, only a 
few cases having arisen which demanded decisions at his hands. 

On the subject of physical qualification he speaks as follows : 

Among thfc interesting topics growing out of my official correspondence, I would 
cite a request for information from one of the subordinate Chapters, as to whether a 
Chapter has the right to confer the degrees upon a worthy brother, whose physical 
condition placed him under the ban of our constitutional restriction in regard to 
candidates who are deformed or maimed. Of course, my decision was in conformity 
with the plain reading of the law governing such cases, and which admits of no doubt 
as to its meaning. But reflection suggests to my mind, that a modification of the 
language employed in the Constitution might be made, without infringing upon the 
general purport and intention of the rule, or doing violence to the best Interests of 
our institution. Assuming the ground that Capitular Masonry, in this respect, is not 
analogous to the ancient and honorable order npon which it was founded, I cannot 

E ercelve the necessity for a rigid adherence to toe strictest rule, whereby a worthy 
[ason is deprived of all the rights and privileges of our sublime Order, even 
where he is able to comply literally with “ all the requirements of the several de - 
grees,’* as was the case brought to my attention, where a brother had lost a portion 
of hiB left hand. It is not my purpose to discuss this question at length, nor am I 
prepared to make any special recommendation for your guidance ; but the thought 
suggests an earnest inquiry into the provisions of the law as now laid down in our 
Constitution, which might provoke an enlightened investigation of this subject, and 
failing to secure any relaxation of the present rnle, bring to bear the reasons for its 
enactment and continuance as one of tne fundamental requirements of our order. 

We have always held that, where the applicant was able to perform all that the 
ceremonies of the several degrees required of him, he should be received. We can 
not agree with Comp. Carson, of Ohio, that a man who has lost a limb may lawfully 
be made a Mason, for such an unfortunate can not comply with the requirements of 
the Order; but we are no believer in the doctrine of absolute physical perfection, 
although that is the law in this jurisdiction ; and we are of the opinion that, in such 
cases as the one above cited, Masonry would receive no detriment by admitting the 
applicant. The committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand High 
Priest reported upon the portion comprised in the foregoing extraet as follows, and 
their report was adopted : 

In reference to that portion of the Address which considers the physical qualifi- 
cation of applicants for the capitular degrees, your committee have been led to 
the inquiry, whether the subject considered is one which involves an ancient land- 
mark, or u one of those general questions which is open to the ordinary regulations 
of Masonic policy. As a question of Masonic law, your committee do not believe 
that the rule now in force can be considered as an ancient and essential landmark, 
which is to be construed as forever immutable. On the contrary, they consider it a 
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question of Masonic polity, which may be properly modified by competent Masonic 
authority. Your committee, therefore, recommend the following as a substitute for 
Section 2, Chapter XX, of the Constitution : 

“A Master Mason, who has beoome maimed in person, is not thereby absolutely 
disqualified from receiving the capitular degrees ; but, when the degree of injury or 
maiming is minutely and accurately reported to the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest by 
the High Priest of the subordinate Chapter, if, in the judgment of the M.\E.\ Grand 
High Priest, the injury or maiming does not essentially disqualify the applicant from 
conforming to the ceremonies and requirements of the Chapter, he may by dispensa- 
tion authorize the subordinate Chapter to receive the petition of the applicant.” 

Measures were taken to improve the financial condition of the Grand Chapter 
and to insure a uniformity in the work. 

Comp. Augustine T. Smythe again presented an able and interesting Report on 
Correspondence, in which he reviews the transactions of thirty Grand Chapters: 
California for 1872 receives fraternal notice. He speaks thus kindly of your reporter, 
for which he has our thanks : 

Companion Chables Louis Wiggin presented one of the best and most readable 
Reports on Foreign Correspondence it has been our good fortune to mee^with, and 
it has given us no little pleasure to linger over its pages. He reviews the proceed- 
ings of thirty-two Grand Chapters ana the General Grand Chapter. He objects to 
Chapters being named after living persons ; to which we heartily assent. He, with 
us, objects to last year’s address of Comp. Kellogg, of Georgia, where Masonry 
is elevated too much to an equality with religion. South Carolina for 1871 is fblly 
and fraternally noticed ; and while Comp. Birme is congratulated on his advance- 
ment to the position of Deputy Grand High Priest, his loss to the repqytorial corps 
is regretted. 

We notice with regret that Comp. Smythe has retired both from the the Grand 
Secretaryship and from the Committee on Correspondence. His reports have been 
characterized by courtesy, fairness, and ability, and he manages to condense much 
that is interesting into a small space. The Grand Chapter, however, desired to be- 
stow upon him higher honors and elected him Deputy Grand High Priest. We 
extend to him, as we did to Comp. Bihnie last year, our fraternal congratulations. 

The Jakes Bihnie was elected Grand High Priest, and the IL\E.\ Myeh 

B. Moses was elected Grand Secretary. Address : Sumter. 

TENNESSEE. 

The Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Tennessee was held in the city 
of Nashville, commencing on the fifth day of November, 1873,— the M.\E.\ Joseph 
M. Andkbson, Deputy Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\E.\ John Frizzell 
being Grand Secretary. Ninety-one chartered Chapters and three under dispensa- 
tion were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest— that officer being unavoidably absent — 
was read by the Grand Secretary. He congratulates the Craft on the peace and har- 
mony which prevails, and rondor thanks to the Great I AM, for his bounteous mercy 
in sparing the companions generally from the deadly influence of the dire pestilence 
whioli has prevailed so extensively in that jurisdiction during the year. 

Ho says, “ it is a great source of pride to them, to learn with what promptness the 
Fraternity all over the State have stepped forward and extended their aid, and this 
has not been confined to their own borders, but Masons all over tlio country have 
nobly responded to the calls made upon them.” 

The Grand Secretary presents a Report on Correspondence. As a condenser he 
beats Goulet hollow. His report occupies six pages, and simply quotes some of the 
decisions of the various Grand High Priests. In conclusion, Comp. Frizzell says : 

In tho mass of printed matter which has been received preparatory to making this 
report, a very large proportion is comprised of the reports of Committees on Foreign 
Correspondence, the perusal of which has afforded us much enjoyment, and we should 
take pleasure in falling in with the fashion in such cases, and reviewing the proceed- 
ings of each Grand Chapter separately, thus giving our report the usual length, if 
not the interest, for which these reports are generally remarkable, did we not feel 
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that our own enjoyment was not the proper gnide in such matters, but rather the 
practical benefit to be derived by those for whom this work is performed. 

In common with the companions of this jurisdiction, as well as those who had the 
pleasure of reading his reports, we express regret that our predecessor, Comp. Gbobgk 
8. Blackie, has removed to another jurisdiction, and that we are thus deprived of his 
valuable labor in this deportment, yielding, as it always did, a rich harvest. May 
long life and prosperity attend him. 

We would have preferred to have had Comp. Frizzell's opinion upon some of the 
decisions which he quotes, for it is only by discussing questions of jurisprudence, by 
an interchange of ideas, that we receive and impart information and arrive at just 
conclusions. But if Comp. Frizzell, and the companions of Tennessee generally, 
like that style of report, we can only regret it, and sliall not quarrel with them. 

We find from the statistical tables, that there are ninety-one Chapters in the jurlw 
diction, with an aggregate membership of 4168. 

The M.\E.\ Joseph M. Anderson was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ 
E.\ John Frizzell was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Nashville. 

VERMONT. 

The Grand Chapter of Vermont assembled in Annual Convocation in the City of 
Burlington, on the thirteenth day of June, 1873,— the M.\ E.\ John W. Clark, 
Deputy Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E\ W. H. 8. Whitcomb being Grand 
Secretary. Twenty-four Chartered Chapters and one under dispensation were 
represented. 

The Grand High Priest being absent from the jurisdiction, the Deputy Grand High 
Priest delivered a brief but good Address, replete with true masonic sentiments and 
Bound moral teachings. 

Representatives were received and greeted from the Grand Chapters of Connecticut 
and Minnesota. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Corresponde nce failed to come to to time with 
his report, and it was ordered to ho published with the Proceedings, but was not fur- 
nished in time and failed to appear. Tho same state of affairs existed last year, and 
we are satisfied that a little stirring up would do that committee no harm. A new 
Committee, however, was appointed, and we will hope for better Juck next time. The 
M.\ E,\ John W. Clark was elected Grand High Priest, and R.\ E,\ W. H. 8. 
Whitcomb was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Burlington. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Virginia held its Annual Convocation in the city of Richmond 
on the twelfth day of December, 1872,— the M.\ E.\ Robert E. Withers, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the J?.\ K \ John Dove being Grand Secretary. Twenty- 
eight subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The address of the Grand High Priest is almost exclusively confined to a resume 
of the circumstances under which the Grand Chapter of West Virginia was formed. 
He says : 

During my term of office I have been required to answer few interrogatories, or 
promulgate decisions on few questions of sufficient importance to require reporting 
to this Grand Body. From this fact alone, I deem myself justified in assuming that 
the several subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction are moving on smoothly and 
harmoniously in their great mission. The only subject requiring official notice is the 
action taken in relereuce to Adoniram Chapter, No. 34, Clarksville, West Virgiuia. 

It appears that the Grand Chapter of Virginia, when giving her consent to the 
formation of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, reserved her right of jurisdiction 
over two Chapters, at that time working under dispensation from her. The following 
resolution will explain the situation: 

Resolved , That Adoniram and Orient Chapters, now nnder dispensation from 
this Grand Chapter, when their proceedings shall have been approved, and when they 
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would, under common circumstances, be chartered by this Grand Chapter, be ad* 
vised to apply to the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of West Vir- 
ginia who is hereby requested, and, so far as we have authority, hereby authorized 
to issne Charters to said Chapters, now under dispensation, in the name of his own 
Grand Chapter. 

Adoniram Chapter, desiring to remain under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Virginia, a charter was issued to her by that Grand Body, against which 
action the Grand Secretary of West Virginia protests. 

We sinoerely hope that the harmony now existing between these two Grand 
Bodies will not be disturbed by any question of jurisdiction, but that by mutual 
concession and understanding the entente cordials may be preserved. 

The committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest, have, 
in our opinion, taken the correct view of the question, and we opine it would have 
been better for all concerned, had their report been adopted, instead of laying over 
until the next Annual Convocation. 

The committee say in their report : 

Adoniram, Chapter is in the heart of West Virginia. Those exalted by her are the 
members of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia, and as such, that Chapter should be 
under the Chapter of West Virginia. We think the true principles of Masonry de- 
mand that we should do what we can for the peace and happiness of the whole Body. 
It will require of us a sacrifice, and all sacrifices are painful, and yet they are gener- 
ally followed by great blessings, and we think Bnch will be the case in the present in- 
stance. Our duty requires us to do what we can to help forward our sister of West 
Virginia, and to make her ways pleasant. Bo long as Adoniram Chapter remains 
under our jurisdiction, it will be a festering sore, and may give rise to very unpleas- 
ant feelings and acts between the two Grand Bodies. We, therefore, fully believe, 
and now most clearly recommend, that this Grand Chapter do now transfer Adoni- 
ram Chapter, No. 34, to the care and control of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia; 
and while it is unpleasant to turn from our household those who desire to remain 
members thereof, yet we well know that it is better thatone suffer than that all should 
be injured, that we should transfer one member than to let that member be a cause 
of trouble and anxiety, in feeling at least, to another. We, therefore, offer the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That we fully approve and cordially endorse the act of the JL\K\ 
Grand High Priest, in chartering Adoniram Chapter during vacation. 

2. Resolved, That Adoniram Chapter being in the bounds of the Grand Chapter 
of West Virginia, be and the same is hereby transferred to the care and control of 
that Grand Chapter ; and that we now surrender all rights over her which have here- 
tofore been vested in us. 

3. Resolved, That Adoniram Chapter be and is hereby fully assured of the deep 
interest we have in her welfare, and of our desire to gratity her wish to remain a 
member of our family, and that we this day sever the connection only because we 
believe it to be best for them, for us, and for the Grand Chapter of West Virginia. 

4. Resolved , That should Adoniram Chapter comply with our request and direc- 
tion to surrender the charter which she has received of us, and take out a charter 
from West Virginia, Bhe is hereby permitted to retain in her possession that charter, 
as a token of the sacrifice mutually made in the great cause of Masonic peace, and of 
our continued friendship and gooa-will toward her. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by the venerable Grand Secretary, 
Comp. John Dove, who, we believe, for nearly sixty years has been connected with 
the Grand Chapter of Virginia. 

He reviews the proceedings of thirty-four Grand Chapters, confining himself 
almost entirely to extracts from the Addresses of the various Grand High Priests, 
commenting rarely, but giving such matters of interest, decisions, etc., as he thought 
would be of benefit to the Craft. 

He is exceedingly severe on the quill-driving fraternity, and he says he finds in 
their reports, “ a flippancy of style, wholly incompatible with the dignity of the sub- 
jects submitted for their investigation, and the overshadowing influence of the in- 
valuable and inappreciable importance of the principles involved in our glorious 
Institution/’ We trust that some of these flippant fellows will take the hint and re- 
form. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Rich- 
mond. 
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WISCONSIN. 


The Grand Chapter of Wisconsin assembled in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Milwaukee, commencing on the fourteenth day of January, 1873, the M,\ K\ C. F. 
G. Collins, Grand High Priest* presiding, the 22.'. E.\ W. T. Palmer being Grand 
Secretary. # 

Forty-two subordinate Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an able and practical Address, filled with sound 
advice and admonition. We extract the following, which we fully indorse : 

The relation of mere ritualism to the spirit and genius of Masonry is after all very 
much the relation of clothes to their wearer— he might cut rather a sorry figure in so- 
ciety without them, and yet they have but little part in his usefulness. We sometimes 
talk, rather grandiloquently perhaps, about making Masons, and we do go through 
certain forms and ceremonies whleh marks their reception into the fraternity, ana I 
sometimes think when beset by some obtrusive book agent, clothed with Masonio 
jewelry as with a garment, who endeavors to make his Masonry induoe you to sub- 
scribe for the matchless volume he peddles, or when I see our emblems emblaioned 
upon a saloon sign, that they are samples of man-made Masons, and that the Al- 
mighty had as little to do with their Masonry as with the religion of Dean Swift’s 
convert who was drunk in the gutter. 

Unless a candidate, by intuitive perception, or our elucidation while passing 
through the ceremonies, acquires some idea of the lessons their symbolims aie in- 
tended to inculcate, we do bnt little towards making him a Mason other than-in 
name, and I sometimes think that Masons after all are like poets, born ; and that our 
making is simply a recognition of what the Great Creator had made them in the be- 
ginning. 

We cannot too closely guard the avenues, or scan too care folly the qualifications 
of those who seek to be numbered with us. No man seeks to become a Mason with- 
out a motive. We cannot always determine what that motive is, but by a careful 
scrutiny of character, habits and antecedents, we may form a tolerably correct idea 
as to whether the desire for a knowledge of our mysteries springs from a desire for 
improvement and more extended usefulness, or whether it is the growth of mere cu- 
riosity, self-interest or mercenary motives. 

While a careful study of our principles and teachings and an honest effort to live 
up to them must of necessity make any man better, Masonry is not a reformatory in- 
stitution, and it is too true, as a general rule, that we have always sufficient room for 
work in that direction with those who are already of the household, to preclude the 
necessity of adding any such to our numbers, simply for the purpose of trying the 
experiment as to whether a good Mason cannot be made out of an indifferently bad 
man. No man possesses the inherent right to become a Mason, and we are oertainly 

S rivileged to require, nay more, it is our imperative duty to demand that our candi- 
ates snail bring to us something of moral worth and position in society ; something 
of settled principles and solid attainments that in the world of worth snail possess a 
sterling value. 

The sum of two hundred dollars was appropriated for the relief of an aged com- 
panion; an act which shows that the hearts of our companions of Wisconsin are 
filled with the true spirit of Masonry. 

Comp. J. P. 0. Cottbill presents an able and interesting Report on Correspond- 
ence. He reviews the transactions of twenty-eight Grand Chapters, and also gives a 
brief notice of the transactions of the Grand Chapters of England and Wales, and 
Ireland and Scotland. California for 1872, is courteously and fraternally noticed. 
He agrees fully with Comp. English relative to the use of substitutes ; and our re- 
port of that year appears to have pleased him somewhat, if we may judge by the fol- 
lowing: 


The correspondence report is from the new Grand Secretary, Companion Wiggin ; 
it follows immediately the address in the body of the proceedings, and is not con- 
signed ignominiously to an appendix. Comp. Cobson says that toe rear is the place 
of honor— and thus justifies and feels proud apparently of being hitched on to the 
tail. It is doubtless so at funerals, and other similar jolly gatherings, but after all we 
think that Cobson meant to say that the rear was a place of safety instead of a 
poet of honor ; and the reason, probably, why he didn't go to the late war was, that 
he couldn’t be a major general, and so he always behind. This report is very able, 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



382 


Proceedings of the 


[April 14, 


▼ery funny, very excellent. It shook us very nearly into original fragments when 
we read and especially when wo re-read it. Our diaphragm changed places with our 
mouth, our clavicles went down among the region of our ankles; we were generally 
overwhelmed. Cobson, you must take the back seat, and the title of “ irreverent 
joker” must pass from the man of New Jersey to him of California. How we 
laughed, how we roared, how we wish, companions, we could give it to you entire. 

TOo are delighted that our first effort met the approval of our companion of Wis- 
consin ; but we regret exceedingly that it should so greatly have deranged his ana- 
tomical structure, and we trust that he has long ere this shaken himself together, 
and that his demoralized members have resumed their normal condition. 

Comp. Cottrill fully indorses our ideas relative to Chapters under dispensation, 
and also with reference to an objection made to a candidate after election. 

In his review of Maine he takes issue with Comp. Drummond upon a question now 
pending before our Grand Chapter, and which was referred to the Committee on Ju- 
risprudence last year. He says : 

Comp. Drummond argues against us, that while expulsion in the Lodge works ipso 
facto expulsion in the Chapter, yet restoration iu the former has no effect in the lat- 
ter. Our position iast year was, and this year is, as we have before stated m this 
report, that when the Chapter cuts off a member upon simply recording the Lodge 
action, that restoration in the Lodge should obliterate the Chapter record, and leave 
the Chapter member as if it had not been made. We then said : “ there was no action 
of the higher body in removing beyond a record made of the facts below; why, in re- 
storing, should there be ftirther action in the higher body beyond again making a re- 
cord of the facts below ? ” If the Chapter disciplines upon independent action and 
upon charges preferred, no Lodge action, we concede, can alter or affect its acts. 
But if the Chapter cuts a member off on a mere certificate, and with no proof beyond, 
of what the Lodge has done, can it justly do that and at the same time refuse to make 
reparation on a certificate of the Lodge that it has made it ! We believe that it can- 
not; and though on restoration of the foundation, the superstructure ordinarily does 
not tumble back, as Comp. Drummond puts it, yet when the whole structure and 
foundation are so bolted, jointed and girded together, that all falls upon turning over 
the latter ; we cannot see why the nghting of it should not again bring both back 
into plumb. 

Wc are of the opinion that Comp. Cottrill has the correct idea, and have always 
argued that the cause of exclusion from the Chapter having been removed by the 
Lodge, that act should restore the companion to his former standing in the Chapter. 
The report is one of the best we have had before us, and we would gladly follow 
Comp. Cottrill further, but time is wanting. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Milwaukie. 


CONCLUSION. 

Once more we have finished our pleasant task, and for another twelvemonth take 
a reluctant leave of onr genial companions of the reportorial corps. The honrs we 
have passed in figurative intercourse with them have indeed been pleasant ones, albeit 
they were filched from the time usually devoted to the embraces of Morpheus. The 
kindly words of encouragement and commendation which have greeted onr former 
efforts have strengthened and stimulated us in onr work, and often with weary hand 
and heavy eyelids, we have toiled on, sustained by the consciousness of the approval 
and appreciation of onr companions, until the smiles of Aurora illuminated our 
sanctum and warned ns to seek refreshment in brief repose before commencing the 
active duties of the day. In the reports which have come before us for review, we 
have found much that was instructive os well as pleasing, and we have often wished 
that every Royal Arch Mason might enjoy the privilege accorded to us, of perusing 
at length the views and opinions of the bright and shining lights of the Order. We 
can give them at best bat a brief synopsis of the proceedings of other jurisdictions, 
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and comparatively few obtain access, even to onr meager reporte. We have endeav- 
ored to select from the transactions of our sister Grand Chapters, those portions which 
in our judgment would prove most interesting and instructive to the general reader; 
and if ear companions will but read our published proceedings carefully and intelli- 
gently, they will acquire much valuable information, which they can obtain iu no 
other way so readily. 

We congratulate our companions upon the general prosperity of the Craft upon 
this continent. Peace, harmony, and good will reign supreme, and an evident deter- 
mination is manifested in all the Grand Jurisdictions to employ none but sound 
material in the erection of the temple, and to plant the Royal Arch banner so high, 
that he who would reach it must free himself from the weight of vice and immorality 
and strive to attain that moral perfection indicated by the teachings of the Order. 
To our brother reporters who have treated us with so much kindness and considera- 
tion, we can only say that onr heart warms towards you with brotherly love and 
affection, and we sincerely trust that our future intercourse may be attended with 
that courtesy, forbearance, and good will which has characterized it in the past. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

For the Committee. 

Which report was ordered to be printed with the proceedings. 

On motion of Comp. Wilkins, the Grand Lecturer was requested 
to exemplify the work in the Royal Arch degree, this evening, at half 
past 7 o’clock. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until two, o’clock this after- 
noon. 


toad Chapter. 

Afternoon Session, 

Tuesday , April 1 £th, A. I. 2404. 


The Grand Chapter was called on at two o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

The Grand High Priest announced the following committees : 


On Finances : 

Comp. Hiram Throop Graves, 
“ Henry Sayre Orme, 

“ George Fayette Mallett, 

“ Jacob Hart Neff, 

“ Alvin Bacon Preston. 


On Returns : 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, 

“ Albert Frederiok Knorp, 

“ Andrew Henderson Broder, 
“ Robert Aitken, 

“ Timothy Sage. 
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On Charters: 

Comp. John William Harville, 

44 Edward Bichard Hedges, 

“ Thomas Allen Brown, 

* “ Thatcher Peter Wales, 

41 William Monroe Petrie. 

On By-Laws: 

Comp. John Mills Browne, 

44 John Dodd Skinner, 

11 John Ambrose Seely, 

44 Thomas Callow, 

44 Olo Christian Christiansen. 


On Grievances: 

Comp. William 8ewall Wells, 

“ Edward Taylor Wilkins, 
“ Wiley James Tinnin, 

44 John Murray Brown, 

44 James Martin Bodgers. 

On Payment of Delegates : 

Comp. Alexander Chalmers, 

“ Louis Welleudorff, 

44 Samuel Prager, 

44 Henry Hay Knapp, 

44 Beuben Leech. 


The Grand Secretary presented his Annnal Report, as follows: 

To the Jf.\ E,\ Grand Chapter of California : 

The undersigned respectfully presents the following report of the transactions of 
the Grand Secretary's office during the year ending January 31st, 1374. 

Within thirty days after the close of the last Annual Convocation, the proceedings 
thereat were printed and the usual number was distributed to the various Chapters, 
to the Grand and Past Grand Officers, and transmitted to all the Grand Chapters with 
which we are in communication. 

In accordance with the vote of the Grand Chapter, on the ninth day of April, 1873, 
charters were issued to Visalia Chapter, No. 44, at Visalia, Tulare County ; Santa 
Rosa Chapter, No. 45, at Santa Bosa, Sonoma County ; and Woodland Chapter, No, 
46, at Woodland, Tolo County ; and on the twelfth day of April, 1873, authorizations 
were issued by the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest to the AC*. E.\ Thomas Hubbabd 
Caswell, Past Grand High Priest, to constitute Santa Rosa and Woodland Chap* 
tors, and to the R\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiooin to constitute Visalia Chapter ; which 
authorizations were in due time returned with the reports of the companions therein 
named, that the aforesaid Chapters had been constituted in form and their officers 
duly installed. 

Special dispensations have been issued as follows : on the twenty-seventh day of 
December, 1873, to Oliver Chapter, No. 23, to hold an election of, officers at a time 
other than that prescribed by the Constitution, they having been prevented from 
holding their election at the proper time by reason of violent storms which rendered 
the roads impassable ; also on the ninth day of February, 1874, to Calaveras Chapter, 
No. 12, for the same purpose and for like reasons. 

The oharter of Quinoy Chapter, No. 32, having been revoked at the last Annual 
Convocation, I wrote to Comp. John D. Goodwin, late High Priest, and to Comp. 
T. F. Hxbskt, late Secretary of said Chapter, asking them to settle up its affairs and 
to transmit its charter, books, property, and funds to my office. Comp. Hxbsey gave 
his attention to the matter and forwarded the charter, books, and the sum of one 
hundred and twenty-five dollars ($125 00), in coin, stating that the Chapter had no 
other property worth considering. The money has been placed with the funds of 
the Grand Chapter. 

The following is a statement of the financial transactions of the Grand Secretary 
for the past year : 
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The Grand Secretary in aooount with (he Grand Chapter of California, for the 
year ending January 31 et, 1874. 

RECEIPTS. 


San Francisco Chapter, No. 

1, dues in fall to Jan. 31st, 1874,. . . 

$272 00 

Sonora 

u u 

2, 

41 

14 II 

II 

90 00 

Sacramento 

ii tl 

3, 

II 

II II 

II 

303 50 

California 

u u 

5, 

1. 

II II 

II 

436 00 

Nevada 

ll <4 

6, 

14 

II II 

II 


Shasta 

II II 

9, 

II 

II II 

44 .... 

67 50 

Sutter 

II 44 

11, 

14 

II II 

II 

91 50 

Calaveras 

41 41 

12, 

II 

II II 

ll 

48 00 

Washington 

II II 

13, 

II 

14 II 

II 

177 50 

Howard 

14 II 

H, 

II 

II II 

14 

150 50 

Cyrus 

II II 

15, 

II 

II II 

« 

75 00 

Libanus 

II II 

17, 

44 

41 II 

II 

47 00 

Grass Valley 

41 14 

18, 

II 

14 l« 

“ 

137 50 

Trinity 

II II 

19, 

II 

44 II 

II 

25 60 

Franklin 

44 *4 

20, 

14 

II II 

ll 

81 50 

Petaluma 

44 14 

22, 

14 

II II 

II 

81 50 

Oliver 

II 14 

23, 

II 

II II 

II 

51 00 

La Fayette 

44 II 

24, 

II 

44 41 

41 

33 50 

Georgetown 

II 44 

25, 

II 

14 II 

ll 

59 00 

Stockton 

44 II 

28, 

•I 

II II 

II 

157 00 

Napa 

41 II 

30, 

II 

14 ll 

41 

52 50 

Martinez 

II 41 

31, 

41 

II 14 

II 

48 50 

Los Angeles 

1. 

33, 

41 

|! II 

ll 

104 00 

Atturas 

II 14 

34, 

41 

44 M 

II 

66 00 

Naval 

44 14 

35, 

41 

• 1 II 

II 


Alameda 

41 14 

36, 


14 14 

41 


SUoam 

41 41 

37, 

II 

II 14 

II 


Santa Crux 

41 II 

38, 

II 

II ll 

II 

73 50 

Red Stuff 

14 41 

40, 

II 

14 II 

II 

73 50 

Temple 

II 1* 

41, 

M 

41 II 

II 


Chico 

44 II 

42, 

II 

II II 

II 

95 50 

Solano 

41 II 

43, 

II 

II II 

41 

101 50 

Visalia 

14 II 

44, 

II 

II II 

14 

57 50 

u 

41 II 

44, fee for oharter, 


60 00 

Santa Rosa 

II 41 

45, 

dues in fall to Jan. 31st, 1874, 


** 

II II 

46, fee for charter, 


60 00 

Woodland 

II 44 

46, 

dues in fall to Jan. Slst, 1874, 


t* 

II II 

46, fee for charter, 


60 00 

fUfiAivAil for BirtAAn rifnlnmaa 




32 00 

Received for twenty bound volumes proceedings, 


40 00 

Received for two special dispensations, — 




Received from late Quincy Chapter, No. 32, . 





Making a total of. 



$3936 50 


All of which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, as per his receipt herewith 
submitted. The books, vouchers for orders drawn upon the Grand Treasurer, letter- 
books, and papers of the Grand Secretary’s office are also presented for examination. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary . 

Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 
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The Grand Treasurer presented liis Annual Report, as follows : 


The 

1873. 
April 8. 

1874. 
April 14. 

1873. 
April 10. 

“ 10 . 
44 14. 

“ 14. 

“ 28. 

May 1. 

44 15. 

44 15. 
June 1. 

44 5. 

44 10 . 

July 2. 

•• 21. 

Aug. 4. 

Sept. 5. 

Oct. 6. 

Not. 1. 

Dec. 2. 

1874. 
Jan. 19. 

44 19. 

Feb. 1. 
May 9. 


Grand Treasunr in account with the Grand Chapter of California . 


DB. 

To balance in treasury, this date, $5140 56 

To cash receiyed from Grand Secretary, 3936 50 $0077 06 

CR. 

Paid delegates in attendance at the Annual Convoca- 
tion, as per pay roll, $960 GO 

“ Grand Officers, do do do 99 80 

44 Samuel D. Mayer for services as Grand Organist, 

as per voucher No, 1, 25 00 

“ Ira C. Boot for services as Grand Guard, as per 

voucher No. 2, 25 00 

“ Payot, Upham & Co., stationery, as per voucher 

No. 3 19 75 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

April, as per voucher No. 4 100 00 

“ Chas. L. Wiggin, postage stamps, as per voucher 

No. 5 25 00 

44 Frank Eastman, printing, as per voucher No. 6, . . 612 16 

“ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

May, as per voucher No. 7, 100 00 

44 S. W. Shaw, painting portrait of Past Grand High 

Priest J. H. Neff, as per voucher No. 8, 75 00 

44 Alexander G. Abell, Pres’t, rent of Grand Secre- 
tary’s office to Dec. 31, 1873, voucher No. 9,. . 300 00 
44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

June, as per voucher No. 10, 100 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretory, dues to Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, as per voucher No. 11, 21 61 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

July, as per voucher No. 12 100 00 

41 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

August, as per voucher No. 13, 100 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

September, as per voucher No. 14, 100 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

October, as per vouoher No. 15 100 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

November, as per voucher No. 16, 100 00 

44 Frank Eastman, printing, as per voucher No. 17 f 26 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

December, as per voucher No. 18, 100 00 

44 Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

January, as per voucher No. 19, 100 00 

44 Downing & Mason, cleaning and lettering portraits 

of P. G. H. P., as per voucher No. 20, 22 50 


Amount carried forward, $3,212 42 $9077 06 


Digitized by 


Google 



1874.] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


387 


Amount brought forward $3,212 42 $9077 06 

1874. 

April 1. Paid Charles L. Wiggin, expenses of Grand Secretary’s 

office, as per voucher No. 21.. 60 00 

M 1. “ Charles L. Wiggin, dues to General Grand Chap- 
ter, as per voucher No. 22, 21 61 

“ L “ Charles L. Wiggin, Grand Secretary, salary for 

February and March, as per voucher No. 23, . . ' 200 00 

$8,484 03 

ApTH. “ To balance in treasury this date $5,593 08 

49,077 06 

1874. 

Ap’114. “ Balance in treasury, $5,598 03 

Also, one hundred and fifty shares of the capital stock of the Mawnrio Hall ^ 
Association. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. V 

JOSEPH B. SCOTCHLER, 

GranrTTreasurer . 

Which report was referred to the Qommitfeee on Finances. 

Comp. John WiLiiiAM HabyixiLe, from the special committee to 
whom was referred the Address of the Grand {High Priest, presented 
the following report : 


To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the Address of the Mr. Er. Grand High 
Priest, have carefully examined that very interesting and instructive paper, and earn- 
estly urge the companions present to cause it to be carefully studied by all Royal 
Arch Masons in this jurisdiction. We recommend that the several subjects alluded 
to, be referred as follows : 

So much thereof as relates to the death of the Hr. Er. Deputy Grand High Priest 
Joseph Isaacs, to a special committee of three ; 

So much thereof as relates to the recognition of the Grand Chapter of West Vir- 
ginia, to the removal of Calaveras Chapter, No. 12, and to the question of juris- 
dictional rights of subordinate Chapters, to the Committee on Jurisprudence ; 

So much thereof as relates to the granting of dispensations and the constitution 
off Chapters, to tho Committee on Charters ; 

So much thereof as relates to the amendments of By-Laws, to the Committee on 
By-Laws ; and so much thereof as relates to the subject of physical qualifications, to 
a special committee of five. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

John Wm. Hakville, 1 

Jacob Hast Neff, v Committee. 

N. W. Spaulding. ) 

Which report was concurred in. 


The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing special committees : 

( Alex. Gurdon Abell, 

On the death of Comp. Isaacs : • « John Kirkpatrick, 

( Stephen Wing. 


On Physical Qualifications:, 


John William Harville, 
John MfflB Browne, 
Jacob Hart Neff, 

George Heim Gilbert, 
Thomas Callow. 
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Comp. William Thomas Reynolds, from the Committee on Juris- 
prudence, presented the following reports : 

To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to 'whom was referred that portion of the 
Grand High Priest’s Address relative to the removal of Calaveras Chapter, No. 12, 
from Snelling to the town of Merced, the present county seat of Merced County, have 
carefully considered the same, and respectfully report, that they find the action of 
the Grand High Priest in authorizing such removal to be eminently proper and 
consistent with former action in such cases , taken upon due notice and by the unani- 
mous request of the Chapter desiring the change of location. We therefore respect- 
fully submit the following resolution, and recommend its adoption : 

Resolved, That the action of the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest, in authorizing the 
removal of Calaveras Chapter, No. 12, from Snelling, in the County of Merced, to 
the town of Merced in said oounty, be and the same is hereby approved and con- 
firmed. 


To the J£.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the question presented 
at our last Annual Convocation, by Comp. Charles Louis Wiooin, viz.: “does 
the restoration of a member of a Lodge, after suspension, restore him in the Chap- 
ter?” having carefully considered the same, beg leave to submit 'the following 
report: 

Our Constitution provides that no one can become a Royal Arch Mason unless 
he is a Master Mason in good standing, (see Art. XVII, Sec. 4,) and by implication 
it was held that he must continue in like good standing, to maintain his member- 
ship in a Chapter ; but as some doubts arose on the subject, General Regulation 
No. 5 was adopted, which declares that “ no Masonic communication shall be held 
with a Royal Arch Mason who BtandB suspended as a Master Mason for any cause.” 

The Lodge is the foundation of all Masonry, and it is eminently proper that a 
person who is considered unworthy to participate in the rights and privileges of the 
symbolic degrees, should be refused admission among Royal Arch Masons. 

Our laws delegate to the Lodge the power to deprive any companion of his rights 
as a Royal Arch Mason ; and this being an established fact, your committee are of the 
opinion that the converse of the proposition should be accepted. If we allow the 
Lodge to suspend a companion, we should certainly permit it to restore him again 
when the cause of his suspension has been removed. We therefore submit the fol- 
lowing resolution and recommend its adoption : 

Resolved , That the restoration to good standing by a Lodge of any companion 
who has been suspended by it for any cause, and where no action has been had in his 
case directly by the Chapter, restores him to good standing in the Chapter. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

John William Habvillb, 

Jacob Hast Neff, } Committee. 

William Skwall Wells, 

Henry Sayre Orme, 


Which reports were concurred in, and the resolutions accom- 
panying them were adopted. 

Comp. Ohablbs Louis Wiooin presented his credentials, as rep- 
resentative of the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of Oanada, and, on motion, 
Comp. Wiooin was received and accredited in that capacity. 
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Comp. Wiley Jambs Tinnin presented the dispensation issned 
October, 24th 1872, to certain companions to form Mount Carmel Chap- 
ter, stating that, owing to sundry adverse circumstances, the Chapter 
had never been organized. He also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the sum of ninety dollars, heretofore paid for a dispensation to 
form Mount Carmel Chapter, be returned to the companions who paid the same. 

Which resolution was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

On motion of Comp. William Sew all Wells, the election of 
Grand Officers was made the special order for 2 o’clock P. M. to mor- 
row. 

Comp. William Thomas Reynolds offered the following reso- 
lution : 

Resoloed . That the resolution offered by Comp. Chables Louis Wioonr at the 
last Annual Convocation relative to the restoration of Comp. Geo. W. Babcock, be 
now adopted, and, upon payment of such amount as he may be able to pay, the Grand 
Secretary be instructed to give him a receipt and dimit. 

Which resolution was adopted. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until 7} o’clock this evening. 


|n (Brand Chapter. 

Evening Session, ) 

Tuesday , April 14 th, A . /. 2404. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at 7} o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The work in the Royal Arch degree was exemplified by the Grand 
Lecturer. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until 11 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 


f n (Stand Chapter. 

Morning Session, ) 

Wednesday , April Ibth, A . I. 2404. j 

The Grand Chapter was called on at 11 o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the sessions of yesterday afternoon and evening 
were read and approved. 
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Comp. William Thomas Reynolds, from the Committee on Juris- 
prudence, presented the following reports : 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California : 

In the matter of the recognition by this Grand Chapter of the Grand Chapter of 
Nova Scotia, which was referred to your committee at onr last Annual Convocation, 
we beg leave to report that, after a careful examination of all the circumstances 
attending the organization of the new Grand Body, and a full investigation of its pro - 
ceedings since its formation, year committee can see no good reason why we should 
not extend to our younger sister the right hand of fellowship and gladly receive her 
as a welcome addition to the harmonious family of American Grand Chapters. 

The only reason given by the mother Grand Chapter of Scotland for refusing recog- 
nition to the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, seems to be that that venerable Body-* 
in the plenitude of its wealth, and justly proud of its strength and power, forgetting 
its own early struggles with poverty, and the time when it, too, was young and feeble 
— thinks that our Nova Scotia companions lack the pecuniary and numerical strength 
to warrant them in undertaking the maintenance of an independent organization. 

Yonr committee can not indorse this view of the case. As Americans we are all, 
both from habit and conviction, of the opinion that “ home rule is the best and we 
fnlly believe that the interests of Royal Arch Masonry in the Province of Nova Sco- 
tia will be better promoted by the various Chapters being under the control of a 
Grand Body whose officers arc chosen from among resident companions, well known 
to the Craft in that jurisdiction, in whom they have confidence, whose advice and 
admonitions will be received with respect, and who will always be at hand to counsel 
and guide in time of need. Entertaining these views, your committee respectfully 
submit the following resolution and recommend its adoption : 

Eesolved , That the Grand Chapter of California gladly recognizes the Grand Chap- 
ter of Nova Scotia as a legitimate, independent Grand Chapter, and that we offer to 
our younger sister the assurance of our sincere desire for her future welfare and 
prosperity. 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California: 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the 
address of the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest relative to the complaint of Natal Chap- 
ter, No. 35, against Solano Chapter, No. 43, for an alleged violation of its jurisdic- 
tional rights in conferring the degrees upon Comp. J. F. Wendell, haring duly con- 
sidered the subject, beg leave to report that, in their opinion, the constitutional pro- 
vision, requiring a residence of Bix months continuously within the jurisdiction of 
a subordinate Chapter before application can bo made to that Chapter to receive the 
degrees of Royal Arch Masonry was fully complied with in the case under consider*- 
tion. Unlike many other county officers who have a nominal residence at tlieir 
respective county seats, while all their time not occupied by their official duties is 
spent with their families in some other portion of the county, Comp. Wendell 
seems to have complied, not only with the letter, bnt with the true intent and meaning 
of our State law, and to have made Fairfield his actual home, for a far longer period 
than our Constitution requires, before he applied to Solano Chapter to receive the 
degrees. We thiuk the decision of our Grand High Priest in the premises correct, 
and recommend that it be approved by the Grand Chapter. 

Comp. William Sew all Wells, from the same Committee, sub- 
mitted the following report : 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California : 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the Mr. 
Er. Grand High Priest’s Address relative to the recognition by this Grand Chapter of 
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the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, have carefully considered the same and respect- 
fully report: That the new Grand Body was established with the full consent of the 
Mother Grand Chapter of Virginia and with her heartiest wishes for its success and 
prosperity. This being the case, it only remains for ns to gladly extend to our new 
sister the right hand of fellowship, and acknowledge her as an independent organ- 
ization. We therefore submit the following resolution, and recommend its adoption : 

Resolved, That the Grand Chapter of the State of California cheerfully recognizes 
the Grand Chapter of West Virginia as an independent Grand Chapter, and confi- 
dently trusts that she will become a bright and shining light in the constellation of 
American Masonic Grand Bodies. 

« All of which is respectfully submitted. 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

John W. Habville, 

Jacob H. Neff, Committee . 

William B. Wells, 

Henry S. Orme, 

Which reports were all concurred in, and the accompanying reso- 
lutions were unanimously adopted. 

The Grand Secretary presented the credentials of Comp. Charles 
Marsh, as representative of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, and, 
on motion, Comp. Marsh was received and accredited in that capacity. 

The Grand High Priest warmly welcomed Comp. Marsh as the 

# representative of our sister of Nova Scotia, and expressed the hope 
that the future relations between the two Grand Bodies would be such 
as to afford mutual pleasure and satisfaction. 

Comp. Marsh made an eloquent and appropriate reply, rehearsing 
the history of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia from its organization, 
explaining the difficulty between it and the Grand Chapter of Scot- 
land, warmly eulogizing the dignity, forbearance, and Masonic cour- 
tesy which had characterized all the proceedings of the new Grand 
Chapter in the embarrassing situation in which it had been placed, 
and expressing the belief that this new star in the Masonic firmament 
would continue to shine with undimmed lustre, and shed its beneficent 

* rays in bright refulgence upon the pathway of all those who seek 
more light within its jurisdiction. 

Comp. John Mills Browne, from the Committee on By-Laws, pre- 
sented the following report : 

To the Mr, E.\ Grand Chapter of California: 

Your committee, to whom were referred the amendments to the By-Laws of Oliver 
Chapter, No. 23, Mamanita Chapter, No. 29, Naval Chapter, No. 35, Dormer Chap- 
ter, No. 39, Visalia Chapter, No- 44, approved by the Mr, Er. Grand High Priest, 
respectfully report, that they hare examined the same, and find they relate to time 
of meeting, fees and does, that all conform to the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, 
and would recommend that they be approved. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

John M. Browne, 

John D. Skinner, 

John A. Seely, Committee, 

Thomas Callow, 

Olo C. Christiansen, ■ 

Which report was concurred in. 
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Comp. ChartjTbb Louis Wiooin, from the Committee on Betnrns, 
presented the following report : 

To the Jf.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : 

The undersigned respectfully report that returns from the following Chapters 
have been received, and, although many errors have occurred— occasioned in most 
instances by the inexperience of newly elected Secretaries— yet these errors have been 
promptly corrected by the various Secretaries when notified by the Grand Secretary 


their existence. 

The dues of each are set opposite their respective names : 

Gen. Rep. 

Fund. Fund. Total. 

San Francisco , No. 1, 

$208 00 

$ 64 00 

$272 00 

Sonora , 

" 2 

64 00 

26 00 

90 00 

Sacramento, 

41 3 


76 50 

303 50 

California , 

41 5 


119 00 

436 00 

Nevada, 

44 6 

97 00 

28 00 

125 00 

Benicia , 

44 7, 

26 00 

13 00 

39 00 

Shasta , 

44 9, 

45 00 

22 50 

67 60 

Sutler, 

44 11, 

63 00 

28 50 

91 50 

Calaveras , 

44 12 

32 00 

16 00 

48 00 

Washington, 

44 13, 

128 00 

49 50 

177 60 

Howard, 

44 H 

110 00 

40 50 

150 50 

Cyrus, 

44 15 

55 00 

20 00 

76 00 

Saint James, 

44 16, 


18 00 

65 00 

Libanus , 

44 17 


14 00 

47 00 

Grass Valley , 

, 44 18, 


36 50 

137 60 

Trinity, 

44 19 

17 00 

8 50 

25 60 

Franklin, 

44 20 


20 SO 

81 60 

Sierra, 

44 21 


21 00 

83 00 

Petaluma, 

44 22 


23 50 

81 50 

Oliver, 

44 23 

34 00 

17 00 

51 00 

La Fayette, 

44 24, 


9 50 

83 60 

Georgetown, 

44 25 

41 00 

18 00 

69 00 

Oakland, 

44 26 


31 00 

132 00 

Delta, 

44 27 

23 00 

11 00 

34 00 

Stockton, 

44 28 

117 00 

40 00 

157 00 

Manzanita , 

44 29, 

76 00 

27 00 

103 00 

Napa, 

44 30, 

35 00 

17 50 

62 60 

Martinez, 

44 31 


15 50 

48 60 

Los Angeles, 

44 33 

72 00 

32 00 

104 00 

Alturas, 

44 34, 


17 00 

66 00 

Naval, 

44 35, 


31 00 

107 00 

Alameda, 

44 36, 

131 SO 

40 50 

172 00 

Siloam, 

44 37 

55 00 

17 50 

72 50 

Santa Cruz, 

44 38, 

55 00 

18 50 

73 50 

Donner, 

44 39, 

SI 00 

18 50 

69 60 

Bed Bluff, 

44 40, 

66 00 

17 50 

73 50 

Temple, 

44 41 

35 00 

17 50 

52 50 

Chico, 

44 42, 

69 00 

26 60 

95 50 

Solano, 

44 43, 

85 00 

16 50 

101 50 

Visalia, 

44 44 


14 50 

57 50 

Santa Bosa, 

44 45, 

83 00 

16 50 

98 50 

Woodland, 

44 46, 


20 00 

158 00 

Making a total of. 

$3233 50 

91133 00 

$3589 50 
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Yonr committee present the following statement, showing the comparative mem- 
bership of the Chapters in existence : 

Of those having two hundred members or more,, there is but one, viz : No. 5. 

Of those having one hundred and fifty, and less than two hundred, there is but 
one, viz : No. 3. 

Of those having one hundred, and less than one hundred and fifty, there is but 
one, viz. : No. 1. 

Of those having seventy-five, and less than one hundred, there are four, viz : Nos. 
13, 14, 28, 36. 

Of those having fifty, and less than seventy-five, there are nine, viz : Nos. 2, 6, 11, 
18,26, 29, S3, 35, and 42. 

Of those having thirty, and less than fifty, .there are twenty, viz : Nos. 9, 12, 15, 16, 
20, 21, 23, 25, 30, 31, 34, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43. 45, 46. 

Of those having twenty, and less than thirty, there are; four, viz : Noe. 7, 17, 27, 
and 44. 

Of those having fifteen, and less than twenty, there are two, viz : Nos. 19, and 24, 

Seven Chapters, being Nos. 7, 9, 12, 19, 26, 30, and 41, have conferred no degrees 
during the year. 

One Chapter, No. 27, has conferred but one degree during the year. 

One Chapter, No. 31, has conferred but two degrees during the year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Chables Louis Wiooin, ) 

Albzbt F. Knobp, I 

Andrew H. Bbodeb, \ Committee. 
Robert Aitken, j 

Timothy Sags, J • 

Which report was concnrred in. 

Comp. Albert F. Knorp offered the following amendment to the 
Constitution : 

To amend Sec. 1. Art. XIV. by inserting in the seventh line after the word “ near- 
est,” the words “ or most convenient to,” so that the sentence shall read as follows : 
“ But no such dispensation shall issue, unless the petition be accompanied by a rec- 
ommendation from the chartered Chapter nearest or most convenient to the location 
of the proposed new one.” 

Which amendment was referred to the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence. 

Comp. John W. Habvillb, from the special Committee on Phys- 
ical Qualifications of Candidates, made a verbal report, recommend- 
ing that the rule as adopted by the Grand Lodge be adhered to by the 
Grand Chapter. 

After a lengthy discussion, Comp. Charles Louis Wiooin offered 
the following resolution as a substitute for the report of the Commit- 
tee: 

Besotted , .That the limit of physical qualifications to be required of a candidate 
for the degrees conferred by a Royal Arch Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be 
simply that he be enabled to conform strictly to all which the ritual in those degrees 
makes necessary. w 


\ 
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Which resolution was adopted by a vote of forty-eight in the 
affirmative to six in the negative. 

The Jf.\ E.\ John Dunbar Cbeigh, second Grand High Priest, 
was received with Grand Honors, and welcomed to his seat in the 
Grand Chapter. 

Comp. William Thompson Luther, High Priest of Sierra Chap- 
ter, Ho. 21, presented a complaint against Alameda Chapter, No. 36, 
for an alleged violation of its jurisdictional rights, in conferring the 
degree of Mark Master upon Bro. Nicholas Chenhall. 

Which complaint was referred to the Committee on Grievances. 

On motion of Comp. Wiley James Ttnnin, all delegates who were 
not present at the session of yesterday were excused for non-attend- 
ance. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until half past one o’clock 
this afternoon. 


(Stand flfoajrttt. 

Afternoon Session, ) 

Wednesday, April 16, A. I. 2404. J 

The Grand Chapter was called on at half-past one o’clock, the 
Grand High Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

Comp. William Sew all Wells, from the Committee on Griev- 
ances, presented the following report : — 

To the M.\ Es. Grand Chapter of California : 

Your Committee on Grievances, to whom was referred the complaint of the High 
Priest of Sierra Chapter, No. 21, against Alameda Chapter, No. 36, regarding an 
invasion of their jurisdiction, by conferring the degree of Mark Master upon Bro. 
Nicholas Chenhall, have had the same under consideration, and respectfully report 
that Bro. Chenhall received the degree of Mark Master in Alameda Chapter, No. 
36, on the 11th day of December, 1873 ; but the essential facts relating to the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction, and which induced the action of Alameda Chapter, are not 
before your committee, and at this stage of the session can not be procured in season 
for our action. We deem it proper also, that Bro. Chenhall should have an oppor- 
tunity to be heard ; and inasmuch as the course proposed receives the assent of the 
representatives of the Chapters respectively interested, we recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to notify Bro. Chekhall of 
this complaint, and that his statement, together with any evidence adduced by Sierra 
and Alameda Chapters in respect thereto, be referred to the incoming Grand High 
Priest for his adjudication. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 




William S. Wells, 
Wiley J. .Tinnin, 

John M. Brown, 
Edward T. Wilkins, 
James Martin Rodgers, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in and the accompanying resolntio 
was adopted. 


Comp. William T. Reynolds, from the Committee on Jurispru- 
dence, presented the following report : 


To the Mr. E.\ Grand Chapter of California : 


Your committee, to whom was referred the proposed amendment to the Constitu- 
tion amending Art. XIV, Bee. 1, by inserting the words, f ‘ or most convenient to,’ * 
after the word “ nearest,” in the seventh line, beg leave to report that it was the 
intention of the Grand Chapter at the time its present Constitution was adopted, to 
make the instrument accord as nearly as possible with the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, so that the officers of Chapters, who are in almost overy instance either past 
or present officers of Lodges, might And no conflicting regulations to confuse their 
minds when suddenly called upon to render a decision on any constitutional point. 
The words now sought to be inserted make our Constitution agree with the Regula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge on the same subject, and your committee recommend the 
adoption of the amendment. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


William T. Reynolds, 
John W. Harvillb, 
Jacob H. Neff, 
William S. Wells, 
Henry S. Orme, 


Committee . 


Which report was concurred in. 


Comp. Alex. G. Abell, from the special committee to whom was 
referred that portion of the Address of the M.\ E.\ Grand High 
Priest relative to the death of Rr. E.\ Comp. Joseph Isaacs, Deputy 
Grand High Priest, presented the following report : 


To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California : 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Address of the Grand 
High Priest which relates to the decease of our late friend and companion, Joseph 
Isaacs, beg leave to offer the following report : 

Little need be added to that which has been so well and so kindly said by our Chief 
Officer. Urbane and quiet in his deportment to all, fast and endearing in Ilia friend- 
ships, and harboring no lasting enmities to any ; correct, careful and truthful in every 
business relation with his fellow men, and eminently kind, considerate and charitable 
towards his brethren and companions ; possessed, indeed of almost overy kindly 
quality which tends to endear a man to his fellows, Companion Isaacs has departed 
from us, leaving that best of legacies, the love and esteem of all who knew him. 
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To perpetuate, so far aa may be, our remembrance of one so well loved and 
esteemed, your committee recommend that a mourning page be dedicated in our 
printed proceedings to the memory of our deceased companion, and that the vacant 
chair of the Deputy Grand High Priest be draped in mourning. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

Alex. G. Abell, ) 

John Kirkpatrick, > Committee. 

Stephen Wing, ) 


Which report was concurred in. 


Comp. Charles Marsh, from the special Committee on Uniform- 
ity of Work, presented the following report : 


To the if.*. K\ Grand Chapter of California : 


Your committee, to whom was referred the subject of Uniformity of Work, 
respectfully report that in the consideration of the subject they have arrived at the 
conclusion that the work as adopted by this Grand Chapter in 1855, and since prac- 
ticed by a great majority of the Chapters of this jurisdiction, is in all essentials con* 
sonant with the traditions and history of Royal Arch Masonry in the United States, 
and that a reasonably well skilled Royal Arch Mason of this jurisdiction can make 
himself known in any Chapter working under the so called American or English 
Rite. It is true that there are some minor differences which obtain in the several ju- 
risdictions of the country, but they are not of sufficient importance to disturb the 
universality of the Royal Craft throughout our country, as is illustrated by the reg- 
ularly occurring Triennial Convocation of the General Grand Chapter since 1796. 
At the last Triennial Convocation in 1871, nearly every Grand Chapter in the United 
States was represented, and recognized as exponents of the American system of 
Royal Arch Masonry. 

Therefore your committee respectfully recommend that the work and lectures 
heretofore taught in this jurisdiction as adopted by this Grand Body in 1855 be con- 
tinued, and tha t each Chapter be required to conform thereto ; and to insure a strict 
compliance with this order, we recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That from and after the first day of December, A. D. 1874, A. I. 2404, 
no High Priest of a Chapter under this jurisdiction shall be installed, unless he shall 
present to the installing officer a certificate from the Grand Lecturer, or some Com- 
panion known by the Grand Lecturer to be skilled in the work, that he is “ quali- 
fied to properly confer all the Chapter degrees and deliver the lectures thereunto 
appertaining,” and the installing officer shall forward such certificate to the Grand 


Secretary. 

Ail which is respectfnlly submitted. 


Charles Marsh, 
Alexander G. Abell, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in and the accompanying resolution 
was adopted. 

Comp. TTrRAM Thboop Graves, from the Committee on Finances, 
presented the following report : 

2b the Jf.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : 

Your Committee on Finances respectfully report that they have examined the 
books and accounts of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, carefully compar- 
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ing the returns, vouchers, etc., with their reports, and find the same in all respects 
correct. 

The receipts for the year ending January 31st, 1874, have been as follows : 

Balance in hands of Grand Treasurer at date of last report, $5140 56 

Dues from subordinate Chapters, 3579 50 

Special dispensations 10 00 

Pees for charters to New Chapters 150 00 

For sixteen diplomas, 32 00 

For twenty bound volumes proceedings Grand Chapter, 40 00 

Funds of late Quincy Chapter, 125 00 


Total $9077 06 

Which has been expended as follows 

For expenses of delegates at Annual Convocation, 1873, $960 60 

Expenses of Grand Officers, 1873, 99 80 

Grand Guard, 25 00 

Grand Organist, 25 00 

Printing proceedings 612 16 

Masonic Hall Association for rent 300 00 

Expenses Grand Secretary’s office, 50 00 

For portrait of Past Grand High Priest Jacob Hart Neff, 75 00 

Postage Stamps, printing, stationery, etc., 70 75 

Cleaning and lettering portraits of Past Grand High Priests, 22 50 

Dues to General Grand Chapter, 1873, 21 61 

Salary of Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

Dues to General Grand Chapter, 1874, 21 61 


Total $3484 03 

Leaving balance in the Treasury, 5593 03 


$9077 06 


Your committee would reccommend that the following appropriations be made for 


the expenses of the current year : 

For printing proceedidgs Grand Chapter $ 700 00 

For expenses delegates and Grand Officers 1200 00 

For salary of the Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

For rent of Grand Secretary’s office, 300 00 

For expenses of Grand Secretary’s office, 100 00 

For compensation of Grand Guard, 25 00 

For compensation of Grand Organist, 25 00 


$3550 00 

In the matter of the resolution offered by Comp. Tinxin, proposing to return to 
the late Mount Carmel Chapter, U. D. the fee paid for the dispensation, and which 
resolution was referred to this committee, we respectfully report that, having inquired 
into the circumstances of the case, we have ascertained the following facts : 

Soon after the dispensation was granted for the formation of Mount Carmel Chap- 
ter, several of the leading companions removed from ADtna Mills, the proposed loca. 
tion of the new Chapter, and consequently those remaining found it impossible to 
organize ; and, although the dispensation was asked for in good faith, and with the 
most fraternal feeling towards Cyrus Chapter, No. 15, (of which Chapter most of the 
petitioners were formerly members,) and solely on account of the distance which the 
companions were obliged to travel in order t JRtend the meetings of said Chapter* 
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and although the companions have expended a considerable sum of money aside from 
that paid for the dispensation, yet they find it utterly impossible to organize. 

In view of these facts, we recommend that the fee paid for their dispensation, viz.* 
ninety dollars, be refunded. 

Your committee would farther recommend that the sum of $3000, of the balance 
now in the treasury, be invested in the stock of the Masonic Hall Association, and 
that a special committee of three be appointed by the Grand High Priest to make the 
investment according to their best judgment. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Hiram T. Graves, 
Henry S. Orme, 
Geo. P. Mallett, 
Jacob H. Nefp, 
Alvin B. Preston, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in and the Grand High 
pointed as a special committee — 


Priest ap- 


( Comp. Hiram T. Graves, 

On Investment of Funds: -j “ James Laidley, 

( “ Charles Marsh. 


On motion, the sum of twenty-five doUars was ordered to be paid 
to the Grand Guard for services rendered at this Convocation. 


The hour for the special order — the election of Grand Officers — 
having arrived, the Grand High Priest appointed Comps. Louis 
Cohn, Wiley James Tinnin, and Stephen Wing as tellers, and the 
Grand Chapter proceeded to baUot, with the following result : 

The M.\ E.\ William Alexander January was elected Grand High Priest; 

44 B.\ E.\ William Thomas Reynolds was elected Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

44 K \ E.\ John Mills Browne was elected Grand King ; 

44 J?.\ E.\ Henry Hay Knapp was elected Grand Scribe ; 

44 B.\ E.\ Joseph Bonaparte Scotchleb was re-elected Grand Treasurer; 

44 B. m . E.\ Charles Louis Wiggin was re-elected Grand Secretary; 

44 E\ Nathan Weston Spaulding was elected Grand Captain of the Host; 

44 E.\ Wiley James Tinnin was elected Grand Royal Arch Captain. 


The Grand High Priest announced the following appointments for 
the ensuing year, viz., as 

Grand Chaplain,. .Rev. Comp. John Elliott Benton,, .of Alameda Chapter, No. 36 ; 
Grand Lecturer,. . 44 Thos. Hubbard Caswell, of Nevada 44 No. 6; 

Grand Organist,. . 44 Samuel David Mayer,, .of California 44 No. 6; 

Grand Guard, 44 Ira Colburn Root, of California 44 No. 6. 

Comp. Alexander Chalmers, from the special Committee for the 
Payment of Delegates, presented the following report; 
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To the Ms. E.\ Grand Chapter qf California : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the apportionment of the Representative 
Fund, have performed the duty assigned them, and recommend that the following 
amounts be allowed the delegates of the Chapters represented : 


San Francisco , No.l $ 8 00 

Sonora, ** 2, 29 00 

Sacramento , “ 3 16 00 

California , 41 5, 6 00 

Nevada , 44 6 , 31 00 

Benicia, 44 7, 8 00 

Shasta , 44 9 42 00 

Sutler, 44 11, 27 00 

Washington, 44 13 23 00 

Howard, 44 14, 10 00 

Cyrus , 44 15 82 50 

Saint James , 44 16, 31 00 

Libanus , 44 17, 27 00 

Grass Valley, 44 18 31 00 

Trinity, 44 19, 46 50 

Franklin, 44 20, 25 00 

Sierra,] 44 21, 60 00 

Petaluma, 44 22 8 00 

Oliver, 44 23, 27 00 

Georgetown, 44 25, 32 00 


Oakland , No. 26, 6 

Delta, 44 27, 20 

Stockton, 44 28 13 

Mamanita, 44 29, 36 

Napa, 44 30, 10 

Martinez, 44 31 8 

Los Angeles, 44 33, 49 

Atturas, 44 34, 66 

Naval, 44 35, 8 

Alameda, 44 36, 6 

Siloam, 44 37 23 

Santa Cruz, 44 38 19 

Danner, 44 39, 42 

Bed Bluff, 44 40, 27 

Temple, 44 41 18 

Chico, 44 42 27 

Solano, 44 43, 10 

Visalia, 44 44, 43 

Santa Bosa, 44 45, 10 

Woodland, 44 46, 16 


$1028 10 

And that the following amounts be allowed the Grand Officers in attendance : 


Grand High Priest, $13 00 

Grand King, 6 30 

Grand Scribe, 10 00 

Grand Captain of the Host, 10 00 


Grand Royal Arch Captain, 6 30 

Grand Lecturer, 31 00 

Grand Chaplain, 6 30 


$1110 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Alexander Chalmers, 
Louis Wellendorff, 
Samuel Praoer, 
Henry H. Knapp, 
Reuben Leech, 


Committee. 


The newly elected and appointed Grand Officers were then duly 
installed in their respective stations by the Mr. E.\ William Abba- 
ham Davies, Past Grand High PrieBt, assisted by the M.\ E. u . Chas. 
Mabsh, Past Grand High Priest, as Master of Ceremonies. 

The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing standing Committees for the ensuing year : 


On Jurisprudence : 

Comp. William Thomas Reynolds, 
44 John William Harville, 

44 Charles Marsh, 

44 Henry Sayre Orme, 

44 William Sewall Wells. 


On Correspondence : 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, 

44 Wiley James Tinnin, 

44 Thomas Callow, 

44 Edmund Taylor Wilkins, 

44 Edward Richard Hedges. 
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The business of the Grand Chapter being all completed, the min- 
utes of the day were read and approved ; and, after prayer by the 
Grand Chaplain, and appropriate music by the choir, the Grand 
Chapter of California was closed in ^rapLt orra. 

WILLIAM ALEXANDER JANUARY, 

Grand High Priest. 

Attest : 

Charles Louis Wiooih, 

Grand Secretary. 
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§«ia morning fage, 

BT OBDEB OF THE 

MOST BXCB&BBJfT CBBPTBB 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

18 GIVEN TO THE 

Memory of our lamented Companion 

Joseph Isaacs, 

Who was born in Manchester, England, in 1823, 

AND 

Who died in the town o f Shasta, on the eighth day of October, 
1853, aged fifty years. 

HE HAD BEEN 

HASTES OF WESURf STAS WOE, I®, 1, 

§igh &ript of §tha$t* §hnptq, $o. $ , 
Thrice Illustrious Master of Shasta Council, No. 6, 
P.’ $.’• firanb Pasta of % ®ianb Council of California, 

AND WAS, AT THE TIME OP HIS DEATH, 

DEPUTY GRAND HIGH PRIEST 

OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA. . 

A good and useful citizen, a true and consistent Mason, upright and 
correct in all his dealings with his fellow men, he died lamented by all who 
knew him. 

“ Blessed are they that keep judgment , and he that doeth 
righteousness at all times.** 


Digitized by t^ooQie 




402 


General Regulations of the 


GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


1. The Degree of Past Master must be conferred upon all candidates who have 
previously had the degree conferred upon them in a convocation of Past Masters, by 
virtue of an election to preside over a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

2. All the Chapters under this jurisdiction are required, in the conferring of 
degrees, to conform to the ritual adopted by the Grand Chapter, at its Special Con' 
vocation, in September, 1855. 

3. Every Mark Master attached to a Chapter under this jurisdiction must, within 
; .x months after his admission, select his mark, and record the same in a Book of 

Marks, kept by the Chapter for that purpose ; and it is made the special duty of the 
Secretary of each Chapter to see that this regulation is complied with. 

4. The term “ nearest Chapter,” used in the Constitution, means the nearest by 
geographical measurement. 

5. No Masonic communication shall be held with a Boyal Arch Mason who stands 
suspended as a Master Mason, for any cause. 

6. Each Chapter under this jurisdiction shall pay, in addition to its annual dues, 
the sum of one dollar for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll at the date of 
its annual report, which additional assessment shall be used as a fund to defray the 
actual expenses of one delegate from each Chapter represented at the annual con- 
vocations of the Grand Chapter, the same to be apportioned by a special committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

7. Whenever two or more Chapters exist in any city or town within this jurisdic- 
tion, it shall be the duty of each of Buch Chapters to notify the other or others exist- 
ing in the same place of all applications presented to it for the degrees. 

8. That the Grand High Priest be requested to appoint a Grand Lecturer, who 
will be authorized to teach and instruct the subordinate Chapters in conformity with 
the ritual adopted by this Grand Chapter at its Special Convocation in September 
1855. 

9. When, after an election of an applicant to receive the Chapter degrees, and he 
has received the Mark degree, an objection to his advancement is made at any time 
by a member, such objection shall be referred to a committee, with power to inquire 
into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated meeting (unless further time be 
given) report thereon; and upon the reception of such report, if no cause for the 
objection has been assigned, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the members present, not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the 
degree in the same manner as if no objection had been made. 

10. No petition for the degrees, or application for membership, shall be received 
by any Chapter within this jurisdiction, unless it be signed with the full name or 
names of the petitioner or applicant; and, in the annual reports of the subordinate 
Chapters, the given name or names of every member or others upon their rolls, shall 
be given in full. 
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11. The provisions of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the State of Cali- 
>rai& shall be, in all essential respects, where there is no conflict between it and the 

Jonstitution of this Grand Chapter, the rules and regulations by which the action of 
he subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction shall be governed. 

12. From and after the first day of December, 1874, no High Priest of a Chapter 
under this jurisdiction shall be installed, unless he shall present to the installing officer 
a certificate from the Grand Lecturer, or some companion known by the Grand 
Lecturer to be skilled in the work, that he is qualified to properly confer all the Chap- 
ter degrees and deliver the lectures thereunto appertaining ; and the installing officer 
shall forward suoh certificate to the Grand Secretary. 

13. The limit of physical qualifications to be required of a candidate for the 
agrees conferred by a Royal Arch Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be simply, 
at he be enabled to conform strictly to all which the ritual in those degrees makes 
ecessary. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



404 


Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


RETURNS 

OF THE 

SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 

UNDER THE JURISDICTION OP THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA, 

-A.. X. 2404=. 


SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER, No. 1. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month . 
OFFICERS I 


Samuel 8ternheim, High Priest , 

Simon Baum, King, 

Henry Edwards, Scribe , 

Edw’d Taylor Anthony, CapU of the Host, 
Henry Williams, Principal Sojourner , 
Henry Wangenheim, Royal Arch Captain, 


Alfred Rising, Master of 3 d Vail, 

Wm. Adams Stuart, Master of 2d Vail , 
Joseph Getz, Master of 1st Vail , 
Joseph Clement. Treasurer, 

Henry Lyon Cohen, Secretary, 

Henry Martyn Bos worth, Organist , 


Ira Colburn Root, (of California, No. 5) Guard . 


John Dunbar Creigh, 
Adolphns Hollub, 

Louis Cohn, 

Anderson, Thomas 
Arnold, Benjamin Franklin 
Behrendt, Herman 
Berggren, August 
Bergson, Ole 
Bilty, Theodore George 
Browell, Jeremiah 
Bryan, William 
Bollock, Frank Dyer 
Burns, Henry Jameson 
Caro, Samnel 

Carpenter, Augustine Dyer 


Past High Priests t 

Martin John Burke, 

John Rudolphejarboe, 
Milton Hills Myrick, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Clinch, Charles Godfrey 
Cohen, Martin 
Cohen, Simon 
Coggswell, Jas. LaFayette 
Craig, James 
Craig, Peter 
Cressy, Albert 
Curry, Nathaniel 
Davis, Henry Lamen 
Doane, Sharon Pratt 
Dreyfous, Benjamin 
Einstein, Morris 


Stewart Menzies, 
Theodore Edward Smith. 


Eisenberg, Julius 
Emanuel, Emanuel 
Esberg, Mendel 
Farqnharson, David 
Farran, Charles James 
Fisher, Henry James 
Foorman, Samnel 
Franz, Bernhard 
Fried, Tgnatins 8. 
Friedberg, Morris T. 
Friedlander, Moritz 
Fuller, Andrew 
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Gay, John Gilmore 
Gerhow, Frederick 
Getz, Louis 
Getz, Solomon 
Ghiradelli, Domingo, Jr. 
Giambini, Natale 
Gilberts, Edward 
Gordon, James Edward 
Grnenberg, Max 
Haight, Henry Huntley 
Hanson, Henry Sorenson 
Haraszthy, Arpad 
Harris, Daniel 
Heald, Charles Byron 
Herzo, John 
Hiller, Frederick 
Huntoon, Isaac Davenport 
Jacoby, Augustus 
Jordon, Dennis 
Kahlman, Solomon 
Kehoe, John 
Kenitzer, Henry 
Kittredge, Jonathan 
Kohn, Isaac 
Laronche, Antoine 


Saalberg, William 


O’Neil, Robert 


Schweitzer, Samuel 


Lauden, Martin Kuttner 
Levy, Jacob 
Levinsky, Mark 
Madison, John Henry 
Manzur, Lonson Martin 
McAlester, Wm. Frederick 
McDonald, Robert 
Meyer, Charles 
Michaels, Aaron W. 
Mohrhardt, Philip Fred’k 
Moraghan, Michael Bolan 
Mosgrove, Samuel 
Newbauer, Herman Wolf 
Newfield, Marcus 
Newhall, Henry Mayo 
Newman, Isaac 
Nicolaysen, Frank 
Nutsen, Charles A. 

O’Neil, Robert 
Parker, John H. 

Pearson, Henry Haven 
Prag, Martin 
Rawson, Julius Addison 
Richards, Charles Wesley 
Robinson, Cornel’s Preston 

mark MASTERS : 

Samuels, David 


Robitscheck, Herman 
Rosenbaum, Joseph 
Rosenbaum, Julius 
Rosenbaum, Moses 
Saulman, August 
Sawyer, Lorenzo 
Scharlin, John Aaron 
Schmidt, Anton 
Schweitzer, John 
Solomon, Albert 
Steffani, Camillo 
Sumner, Frank Wood 
Sumner, William Brintnell 
Sweet, Solomon 
Treat, George 
Triest, Bernhard 
Yoight, Christian 
Yon Aspern, John 
Walton, Nelson Collins, Jr. 
Wood, Andrew Bunker 
Woolley, Leii Hawley 
Wormser, Louis 
Wurkheim, Morris 
Zinn, Henry— 128. 


Sohonefeld, Jacob — 3. 


RESTORED : 

Fried, Ignatius 8.— 2. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Wormser, Isidor Fuentes, Charles Angel— 3. 


DIED : 

Havens, Wickham Sayre— 1. 


SONORA CHAPTER, No. 2. 

Colombia, Toulumne County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS t 


Frederick Faxon, High Priest , 

Gideon Wing, King, 

Alvin Bacon Preston, Scribe, 

Wm. Davis Newton, Captain of the Host , 
Peter Klein, Principal Sojourner , 

Henry Dose, Royal Arch Captain , 


Alonzo Colby, Master o/3d Vail, 
Archibald Patterson, Master of 2d Vail, 
Edward Kell, Master of ls£ Vail, 
Charles Edward Lang, Treasurer, 
Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, Secretary , 
Francis Anthony PraBBa, Guard. 
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Francis Anthony Prassa, 
Alvin Bacon Preston, 

Isaac Newton McCulloch, 
Frederick Faxon, 

Andross, Moses Chamberl’n 
Bacon, Martin 
Barlow, Abraham 
Bartlett, Daniel Francis 
Bell, James 
Benas, Solomon 
* Bnsh, George Carroll 
Byrd, Francis Jahew 
Calhoun, Henry Clay 
Carter, John Beach 
Cleveland, Septimus Allin 
Fosterling, Lonis 


Past High Priests t 

William Davis Newton, 
Stephen Wing, 

Edward Skinner, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Fuller, James Monroe 
Harris, Charles Parsons 
Johnson, William 
Klein, Conrad 
Klein, Peter 
Lampson, Royal Mills 
Matthews, James 
Mann, John Christian 
McFarland, Matthias Fans 
Mundorf, John 
Mayer, Willis 
Mitchell, Freder’k Francis 

WITHDRAWN : 


William Henry Ryan, 

Eli Griffith Bacon, 
Edwin Aldrich Rodgers. 


Oppenheimer, Benjamin 
Parsons, Edmond 
Reed, Abner 
Ripperdan, Isaac 
Rndorff, William Gustave 
Severing, Henry 
Sharrock, Evrard 
Thurman, William H. 
Wilson, Richard Montg’y 
White, Moses Henry 
Winne, George 
Wade, Charles Frederick 
— 64. 


Bell, Andrew N. 


Doxey, Beverly M.~ 2. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 
Yancey, Tyron Milton— 1. 


SACRAMENTO CHAPTER, No. 3. 

Sacramento, Sacramento County. 

Stated Meetings , first Tuesday in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


William Monroe Petrie, High Priest , 

John Austin Cunningham, King , 

Hamilton Carter Harrison, Scribe, 

William Smith Hnnt, Captain of the Host, 
Wm. Buckley Davis, Principal Sajoumer , 
Hilliard P. Cottingham, Royal Arch Capt 


Frank Wm. Marvin, Master of 3 d Vail t 
Albert Currier Tufts, Master of 2d Vail , 
Elias Rath, Master of 1st VaU , 

Henry William Bragg. Treasurer , 

George Norman Parker, Secretary, 
Petragie Zacharias, Guard. 


Past High Priestsi 

James Lawrence English, George Howard Winterburn, 

William Franklin Knox, Powell Samuel Lawson, 

Francis Foster, William Monroe Petrie. 


Allen, John Francis 
Allen, Robert 
Alexander, Beuj. Franklin 
Anthony, James 
Bachmann, Rudolph 
Barnes, Jacob 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Banquier, Joseph Budd, Henry 

Bergevin, Nelson Langevin Burnham, James Henry 
Berkey, Thomas Henry Burch, John Chilton 

Bronner, George Frederick Callaghan, Daniel EL 

Brewing ton, Bepj. Smith Champlin, Nelson 

Bryding, Peter Choquette, Caliste 
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Clark, Thomas William Haskell, Dudley Haines 
Cluness, William B. Haymond, Creed 

Coghlan, Charles Mortimer Hawkins, William 


Cohn, Charles 
Conover, John 
Cook, Hiram 
Cooledge, Isaac Baldwin 
Crocker, George Monroe 
Crocker, Henry Smith 
Croly, Edward James 
Curtis, Edward Malcom 
Cutter, Benoni Benjamin 
Dale, Riohard 
Davis, Jacob Zeigler 
Davis, William Oliver 
Day, James Thompson 
Dennery, Bernard 
Domingos, John 
Drew, Nathaniel Lafayette 
Duprey, George 
Earl, George 
Ecklon, Christian Ludwig 
Egl, Anthony 
Eichkoff, John Henry 
English, William Garrison 
Feldheim, Nathan G. 
Forbes, Robert 
Foy, Wm. Robinson Smith 
Frank, Samuel 
Gates, Justin 
Gerson, Samuel 
Giraud, Eugene 
Golden, Thomas 
Goldberg, Harris 
Grady, John Harmony 
Griffiths, John T. 

Haines, Gabriel 


Hevener, William Henry 
Hillier, Theodore 
Hoag, William Moffit 
Ho elm, Jacob 
Holmes, Henry T. 

Hull, Joseph 
Hyman, Jacob, Sr. 
Hyman, Jacob, Jr. 
Inwalle, John Joseph 
Jackson, William Franklin 
Jacobs, Enoch 
Jones, Edward Augustus 
Jones, Jeremiah Solon 
Kay, Samuel 
Keber, Jacob 
Kercheval, Reuben 
Kimball, Gorham Gates 
Krebs, Charles Henry 
Lavenson, Samuel 
Lawrie, John Brown 
Levison, Jacob 
Levy, Edward Roger 


Nelson, Alton Titus 
Oakley, Peter Eager 
O’Neil, James 
Oschner, John 
Parnell, John Henry 
Phillips, Louis 
Phipps, Eugene King 
Rademacher, Charles 
Rath, Elias 

Redington, Alfred Augustus 
Robertson, John 
Robinson, Robert 
Rosa, Charles Henry 
Rothermel, Chas. Nicholas 
Sawyer, James C. 
Silberstein, Morris 
Sims, Samuel 
Smith, John Wm. Martin 
Smith, Joshua Hughes 
Spinks, Alfred 
Starr, Erwin Platt 
Steinman, Bernard Ulmer 
Taylor, Edwin Frost 
Trope, Peter 
Ulp, Alfred 
Valliant, Adam Clark 


Libby, Warren Thompson 
Locke, George Washington Wachhorst, Herman 
Lyon, Edward Walker, Myron Philo 

Maholm, James Bowland Wallquist, Carl Johan 

Maier, Jacob Fred. William Waterhouse, Columbus 


Marvin, Frank William 
Merrill, John F. 
McConnell, Thomas 
McCormack, Charles 
McKune, John Hill 
Miller, Peter Andrew 
Montgomery, George 
Hamilton, Chas. Alexander Morse, Stephen Turner 
Hammer, Luther Kentz Murphy, Robert Wilson 
Harper, Thomas 

MARK MASTER: 


•Webster, Joseph Richard 
Welch, Benjamin 
Welch, George Drake 
Wells, William Henry 
White, George Amos 
Wickstram, Carl Elias 
Wilcoxson, Jefferson 
Wilson, Jesse Warren 
Woods, Jonas Stanbury 

—153. 

PAST MASTER: 


John 8. Harbison— 1. 


Smith, Hiram Abiff 


James Nicholas Porter.— 1. 
RESTORED : 

Wheeler, Osgood Church Whitmore, A. S. — 3. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Cohn, Charles McKune, Henry Ewalt Whitmore, A. S. 

Gallatin, Daniel S. Smith, Hiram Abiff Williamson, David J.— 8. 

Hill, William Henry Wheeler, Osgood Church 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Bngbey, Benjaman Norton Gillis, Dougald Radcliff, William M. 

Christy, Edward Mayer, Bernhard Willett, Edward W— 6. 

DIED: 

William Hoehn— 1. 
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CALIFORNIA CHAPTER, No. 5. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County. 

Stated Meeting^ first and third Tuesdays in each month . 


OFFICERS t 


Alfred Coolidge Waitt, High Priest , 
Joseph Miller Litchfield, King , 

Alphonso Hyman Vaughn, Scribe , 

Charles Johnson Willey, Capt. of the Host, 
Jesse Combes Reed, Principal Sojourner, 
John Newman, Royal Arch Captain, 

Thos. Thompson Atkinson, Mast. 3d Vail, 


John Glbridge Pnrdy, Master of 2d Vail t 
Dan Joseph Edgar, Master of 1st Fail, 
Samuel Graves, Treasurer , 

William Edward Moody, Secretary, 
Samnel David Mayer, Organist , 

James Oglesby, Guard . 


Rueben Edgar Raymond, 
Alexander Gurdon Abell, 
William Henry Lyon, 
Charles Louis Wiggin, 
George Tuttle Grimes, 

Angus, 'John Archibald 
Ashbury, Monroe 
Ashley, Sidney John 
Arrowsmitb, D. Bloomer 
Balch, Stephen Moore 
Baldwin, Alex. Richard 
Bamber, John 
Barnes, Wm. Henry Linow 
Barth, Charles Hunter 
Bateman, Isaac Christian 
Beach, Henry Martin 
Beadle, Donald 
Bell, John 
Best, John Tretten 
Blaikle, James Longhead 
Boswell, Solomon Bailey 
Bourne, Elisha Wilson 
Bragg, Robert 
Brander, John Samnel 
Brannan, Samuel 
Bridge, William Edward 
Brigham, Calviu Oakes 
Bromley, George Tisdale 
Brooks, Thomas Hubbard 
Brown, Roland Gair 
Browning, Jeremiah 
Bruner, Wm. Happersatt 
Bryan, Edward Hord 
Bullis, Omri 
Callaghan, Charles 


Past High Priests i 

Wm. Thomas Reynolds, 
James Laidley, 

John Francis Snow, 

Hiram Thro op OraveB 
Samnel Graves, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Cecil, John 
Center, John 
Chapin, Dinsmore Davis 
Chevers, William Henry 
Churchill, Clark 
Clary, William Henry 
£ockrill, Theo. Guevara 
Cook, Nicholas Leonidas 
Cousins, Charles Samuel 
Cox, Henry 
Cox, Palmer 
Craig, William 
Cummings, Walter Bailey 
Davis, Edmund S. 

Davis, Isaac Ephinstone 
Day, Franklin Henry 
Dean, Peter 

Dougherty, Chas. Medley 
Earl, John Ogden 
Earl, Henry Halford 
Eastman, Frank 
Easton, Wendell 
Eaton, Jonas Allen 
Eckfeldt, John Michael 
Edwards, Frank George 
Elliot, Gardner 
Elliot, Charles Emery 
Ellis, Henry Hiram 
Ewell, Luther Jerome 
Estee, Morris March 


William Wilson Traylor, 
John Kirkpatrick, 

John William Harville, 
Thomas Kyle. 


Fake, George John 
Farnam, Edward 
Farrish, Thomas Edwin 
Farwell, William Havard 
Flynn, Martin 
Foot, Henry DnQaesnet 
Garfield, John Qnincy 
Garratt, William Thompson 
Gates, Horatio Sylvester 
Gilmore, Archibald Neill 
Goewey, James Monroe 
Grant, Thomas Chamberlin 
Gray, William 
Graham, John 
Green, Alonzo 
Gunn, William John 
Hall, Robert 
Harney, William 
Harrington, John Coniy 
Harris, James Henry 
Haskell, Charles Lyman 
Hastings, Everett Linos 
Hildebrandt, Carsten 
Hobbs, Caleb Seocohmb 
Hodge, John G. 

Hodgkins, Alfred Randall 
Holcomb, William Austin 
Hotaling, Anson Parsons 
Hotchkiss, Henry Wells 
Howard, George Henry 
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Howe, George Washington 
Horton, Thomas Botch 
Ingalls, John Newton 
Jacobs, Albert 
Jaynes, Frank 
Jeffrey, William 
Johnson, John Hnnroe 
Johnson, William Corrie 
Johnston, Baptist 
Johnston, William David 
Jones, Cyrus Winship 
Jones, William Arthur 
Kennedy, Frank 
Kennedy, John Fitzmaurioe 
Kibbe, Henry Clay 
Kimball, Moses Combe 
King, Henry Lewis 
King, John 
King, Joseph Libbey 
Kincaid, John Evans 
Kuh, Leopold 
Kaeding, Chas. Van Boren 
Lane, Edmund 
Laird, David White 
Landers, John 
Lewis, Edwin 
Litchfield, Watson Dyer 
Lloyd, Beuben Hedley 
Loop, Sidney Joseph 
Louderback, Andrew A. 
Luty, John Samuel 
Lyman, Charles 
Maguire, Joseph 
Maieas, Christian W. 

Marye, Geo. Thomas Jr. 
McComb, John 
McCrindle, William 
MoDonald, Alex. Dunbar 
McDonough, And. Neater 
McMath, Joseph 
McNulty, Charles Augustus 


Middleton, Frank 
Miller, Elbridge L. 

Miller, Stephen Girard 
Montagnie, Joseph E. de la 
Montague, Wilford Weed 
Moore, Eliot Josiah 
Moore, Robert Henry 
Morgan, David Jr. 

Morgan, John Stilwell 
Morse, Ebenezer Eaton 
Morse, Amos Clark 
Morton, Charles Carey 
Nagel, William 
Nagle, George Dedrich 
Neal, Charles Sanders 
Neville, Ernest Harry 
Norcrosa, Daniel 
Northrop, David Blair 
O’Conner, Thomas Michael 
Osgood, George 
Parker, George Franklin 
Pendergast, James Albert 
Plum, Charles Mortimer 
Plummer, Harry Wilkinson 
Pratt, Leonidas E. 

Price, Thomas 
Prior, John Lewis 
Ramsdell, Benjamin Hatch 
Reavis, William Henry 
Reynolds, Frank Bailey 
Riohards, William Henry 
Root, Ira Colburn 
Rosekrans, Hiram 
Rundell, William Mason 
Russell, John Adam 
Sawyer, Charles Henry 
Schneider, Edward William 
Seaton, Horace Henry 
Selden, James Miles 
Shaeffer, John Werner 


Shattuck, David Dustin 
Short, Peter 

Shrader, Andrew Jackson 
Smith, Edwin Lawrence 
Smith, Henry Sumner 
Smith, Stephen Henry 
Stadtfeld, Jacob 
Stanley, Samuel Lewis 
Steiger, Charles Rudolphs 
Stockman, John Milton 
Stoutenborough, J. Henry 
Stringer, William James 
Sullivan, Eugene Lemuel 
Swift, James Flitcroft 
Thompson, Lucius 
Thomson, Malcolm 
Thrall, Henry Homer 
Torrence, John 
Trueworthy, Francis Marion 
Tustin, William Isaac 
Urquhart, James Simonson 
Valentine, John 
Van Duzer, Oliver 
Von Jinsen, Ernest 
Wadsworth, James C. L. 
Warren, Joseph M. 
Waterhouse, Fred. Adelbert 
Waters, George Latham 
Wells, William 
Wetherbee, Calvin Hale 
Wheeler, Jacob 
Wightman, John 
Wilde, Franois Brooke 
Willey, Otis Freeman 
Williams, Abraham Pease 
Williams, John Henry 
Williamson, Robt. Stockton 
Wilson, Charles 
Winkle, Henry 
Wooster, John Benjamin 

— 238 . 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 
Hamlin, George Smith, Adrian Russell 


Spratt, George 8— 3. 


mark MASTER: 

Howard, Horace Zerath— 1. 

RESTORED * 

Stoutenborough, John Henry Von Jeinsen, Ernest— 2. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Ellis, John Stonacre Garniss, James Rodgers Schafer, Herman, Henry 


Ellsworth, Anson Merrill 
8 


Olin, Ansil S. Schafer 


Digitized by 


Google 



410 


Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8: 

Arnold, Alexander Spencer— 1. 

icYPBT.T/im ; 

Lane, George Edward, Jr. — 1. 

DIED : 

Hinckley, Cbas. Edward Stebbins,Wm. Pitt Cleveland Van Bokkelen, Jacob L.— 3. 


NEVADA CHAPTER, No. 0. 

Nevada, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Monday in each month . 


OFFICERS < 


Tbomaa Mein, Sigh Priest , 

I an thus Jerome Rolfe, King, 

Edwin Tilley, Scribe, 

James Harvey Helm, Capt. of the Host, 
Benjamin Brace Lee, Principal Sojourner , 
John Herbert Board man, Royal Arch Capt. 


Kaskil Casper, Master of 3d VaU, 
William Floyd, Master qf 2 d Vail, 
HalBtead Stansfield, Master of 1st Vail , 
Martin Luther Marsh, Treasurer, 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Secretary, 
Joseph Brewster Gray, Guard. 


Past High Priests t 

Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Charles Marsh, Thomas Mein. 


Banner, Pincus 
Chapin, Samuel Leonard 
Colby, Geprge Hackett 
Crandall, Orman 
Davidson, William Henry 
Dickson, John Hutton 
Dill, John 
Donald, Alfred 
Donald, James 
Donald, Thomas 
Ennis, Franklin 
Fanil, George 
Fleming, Jos. Davenport 
Fowler, Edwin 
Gentry, Richard Benton 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Gilbert, John Richards 
Goldsmith, AdolphuB 
Greenwald, Julius 
Hale, Horace 

Hathaway, Francis Marion 
Long, William David 
McBrown, John 
Montgomery, John 
Pease, Sanford Orrin 
Powers, George S . 
Prescott, Lyman Reed 
Preston, Edward Myers 
Randolph, William Cooper 
Richards, Philip 
Rolls* Ianthis Jerome 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTEB 


Rose, David 
Rose, James 

Sargent, Aaron Augustus 
Sanders, William Henry 
Sanders, Josiah 
Searls, Niles 
Slinger, William 
Stowers, Nathaniel Henry 
Thom, David, Jr. 

Weeks, William Hamilton 
Wheeler, Matthew Mitchell 
Williamson, Levi 
Wing, Rodney 
Wirth, James Albert — 65. 


Holmes, William 


Brown, David M&tthew 
Davit, James 


McElroy, Charles 
PAST MASTER: 
McBean, John— 1. 
WITHDRAWN: 
Greenwald, Jnlins 
Tisdale, William De Witt 


Reid, James— 3. 


Williams, Edward— 6. 


EXCLUDED: 

Colby, George Hackett — 1. 
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BENICIA CHAPTER, No. 7. 

Benicia, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Tuesday of or next preceding FuU Moon . 
OFFICERS s 

Timothy Sage, Sigh Priest, Edward H. Von Pfister, Master ofZd VaU, 

John Housely, King*, Robert Stewart, Master qf 'Id VaU, 

Lansing Bond Mizner, Scribe, Archibald McDonald, Master of 1st VaU, 

George Poor, Captain qf the Host, John Rueger, Treasurer, 

Wm. Henry Smith, Principal Sojourner, Thomas McKay, Secretary , 

Joseph G. Johnson, Royal Arch Captain, William Mathewson, Guard. 


Past High. Priests s 

Sylvester W oodbridge , Timothy Sage. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 


Brownlee, Thomas 
Danforth, Edwin 
Ennis, Richard 
Freeman, Otis Kimball 
Grant, John 


Holbrook. Charles Edward Owen. John Wren 


Long, Michael Henry 
MathewBon, John 
McKenzie, Allen 


Pollock, Robert 
Spencer, Christopher 
Westlake, John— 26. 


WITHDRAWN : 


DIED: 


Ashbrook, Alfred— 1. 


Scott, James— l. 


SHASTA. CHAPTER, No. 0. 

Shasta, Shasta County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month.. 
OFFICERS i 


Lonis Wellendorff, High Priest, 

William Ely Hopping, King, 

Joseph Weil, Scribe, 

Elijah Mason Dixon, Captain of the Host, 
Adolph Dobrowski, Principal Sojourner , 
Mortimer C. Allen, Royal Arch Captain, 


Alexander R. Andrews, Master %d VaU, 
Charles Anderson, Master 2d VaU, 
Ulysses R. Lord, Master 1st Vail, 

Daniel Potter Bystle, Treasurer , 

David Weil, Secretary , 

Gunther Fred. C. Sohroter, Guard. 


Pact High Priostc i 


Whiting Griswood West, P. G. H. P. George Carruth Farqnhar, 

Adolph Dobrowsky, ' Daniel Potter Bystle. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Andrew, William 
Anklin, Henry 
Chandler, Fred. Brewster 
Chappell, James Nathan 
Coleman, Adoram 
Garden, John William 
Greene, Thomas 
Gnptil, William Neal 
Higginbotham, Jno. Baptist 
Matlock, David B. 

Moore, Joseph 


Overmire, Charles Edwin 
Pryor, Athanasins 
Reagan, James 
Reinecke, Christopher 
Ross, Herman Frederick 
Scammon, James Freeman 
Scott, John Varner 
Shuffleton, Hugh Hall 
Shurtleff, Benjamin 
Souter, John 

RESTORED: 


Swain, Alex. Cartwright 
Sweet, Henry Andrew 
Syme, John 
Taggart, Grant Israel 
Taylor, Holloway 
Watson, William 
Webb, John Paxton 
Wheeler, Frank 
Wilson, Henry Ellis 
Wimmer, James Moses— 45. 


Moore, Joseph — 1. 


DIED ; 

Goodberg, Francis William Isaacs, Joseph 


Parker, William— 3. 
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SUTTER CHAPTER, No. 11. 

Sutter Creek, Amador County. 

Stated Meetings, third Friday in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


Henry Peek, High Priest, 

Robert Aitken, King, 

Charles Drake Burleson, Scribe , 

John Whltton Surface, Oapt . of the Host , 
Abner EL Callaway, Principal Sojourner , 
Thomas Dunlap, Boyal Arch Captain, 


William Bennetts, Master of 3d Veil, 
Morris Brinn, Master of 2d VaU , 
Robert Redpath, Master of 1st Vail, 
John Barnes Kelley, Treasurer, 
Alonzo King Dudley, Secretary , 

Jesse Milliken, Guard. 


Alrlnza Ha ward, 


Adams, James 
Briggs, Samuel Green 
Bmry, Daniel William 
Campbell, John M. 

Otnte, Peter Alonzo 
Comstock, Asa Leland 
Cook, Philemon 
Cosner, Robert 
Dayies, David Thomas 
Fagan, Peter 
Parley, James Thompson 
Fiske, Henry Mortimer 
Ford, Henry Darnell 
Hall, Henry Frank 
Henley, Jonathan Speaker 


Past High Priests i 

Alexander Cartwright Joy, Henry Peck. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Huse, Samuel Emerson 
Isaacs, Bernard 
Keyes, John 
Lillie, John B. 

Lutnesky, Vincent 
Manon, Samuel Sanford 
McLane, Laughlin 
Melirtens, Daniel 
Newman, George 
Palmer, Eliphalet Charles 
Parkinson, Manuel Casado 
Post, John McDongal 
Poundstone, Laurence Ryd 
Farrington, Col’bus Allen 

PAST MASTERS: 


Riohling, Peter 
Robinson, John Andrew 
Rose, Albert Henry 
Smith, William 
Spagnolia, Duval Bennedetto 
Spagnolia, 'Sylvester Giovani 
Steinberger, John Adam 
Stuart, Horace Moulton 
Stewart, James Franklin 
Sutherland, William 
Walther, Otto 
Whetstone, Wm. Columbus 
Whitlaoh, Daniel Henry 
Wolley, Eliphus Burt— 67. 


Russell, John Elisha Stewart, Samuel Decount Rolls Surface, James Phillips— 3. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Kales, Martin William— 1. 


CAT A VERAS CHAPTER. No. 12. 

Merced, Merced County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Wednesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS I 

Peter Dinwiddle Wigginton, High Priest , Sami Claghorn Bates, Master of 2d Pail, 
Silas Maroh, King, Basil Delashmutt, Master of 2d Vail, 

Frederick Beoker, Scribe, Samuel Dickenson, Master of 1st Vail , 

8amuel Mitchell Brown, Oapt. of the Host, Isaac Henry Jacobs, Treasurer , 

Chas. Macmurdo Blair, Principl, Sojourner , John Alexander Kendriok, Secretary, 
William John Hart, Boyal Arch Captain, Anthony James Meany, Guard . 

Past High Priestst 

Dinwiddle Wigginton, Charles Macmurdo Blair, Mark HowelL 
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Adams, William 
Aiken, John MoFee 
Bradford, Abram Clark 
Breen, Nicholas 
Dickinson, James Johnson 
Eagleson, Erastns 
Fuqua, John Woodson 

Jacob Elias, 


ROYAL ABOH MASONS: 
Grade, William Adolph 
Hardwick, Win. Jefferson 
James, Henry George 
Le bright, Frederick 
Means, William Leland 
Rector, Eldridge Gerry 

PAST MASTERS: 


Scott, Moses Heaton 
Silman, William Lewis 
Wallace, Erastns 
Weed, William Seaman 
Welch, Peyton Yonng 
Welch, Lncillns Arthur— 32. 


Henry Christopher Boss.— 2. 


WASHINGTON CHAPTER, No. 18. 

Mjurjnrrllle, Tabs County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Fridays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


William Fletcher, High Priest t 
Arthur Gilman Drake, King, 

Eli Teegarden, Scribe, 

John Henry Gerken, Captain of the Host , 
Garvin Walker Hutchings, Prin. Sojourner, 
Thomas Weston Kent , Royal Arch Captain, 


Victor Lewis Ernshields, Master 3d Vail, 
Lewin Falk, Master of 2d Vail , 

John Mcllmoil, Master of 1st Vail , 
Marcus Marcuse, Treasurer , 

James Fred. Eastman, Secretary , 
AmaBa Willey White, Guard. 


William Lee Lawrence, 
Norman Dnnning Rideout, 

Baird, George Hall 
Barrie, John Ferguson 
Beloher, Edward Augustus 
Belcher, Isaac Sawyer 
Belcher, William Caldwell 
Bigelow, Marcus James 
Bingham, Atkins Clark 
Binney, Andrew Jackson 
Book! us, Charles George 
Bourne, George JeBBie 
Briggs, Joseph Warren 
Burohard, John Lnther 
Borgett, Henry 
Buttelman, Frederick 
Caldwell, Arthur Brooks 
Carpenter ,Geo.Washington 
Chandler, Melvin Laveni 
Cheney, John 
Cohen, Isaao 
Cohen, William 
Cohn, Bernard 
Crane, Lemuel Trescott 


Past High Priestsi 

Edmund Taylor Wilkins, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Davey, John 
Decker, Peter 
Dickey, James Thomas 
Dobbins, Thomas 
Dougall, Thomas 
Filkins, Charles Edward 
Fisher, Charles Lester 
Foster, John Quincy 
Friend, William 
Hamlin, Norman Scott 
Harrington, Chris. Clark 
Harris, Isaao Thompson 
Hartwell, William Hiscock 
Heath, George 
Hochstadter, Simon 
Hogle, William Henry 
Holland, George 
Hollingshead, Jos. Easton 
Hudson, Edward Henry 
Hunter, Enos Clark 
Hutchings, Samuel Cole 
Hntohinson, Samuel 


Charles E. Stone. 


Irwin, Alexander Cameron 
Jackson, William 
Jones, William Price 
Kernan, Thomas Hugh 
Keser, Louis 
Keyser, Philip Walter 
Lask, Joseph 

Lefavor, William Franklin 
Logan, Anderson Dabney 
Lohse, Hermann 
Marcuse, Meyer A. 

Marker, Henry Bowman 
Mayonx, Antoine 
McNutt, John Fleming 
Mead, George Purdy 
North, George 
Parks, William Henry 
Patterson, Charles Milton 
Raynolds, John 
Reece, Thomas White 
Riohardson, Geo. Strother 
Rogers, Sam’l Josiah Smith 
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Boss, Samuel Haws 
Slingsby, William 
Spear, Andrew Potter 
Stafford, Joshua 
Stratton, Cornelius Allen 
Summer land, Theodore 


Swain, William Caldwell Warren, Jonas Halstead 

Tomb, Jacob Whitebread, Wm. Cesar 

Traynor, James Wilcoxon, Caleb Elisha 

Walker, Charles Frederick Willey, Amasa Parker 
Walker, Louis Phillip Woods, Matthew — 99. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Oakley, Amasa Wilder 


Sparks, Martin Van Buren— 2. 


PAST MASTERS : 

Bometter, Charles 

MARE MASTERS: 
Jasper, Joseph Miscsl Carrington 

WITHDRAWN : 

Faulkner, Charles Patton, John 


Harvey, William— 2. 

Steel, Thomas Hugh— 2. 
Tufts, Albert Currier— 3. 


DROPPED PROM THE ROLL: 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Harris, Elisha A. Spaulding, Frank— 2. 

DIED: 

Cummins, Samuel Hudson, William Kendall— 2. 


HOWARD CHAPTER. No. 14. 


San Jose, Santa Clara County. 


Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month 
OFFICERS i 

Wilbur Justus Wilcox, High Priest , Wm. De Witt Allison, Master of 3 d Vail , 

Samuel Watson Boring, King , Isaiah Moyle, Master of 2d Vail, 

Henry Harvey Cook, Scribe , 8ilas Grout, Master of 1st Vail , 

Charles Henry Arnold, Captain of the Host, Return Roberts, Treasurer, 

Wm. Nioholas Castle , Principal Sojourner, William Alex. J anuary , Secretary , 
Harvey Newton Rice, Royal Arch Captain, Jacob Moser, Guard . 


Past High Priests t 

John Bankson Hewson, William Alex. January, George May. 


Jared Turner, 

Andrews, H. L. 

Arnold, Austin 
Barling, Harry 
Beard, Elihn Burritt 
Bennett, George Edmnnd 
Bishop, Samnel Addison 
Black, James Francis 
Hodley, Thomas 
Bohen, Daniel 
Bradlee, Ezra Smith 
Bradlee, Hugh Johnson 
Breyfogle, William Osman 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Brothers, Henry 
Brown, James Thomas 
Brown, Jeremiah Yancey 
Brownell, L. A. 

Dennis, William 
Dunshee, Rollin 
Easterday,8olomon Warren 
Fallon, Thomas 
Gardner, David Boyd* 
Garraud, Louis 
Gerdes, John Christian 
Hamilton, Alonzo Babbitt 


Henklebein, Adam 
Hollenbeck, Walter M. 
Holmes, Parker Butterfield 
Houghton, Henry Albert 
Hoyt, Amasa James 
Jackson, William Andrew 
Johnson, Samnel William 
Jones, Hugh Stevenson 
Joyce, William W. 

Keith, John Matthew 
Knpper, Benjamin 
Lenten, Theodore 
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May, Orange Seott Ohnstein, Oscar Spring, Thaddeus Warsaw 

Mayers, Christian Peacock, Geo. Washington Tobin, Michael 

Menefee, Joseph Jefferson Porter, John T. Tally, Edward C. 

McClnskey, Thomas Reither, Jacob Tolly, Pleasant Briton 

McDongall, Giles Eggleston Rowley, Albanos Beliger Vandine, E. 

McKenzie, Donald Rucker, JosephjEdmundson Warthen, AlbeiJ 8. 

McMortry, William Sharpe Sargent, James Pattee Watson, James Hodges 

Mildrnm, Charles R. Sexton, William Weller, Henry Olph 

Morey, Harvey Chapin Spence, Edward Fallis Wells, Proctor R. 

Mott, Richard Fitsallen Sim, George Weymonth, James L 81. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS: 

Marston, Samuel J. Sturgis, Melvin Beach— 4. 


CYRUS CHAPTER, No. 15. 

Treks, Siskiyou County. 

Stated Meetings , second Tuesday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

John Morris Walbridge, High Priest, Clans Schnaokenberg, Master of 3d. Vail, 
Louis Monet, King, William Castleton Eddy, Master of 2d VaU, 

Mitchell Alexander Brown, Scribe, Jurgen Osterman, Master qf 1st VaU, 

Alonso Emery Baynes, Capt. of the Host, William McConnell, Treasurer, 

James Vance, Principal Sojourner, John Waldo Thompson, Secretary, 

John William Bird, Royal Arch Captain , Joseph Lang, Jr., Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Daniel Ream, James Vance, Alonso Emery Baynes. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Boms, Albert Vanderbilt Hessenauer, John Nicholls Owens, Alexander 

Garrick, El^ah Horn, David Pellet, Samuel 

Champlin, Orin Huseman, Louis Pyle? Curtis Hooper 

Crooks, Andrew Donaldson Jones, John Johnson Riley, Francis 

Davis, Charles Henry Knights, George Horace Rogers, Franklin Augustas 

Doten, Josiah Wilson Lytle, James Alexander Stewart, Samuel Jonathan 

Dumas, Francis MoConaugh, James Swain, Abisha 

Fabricius, Andrew Jackson Newton, Joel Vogan, James Harper 

Haseriok, Anton Nichols, Henry Wadsworth, Henry— 40. 

SUSPEND ED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUBS: 

Caro, Isidor Fairchild, John Abraham— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR UNMA80NIC CONDUCT : 

Heard, Elijah Hice — 1. 


Lawrie, John 
Lemon, James 
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ST. JAMES CHAPTER, No. 10. 

Place rvllle, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings, first Wednesday in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


George Heirn Gilbert, High Priest , 
Charles Fitzgerald Irwin. King , 

Charles Broad, Scribe , 

Charles Caleb Peirce, Capt. qf the Host, 
George Franklin Mack, Princ'l Sojourner , 
George Granville Blanchard, R. A. Oapt., 


Marco Verrozza, Master of 3d Vail , 
Andrew Jackson Kennedy, Mast. 2d Vail, 
Robert Oliver Torn ball, Master 1st Vail, 
Giasseppe Roller!, Treasurer , 

Frederick Ferdinand Baras, Secretary, 
Carlo Joseph Cello, Guard . 


Past High Priests : 

Frederick Ferdinand Bam, George Heirn Gilbert, Robert Chalmers. 


Arvidson, Charles John 
Barlow, Geo. Washington 
Blakely, Album James 
Boop, John Daniel 
CaystUe, Thomas John 
Chalmers, George 
Chalmers, Robert 
Christie, Andrew Jackson 
Crowder, Jeremiah Jackson 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Dantz, Paul 

Gel wicks, Daniel William 
H&mmel, Henry 
Hertel, Charles H. E. 
Hopkins, Lemuel B. 

Home, James Banyan 
Levy, Joseph 
Lohry, Adam 


PAST MASTER : 
Phillips, George W.-1. 


Marry, Nelson Henry 
Miller, Daniel Rice 
Norton, Daniel E. 

Page, Horace Francis 
Plomado, Frank Hilair 
Taghtmier, Frederick 
Turman, Byron Isaac 
Yan Yoorhies, Ralph J.— 36. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Levan, Daniel Webster— 1. 


LIB ANUS CHAPTER. No. 17. 

Iowa Hill, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 
OFFICERS i 


William Whipple Poole, High Priest , 
Edward George Spencer, King, 

John Henry Mitohell, Scribe , 

Adams Barret, Captain of the Host, 

John Floyd Van Divier, Princ’l Sojourner , 
James Weaks Chinn, Royal Arch Captain , 


Chester Hackett, Master of 3d Vail, 
Henry Stemple, Master qf 2d Vail, 
Willis Fish Gould, Master of 1st VaU, 
Johu Schmitt, Treasurer , 

John Butler, Secretary, 

James Jasper Rich, Guard . 


William Clinton Rich, 


Cameron, William 
Eddings, George Franklin 
Develey, Henry K. 

Hughs, Richard Rogers 
Jacobs, James Monroe 


Past High Priests i 
James Ross, 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Jones, Jehoaikim 
Jones, Owen 
JuBt, John Peter 


William Whipple Poole. 

Mitchell, Edward 
Smith, Jonathan Mitchell 
Smith, William 
White, William K.— 28. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Dods, James— 1. 


Lewis, Robert 
Mill, William 

MARK MASTER : 

Leighton, Ang. Lord— 1. 
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GRASS VALLEY CHAPTER, No. 18. 

Gtau Valley, Nevada County. 


Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month . 

OFFICERS t 


Reuben Leech, High Priest , 

James Gluyas, King , 

Stephen Moore, Scribe, 

Daniel Kendig, Captain of the Host, 
Jonathan Converse Clough, P. Sojourner , 
Henry Randall Stevens, 22. A. Captain, 


William Gordon Hudson, Master 3d Vail , 
John Lyons Sullivan, Master of 2d Vail, 
Walter S. Stoddard, Master of 1st VaU. 
William Kenyon Spenser, Treasurer , 
Charles Henry Mitchell, Secretary, 

Alex. Burnie, Guard . 


Past High Priests t 

Alfred Barrett Dibble, Alexander Bnchanan Brady, Renben Leech. 

William McCormiok, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Anderson, Augustus Peyton Fairhurst, Geo. Washington Noel, James Clymer 


Anderson, Robert 
Angove, John 
Baun, John Frederick 
Berg, Alfred 
Binkleman, David 
Boden, Thomas 
Bonivert, Paschal Joseph 
Bryan, John Albion 
Bryant, William Henry 
Burns, John Thompson 
Catron, William 
Clift, William 
Coleman, Edward 
Coleman, John Crisp 
Coombe, William 
Crocker, John Ross 
Cross, Thomas 
Delano, Alonzo 
Dorsey, John Jacob 


Farrell, James Alexander 
Findley, Thomas 
•Fricot, Jules 
Gad, Bernard 
Goad, John Cornelius 
Hand, William Dawson 
Halleck, Joseph 
Hatch, Martin Payne 
Husom, Andrew 
Lathrop, Solomon 
Lawrence, John 
Lowrey, Richard Daniel 
M^jor, John Newton 
Michell, Thomas John 
Mitchell, William Henry 
Morris, Jacob 
Moore, Stephen 
Noall, James 
Noel, Richard 


Noonan, Patrick 
Peers, Joseph 
Price, Briscoe Hugh 
Rhatigan, John 
Rowland, Louis Jerome 
Sanders, John 
Saxon, Edward 
Saxon, James 
Simpson, James 
Smith, Charles Woolson 
Stoddard, Alexander 
Stoddard, Orlando 
Stoddard, Walter 8. 

Stokes, William Charles 
Vincent, George 
Walker, Thomas Rolla 
Watt, William 
Whiting, Edward Houston 
—72. 


PAST MASTER : 
Mansau, Zephaniah— 1. 
MARK MASTERS : 


Coffee, William R. 
WITHDRAWN : 

Grymes, George Anderson— 1. 

Nathan, Benjamin 


Weaver, George W,— 2. 
SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Roberts, Edmund Wilson— 1. 

DIED : 

Petijean, Marie— 2. 


9 
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TRINITY CHAPTER, No. 19. 

WeaverHUe, Trinity County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


Olo Christian Christiansen, High Priest , 
Thomas Love Miller, King , 

James Madison Pickett, Scribe, 

Jacob Panlsen, Captain of the Host, 

John Clifton Mason, Principal Sojourner, 
Joel Chilton Wood, Royal Arch Captain, 


Gotlieb Fred’k Diener, Master ofZ'iYail, 
David Harden, Master of 2d Vail, 

Peter Patterson Black, Master of 1st Vail, 
Louis Raab, Treasurer , 

Morris Franklin Griffin, Secretary , 

John Aug. Charles Goering, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Wiley James Tinnin, John Clifton Mason. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Given, William Cushing Musser, John Rach, Michael— 17. 

McGillivray, Joseph 

WITHDRAWN: 

Sutherlin, William David— 1. 


FRANKLIN CHAPTER, No. 20. 

Oroville, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


Thomas Callow, High Priest, 

St. John Jackson, King, 

Thomas Jarreto Jenkins, Scribe, 

John Boughton Hewitt, Capt. of the Host, 
George H. Crossette, Principal Sojourner, 
David King Perkins, Royal Arch Captain, 


Ralzemond.Parker, Master of 3 dVail, 
George Shear, Master of 2 dVail, 
David Bright Hays, Master of IstVaU, 
Frederick John Becker, Treasurer , 
Arthur McDermott, Secretary. 

John Constantine Mitchell, Guard. 


Thomas Callow, 

Charles Fayette Lott, 

Beall, John 
Block, Joseph • 
Branscomb, John 
Buchanan, Philander 
Barronghs, Charles 
Chappell, Wallace Homer 
Dyer, George Washington 
Fanlkner, Thomas 
Gallinger, Abraham B. 
Glass, Lonis 


Past High Priests t 

George Clement Perkins, 
Arthur McDermott, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Harris, Jahial 
Heintz, Thibault 
Hendricks, Thomas 
Hida, Jehu 

Hundley, Patrick Ogilby 
Logan, James Columbus 
Mitchell, John Constantine 
Plam, Nathaniel Dnnbar 
Rollins, Daniel Fletcher 


Thomas Jarre tt Jenkins, 
George Henry Crossette. 

Rnggles, Elijah Starr, 
Simons, Lonis 
Sparks, Ebenezer Morrison 
Stearns, Amos Kies 
Vance, James Monroe 
Wagner, Frank 
Wells, Michael Henry 
West, Miers Barton 
Young, Henry G. — 41. 
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Byler, Eldridge Mallard 
Davis, Edward Jennings 

Bean, Jackson 
WITHDRAWN : 
Scharline, Lonis, P. M.*— 1. 


MARK MASTERS: 

Edmunds, William Kenney, John Leander -4. 
PAST MASTER8 : 

Floyd, Tabor— 2. 

DROPPED FROM THE ROLL . 
Spaulding, Andrew Jackson, M. M 1. 


SIERRA CHAPTER, No. 21. 

Downleville, Sierra County. 


Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next preceding Full Moon. 
OFFICERS : 


William Thompson Luther, High Priest, 
Benjamin Pauly, King, 

Henry Haddon Purdy, Scribe, 

Alexander Thom, Captain of the Host, 
Henry Warner, Principal Sojourner , 
Hiram George Wier, Royal Arch Captain , 


Joseph Berg, Master of 3d Vail, 
Valentine Hartling, Master of 2 d Vail , 
George C. Martin, Master of 1st Vail , 
Ernest Kruse, Treasurer, 

William Ryan, Secretary, 

Peter Thatcher, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 


Henry Warner, William Thompson Luther, 

Washington Cicero Doud, Edwin Eansonj Davis. 


Abbey, George Henry 
Asher, Alex. Branch 
Bernhard, Lewis 
Blohm, John August 
Busch, August Christopher 
Byingtou, Lewis 
Clute, John Howard 
Corcoran, James 
Crane, Lauren Elliot 
Creveling, Elemuel N. L. 


Farish, William 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Crooks, James Brown 
Davis, Willett Charles 
Eschbacker, Franz Antoine 
Grippen, Erastus Mortimer 
Gunsolus, William Henry 
Hanley, William A. 

Koutz, John 
Langstaff, Matthew 
McNaughton, James 

RESTORED : 
Higgins, Edward— 1. 
WITHDRAWN : 


Parsons, Nathan 
Peacock, James Richard 
Picken, Alexander 
Riley, William Eugene 
Ross, John 
Shawness, John 
Stewart, Samuel Curtis 
Thomas, Henry 
Wilkins, William— 42. 


Higgins, Edward— 2. 


8U8PENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Allemau, Samuel— 1. 


* Permission given to take the remaining degrees elsewhere. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



420 


Beturus of Subordinate Chapters to the 

PETALUMA CHAPTER. No. 22. 

Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Mondays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

Oscar Valentine Walker, High Priest , James Haline Knowles, Master of 3d Vail, 

William Carpenter, King, Achille Kahn, Master of 2d VaU , 

Asahel Adams Bean, Scribe , Alexander Lackey, Master of 1st VaU, 

Hiram Fayette Taft, Captain of the Host , Joseph Martin Bowles, Treasurer , 

Benj. Franklin Tuttle, Principal Sojourner, Josiah Horace Crane, decretory, 

John Boyd Christie, Royal Arch Captain, James Singley, Guard. 

Pact High Priests s 

James Singley, Benjamin Franklin Tuttle, 

Thomas Jefferson Graham, Oscar Valentine Walker. 

ROYAL ARCH MAHONS: 

Allen, William Thomas Hanbrick, Leonard Polk, Charles Ephraim 

Anderson, James Wright Heineken, Hiram Albert Preston, Richard Milne 
Biehler, William Hoffman, Adam Joseph Ross, William 

Carder, Dennison Delos Huie, George William Schroyer, Aaron 

Cloaetts, Henry Felix Haie, John Thompson Shaver, John 

Cox, William Emery Kaffel, Isaac Shone, Thomas 

Dreyfass, Edward Magnire, James Foster Stockwell, Mare nos Vincent 

Fairbanks, Hiram Tobbert Malott, Leonard Coatsworth Tempel, Conrad 

Farley, Francis Hall Merritt, John Thompson, Jefferson 

Galvin, Micah Jonah C. Miner, Welcome Ephraim Todd, William 

Gerlock, Lewis Pierce, Abraham Jewell Wands, James — 47. 

Goshen, Marcas Dyatheka 

PAST MASTER : wiRir MASTER : 

Giacomini, Natale— 1. Keays, William Samuel— 1. 

RESTORED : 

Huie, George William— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Reinhardt, Bernard Anderson, William Lafayette Jorgensen, Jess — 3. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Holden, William —1. 

DIED: 

Conrad, Simon Bond, Joshua Lester— 2. 


OLIVER CHAPTER, No. 23. 

Forest Hill, Placer Coumty. 

Stated Meetings, first Saturday after Full Moon. 

OFFICERS i 


Ambrose Hall Cowden, High Priest, 
Thomas Norwood Hosmer, King, 

Abram Breece, Soribe, 

Joel Franklin Smith, Captain of the Host, 
Franklin W. Allen, Principal Sojourner , 
John Tickle, Royal Arch Captain, 


Peyton Powell, Master of 2d VaU, 
Martin Baronin Tobbs, Master of2dVail , 
Jacob Warwick Byrd, Master oflstVaU, 
Jacob Lock Welker, Treasurer, 

James Russell Glover, Secretary, 

— — — , Guard . 
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Russell Parkhurst, 

Allen, John E. 

Borland, James 
Carter, John Franklin 
Cox, Richard 
Cravens, Robert Oscar 
Davis, John Floyd 
Dewey, Charles Hitchcock 
Fast, John Henry Adolph 


Fast High Priests i 

James Russell Glover, 
BOTAL ARCH MASONS; 
Goff, Abner W. 

Hosmer, Daniel Mansfield 
Huntley, Ashley 
J ohnson, Maguies 
Jones, John D. 

Krysher, William 
Lind, Charles 


Ambrose Hall Cowden. 

Middleton, Joseph Trail 
Morton, Geo. Washington 
Penman, William Alex. 
Shain, Warren Cassius 
White, Walter Raleigh 
Willard, Simeon Sylvester 
Williams, Richard— 34. 


WITHDRAWN: 


DIED: 


Nelson, Edward Peter— 1. 


Shields, William Sterrett— 1. 


LA FAYETTE CHAPTER, No. 24. 

Campion ville. Tuba County. 

Staled Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS » 


Richard Hunt, High Priest , 

William Walker Gibson, King, 

William Alexander Meek, Scribe, 

Charles O’Hara, Captain of the Host, 
Joshua Hutchings Variel, Prin. Sojourner, 
Valentine Cook McMurray, R. A. Capt. 


Silas Sherman Baker, Master of 3 dVail, 
Carlos Fred. Mansur, Master of 2d Vail , 
David Calvin, Master of 1 stVaR, 

J osi ah Perkins Brown, Treasurer , 
Richard Baker, Secretary, 

Peter Russell, Guard . 


Josiah Perkins Brown, 
Richard Munt, 

Araott, James 
Baxter, John 
Beaman, John Henry 


Past High Priests i 

Joshua Hutchings Variel, 

BOTAL ARGH MASONS: 
Isaacs, Elias 

Landecker, David Henry 
DIED: 


Valentine Cook MoMurray. 


Spencer, Stephen 
Walton, Geo. Washington 
— 19, 


O’Bear, Benjamin Threlkheld— 1. 


GEORGETOWN CHAPTER, No. 25. 

Georgetown, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 


OFFICERS i 


John Dodd Skinner, High Priest , 

Solomon Adam Berry, King, 

James Moon, Scribe, 

Reuben Rich Willey, Captain of the Host, 
Henry Warren Rnssell, Princ'l Sojourner, 
Isaac Priestly Jackson, Royal Arch Capt . 


Glpsni Bassi, Master of Sd VaR, 

John Wade, Master of 2d Vail, 

Geo. Washington Hunter, Master 1st Vail, 
Elijah Harper Watson, Treasurer , 
Ellison Lasse 11 Crawford, Secretary . 
Charles Langley, Guard. 
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Past High Priests i 

Bichard Doncaster, Jr. John Ernest Konkler, Henry Warren Boasell, 

William Roosh, Samnel Doncaster, George Washington Hunter. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Alden, Samnel Jemmison Dnnahoo, Wm. Washington Markle, John Alexander 

Anderson, William Carey Epps, Tinsley Barton McNevin, Henry Patrick 

Armstrong, Thomas Z. . Fillipini, Rinaldo Nye, Samnel Porter 

Benjamin, De Witt C. Fleishman, Jacob Pedrini, Ciprlano 

Carter, John E. Kelly, Harvey Pedrini, Massimino 

Davison, John Paul Jones Lagerson, Frederick Spencer, Willis Eugene 

Downs, John L. Lawyer, John Jay Wiley, kenben Rich— 36. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : PAST MASTER : 

Maltby, Henry Grove— 1. Jillson, Emmett— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Beattie, George Hawks, Zeeb Cortes— 2. 


OAKLAND CHAPTER, No. 20. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Thursdays in each month . 
OFFICERS i 

Thatcher Peter Wales, High Priest, Daniel Webster Pratt, Master 3 d Vail, 

George Mansfield Blake, King, Edwin Dnnn Farrington, Master 2 dVail, 

James Lentell, Scribe, Frank Howard Brooks, Master 1st Vail, 

William Bart Clayton, Captain of the Host , Jeremiah Elken Wbitcher, Treasurer , 
Wm. Addison Walter, Principal Sojourner , Benjamin Akerly, Secretary , 

John Clarke Irwin, Royal Arch Captain , John Ross, Guard, 

Past High Priests t 

Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, George Mansfield Blake, Thatcher Peter Wales. 
Benjamin Akerly, 

ROYAL AROH MASONS : 

Ayres, William Henry 
Bagge, Christian 
Bagley, William Patrick 
Beazell, James 
Becht, Joseph 
Block, Emanuel David 
Carlton, George Henry 
Carrick. John Willard 
Chisholm, John 
Cooms, Henry 
Cordes, Panl Henry 
Crane, William Watrous 
Cashing, Clinton 
Delger, Frederick 
Dieves, Joseph 
Elliott, Matthew 
Evers, John Henry 


Gabb, William Moor 
Greenwood, Jacob 
Grosso, Constantine 
Haelke, Hell wig Leopold 
Harwood, Wm. Douglass 
Havens, Henry Herman 
Henninger, Frederick 
Hill, William Henry 
Hillebrand, Henry 
HirBhberg, Samuel 
Hitchcock, Henry Elisha 
Hobbs, Levit Moses 
Howe, Micha Mead 
Jansen, Ernest F. George 
Kennedy, William 
Mann, Benj. Franklin 
Marsh, Chas. Pantier 


Maloon, Benjamin 
McMillen, Robert 
Milligan, Henry Gilbert 
Nolan, Stephen 
Rector, Ledwell James 
Reid, Charles Wood 
Searing, William 
Shattnck, Francis K. 
Shimon, John Lewis 
Smith, Elzaphan Ithamon 
Snider, Lyman Nntt 
Trogden, Willy H. 
Warner, Franklin 
Watson, William C. 
Wheelan, Alanson 
Zabel, Julias— 62. 
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HOST EXCELLENT HA8TEBS: 

Cunningham, Patrick James Tirrill, Lafayette Connelly, Charles — 3. 
WITHDRAWN: 

Brown, Roswell Jackson Irwin, William H. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8 : 


Bell, Samuel Bookstaver 
Chapman, Lemuel G. 
Caddy, John 
Cooley, James Munroe 


Fenn, John Lewis 
Gieschen, John 
Kyte, James Carter 
Minor, James Ogden 


Tickner, Daniel 
Van Voorhies, William 
Watkins, Leonard— 11. 


DELTA CHAPTER, No. 27. 

Auburn, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings, Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS i 

Charles John Hellwig, High Priest , William H enry Mullen, Master of 3 d Vail , 

Edward Frederick Holly, King , John McBride, Master of 2d Vail, 

Gera Bretton Pedmore, Scribe, Benj. Dulany Dunham, Master of 1 stVaH, 

John Riggs Crandall, Captain of the Host, Francis Antone Lux, Treasurer, 

Benj. Franklin Myres, PrincH Sojourner , David Wlademer Lubeck, Secretary, 
Adrian Stories Whittemore, Royal A. Capt. Thomas Jamison, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

John RiggB Crandall, Benjamin Franklin Myres. 


ROYAL AROH MASONS: 


Applegate, Geo. Wash’n 
Green, William George 
Harper, Thomas Burell 
Laven, James Andrew 


Pratt, Jonathan Davis 
Busing, Edward S. 
Shepard, Michael Harper 


Stonecipher, Isaac 
Waldron, Mahlon 
Ward well, Jarius Vespasian 
— 22 . 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER: DROPPED FROM THE ROLL: 

Griffith, Griffith— 1. McGuire, Lucius, P. M.,-1. 

EXCLUDED: 

Smith, Edward Guy— 1. 


STOCKTON CHAPTER, No. 28. 

Stockton, San Joaquin County. 

Stated Meetings , fourth Tuesday in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Alexander Chalmers, High Priest , 

Geo. Alexander McKenzie, King , 

William Graham, Scribe, 

Willard Franklin Fletcher, Capt.of the Host, 
Philip Thomas Brown, Pr. Sojourner. 

Geo. Falkenborough Smith, R . A. Captain, 
Isaac Lothrop, Master of 3d Vail, 


James Hume, Master of 2d VaU, 
Joseph Fyfe, Master of \st VaU, 
Edward Richard Hedges, Treasurer, 
Lemuel Elisha Lyon, Secretary, 
Henry Lewis Foote, Chaplain , 
Julias Robert Steiny, Organist, 
Thomas Driver, Guard. 
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Past High Priest* i 

tsaac Sutvene Titus, P. G. R. P. Gilbert Burnett Claiborne, 

William Abraham Davies, P. O. H. P. Edward Richard Hedges, 

Royal Bellows Parker, Thomas Kent Hook. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Bargion, Peter Fraser, Philip Barry Roberts, John Arthur 

Belding, Charles Gardner, Thomas M. Roseman, Ferdinand 

Beritzhoff, Alex. Charles Harr old, Nathaniel Siggons Sargent, Henry Sumner 
Bertrand, Louis Hickman, Edward Scott, Edward 

Bond, Morris Hartwell Hodgkins, Henry Seilnacht, Frank 

Brutschy, Charles Houston, William James Selden, James Richard 

Burkett, Alexander Ireland, Elias Shaw, Henry Coffin 

Calno, John Jackson, John Robert Scott Shurtleff, Geo. Augustus 

Campbell, Wash. Lafayette Jamieson, Andrew Richard Smith, James Caldwell 
Cavis, Joseph Mills Kelsey, John Milton Stevens, Eben Shepard 

Choate, Thomas Baker Keeler, William Henry Stewart, Frank 

Cooper, Calvin Savage KingBley, James Forman Stockton, Elias Alonzo 

Cutting, Lewis Morrison Kirkland, William Swain, Cornelius 

Daniels, James Moore Littlehale, James Taylor, Hugh W. 

Dorrance, Henry Tully Milco, Nicola Taylor, Ed. Hy. Courtnay 

Dyke, Ozro D. Misener, Norman Sumner Thresher, Minord Sprague 

Eldridge, Edward Duane Munter, August Fred Wm. Tilghman, George 

Eldridge, Samuel Orr, Nelson Mills Vance, John Anderson 

Elliott, Lyman Weston Peters, Joseph D. Waterman, Sylvanns Dexter 

Evans, George Spofford Phelps, Joseph Larose Wilson, Thomas— -80. 

Fanning, Howard Malcom 

WITHDRAWN : 

Ivory, Charles Oscar Sedgwick, John— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Barada, Laurent Langford, Benj. Franklin Wilhoit, Roley Early 

Ely, Beqj. Ezra Stiles Newell, Timothy Winn Zimmerman, John Andrew 

Grissim, Henry Stamper, William B. — 8. 

DIED : 

Mountjoy, George Lewis— 1. 


MANZANITA CHAPTER. NO. 29. 

North Son Joan, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Friday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

John Store* McBride, High Priest, John McCoy, Master of 3d Vail, 

George Cummings Spooner, King, J oseph Gordon Dixon, Master of 2 d VaR, 

John Thomas Morgan, Scribe, Frederick Bank, Master of 1st Vail, 

Reginald Powell, Captain of the Host, John Ambrose Seely, Treasurer, 

Anson Burlingame Swan, Prin. Sojourner, Elon White, Secretary, 

Frank Napoleon Morris, R. A . Captain, Hans Ipson, Guard. 
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Past High Priestst 

John Ambrose Seely, John Benedict Hunter, 

George Washington Perkins, John Storer McBride. 

BOYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Allinburg, Charles Dunning, William McMurry, Robert 

Atwater, Henry Effinger, John Henry McNulty, Henry 

Ayer, Leonard Barney Fitter, John Netter, Nathan 

Beard, James Edward Freeman, Thomas Noblet, William Berry 

Bell, Vincent George Forth, Simon Ovett, Alonzo Willis 

Buhring, Louis Getchell, Hiram Phillips, Reuben 

Butler, Patrick Henry Henderaon, David Redington, James 

Cadwallader, Nlram Hillard, Samuel Robert Rich, Henry Hudson 

Chapman.Martln Van Boren Huff, William Stone, John 

Chisholm, James Inder, Job Staples Treanor, James Me Wade 

Cooke, Joseph Bailey Jepson, Jacob Trood, William 

Cull, Henry McCullough, James Tucker, Joseph Bernard 

Cunard, James Henry McDonald, And’w Jackson Westerfield, Wm. Jackson 
Davis, William Morgan 54. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Cook, Joseph Forth, Jacob Harris, Elias Bramon— 4. 

Cull, Richard Camron 

DIED: 

Pollard, Charles Joseph— 1. 


NAPA CHAPTER. No. 30. 

Napa, Napa County-. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

William Bradford, Master of 3 d Vail , 
William Reed Brown, Master of 2d Vail > 
Henry Louis Armstutz, Master of 1st Vail, 
Peter Van Bever, Treasurer , 

Henry Conrad Horstmeyer, Secretary, 
Amos Smith Knapp, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Henry Hay Knapp, Robert Crouch, Ralph Ellis. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Andrews, William Everts, Charles Nicholas Ritchie, Silas 

Blake, Charles Morris Fisher, William Frederick Sampson, Andrew 
Briggs, Sebra Ford, George Wellman Sayward, James Wheaton 

Carver, Dumsdill Burr Getz, Marcus Sterling, Robert Henry 

Clark, Samuel Gilman Greer, Thomas Stillwagon, Wm. Wilson 

Corwin, Louis Marion Haas, David Leopold Tucker, Thomas Jefferson 

Davis, James Richardson Holladay, Wm. Henry Wines, Charles Buckley— 35. 
Ellis, Frederick Plummer Mecklenburg, Joseph 

10 


Robert Crouch, High' Priest, 

Beeby Robinson, King, 

William Corb Schanck Smith, Scribe, 
Ralph Ellis, Captain of the Host , 

Henry Hay Knapp, Principal Sojourner , 
Daniel Burrell Parka, Royal Arch Captain, 
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MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS: 

Hoover, John Jackson, John A.— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Olmstead, George Henry Wright, John Ripley— 2. 


MARTINEZ CHAPTER, No. 31. 

Hartlnei, Contra Costa County. 

Stated Meetings , Monday of or next preceding Full Moon . 


OFFICERS t 


Thomas Allen Brown, High Priest , 

Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer, King, 

Solomon Newberger, Scribe, 

Wm. Henry Backley, Captain of the Host , 
Isidor Weis, Principal Sojourner , 

Daniel Fraser, Royal Arch Captain , 


William Morrill Hale , Master qfZd VaU , 
John Slits, Master of 2d Vail, 

Barry Baldwin, Master of 1st VaU, 
Simon Blnm, Treasurer, 

George Atwood Sherman, Secretary, 
, Guard. 


Warren Brown, 

Thomas Allen Brown, 

Del Place, Ernest 
Fassett, Harry Wallbridge 
Gallagher, Henry Clay 
Girvan, William 
Gray, James 
Hard, Roswell Bart 


Past High Priests i 

Hiram Mills, 

William Morrill Hale, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Lambert, Hiram 
Mathews, Felix A. 

Moore, John Adams 
O’Brien, John Conlin 
Haggles, Charles Augustus 
Shepard, Mark 


Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer. 


Shreeve, Benjamin 
Troy, John Henry 
Tncker, John 
Turner, Benjamin Coffin 
Wall, George 
Wiggins, George— 30. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Fernandez, Bernardo 


Walker, James Toomay— 2L 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 
Doughty, William— 1. 


LOS ANGELES CHAPTER, No. 33. 

Los Angeles, Los Angeles County. 

Stated Meetings , second Monday in each month. 


OFFICERS s 


Francis Pliny Fisk Temple, High Priest, 
Samuel Prager, King, 

Samuel Calvert Foy, Scribe, 

Abraham Wolf Edelman, Capt. of the Host, 
Thomas Edwin Rowan, Prirufl Sojourner , 
Moritz Morris, Royal Arch Captain , 


Geo. Rowan Batler, Master 3d Patf, 
Henry Dwight Barrows, Master 2d VaU 
Chas. Louis Dncommon, Master 1st Vail ' 
Samuel Meyer, Treasurer, 

Wm. Henry Archibald Kidd, Secretary , 
Herman Neidecken, Guard . 


Post High Priests t 

Abraham Wolf Edelman, John Quincy Adams Stanley, Henry Sayre Orme . 
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BOYAL ABOH MASONS: 


Allanson, Horace Storey 
Bennett, Silas 
Buffhm, William Mansfield 
Burdick, Thomas H. 
Branson, Anson 
Bnmning, Henry Nicholas 
Campbell, A. Melancthon 
Casad, Thomas 
Chapman, William Smyth 
Cohen, 8olomon 
Courtney, William 
Davis, Philip 
Downey, John Gately 
Glenn, James Newton 
Goller, John 
Hammel, Henry 
Hewitt, Eldridge Ed. 


Higby, Christ’r Columbus 
Hinds, George 
Holmes, Arthur Child 
Holmes, James Gilmore 
Horan, Andrew 
Jackson, Robert Everett 
Jacobs, Lewis 
Jacoby, Herman 
Jacoby, Nathan 
Jaeger, Lewis J. F. 
Johnson, Phillip Fred’k 
Kohler, Henry 
Lambourne, Fred. 
Lazzarovich, John 
Leconvrenr, Frank 
Levy, Michel 
Martin, William Thomas 


Michaelis, Marcns 
Narbonne, Nath’l Andrew 
Parcels, Horatio 8ntton 
Phelps, Elihn Charles 
Portugal, Adolph 
Rich, Joseph Anderson 
Reed, John 
Reiser, Theodore 
Reynolds, John Jefferson 
Rolfe, Horace Cowen 
Stanway, Thomas S. 
Sweetzer, Charles Corodin 
Temple, Thomas Workman 
Thompson, Peter 
Weston, Benjamin S. 
Workman, William— 63. 


Sansevain, Michel— 6. 


k WITHDRAWN : 

Bicknell, James Witherspoon Eberling, Christian Ludovic 
Borns, James Franklin Hamilton, Henry 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Weill, Jacob— 1. 


ALTURAS CHAPTER, No. 34. 

La Porto, Plamai County. 

Stated Meetings, first Saturday in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Peter R. Meikle, High Priest , Jos. Lackman Jones, Master of 3d Vail » 

John Hiram Thomas, King, George McLeod, Master of 2d Vail , 

Mark Schofield, Scribe , John Douglas, Master of 1st Vail , 

Roderick Sutherland, Captain of (he Host , Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, Treasurer , 
John Wesley Jenkins, Principal Sojourner , Dixon Brabban, Secretary , 

Benj. Jacob Sammons, Royal Arch Capt. Francis Joseph Kling, Guard L 

Post High Priests : 

Abel McFarland, Nathan Hosmer Stone, Elias Anderson. 

Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, 

BOYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Brewster, Sami. Thompson Meikle, William Shnltz, John Frederick 

Chittenden, Henry Hatfield Patterson, George Small, Jacob 

Clough, Greenleaf Greeley Patterson, Robert Pagan Smith, Charles 
Descombes, Francis Robson, August Frederick Stone, Edwin 

Hendell, Charles William Ruppert, Charles Stover, John Emmet 

Hill, Maxwell Gaddis Schofield, Miles Ward, William— 34. 

Lloyd, John Preston 

WITHDRAWN: 

Crew, Alexander Hill— 1. 
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NAVAL CHAPTER. No. 36. 

Vallejo, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , second Wednesday in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


George Fayette Malle tt, High Priest , 
Frank Worthy Cushing, King, 

Frank Edward Brown, £crtte, 
Jonathan Bond, Capt. of the Host , 
Charles Daly, Principal Sojourner, 


Jefferson Tlios. Crowley, Master 3d Vail, 
John Thomas Wells, Master 2d VaU , 
George Wilkins Wilson, Master 1st VaU, 
Edward Thompson Starr, Tt'easurer, 
Edward Albert Willatte, Secretary , 


Albion Paris Wilson, Royal Arch Captain , Henry Stahl, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

John Mills Browne, Philip Andrew Doyle, Alex. Hopkins HicLborn. 

Mattison Myers, Osgood Hilton, 


Benas, Benjamin 
Brown, Roswell Homer 
Brownlie, John 
Brace, Henry 
Carter, James 
Carter, William 
Chandler, Robert 
Drake, Frank 
Edgoombe, Joseph Collins 
Frey, John 

Frisby, William Edward 
Garland, Francis 
Gutty, Alexander 
Gunning, Alfred Henry 
Haas, Solomon Leon 


Haskin, Enoch William 

Henderson, Orrington Lunt 
Miller, George Harrison 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Hallin , Christian Theo. B. 
Henderson, Orrington Lunt 
Higson, Frederick Delmer 
Hilborn, Samuel Greely 
Hilton, Eben 
Holmes, Ensign Kimball 
McCobb, Abiel Henry 
MoLees, Edmund 
Miller, Peter Brewer 
Miller, George Harrison 
Morse, Charles Alonzo 
Phillips, James 
Plaisted, George Pomroy 
Powell, Abraham 
Robinson, J no. Buckingham 

PAST MASTERS i 
Williston, John Edward 
RESTORED: 

Miller, Peter Brewer 

WITHDRAWN : 


Root, William Champion 
Ross, David Campbell 
Rothenbusch, Peter 
Rounds, George 
Rutherford, David 
Snow, Hiram King 
Taylor, Isaac Byron 
Thompson, John 
Titcomb, John Locke 
Toothaker, Harvey Purinton 
Topley, James 
Tripp, William Henry 
Yoorhees, Albert Parsons 
Wilson, William Cason 
Wright, Gilbert Lafayette 
— 63 . 

Perkins, Alonzo— 3. 

Taylor, Isaac Byron— 4. 


Hogan, James Rines Porter, Thomas Alexander Wilkins, Jas. Malcolm— 4. 

Hillier, Theodore Herman 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES; 


Bnrmeister, Frederick Martin Dyer, Columbia 


Falls, Richard James— 3. 
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ALAMEDA CHAPTER, No. 36. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Staled Meetings , second and fourth Thursdays in each month , 

OFFICERS i 

James Thomas Whedon, Master 3 d VaU, 

Jesse Healy, Master 2 d Vail , 

William Noble Miller, Master 1st VaU , 

Chas. Henri Frederick Brann, Treasurer f 
James Edward Ingols, Secretary, 

Alanson Wheel an ,*V?uard. 

Past High Priests i 

Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, John Barton Harden, 

Alpheuf Fuller Williams, Nathan Weston Spanldlngi 

BOYAL ARCH MA80N8: 

Atchinson, Bezaleel Merritt Graham, William Morrow Pinney, George M. 

Bartlett, Pliny Garnett. William James Beichling, Francis 

Batchelder, James Hamilton, Lauren tine Rod olph, Frank He quette 

Bigelow, Henry Holmes Harmon, John Brown Rutherford, Chas. Boardman 

Benton, John Elliott Haven, Charles Dwight Sherman, William 

Case, Isham Hazelhurst, William Shorey, Albert 

Chappellet, Felix Howard, Charles Webb Smith, James Dale 

Collins, Albert Williams Lagrange, Oscar Hugh Tarbett, Foster Berry 

Cunningham, Parian R Lamping, Peter A. Tubbs, Hiram 

Craib, William Lufkin, Joseph Van Dyke, Walter 

Crawford, John William Marston, Benjamin Se wall Walker, George Ruseell 

Cushing, John Mather, Solon Henry Ward, Robert 

Duncan, James Wesley Mathews, Henry Edward Warner, Alex. Lafayette 

Durant, Henry Miller, J. Frank Watson, John Braddock 

Dusenberry,Myr .Thompson Miller, Robert Baird Webber, Mack 

Dwinelle, John Whipple Miller, William Henry Webster, Edgar Jerome 

Elliot, Washington Miller, Peter Wilson, William 

Emery, Joseph Stickney Murphy, Thomas John Whitney, John James 

Fairchild, O.Lewellyn C. Palmer, Charles Theo. Hart Winchester, John Packu 

Felton, John Brook Pardee, Enoch Homer Younger, William John 

Goodrich, John Van Boren Pinkerton , Thomas Hamil Yule, John— 81. 

Gordon, Jas. Smith Gilman 

PAST MASTER : MARK MASTER : 

Moore, Abert Alphonzo — 1. Chenhall, Nicholas— 1. 

WITHDRAWN s 

Martin, Joseph Whitney, George Edwin— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Campbell, Fred*k McLean Hawkett, Arthur Wellington Pasmore, Ed w’d James— 5. i 

Harden, John Barton Laing, John 

EXCLUDED: 

Havens, John Franklin— 1. 

"Member of Oakland Chapter, No. 26. 


Walter Laidlaw, High Priest , 

Thomas Jefferson Arnold, King, 

George Frederick Allardt, Scribe, 

James Dods, Captain of the Host, 

James Johnson Porter, Prin. Sojourner, 
George York Loring, Royal Arch Captain, 
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SILOAM CHAPTER, No. 37. 

Colfax, Placer County, 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS I 

Melvin Syms Gardiner, High Priest , Morris Lobner, Master of 3 d VaR, 

James Beverly Hodgdon, King, James Cook, Master of 2d Vai 2, 

John Young Thomas, Scribe , Octavios King Cloudman, Mast 1st Vail, 

Alexander Gibson Oliver, Capt. of the Host, William Barrows Hayford, Treasurer, 
Wanton Alfred Himes, Princ'l Sojourner , William Bainbridge Storey, Secretary, 
Leopold Lobner, Royal Arch Captain, , Guard, 

Past High Priests i 

Jaoob Hart Neff, P. C. H. P . Melvin Syms Gardner. 


Allen, Lorenzo Thomas 
Blanchard, Nathan Weston 
Bradley, Elisha Lafayette 
C&djew, Leland 
Coffin, Isaac Tibbits 
Endean, William 
Holmes, James 
Kopp, Charles Mann 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Kroger, William Henry 
Le Kamp, John Henry 
Makins, William S. 

Morphy, Bernard 
Nichols, Thomas Jefferson 
Osborn, Robert Smith 
Osborn, Wats&n Brown 
Parks, James Harvey 

WITHDRAWN: 
Hackett, Henry.— 1. 


Peden, Albert Oliver 
Provan, William 
Thomas, Ephraim Mariner 
Tolman, Rufus Jenkins 
Vincent, Nicholas 
Voss, Louis 

Willard, David WrighU-36. 


SANTA CRUZ CHAPTER No. 38. 


Santa Crus, Santa Crus County, 

Stated Meetings , second Tuesday in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


John Murray Brown, High Priest, 

Peter Richmond Hinds, King , 

William Felker, Scribe. 

Bernhart Wise, Captain of the Host , 
Henson Poland, Principal Sojourner , 
Edward Swift West, Royal Arch Captain, 


Wm. Nelson Cummings, Master 3 d Vail, 
Fred. Augustas Kilbarn, Master 2d Vast, 
Haafman Green, Master 1st VaR, 

Samuel Arnold Bartlett, Treasurer, 
Edward Bender, Secretary, 

Edmnnd Wellington, Guard . 


Past High Priests t 

John Nelson Besse, John M array Brown. 


Anthony, George 
Blackburn, Daniel Drew 
Blakeley, Samnel Wallace 
Chase, John Day 
Collins, George Ulmer 
Danbenblss, John 
Ely, William 

Eitch, Edwin , 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Fagan, Pierce Bye 
Grant, John 
Hall, Bichard Harrison 
Hinds, David 
Jones, Lorenzo Allen 
Lake, George Peter 
Lincoln, Charles Henry 
McKlernan, Charles 


Parsons, Jacob 
Perky, Frekerick George 
Simons. Ephraim Israel 
Skinner, Henry 
Smith, John Morgan 
Thompson, Richard 
Williams, Edward Lawrenoe 
-37. 
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DONNER CHAPTER, No. 39. 

TrnekM, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each Month . 

OFFICERS i 

George Schaffer, Master of 3d Vail, 
Ulysses Socrates Dewey, Master of 'Id Vail , 
Aaron Berg, Master of 1st Vail, 

Hiram Whitehead Roberts, Treasurer , 
Chas. Fayette MoGlashan, Secretary , 
Charles Cortois, Guard. 

Past High Priest i 

James Henry Hoadley. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Adolphe, Julios Frates, Frank Marshall, James Edgar 

Austin, Thomas Gaylord, Eben Hills Marzen, Joseph 

Bacon, Bepjamin Franklin Hill, William Henry Morrison, William 

Bittanconrt, Thomas Maria Hogan, Ephraim Parker, Samnel 

Boyd, John Holt, Andrew Jackson Rabel, Frank 

Brfckell, Edward John Hoy, James Wellington Royal, George 

Campbell, William Baker Joesink, Bern. Hendricus Schiveley, Albert Redstone 
Clark, John P. Johnson, Hogan Shields, Michael — 37. 

Doan, Latimer Emery Leach, David Walter 

PAST MASTERS: 

Hutchinson, John T. Towle, Hugh Park— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Hoadley, James Henry Preddy, John Thomas Shaffer, George Henry 

Park, Aaron Davis Shaffer, Edward Turner, Jacob Perry— 6. 

EXCLUDED : 

Gray, William Cushman Hamilton, Edward— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8: 

Bell, Robert Jackson, Julius.Donham Perrin, Edward Russell — 3. 


RED BLUFF CHAPTER, No. 40. 

Red Tehama County. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Saturdays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Adoniram Judson Loomis, High Priest , George Champlin, Master ofZd Fait, 

Peter Buck Nagle, King , John Steward Hall, Master of 2d Vail. 

Jeremiah Schoenfeld, Scribe , R. Hughes Campbell, Master of 1st Vail. 

John Clements, Captain of the Host , Henry Clay Richart, Treasurer , 

Robert Hurd Blossom, Prin. Sojourner , Mayer Misch, Secretary , 

William Boyd Parker, Hoy. Arch Captain , Ellis Reiser, Guard . 

Past High Priest i 

Adoniram Jndson Loomis. 


Elle Ellen, High Priest , 

Jacob Yan Doser Hoag, King, 

Edward John Brickell, Scribe, 

Levi Daniel Butt, Captain of the Host, 
Jos. Dearborn Hilton, Prin . Sojourner, 
Ginlio Beanda, Hoyal Arch Captain , 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Bettis, Rawson Southerland Healy, Lncien Bonaparte Pols, George 

Cameron, James Strong Jackson, Alexander Bell Ryan, Thomas R. 

Collins, Henry Kinney, Silas Washington Schoenfeld, Solomon D. 

Cone. Joseph Spencer Lewis, Edward Jefferson Stokes, John Gardner 

Copeland, Hosmer Curtis Merrill, Nathaniel Thomas, 8amuel S. 

Elkins, Henry Marrett Miller, Francis Vestal, Frank A. 

Galland, Joseph Barnet Morris, George Franklin Wadsworth, Silas Marsden 

Griggs, Sidney Allen Phillips, John Waterman Wilson, Henry Clay— 35. 

PAST MASTERS : 

Beecher, Gnstavns W. Boice, Thomas— 2. 


TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. 41. 

WatioiiTille, Santa Crus County’. 

Stated Meetings, first Wednesday in each month . 
OFFICERS i 

James Martin Rodgers, High Priest , 

James Waters, King, 

James Ingham, Scribe , 

William Van Doren, Captain of the Host , 

William George Hudson, Prin. Sojourner, 

Alexander Chalmers, Royal Arch Captain, 

Past High Priests i 

James Martin Rodgers, William Wallace Ross. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Abbot, Carl'sle Stewart Frieremuth, Hervy Weston Putnam, Azro Carlton 

Brewington, Geo. Hamilton Howard, Volney Rounds, Henry A. 

Brown, James Hiram Landrum, William Merimon Stroud, Tracy 

Brownstone, David Look, Prince Helleman Thrift, Alexander 

Card, George Boardman Mauk, Edwin Franklin Wahler, Joseph Daniel 

Craig, Andrew Mitchell, Charles Edward Warner, Henry Conrad 

Dobbins, Hugh Hillis Payne, John Sidney Williamson, William — 35. 

Flint, Thomas 

EXCLUDED: 

Lyster, Henry— 1. 


CHICO CHAPTER, No. 42. 

Chico, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Mondays in each month . 
OFFICERS I 

Carnot Courtland Mason, High Priest, John Mortimer Garner, Master 8 d Vail , 

John Rose Robinson, King, William Tomes Turner, Master 2d Vail, 

Garrett Wells Walraven, Scribe, Edward Cuyler Nichols, Master 1st VaU , 

Rob’t Emmett Warren, Capt. of the Host, Charles Louis Stilson, Treasurer, 

Watson King Springer, Prin . Sojourner, Charles Alton Miller, Secretary , 

John Alphonzo Turner, Royal Arch Capt. Ira Alston Wetherbeo, Guard . 


Michael Gagnon, Master of 2d VaU, 
Moses Bnrrill Howard, Mast . of 2d Vail, 
Moses Morris, Master qf 1st VaU, 
Jeremiah Sheldon Chapmen. Treasurer, 
Charles Lewis Thomas, Secretary, 

Enos James Martin, Guard. 
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Past High Priests t 

Charles Louis Pond, Rufus Macagah Cochran 


Batchelder, Hiram Treat 
Bennett, Isaac Rngg 
Bid well, John 
Bradley, William Leroy 
Chapman, Augustas Harley 
Clark, James Birney 
Colby, Gilbert Winslow 
Crew, Alexander Hill 
Daniels, Samuel 
Decker, James Madison 
Durham, Wm. Wellington 
Faulkner, Charles 
Gifford, Albert Judson 


Graves, Fountain Columbus 


ROYAL ARCH MA80N8: 
Guynn, Pleasant Medrian 
Hamblin, Geo. Lawrence 
Hansen, Lauritz 
Holbrook, Charles Henry 
Holmes, Henry Preston 
Houghton, Jos. Richardson 
Hoole, Edward 
Hubbs, Benjamin Albert 
Ketchum, John Addison 
King, William Duncan 
Leininger, Obadiah 
Mitchell, William Erwin 
Montgomery, J. W. Bradford 

PAST MASTERS : 
Moore, Thomas Jefferson 

WITHDRAWN : 


Montgomery, John Newton 
Murdoch, William 
Noonan, Jerry Childs 
Sawyer, Alexander 
Sproul, Samuel Murray 
Stevens, Warren Charles 
Tanquary, Oliver Hazard P. 
Taylor, George Matteson 
Warren, Cyrus Greenleaf 
Wayland, Joseph Franklin 
Wood, Jesse 
Young, Alexander— 53. 


Nelson, Charles Andrew— 3. 


Montgomery, Thomas Mitchell— 1. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Fuller, Harrison William Harmon, Gilford Lafayette.— 2. 

DIED : EXCLUDED : 

Jones, Geo. Foster Tilden, Wm. Peregrine— 2. Parton, Huse Owen— 2. 


SOLANO CHAPTER, No. 43. 

Snlsnn, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 


OFFICERS! 


Albert Fred. Knorp, High Priest, 

John Maxwell Coghlan, King , 

8tephen Kirby Nurse, Scribe , 

John Tyrell, Captain of the Host, 

Joseph Fairbanks Wendell, Pr . Sojourner , 
Jerome B. Richardson, Boy. Arch Captain , 


Allen CharleB Miller, Master of 3d Vail , 

, Master of 2d Vail , 

George Adolphus Hoyt, Mast, of 1st Vail, 
William Kimball Hoyt, Treasurer , 
Joseph Wolf Stamper, Secretary , 
William Gustavus Davisson, Guard. 


Past High Priestss 

William Sewall Wells, 


Bauman, Jacob Henry 
Campbell, Samuel Duncan 
Capell, James Smith 
Chapman, Adeline 
Hitchcock, Abram Farr 
Hinman, Justus Michael 
Hoyt, Julian Buel 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Hunnewell, Freeman 
Longmire, Daniel 
Marston, Jeremiah Hobbs 
Miller, Meredith Rains 
Moore, Arthur 
Owens, Woodford, Jr. 
Perkins, Eben Dorman 


John Baptist Bope. 

Reeves, Columbus Palestine 
Reeves, Duke Davis 
Bobbins, Reuel Drinkwater 
Robinson, John 
Smith, Sampson 
Stewart, Samuel— 33. 
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Blum, Moses, Jr. 

Davis, George Ransome 
Ellis, James Addison 
Ettlinger, Bernhard 


WITHDRAWN : 
Eppinger, Herman 
Goeffert, Henry 
Hockheimer, Amiel 
McKinley, Geo. Churchill 


Merry held, Justus Chandler 
Sweany, John 
Summers, Andrew Good 

— 11 . 


VISALIA CHAPTER, No. 44. 

Visalia, Tulare County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Saturdays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Andrew Henderson Broder, High Priest, 
Benjamin Lafayette Conyers, King , 
Abram Hunter Murray, Scribe, 

Charles Carroll Strong, Capt . of the Host, 
Robert Chidley Broder, PHn . Sojourner, 
Jeremiah Parker, Royal Arch Captain, 


William Harland, Master of 3d Vail, 
Pleasant Byrd, Master of 2d Fail, 

James Edward Denny, Master of 1st Vail, 
Basil Gaither Parker, Treasurer , 

Samuel Gray Creighton, Secretary, 

Finis Ewing Stone man, Guard. 


Past High Priest i 

Charles Carroll Strong. 


Baker, Martin 
Chatten, Richard 
Davisson, Israel 
Eaton, Mathew 
Esrey, Jnstin 
Gilray, Launcelot 


ROYAL ARCH MA80NS: 

Glasscock, Alpha Hayden Joordan, Francis 
Grnssenmyer, Joseph F.M. Kelly, Thomas Almareno 
Hackett, Henry Nelson, Fdward Peter 

Hockett, John Benjamin Spencer, Theodore 
Henry, Albert Reece Wells, Morgan James— 29. 

Johnson, Thomas Price 


PAST MASTER: 


DIED: 


Tracy, Perns Spragne— 1. 


Carothers, Samuel— 1. 


SANTA ROSA CHAPTER, No. 46. 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS I 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald , High Priest, Edward N eblett, Master of 3d Vail, 
Elijah Thompson Farmer, King, Peter A. Hailman, Master of 2d Vail, 

John Thompson Knox, Scribe, John Mathews, Master of 1st Vail . 

George Alex. Thornton, Capt. of the Host, John McCullongh White, Treasurer , 
Robert Kirtley Hayes, Prin. Sojourner, Elisha Lacy Davis, Secretary, 

John Ripley Wright, Royal Arch Captain, Julio Carillo, Guard . 

Past High Priest t 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Alban, William Green Duncan, Daniel Howell, Frank Newton 

Anderson, William X. Fisher, Augustus Leander Jackson, Ed. Newton Barnes 
Beam, Jeremiah Fulkerson, Theodoras 8. Maddox, Lorenzo Dow 

Bond, Wm. Hammett Gordon, James Burns Label, Hermon 

Brown, Samuel Griggs, Joseph Henry Overton, Albert Berry 

Gordon, James Burns Head, Robertson Thompson, Rbt Augustus Jr. 

Duncan, James P. Hendley, John Wright, Joseph— 31. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : MARK MASTER : 

Lane, George Carey— 1. Hoffer, Charles Augustus— 1. 

DIED: 

Middleton, Andrew Woods— 1. 


WOODLAND CHAPTER, No., 46. 

Woodland, Yolo County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Wednesdays in each month. 
OFFICERS i 

Thomas Cross Pockman, High Priest , James Tiers, Master of 3d Vail. 

Chas. Henry Davis, King, Adam J. Steiner, Master of 2d VaU , 

Andrew Carlisle Kean, Scribe, Thomas Ross, Master of 1st VaU , 

Godfrey Rodolph, Captain of the Host, John Dickson Stephens, Treasurer , 
George Jermain Cole, Principal Sojourner , Daniel Monroe Burns, Secretary, 

James Johnson, Boyal Arch Captain, Oliver Bates Westcott, Guard. 

Past High Priest i 

Thomas Cross Pockman. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Aronson, Henry Goode, Daniel Boone Lowry, John William 

Bailey, Alonzo Alcanda Goodin, Thomas C. Paramour, Edward Littleton 

Barney, Carey Griffith, Abraham Proctor, Calvin Weld 

Bullock, James Porter Harlan, Benjamin Franklin Sohindler, David 

Fraser, Alexander Harling, Micajah Oglesby Shearer, Anthon Benton 

Fraser, Donald Harper, Sterling Gorman Snowball, J ohn W. 

Freeman, Franklin Sylvester Hill, Henry Abraham Steele, William 

Frost, Charles Stinson Hutton, James Alexander Tebbs, Lilbnrn Edrington 

Garey, George Jones Kirsch, John Philip Wyckoff, Nicolas— 40. 

Gardner, Matthew 

MARK MA8TBR8 : WITHDRAWN : 

Ely, Isiac Jefferson Smith, James Kerson— 2. Crittenden, John Dwight— 1. 
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List of Grand Officers. 


GRAND OFFICERS 

elected since the Organisation of the Grand Chapter, July 23, A- L 2384. 


1854. 

Charles M. Radcliff, Grand High Print. A. B. "Hoy, Grand King. 

John D. Creigh,. Dtp. Grand High Print. Hugh G. Plait, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 5 5. 

John D. Creioh,. . . . Grand High Prieet. William W. Traylor, Grand King. 

Isaac Dayis, Dtp. Grand High Print. Leverett Bradley, Grand Scribe. 

18 5 6. 

Orange H. Dibble,. . . Grand High Print. Whiting G. West, Grand King . 

Wm.W. Traylor, Dtp. Grand High Prieet. * James A. Jaceson, Grand Scribe. 

18 5 7 . 

William W. Traylor, Grand High Print. Whiting G. West Grand King. 

Thos. H.Caswell, Dtp. Grand High Print. * James A. Jackson Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 8. 

Thomas H. Caswell, Grand High Prieet. •Jamei A. Jackson, Grand King. 

Whiting G.West, Dep. Grand High Prieet. * Henry Hare Hartley,. . . Grand Scribe- 

1859. 

Whiting G. West,. . . . Grand High Prieet. Aaron D. Park, Grand King. 

•H. H. Hartley, . Dep. Grand High Print. •Lewis Reynolds, Grand Scribe. 

1860. 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Prieet. James W. Bicknell, Grand King. 

Adolphus Hollub, Dep. Grand High Print. Ezra Howard Van Decar, Grand Scribe. 

1861. 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Prieet. Ezra Howard Tan Decar. Grand King. 
Adolphus Hollub, Dep.Grand HighPrieet. John Kirkpatrick, Grand^ Scribe. 

18 62. 

Adolphus Hollub,. . Grand High Print. John Kirkpatrick, Grand King. 

Ezra H. VanDecar, . Dep. Gr. High Prieet. Charles Harsh, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 6 3. 

EzraH. Tan Decar,. . Grand High Print. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, . Dep. GrJIigh Prieet . William A. Davies, Grand Scribe. 

18 64. 

•Isaac Davis, Grand High Prieet. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, Dep. Gr. High Prieet. William A. Davies, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 6 5. 

John Kirkpatrick,. . Grand High Prieet. William A. Davies, Grand King. 

Charles Marsh, Dep. Grand High Prieet. Isaac 8. Titus, Grand Scribe. 
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1806. 

Charles Marsh, Grand High Priest. Isaac S. Titus, Grand Kmg. 

Wh. A. Davies,. Z>ep. Grand High Priest. John W. Haryille Grand Sfribe . 

1867. 

Isaac 8. Titus Grand High Priest. John W. Haryille, .... Grand King. 

•Jas. A. Jackson,. . Dtp . Gr. High Priest. George T. Grimes, Grand Scribe . 

1868 . 

John W. Haryille, . Grand High Priest . Jas. Lawrence English, . . . Grand King. 
George T. Grimes, Dep. Gr. High Priest. Jacob H. Neff, Grand Scribe. 

1870. 

George T. Grimes, . . Grand High Priest. Jacob H. Neff Grand King. 

Jas. Lawr. English, . Dep. Gr. H. Priest. Stephen Wing, Grand Scribe. 

1871. 

J as. L. English, — Grand High Priest. Stephen Wing, Grand King. 

Jacob H. Neff Dep. Or. H. Priest. Joseph Isaacs Grand Scribe. 

187a. 

Jacob H. Neff, .... Grand High Priest. Wm. Thomas Reynolds Grand King. 

•Joseph Isaacs,. .. . .Dep. Gr. H. Priest Wm. Alex. January, Grand Scribe • 

1873. 

Wm. A. Davies, — Grand High Priest. Wm. Thomas Reynolds,. . . Grand King. 
•Joseph Isaacs, Dep . Gr. H. Priest. Wm. Alexander January,. Grand Scribe. 


1874. 

Wm. Alex. January .Grand High Priest. John Mills Browne, Grand King. 

Wm. T. Reynolds,. .Dep. Gr. H. Priest. Henry Hay Knapp, Grand Scribe. 


♦Deceased. 
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GRAND CHAPTERS 

IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA. 


Grand Chapters. 

Grand Secretaries. 

Residence. 

ALABAMA, 

..Daniel Sayre, 


ARKANSAS, 

. .Luke E. Barbee, 


CANADA, 

. .Thomas Bird Harris, 


CONNECTICUT 

. .Joseph K. Wheeler, 

Hartford. 

DELAWARE, 

. . J. P. Allmond 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,.. 

. . .L. G. Stephens, 


ENGLAND AND WALES,... 

..John Hervey, 

London. 

FLORIDA, 

. .W. M. McIntosh, 


GEORGIA, 

. . J. Emmett Blackbhear,. . . 

Macon. 

ILLINOIS, 

..James H. Miles, 


INDIANA, 

.John M. Bramwell, 


IOWA, 

..William B. Lanoridob, 


KANSAS, 

. .Erasmus T. Carr, 


KENTUCKY 

.John M. S. McCorkle,.... 


LOUISIANA, 

. .James C. Batchelor, 


MAINE, 

. .Ira Berry 


MARYLAND 

. . William A. Wentz, 


MASSACHUSETTS, 

. .Z. H. Thomas, 


MICHIGAN 

..J. Eastman Johnson, 


MINNESOTA, 

..E. D. B. Porter, 


MISSISSIPPI, 

. . J. L. Power, 


MISSOURI, 

, .Geo. Frank Gouley 


NEBRASKA, 

, . Daniel H. Wheeler, 

. . . .Plattsmonth. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

..Abel Hutchins 


NEW JERSEY, 

..Thomas J. Corson, 


NEW YORK 

. . Christopher G. Fox, 


NORTH CAROLINA, 

. .T. M. Gardner, 


NOVA SCOTIA 

..James Gossip, 


OHIO 

..James Nesbit 


OREGON, 

.R. P. Earhbart, 


PENNSYLVANIA, 

.John Thomson, 


RHODE ISLAND, 

..George H. Burnham, 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 

.Myer B. Moses, 


TENNESSEE, 

..John Frizell 

Nashville. 

TEXAS, 

.Robert Brewster, 


VERMONT, 

. .W. H. S. Whitcomb,... 

Burlington. 

VIRGINIA 

. .John Dove. 


WEST VIRGINIA, 

.Odell S. Long 


WISCONSIN, 

. .William T. Palmer, 
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GRIND CONVENTION 

OP THE 

ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTS, 

OP THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


nrnxiTH asmt goiyogatiov. 


The fifteenth Annual Grand Convention of the Order of High 
Priests of the State of California, assembled at the Masonic Temple, 
in the city of San Francisco, on Wednesday, the fifteenth day of April, 
1874, at eight o’clock, P. M. 

There were present the following 

officers : 


The M.\ E.\ SAMUEL GRAVES, President ; 

“ B.\ E.\ Alvin Bacon Pbeston, Chaplain ; 

“ B.\ E.\ Charleb Mabsh Treasurer ; 

“ R\ JE.-. Theodore Edward Smith, Becorder ; 

“ B.\ JE 1 .*. William Abraham Davies, Master of Ceremonies; 

“ B.\ E.'. Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, Conductor ; 

“ B.\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiooin, Herald : 


Also Companions Thomas Allen Brown, John Nelson Besse, James Russell 
Glover, Hiram Thboop Graves, John William Harville.Adoniram Judson Loomis, 
Georoe Mat, Jacob Hart Neff, Henry Sayre Orme, William Munroe Petrie, 
James Martin Rodgers, Benjamin Franklin Tuttle, Thatcher Peter Wales. 


The M.\ E.\ President made the following appointment, pro tem- 


pore : — 

Comp. Charles Marsh Vice President ; 

And the Convention was opened in ^omt. 

The reading of the minutes of the proceedings had at the last An- 
nual Convention was dispensed with, the members being furnished 
with printed copies thereof. 


Petitions were received from the following named companions : — 
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Samuel Steinheim 

High PrieBt, 

San Francisco Chapter, No. 1 

Alfred Coolidoe Waite, 

i 1 

44 

California 

a 

“ 5 

Timothy Sage, 

<4 

44 

Benicia 

44 

44 7 

Louis Wellendorf, 

t* 

41 

Shasta 


44 9 

Wilbur Justin Wilcox, 

i< 

44 

Howard 

(i 

41 14 

Olo Christian Christiansen,.. . . 

44 

41 

Trinity 

<f 

« 19 

Ambrose Hall Coroden, 

44 


Oliver 

44 

44 23 

John Dodd Skinner, 

4 4 

41 

Georgetown 

it 

44 25 

Charles J. Hellwio, 

t * 

<i 

Delia 

it 

44 27 

Alexander Chalmers, 

44 

41 

Stockton 

it 

“ 28 

Peter R. Meixle, 

44 

a 

AUuras 

44 

41 34 

George Fayette Mallett 

Cl 


Nanai 

44 

44 35 

John Murray Brown 

44 

<< 

Santa Cruz 

44 

44 38 

Elle Ellen, 

44 

(i 

Bonner 

Cl 

44 39 

Carnot Courtland Mason, 

14 

m 

Chico 

44 

“ 42 

Albert Frederick Knorp, 

44 

<< 

Solano 

14 

44 43 

Andrew Henderson Brodkr, 

44 


Visalia 

II 

44 44 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald 

“ 

“ 

Santa Rosa 

44 

44 45 


Who were severally elected to receive the Order of High Priest. 

Companion Andrew Henderson Bboder was then introduced and 
received the Order of High Priest. 

The Convention then adjourned until Thursday evening, April 16th. 


Thursday, April 16th, 1874. 

The Grand Convention met at Chapter Hall, Masonic Temple, this 
day, at 7J P. M.— the R.\ ,E.\ Comp. William Wilson Traylor pre- 
* siding. 

The following named companions were then introduced and received 
the Order of High Priest : 

Samuel Sthrnheim, Alfred Coolidoe Waite, Timothy Sags, Louis Wellen- 
dorf, Wilbur Justin Wilcox, Olo Christian Christiansen, John Dodd Skinner, 
Charles J. Hellwio, Alexander Chalmers, Peter R. Meixle, Elle Ellen, 
Carnot Coubtland Mason, Albert Frederick Knorp, Adolphus Leigh Fitz- 
gerald. 

The following named companions were then elected officers for the 
ensuing year : 


The JT.\ William Wilson Traylor President ; 

“ R.% E.\ Charles Marsh, Vice-President ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Alvin Bacon Preston, Chaplain; 

“ R.\ E.\ Hiram Throop Graves, Treasurer ; 

44 J?.*. E.\ Theodore Edward Smith, Reoorder ; 

“ R.\ E.\ John William Harville, Master of Ceremonies; 

44 R.\ E.\ William Abraham Davies, Conductor; 

“ R.\ E.\ Charles Louis Wiggin, Herald; 

44 R.\ E.\ Alex. Gurdon Abell Steward . 


There being no further business, the Convention was closed in 
#nt <#orm: 

Attest : Theodore Edward Smith, j Recorder. 


Digitized by 


Google 



OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 


OF THE 

GRAND CONVENTION OF HIGH PRIESTS. 


OFFICERS i 

William Wilson Traylor, President , Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder , 

Charles Marsh, Vice-President, John Win. Harville, Master of Ceremonies , 

Alvin Bacon Preston, Chaplain , Win. Abraham Davies, Conductor, 

Hiram Throop Graves, Treasurer , Charles Louis Wiggin, Herald , 

Alexander Gurdon Abell, Steward . 


Akerly, Benjamin 
Anderson, Elias 
Bacon, Eli Griffith 
Baras, Frederick Ferdinand 
Bicknell, Jas. Witherspoon 
Blair, Charles Macmnrdo 
Bond, Joshua Lester 
Brady, Alex. Buchanan 
Brown, Josiah Perkins 
Brown, Thomas Allen 
Browne, John Mills 
Broder, Andrew Henderson 
Burke, John Martin 
Bystle, David Porter 
Besse, John Nelson 
Blake, George Mansfield 
Callow, Thomas 
Caswell, Thomas Hubbard 
Chalmers, Alexander 
Christiansen, Olo Christian 
Claiborne, Gilbert Burnett 
Cobn, Louis 
Crandall. John Riggs 
Creigh, John Dunbar 
Crouch, Robert 
Davis, Edwin Ransom 
Dobrowsky, Adolph 
Dods, James 
Doncaster, Richard, Jr. 
Doncaster, Samuel 
Ellis, Ralph 

English, James Lawrence 
Ellen, Elle 

Fitzgerald, Adolphus Leigh 


MEMBERS: 

Foster, Francis 
Gardner, Melvin Tyrus 
Gilbert, George Heirn 
Glover, James Russell 
Goss, Leonard 
Graves, Samuel 
Graham, Thomas Jefferson 
Grimes, George Tuttle 
Harden, John B. 

HaycB, Russell Thayer 
Hayward, Alvinzs. 

Hedges, Edward Richard 
Hewson, John Bankson 
Hilton, Osgood 
Hollub, Adolphus 
Hoadlcy, James Henry 
Hichborn, Alex. Hopkins 
Hunter, Geo. Washington 
January, William Alexander 
Joy, Alexander Cartwright 
Jump, Alemby 
Kingsley, James Forman 
Kirkpatrick, John 
Knapp, Henry Hay 
Knox, William Franklin 
Knorp, albert Frederick 
Kunkler, John Ernest 
Kyle, Thomas 
Laidley, James 
Lanphier, Gilbert 
Lawrence, William Lee 
Lawson, Samuel Powell 
Lott, Charles Fayette 
Lather, Wm. Thompson 


Lyon, William Henry 
Leech, Reuben 
Loomis, Adoniram Judson 
May, George 
Mason, John Clifton 
Mason, Carnot Courtland 
McCormick, William 
McFarlan, Abel 
McMurry, Valentine 
Menzies, Stewart 
Meikle, Peter R. 

Millington, John 
Myrcs, Benjamin Franklin 
Myrick, Milton Hills 
Munt. Richard 
McBride, John Storer 
Neff, Jacob Hart 
Neville, John M. 

Newton, William Davis 
O’Rear, Benjamin Threlkeld 
Orme, Henry Sayre 
Parkhurst, Russell 
Park, Aaron Davis 
Peck, Henry 

Perkins, Geo. Washington 
Prassa, Francis Anthony 
Petrie, William Monroe 
Pond, Charles Lewis 
Haynes, Alonzo Emery 
Ream, Daniel 
Reynolds, Wm. Thomas 
Rich, William Clinton 
Rolfe, Tallman Hathaway 
Rodgers, James Martin 
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Bobs, James Steraheim, Samuel Walker, George Basse II 

Booth, William Stone, Charles E. Warner, Henry 

Ryan, William Henry Stone, Nathan Hosmer Wells, William Sewall 

Rodgers, Edwin Aldrich Skinner, John Dodd Weymouth,' James Lambert 

Russell, Henry Warren Spear, Willard Smith Wellendorf, Louis 

Sage, Timothy Scotchler, Joseph Bonaparte Whitcher, Jeremiah Elken 

Seely, John Ambrose Tinnin, Wiley JameB Wilcox, Wilbur Justin 

Siesbnttel, Alexander Titus, Isaac Sutvene Williams, AlpheoB Fuller 

Singley, James Tamer, Jared Wing, Stephen 

Snow, John Francis Tuttle, Benjamin Franklin Winterburn, Geo/Howard 

Spaulding, Nathan Weston Waite, Alfred Coolidge Wales, Thatcher Peter 

Stanley, Jno. Quincy Adams 
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Address — O f the Grand High Priest — Com. on, appointed — Reported,. .304, 309, 387 

Alabama — R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 309 

Annual Report— O f Grand Secretary, 384 

Of Grand Treasurer, 386 

Appointments— O f Committees, Regular and Special, 383, 387, 399 

Of Grand Officers, 398 

Amendment— T o Constitution— Proposed— Adopted, 393 

Appropriations— G eneral and Special, 397, 399 

Arkansas — R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 310 

B 

Babcock, Geo. W.— Restored, 389 

By-Laws— C ommittee on appointed— Reported, 384, 391 

c 

Canada — R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 312 

Representative received, 388 

Calaveras Chapter— R emoval of— Dispensation to elect officers, 306, 388 

Chapters— R epresented, 302, 304 

Correspondence— C om. on appointed— General Report of Committee on, 309 

Comnecticut — R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 317 

Committees— A ppointed— Regular— On Credentials, 302 

On Finances— On Returns, 383 

On Charters — On By-Laws— On Grievances — On paym’tof Delegates,. .384 

Special— On Address of Grand High Priest, 309 

On Death of Comp. Isaacs— On Physical Qualifications, 387 

On Investment, 398 

Committees— R eported. See nameB of Committees. 

Credentials — C ommittee on appointed— Reported, 302 

Gretoh, John Dunbar — R eception of, 394 

Complaint— O f Sierra Chapter against Alameda Chapter, 394 

E> 

Delaware— R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 319 

Delegates— E xcused for non-attendance, 394 

District op Columbia — R eport of Com. on Corresp. upon proceedings of, 320 

E 

Election — O f Grand Officers, 398 

Exemplification of Work, 389 


F 

Finances— Committee on appointed— Reported, 


383, 296 
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O 

General Regulations, 402 

Georgia— Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 323 

Grand Secret ary— Annual Report of 384 

Grand Treasurer— 44 44 “ 386 

Grand Officers— Election of— Appointed— Installed, 398, 399 

Grand Guard — Appropriation for 398 

Grievances — Committee on appointed— Report of Committee on 384, 394 

H 

High Priesthood— Order of, 441 


i 

Illinois— Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 324 


Indiana— 44 44 44 * 4 44 326 

Iowa— 44 44 44 44 44 328 

Installation— Of Grand Officers 399 

Isaacs, Joseph— Death of, 304, 396, 401 


j 

Jurisprudence— Committee on, appointed 399 

44 4 4 reported, 388, 390,395 


K 

Kansas— Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 
Kentucky— 44 44 44 44 44 44 


..334 

..337 


L 

List— Of Chapters now in existence, 436 

Of Grand Officers, 438 

Louisiana — Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 342 

M 

Maine— Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of,. . .346 
Maryland— 44 44 44 44 44 ...350 

Massachusetts— 44 44 4 4 4 4 , 4 ...35 2 

Michigan— 44 44 44 44 44 ...355 

Minnesota— 44 44 44 44 44 ...358 

Missouri— 44 4 4 4 4 4 4 44 ...360 

Mount Carmel Chapter— Fee for dispensation returned, 389, 397 

Mabonio Hall Association— Investment in stock of, 398 


Nebraska— Report of Committee 
New Jersey— 44 44 

New York— 44 44 

No. Carolina— 44 44 

Nova Scotia— 44 44 


N 

Correspondence upon proceedings of, 

a << «< 

44 14 14 

<4 (4 44 

44 44 44 


o 

Ohio— Report of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of,, 
Oregon— 44 44 • 44 44 44 


361 

.362 

.366 

.368 

.370 


.372 

373 


P 


Payment of Delegates— Committee on appointed— Reported, 

Pennsylvania— Report of Com. on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 
Physical Qualifications— Committee on appointed— Reported, 


Digitized by 


. .384, 399 

374 

..397,393 

Google 



index. iii 

Q 

Quincy Chapter— R elative to 306, 384 

R 

Reports of Committees— O n Jurisprudence, 388,390,396 

On By-Laws 391 

On Returns 392 

On Grievances, 394 

On Finances, 397 

On Payment of Delegates 399 

On Address of Grand High Priest, 387 

On Physical Qualifications, 393 

On Death of Joseph Isaacs, 396 

On Uniformity of Work, 396 

Returns of Subordinate Chapters, 404 

Resolutions— R elative to removal of Calaveras Chapter, 388 

Relative to restoration after suspension 388 

Relative to returning fee for dispensation to Mt. Carmel Chapter,. 889, 397 

Relative to restoration of George W. Babcock, 389 

Relative to recognition of Gr. Chapters of Nova Scotia and W. Va., 390, 391 

Relative to physical qualifications, 893 

Relative to Nicholas Chenhall, 396 

Relative to installation of High Priests, 396 

s 

Santa Rosa Chapter— C onstitution of, 306, 384 

South Carolina— R eport of Com. on Correspondence upon proceedings of 377 

T 

Tennessee— R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 378 

u 

Uniformity of Work— R eport of Committee on, 396 

v 

Vermont— R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 379 

Virginia— “ “ “ “ “ 379 

Visalia Chapter— C onstitution of, 306, 384 

w 

Wisconsin— R eport of Committee on Correspondence upon proceedings of, 381 

Work— E xemplification of, 389 

Woodland Chapter— C onsritution of, 306, 384 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Digitized by LjOOQie 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Address of the Grand High Priest : 

WILLIAM A£.EX. JANUARY, San Jose. 

Address of the Grand Secretary: 

CHARLES LOUIS WIG-GIN, San Francisco. 

Address of the Grand Lecturer : 

THOS. HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. 

ADDRESS CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE : | 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGIN, San Francisco. I 


NOTICE. 

The Twenty-first Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of California will be 
holden at the Masonic Temple, in the oity of San Francisco, commencing on the 
second Tnesday in April, A, I. 2405, A. D. 1875. ^ 

CHARLES LODIS WIGGItf, ' v 

Grand Secretary . 
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I, Charles Louis Wiogin, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of California, do hereby certify that the following pages con- 
tain a true and faithfal transcript of the proceedings of that Body, at its Twenty-first 
Annual Convocation, commenced at the city of San Francisco on Tuesday, the 
thirteenth day of April, A. D. 1875, A. I. 2405, and of the returns of the subordinate 
Chapters and other matters authorized to be published. 



in SMnany WNtmrf, 

I have hereunto appended my official 
signature, and have affixed the Seal of 
the Grand Chapter of California, this 
twenty-first day of April, A. D. 1875, 
A. I. 2405. 



Digitized by {jOOQle 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



PROCEEDINGS 


OP THE 


GRAND CHAPTER 

' OP 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

AT ITS 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVOCATION, 


HELD AT THE 


Masonic Temple, in the City of San Francisco ; 

COMMENCED ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13. A. D. 1875, A. I. 2405, 

AND TERMINATED ON 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, A. D. 1876, A. I. 2406. 


SAN FRANCISCO: 

FRANK EASTMAN, PRINTER, 509 CLAY STREET. 
1875. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



GRAND OFFICERS 


OF THB 



OF THE 


j&snsans 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 


For the year commencing April, A. I. 2403, and ending 
April, A. I. 2406. 


M.\ E.\ WM. THOMAS REYNOLDS, .Grand High Priest, San Francisco ; 
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Comp. SAMUEL DAVID MAYER,. .Grand Organist, San Francisco; 

41 IRA COLBURN ROOT, Grand Guard, San Francisco. 

GRAND LECTURER : 

Jf.\ E.\ THOMAS HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada . 


Digitized by C^ooQie 



GRAND CHAPTER 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS 

OF THE 

State of California. 

TWEFTY-FIRST AlfflJAL COVYOCATIOI. 


The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Cali- 
fornia commenced its Twenty-first Annual Convocation at the Masonic 
Temple, in the city of San Francisco, on Tuesday, the thirteenth day 
of April, A. D. 1875, A. I. 2405, at ten o’clock, A. M. 


Upon calling the roll of members there were found present the 
following — 


GRAND OFFICERS: 


The Ms. Es. WILLIAM ALEXANDER JANUARY Grand High Priest; 

44 Ms. J£\ William Thomas Reynolds, Hep. Grand High Priest ; 

44 Rs. Hr. Henry Hay Knapp, Grand Scribe; 

44 Rs. K\ Hiram Thropp Graves, Grand Treasurer; 

44 Es. Charles Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary ; 

“ Es. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Grand Lecturer ; 

44 E.\ Nathan Weston Spaulding, Grand Capt. of the Host ; 

44 Es. Wiley James Tinnin, Grand Royal Arch Capt,; 

Comp . Samuel David Mayer, Grand Organist ; 

“ Ira Colburn Root, Grand Guard. 


PAST GRAND OFFICERS : 

The Ms. Es. John Dunbar Oreigh, Past Grand High Priest; 

11 Ms. Es. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 44 44 44 *« 

44 Ms. Es. Adolphus Hollub 44 11 14 44 

11 Ms. Es. John Kirkpatrick, 14 44 44 44 

“ Ms. Es. CHARLE8 MARSH 44 44 44 44 

44 Ms. Es. ISAAC Sutvene Titus, 44 4 4 44 44 

44 Ms. Es. George Tuttle Grimes 44 14 44 44 

" Ms. Es. James Lawrence English, 44 44 4 4 4 4 

14 Ms. R \ Jacob Hart Neff 44 44 44 44 

“ Rs . Es. Stephen Wing, Past Grand King : 
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And the representatives of forty chartered Chapters and two under 
dispensation, together with a number of Past High Priests by service 
under this jurisdiction, entitled to seats. 

The farand High Priest filled the vacant stations by the appoint- 
ment of — 


Comp. William Monroe Petrie, as Grand, King; 

“ Samuel Graves as Grand Chaplain: 

And, there being a sufficient representation present, the Grand Chapter 
of California was opened in ^mple ^orm, with music by the choir and 
prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 


The reading of the minutes at the last Annual Convocation was 
dispensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies 
thereof. « 

The Grand High Priest announced the following committee — 

f Comp. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, 

On Credentials: ■< “ Carnot Courtland Mason, 

l “ John Kirkpatrick. 


After a brief recess the committee presented the following report 
of officers of the chartered Chapters, or their duly appointed proxies, 
and Past High Priests, by service under this jurisdiction, as present 
and entitled to seats, viz., from 


San Francisco,. .No. 1,.... 


I 


Samuel Sternheim, High Priest and Past H. P.; 
John Dunbar Creigh, 

Adolphus Hollub, 

Louis Cohn, 

Theodore Edward Smith, J 


| Past High Priests. 


Sonora No. 2, — 

Sacramento, No. 3,.... 


Califomia f No. 6,. . . . 


) Alvin Bacon Preston, High Priest and Past H. P.; 

Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, Past High Priest, 
j William Monroe Petrie, High Priest and P. H. P. 

{ James Lawrence English, Past High Priest. 


f Joseph Miller Litchfield, High Priest; 

Leonidas E. Pratt, King ; 

Alexander Gurdon Abell, 

Charles Louis Wigoin, 

George Tuttle Grimes, 

William Thomas Reynolds, 

John Francis Snow, j. Past High Priests. 

Hiram Throop Graves, ' 

John Kirkpatrick, 

Thomas Kyle, 

Samuel Graves, 


Nevada, 


{ Charles Marsh, Representative and Past H. P. ; 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Past High Priest. 
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Benicia, 

.No. 7,.... 

Shasta, 

..No. 9 

Sutter 

. .No. 11 

Washington , . . . 

..No. 13,.... 

Howard 

.No. 14 

Cyrus , 

. .No. 15 

St. James , 

..No. 16,.... 

Libanus 

. .No. 17 

Crass Valley ,. 

..No. 18,.... 

Trinity 

..No. 19,.... 

Franklin, 

..No. 20, ... 

Sierra 

..No. 21,.... 

Petaluma 

..No. 22, v ... 

Oliver, 

. .No. 23 

La Fayette, 

..No. 24,.... 

Georgetown, . . . 

. No. 25, ... . 

Oakland , 

. .No. 26 

BeUa, 

..No. 27,... 

Stockton, 

. No. 28,.... 

Mamanila , 

..No. 29,... 

Napa 

. . No. 80 

Martinez 

..No. 31,... 

Los Angeles,. . . 

...No. 33,.... 

Alturas, ... 

...No. 34,.... 

Naval, 

...No. 35,... 

Alameda, 

..No. 36,.... 

SUoam, 

...No. 37,... 

Santa Cruz, 

. . No. 38,. . . 

Bed Bluff, 

. .No. 40,... 

Temple, 

..No. 41,.... 

Chico, 

..No. 42 

Solano,. : 

..No. 43,... 


.Timothy 8a oe, High Priest and Past High Priest. 
.Louis Wellbndorff, High Piiest and Past H. P. 


.Lewis Monet, Representative. 

I Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, High Priest ; 
| George Hbirn Gilbert, Past High PrieBt. 


Thomas Callow, High Priest and Past High Priest ; 
Charles Fayette Lott, Past High Priest. 


.Ambrose Hall Cowden, High Priest and P. H. P. 


) John Dodd Skinner, High Priest and Past H. P. ; 
Henry Warren Russell, King. 


. Charles John Hellwig, High Priest and Past H. P. 


j Ralph Ellis, High Priest and Past High Priest ; 

| Henry Hay Knapp, Past High Priest. 

, Thomas Allen Brown, High Priest and Past H. ] 
) Samuel Calvert Foy, Scribe ; 


f Thomas Jefferson Arnold, High Priest; 

I Nathan Weston Spaulding,*. 
j James Dods, V Past High Priests. 

I Walter Laidlaw, ) 

| Jacob Hart Neff, High Priest and Past High P. 


j Carnot Courtland Mason, High P. and P. H. P. 
| Robert Emmett Warren, Scribe, 
j Stephen Kirby NrRSB, High Priest; 

| William Sew all Wells, Past High Priest 


/Google 



451 


Proceedings of the [April 13, 


Visalia No. 44,.... 

8anta Rosa No 46 


Andrew Henderson Brodxr, High Priest And P. H. P. 
Benjamin LaFatvtte Conyers, King. 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald, High P. sod P. H. P* 


Woodland , . . 

Lassen, 

Dixon, 


w M i Charles Hekrt Davis, High Priest; 

°* '••••( Thoha8 Cross Pockxan, Post High Priest. 

..U. D., John Rekshaw Lockwood, Scribe. 

. U. D., James Addison Ellis, High Priest. 


Which report was concurred in, and the companions therein named 
were admitted to seats. 


The Grand High Priest then delivered his Annnal Address to the 
Grand Chapter, as follows ; — 

Companions of the Grand Chapter:— 

By the merciful indulgence of the Great I am we have been permitted to again 
assemble in Annual Convocation, to take counsel together and legislate in behalf of 
the Royal Craft of California. For the twenty-first time we have left oar homes in 
the mountains and in the valleys, in the bosy marts of commerce and the peaceful 
villages, and, laying aside, for the time being, the cares and anxieties attendant upon 
the porsnit of onr daily avocations, have come together to consider and determine 
upon each measures as may best conduce to the continuation of that peace, har. 
mony, and prosperity which, for so many years, have prevailed throughout oar 
jurisdiction. 

We have abundant reason to give thanks to Him who rules the destinies of men, 
for the manifold blessings he has so graciously bestowed upon ns, as a fraternity, 
since the organization of this Grand Chapter. During these twenty-one years, onr 
Grand Chapter has escaped the dangers incident to infancy, passed safely and dis- 
creetly through the difficulties consequent upon the impulsiveness and inexperience 
of yonth, and, with sturdy vigor, unflagging zeal, and a lofty ambition, lias arrived at 
the age and stature of manhood, prepared and fully qualified to perform its part in 
the great and glorious work of disseminating the heaven-bom principles of Royal 
Arch Masonry. 

I congratulate you, companions, upon the healthful and prosperous condition of 
the Order throughout our jurisdiction. Our membership is steadily increasing, bat 
not so rapidly as to indicate an unhealthy growth, for the returns of the subordinate 
Chapters show that the outer doors of the Tabernacle are well guarded and that not 
nil who apply succeed in gaining admission to the Sanctuary, upon whose altar is 
inscribed " Holiness to the Lord.” 

My official acts as Grand High Priest have been but few. I have not been called 
mpon to decide any questions of law and usage of sufficient importance to report for 
your consideration, except that referred -to me at the last Annual Convocation, 
relative to the complaint of Sierra Chapter, No. 21, against Alameda Chapter, No. 36» 
tor an alleged violation of its jurisdictional rights. The facts in this case are as 
follows : 

Bro. Nicholas Chenhall, a Master Mason, and formerly a resident of Oakland, 
was employed as a mining clerk near Sierra City, and within the jurisdiction of 
Sierra Chapter, No. 21. Be was registered there as a voter in June, 1873; and, in 
the Fall of that year, he made application to Alameda Chapter, No. 36, for the 
several degrees, was accepted and the degree of Mark Master was conferred upon 
him. Upon these facts becoming known to the High Priest of Sierra Chapter, n 
complaint was entered in the premises and the matter referred to me for adjudication. 
I was furnished by each of the Chapters interested with a statement of the facte in 
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the case, and Bro. Chenhall also submitted to me a statement. He stated that he 
had, for six years past, considered Oakland his place of residence ; that his sojourn in 
Sierra Connty was only temporary and dependent upon his employment as a clerk ; 
that he went from place to place as his services were required, and had no fixed 
place of residence except Oakland, which he regarded aB bis home. He further 
stated that, when he petitioned Oakland Chapter for the degrees, he expected to 
leave Sierra County in a short time, and he believed he was entitled to the privilege 
of sending his petition to the Chapter located were he considered his residence to be, 
he being a member of a symbolic Lodge, and other societies, located in Oakland. 

The case is parallel to that decided by Grand High Priest Davies last year, and 
confirmed by the Grand Chapter in the adoption of the Report of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, page 390, Proceedings of 1874. 

Section 1 of Article XVH, of the Constitution of the Grand Chapter, reads as 
follows : 

“No Chapter in this State shall receive an application for the degrees unless the 
applicant shall have resided within its jurisdiction six months next preceding the date 
of his application, except by permission of the Chapter nearest his place of residence.” 

While I must acquit Alameda Chapter of intentional violation of the law, it is 
nevertheless clear that the provision of the Constitution above cited was not complied 
with in this case. The complaint of Sierra Chapter is, therefore, well grounded, and 
it would be simple justice to require Alameda Chapter to pay over to Sierra 
Chapter the fees received from Bro. Chenhall. But I have learned that Bro. Chen- 
hall has died since the complaint was made, and Alameda Chapter has returned to 
his widow the amount of his fees; and as the object of the complaint was the vindi- 
cation of the law of jurisdiction more than to recover the small sum of money 
dependent thereon, I would recommend that, as Alameda Chapter has refunded the 
fee, no further action be taken in the matter. 

On the fifth day of August, 1874, 1 granted a dispensation to Companions Allen 
Wood, John Cheney Pabtbidgb, John Renshaw Lockwood, and others, to form 
and open a Chapter at Susanville, Lassen County, to be called Lassen Chapter. On 
the thirtieth day of January, 1875, I granted a dispensation to Companions 
James Addison Ellis, Amiel Hockheimek, Andrew Good Summers, and others, to 
form and open a Chapter in the town of Dixon, Solano County, to be called Dixon 
Chapter ; and on the eighteenth day of March, 1875, 1 granted a dispensation to 
Companions William John Houston, Septimus Allen Cleveland, Henry George , 
James, and others, to form and open a Chapter at Modesto, Stanislaus Connty, to be 
called Modesto Chapter. In all these cases the requirements of the Constitution 
were complied with, and the papers appertaining thereto are on file in the office of 
the Grand Secretary, subject to your inspection. 

But two special dispensations have been issued during my term of office : one to 
Sacramento Chapter No. 2, to re-ballot upon the application of a rejected candidate ; 
the other to Naval Chapter No. 35, to ballot upon the petition of an applicant for 
the degrees without reference to a committee. In the latter case the applicant for 
the degrees was an officer in the United States Navy, and was to sail soon for a 
foreign port. He had applied to the Chapter nearest his place of residence in North 
Carolina and received its permission for any Chapter to confer the degrees upon him. 
There was not time for his petition to take the usual course, and being well known 
to the officers and members of Naval Chapter, I considered it a proper case for the 
exercise of my dispensatory power. I deem this explanation proper, as 1 am op. 
posed to the granting of special dispensation except in rare instances for good and 
sufficient reasons. 

Many complaints having been made in relation to the difficulty of complying with 
General Regulation, No. 12, requiring every High Priest of a Chapter to prooure 
from the Grand Lecturer, or some companion known by the Grand Lecturer to be 
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skilled in the work, a certificate that he is qualified to properly confer all the degrees 
and deliver the lectares appertaining thereto, I would recommend that the plan 
so successfully inaugurated by the Grand Lodge be adopted by the Grand Chapter, 
viz. : That the State be divided into districts and an Inspector be appointed for each, 
whose duty it shall be to visit each Chapter in his district, at least once in each year, 
giving such instruction in the work as may be necessary; reporting to the Grand 
Lecturer or Grand High Priest, his expenses to be borne by the Chapters visited. 

Many of the most intelligent and zealous companions of the jurisdiction— those 
who are accustomed to “ bear the heat and burden of the day ” in the work of the 
Chapters — have arrived at the conclusion that great benefit would accrue from a 
change in the Constitution providing for the appointment by the Council or High 
Priest of the subordinate officers — the Royal Arch Captain, Captain of the Host, 
Principal Sojourner, and Masters of the Vails. It is believed that in that manner those 
stations would be filled with reference to qualification, while now, it is claimed, they 
are too often filled by companions whose only recommendation is that they are 
“ clever fellows,” and, who, after election, fail to perform their duties. I would 
recommend this matter to your consideration. 

On the twenty-fourth day of November, 1874, the General Grand Chapter held its 
twenty-second Triennial Convocation, in Nashville, Tennessee. Twenty-four Grand 
Chapters were represented, and the session was a harmonious and pleasant one. 
Our Representative, Past Grand High Priest, Comp. Charles Marsh, was present 
and will, I doubt not, at the proper time report to you its more important acts. The 
action had at the last preceding Triennial Convocation, making an important change 
in the ritual, was rescinded, and thus a fruitful source of discord and contention has 
been removed. Most of the Grand Chapters accepted the change with a very bad 
grace, while some absolutely refused to comply with the regulation. 

The reports from our sister jurisdictions show that death has been busy among 
them during the past year, nor alas ! have our loved ones escaped his ravages. Our 
Grand Treasurer, Comp. Joseph Bonaparte Scotchler, died at his residence, in 
Oakland, on the tenth day of October, 1874. In the death of Comp. Scotchler our 
Grand Chapter has lost a faithful and zealous officer, the ‘State a good citizen, and 
Masonry an earnest, ardent, and useful adherent. He was a Past Master of Oakland 
Lodge No. 188, and a Past High Priest of Alameda Chapter, No. 36. His genial 
manners, unimpeachable integrity, and warm-hearted sympathetic nature, gained for 
him the esteem and love of all with whom he came in contact. Few men were more 
popular than our deceased companion, and his life and conduct justified the esteem 
with which he was universally regarded. 

Companion John William Harville, Past Grand High Priest, died, at his resi- 
dence in this city, on the second day of March, 1875, aged about fifty years. The 
news of Companion Harvillk’s death came upon the Fraternity like a thunderbolt 
from a clear sky. So sudden was the attack of the destroyer, that few knew of his 
illness until his death was announced. Companion Harville had labored long and 
faithfully in the various orders of Masonry. Coming to this State in the year 1850, 
he engaged in the practice of his profession in Placer County, and in 1855 he was 
appointed Master of Rising Star Lodge, and served in that capacity two years. In 
1858 he was appointed High Priest of Oliver Chapter, No. 23, then working under 
dispensation; and in 1861 he was elected Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge, 
which position he occupied for two years. In 1868 he was elected Grand High Priest, 
having previously served as Grand Scribe and Grand King. He was an upright, 
honorable man, a zealous and consistent Mason, a good and useful citizen. By his 
death Masonry in California has lost one of its brightest ornaments. 

I recommend that mourning pages be set apart in our proceedings to the memory 
of our loved and lost companions. 
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Shortly after the death of Companion Scotchler, I commissioned our Excellent 
Companion Hiram Turoop Graves as Grand Treasurer. I entertain no doubt that 
the appointment will meet with your hearty approval. 

On the tenth of December, 1874, 1 appointed Comp. Edward Goeller as repre- 
sentative of this Grand Chapter near the Grand Chapter of New Jersey. 

I regret that circumstances beyond my control have prevented me from visiting 
the Chapters as I earnestly desired to do, and for which reason I am unable to report 
upon their condition from personal inspection ; but I am assured that harmony pre- 
vails throughout the jurisdiction and that the Chapters are working well and zeal- 
ously, and at the same time subjecting all material offered, to a most rigid inspec- 
tion. 

Full information of the condition and progress of the work will, no doubt, be 
famished you in the reports of our Grand Secretary and Grand Lecturer. 

I must be permitted here, companions, to express my grateful thanks to our able 
and efficient Grand Secretary, Comp. Wigoin, for the promptness with which he has 
responded to the numerous calls I have made upon him for information and advice in 
the discharge of my official duties. He has greatly lightened my labors and helped 
me decide many questions which without his assistance might have gone un- 
answered. 

And now, companions, having rendered an account of my stewarship, I desire to- 
express to you my grateful thanks for the honor conferred upon me in electing me 
as your presiding officer, and for your uniform kindness and courtesy towards me in 
our official and fraternal intercourse. If I have committed errors, I ask you to cover 
them with the broad mantle of Masonic Charity; and be assured that if I have not 
filled the high position in which your partiality placed me, as well as you expected 
me to, it has been through the lack of ability to do better. 

Invoking the blessing of the Supreme High Priest of the Universe upon our 
deliberations, I will no longer detain you from the work we have assembled here to 
perform. 

WILLIAM ALEX. JANUARY, 

Grand High Priest. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Address of the Grand High 
Priest be referred to a special committee of three. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest named as such committee — 

( Comp. Henry Sayre Orme, 

On Address of Grand High Priest . . J .. william Thompson Luther. 

I “ Alexander McKenzie. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, from the Committee on Corres- 
pondence, presented the following report, the reading of which was 
dispensed with, the members being furnished with printed copies, 
and on motion of Comp. Thomas Hubbard Caswell, the report was 
ordered to be printed with the proceedings : — 

To the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Correspondence respectfully report that the transactions of 
thirty-six Grand Chapters have been received and carefully perused, and we present 
for your consideration such information as we have been enabled to glean from them, 
not doubting that it will prove to you as interesting and instructive as it has been to 
yonr committee. The list embraces the following 
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Alabama 

.for 1874 

Missouri, 

. . for. . 

.. .1874 

Arkansas, 

. “ 1874 

Hurras**,.. 

C i 

.1873-5 

Canada, 

. “ 1874 

New Hampshire, 

•< 

...1873 

Connecticut, 

. 44 1874 

New Jersey, 

ft 

...1874 

Delaware 

. 44 1874 

New York, 

... 44 .. 

...1874 

District op Columbia,. 

. 44 1874 

North Carolina, 

(i 

. . .1874 

Florida, 

. 1872-3 

Nova Scotia, 

ii 

. . .1874 

Georgia, 

. “ 1874 

Ohio, 

f 4 

...1874 

Illinois, 

. 11 ....1873-4 

Oregon 

ii 

. . .1874 

Indiana, 

. « ... 1874 

Pennsylvania, 

it 

. . .1874 

Iowa, 

“ 1874 

Rhode Island, 

1 1 

.1871-4 

Kansas 

. “ 1874 

Scotland, 

ti 

.1872-3 

Kentucky, 

. 44 1874 

South Carolina, 

.. 44 .1 

...1874 

Louisiana 

. “ 1874 

Texas, 

ii 

. . .1874 

Maine, 

. “ 1874 

Vermont, 

ii 

. . .1874 

Maryland, 

. « 1874 

Virginia, 

<i 

. . .1874 

Massachusetts, 

. •« 1874 

West Virginia, 

K 

.1872-3 

Minnesota, 

. 41 1874 

Wisconsin, 

<i 

...1874 


This leaves only Michigan and Tennessee to be heard from, and we regret their 
absence from onr annual roll calL Without further preface we oommenoe with 


AT.ABAMA . 

The Grand Chapter of Alabama commenced its forty-seventh Annual Convocation 
in the city of Montgomery, on the second day of December, 1873,— the M.\ E.\ 
Myles J. Greene, Grand High Priest, presiding, the M.\ E.\ Daniel Sayre being 
Grand Secretary. Thirty-seven subordinate Chapters were represented. 

From the Address of the Grand High Priest, we select the following sad com- 
mentary upon the existing state of society in that jurisdiction. Let us hope that 
brighter days will soon dawn upon our companions, and the cloud which now 
obscures their social horizon be forever dispelled : — 

Society is heaving to and fro, like the incipient warnings of an earthquake. 
Mighty and radical changes are being wrought m our social fabric. The tendency 
downwards in the scale of morality is fearfully rapid. Corruption stalks abroad in 
the land with bold and defiant mien ; and public opinion has resigned her whilom 
throne, aB the regulator of public virtue. In view of the darkness that threatens to 
envelop our social and moral horizons, the good and the true are seeking a refuge 
from tne impending storm. The fixed and steady purpose to pursue the right, seeks 
to be buoyea up, by association with those who have banded themselves together, for 
the cultivation and promotion of virtuous conduct. 

To somewhat relieve the depressing effect of the foregoing, we quote the following 
cheering announcement. “ So far as I have been able to survey the field, Royal Arch 
Masonry, in this jurisdiction, has enjoyed a year of uninterrupted peace, as well as a 
reasonable degree of prosperity." 

The Grand High Priest regrets that the demands of private and professional busi- 
ness have prevented him from officially visiting the Chapters. We have no doubt the 
Chapters regret it also, as an occasional visit from the Grand High Priest, or other 
Grand Officer, infuses new life into the subordinates and encourages them by dem- 
onstrating to them the fact that the leaders of the Craft are not unmindful of them. 

By many of his old friends and companions in California, the announcement of 
the demise of Comp. Richard F. Knott will be received with sincere sorrow and 
regret. 

Comp. Knott was long a resident of this State, and occupied several responsible 
positions in Masonry. His zeal and energy in all that pertained to the welfare of the 
Craft are well known and appreciated by the older Masons in f San Francisco. His 
genial humor, his kind and affable demeanor to all who approached him, his gener- 
ous and frank disposition, and his readiness to aid all who were in distress, had 
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endeared him to a large circle of warm said sincere friends. He was the representa- 
tive of this Grand Ohapter near the Grand Chapter of Alabama at the time of his 
death, and took a deep interest in all that concerned the Craft in California. We 
most deeply and sincerely sympathize with our companions of Alabama in the loss 
they have sustained ; and, although our hearts are saddened at the thought that we 
shall see him no more on earth, let as hope we may meet him within the vails of 
the great tabernacle on high, where there shall be no more parting, no more sorrow, 
no more death. 

Two Past Grand High Priests were presented with jewels indicative of their rank, 
and jhe presentation addresses by the Grand High Priest to the companions thus 
honored were exceedingly happy and appropriate. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. P. J. Pillars, 
who prefaces this excellent specimen of his skill with a needless apology for its im- 
perfections. It needed only a review of California to make it perfect ; but, for some 
reason, we are “ left out in the cold.” Probably our proceedings did not reach him ; 
but they were mailed to the Grand Beoretary as soon as published, and we hope for 
better luck next time. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Montgomery. 


ARKANSAS. 

The twenty-fifth Anniud Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Arkansas was held 
in the city of Little Rock, commencing on the twenty-second day of October, 1874, 
and continuing three days. The Mr. K\ Samuel W. Williams, Grand High 
Priest, presided, and the Hr. E.\ Luke E. Babbeb again occupied the Grand Sec- 
retary’s desk. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is an able and interesting production, and 
we quote the opening and closing portions as a specimen of his skill : — 

In every life there are periods which form eras. So of institutions. The anni- 
versary of some event with them has an interest above other days. The birthday of 
each life is with individuals, that period which is looked to most. How slow the first 
years of life seem to pass, and birth anniversaries seem to loiter. But in later life, 
now rapidly they move around. Just a little while ago we stood eagerly bending for- 
ward to manhood, when life’s real duties and responsibilities begin. Almost unpre- 
pared we anxiously desire the battle of life, in which we were to be combatants, to 
begin. All too soon, as we now see, we were hurried on. We have gone from conflict 
to conflict ; we have chased the butterflies of hope, played with earth’s toys, while we 
were rendered almost unconscious of passing years as they flitted by so swiftly, until 
we find that their frosts have whitened the hair, and their summons withered the 
face, and they say “ the old man,” as we pass. For all this, has the world been bet- 
ter that we lived in it ? Has it been no worse? Poor soldiers we have been in the 
world’s moral strifes, if we have succeeded in being only mere camp-followers in the 
tents of right ; better that, however, than to have fougnt on the other side. Happy 
are we if we can show our trophies, or point to monuments of our good deeds. 
Have we dried a tear ? Have we given a morsel to the hungry ? Have we spoken 
words of encouragement to the despairing? Have we written, spoken or done any- 
thing for the good of our race and the cause of truth, that may tell of us when we 
are dead? 

Companions, we cannot shut our eves to the fact that we have had some lessons 
to learn, which six years of hard and hitter adversity have taught us ; and, looking 
back over them, we can see that nothing but the cold iron of unrelenting power 
would have impressed the hard lessons so soon ; yet God, in his providence, intended 
we should learn them, and He did not remove His rod until we had conned them 
well. Those lessons were self-reliance, humility, and the knowledge that there were 
rights which were common to man, which all must respect alike, whether our 
ancestors were bleached in the snows of the north, or blackened in the torrid sun in 
the forests of Africa. When we had learned these lessons, the chastening rod was 
withheld, so readily, and God has brought us, by ways we knew not, and led the blind 
in paths thev had not known, to see the light of a glorious liberty. Let us use it like 
men, like Masons, to better ourselves and our race— embracing in our philanthropy 
men of every race and condition under God’s blue canopy ; succor the needy, help 


Digitized by 


Google 



460 


Proceedings of the 


[April 13, 


the distressed, counsel the erring, raise the fallen ; and may this glorious work know 
no race, color or previous condition, but go on until earth’s millions shall stand in 
the presence of God, in their mind free, equal, and what they were originally made — 
Men, in the image of the Maker, disenthralled morally, physically, and politically. 

The Committee on Grievances refuse to be comforted, because they have nothing 
to do. 

The Committee on Education report their approval of the management of St. 
John’s College, and recommend that the surplus funds be appropiated for its main* 
tenance. A noble investment. 

New Jersey’s representative was received and acknowledged. 

No Report on Correspondence accompanies the proceedings— an omission which 
we greatly regret— and hope our companions will no longer withhold from us the 
light which we feel they are thoroughly capable of imparting. 

Th6 Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Little Bock. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The seventy-sixth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut was 
held in the city of Hartford on the twelfth day of May, 1874, the Jf.\ William 
Wallace Lee, Grand High Priest, presiding, the J2.\ E.\ Joseph K. Wheeler being 
Grand Secretary. All the Grand Officers save the two Grand Stewards, were present 
at.the opening. 

The office of Grand Steward is one unknown in this jurisdiction, and we are there- 
fore unable to estimate the loss which the absence of such an officer would entail upon 
the Grand Chapter, but as no faro terns were appointed, we presume the office is 
intended more for ornament than use. 

Thirty-three subordinate Chapters, being all except one under dispensation, were 
represented, and all Royal Arch Masons in good standing were invited to visit the 
Grand Chapter during its session. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a business-like paper, and treats solely of 
local affairs. 

The following receives our cordial endorsement: — 

I have reluctantly granted one dispensation to renew an application within the 
time fixed by law, where it was supposed a mistake had been made in a ballot. I 
have received a number of applications to shorten the time in which a ballot might 
be had, to set aside the by-laws of the subordinates, etc., but with this exception have 
refused them all. I dislike to appear ungracious or disobliging, but I am firmly con- 
vinced that law should be obeyed — not violated, ignored or set aside by any one. I 
regard the Grand High Priest as the executive officer of this Body— the Body itself is 
the law-making power. Now, if the law which takes away from the High Priest all 
right to judge of the merits or demerits of a case of emergency, be wrong and detri- 
mental to the interests oi the several subordinates, then it should be amended or 
repealed, not violated or set aside. Daring my official connection with this Grand 
Body, 1 have visited many of the subordinates, and have heard much complaint that 
our system of jurisprudence allowed no opportunity to correct mistakes or errors 
which might be committed in balloting upon applications — no discussion or explan- 
ation being allowed. In the nature of things, the Grand High Priest, except in rare 
instances, can know nothing of the merits or demerits of these cases which come 
before him, and the idea seems absurd that one should be a judge in a matter of which 
he knows and can know nothing at all. If the members of the Grand Chapter wish to 
amend it they have the power; if they prefer it as it is, retain it; but they should 
not ask the executive officer to set aside a law which they voluntarily enacted. 

He believes that the appointment of representatives near other Grand Bodies will 
be productive of no evil results, and as an evidence of the “faith that itf in him,’» 
appoints ten companions known to be of “ mental, moral and Masonic worth ” to 
represent the Grand Chapter of Connecticut near other jurisdictions. He reports 
that the perfect peace and concord so long existing, remains undisturbed; long 
may it so continue. 
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Prom the report of the companion deputed by the Grand High Priest to visit and 
instruct the subordinate Chapters we infer that, while most of them are doing good 
work and square work, a lack of enthusiasm is evident among a portion of them, 
which, we doubt not, a few official visits from Grand Officers would remedy. 

One Chapter required the most “favorable circumstances of weather and travel ” 
to insure an attendance sufficient to justify an opening; another had remained closed 
for several months, to save expense, and were quietly reminded that the merchant 
who closed his store when trade was dull, would be likely to take advantage of the 
bankrupt act. 

Another had done no work for two years owing to a “ misuse of the ballot ,” a cir- 
cumstance which would lead us to recommend that somebody be subjected to the 
eliminating process, or that one subordinate less appear upon the registry. When 
this most reprehensible of unmasonic practices obtains in a Masonic body, the day 
of its usefulness is past, and unless the offender can be detected and punished, the 
sooner its existence is terminated, the better for the credit of the Order. 

We hope Comp. Lewis will not accuse us of holding “ heretical views ” if we 
assent that in such cases, a little skirmishing with the “ secrecy of the ballot” might 
be winked at. The companion throws out a hint in his report, a slight attention to 
which will not be amiss outside the boundaries of Connecticut. He says 

If I may be allowed, at this time, and in this place, I would Huggest to some com- 
panions holding official positions, that there is a way of receiving and greeting visi- 
tors, which is easy, natural and proper — not overlooking rank and station. 

We do not allude to mere honors, but a reception which will make a visiting 
companion feel he is welcome, and— departing— to desire to come again. 

We have, in the course of our experience, seen visitors received in the Chapter in 
such a manner as to suggest the proprietorship on their part, of some contagious 
disease, which rendered it dangerous to approach them. They were ushered in 
without welcome, and allowed to depart without recognition. Such a visit could 
certainly afford no pleasure to the visitor, who should, after he has proved himself 
worthy, be received and welcomed, not as a stranger, but as a member of our common 
brotherhood, and made to feel that he is among those who feel an interest in him as 
such, and who desire to make his sojourn among them as pleasant and agreeable 
as possible. 

The following resolution was adopted by a vote of forty-three to fourteen 

Resolved , That at the next Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, there be 
required and paid to this Grand Chapter from each subordinate within its jurisdiction, 
the sum of twenty cents for e.;ch member upon its roll; provided however, that in 
estimating the numbers for the proposed taxation, all members may be deducted who 
have left its jurisdiction, and not been heard from for the preceding years. 

The foregoing resolution was introduced-by Comp. John N. Lewtb as a substitute 
for the report of the Committee on Ways and Means, who recommended that the 
revenue of the Grand Chapter be in future derived from exaltations instead of a 
per capita tax. The resolution implies that there are members borne upon the rolls, 
who have left the jurisdiction and have not been heard from for five years or more, 
and this w'e hold to be a strong argument in favor of “certain heretical views,” which 
Comp. Lewis say6 we cherish, relative to those who desert the vineyard and leave 
their companions to bear the “ heat and burden of the day.” 

Here we have companions traveling over the world as Royal Arch Masons, en- 
joying all the rights and privileges accorded to the true and faithful workmen, yet 
contributing nothing, pecuniarily or otherw ise, to the general good, bearing no por- 
tion of the burdens or responsibilities incumbent upon them as members of the Order* 
satisfied with having their companions to perform all the labor while they enjoy its 
fruits. We believe in cutting off all such rotten limbs from the tree, that its growth 
and vigor may not be impaired by imparting nourishment to decaying branches. 

The Report on Correspondence is from the able pen of Comp. John N. Lewis, 
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and although he pitches into us in a very lively manner on the subject of non-pay- 
ment of dues, yet we like him because he gives us something to write about. We 
find in him a “ foeman worthy of our steel ” (pen) and .*shall be always pleased to 
cross weapons with him when opportunity offers. 

The proceedings proper of the Grand Chapter occupy sixteen pages of the pam- 
phlet before us, which swells to the fair proportions of one hundred and sixty-three ; 
one hundred and thirty-five of which is contributed by Comp. Lewis as his report; 
but long as it is we would not willingly curtail it a single line, for it is all good from 
beginning to end, albeit we cannot indorse all the views therein expressed. 

He reviews the transactions of twenty-seven Grand Chapters in a courteous, in- 
teresting, and instructive manner : California for 1878, comes in for a large Bhare of 
his notice. He accuses our Grand Chapter of playing the old fogy in the matter of 
the recognition of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, because we postponed it for 
one year in order to get a good ready. Some of our wise ones believe it judicious 
to “ make haste slowly ” in such matters, and perhaps they are right, although our 
patience is sometimes sorely tried by their delay in arriving at a conclusion. Nova 
Scotia gains in the cordiality of her welcome whatever Bhe may have lost by the delay 
in her recognition. 

Comp. Lewis quotes the following from our General Regulations: “ No Masonic 
communication shall be held with a Royal Arch Mason who stands suspended for any 
cause ; ” and upon this he waxes sarcastic, as follows 

« Which the same ” — the last three words— means particularly for non-payment of 
dues. This subject, and that embraced in the following regulation, form the burden 
of Companion Wiggin’s Report on Correspondence, as we shall see. Our own views, 
and we believe those of this Grand Chapter and the vast majority of the Craft, will be 
given in proper connection. 

He then quotes some of our remarks upon the subject of non-payment of dues, 
which he acknowledges have “ no inconsiderable force, ” and then proceeds to give 
his own views and possibly those of his Grand Chapter, but when he assorts that they 
are those of the “vast majority of the Craft” we beg leave to interpose a demurrer. 

As Comp. Lewis’ views are somewhat peculiar, and as we propose to meet them 
as best we can, with such arguments as our space will permit, we give them in 
extenso : — 

There is much to be said upon both sides of this subject of dues. In the first 
place, it is an innovation upon the ancient body of Freemasonry — unavoidable, we 
will admit, because of the changes in the habits and customs of men of the the nine- 
teenth century from those of their ancestors, but still an innovation. In this age and 
country it is doubtless true that a proper system of membership dues, carefully sur- 
rounded by conservative restrictions, is necessary to the life and prosperity of any 
society of men. But it is of the utmost importance that all rules ana regulations, leg- 
islation and practice, concerning the subject, be founded and carried out in constant 
view of the fact that it is, though necessary, an innovation. 

Now, from its earliest existence, tradition informs us, the rituals bear testimony, 
and we firmly believe, that the corner-stone of Masonry, as an organized society, has 
been its voluntary character. This is indicated by the very name, Free and Accepted 
Mason. And if there is one sentiment which causes the heart to swell with honest 
pride, quickens the pulse to earnest endeavor, causes the eye to kindle and glow with 
fervent zeal, and the sensibilities to reach forth with love and, kindness towards our 
iellows, it is the consciousness of freedom. To Americans, it is as the light of the 
sun ; the pure air of heaven ; the shower after the drouth ; the evening breeze in 
August. We inhale it every breath we draw ; it sustains us in all the trials of life, 
and refreshes us after its conflicts and disappointments. 

Let Free Masons, then, exercise a modicum of the wisdom of our first Most Wor- 
shipful Grand Master, in adapting a necessary innovation tb the time-honored and 
inherent freedom of the order. Lodge or Chapter membership, with its peculiar at- 
tendant privileges, may justly be coupled with and hinged upon a definite pecuniary 
contribution towards its organic maintenance. But do not force any worthy brother or 
companion to the alternative of either making the humiliating confession of his pov- 
erty, or being branded as a Masonic criminal. We believe it our duty to be an affil- 
iated member of a Lodge, a Chapter, a Council, and a Commandery ; but we deem it 
a question of personal duty which we are free to decide for ourself, responsible to no 
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one but our God and our conscience, and we accord the same free decision to every 
Brother, Companion, and Sir Knight in the Universe. If any one chooses to debar 
himself from the rights and privileges of membership — and if you will reflect a 
moment you will note many which do not pertain to a non-affiliate— why, let him go. 
We havn’t half the dread of the disastrous influence of non-affiliated Masons that we 
have of those who, with no love or appreciation of our principles, no desire for the 
moral elevation of themselves or others, might be retained in membership solely 
through dread of discipline— dead wood, knarled, withered and dried-up limbs, stick- 
ing to the trunk, solely because the cohesive power of law keeps them there, to mar 
all the lovely proportions of the tree by their inherent hideousness. 

But one word more. On the “ dollars and cents ” principle of Companion Wiogin, 
we ask this question. After having paid for his degrees, and the consequent advant- 
ages, has not every Mason the right to decide for himself whether he will further 
pay for the further privileges of membership T Companion Wiggin rightly says, “ the 
good and true Mason needs no incentive to pay his dues ; ” and we will add that 
it is a reproach and a scandal, that such an one should be forced by the law to accord 
the equal rights of membership, to the unworthy cravens who “pay them grudgingly 
and tardily, only through dread of discipline. 

The importance thq subject is assuming is our apology for these, perhaps, too 
extended remarks. 

Comp. Lewis speaks of the payment of dues as an innovation, althohgh he con- 
fesses that it is an unavoidable one. So are Grand Lodges and written Constitutions 
innovations upon the ancient body of Freemasonry. Masonry is progressive, and the 
laws, customs, and usages which governed the Craft when “ time was young,” have 
been changed to Bnit the demands of a more enlightened age. Much stress is laid 
upon the voluntary character of Masonry. It is true that every Mason joins the 
Order of his own free will and accord, and he is as free to leave it as he was to unite 
himself with it; but when he becomes a member, he incurs certain obligations which 
it is his bounden duty to discharge. The degrees of Masonry are conferred upon him 
in consideration of certain stipulated acts and duties to be performed by him. Accord- 
ing to Comp. Lewis’s views, the contract should be all on one side. -A Mason should 
be allowed all the rights and privileges incident to his relation to the Craft, but no 
corresponding benefits should be required of him except such as he may freely and 
voluntarily offer. We cannot subscribe to this doctrine. We do not understand the 
word free, as applied to Masonry, to imply an immunity from restraint, or from the 
discharge of those duties which the general law renders inoumbent upon all ; but 
rather that freedom which, combined with fervency and zeal, should render Masons 
foremost in every godd and charitable work. A Mason agrees to conform to and 
abide by the by-laws of his Lodge, and in almost every instance, one of these by-laws 
is, that he shall pay a certain stated sum monthly, as dues. If he fails from inability 
to comply with the law, no Lodge will punish him for his misfortune, but if he fail 
through neglect or indifference to discharge his obligations to the Craft, it is right 
that he should be admonished, and, if admonition has no effect, he should be cut off as 
a cumberer of the soil. Bro. Lewis asks us if a Mason, “ after having paid for his 
degrees, and the consequent advantages ,” has not the right to decide for himself 
whether he will “ further pay for the further privileges of membership ? ” * 

We answer, no ! The man who pays, simply for the privilege of being called a 
Mason and eujoying the advantages consequent upon such a relation, has no more of 
the spirit of Masonry in his heart than a Chimpanzee, and is about as well qualified to 
understand and appreciate its beneficent teachings. 

Comp. Lewis acknowledges that the subject is an important one, and if he scans 
carefully the reports from the various jurisdictions, he will find that many of our 
brother reporters and Grand High Priests are of our way of thinking. We have fully 
converted that hardened Binner, Burkhax, of Rhode Island, and do not despair of 
bringing even Lewis to repentance. He quotes copiously from our report of 1873, 
and although he cannot agree with us on Borne points, he dobs not fail to commend 
all which to him seems good, and speaks of us in terms which causes us involuntarily 
to feel for our hat. 

He sees fit to propound a question to us as follows : — 
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He says Companion Lockwood’s Report on Correspondence, “in point of excel- 
lence, is tally up to the standard of its predecessors.” In view of the remark above 
criticised wo would like to ask what he considers that standard to be. 

In reply, we would state that we consider Comp. Lockwood's standard one which 
few are competent to reach, and we are only consoled for his loss by the acquisition 
of so able a representative ; and we mean w4iat we say. Now, Comp. Lewis, if you 
don’t make us a low bow for that compliment, we will have you suspended for non- 
payment of dues. 

It is with no little regret that we feel compelled to lay down our pen and pause in 
the consideration of this report, for there are many interesting features in it which we 
would gladly notice and discuss ; and, disclaiming all desire or intention to flatter or 
unduly praise, we do not hesitate to record our conviction that it is one of the very 
best that has come to our notice. With this parting shot, Comp. Lewis, we bid you 
good night. 

The 3f.\ E.\ Edmund Tweedy was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Joseph K. Wheeler was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Hartford. 

DELAWABE. 

The sixth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Delaware was held in the 
city of Wilmington on the twenty-first day of January, 1874,— the M.\ E.\ Geo. W. 
Stone, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ Er. J. P. Allmoxd being Grand Sec- 
retary. All the Grand Officers were present at the opening, and five chartered Chap- 
ters (all) were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a paper which well repays the perusal, 
and in it are gems of thought which should be treasured up in the store-house of 
every Mason’s memory. He says 

The history of Capitular Masonry in our State has been a checkered one. In the 
language so often used in ancient history, “It rose, flourished, and fell. 

Most of us who are now members of this Grand Chapter, labored assiduously 
among its ruins, and have, after considerable effort, succeeded in rearing this present 
temple, which, if it is not grand and imposing, is at least of fair proportions and in 
perfect harmony. 

The machinery seems now to be in perfect order, and I trust no one will be found 
in the years to come, who will have either the power or disposition to disturb its 
workings, through mistaken zeal or personal ambition. 

“ Do good unto an men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith,” is 
&b applicable now to us, as it was to the Galatians in Paul’s day. For Masonry knows 
no bounds. It is as broad as humanity. While it aims to enroll among its members, 
only those who are capable of engaging in its really glorious work, still it should not, 
and does not aim to confine its labor to its ow r n limited circle, but to make itself a 

S ower for good in every city, town and hamlet where it exists. Its lessons teach 
lorality, Patriotism and Virtue. It is grounded on a belief in the existence of an 
over-ruling Father who governs and controls his children in Love. It announces 
itself to be the champion of Virtue and Manliness, at any and all times, and its power 
should be felt in every relation of our lives ; as fathers, sons and brothers, as citizens, 
as business men, as Christiana or Jews. Its field of operation is too extensive to be 
covered by any sect or party. It is not weighed down by doctrines, or hindered by 
doubtful disputations about principles, but is always led by its thrilling watch-words, 
which should lie at the root of all our actions, brotheiiy love, relief ana truth. 

The following meets our views exactly ; it should be printed in letters of gold and 
hung in every Lodge Room and Chapter Hall in the land : — 

We live in an age that recognizes progress in all things, and if there be those that 
desire to linger among the relics of the past, and to spend their strength in attempt- 
ing to discover the machinery by which our venerable institution was moved in by- 
gone ages, I am not of that number. While I venerate the good that the past has 
transmitted to us, I believe that Masonry is no exception to the general rule of pro- 
gress, and that we may now, even at this late day, add new lustre to its history by our 
achievements in its real work for humanity. Let us keep its time-honored customs ; 
let us preserve its ancient and well-know n landmarks, for they have been well triad ; 
they bear upon their face the stamp marks of honesty and wisdom ; they connect us 
with the past by golden memories, they must not be given up, but let us from the 
springs of love in our own hearts turn our little streams into its great river to increase 
t8 volume as it flows along through the ages to come. 
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If we would do this work and do it well, we must not waste our time by the way- 
side, discussing the details of Ritual, disputing about the size of an apron or jewel, 
the width of a collar, or the disposition of our furniture, whether the word a or (he 
should be used in such a place, or whether such a method of doing a proper thing is 
the original one or not. 

On the subject of visits to the subordinate Chapters by Grand Officers, he says 

While I do not know that such visits are really indispensable, they might, I think* 
be made very useful in stirring up the interest of the Companions in Capitular Mason* 
ry, and I would recommend not tnat it be made a part of the duty of the Grand High 
Priest to make such visits, but that the Grand Chapter, by resolution, express their 
approval of such visits, when it is possible that they can be made. The social ties 
that should bind us together can certainly be strengthened by such visits, and our 
acquaintance be made more thorough, and harmony thereby promoted. 

He strongly recommends the adoption of a uniform work and the appointment of 
a Grand Lecturer to teach it, and in this connection says : — 

Heretofore we have been at a stand for the want of some plan upon which to pro- 
ceed, and therefore, while doubting my own ability to cope successfully with so diffi- 
cult a question, I will venture to suggest a plan that has occurred to me, hoping if it 
shall be found impracticable, it may, at least, suggest to some other companion a way 
out of our present difficulty. 

The first thing it seems to me to be decided, is, t chat work shall we adopt? for 
at present we have no standard work, and no two of our Chapters use the same 
work, and therefore we must find some work that is fixed and unchanging, and that 
can always be found when wanted ; some work that is held and guarded officially by 
some power competent to keep it and protect it from innovation and change. 

He thus concludes his excellent Address 

Finally, Companions, permit me to say, thnt having now fairly entered upon an 
era of good feeling and perfect harmony, we owe it to ourselves and to the good name 
of our venerable institution that we continue to work in Peace, Love and Harmony. 
Let us remember at all times the familiar sentence. 

Harmony being the strength and support of all institutions, more especially this 
of ours. And let this Grand Body furnish to its Subordinate Bodies a model of dignity, 
earnestness and harmony that they will do well to imitate. 

The committee to whom the address was referred, did not agree with the Grand 
High Priest with reference to the question of uniformity of work, and offered the 
following resolution : — 

That any effort to make a change in the work of the several Chapters in this juris- 
diction at this time would destroy their harmony, and consequently their usefulness- 

On the third recommendation, viz. : The appointment of a Grand Lecturer, your 
committee would recommend that instead of appointing a Grand Lecturer at this 
time, that the M . \ E.‘. Grand High Priest be required to exemplify, at the next 
annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, the work that he. in his judgment, may 
consider the best adapted to this jurisdiction. 

The Grand Chapter very properly refused to adopt the resolution, but took no 
further action in the matter. 

It would seem that, in a jurisdiction numbering but six Chapters, the problem of 
uniformity would not be a difficult one to solve. 

The six Chapters have an aggregate membership of two hundred and ninety-six, 
being an increase of thirty-one over last year. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, which we regret, and hope our companions 
of Delaware will allow us to hear from them, as well as of them, in future. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address: Wil' 
mington. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

A Semi-Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of the District of Colum- 
bia was held in the city of Washington, on the twelfth day of May, 1874,— the 
M.\ E. m . Noble D. Labneb, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Lewis G. 
Stephens being Grand Secretary. Eight subordinate Chapters were represented. 
The committee, to whom was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest at the 
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last Animal Convocation, presented an interesting and important report, involving 
matters of general interest to the Craft. As the subjects reported upon have 
frequently been mooted in this jurisdiction and finally settled by legislation, we give 
the report of the committee in full : — 

Your committee entirely concur with the views expressed by the 3f.\ E.\ Grand 
High Priest in his Address, and the recommendations therein made, so far as the 
matters referred to are proper subjects of legislation by this Grand Chanter. The 
recommendation looking to the expulsion of a member of a subordinate Chapter for 
non-payment of dues, your committee do not consider a proper subject of legislation 
as that question is settled by the Constitution of the Grand Chapter; nor are your 
committee ready to recommend a change in the Grand Constitution in that particular. 

So far as your committee are informed, the neglect or refusal to pay dues to a 
Masonic body has never been considered such an offense as would justify Masonic 
discipline, so as to affect the Masonic standing of a brother, further than to deprive 
the delinquent of membership and all the rights, immunities, and benefits incident 
thereto. This, we think, is as it should be. The right of membership in a Masonic 
body carries with it all other rights and benefits which properly belong to the Craft, 
and which are well understood by every intelligent Mason. The loss of membership, 
while it does not effect his Masonic standing, is accompanied with the loss of all 
those rights, and leaves him in the position of an unaffiliate, having no right to sit 
in such body and participate in its deliberations, nor even to visit, except by mere 
matter of favor ; no Masonic home while living, and no right to Masonic burial 
when dead. The loss of these rights, and others not necessary to mention here, has 
always been considered sufficient punishment for the neglect of what is very properly 
considered, by the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest, the very important duty of pay- 
ing dues. So that, while your committee are in '/ull accord and sympathy with the 
Mr. E. m . Grand High Priest in his censure of Masons who. without any good reason, 
neglect this very important duty, we do not agree with him in his mode of punish- 
ment. 

Upon the quest : on of communications or correspondence between Grand Chapters 
of foreign jurisdictions and subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction, your commit- 
tee fully agree with the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest that all communications from a 
foreign Grand Chapter to a subordinate Chapter of this jurisdiction should come 
through this Grand Chapter. Your committee also agree that subordinate Chapters 
should never be permitted to appear in public (except on funeral occasions) as a 
Chapter, without the permission of this Grand Chapter. 

The condition of a companion— a member of a subordinate Chapter— having lost 
his membership by reason of suspension or expulsion from his Lodge, and afterward, 
reinitiated by liis Lodge or the Grand Lodge, referred to in the address, your com- 
mittee deem a matter of grave importance to the Craft, and one in which we fully 
concur with the views expressed by the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest, and which we 
think requires some definite action by this Grand Chapter. 

For the purpose, therefore, of settling the foregoing questions, to which the atten- 
tion of this Grand Chapter has very properly been called bv the Mr. E\ Grand High 
Priest, your committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : — 

Resolved , That no subordinate Chapter of this jurisdiction shall appear in public 
for any purpose, (except on funeral occasions,) without the consent of this Grand 
Chapter, or that of the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest. 

Resolved, That no subordinate Chapter shall go into any foreign jurisdiction for 
the purpose of conferring or exemplifying, nor shall it confer or exemplify, any of 
the Capitular degrees in any foreign jurisdiction without the expressed consent of 
this Grand Chapter, and the Grand Chapter proposed to be visited, having been first 
had and obtained. 

Resolved, That the question of receiving a companion into a Chapter after he haa 
lost his membership by Laving been suspended or expelled by his Lodge, and after- 
wards reinstated by his Lodge or the Grand Lodge, be referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, with instructions to report at our next Annual Convocation such 
standing resolution as will meet the exigencies of the case. 

The report was concurred in, and the resolutions were adopted. The reasoning of 
the committee upon the question of non-payment of dues, strikes us as somewhat 
singular. They say that “ so far as they are informed , the neglect or refusal to pay 
dues, has never been considered such an offense as would justify Masonic discipline 
so as to affect the Masonic standing of a brother, further thau to deprive the delin- 
quent of membership, and all the rights, immunities and benefits incident thereto 

We are a little curious to know what more suspension or expulsion could do. 
When a companion is deprived of membership, and “ all the rights, immunities, and 
benefits incident thereto/’ in our opinion he cornea precious near being expelled. 
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This is the most striking case of “ tweedle-dum and tweedle-dee '* that has ever come 
under our notice. 

The committee would not expel a man for refusing to pay his dues : oh, no ! that 
would be too harsh a proceeding : they would simply deprive him of all his Masonic 
rights and privileges. As the old Quaker said when the dog bit him, “ I will not kill 
thee, nor hurt thee, but I’ll give thee a bad name,” whereupon he shouted Mad Dog ! 
which soon brought the canine to grief. 

The committee say they are in full accotd and sympathy with the Grand High 
Priest in his censure of Masons, who, without any good reason, neglect to pay their 
dues; but they “ do not agree with him in his mode of puuishment:” he would 
expel the recreants ; they would simply deprive them of all rights and privileges as - 
Masons. We think the Grand High Priest must have smiled audibly when he read 
that report, and saw how strongly and decidedly the committee dissented from his 
views. 

The eighth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Washington, on the twen- 
tieth day of November, 1874 ; all the Grand Officers being present, and all the subor- 
dinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest, in a brief but comprehensive address, returns thanks to 
the “ Giver of every good and perfect gift.” for the blessings bestowed upon them 
during the year. He speaks encouraging words relative to the growth and prosperity 
of the Royal Craft in that jurisdiction, and the following extract shows a degree of 
prosperity and healthy progress which is truly gratifying 

Seven years have now elapsed since the first organization of this Grand Chapter, 
and yet to-day, (although our progress was seriously retarded for more than a year,) 
it numbers as its constituents, eight subordinate Chapters, with a membership of 
1099. 

When we remember the small territory to which wo are restricted, we some- 
times wonder at our success, and the rapid strides Royal Arch Masonry has made in 
our midst since this Grand Body was first organized. Men of character and intelli- 
gence from the various walks of life have taken position in our ranks, and become 
zealous co-workers with us. 

He had inaugurated the system of visitations to the subordinate Chapters, and 
upon each visit an address was delivered by some companion deputed for that pur- 
pose. A most excellent custom, the good effect of which will soon become apparent 
if continued. He reports that he had not been called upon to make any decisions, 
and that only one or two special dispensations in matters of minor importance had 
been granted. He congratulates the Grand Chapter upon the fact that it is free from 
debt, and has a small balance in the treasury, and we rejoice with them in their 
prosperity. 

In the following recommendation we most heartily concur. Substantially the 
same rule is enforced in this jurisdiction, and has had the effect which the Grand 
High Priest predicts for it there : — 

Companions. I have but one recommendation to make to you at this time, and 
that is an amendment to our Constitution, by inserting the word “ Affiliated” before 
the words 44 Master Masons,” in the fourth line of Sec. 3 of Art. XXII. By the adop- 
tion cf this amendment, our Chapters will be restric ted to receiving petitions for the 
degrees from such only as are Affiliated Master Masons, in good and regular standing 
in a Lodge. This amendment will, I trust, be submitted at our present Convocation, 
so tha 4 it can be acted upon at the Semi-Annual Convocation in May, 1875. Believ- 
ing. a* I do, that requiring this additional qualification of the brethren who may 
apply to our Chapters for the degrees, will do much towards reducing the number of 
unaffiliated Master Masons in our jurisdiction, is my reason for calling your attention 
to the matter at this time, and I trust it will receive your approval. 

At ;he last Annual Convocation a committee was appointed to ascertain whether 
Chapters were working in that jurisdiction under charters derived from the Grand 
Chapters of England and Scotland. Comp. Maokey. a member of the committee, 
reported that, to his positive knowledge, no such Chapters existed. 
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The Committee on Jurisprudence asked further time to consider the resolution 
presented by the Committee on the Grand High Priest’s Address, at the Semi-annual 
Convocation, relative to companions suspended or expelled by their Lodges, and 
afterwards reinstated by their Lodges or the Grand Lodge. Which request was 
granted. 

Our own Committee on Jurisprudence took a year to consider the same question, 
and finally reported the following resolution, which was adopted 

“Resolved, That the restoration to good standing by a Lodge, of any companion 
who has been suspended by it for any cause, and where no action has been bad in 
his case directly by the Chapter, restores him to good standing in the Chapter.” 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the genial pen of Comp. Edwin B. 
MacGbotty, and well repays the perusal. He reviews, in a pleasant and instructive 
manner, the transactions of thirty Grand Chapters, some of them for two and even 
three years. California for 1874 receives a kindly and courteous notice. He speaks 
of the Address of Grand High Priest Davies as an “ admirable document,” and 
compliments the writer in language which modesty forbids him to quote. He thinks 
our remarks upon the ode, as sung before the Grand Chapter of Canada by represen- 
tatives of a Chapter under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of the District of 
Columbia, were severe, but acknowledges that some of the stanzas do “ savor a little 
of toadyism.” We concur. 

Comp. MacGbotty loses nothing in our estimation by the following announce- 
ment 

Being what is commonly called a ” pioneer ” of that golden State, having passed 
ten years of our life, from 1849 to 1850, upon its shores, we take a great interest in 
everything relating to California, and more especially Masonic matters transpiring 
there, and we can well appreciate the good opinion of the brethren and companions 
of what was once our adopted home. 

How the heart of an old California pioneer warms towards a brother ! We shake 
your hand (metaphorically) across the continent, Comp. MacGbotty, and trust we 
may yet see you in the flesh. We, too, are of the “ forty-niners,” and have never yet 
been sufficiently tired of California to leave it. He is equally bothered with ourself, 
relative to the Illinois resolution concerning the Mark. Will Comp. Miles please 
explain it ? 

With reference to the controversy upon the subject of the Tetragrammaton, ho has 
the following : — 

What is it? Pass it along. 

In his review' of the proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maine, Comp. Wiooin 
quotes the letter of Comp. Bland, Grand Chaplain. Ac., Grand Chapter of Massachu- 
setts, in relation to the G. O. W. ; also the action of the Grand Chapter in reference 
to the change made by the G. G. Chapter, and remarks : “ That it is openly charged 
by some of our brother reporters that Comp. Pike had a sinister motive in making 
the statement to the G. G. Chapter, which induced that body to make the change. 
We can assure Comp. Wiooin that no companion knowing 111. Clomp. Pike would 
ever think of making such a charge against him. For singleness of mind, purity of 
heart, earnestness in battling for what he knows to be right, unbounded zeal in the 
cause of Masonry, profound study in all that relates to its symbolism and symbols, 
his equal is not to be found in the ranks of Masonry in the world We fear that 111. 
Comp. Pike will not be appreciated as he should be in the Masonic world until le has 
pissed from among us within the veils of the Tabernacle on High. We would refer 
Comp. Wiggin to an exhaustive research into the meaning and derivation nf the 
G. O. W., written by 111. Comp. Pike, entitled the Holy Triad, before he passe* judg- 
ment upon our learned companion. 

“ Who shall decide when doctors disagree ? ” We do not pretend to pass judgment 
in this matter. The study of Hebrew was unfortunately omitted from the curriculum 
of the pine board school-house where we graduated ; even Greek is somewhtt diffi- 
cult for us to translate owing to lack of practice ; and as for wading tliroigh the 
“ Holy Triad,” we will accept any solution of the difficulty rather than tiy that* 
We do rot doubt that Comp. Pike is all right, but there is a man away down in Mis- 
souri who does not think so. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected, and Comp. 
MacGbotty was continued as chairman of the Committee on Correspondence. 
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FLORIDA. 

Last year we missed from oar annual love feast our sister Florida, and much we 
regretted her absence ; for when we sit down to these literary banquets, it rejoices 
our heart to have all the family present. 

The transactions of 1872 and 1873 come to us in one pamphlet, and although the 
matter contained therein has a cq aired a flavor somewhat ancient, yet it has not 
depreciated in interest or value by age, bat, like old wine, has acquired body and 
purity by keeping. 

The twenty-sixth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Tallahassee on the 
eighteenth of June, 1872. The Grand High Priest, Comp. De Witt C. Dawkins, 
delivered an able and eloquent address, from which we extract the following: — 

Here, within the sacred sanctuary of Holy Royal Arch Masonry, every thing that 
tends to vice or immorality is denounced, while universal approbation attends the 
cultivation and promotion of every commendable virtue. Here indolence and ignor- 
ance are alike discouraged, while zeal and fidelity in every good act and purpose are 
rewarded by the cheerful approbation of every true companion. Here the bicker- 
ings, contentions, hypocrisies, deceits, envies, jealousies, abominations, and mock- 
eries of a wicked world are sought to be excluded, while the inmates, joined heart 
and hand, are bound to each other by multiplied cords of moral covenant, infinitely 
stronger than can be made of any material substance, for the promotion of eacn 
other’s welfare, and for the moral, social, and intellectual advancement of their fellow 
beings. And it is here that the mind, trained and educated by most msyterious sym- 
bols, legends and allegories, can the better view man traveling through the rough and 
nigged paths of life to that exalted station, whence he can more clearly look beyond 
the verge of time and behold the most sacred Tabernacle, reared by Omniscient 
design, and Omnipotent power upon the Golden Hills of Eternity, and upon which 
time and seasons can produce no decay. 

A beautiful picture of what Royal Arch Masonry ought to be, but alas 1 we fear 
that most of us fall far short of the ideal thus glowingly portrayed. 


The twenty-seventh Annual Convocation was held in the city of Jacksonville, on 
the eleventh day of February, 1878,— the M.\ E.\ William Mobbill, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ De Witt C. Dawkins acting as Grand Secretary. 
Twelve subordinate Chapters were represented, 

In his address the Grand High Priest says 

On this occasion, my companions, I congratulate you upon the fullness of repre- 
sentation— the .manifestation of earnest zeal for the prosperity of the Royal Craft — 
together with the satisfactory returns made by the constituent Chapters, showing a 
healthy and improved condition over the returns of last year. Although no new 
Chapters have Seen formed, the resuscitation of some of tne old Chapters, gives us 
promise of returning prosperity, by far more desirable than the erection of new ones. 
During the last twelve years there have been serious causes for reducing our Chap- 
ters to a low condition. We have been traveling the rough and rugged paths of in- 
ternecine war and reconstruction ; each of which have been equally destructive to the 
prosperity, peace, and happiness of our people. Under these disastrous circum- 
stances, many have fainted by the wayside, and those who have emerged from the 
ruin have been compelled to begin tneir sacred edifice anew. Notwithstanding all 
this, my companions, let us take fresh courage from the trials of the past. A brighter 
era is before us— the rugged paths behind. Then let us redouble our exertions to 
rebuild our ruined temple, and restore the Grand Chapter to the high prestige she 
once so honorably wore. 

We sincerely hope that the “rugged paths” are indeed behind, and a bright 
future in store for our companions of the flowery land. They have passed through 
the fiery furnace and have come forth like refined gold. May peace and prosperity 
rest upon their altars. 

Comp. Thomas A. Cabbl t th again presents the Report on Correspondence, and 
although somewhat brief— only seventeen Grand Chapters being noticed— it is an 
excellent report, what there is of it. We presume that the change in the time of 
holding the Annual Convocations from June to February prevented him from receiv- 
ing the proceedings of many of the Grand Chapters in time for review. California 
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for 1872 receives courteous and fraternal notice. He quotes approvingly from our 
report of that year, and thanks us for sustaining him in his views on temperance. 
He will ever find us ready to fight with him shoulder to shoulder in that cause. 

We find in the concluding remarks of Comp. Carbuth, another explanation of 
the brevity of his report. He says : — 

We have now completed our fourth Report on Foreign Correspondence. The 
first two were prepared under very discouraging circumstances, as were then stated, 
yet they were kindly received and commented on. The third we prepared with great 
care, at a time when no adverse circumstances were operating against us. and we 
presume, in our zeal for the cause, we made it too voluminous, but we could not help 
it ; and when some companions at the Convocation of the Grand Chapter, demanded 
that it should be cut down, we did not know where to begin to do this, as to have 
omitted any part would, in our judgment, have destroyed the symmetry of the whole. 
Since we have found, however, that this long report lias been the cause or the inabil- 
ity to publish the proceedings, we have earnestly wished it had been withdrawn alto- 
gether. 

We have, however, crushed down any feelings we have had. and have done the 
best we could with this, and now tender it to you in the spirit of a true Royal Arch 
Mason. If you receive it, well. If you publish it, well. If neither, it is still well, so 
far as we are concerned. 

Now we submit that this is positively aggravating. 

We read the first and second report with a great deal of pleasure, made due allow- 
ance for the adverse circumstances under which they were written, and wondered, if 
Comp. Cahhuth could write such reports under conditions so discouraging, what he 
would do if he had a good chance. And now he tells us he has had on opportunity 
to extend himself without meeting with the pressure of an adverse circumstance; that 
he has availed himself of that opportunity, and yet we are deprived of the fruits of 
his labors— for the weight of his report caused the treasury to collapse ; and thus the 
Masonic world has lost what we doubt not would have been a literary treasure. 

The following from the Address of the Grand High Priest wo indorse as sound 
doctrine : — 

I desire to call the attention of the Grand Chapter to Rule 2, page 12, proceedings 
1860, adopted unanimously , viz.: — 

Ride 2. Resolved by tne Grand Chanter of Florida, that no Chapter within this 
jurisdiction shall receive the petition of a Master Mason for advancement in the 
Chapter degrees, who is not a regular member of some Lodge and in good standing, 
and who has paid all dues against him, and made suitable proficiency in the preceding 
degrees, of which he shall produce satisfactory evidence from the Secretary of the 
Lodge of which he is a memoer, before he is balloted for. 

I am not prepared to say that thi* is not a wise and salutary rule, (I fear too little 
heeded.) but leaves the subject only half elucidated. It does not declare, that having 
been exalted to the sublime degree of a Royal Arch Mason, to preserve his member- 
ship in the Chapter, ho must retain liis membership and good standing in a Symbolic 
Lodge— or that a Mason Master dimitted in good standing shall not be affiliated in a 
Royal Arch Chapter, although the inference is clearly in the affirmative. That sus- 
pension or expulsion for cause in a Symbolic Lodge works suspension or expulsion 
in the Chapter, admits of no reasonable doubt, as the Royal Arch Chapter does not 
possess any supervising power over the action of a Symbolic Lodge, ana no Masonic 
intercourse can bo held with an expelled or suspend ed Mason. The capitular degrees 
being based upon that of a Master Mason in good standing, he must produce that evi- 
dence before exaltation, and must retain that standing to preserve his membership 
in the Chapter. Every High Priest has it in charge to see that none be exalted to 
the sublime degree of Royal Arch Masons except those who are Master MasonB in good 
standing, and are fully qualified, agreeable to nis oath of office, and the requirements 
of the installing ceremony, which he is bound to respect as unalterable law. The 
fact of a Master Mason petitioning for advancement gives him no more claim to 
exaltation, than the profane may have to initiation. He is simply a qualified candi- 
date, who must stand the test of the ballot, as to his qualifications and fitness to 
work on the rebuilding of that second Temple upon whicn we labor. 

The AT.*. E.\ Michael Bowes was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
DeWitt C. Dawkins was elected Grand Secretary. 
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The twenty-eighth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Jacksonville on 
the twelfth day of January, 1$74,— the Jtf.\ E.\ Michael Bowes, Grand High 
Priest, presiding, the i?.\ E.\ DeWitt C. Dawkins being Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is very brief, and confined solely to mat- 
ters of local interest. He calls attention to the unsatisfactory condition of the 
finances of the Grand Chapter, and recommends that steps be at once taken to 
improve it. He announces the decease of Past Deputy Grand High Priest Charles 
Slageu, and Past Grand Treasurer T. P. Tatum, and pays a fraternal tribute to 
their memory. 

Comp. John S. Dioos presents a brief but interesting Report on Correpondence, 
in which he reviews the transactions of twenty-five Grand Chapters, California 
receiving fraternal notice. He is pleased to compliment our report for 1873, for 
which we return thanks. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Jacksonville. 

GEORGIA. 

Tue Grand Chapter of Georgia assembled in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Macon, on the twenty-ninth day of April, 1874,— the M.\ E. m . George W. Adams, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the /?.*. E.\ J. Emmett Blackshear being Grand Sec. 
retary. Forty-two subordinate Chapters were^represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is brief and confined to matters of purely 
local interest. Business engagements had prevented him from paying official visits 
to the subordinate Chapters, but he hints that, had this difficulty not existed, the 
state of finances of the Grand Chapter would not have admitted of any extended 
system of visitations. We hope our companions of Georgia may soon be relieved 
from their financial embarrassment, not only that they may be enabled to indulge in 
the pleasure and profit of visitations from their Grand Officers, but that they may 
once more favor ns with Reports on Correspondence as in days of yore. 

One dispensation was granted for the formation of a new Chapter. The Grand 
High Priest reports that changing the place of holding the Annual Convocation from 
Augusta to Macon will save in mileage the considerable sum of $1100, annually, and 
we Bliould judge the financial prospect of our sister jurisdiction to be a hopeful one, 
for he says 

By the practice of rigid economv in our appropriations for two years, and con- 
tinuing annual sessions, we will be out of debt. But [should you adopt the amend- 
ment now before you for biennial sessions, and continue the collection of the same 
annual dues as now, there would bo in the treasury at close of the session of 1876, 
after paying all expenses, of say $2500, surplus. 

He expresses himself as opposed to accumulating a fund in the treasury larger 
than is required for present necessities, and plainly says that former funds have been 
“ frittered ” away. We are in favor of Grand Bodies accumulating a fund sufficiently 
large to insure the payment of current expenses from the accruing interest, and then 
abolish th^ assessments on subordinates. He calls the attention of the Grand Chap- 
ter to the propriety of fully considering and determining their relation to the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter ; but no action was taken relative thereto. 

The proposition to hold biennial Convocations was defeated. The Committee on 
Finances report a balance in the Treasury of $1519 06. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, and no committee was appointed to pre- 
pare one. 

The 3/.*. E.\ Lutheb J. Glenn was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E .‘ . 
J. Emmett Blackshear was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: Macon. 

ILLINOIS. 

The Grand Chapter of Illinois held its twenty-fourth Annual’ Convocation in the 
city of Chicago, commencing on the thirtieth day of October, 1873 — the Jf.\ E.\ Aba 
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W. Blakesley, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ James H. Miles being 
Grand Secretary. One hundred and fifteen subordinate Chapters were represented 
at the opening. 

The pamphlet containing the proceedings is a model of neatness and typographical 
excellence, and reflects credit upon Comp. Miles, the Grand Secretary, whose 
engraved likeness beams upon us in the frontispiece. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a business-like paper, strictly confined to 
the recital of his official acts. The following speaks well for the prosperity of the 
Craft in that jurisdiction : — 

The history of this Grand Chapter, from its organization, April 9, 1850, to the 
present time, shows a continued and steady progress. From tne little number of 
six Chapters, which first organized the Grand Chapter of this State, we have steadily 
advanced to 154. At the organization in 1850, we numbered about 240 members, at 
our last Convocation we numbered 9378— showing an annual increase of 380 mem- 
bers. Still the work goes nobly on. New r blocks are added annually, and the temple 
rises in steady and uninterrupted harmony. 

Five dispensations had been issued during the year, for the formation of new 
Chapters, and all were reported to be in a healthy condition. 

Quite a number of decisions were reported, all which, according to our ideas, wrere 
in accordance with Masonic law and usage, and were confirmed by tne Grand 
Chapter. 

He recommends the adoption of a uniform code of by-law s, for the government of 
the subordinate Chapters, a measure long since adopted in this jurisdiction with grat- 
ifying results. 

Representatives were appointed near the Grand Chapters of South Carolina, Nova 
Scotia, Vermont, Indiana, Ohio, Kansas, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut; and were 
received and accredited from Connecticut and Iowa, Ohio and Vermont. 

The only business before the Committee on Grievances was a petition for the 
restoration of two companions who had been expelled for disobedience of a summons 
and non-payment of dues. The petitioners were made happy, by a restoration to all 
their rights and privileges, and we presume have acquired wisdom from the lesson 
they have received. When the Committee on Grievances enjoy a sinecure, it is satis- 
factory evidence that the white-winged angel of peace and harmony sits enthroned 
upon the altar. Six charters were granted for the perpetuation of Chapters under 
dispensation. 

The thanks of the Grand Chapter were tendered to the retiring Grand High Priest 
for the able manner in which he had discharged his duties, and the Grand Secretary 
was instructed to procure and present to him a Past Grand High Priest’s jewel as a 
token of their appreciation of his services. An excellent Report on Correspondence 
is presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. James H. Miles, in which he reviews 
with candor and courtesy the transactions of thirty-three Grand Chapters, noticing 
all matters of general interest to the Craft. 

We Bhould be better pleased if Comp. Miles would give us more of his own ideas 
upon the doings of is neighbors ; he his liberal in quotations, but chary of his com. 
merits. We like to know, not only what our companions of other jurisdictions are 
doing, but what our brother reporters think about it 

There are one hundred and fifty -four Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggre- 
gate membership of 9411. 

The M.\ E.\ George E. Lounsbury was elected Grand High Priest, and the 
22.*. E.\ James H. Miles was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Chicago. 


The Grand Chapter of Illinois held its twenty-fifth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Chicago on the twenty-ninth day of October 1874,— the M. m . E.\ George E. 
Lounsbury Grand High Priest presiding, the JZ.\ E.\ James H. Miles being Grand 
Secretary. All the Grand Officers were present and one hundred and thirty-three 
subordinate Chapters were represented. 
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Prom the Address of the Grand High Priest we infer that the Royal Craft in that 
jurisdiction have lost none of their wonted zeal, and that peace and prosperity abide 
with them. Five dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters. 

But three decisions were reported as follows: — 

First — That a non-affiliated M. M., having received the degrees in a Chapter, is 
eligible to the office of H. P. 

Second - That a R. A. Mason, under sentence of suspension or expulsion in the 
Blue Lodge, having taken an appeal, remains suspended or expelled in the Chapter 
until action is had upon his appeal by the Grand Lodge, his status in Chapter being 
same as in Lodge. 

Third — Tbrat the Tyler of a Chapter has a right to vote. 

All right except number one ; that would not hold water in this jurisdiction, but 
perhaps the law in Illinois is different from our iron-clad California law, which 
requires all Royal Arch Masons to be members of, or contributors to, some Lodge. 
Of the third decision the Grand High Priest says : — 

In making this Hist decision I was aware that I was deciding adversely to the 
decisions of eminent Masons of our State ; and although I entertained but little 
doubt on the subject, still, before making the decision, I consulted with some of the 
best Masonic jurists in the United States, and as they concurred with me in the opin- 
ion that the acceptance of an office or position in any Masonic body could not act as 
a disfranchisement, I felt fully authorized in so deciding. 

We cannot for the life of us understand why the Tyler, being a member of the 
Chapter, should, more than any other officer, be disfranchised. 

The following remarks on hasty legislation we fully endorse ; they will apply to 
other localities than Illinois : — 

I desire to make a suggestion in this connection relative to what I term too hasty 
legislation. We have been too apt to meet here, and in the almost universal desire 
to expedite business, too little time is given to the consideration of questions that 
edme before us ; and our past records will show that some of my predecessors have 
been obliged to make decisions directly in the face of resolutions in force, which 
resolutions, upon a careful consideration, were show n to be clearly unconstitutional. 
Companions, “ what is worth doing is worth doing well.” If we meet here to legis- 
late for the Craft, let us Bee to it that our action be not too hasty. Let us give lull 
consideratiou to all motions or resolutions entertained, and not place ourselves in 
the mortifying position of having to reverse at one session of our Grand Body that 
which by hasty action and undue reflection has been done at a former one. 

He announces the death of two distinguished members of the Grand Chapter, and 
eulogizes their character as men and Masons. He declares the position of Grand 
High Priest to be no sinecure, and when one hundred and sixty Chapters are to be 
superintended, we are prepared to agree with him. 

Representatives were accredited from the Grand Chapters of New Jersey, Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, and Vermont. 

The Grand Treasurer's report shows a balance of cash on hand of $825 37. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of the Grand Secretary, 
Comp. James H. Miles. He notices the transactions of thirty-nine Grand Chapters, 
and selects from their doings such portions as are of general interest to the Craft. 
He quotes approvingly from the Address of Comp. Davies, and from our report of 
1874. He contents himself generally with making judicious extracts from the 
Address of the several Grand High Priests, and Reports on Correspondence, leaving 
his readers to draw their own conclusions. 

From his report we learn that the following officers were elected in the General 
Grand Chapter, which convened in the city of Nashville, Tennessee, in November 
last. 


M. G. Comp. Elbert H. English, Arkansas 

M. E. Comp. John Fbizzel, Tennessee 

M. E. Comp. Bobert F. Bower, Iowa, 

M. E. Comp. Alfred F. Chapman, Massachusetts,. . . . 

M. E. Comp. John McClellan, Massachusetts, 

M. E. Comp. Christophbk G. Fox, New York 

M. E. Comp. Noble D. Labner, District of Columbia,. . 


. . G. G. High Priest. 

. ..Pep. G. G. H. Priest . 
...G. G. King. 

...G. G. Scrwe. 

...G. G. Treasurer. 

...G. G. Secretary. 

...Q. G. Cajpt. of Host. 
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The citj of Buffalo. N. Y.. wan selected, and the third Tuesday of August, 1877, as 
the time for the next Triennial Convocation. 

Among the General Regulations we notice the following : — 

16. Resolved, That the several Chapters in this State are prohibited from confer- 
ring any degrees upon non-affiliated Master Masons. — 1859. 

28. Resolved, That each subordinate Chapter within the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter, shall purge itself of intemperance and profanity ; and that it be the duty of 
this Grand Chapter to arrest the Charter of any Chapter failing to comply with this 
resolution. 

We hope, in view of the latter, that purgatives are plenty and cheap in our sister 
State. 

Number of Chapters, 160. Membership, 9739. 

M.'.Es. William A. J. Delancey was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\E. m . 
James H. 'Miles was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

The Grand Chapter of Indiana held its twenty-ninth Annual Convocation in the 
city of Indianapolis, on the twenty-first day of October, 1874,— the If.*. E.\ Alex- 
ander Thomas, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ John M. Bramwell 
being Grand Secretary. Seventy-eight chartered Chapters, and one under dispen- 
sation were represented at the opening. 

The Royal Craft appears to be in a flourishing condition in our sister State, and 
no discordant note mars the general harmony which everywhere prevails. 

From the Address of the Grand High Priest we extract the following: — 

Here let us strive more and more as we advance in Me, to raise the moral standard 
of our Order, until we can claim for it what its merits deserve : that there are none 
of its members who are not “moral and upright before God, and of good repute 
before the world.” 

Capitular Masonry never occupied a more exalted position than at the present 
time ; we hear good news from all quarters— from the East, the West, the North, and 
the South come tidings of prosperity and a high moral standard. 

Let us strive for the time when we can say. that the profane swearer, the gam- 
bler, the drunkard, and the man toko makes dntnkards , has no part or lot in the 
household of Masonry. 

To which we say. Amen ! 

The Grand High Priest decided that an objection made to a candidate after being 
elected to receive the degrees, held good until such objection was withdrawn, or the 
objecting companion ceased to be a member of the Chapter. He does not appear 
to be exactly satisfied with the decision for he says : — 

“This decision wub rendered in accordance with what I believed 4 to be the law, 
although not in exact accordance with my own views, neither could I make anything 
different in this particular case, from the fact that the objector was one of the com- 
mittee, and made a favorable report and voted accordingly, but decided on the gen- 
eral principle that all members must have and enjoy equal rights. 

The Comraitttee on Jurisprudence, to whom the decision was referred, reported as 
follows, which accords with our ideas and with the practice in this jurisdiction : — 

As a general rule, we think that an objection interposed after a clear ballot has 
been had is but a negative vote, and can have no more power or influence than the 
black ball, and upon the objection being made, the High Priest should have declared 
the applicant rejected. This would have placed him only back into the position he 
occupied before his petition was presented to the Chapter. Were we to place a differ- 
ent construction upon our laws, we think vast evil might ensue in consequence. A 
turbulent member might let the ballot pass, as in this case, even make a favorable 
report, as the committee to whom the petition had been referred, then interpose his 
objection, and thus preclude indefinitely the petioner from advancing further, or 
again petitioning that or any other Chapter for the degrees, however unworthy the 
objections might be. 

In this jurisdiction, unless the objection is withdrawn within sixty days, the appli- 
cant is declared rejected, and at the expiration of six months he may apply again for 
the degrees. We think the idea of the committee is sound, and we are glad to record 
that their report was concurred io. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1875.] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


475 


The Grand High Priest also decided that a companion, against whom charges were 
preferred in the bine Lodge, and who had been arraigned for trial, could not be 
granted a dimit until acquitted by the Lodge. We concnr. 

Representatives were appointed near the Grand Chapters of Illinois, Connecticut, 
and New Jersey. 

From the financial reports we find a balance in the Grand Treasury of $3412 58, 
which, together with surplus funds loaned, 15500, makes the total assets of the Grand 
Chapter, $8942 58. 

An interesting report npon the subject of physical qualifications was presented by 
the Committee on Jurisprudence, and, as this subject has caused much argument and 
ink-shed in this jurisdiction, we give the report entire for the benefit of our 
companions. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence report ; that at the last Communication 
of the Grand Chapter, there was referred to it the following question : “ Under the 
laws of the Grana Chapter, does the loss of the right foot render a brother Master 
Mason ineligible to receive the Chapter Degrees? ” The Committee not then having 
time to examine the law with that care the importance of the question seemed to 
require, was granted until the present Communication to give an answer. 

Why the term ** right foot ” is used instead of the left, is not very clear, for if the 
left has any particular duties to perform, it would be difficult to perform them with- 
out the aid of the right, or if the right could be artificially supplied, with equal pro- 
priety might the left, or indeed, both ; and, if both, so might the right and left arm. 
How much of an artificial candidate might be used, upon which to confer the degrees, 
is unnecessary to discuss, being of the opinion that the natural man is not only the 
best, but the only subject upon which to confer the degrees of Masonry. 

Was the question, whether the degree of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, or 
Master Mason could be conferred upon one who had lost either the right or left foot, 
we think there would be but little hesitation among the. well informed in answering 
in the negative. It may then be important to ascertain whether the Royal Arch is a 
part of Ancient Craft Masonry, and also whether anciently, the three first degrees 
contained all of Ancient Craft Masonry, for if they did it would doubtless require the 
same perfection morally, mentally and phyBicially to receive any part of it, no matter 
how much dissevered or divided. Whatever perfection was necessary to obtain it, when 
consisting of three degrees only, would be no less necessary, regardless of the number 
of degrees into which it might be divided. If it require certain qualifications to enjoy 
the privileges and perform the duties of the first degree, it certainly will require an 
equal, if not greater, perfection to enjoy the privileges and perform the duties when 
those enjoyments and duties are greatly increased ; so that if there is greater privi- 
leges and duties (and there doubtless is) in the Royal Arch than in the Master Mason’s 
degree, there certainly should be no less ability ; or, if the Master’s Degree ever con- 
tained the essential and distinguishing feature of the Royal Arch, the qualifications to 
receive it should be no less in the seventh degree thau in the third. 

A learned Masonic writer (Dr. Mackey), says that the essential character of the 
Royal Arch degree, is the true word , which Dr. Oliver in his history of the lioyal 
Arch, says be found in a Master Mason’s tracing board, of the date of 1725. Our 
traditions teach us that the Muster Mason had that word, and he certainly had, or he 
never could have lost it. Dr. Oliver, who has given us more Masonic history than 
any other author, says that the word had not at that time been severed from the third 
degree and transferred to another, and that the Royal Arch had not then been 
fabricated. 

Dr. Anderson is taken by all subsequent Masonic writers as the foundation or 
starting point for written Masonic history. In the lecture of the third degree, as pre- 
pared by him and DKSAGULKKBd, it is said “ that which was loBt is now found,” which 
Dr. Oliver construes to mean that the Master Mason's word was delivered to the 
newly raised Mason in the latter ceremonies of the third degree. 

Dr. Mackey says; "The result of our investigations, ia which we have mainly 
relied on the authority of the learned Oliver, is that, until the year 1740, the essen- 
tial element of the Royal Arch constituted a component part of the Master’s degree, 
and was of course its concluding portion; that as a degree, it was not at all recog- 
nized, being but the complement of one : that about that time it was dissevered from 
its original connection, and elevated to the position, and invested with the form of a 
distinct degree, by the body which called itself ‘ the Grand Lodge of England accord- 
ing to the old constitution,’ but which is more familiarly known as the Dermot or the 
Athol Grand Lodge, and frequently as the Ancients.’ ” 

Now, if it be true that the “ essential character ” of the Royal Arch was origin- 
ally a part of the Master Mason’s degree, it would seem to necessarily follow that 
the qualifications to receive should be the same, regardless of the number of the 
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degree in which it is received. But as there is some diversity of opinion on that 
point, we will refer to the action of some of the Grand Bodies bearing on the ques- 
tion of physical qualifications. We have not been able to find any opinion expressed 
upon the question directly before us, that is, as to the loss of the " right foot.” 

The Grand Chapter of Ohio, in 1849, adopted the following: 

“ Resolved , That it is improper and contrary to the well established rules and reg- 
ulations governing Royal Arch Masonry, to confer the degrees over which a Royal 
Arch Chapter has jurisdiction, upon one who is not of hale and entire limbs. ” 

This resolution was the result of an application to confer the degrees upon one I 

who had lost the right arm. | 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of Missouri, in 
1851, uses this language : “ We consider the original rnle that the candidate shall be 
of ‘ hale and entire limbs, as a man ought to be,’ can not be changed or modified by 
any changes which may have been introduced by reason of the more modern specula- 
tive character of Masonry.” 

The Grand Chapter of New York, in 1852, adopted the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That we do not believe that Chapters have a right to confer the de- j 

grees upon Master Masons who have lost an arm, or who are under disability cither 
to receive the degrees in Masonry, impart them, or be recognized as a regularly made 
companion.” 

In 1850, the General Grand Chapter of the United States appointed a Committee 
consisting of Comps. Philip Tucker, jScott J. Tallman, and William T. Gould, to 
report on the physical qualifications of candidates, at its next triennial meeting, which 
was held at Lexington, in Kentucky, in September, 1853. The committee after a 
pretty thorough examination of the Bubject, as is shown by the report, failed to offer 
anything definite for action, but Companion Ti cker offered this resolution : 

“ Resolved , That it is competent and Masonically lawful for Royal Arch Chapters 
to confer the respective degrees of Masonry within ’their jurisdictions upon all candi- 
dates whose defects of bodily qualificalions are not such as to prevent them from con- i 

forming literally to what such degrees respectively required, if in other respects qual- 
ified. ” 

Companion Mackey moved to amend by striking out all after the word resolved 
and insert “that no Royal Arch Chapter should take a candidate unless he i3 a perfect 
man, having no main or defect in his body that may render him incapable of learning 
the art.” Companion Gilman moved to amend the amendment by striking out all 
after the word “ that" and insert “ it is incompetent for Royal Arch Chapters to con- 
fer the respective degrees of Masonry upon candidates whose physical defects are 
such as to prevent them from conforming literally to all the requirements of those de- 
grees.” The amendment to the amendment was adopted. 

In 1863, the Grand Chapter of New York, in accordance with the resolution it had 
adopted in 1852, as above quoted, decided that a Master Mason who had lost his left 
arm after being a Master Mason could not be made a Royal Arch Mason. 

In 1861, the Committee on Juri-prudencc of this Grand Chapter, made a report on 
the question of physical qualifications, in which it used the following language : 

“ Your committee would suggest that a brother who had lost his left arm could not 
comply literally with the ceremonies of either of the degrees, not only in one. but in 
many particulars.” And further, “ your committee further believe that it is best to 
adhere strictly to the old ‘ landmarks ’—that all applicants for the privileges of 
Masonry must be perfect, 'having no maim or defect in his body that may render him 
incapable of learning the art.’ ” The report, after fall discussion, was adopted by the 
Grand Chapter, by a majority of ninety-nine out of one hundred and fifteen. 

In the Grand Chapter of Connecticut, in 1852, a committee reported in favor of 
leaviug the decision of the qualifications of the candidate to the Chapter to which 
application was made for the degrees, but what action the Grand Chapter took upon 
the report, we are not advised. The same year this Grand Chapter adopted a resolu- 
tion leaving the question to the judgment of the subordinate Chapter; such legisla- 
tion being productive of Buch a diversity of decisions and confusioq of practice, as to 
be of very doubtful propriety, to say the least of it. 

By a close examination of the fourth of the old charges, we may not only learn < 

what are the qualifications necessary to receive the degrees, but also the reasons for 
the law, the principal one of which is, that all Masons should be on a level, equally 
eligible and able to fill all offices. A man with but one foot or one hand, or who 
could not sec or could not hear, could never fill any office, because he could not 
either truly learn or teach the rituals. The law don’t leave us barely to infer that 
these are the reasons of its wording, but it plainly sets forth the fact by adding, "that 
so when otherwise qualified, he may arrive to the honor of being the Warden, and 
then the Master of the Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand Master of 
all the Lodge?, according to merit.” 

There is, perhaps, no principle in Masonry better settled or more universally 
admitted than that those who seek admission must be free from any maim or defect 
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that would render him incapable of learning and teaching the Royal Art; but what 
is such a maim or defect is not so well settled as to prevent differences of opinion, 
and upon which there is less unanimity than there is upon the point that he must be 
capable. 

While Masonry was more operative than speculative there was less difficulty in 
deciding the question. While it was more operative, many of its important land- 
marks were adopted and upon which speculative Maonry was constructed. These 
landmarks are unchangeable. If we may change one we may change another and 
another, until all might be removed, If we may change the physical, why not the 
moral and mental ; why not take the youth in his non-age, the aged in dotage, the 
atheist, the irreligious libertine, the madman, the idiot? yea, why not accept the 
mother and sister, the wife and daughter ? These must all submit to the unchangeable 
laws of the institution. If it is only the mental and moral qualifications that recom- 
mends the applicant, the “ better half” of our race is eminently qualified for admis- 
sion ; but the laws forbid, and they submit without a murmur. Many who have lost 
an arm or a foot may be both morally and mentally qualified, but not physically, and 
why should they not also submit? It is their misfortune, not the fault of the law. The 
sightless and speechless may be endowed with the highest intellectual qualifications, 
but the law forbids their admission, and we have no more right to now change the 
law, than we have power to restore the sight or the hearing. Let ns not remove the 
landmarks our fathers have set The weight of authority is largely against the admis- 
sion of the maimed, and the Committee are of the opinion that the loss of any limb 
necessary to learn and teach the art is such a defect that renders an applicant disqual- 
ified to receive any of the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry, and that the loss of a 
foot, whether the right or the left, is such a defect as to render the applicant disqual- 

We offer for adoption the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved, That the loss of an arm or a foot renders an applicant disqualified to 
receive any of the degrees conferred in a Chapter of Royal Aren Masons.” 

Which report was concurred in and the resolution accompanying it was adopted. 

The Grand Chapter having hitherto termed its annual meetings Communications, 
resolved to change the term and hereafter to designate them as Annual Convocations, 
which we believe to be a change for the better. Convocation has some significance 
as applied to a meeting or gathering of persons for any purpose ; but we are at a loss 
to discover where Communication becomes applicable in such a sense, although such 
is the term used by our own Grand Lodge. 

It appears to be the custom in this jurisdiction for the Grand High Priest to write 
the Report on Correspondence, and Comp. Thomas has given us a specimen of his 
skill in this line which proves him to be a master of the art, and compensates us for 
the failure on the part of his predecessor to report last year. He reviews in a pleas- 
ant and courteous manner the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters, selecting 
and judiciously commenting npon such matters as are of general interest to the Craft, 
and we are pleased to see that his ideas are generally in accordance with our own. 

There are in this admirable report, points which are tangible; something to 
grasp, to reflect upon, and write about; the writer does not, as is too frequently the 
case with Masonic reporters, content himself with simply telling us what others have 
done, but gives us his own ideas touching the propriety and legality of the transactions 
which come under his notice. It is such a report as we are willing to sit up until the 
" wee small hours ” to read and digest, and we would be delighted to welcome Comp. 
Thomas as a permanent member of the M. A. 8. California for 1874, receives cour- 
teous notice at his hands. He compliments us for giving the names of the officers 
and members of our Chapters in fall, which compliment we cannot appropriate, as 
in doing so we are simply complying with a regulation of the Grand Chapter, one 
however which we consider an excellent one, and would be glad to see it generally 
adopted. In his review of Connecticut he says the following on the Representative 
system : — 

The practice of appointing Representatives of Grand Chapters near other Grand 
Chapters having become very general, and believing it woulu not be attended with 
evil consequences, the Grand High Priest indulged in the pastime, to the extent of 
ten, Indiana included. 
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The greatest desire on this subject now is to find something for these Grand 
Representatives to do — something whereby they may be found useful as well as orna- 
mental. However, let us not discourage the custom. This is an age of progress, 
and there is no telling but that in the course of time they may be a necessity, and 
then the practice commenced as a compliment to some individual, may become a 

S eat blessing to the craft. Watch and wait and hope for something to turn np; 
ere certainly should something good come of it. 

Would it not be a good plan for the Grand Representatives to hold a national con- 
vention at some centra! point, say Cincinnati, Louisville, or St. Louis, at no distant day, 
and when their combined notions on the subject are all got together, some plan may 
be selected and a regular system adopted and the duties plainly defined ; then some 
good might result ; until then, wait* 


The custom of appointing representatives near other Grand Chapters is rapidly 
gaining ground ; even old Massachusetts has given in at last and acknowledged the 
system. We have hopes of Indiana yet, and do not despair of welcoming, at no dis- 
tant day, a representative of that Grand Chapter, near the Grand Chapter of Cali- 
fornia. 

From the statistical table we learn that there are eighty-six subordinate Chapters 
upon the registry, with an aggregate membership of 4667, being an increase of 235 
over last year. 

The M.\ E.\ Geobob H. Fish was elected Grand High Priest, and the J?.\ E,\ 
John M. Bramwbll was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Indianapolis. 


IOWA. 

The Grand Chapter of Iowa held its twenty-first Annual Convocation in Dubuque, 
commencing on the twentieth day of October, 1874,— the Mr, K\ Robert F. Bowes, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the Rr, E\ William B. Langeidge being Grand 
Secretary. Thirty-six chartered Chapters and seven under dispensation were rep- 
resented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is an able and interesting paper. He seta 
forth his official acts in a clear and lucid manner ; and his decisions upon questions 
of law are generally in accordance with our own ideas. Usually Bower is right, 
and when the Right Bower is turned up we pass. We learn from the address that 
the Order has been “ eminently prosperous, and the companions zealous and untir- 
ing in propagating the Royal art.” 

The handsome sum of six hundred dollars was contributed for the relief of the 
companions who were suffering from the terrible pestilence in Tennessee, and the 
Grand High Priest is pleased to notice the alacrity and liberality with which Masons 
of our country respond to the appeals of their suffering brethren. 8ix dispensations 
were issued for the formation of new Chapters, which speaks weli for the growth 
of the Order in Iowa. Eighteen special dispensations were issued for sundry pur- 
poses, which does not speak so well. 

In our report of last year we noticed the fact that the High Priest of a Chapter 
under dispensation was suspended for intemperance. We are rejoiced to learn that 
the discipline in this case has proved salutary, and that the reformation of the com- 
panion is complete and satisfactory to the Grand High Priest, who warmly recom- 
mended his restoration, which was done. A few such examples will prove more 
efficacious in rooting out the vice of intemperance than all the lectures and writings 
which year after year are fulminated against it 

The jurisdictional rights of Iowa having been invaded by a subordinate Chapter 
of Missouri, upon complaint being made to the Grand High Priest of the latter juris- 
diction, prompt and ample satisfaction was rendered ; the offending Chapter was 
required to ap'oiogize and refund the fee, whioh was done. The Iowa Chapter, how- 
ever, magnanimously refused to accept the money, but returned it, stating that 44 it 
was not mercenary motives which governed them, but a desire to protect their 
jurisdiction from invasion.” The Grand High Priest very truly says : 44 The fraternal 
spirit evinced by the Mr, E\ Grand High Priest of Missouri is truly commendable 
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and folly appreciated, and if the same sentiments more generally prevailed, the 
spirit of Masonry would be more successfully carried out.” We note the following 
decisions, and, if we cannot agree with all of them, we hope to be forgiven. 

Decisions of the Grand High Priest : 

In reply to a query, whether after a brother had taken a Mark Masters degree, 
his advancement can be prevented by a companion objecting thereto, 1 answered 
that the law in the case is unequivocal and that the rule in our State is that a com- 
panion can objeot to the conferring of any of the degrees at sny time, and that the 
candidate cannot proceed any further until said companion withdraws his objection. 

In reply to the query, whether in case of a failure to elect, the High Priest holds 
over, I decided that the High Priest continued in office until his successor waB elected 
and installed, and that it was not necessary for him to be re-installed. 

To the query: “ A Master Mason in good standing who claims to have petitioned 
a Chapter of Koval Arch Masons in Missouri during the rebellion, was regularly 
elected, and received the Mark Master’s degree, but before he could go any further, 
said Chapter was broken up, its seal and records destroyed, and it has never been 
organized since : How is he to proceed to get the balance of the degrees ? ” l 
replied, if the Chapter was in operation it would be necessary to get their certificate 
of the above facts with their recommendation, and then the balance of the degrees 
could be conferred. In this case, however, the Chapter being defunct, and there 
being no evidenoe of the above facts, he must be treated simply as a Master Mason. He 
must send in his petition and let it take the regular course. Of course, if he could 
prove himself a Mark Master, you would have to recognize him as such, and treat him 
accordingly. 

To the query, whether a member of a Chapter can object to a candidate receiv- 
ing the degrees, or any of them, after he had been duly elected, without giving any 
reason, I replied, Yes. 

To the query, whether it was necessary to ballot for every degree, 1 replied, 
First, In my opinion, the ballot should always be spread for every degree ; but in 
our country the usage generally adopted is to ballot only once, and if not objected 
to, that answers for all the degrees. 

To the query : “ What time does a petitioner have to wait, before he can send in 
a new petition, in cases where he has been rejected for Chapter degrees?” I 
replied that our Grand Chapter Statutes and Regulations were silent upon that sub- 
ject, and I could not find any decision or ruling in our proceedings ; that the laws 
that govern Chapters are very meagre and that in the absence of any guide I would 
adopt the ruling of our Grand Lodge, which makes six months intervene before a 
new petition can be presented. 1 therefore decided that a candidate Bix months 
alter his rejection may present a new petition for the degrees. 

To a query as to whether it was necessary for a companion to sign the By-Laws 
of his Chapter, I replied that the law requires every member to sign the By-Laws, 
and that unless he does so he is not a member of the Chapter. 

The companions of Tabernacle Lodge, No. 52, at Waterloo, desired to meet in 
another Masonio hall in the same town but on the opposite side of the river, for the 
convenience of conferring the degrees upon some brothers who resided there, to 
which I gave my consent. 

In reply to a query as to the status of a companion suspended in a Lodge, I 
referred to the following resolution of the Grand Chapter 

“ That suspension or expulsion of a member from a symbolic Lodge ( he being a 
Royal Arch Mason) shall de facto operate as a suspension or expulsion from all the 
rights and privileges of a Royal Arch Mason.”— yrand Chapter Constitution, page 
24, II. 

The following question was submitted to me by DvJbuque Chapter, No. 3 : — 

“ A companion who was suspended from his [Du&ugue] Chapter, about eleven years 
ago, for non-payment of dues, now wishes to petition the Chapter for reinstatement. 
He is not affiliated with any Lodge, nor has he declared his intention to do so, but 
claims that the Chapter is bound to reinstate him, and then if he does not affiliate 
with a Lodge at the end of one year the Chapter can suspend him.” 

I replied : My opinion is that he has a right to be restored, and that upon his 
application and the payment of his arrears, the Chapter must proceed in the usual 
way to reinstate him. His neglect of duty afterwards is another consideration and 
must be treated accordingly. The Grand Chapter oannot pass an ex post facto law. 

A brother who received the first three degrees of a Chapter in Indiana, and after- 
wards removed to Iowa, desired to know how he could De exalted and become a 
member in this jurisdiction. I replied that the Chapter in Iowa could exalt him by 
the consent of the Chapter in Indiana, and then by signing the By-Laws of the Jowa 
Chapter he became a member thereof. 

The High Priest of Corinthian Chapter, No. 14, asked the following questions : 
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1st. “A brother, a member of a Lodge in Des Moines, applied for and was duly 
elected to receive the degrees in the Chapter, but before taking them, removed to 
Davenport and the Chapter there claimed him. Which has jurisdiction ? ” 

2d. “Is it necessary that every Royal Arch Mason in this jurisdiction shonld 
affiliate with some blue Lodge ? ” 

To which I replied : 

1st. That the Des Moines Chapter has jurisdiction, and that the Chapter at 
Davenport must not confer the degrees without their consent. 1 

2d. A general regulation of our Grand Chapter requires all Royal Arch Maaons 
in this jurisdiction to affiliate with some blue Lodge, and it becomes your doty to see 
that said regulation is carried into effect. [See pages 468 and 470, Proceedings , 

1872.] 

At a regular meeting of Iowa City Chapter No. 2, the first three officers not being 
present, there was no meeting, but the Secretary wrote in the record book as follows: 

“Regular meeting of Iowa City Chapter No. 2. Present:— [Then follows the 
names of several companions.] As neither of the chief officers were present, the 
Chapter did not open.” 

At the next regular meeting the Secretary read the above as the minutes of a (?) 
meeting. The High Priest ruled that the Secretary was not authorized to make any 
record whatever, but as some companions dissented from his decision, he wrote to 
me for mine. I replied that it is the duty of the Secretary to record the proceedings 
of every meeting ; but as there was no meeting of said Chapter, there was nothing 
to record, hence I ruled that what he did was out of order ana unauthorized. 

To the question as to what action should be taken by a Chapter relative to a 
member who was suspended in his Lodge, 1 replied : “The suspension of a brother 
in his Lodge, de facto suspends him from all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch 
Masonry ; and the High Priest (being convinced of the same) will cause it to be 
entered of record by your Secretary.” 

Being deprived of all his Masonic rights, the Chapter will of course return him as 
suspended. [ See Constitution of Grand Chapter , resolution II, page 24 ; also, report I 

of Committee, page 32.] i 

To the query, “ Is it necessary for a brother who, as Master of a Lodge, has the 1 

degree of Past Master conferred on him in a Lodge of Past Masters, to take the i 

degree of Past Master in a Royal Arch Chapter,” I replied, “ It is.” 

To the queries, 1st— “ Can a brother, whose residence is in Iowa, take the Capit- 
ular degrees in Missouri ? ” 

2d— “ Can a Chapter refase to permit a companion not a member, to visit them?” 

I replied : 

1st — “ That the brother’s residence being in Iowa, we have jurisdiction over him, 
and the Chapter in Missouri has no right to confer the degrees without our consent.” 

2d— “ That the right of a companion to visit a Chapter is merely an act of courtesy 
on the part of said Chapter, and that their High Priest has a perfect right to forbid 
him, if he chooses.” 

The question was asked me, “ Whether a brother, whose petition had been favor- 
ably acted on, but whose advancement was objected to by a member, which 
objection was recorded, could not again petition? ” 

To which I replied, “ That the brothers petition having been already acted on, it 
would be entirely inadmissible to receive another petition, and the only way to pro- 
ceed was, for the companion to withdraw his objection, and place the same on rec- 
ord, and then confer the decree. A companion has a perfect right to object without 
stating his reasons. His objection cannot be gainsaid, but must be respected until it 
is withdrawn.” 

The question was asked me, “ Whether an installed officer of a Chapter can resign 
and dimit?” 

To which I replied, “That any officer wishing to resign, can do so, except the 
High Priest. I believe that no installed officer should resign, unless for some good 
reason ; and there is no law to prevent any companion from dimitting that desires to. 

Of course the companions dimitting understand their status.” 

With the majority of these decisions we are in full accord ; but there is now and 
then one which we cannot fully indorse ; for instance, that if a companion does not 'l 

Bign the By-Laws, he is not a member of the Chapter. 

We agree with the Committee on Jurisprudence who reported as follows : — 

We think the requirement to sign the By-Laws simply directory. We think a 
legitimate child is actually the son of his mother, and a member of the family, 

« without his name being written in the bible, though the law may require it to be 
. written there. 

The Grand Chapter however, couldn’t see the point. They probably thought that, 
although the child was undoubtedly the son of his mother, the case might be open * 

to doubt as to the father— so the Right Bower took the trick. 
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Again, with reference to the companion who had been “ont in the cold” for eleven 
years, and now desired the broad mantle of the Chapter to be again thrown over 
him, without first getting nnder the blanket of the Lodge — the decision of the Grand 
High Priest may be right under the laws of Iowa, bat in this jurisdiction we should 
have decided that none but Master Masons in good standing can hold membership in 
a Royal Arch Chapter. A brother who has remained non-affiliated for a period of 
eleven years, is not, nnder our laws, a Master Mason in good standing, and therefore 
no Masonic communication can be held with him until he first places himself in good 
standing. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence pick np the Right Bower and “ play it alone,” 
in their report on the decision, as follows 

We hold this regulation '* requiring a companion to be a member of all the lower 
or subordinate Lodges,” to be a violation of the ancient regulations, and this Grand 
Chapter has no right to require it. It requires a purse qualification, instead of the 
ancient qualification of the head and heart, and makes the members of the higher 
degrees a set of nabobs instead of a band of brothers, who can best work and 
agree. 

It appears from the above that there is a regulation requiring Royal Arch Ma. 
sons to be members of Lodges; and in view of this just, proper, and common-sense 
regulation, we find it impossible to reconcile the decision of the Grand High Priest 
with either the letter or spirit of the law. As for the report of the Committee, we 
confess our surprise to find such doctrines promulgated over the signature of the 
distinguished Mason who occupies the position of chairman of the Committee on 
Jurisprudence. We would be pleased to see the “ ancient regulation ” that is vio- 
lated by requiring Masons to do their duty, and we have no sympathy with the 
“ nabobs” who would take their ease in the tabernacle, while their brethren are at 
work in the quarries. “ For even when we were with you, this w» commanded you, 
that if any would not work, neither should they eat.” This doctrine is as sound 
to*day as it was in the days of St. Paul, and as for the “ purse qualifications ” refer, 
red to by the Committee, we believe it to be the duty of every man— first, to provide 
for the necessaries of life, and then, if his purse will admit of it, he may indulge in 
the luxuries. 

The report of the committee was referred to the Committee on Codification of 
By-Laws, which committee, we trust, will retain the present regulation. The regu. 
lation requiring the High Priests of subordinate Chapters to pocket the charter and 
carry it home after every meeting, was very properly rescinded. We are of the 
opinion that the charter is much more likely to be burned in the bouse of the High 
Priest than in a hall where fire is seldom introduced. The following resolution is 
slightly ambiguous 

' Resolved, That the Grand High Priest and Grand Treasurer be appointed a com- 
mittee to see to the condition of the indebtedness of Companion of J. L. Chase, 
and if the present security be not sufficient, to require additional security or to col- 
lect the amount due forthwith, at their discretion. 

Who the companion of J. L. C. is, does not appear ; but we are sorry for Chase 
if the condition of the aforesaid companion's indebtedness is not satisfactory. 

We notice, with fear and trembling, that Comps. Guilbert, Lcsij, and Law were 
appointed as a Committee on Correspondence. We once got fearfully scarified by 
the reporter for Iowa, for perpetrating a joke upon Comp. GuiLBERT,and our wounds 
were scarcely healed by the emollient qualities of Comp. Pakvin’s report, when 
this announcement sets us in a fever of trepidation. We pray Guilbert to be mer- 
ciful, but if he chooses to let himself Luse on us in his next report, we hope to be 
able to keep Law on our side. 

In the following we have the extraordinary spectacle of a pro tem. officer refus- 
ing to take his wages when offered him : — 

Resolved, That there be appropriated the sum of twenty-eight dollars to pay the 
expenses of Comp. L. as Grand Captain of the Host pro tem., and that the expenses 
of all other pro tem. officers for the present session of this body be paid. 
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Comp. L. declined to receive the amount, on the ground that he did not desire to 
establish a precedent of this character. We have no donbt that, the other pro terns 
duly appreciated the self-denying policy of Comp. L. 

The newly elected officers of the Grand Chapter were escorted to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church by the Grand Commandery and two subordinate Commanderies of 
Knights Templar, where they were duly installed by the if.*. Thro. 8. Pakvix, 
Past Grand High Priest. 

After the installation, Past Grand High Priest Goilbert delivered an able, elo- 
quent and most interesting oration, which we would gladly transfer intact to our 
pages, had we space. We can only, however, give a few extracts as specimens of 
this admirable production : — 

It is fitting that once in a while we should leave the treadmill of our “ necessary 
vocations’* and come together, as now, in our annual feast of tabernacles, to renew 
old acquaintances, to gather new friends to our hearts, and earnestly take part in 
that dear and delightful sociality which it is the aim of all of us to dominate our labor- 
filled annual convocations. It is well that these rifts of light are allowed to illumi- 
nate the horizon of onr daily cares, for did they not, existence would be bereft of 
half its pleasures, and we should sink into vegetable liveB, whose type would be that 
of the brute that merely eats and works and dies. It is “ very meet and proper " 
that onr public ceremonial of installation should be exemplified in this place, dedi- 
cated to the worship of the Great I AM, for thus do we show to the world that it is 
our pleasure, as it is ,( our bounden duty,” on all occasions, to avow in plain terms 
the ract that religion and Masonry were inseparably united in the halcyon days of the 
long ago, and that he would be. not only an audacious, but alRo a very bad man. and 
forsworn Mason, who would, by word or deed, seek to accomplish their divorcement. 
Being thus well met on this festival occasion, it is deemed necessary by our esteemed 
Grand High Priest that the occasion should be signalized by an exposition of the his- 
tory, symbolism, and lovely aims of that world-wide institution which to-day 

“As in the world’s new spring, 

‘Walks forth transparent, like some holy thing.” 

Such, my hearers, iB the vivid, but necessrily brief outline of the descent to 
modern times of the associative idea as particularly illustrated in our institution 
around which has ever floated, like an atmosphere, the smile of Omnipotence. 

Despite the bulls of venal popes, the prosecutions of kingly bigots, and the puerile 
anathemas of graceless Blanchards, that smile has endued the Order with wonderful 
vitality, and to-day it is more active and more morally aggressive than ever before 
in its history. So, too, it is more widely desseminated, for in this generation its 
alter-fires belt the globe with their fascinating and holy illumination, as the broad 
ribbons of light encircle the planet Saturn. 

In this connection I may mention a fact which is of interest to every student of 
Masonic history, viz., this : While the birth-place of our institution was, like that of 
its mistress, pure religion, in the legendary soil of Judea, no Lodge has been seated 
in Jerusalem, “ the city of the Great King’’ since the days of the crusades. It has 
been reserved for the present year to see a Lodge planted there under the master- 
ship and ausipces of that genial and true-hearted brother, the Kentuckian Rob 
Morris, whose rare abilities, despite his faults, have endeared him to every cbival- 
ric American Mason. Let us hope that in the present as in the past century, the 
erection of a Masonic alter on this hallowed soil, which has so long been dominated 
by ignorance, may be the means, as in the aforetime, of supplying the flame at which 
shall be enkindled to burn with increasing brightness for evermore, the torches of 
tolerance and civilization. To this sentiment every Mason, every lover of culture 
and progress, will surely respond, Amen ! 

It is refreshing, to read the following, when compared with the usual descriptions 
of such festivities. All honor to the Grand Chapter of Iowa, for having discovered 
and acted upon the fact, that Masonic Jollifications may be successfully conducted 
without the aid of Intoxicating drinks . 

AFTERWARDS. 

On the evening of Thursday, the fraternity of Dubuque entertained the Masonic 
visitors to the city at a banquet and hop, of which all who partook spoke in the 
highest praise. The Grand Secretary, distrustful of his ability to do justice to the 
occasion, subjoins the following notice clipped from the Dubuque Times of the next 
morning, endorsing heartily its utterance that “ the Masonic brethren from abroad” 
were treated royally, and better yet, with true fraternal courtesy by all with whom 
they came in contact in Dubuque, and that they will long remember with pleasure 
the Annual Convocation of 1874. 
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THI EVENING. 

For the evening a grand banquet and ball had been announced. This had kept 
society circles in excitement for a week, and on a tiptoe of expectation. It was the 
“ event of the season.” As early as half past seven o’clock a stream of carriages 
was rolling towards the Julian House, bearing precious loads of daintily wrapped 
ladies and attendants to the banquet and the ball. There was a flutter of excitement 
in many a gilded home as the sound of wheels ceased at the door. The hour had 
oome, the “ event ” was on. The parlors were early thronged with guests ; ladies 
in the brighest attire and most careful toilet— the rustle of silks answering back the 
rattle of sabres that dangled at the sides of plumed Knights. Many of the gentleman 
were in plain evening areas, but the Knights were tne marked personages, and 
found most favor, as was proper, in the eyes of the fair Hebes. 

THE BANQUET HALL. 

It was just half past nine o’clock when the dining-room doors were opened and the 

g uests filed in, each Knight with a lady leaning on his arm. The main table was in 
le form of a oross, extending the whole length and breadth of the capacious dining 
rooms. Smaller tables filled up the space between, and in two or three rooms adjoin- 
ing the dining-rooms tables were spread. The chandeliers were twined with ever- 
greens, and the window seats were bright and fragrant with pot plants from Harketfs 
nurseries. 

The Bill of Fare is a long one, and makes our mouth water as we read ; but the 
principal feature, and one which meets our hearty approbation, is under the head of 
“Beverages.” Here we find only “ Green Tea, Coffee, and Black Tea.” Mirabile 
dictu ! that pestilent jade, the widow Clicquot, and those demoniao old reprobates 
who have brought more sorrow, affliction, and disease into the world than all other 
oauses combined, viz.: “Old Bourbon” and “Old Rye,” found no place at that 
banquet. The “ feast of reason and the flow of soul ” followed the discussion of the 
edibles ; the reason being unclouded by obfuscating libations, and the “flow of soul ” 
flowed solely from fountains untainted b/ impure and poisonous mixtures. Dancing 
closed the entertainment, and when the shrill notes of the vigilant Shanghai heralded 
the rosy dawn, Knights, Ladies, Companions and Brethren, 

With clear head and steady tread, 

Betook themselves to home and bed. 

We hope the example set by our Companions of Iowa will be followed by every 
Masonic Body in the world. 

Comp. T. S. Parvin presents the Report on Correspondence. He says it was pre- 
pared nnder adverse circumstances, and this being the case we would give some- 
thing to have the privilege of perusing one written by him when all was serene. He 
thus prefaces one of the best reports we have yet enjoyed : — 

In presenting to the Grand Chapter and corps reportorial this report, I regret 
that, after so long a rest from thiB species of labor, I have been compelled to pre- 
pare it under adverse circumstances. I have had to reverse the old maxim. “ Drive 
your business! ” and been so driven by it that I am under the necessity of sending 
this out in the crude form in which it was hurriedly written. The labor of preparing 
such a report, now-a-days, is greatly increased from the enlarged size of the proceed- 
ings now annually published, extending into the multiplied thousands of pages. 

8ome of the reporters, we have observed, notice only the reports on correspond- 
ence, omiting all reference, very unwisely we think, to the transactions of the Grand 
Chapters. Borne make up their reports wholly of lengthened extracts without 
original matter, while other, and much the better class, freely comment upon what 
they notice, and give their reasons for approval or dissent from the doctrines consid- 
ered. It is the opinions of the reviewer, quite as much as of the reviewed, that we 
want, and without which the report loses much of its interest and value. 

But few questions of general interest pervade the majority of the reports. We 
notice that the change made in the G. 0. W. by the General Crand Chapter in 1871 
is not universally concurred in, and that body seems powerless to enforce its edicts, 
hence, all hope of uniformity, even in so vital a matter, is hopeless. The substitute 

S Luestlon is unsettled, though a large majority advocate and practice their use. How 
ar a Chapter will allow its members to be controlled by action of the Lodge remains 
unsettled, while a new question has sprung up, “ Will tne Chapters insist upon their 
members affiliating with the Lodges? ” We have expressed our opinioo freely upon 
all of them, and all other subjects considered, believing it is only by a free exchange 
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of opinions that any vexed question can be settled. We regret to find, now and then, 
a reporter and Grand High Priest who get mad at any one who honestly differs from 
them upon a point of law ; to all snch, so far as we are concerned, we have only to 
say, they can get in a good humor at their leisure ; we care not. 

We have been greatly interested and instructed in the perusal of these voluminous 
pages, manjjr of them models of style and logic, while among so many some are of 
course inferior in their standard ; others have occasionally amused us and so served 
to relieve the weight of labor imposed. With many we have renewed our early 
acquaintance and friendship, and with others formed pleasing acquaintance. 

Instead of following the beaten track and presenting with each body the time 
and place, etc., etc., of each meeting, we have conformed to our statistical predilec- 
tion and given all such information in a general table. 

We regret that several proceedings have not reached us. We have received 
those whose columns are filled out. 

He then reviews the transactions of thirty- three Grand Chapters, in a style which 
is simply admirable. He makes but few extracts, but in his own inimitable way 
states what was done and what he thinks about it. California, for 1874, receives a 
large share of his attention. He speaks of the humble efforts of the writer in terms 
which call forth our warmest thanks, and we feel encouraged and stimulated to 
greater exertions by praise from such a source. He says of us 

Comp. Wiggin is no friend to the doctrine of vested rights, but believes the Grand 
High Priest, like other officers, subject to the laws of the body he serves or governs, 
if you please, under the law. Chapters and Grand Chapters are modern things, the 
creatures of the law, and therefore under, not above it, we hold with our intelligent 
and fearless writer over the way. We like him and like his report because he has a 
mind of his own, and is not afraid to speak out in meeting. When we read a report, 
we want to know on which side of the fence the writer is, and no one need or can 
indeed doubt as to Corap. Wiggin, whose voluminous report is both readable and 
valuable for what it contains and the manner in which he says it. He is in favor of 
using “substitutes,” and says in addition that when the supreme legislative head of 
the craft authorizes it, we commit no wrong when we avail ourselves of the permis- 
sion. All history teacheB that the practice was and has been allowed in all the old 
jurisdictions in all the past. It is only the new lights of recent Grand Chapters, and 
newly made members who have discovered its un-masonic character. The fastid- 
iousness of such sensitive brethren always remind us of a servant girl in our family, 
who even refused the pudding, because of the dip which was flavored with brandv, 
though two preachers of her church, dining with us that day, each called for a double 
portion. Some folk are always wiser than their teachers. 

He quotes the following from the report of Comp. Corson, of New Jersey, on the 
subject of writing the work of Masonry, brought out by our report of last year 

We beg leave to remark that this, (the writing of the work of Royal Arch MAsonry ) 
seems to us to be a very loose proceeding for Grand High Priest Lusk to be guilty of 
as well as a very improper performance for all parties concerned ; and this for rea- 
sons which we cannot put in print, but which will at once be understood by everyone 
who properly regards his 0. B. as an E. A. 

In this connection he says : — 

It is nothing, Bros. Corson and Wiggin, when you get used to it. Once we 
kicked and floundered and thundered, but all in vain— the Masters and High Priests 
had found the royal road to geometry in print, and you could no more deprive them 
of their idol, than drive a suckling from the teat upon which he fed. 

From the above we infer that Comp. Pabvin stands just where we expected to 
find him, in opposition to all such unmasonic practices. Under the head of Canada, 
he says : — 

Comp. R. quotes the recommendation of the Grand High Priest of Tennessee in 
favor of biennial sessions, as do we ; for if there is any one trnth more self-evident in 
the world and Masonry than another, it is that we are governed too much. Better a 
session once in four years than two each year, as is growing into use in some parts 
of the land. 

Recently the most excellent and distinguished Grand Secretary, Thomas Bird 
Harris, who has filled the South-East of this Grand Chapter since its organization, in 
1855, has deceased. In his death, Masonry, as well as the Grand Bodies of Canada, 
has lost a bright and shining light, who has gone up higher. 

We concur. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Grand Chapter of California. 


485 


1875.] 


Under the head of District of Columbia, he gets off the following good one : — 

Some of the quill drivers have, it seems, dropped the Latin quotation and taken to 
the French, whereat one good companion says : “We should like to know if Latin is 
a sine qua non to the accomplishment of a member of the Mutual Admiration Society , 
with “ currente calamo .” If it is, then we can give “ quantum libit ” of that, but will 
"valeat quantum vatere potest” this time. Isn’t that consoling! We are reminded 
of an incident which occurred at one of our annual elections. An illiterate brother, 
whose candidate for a good office bad been defeated, addressing an educated brother 
who had supported the rival candidate, with the remark, “Isn’t it a shame that so 
educated a brother should have been defeated by such an ignorant brother,” when 
in fact the successful brother was a Master of Arts, a fine classical scholar, a graduate 
of one of the best colleges in America — but he did not quote Latin, while the unsuc- 
cessful candidate had never darkened the door of a college unless as a visitor, but 
was always interleaving liis addresses with extracts from the 41 Dictionary of Quota- 
tions.” 

We judge from the following that Comp. Partin’s Masonic experience has not 
been altogether lovely. In his review of Florida he says 

Such is the picture of Masonry, beautfolly and most eloquently word-painted by 
Grand High Priest Dawkins. My dear brother, is this the reality in your land of flow- 
ers, or have you drawn upon the imagination for the inspiration of hope ? We never 
met the good brother that be did not, in bis huge frame and large heart, look as if he 
spoke from the standpoint of truth as he has it, and we would all love to have it. 
But, alas ! our experience of Masons and Masonry falls infinitely short of this. We 
never had an enemy (and we have many and bitter ones) who was not a Mason ; 
we were never slandered and betrayed but by those who wear the Mason’s garb ; 
and were it not that our warmest, truest, and best friends are Masons too, we could, 
like the old man of old, curse Masonry and die. We have lived a life of many years 
and served others all our life, that they might grow rich and we poor. We never yet 
sought an office, but have had them piled upon us like Ossian upon Olympus, only to 
have the jealous stab us behind. Still, for the sake of the cause, we shall love our 
enemies and do good to those who despitefully use us, so far as we may be able to 
subdue qur passions, and so improve ourselves in the royal art 

Let us hope that such experiences may be few. 

The report is redolent of good things, and we regret that for want of time and 
space we must pause in its consideration. 

Comp. Parvin retires from the Committee on Correspondence, and we refuse to 
be comforted. 

There are sixty-seven chartered Chapters, and eight under dispensation borne 
upon the registry, and the aggregate membership is 3587, showing a net increase 
during the year of 291. Four hundred and seventy were exalted during the year. 

The Right Bower is again trumps , and Comp. William B. Langbidge again 
assists as Grand Secretary. Address : Muscatine. 

KANSAS. 

The Grand Chapter of Kansas held its tenth Annual Convocation in the city of 
Leavenworth on the twentieth day of October, 1874, — the M.\ E.\ John M. Price, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ I’.E. T. Carr being Grand Secretary. Five 
of the seventeen Grand Officers were present at the opening, the remaining twelve 
positions being filled temporarily. This lack of attendance on the part of the Grand 
Officers Comp. Carr explains by informing us that the hour of meeting of the Grand 
Chapter is ten o’clock, A. M. , 'while the railroad trains, having no regard for the By- 
Laws, do not arrive until twelve o’clock M.; consequently many of the Grand Officers 
do not arrive in season to take part in the opening ceremonies. Eighteen subordi- 
nate Chapters were represented and representatives from ten sister jurisdictions 
were reported present. 

From the Address of the Grand High Priest, we infer that our companions of 
Kansas are suffering a fair share of prosperity. About the only trouble they appear 
particularly to enjoy is grasshoppers, and although, according to the address, some 
of the Chapters have manifested much indifference and apathy, that imputation can- 
not justly be laid to the charge of the hoppers, who have shown a degree of zeal and 
industry in their peculiar line which is truly wonderful. 
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Of the progress of Royal Arch Masonry in Kansas, the Grand High Priest says : — 

The history of this Grand Chapter, from its organisation in 1866, shows a rapid 
and healthful growth. Within less than nine years we have increased from three to 
twenty-flvec bartered Chapters, with an aggregate membership of over one ihoua- 
and. With the exception of the first one, it has been my good fortune to attend every 
Annual Convocation of this Grand Body from its organization to the present time. 
It is my heart’s desire that I may be permitted to meet and mingle with you on many 
subsequent annual re-unions. 

He calls attention to the fact that many eminent companions have, during the 
year, closed their earthly labors and entered within the walls of the Celestial Taber- 
nacle, and pays a fraternal tribute to the memory, not only of those who were his im« 
mediate companions, but to those Bhining lights which death has extinguished in 
other jurisdictions ; among them he mentions Bradford, of Maine, Bornib, Thayer, 
and Burns, of South Carolina, Mitchell, of Missouri, Swasey, of Louisiana, Austin, 
of Texas, and Harris, of Canada ; all names familiar to Masons as household words, 
and of whom he beautifully says 

As the sandal tree emits its sweetest fragrance just at the moment of its descent 
upon the ax that felled it, so the life of a good man Bhines purer and brighter just as 
his earthly tenement is dissolved and he enters that Temple, “ not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 

Four new Chapters were constituted during the year, and all are reported as doing 
well. 

One dispensation only was granted for the formation of a new Chapter. 

Eight decisions upon points of Masonic law were rendered, but as we concur 
in them all, and they accord with the law and practice in this jurisdiction, we deem 
it inexpedient to occupy our space by quoting them. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest and Grand King reported that they had performed 
no official act, and therefore had only general peace and harmony to report. Comp. 
John H. Brown, Grand Lecturer, submitted his report, in which he Bays the work is 
now uniform throughout the jurisdiction, and asks permission to *• step down and out,” 
which wasn’t granted, and John Brown still “goes marching on” through Kansas, 
in the flesh— as far as he can get for grasshoppers— teaching the work of Masonry 
to those who require his instructions. 

The Committee on Grievances reported nothing to do, 

The following resolution was adopted, and we would like to Bee a similar one 
adopted in this jurisdiction:— 

Resolved , That hereafter no Royal Arch Chapter under the jurisdiction of this 
Grand Chapter shall exalt any candidate to the degree of Royal Arch Mason until he 
shall have selected his mark, and caused the same to be properly recorded in the 
Lodge Book of Marks. 

We think the Grand Chapter acted wisely in adopting the following amendments 
to the Standing Regulations :— 

Resolved, That the Standing Regulation of 1869, page 625, be so amended as to 
read as follows : — 

Resolved, That whenever a Chapter is convened in Regular or Special Convoca- 
tion, it must be open in the Royal Arch Degree, and if work is to be done in an 
inferior Degree, the Royal Arch Chapter must be called from labor to refreshment, 
a Lodge opened in the Degree to be conferred, after which the Lodge must be closed, 
the Chapter called to labor and closed in the Royal Arch Degree on the same day. 

Also Resolved, That the second Standing Regulation of 1870, be so amended as to 
read as follows viz. : — 

Resolved , That a petition for the Capitular Degrees, or for membership, must be 
presented at a Regular Convocation, and mnst not be ballotted on the same evening 
it is presented ; and no candidate shall be advanced until his proficiency in the pre- 
ceding Degrees has been established by examination in open Chapter, or vouched 
for by one of the three principal officers, provided this shall not be so construed as 
to prevent the conferring of two Degrees the same evening. 

The Grand Treasurer reports a balance of $774 70 in the Treasury, which was 
ordered to be invested in United States Bonds. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



0 


1875 .] Grand Chapter of California. 487 

Comp. E. T. Cars, Grand Secretary, again preseuts an excellent report on 
Correspondence, He reviews in an able and interesting manner the transactions of 
thirty-seven Grand Chapters ; among the number California for 1874 receives frater. 
nal notice. He quotes approvingly from the Address of Comp. Davies on the subject 
of physical qualifications, and does us the honor to compliment ns on our report, for 
which we tender our thanks. 

In referring to our remarks relative to the recognition of the Grand Chapter of 
West Virginia, he says : — 

Upon this snbiect we may be practically wrong, but in theory we hold we are 
correct, and shall take occasion to explain our position before closing this report. 

And in explanation he quotes the following from the Address of the General Grand 
High Priest, Comp. Drcvmond, delivered at the opening of the General Grand Chap- 
ter at Nashville, November 24th, 1874 

In this connection I am reminded that a Grand Chapter has been formed in West 
Virginia, and that doubts have been expressed whether Grand Chapters in allegiance 
to the Gen. Grand Chapter can consistently recognize and establish fraternal relations 
with it. Were the question a new one, the decision undoubtedly would be that we could 
not recognize it. It was formed by Chapters chartered by the Grand Chapter of Vir- 
ginia, in territory over which that Grand Chapter has claimed and exercised exclusive 
jurisdiction for more than sixty years, and the General Grand Chapter has acquiesced 
in that claim. Our Constitution expressly recognizes the propriety of having a Grand 
Chapter in each State ; and, to my mind, it is too late now, after so long an acquies- 
cence in the claim of Virginia, to deny the logical result of such action. I recommend 
that the Grand Chapter of West Virginia be fraternally invited to follow the example 
of Maryland and Florida, and unite with her Bisters in common allegiance to this Gen - 
eral Grand Chapter. 

In relation to which he says : — 

The attention of the members of the Grand Chapter of Kansas is respectfully called 
to the foregoing, that they may prepare to rescind. Had the Grand Chapter adopted 
the resolution to postpone action until after the meeting of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, there would have been no necessity to “ crawfish.” 

There are twenty-six subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate 
membership of 912. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were wisely re-elected. Address : 
Leavenworth. 


KENTUCKY. 

The fifty-ninth Annnal Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, was held 
in the city of Louisville, commencing on the nineteenth day of October, 1874, the 
M.\ Es. David P. Robb, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E,\ John M. S. 
McCorklb being Grand Secretary. Eighty chartered Chapters, and two under die* 
pensation were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest, in his address, congratulates the Craft upon the general 
prosperity prevailing throughout the jurisdiction. He announces in feeling terms, 
the death of Comp. Wm. C. Monger, Deputy Grand High Priest, who departed this 
life on the fifth day of February, 1874, aged fifty-two years. Comp. Mungkr was a 
faithful and zealous worker in the Masonic vineyard, and, although we had not the 
pleasure of his personal acquaintance, we knew him by his writings, and appreciated 
his worth. He was Grand Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Kentucky, and 
chairman of its Committee on Correspondence. His death was sudden and unex* 
pec ted, and fell upon the companions like a thunderbolt from a clear sky. 

Comp. H. A. M. Henderson, chairman of the committee to whom was referred 
that portion of the Grand High Priest’s Address relative to his death, sayB:— 

The announcement of his death fell upon the heart of a grieved community, a 
large and widely distributed circle of friends, and a loving brotnerhood, like the sud- 
den, deep tolling of a funeral bell upon a festive group. He looked the very incar- 
nation or health. His step was elastic, hiB cheek flushed with the glow of warm 
blood, and his spirits were overflowing with cheerfulness. Had we long been 
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admonished by signs of failing health, we had been better prepared to receive the 
shock, bat the shattering stroke fell like an invisible and noiseless thunderbolt, and 
we knew not it was launched, until we, with tearful eyes, beheld the desolation it 
had wrought. Such an unheralded event admonishes us all to be ready, since we 
know not the day, even the hour, when the pale messenger, with soundless tread, 
may come to summon any one of us to the pulseless solitude and dreary repose of the 
grave. We have reason to believe that the remorseless stroke fell upon one well 
prepared to receive it. His business probity, his stainless private character, his per- 
sonal virtues, his lofty faith — all lead us to confidently say that there was a torch- 
light of comforting hope to illume the otherwise dark valley of the Bhadow of death. 

We deeply sympathize with our companions of Kentucky in the sad loss they 
have sustained, and confidently hope that “ their loss may be his eternal gain.’’ 

Two dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters, and the 
charters of two Chapters were arrested for being in a “disorganized condition.” 

The Grand High PrieBt says it was impossible for him to visit many of the subor- 
dinate Chapters,* but from information received, he reports them as reasonably pros- 
perous and exhibiting a healthy growth. 

A large portion of bis Address is devoted to the “ Masonic Widow's and Orphans’ 
Home.” A noble charity, and one of which the Order may well feel proud. 

Of it he says : — 

This Home is not only this day the pride and glory of Kentucky Masonry, but of 
the Craft of America. Yet it is but in its infancy, and needs your fostering care. 
We understand from its Directors that some flrty thousand dollars is needed to fully 
complete the building in all its parts, in accordance with the original plan and design. 
Besides this, a large endowment fund is needed to pay the current expenses of the 
Home, and to place it beyond any contingency of want. This, my companions, we 
are able to do. Go look upon the Home and see its happy inmates — then let us do what 
we can as a Grand Chapter, and individually, and upon your return home make 
known to your companions the institution, Hr workings, its designs, and its wants. 
We understand from the Directors that they failed to realize their expectations from 
the last St. John's Day festivals, and whilst we would not advise the discontinuance 
of St. John’s Day festivals, or December 27th, or any other days, in this interest, we 
feel that just now something more iB needed. 

The Grand Treasurer’s report shows the total assets of the Grand Chapter to be 
$11,076 40, and of this the sum of $7000 was contributed to the funds of the Home. 
This is charity indeed ; how much more in accordance with the true spirit of Masonry 
is it to invest money for Buch an object, than to squander it in gaudy jewels and 
profitless festivals? 

We shall watch with deep interest the progress of this noble enterprise, and pray 
for its abundant success. 

The following resolution shows a disposition to move in the right direction : — 

Your Committee on Work have carefully considered the important subject entrust- 
ed to them, and. after mature deliberation thereon, and in view of the variety of work 
now used in this jurisdiction, and of the fact that the Royal Arch Masons of Kentucky 
have renewed their allegiance to the General Grand Chapter of the United States, 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution, viz. : 

Resolred, That the Grand Chapter of Kentucky adopt the work of the General 
Grand Chapter, now in use by all the Grand Chapters, subject to that Grand Body, 
and that the Grand High Priest is hereby authorized to appoint a committee of one 
to attend the General Grand Chapter, at its next regular session, to be held at Nash- 
ville, Tenn.. on Tuesday, November 24th, 1S74, whose duty it shall be, to secure the 
work complete, and present it at the next meeting of this Grand Chapter. 

A companion presented the following questions, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence : — 

A companion Royal Arch Mason, in good standing, pays his dues and asks for a 
dim it. 

1st. Is he not entitled to a dimit of right ? 

2d. Is not a by-law requiring a ballot as to whether a dimit shall be granted or 
not, in contravention of the ancient usages of Masonry ? 

3d. What is the status of a companion who has been refused a dimit by such a bal- 
lot, and who has been suspended for non-payment of does ? 
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. The committee in their report, dodge the more important questions ; they answer 
the first, but are siient as to the second and third. Their report is as follows : — 

The Oominittee on Jurisprudence report, after considering the question* presented 
by Comp. Brevard, to wit: — 

1st. “ Is not a companion who is in good standing and has paid bis dues, entitled 
to a dimit?” — that there is no law to prevent a companion who is clear of the books 
of his Chapter, and who is in good standing, from dimitting, unless he is an officer of 
such Chapter. 

To the second question we would answer, no. Charges of unmasonic conduct may 
be pending against a companion, and he should not be allowed to withdraw until 
they are heard and determined. In most jurisdictions a dimit and recommendatory 
certificate are combined, and cases are frequent where a Chapter would cheerfully 
consent to the withdrawal of a member, but would on no account recommend him 
to the Fraternity at large. 

To the third question we would answer that the companion stands Bimply as a . 
suspended Royal Arch Mason, and his remedy is in appeal to the Grand Chapter. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. H. A. M. Henderson, 
and although not so lengthy as some of its predecessors, is worthy of his pen. He 
reviews the transactions of twenty-two Grand Chapters, among them California for 
1874. He says of us : — 

The Grand Chapter of California has a choir, and the sessions are not only opened 
with prayer but with music. We commend the custom and think it would be well 
for our Grand Chapter to appoint a committee on music, a year in advance, to elect 
a quartette choir and to Belect and have printed odes to be used at the next annual 
session. Let this choir be paid mileage and per diem. We take this occasion to 
present some views upon music in Lodges and Chapters. 

He makes this the basis of a most eloquent and beautiful dissertation upon music, 
and we would gladly reprint it, but, as it occupies six pages of the proceedings, we 
cannot spare the space. We however extract the following and regret that we have 
no room for more 

Masonry is the patron of the science and art of music. In the Fellow Craft 
degree, among the seven liberal arts and sciences to which Masonry is said to be 
devoted, is that of Music. Provision is made throughout all our degree work for the 
introduction of music. Nothing adds more to the impressiveness of our ceremonies 
than good singing accompanied with an instrument. In most of our Lodges in the 
cities and large towns the organ, or melodeon has a place, and the practice should 
become universal. A good melodeon can be purchased at about $100 and in almost 
every Lodge some one might be found to play, or who would learn to perform on it. 
Where practicable we should not object to the formation of a Masonic choir, who, in 
the absence of work to engage the attention of the Craftsmen, should regale them 
with sweet sound, and odes illustrative of the principles of our Order, of which there 
are many of rare beauty, and which have already been set or adapted to music. In 
thiB way many a dull evening would be beguiled, and the Craft have both pleasure 
and profit. Nothing is more refining than music. In all ages it has had power 
over the minds and morals of men. In all lands it has been accredited as of celestial 
origin. When the earth was finished the morning stars sang together for joy. The 
Greeks ascribed the lyre to Hermes. According to Diodorus, at the marriage of 
Cadmus with Harmonia there was a grand concert of the gods ; Mercury brought 
his lyre, Apollo a similar instrument, and Minerva and the muses their flutes. 

There are one hundred and eight Chapters, having an aggregate membership of 
3358. 

The M.'.E Joseph P. Forek was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.'.Es. 
John M. S. McCorklb was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Louisville. 

LOUISIANA. 

The twenty-seventh Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana was 
held in the city of New Orleans, commencing on the tenth day of February 1874, the 
M.\ E.\ Joseph P. Horner, Grand High Priest, presiding, the /?.*. E.\ James C. 
Batchelor, M. D., being Grand Secretary. Twenty-one chartered Chapters and one 
under dispensation were represented at the opening. 
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Comp. Hobnhb prefaces an able address by tike following gloomy picture of 
affairs in Louisiana: — 

Since we parted last year, though we were then living in & state of great pecu- 
niary embarrassment, and of political turmoil and uncertainty, which mainly con- • 

tributed to produce it, we have seen even more troublous times : the evils which 
then seemed to be confined to our own section of country, and almost entirely to our 
own state, so far as financial matters were concerned, have Bince spread like a great 
tidal wave over the whole country, and all the people have had trials and misfor- 
tunes, which it would be in vain to attempt to picture or describe ; calamity of every 
kind has sought all classes, and an untold amount of suffering has been endured ; 
from this state of affairs we are not yet finally rescoed, and the still unsettled condi- 
tion of our political matters, disturbing as it does all classes of industry and enter- 
prise, compels us to fear that the end is not yet, and .that further troubles are in 
store for us. But throughout all the distress that has and still surrounds us, the mis- 
sion of Masonry has gone ever onward ; peace and fraternal love reign throughout 
our Chapters, and a noble disposition to help each other has manifested itself among 
our companions to quite as great an extent as any former emergency ever called 
forth, and at this moment our institution iB undepressed by any ot its mournful sur- 
roundings, and shineB forth with a brightness of character all its own. For this 
great mercy, companions, let us give our heartfelt thanks to the Great Grand High 
Priest “ who doeth all things well ” and humbly acknowledge His manifold kindness 
to us and to our works, and gladly render to Him “ all the power and the glory 
forever and ever, Amen ! ” 

He announces the death of Comp. Hknbt Rufus Bwasky, Grand Treasurer of the 
Grand Chapter, and pays a glowing tribute to hte, memory. He reports that he has 
•• issued no dispensations to waive any of the delays or formalities relative to the 
election or reception of candidates,” for which he deserves credit. He announces 
the appointment of Comp. Samuel M. Todd, Past Grand High Priest, as Grand 
Treasurer, in place of Comp. Hunky Rufus Bwasky, deceased. 

One dispensation was granted for the formation of a new Chapter. 

We note the following decisions 

1st. Following the action of our Grand Lodge at its last Annual Communication. 

I decided that all provisions in the By-Laws of a subordinate Chapter, declaring 
members in arrears of dues, ineligible to office, and debarring such from voting upon 
any subject, to be illegal and unmasonic. 

2d. That See. 15 of Art. Vll of the Constitution of this Grand Chapter, which 
provides, “ that in all cases of trials, the regulations of the Grand Lodge shall 
govern,” means that we, as Royal Arch Masons, shall be governed by the regula- 
tions of the Grand Lodge, not only as to all trials, but as to all incidents of such 
trials, both precedent and subsequent, including the preferring of charges, the 
punishment, and the remission of the punishment; that a Royal Arch Mason, 
expelled by his Chapter, can only be restored by the Grand Chapter, upon the 
recommendation of the Chapter which pronounced sentence, which recommendation 
must be adopted by the same vote which was required to pass the sentence of 
expulsion. 

3d. That the Grand High Priest is not required to officially answer all questions 
of Masonic Law which may be propounded to him by any companion, and that it 
would be improper for him to do so. That official decisions Bhould only be given 
upon actual cases as they arise, and when officially requested by formal action of 
a subordinate Chapter by resolution, or by the High Priest thereof, or at his direc- 
tion. This decision waB elicited by a communication addressed to me by a Secre- 
tary of a subordinate Chapter, under seal, but manifestly without authority, which 
contained more than a dozen questions on points of Masonic law of the most primary 
character, and which I declined to answer officially. 

4th. To the question : “ Is it in the power of a Chapter to forgive a companion, 
who being entrusted with funds of the Chapter, to pay over to the,. Grand Chapter, 
embezzled them and put them to his own use, lied about them, and concealed himself 
by refusing to answer letters and surrender papers, and who now contritely acknowl- 
edges his crime and pleads for mercy? ” I replied that it was certainly within the 
power of a chartered Chapter to do so, and for the members of a Chapter under 
dispensation, to refrain from preferring charges against such a companion, but that 
such a course would require Birict discipline, and I would, without hesitation, revoke 
the dispensation or arrest the charter or any Chapter so acting. 

He recommends that hereafter no candidate be exalted until he shall have selected 
and recorded his Mark. An excellent suggestion, and the Grand Chapter adopted it. 
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The Commitee on Masonio Law and Jurisprudence! to whom were referred the 
above decisions of the Grand High Priest, very properly, in onr opinion, dissented 
from the views expressed in decision number one, and reported as follows, in which 
report we concur : — 

His first decision. Decision 1st. Our opinion is that each Chapter is the judge 
of the qualifications of its members to entitle them to vote or hold office, until some 
edict or the Grand Chapter has restricted that power, necessarily inherent in the 
subordinate until surrendered to the Grand Chapter by some provision In the Consti- 
tution of the Grand Chapter, and we must disapprove of the action of the M.\ E,\ 
Grand High Priest. 

Comp. J. Q. A. Fellows dissenting, the report of the majority of the Committee 
was adopted by a vote of fifty-four to sixteen. 

Decisions two and three were approved, and with reference to number four, the 
Committee say : — 

We are of opinion that a Chapter may forgive a companion who has been guilty 
of unma8onic conduct : but it can only be done with the consent of all the members, 
as any one of them has the unquestionable right of preferring charges against him. 

Again we agree with the committee. “ To err is human ; to forgive, divine 
and so thought the Grand Chapter, for the report was adopted. 

We are led to the conclusion that the members of the Grand Chapter were well 
satisfied with their officers, as every one of them, from Grand High Priest to Grand 
Guard, was re-elected or re-appointed. The Grand High Priest was unanimously 
requested to continue t6 serve as chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, 
to which he graciously assented, much to our gratification. 

Iowa appointed Comp. Horner, and Connecticut Comp. Fellows, as their repre- 
sentatives near the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, and they were received and accred- 
ited in that capacity. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the genial pen of Comp. Horner, 
who loses none of his elasticity as a reporter from the weight of dignity which 
presses upon him as Grand High Priest He courteously reviews the transactions of 
thirty-two Grand Chapters, California for 1873 receiving brief but fraternal notice. 

Under the head of Iowa, he quotes the remarks of the reporter, relative to our 
inquiries respecting the written work, which, he says, meets with his “ hearty dis- 
approbation.”— And ours. 

We fear when he wrote the report on California, he had been reading Comp. Car- 
ruth’s lecture on temperance, as he mixes our name up in a most surprising fashion. 
He calls us Louis Charles Wiggin. How would he like to be designated as Potts 
Joseph Horner ? 

Chapters, twenty-eight. Membership, 1628. 

MAINE. 

The Grand Chapter of Maine held its forth-ninth Annual Convocation in the city 
of Portland, commencing on the fifth day of May, 1874,— the if.*. E.\ Horace H. Bur- 
bank, Grand High Priest, presiding, the B,\ E.\ Ira Berry being Grand Secretary. 
Thirty-four out of the thirty-six Chapters were represented, and eight Past Grand 
High Priests graced the opening ceremonies with their presence. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an able address, in which his official acts are 
clearly set forth, and some wholesome suggestions are made. He announces the 
death of Comp. Freeman Bradford, Past Grand High Priest, whose portrait orna- 
ments the title page of the pamphlet ; Comp. John H. Lynde, Past Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge, and Comp. Oliver B. Dorrancb, Past Grand Scribe, and pays 
fitting tributes to their memory. Of the Btate of the Order he says 

Since our last Convocation, harmony, peace, and an average prosperity have well 
nigh universally prevailed in this jurisdiction. Accessions to our numbers have 
indeed been less numerous than in years agonej yet fire, famine, and fever have 
been comparative strangers within onr borders. These scourges have visited some 
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of oar Bister Grand Chapters, and the load calls for aid have met with noble and 
generous response. 

In the following we most heartily concur. Pan it around 

As I have done in my visits, companions, so here would I repeat a criticism of 
too general application. The beautiful and impressive ceremonies of the Royal 
Arch are often marred by the introduction of levity and mirth utterly inconsistent, 
to my mind, with the sublime history and principles of capitular Masonry. The 
lessons intended by the “ living arch” and the 14 weary sojourn ” are often reduced 
from the 44 sublime ” to the 44 ridiculous,” and 44 exaltation’’ becomes a misnomer for 
44 degradation.” Such performances are not only unmasonic, but uncomely (I had 
almost said uncouth) in companions and towards candidates. They are far beneath 
rational amusement. Overseers ! reject all such unseemly Btones. Clear away such 
44 rubbish ’’ from your temples, ye who love the true and the beautiful. Such prece* 
dents are wanting in our early annals, and should receive no countenance to-day. 
Due reflection on the part of members, and official firmness in High Priests, 
will, I trust, remove this blemish from our work. 

He reported the following decisions 

1. A member of a Chapter, in good standing, is entitled to all his privileges, and 
bound by all his obligations as a R. A. M., although not an affiliated M. M. 

2. A Chapter of R. A. M's, as such, may participate in memorial services, per- 
formed by the Lodge at the grave of a companion, at his request, even thongn he 
had been previously buried at a time when 44 extremely bad traveling” forbade 
such services. These rites being purely Masonic, this does not conflict with a former 
ruling (which I hold to be correct,) that a Chapter should not join in the ceremonies 
of the decoration of soldiers’ graves. 

3. The installation of a re-elected H. P. must precede tlfat of his subordinates. 

In tniB jurisdiction, decision number 1 would not hold good, as a Royal Arch. 

Mason cannot be in good standing if he remains for more than six months unaffiliat- 
ed with some Lodge, or contributes thereto a sum equivalent to its monthly dues. 

With reference to these decisions he very pertinently remarks : 44 A better 
knowledge of our law, and especially of former rulings, would have spared the 
Chapters, in most instances, the necessity of submitting questions for decision.” 

He suggests the adoption of a regulation which has long been in force in this 
jurisdiction, viz. : 

That the name of no companion shall be inserted in any charter hereafter issued 
unless his dimission from other membership be first filed with the Grand Secretary. 

In speaking of differences arising among Chapters he very truly says 

Occasionally, these differences arising in Chapters evince a desire for victory, 
rather than peace or right , which invariably tends to mischief. The exercise of more 
masonic charity in non-essentials, would prevent such evils. 

The following are golden words ; let all read and lay them to heart 

You who wear the robes of office and are custodians of the work in your several 
Chapters, yea, all companions within hail of this Grand Chapter, let us individually 
remember that 44 good work,” inside our veils, and good works in our outward walk, 
are alike incumbent on ub. Let intemperance and profanity be unseen and unheard 
among Royal Arch Masons, and may our deeds and dealings comport with our pro- 
fessions. 

The reports of the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, and Grand Scribe, 
show an average degree of zeal and prosperity among the subordinates ; but there 
is still room for improvement. 

The Grand Treasurer reports the amount in the Charity Fund to be $3900 5i, and 
the income from the same (annual we presume) to be applied to charitable purposes 
$396 48. 

We give the following report of the Grand Secretary as an evidence of the growth 
of the Order in the 44 Pine Tree State” 

In presenting my twentieth annual report as your Secretary, I cannot but be 
reminded of the rapid growth of Royal Arch Masonry in this State during the last 
twenty years. 
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In 1854, when I was first elected to this position, there were bat eight Chapters in 
the State, with an aggregate membership of four hundred. There are now thirty-six 
chartered Chapters, and one under dispensation, thirty-five of which return 3562 
members : so that the number of Chapters is more than lour times as many as twenty 
years ago. with an average of about a hundred members to a Chapter, instead of fifty 
as it was then. 

My duties as Secretary the past year have been in the ordinary routine of busi- 
ness, and have been attended to as promptly as I was able. I submit the records for 
examination, and tender my heartfelt thanks to the Grand Chapter for the confidence 
and kindness shown me during my long term of service. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ira Berry, Grand Secretary. 

In the words of the immortal— somebody— 1 "Long may he wave,” to record the 
proceedings of the Grand Bodies he has so long and so faithfully served. 

Comp. Drummond, for the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, submitted the 
following report, which was accepted, and in which we concur : — 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred at the last 
Annual Convocation the decisions of the Grand High Priest, ask leave to report : — 

The first decision cannot be sustained in the general terms in which it is stated, 
though it is correct in the case in which it wsb given. 

In the absence of the High Priest, his powers and duties devolve upon the King, 
and he becomes High Priest for the time being, with the same prerogatives as an 
actual High PrieBt. We find that no distinction is made between the powers, etc., 
of an installed High Priest, and those of an acting High Priest, for the time being. 
It follows, therefore, that when the King or Scribe is properly acting as High PrieBt, 
he may call a special meeting of the Chapter. 

The circumstances and duration of temporary absence are so variable that no 
definite rule can be given. A High Priest may be gone on a voyage at sea for the 
greater part of his term, without removing permanently from the jurisdiction ; under 
the decision no special meeting could be called during hi9 absence : on the other 
hand, if the High Priest should be absent for two days, it would certainly be an 
invasion of bis prerogative for the officer next in rank to call a special meeting to 
perform the ordinary business of the Chapter ; and yet a sadden emergency might 
arise in which it would be necessary to have a special meeting, during a very short 
absence of the High Priest, which the next officer must necessarily call. From these 
considerations, it is evident that the absence of the High Priest gives the power to 
the King, (and the absence of both to the Scribe,) the exercise of which would be 
proper in some cases and improper in other cases. In such cases the officer must 
exercise the power in good faith, at his discretion , subject to his accountability for 
any abuse of it to the governing body. 

The only rule that can be given is : 

No special meeting of a Chapter can be called by any other officer than the High 
Priest, save in his absence ; when he is absent the next officer (of the Council) in 
rank has the power to call special meetings, whenever, in his judgment, the emer* 
gency demands it ; but he is accountable for any improper exercise of the power. 

The Committee on Grievances in this jurisdiction, is a purely ornamental insti- 
tution. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. Stephen J. Young, 
and is an interesting and well prepared paper. He reviews the transactions of thirty - 
two Grand Chapters, but California for some reason is unnoticed. We are at a loss 
to account for this, as three copies of our proceedings were promptly mailed to the 
Grand Secretary. We trust our worthy companion will not bury our proceedings in 
the archives of the Grand Chapter, but give the Committee on Correspondence an 
opportunity to tell his companions what he thinks of us. 

Comp. Young writes an excellent report, and he will excuse us for saying that, 
while under the circumstances , we cannot regret his retirement from the reportoriai 
ranks, we are sorry that we shall hear from him no more. It is not that we love 
Young less, but Drummond more ; and while we bid the former a kindly farewell, we 
welcome the latter with open arms to our family circle once more. 

We consider Comp. Young to be exceedingly lucky to be able to “ stand from 
under ” after getting off the following under the head of District of Columbia. Hear 
him 
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The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Comp. E. B. Mao* 
Grotty, who reviews twenty-five pamphlets, including ours. Comp. M. qaotes lib- 
erally and approvingly from our last report, but differs with os on the question of 
the Tetragrammaton. He says 

“ Right here we wish to call Comp. Young’s attention, and the attention of all 
those who wish to look at sfew more authorities upon that important question, to 
an article in the 1 National Freemason,’ published at Washington, D. C., and edited 
by Comp. A. 6. Mackey, from the pen of Comp. Albert Pike, entitled, ‘The Holy 
Triad: a reply to the Grand Chaplain and Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of Massachusetts,’ which will probably cause Comp. Young to doubt 
the correctness of his own reasoning on the important subject in question ; and also 
to think that he has commented upon the subject without, proper deliberation , and 
without that amount of research which its importance demands, and in order to treat 
it intelligently. We hope Comp. Young will give the learned and talented author of 
that article the credit of having thoroughly and completely exhausted the subject, 
so far as authorities are concerned. Usage aud custom are an entirely different 
light to look upon the question in.” 

Commenting npon the above. Comp. Young gets his gun off as follows : — 

We have read the article referred to, and we acknowledge the learning and ability 
therein displayed, but we are not yet convinced of the correctness of Comp. Pike’s 
reasoning. Solomon sent to Tyre, the metropolis of Baalistic religion; procured a 
workman who had gained his reputation in building the temples of “ Melkarth, Baal 
of Tyre,” and of Asntaroth ; gave him orders to make the cnerubim, which were a 
mere union of a man’s head with the old nature symbols of Assyria and Egypt; and 
last, but not least, commanded him to set up the two brazen pillars, which were 
well-known emblems of the old Baalistic worship, as their names apundantly prove. 

Dr. Emanuel Deutsch, one of the most learned men of this century, and a most 
devout Jew, speaks as follows : — 

“ Pantheism, in the Greek sense, is utterly unknown to the Shemites. Nature ia 
nothing but that which has been begotten, and is ruled absolutely by the one Great 
Absolute Power. And only in the more or less abstract conception of this power 
are found what differences there do exist in the Bemitic creeds in their respective 
stages. There is but one name for this Being : Baal, El, Elohim, Allah, Elyon, 
Astarte-Tanis— meaning one and all of them, Might, Almighty, Omnipotent, the 
Divine Judge— while Jehovah denotes the mercy which revokes and tears up the 
dread decree before it is carried into execution.” ( Lit. Bern, of Dr. Deutsch, page 
160 .) 

The “ wise king ” evidently knew no great distintion between the various religions 
of his day, for he adopted any symbols which pleased him, without any apparent 
sqneamishness as to their source. He saw no antagonism between Bel and El. 
During all this time Solomon was receiving aid from the very king who had invested 
'the worship of Melkarth with a splendor before unknown and built in his capital the 
most masnificent Baalistic temple of antiquity. Solomon was a wise'man, but he 
•was not so well informed &b Comp. Pike, because Solomon evidently had do suspi- 
cion that Baal of Tyre was the devil. 

“ Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country 
And all the wisdom of Egypt,” says the Old Testiraent, but it carefully omits Arkansas! 

Under the head of Maryland he quotes the following from the able Report on 
'Correspondence, by Hkrmon L. Emmons, Jr. 

“ In the case we suggested, it would seem unjust that the member restored in his 
Lodge should be obliged to undergo the ordeal of the ballot in order to be remitted 
to his rights as a Royal Arch Mason. And it is even questionable, in such a case, 
whether a ballot would be necessary in the absence of an express regulation to the 
contrary, to restore him to membership in his Chapter. Of coarse it would be other- 
wise if he had transgressed a regulation of his Chapter, and had been expelled after 
trial.” 

We do not admit this conclusion, and we beg leave to ask a question : A man is 
convicted of adultery and sent to the penitentiary, whereupon bis wife obtains a 
divorce, basing her complaint upon the verdict of the jury. It is subsequently dis- 
covered that the evidence was false, and the man is consequently pardoned and 
restored to his civil rights. Does his restoration to society, ipso facto , confer npon 
him his marital rights ? 

With all due respect to Comp. Young, we must differ from him upon this ques - 
tion. Even with one of Corson’s most powerful microscopes we can discover no 
analogy between the cases cited. A man’s marital rights are not made contingent 
npon his prospective good behavior; his Masonic rights are. The Lodge is the 
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foundation of all Masonry ; take away the foundation and the superstructure of 
necessity falls ; restore the former, and the latter may again be raised by the hands 
which removed it. 

We learn from Comp. Young that he has visited the city of 14 Brotherly Love,” bnt 
found a scarcity of that commodity in the market. He wanted to see the new tern, 
pie, and was graciously accorded permission to take a walk around the block. 
Under the bead of Pennsylvania, he says: — 

The Grand Bodies of that State are literally exclusive , for they excluded us from 
the temple, in spite of all reasonable requests on our part, and informed us that even 
an order from the Grand Master would not procare us admittance. The officials in 
charge, however, kindly permitted us to walk around it — on the outside . If we were 
Grand Master of Pennsylvania, we would either get our powers extended, or else 
exchange places with the ill-mannered man who sat in the Grand Secretary’s office 
on that occasion. 

Will Comp. Thomson rise to explain ? 

Comp. Young thus concludes his excellent report 

We have thus reviewed the proceedings which have been placed in our hands, not 
without the feeling that we were passing over many excellent things in the various 
reports, but our space and time are both limited. With this review we take our leave 
of the corps of reporters ; and before making our final bow, we wish to thank them 
all for the kind words with which they received us, when, as a raw recruit, we made 
our first appearance in the ranks. We have enjoyed the labor ; but other more pres- 
sing duties have obliged us to renounce it from henceforth, and a better man has con- 
sented, not so much to take our place, as to resume his own. 

Number of subordinate Chapters ,'thirty-six; number of Royal Arch Masons, 3562. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Portland. 


MARYLAND. 

The Grand Chapter of Maryland held its Annual Convocation in the city of Bal- 
timore, commencing on the ninth day of November, 1874,— the M.\ E.\ James W. 
Bowers, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ William A. Wentz being 
Grand Secretary. Ten chartered Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a brief but comprehensive paper. He 
reports that nothing of an unpleasant nature has marred the harmony of his official 
term, and consequently he had not been called upon to administer discipline or 
reprimand. As is almost invariably the case, his address contains a touching allus- 
ion to a beloved companion who has finished his life-work, and gone to his reward. 
Comp. Charles Goodwin, Past Grand King of the Grand Chapter, is the subject 
of his fiotice, and a fitting tribute is paid to his memory. 

One feature of his report is bo rarely discovered in the addresses of Grand High 
Priests, that we feel called upon to draw especial attention to it. It is as follows 

Accompanied by one or more of the Grand Officers, I have visited, officially, 
each of the subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction during the year, and it gives me 
pleasure to bear testimony to the cordial manner we, as your representatives, have 
been received ; our advice and instruction have been listended to with attention and 
the companions have expressed their gratification at the presence of the Grand Offi- 
cers, it being an assurance to them, that the Grand Chapter has a lively interest in 
the welfare of her subordinates. 

If the Grand High Priests in general could be brought to a realizing sense of the 
importance of such visits, we should hear less of bickering and strife, less of apathy 
and surrendering of Charters. 

We have no hesitation in endorsing the following : — 

In reading the addresses of Grand High Priests, and the reports of judiciary com- 
mittees of other Grand Chapters, I have found so large a number of legal decisions 
that it appeared as though the companions were much more interested in the law, 
than in tne moral teachings of our beautiful ritual, which inculcates charity, brotherly 
love, friendship, union, fervency and zeal, and parity of life and conduct. 
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I am not an advocate of a multiplicity of laws, having endeavored daring my 
Masonic life to reduce the Jaws governing my intercourse with my brethren and com- 
panions to a very simple code, M whatever is right and just is Masonic — whatever is 
wrong and unjust is unmasonic.” Applying this code to mv actions for a fourth of a 
century, I have avoided any unpleasant difficulty with brethren or companions, 
claiming from that charity towards my failings, that I am willing to grant to theirs, 
if unfortunately they have any, and in accordance with these views I have no legis- 
lation to suggest. 

No better code than the above can be devised ; let conscience be the judge ; and 
governed by such a law the true Mason need never materially err. 

The following resolution was adopted 

Resolved , by this Grand Chapter, that no High Priest elect shall be installed unless 
He is competent to confer the traditional work of all the degrees conferred in a Chap- 
ter of R. A. Masons. 


We think the tinkerers of the Constitution must be hard up for material when 
they propose such an amendment (?) as the following, which, much to our surprise, 
was adopted : — 

No Chapter shall elect for its High Priest, any other than a King, Past King, 
Scribe, Past Scribe, or Past High Priest, unless the Chapter, by death, removal or 
other cause, shall have no member so qualified. 

We believe in selecting for that high and responsible position the man best qual- 
ified to fill it, whether he be King or Past King, Scribe or Past Scribe, or simple 
member. Of all the pernicious doctrines which have crept into Masonry, “rotation 
in office ” is the most damaging. We have seen many a pudding-head placed in high 
official position, which he was no more qualified to fill, than a donkey to write a dis- 
quisition upon the working tools, simply because by some unfortunate accident he 
chanced to be elected to a subordinate place, and it was feared his feelings would 
be wounded if he were dropped. We say, if the Tyler is the man best qualified to 
fill the Oriental Chair, place him in it, and throw among the rubbish the careless, 
ignorant and inefficient, who arc only a dead weight upon the Chapter, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that they may be invested with high-sounding titles. 

Comp. Hekmon L. Emmons, Jr., as usual, presents the Report on Correspondence, 
which is characterized by his usual ability. Thirty-six Grand Chapters pass under 
review and the transactions of each are closely inspected and commented upon. 
California, for 1874, receives kindly notice. He quotes our remarks on Temperance 
and says he read them to his “ better half,” who was graciously pleased to remark • 
“ She thought Mr. Wiooin a nice man and wondered why every Mason didn't do just 
as he advised, for then there might be some reason to hope for one’s husband's 
return from the Chapter meetings by midnight.” While thanking the lady for her 
good opinion, we assure her that it coincides with that long entertained by the 
ladies of this jurisdiction. 

He answers Comp. Young, of Maine, upon the question of restoration, Ac., after 
suspension or expulsion by the Lodge, in the following manner, which meets our 


views, and we concur : — 

Royal Arch Masonry claims as its foundation the Blue Lodge, and therefore very 
properly inflicts without question or trial the penalty meted out by the Symbolic 
Lodge upon an alleged oflender. If the Blue Lodge is satisfied that justice would be 
done by restoring the brother to his former status, and does so, the Chapter can do 
no less, consistent with justice, than to promptly remit the companion to his rights 
without the ordeal of the ballot-box. Butin the case suggested by Comp. Young. 
the law cannot anticipate that a man convicted of the crime referred to might be proven 
innocent, and therefore, does not make a divorce conditional, or provide that in 
case innocence was proved after divorce granted, the divorce should be thenceforth 
a nullity, for years, or even death might intervene before the wrong was righted, 
and of what value would the divorce be to the woman if she could not marry in the 
meantime ? 

Don't you see, Comp. Young, the cases are not parallel? there is a f roman in the 
way in your case, and that’s what’s the matter. 

There are fourteen subordinate Chapters ; aggregate membership 1276. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Balti- 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

The Grand Chapter of the State of Massachusetts pleads guilty to nine Convoca- 
tions during the year 1873, viz. : five special and three quarterly, besides the Annual 
Convocation. The Special Convocations were held for the constitution of new 
Chapters, and at the quarterly Convocations, only business of local interest was 
transacted. 

The Annual Convocation was held in the city of Boston on the ninth day of 
December, 1873, — the M .*. E.\ Alfred F. Chapman, Grand High Priest, presiding, 
the R,\ E.\ Z. H. Thomas being Grand Secretary. 

The morning session was devoted to the exemplification of the work in the 
degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, after which the 
Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment, and the companions repaired 
to the Banqueting Hall, where recuperative material was abnndantly supplied. 

The subsequent proceedings we give in the words of the Grand Secretary 

In the afternoon the Royal Arch Degree was fully exemplified ; the whole being 
*in the presence of the largest annual assemblage of R. A. Masons ever held in this 
jurisdiction, and who gave close attention to its progress and details. Much 
credit is due to the several companions who exemplified the work for the skillful 
and correct manner in which it was rendered, and at the close they were highly 
complimented by the M. E. Grand High Priest. 

At 5 o'clock P. M. the Grand Chapter of Instruction was closed. 

At the evening session, a form of burial service was presented and adopted. The 
service is very beautiful and impressive, but not more bo than that which has long 
been used by the Symbolic Lodges. 

We are opposed, on general principles, to any other Masonic funeral service 
than that used at the burial of a Master Mason. All others are innovations, which 
until within the last fifteen or twenty years were never heard of. All the old 
Masonic works, English and American, provide no place in a funeral procession for 
any but Master Masons ; while on occasions of festivity, such as laying of corner- 
stones, etc., all Masonic grades are assigned their respective positions. 

Death places all upon the same level ; he respects neither rank nor wealth; 
high-sounding titles with him avail nothing ; he places the Sovereign Inspector 
General, the Knight Templar and the Royal Arch, side by side with the Master 
Mason, and together they mingle with their “ kindred dust.’* 

If a brother is to be buried as a Knight Templar, or as a Royal Arch Mason, 
Master Masons would, of course, be debarred from participating, as such, in the 
funeral ceremony ; while if the funeral is conducted under the auspices of the 
Lodge, all grades may participate, for all are Master Masons. 

If we recollect rightly, the first attempt at innovation in this direction was made 
by the Grand Commandery of New York, who adopted a burial service to be used at 
the funeral of a Knight Templar, which was afterwards adopted by the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, and its use enjoined upon the Commanderies 
when one of their members is to be buried as a Knight Templar. 

There may be a shadow of an excuse in this case, as Knights Templar are supposed 
to be Christians, and a brother might desire to have his remains receive Christian 
burial ; but even this might be, and often is, accomplished without the intervention 
of a separate Masonic Ceremony, by uniting the services of the church with those of 
the Lodge, or by holding the church service first and the Masonic afterwards. 

We can see no possible excuse for a separate ceremony for the Royal Arch, except 
a morbid desire to exhibit to the world our pretty scarlet clothes, and publish the 
fact that we are Royal Arch Masons. 

The Grand High Priest delivered (as usual ) an excellent Address, in which we 
find the following cheering words : — 

Notwithstanding the general depression in business, the year past has been the 
most prosperous of any in the history of this Grand Chapter, eight hundred and over 
having been exalted during the time. 
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He thus notices the pilgrimage of Lafayette Chapter, of Washington, D. C., 
through the Canadas : — 

Daring the month of August last, an event occurred, which is perhaps unprece- 
dented in the annals of Royal Arch Masonry. Lafayette Chapter, of Washington. 
D. C., performed a tour through the Canadas, where they received marked and 
brilliant attentions, formed new friendBlups, and 1 doubt not cemented the ties of 
brotherly love and affection which unite us together as brethren, be we of “ what- 
ever country, sect, or opinion.” The route projected, brought them to Boston, on 
their return, and being apprised that King (Jyrus Chapter, of Newburyport, pro- 
posed to honor Lafayette Chapter by inviting it to an entertainment, in their sanctum, 
and to honor itself, in addition, by co-operating with Comp. Bkn Pkrley Poor*. 
who hospitably entertained the companions of both Chapters at Indian Hill Farm, 

I deemed it becoming in me, to see that some attention was paid to the visiting 
Chapter while briefly sojourning in Boston, and was much gratified to find compan- 
ions ready and willing to share the burdens thereunto belouging. 

The visitors came at a season of the year, over which all bodies in Boston had 
adjourned, bat I am sure that they and those who met them will long remember 
the time and the occasion with mutual delight. 

We have no doubt the companions had a good time and that the members of* 
Lafayette Chapter thoroughly enjoyed their visit. We hope none of them sang that 
Ode. It was bad enough to perpetrate that upon foreigners, but to try it on their 
own countrymen would have been too bad. 

We can imagine, for instance, a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons from our sister 
jurisdiction of Canada, on a visit to the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, and after 
that grave and dignified Body had been opened in Ample Form, the visitors rising 
and gravely asking pei mission to sing a song ; and such a song! 

If a man so enthuses and the muses abases as the composer does, is it not 
an evidence that the climax of absurdity has been reached? 

We said we could imagine our Canadian companions doing such a thing. We 
beg their pardon ; we cannot imagine them in any such ridiculous position ; but we 
will suppose such a thing to occur ; no, confound it ! it isn’t a supposable case — 
we give it np : let Comp. Dadmun figure it out. 

The Masonic Temple at Philadelphia receives the following notice 

In September last the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania dedicated to Masonic purposes 
the grandest and most complete Masonic Temple in the world, it being four times 
and eleven-sixteenths larger than our own Temple on the ground plan. 

If our companions of Pennsylvania could only have known this in time, we are 
sure they would have added those other jive- sixteenth a, so as to have made it five 
times as large. This would have given “that ill-mannered man,” who, on one 
occasion, sat in the Grand Secretary’s office, more room for the exercise of bis social 
qualities, iyid would have afforded Comp. Young, of Maine, a better opportunity to 
exercise his pedal extremities in walking around it, “ on the outside.” 

The report of the Finance Committee shows a balance in the treasury of $2560 74, 
and the total assets of the Grand Chapter amount to $S060 74. 

That “ genial reporter,” Comp. John W. Dadmun, again presents ns with an 
excellent Report on Correspondence, albeit he apologizes for its quality, owing to 
the brief period of time he was able to bestow upon it. He says be was limited to 
a few days in its preparation, yet he has given us a report of seventy-five pages, 
containing an able and critical review of the transactions of twenty-seven Grand 
Chapters. California, for 1873, receives kindly notice at his hands. He says the 
Address of Comp. Neff was a good and practical one. One of his decisions however 
was too mnch for Comp. Dadmun’s idea of vested rights ; we refer to the one which 
removed a High Priest from bis office because he was not a member of any Lodge. 

Of this Comp. Dadmun says : — 

The Committee on the address fully sustained this action of. the Grand High 
Priest, and the Grand Chapter concurred. 

We presume this High Priest was a member of the Chapter over which he pre- 
sided, and, if so, why should he be deposed for the want of membership in a Blue 
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Lodge ? If the Grand Constitution in California makes membership in a Bine Lodge 
an absolote prerequisite to holding office in a Chapter, then the action is according 
to their law, but on no other ground can the grave act of deposing this officer be 
sustained for a moment. 

We have been tanght from oar infancy in Masonry that every step we take in the 
institution most be " of onr own free will and accord.” 

Now suppose a brother should prefer the Chapter or Commandery to the Bine. 
Lodge, and should pay all his dues in the last named body and take his dimit, is 
there aoy thing dishonorable in it ? Has he violated any obligation that properly 
belongs to Masoury? We think it would be better for every brother to belong to 
some Lodge, bnt we do not believe that Masonry is an iron bedstead on which we 
most be stretched if too short, or cut ojf if too long. 

After examining a little farther he ascertains what the law is, and expresses his 
astonishment that the doctrine should be tolerated, that a Royal Arch Mason should 
be suspended from all the rights and privileges of the Order without trial, for the 
non-payment of his dues. 

We have written so much upon this subject that we are well nigh tired of it. 
The Grand Lodge of California has decreed the non-payment of dues to be a Masonic 
misdemeanor, and the penalty prescribed therefor is suspension. The law in Buch 
cases made and provided is as follows 

Sbc. 11. No Lodge Bhall expel a member for the non-payment of his dues; but, 
in case any member shall have refused or neglected to pay his regular dues during a 
period of six months, he shall be notified by the Secretary that, unless at the next 
stated meeting either his dues be paid or sickness or inability to pay be shown as the 
cause of such refusal or neglect, he will be suspended from all the rights and privil- 
eges of Masonry, If neither of these things be done he shall, at such stated meeting, 
be declared by the Master to be so suspended, unless, for special reason shown, the 
Lodge shall remit his dues or grant him further time for their payment; but any 
Mason thus suspended, who shall at any time pay the arrearages due at the time of 
his suspension, together with such further dues as would, had he retained his mem- 
bership, have accrued against him to the date of such payment, or who shall have 
had such arrearages and does remitted by his Lodge, shall by either of these acts be 
restored. 

The law makes no distinction between suspension for non-payment of dues and 
suspension for any other cause ; and we would ask Comp. Dadiiun if, knowing a 
companion to be suspended from all the rights and privileges of Masonry by his 
Lodge, he could consistently hold Masonic intercourse with him in the Chapter? 

This will explain why the Grand High Priest declared the High Priest of Temple 
Chapter ineligible, and will also account for the conduct of the High Priest aforesaid, 
who chose rather to comply with the law, than lay down the insignia of his office, 
and, having complied, he was promptly re-elected, and has made a zealous and 
faithful officer. The Lodge iB the fouudation upon which the Chapter is erected. It 
is there where all the real work of Masonry 1 b accomplished; it is there where the 
charities of the Order are dispensed, the needy and distressed relieved, the sick 
ministered unto, and the dead buried. 

The work of the Lodge requires time, money and personal service, and we have 
no respect for the Mason who leaves his brethren to bear the “ heat and burden of 
the day,” and, quietly esconcing himself beneath the shadows of the Royal Arch, 
coolly says to the faithful worker, “ stand back, for I am holier than thou.” 

We don’t believe in encouraging drones in the Masonic hive, but say unto all such, 
either fish or cut bait. 

We had occasion last year to call attention to the custom which obtains in Mas- 
sachusetts, of transacting the business of the Chapter in any of the degrees in which 
they may be at work. 

Comp. Lockwood, of Connecticut, agreed with us, that the regular business should 
only be transacted in a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. Comp. Dadxck is open to 
conviction, for he says : — 

We will now say that we personally agree with Comps. Lockwood and Wiggin, 
but the practice of this jurisdiction has always been to the contrary. 

With reference to the practice of making Masons at sight, he says 
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We, too. wonld like “ more light” on this subject Will some of the advocates of 
the “sight” business volunteer to give us the law, or even the “ tradition” touching 
this subject ? 

He thus compliments (?) Comp. Miles, of Illinois 

Massachusetts receives a very fraternal notice. Comp. Miles has a glorious fac- 
ulty of giving a clear and well-arranged synopsis of Grand Chapter Proceedings. He 
has a terrible aversion to expressing,— at least in his reports, — any opinions of his 
own. Perhaps we should say, he will sometimes give an opinion, but he will not 
give any reasons for it. For example : in speaking of the address of Comp. John P. 
Little, at the formation of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, he says : He advises 
the Grand Chapter not to become members of the General Grand Chapter, in which 
we think he errs .” Amen. So do we. 

There is one thing certain, and that is, Comp. Miles is always courteous and 
impartial— he never slops over. 

We do wish some of these non-committal companions would slop over once in a 
while ; it would be such a pleasure to clean up after them. 

Under the head of Kansas, he thus speaks of the use of substitutes 

Two facts Comp. Carr mnst admit The first iB, that a large majority of the 
Grand Chapters believe that the use of substitutes is not a violation of the obligation 
of a Royal Arch Mason, and therefore allow their use. The other is, that the General 
Grand Chapter has declared “ that the use of substitutes is not a violation of the 
Ritual of Royal Arch Masonry , or the Installation Charges delivered to a High 
Priest” 

Again, if all who are exalted with substitutes are illegally exalted, how can 
Comp. Caur fellowship them as Royal Arch Masons? Must they not be healed be- 
fore they can be legally recognized? “ Facts are stubborn things.” 

Personally, we should prefer to have the wording of the ritual changed so that 
there could be no apparent conflict. In Massachusetts we have no law on the sub- 
ject, because the use of substitutes has the degrees out of time should never be 
given except in cases of extreme necessity. 

We give Comp. Dadmcn’s closing remarks, which meet our views exactly, and then 
we must regretfully leave him, for we have much yet to do 

In conclusion we should like to say a few things in regard to the Reports on Cor- 
respondence, if our companions will not think us egotistical. A very few seem to 
think they are getting to be too voluminous, and consequently expensive ; others 
say give us full reports. 

We believe they mav be made popular, if we only take the medium ground. 
This can be done by making short, pithy extracts and comments, except in special 
cases where all will readily see the propriety of an extended notice. We do not 
think extracts should be made merely for the sake of having it said, “ he quoted 
largely ” from this or that report or address. Long extracts are seldom read. 

By all means do not give us a mere skeleton, but clothe it with sinews and 
arteries, and send the life-blood coursing through its veins, so that it will speak and 
sparkle like a thing of life. A skeleton is only fit to be buried, unless you want to set 
it up in a museum as a matter of curiosity. 

Number of Chapters, sixty-four ; aggregate membership, 8268. 

The Grand High PrieBt and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address : 
Boston. 


MINNESOTA. 

The Grand Chapter of Minnesota held its thirteenth Annual Convocation in the 
city of St. Paul on the twenty-fifth day of June, 1874, — the M.\ E.\ James N. Castle, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the R. % . E.\ E. D. B. Porter being Grand Secretary. 
Twenty-one subordinate Chapters were represented. 

From an excellent Address by the Grand High Priest we learn that the Order in 
Minnesota is in a highly prosperous and flourishing condition. He says : — 

While the year that is past has been marked by disasters on flood and field, and 
by pestilence, and suffering and want, in some of our sister jurisdictions, by finan- 
cial embairassments, permeating largely all the material interests and industries of 
our country, we have occasion for deep and lasting gratitude that this jurisdiction 
has escaped almost untouched— that <( our lines have fallen in' pleasant places.” 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1875.] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


501 


While the progress of the Order has been marked by its usual activity, so far as 
I am advised it has been uniformly harmonious. No irregularities in subordinate 
Chapters have been reported, and no occasion presented for exemplary discipline. 

Eight dispensations to form new Chapters were granted during the year. 

Under the head of “ suggestions,” the Grand High Priest discourses in the follow- 
ing sensible strain : — 

There is a growing tendency in the Masonic world to captions criticism and 
unprofitable disputation. This should never be tolerated. Too much law is a bane 
to any society— an absolute curse to an institution such as ours. Wrangling over 
questions of a merely technical character, besides being wholly unprofitable, is 
necessarily subversive of that harmony that should ever reign in our councils, and 
without which our institution, ancient, memorable, and beneficent as it is, will in the 
end result in an inglorious failure. Save when the same may involve some question 
of immemorial custom, that had its origin in the ancient practices and usages of the 
Order, there is but little in capitular or symbolic Masonry that calls for the applica- 
tion of technical roles or subtle distinctions. In the ordinary duties of Masonic 
bodies, few questions arise that cannot readily be determined by a careful examina- 
tion of the Constitutions, By-Laws, and decisions of our own jurisdiction. The 
practice of permitting the application of technical rules to the exclusion of sub- 
stantial justice cannot be too strongly condemned. It has no part or lot in the insti- 
tution of Freemasonry. One of the most eminent jurists of the world has recorded 
that a disputed queston, determined by the application of common-sense and the 
obvious teachings of equity and good conscience, would be found to conform to the 
well established principles of law. 

He recommends that the Chapters be districted and that each district be assigned 
to one of the four principal officers, whose duty it shall be to visit each Chapter in 
his district at least once a year, and report its condition to the Grand High Priest. 
An excellent suggestion, and so thought the Grand Chapter, for a resolution to that 
effect was adopted. 

From the following report by the Committee on Jurisprudence, we most emphati- 
cally dissent 

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence would report that they have consid- 
ered so much of the address of the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest as relates to Masonic 
usage, and judge that his decision, “that a companion may belong to a regular or 
chartered Chapter, and to a Chapter U. D,, M is correct. We believe that a compan- 
ion can at one time belong to all Chapters to whose membership he has been form- 
erly regularly elected. 

We also agree with the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest that it is necessary to prefer 
charges regularly against delinquents for non-payment of dues before they can be 
stricken from the rolls or suspended. The whole matter of dues in Masonry is a 
modern innovation. The old rule was, “ once a Mason always a Mason.” and we are 
of the opinion that the utmost care and discretion should be exercised by Chapters 
ere they deprive companions of the privileges of the order for an infringement of 
their Bv-Laws requiring annual dues. We are also of the opinion that it is best to 
leave the matter of the time which shall elapse before a petition for the degrees can 
for the second time be presented to a Chapter to the Chapter receiving the petition, 
aud would not advise the adoption of any rule by this Grand Body regulating this 
matter. 

That portion of the report relative to membership in Chapters anywhere and 
everywhere was adopted ; the latter portion relative to non-payment of dues was 
not. There is saving grace in that Grand Chapter yet. Our objection to the portion 
of the report adopted is, that it is liable to give rise to unpleasant complications. 

No man can consistently hold two or more allegiances. We remember an instance 
in the early history of Masonry in California, before the present Constitution was 
adopted which forbids dual membership, of a Mason who was Master of a Lodge in 
this jurisdiction, and during his term of office it was discovered that he had been 
expelled several years before by a Lodge in an eastern State, from which he had 
never dimitted. 

It is due to the party expelled, to say that he did not know of his expulsion, bnt> 
had he not held membership in two LodgcB, we should not have been called upon to 
record the anomaly of an expelled Mason presiding as Master of a regular Lodge. 

The Committee on Grievances presented the following unique report 
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Yoar Committee on Grievance* take pleasure in reporting that, although every 
ooe is 4 * in a sweat,” all is cool. No matters have been referred to the committee 
for adjustment. 

The Grand Secretary explains in a foot-note that the mercury was trying to stand 
at about 100° in the shade. 

They do some funny things in Minnesota, as witness the following : — 

Comp. Merrell was proceeding to install the remaining Grand Officers, when 
Comp. Pierson objected to the installation of Comp. Combs as Deputy Grand High 
Priest, on the ground that he was ineligible. 

The protest of Comp. Pierson was ordered to be spread upon the record. The 
Grand High Priest then installed Comp. Combs and all the other Grand Officers, ex- 
cept Comp. Webb, Grand Chaplain, and Comp. Bronson, Grand Captain of the Host, 
who were not present. 

The following is Comp. Pierson’s protest:— 

“ To the M.\ E.\ G. R. A . G. of Minnesota 

“The undersigned, Past Grand High Priest of this Grand Chapter, believing that 
it a well established law of Masonry that an elective officer must be a member of 
the body in which he is elected to office, respectfully presents to this body his objec- 
tion to the installation of Corap. W. S. Combs as Deputy Grand High Priest, for the 
reasons:— 

1st. He has never been constitutionally a member of this body ; and 

2d. He has never been either High Priest, King, or Scribe of a subordinate 
Chapter. 

The undersigned disclaims all personal feeling in the matter, but puts his objec- 
tion solely upon what he believes to be the establishing of a precedent fraught with 
danger to Koyal Arch Masonry ; and further gives notice that the subject matter 
shall be presented to the General Grand Chapter of the United States of America. 

Fraternally. 

A. T. C. Pierson, P. G. H. P. 

We believe the point of order to be well taken. We do not know what action, if 
any, the General Grand Chapter took upon the matter, but we believe Comp. Pierson 
to be clearly right in his view of the case. 

We come now to the Report on Correspondence, and in looking over to see who 
wrote it, we hesitate and rub our spectacles, to make sure that our visual organs 
have not “ gone back on ob.” No, it is a reality ! our eyeB do not deceive us. Here 
is that 44 old fogy ” Pierson at the front again. Well, who would have thought it, 
after the row he raised last year? 

Looking back to the Address of the Grand High Priest, we find under the head of 
'* charters granted.” the following:— 

For reasons that were highly creditable to himself. Comp. E. D. B. Porter, on 

the day of last, tendered his resignation as chairman of the Committee 

on Foreign Correspondence, and recommended the appointment of Comp. A. T. C. 
Pierson in his stead. I accepted his resignation, and made the appointment recom- 
mended. The large Masonic experience and undoubted ability and integrity of the 
companion appointed is a sufficient guarantee that the very important and onerous 
duties of that position have been well performed. 

We are not surprised that Comp. Porter should have done something 44 highly 
creditable to himself,” but what has become of the 44 ring? ” 

We presume that Comp. Pierson, having worked a sufficient time under (afflicting) 
dispensation, has now obtained a charter, and will become a permanent institution. 
Well, for our part, we do not hesitate to say we are right glad of it. We like 
Comp. Pierson, because he has opinions of his own, and does not hesitate to expren 
them. We cannot always agree with him, but we invariably read his reports from 
beginning to end, and feel that the time has been profitably spent. 

Comp. Pierson will excuse us for calling him an * 4 old fogy as he adopted the 
name himself, and denounced us as ditto, he can find no fault on this score. He 
reviews the transactions of thirty-three Grand Chapters, many of them for two 
years, in an able and interesting manner, noting everything of general interest and 
freely commenting upon such portions as met his disapproval. California, for 1873, 
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receives courteous notice. He notices the action of our Grand High Priest in remov- 
ing a High Priest from office, as follows 

He reports having declared the office of High Priest vacant, because the incum- 
bent was an unaffiliated Master Mason. The Grand Chapter sustained his action. 
All right, provided the Grand Constitution requires that officers of Chapters should 
be contributing members of a Lodge ; but if the Constitution is silent on the mat- 
ter, then we hold the decision wrong. 

We can assure Comp. Pierson that the action of our Grand High Priest was 
strictly in accordance with the law. 

Of our report of 1873, he speaks in complimentary terms, and says further : — 

. We have marked severul paragraphs in this report which would not only please 
"us to present to our Grand Chapter, but would gratify our companions, but we have 
only one copy, and that we want to preserve for future reference. 

We have only one copy of the proceedings of Minnesota, but we are not going 
to be debarred from appropriating the good things we find there on that account, 
but will slash away right and left and trust to luck for another copy. 

Under the head of Florida, Comp. Pierson gives us his views on the Temperance 
qoestion, as follows 

“ Expressions of Grand High Priests,” “ actions of Most Excellent Grand Chap- 
ters,” or 11 Reports on Correspondence ” can not change laws made before either 
had an existence. 

In neither the “Ancient Charges” or “ O. B.’s” is there a word prescribing what 
business a Mason may or may not pursue ; he is to conform to and obey the laws of 
the land. 

It i** not fair to stigmatize one as an “ apologist ” for the “ rumseller ” who claims 
that whether a Mason is a wholesale merchant, druggist, hotel, saloon, or restaurant 
keeper. Masonry has nothing to do. And we hold further that Masons as such have 
no right to denounce their brethren who may be so unfortunate as to be engaged in 
a business in which the sale of rum forms a part or the whole. 

If we had the power, not a drop of fermented liquors of any kind should be man- 
ufactured. We believe that the whole category of fermented liquors are poisonous 
to the human system and deleterious when given as a medicine ; that even the oc- 
casional use is sowing the seed of disease which will and must grow fruit. 

While Masonry makes no discrimiuotion, yet we, in the exercise of our individual 
rights, would. 

We are a couvert to the “ touch not, taste not, handle not ” persuasion, and wish 
that all mankind, but more particularly the brethren, were with us; but all that is 
outside of Masonry. 

We believe that so far as Masonry is concerned it is just as much a violation of 
its teachings to indulge at all as it is to go further ; the common drunkard is but a 
little in advance of the “obliviousness” found at convivial assemblages, and he to 
the “ mellowness” obtained at the club, or social gathering at the hotel, and he to 
the occasional drinker who imbibes only when meeting with long-absent friends. 8o 
far as the old law of Masonry goes, it makes no grades ; it inculcates temperance 
for three assigned reasons, and there stops. It does not preach teetotalism, nor yet 
does it encourage drinking, whatever individuals may do. 

We believe that this lugging in ^temperance lectures into Masonic addresses, 
reports, resolutions, etc., is all wrong; leave the whole subject just where the 
fathers left it ; but as individuals each has the right to “ pitch in ” — but then let the 
practice conform, remembering that the social drinker is only a little behind the 
poor imbecile drunkard. 

We are not sure but we are liable to the same criticism that we have dealt out to 
others ; but we can’t help it ; we want to see the whole liquor traffic abolished— mak- 
ing, selling, or drinking. But we are opposed to “ new departures” in Masonry; we 
are opposed to saddling the job on the Masonic Fraternity as such. 

We have always labored under the impression that one of the cardinal objects of 
Masonry was to improve the morals, and to inculcate temperance, fortitude, pru- 
dence, and justice ; and, holding these views, we believe Masonry has something to do 
with the temporal business in which her votaries are engaged. No one will have the 
hardihood to deny that the indulgence in intoxicating drinks is the prime cause of 
a majority of all the sorrow, suffering, indigence, and crime that curses humanity at 
the present day ; and shall we, as members of an Order founded upon the great 
principles of morality and brotherly love, sit supinely by and see our brethren) day 
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by day, go down to destruction under the malign influence of rum, and say that, with 
him who dispenses the poison, “ Masonry has nothing to do? ” The gambler and 
the brothel keeper, should they apply at our portals for admission, must not be 
denied, for with their business Masonry has nothing to do, so long as the laws of the 
land are not infringed. Is there no moral law by which Masons are bound? 

A Mason who does not possess the first of the cardinal virtues, temperance, can 
have but little fortitude, less prudence, and does justice neither to himself or the 
Order. We think that the “ logging in of temperance lectures into Masonic address, 
es, reports, resolutions, etc.,” is all right , and will have a beneficial effect in helping 
to crush out the practice of indulging in strong drink, all too prevalent among 
Masons. • 

Under the head of Louisiana, Comp. Pibbson gets off some of his old fogy no- 
tions, in which we fully concur. He says 

We believe in old customs, old usages, and the laws ; even if we dislike the law, 
we feel bound to be governed by it until changed. For instance, we believe that to 
be eligible to office in a Masonic Body, the brother or companion must be a member 
of the body. 

Again, we believe that one should have been High Priest of a subordinate Chap- 
ter to render him eligible te the office of Grand High Priest. 

Again, we believe that a proxy must be— in accordance with the law of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter — a member of the Chapter which he represents ; and we do not 
believe that it is in accordance with Masonic usage, and therefore it is illegal, after 
one has been recognized aB a proxy in violatiou of the law, to elect him to position 
in the Grand Council, and one who bad never held office in the Council of a subor- 
dinate Chapter. 

He wants the opinions of the reportorial corps upon the following propositions : — 

1st. Is a Royal Arch Mason, not a member of the Grand Body and who has never 
held office in a subordinate Council, eligible to office in the Grand Council ? 

2d. Are any but Past or Present High Priests eligible to the office of Grand High 
Priest ? 

3d. If, during installation, when the proclamation is made “ that if any have ob- 
jections, Ac., present them now,” written objections claiming a violation of custom, 
usage, law, are made, what is the duty of the installing officer ? 

4th. If the objections are unheeded, ignored, should the objector tamely submit, 
pass it all over ; or appeal to the companions generally for their opinion, to the end 
that the weight of opinions would sustain or crush the objector? 

We give our opinion for what it is worth. To the first proposition we answer, 
No. To the second, ditto. To the third, our opinion is, that the installing officer 
should heed the objection unless he deems it absolutely frivolous, and postpone the 
installation of the officer objected to, until the merits of the case could be heard and 
determined. 

Relative to the fourth proposition, we would say, in the elegant language of the 
fisherman to his apprentice : “ Toot your horn, if you don’t sell a clam.” 

Under the head of Missouri, he says 

In the proceedings we find twenty-one pages of what purports to be a Report on 
Foreign Correspondence ; but there is no Gouley ” about it but the signature — 

“ Hold on ! ” there iB a little sentence in the commencement that sounds natural— 
here is a “ condensed report, how do you like it?” 

We much prefer Gouley’s reports, albeit he often omits Minnesota, as in this 
instance. He evidently is meeting with some of our experiences. We wager that 
next year he will make a report. Neither Missouri or the rest of mankind can afford 
“condensed reports ’’ from Gouley. 

As we predicted last year, our companions of Missouri didn’t want any more 
condensed in theirs, and this year Gouley expands to his normal proportions. 

We give Comp. Pierson’s closing remarks, which have the ring of true metal, 
and leave him, with our best wishes for his welfare and prosperity : — 

It was our intention on commencing this report to remark somewhat upon our 
” conclusion ” of last year. The “second sober thought” comes in and says, let 
“ bygones be bygones”; again, “ the least said is soonest mended.” Our companions 
at home understand the matter, and that is all that is at present required. The 
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culmination will be at the General Grand Chapter ; with their action we propose to 
be conteut. 

And finally, companions, we congratulate you on the fact that peace and harmony 
reign in all the jurisdictions. The only ripple is in our own. Grievance Committees 
have had nothing to do, and General Chapters little else than routine business to 
transact. The questions that are engaging the attention of the reporters are being 
discussed so courteously and fraternally that promises, if unanimity is not reached, 
no unpleasantness will be engendered. 

There are thirty chartered Chapters in this jurisdiction, having an aggregate 
membership of 1471. 

The M.\E.\ Silas R. Merrill was elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\E.\ 
E. D. B. Porter was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : St. Paul. 

MISSOURI. 

The Grand Chapter of Missouri held its Annual Convocation in the city of Saint 
Louis on the eighth day of October, 1874,— the M.\ E.\ Xenophon Rtland, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E,\ George Frank Goulby being Grand Secretary. 

We are a little mixed as to the number of this Convocation. On the cover it ap- 
pears as the twenty-eighth, while upon the title-page, and also upon page three, it 
is called the thirty-eighth. We presume however that twenty-eight is the correct 
number, and that either Comp. Goulet or the printer has got ten years ahead of 
time. Fifty chartered Chapters were represented at the opening. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an excellent Address, in which he says 

There is no disturbing element in our jurisdiction. Yet there is danger in the 
fact that we do not all entertain proper conceptions of the duties that rest upon us 
as Masons. It is an elevating acquirement to possess a knowledge of our beautiful 
Ritual, and to be able properly to impart that knowledge to others ; but he only is 
the true Mason, and fully understands hiB mission here, who is influenced by the 
truths and principles inculcated by tl.e Institution of Masonry in his daily ‘walk 
through life. This is an individual work. No one can represent us in the drama of 
life. Each has his work to do, and he only meets the obligation resting upon h : m 
that devotes all the energies of his soul to the task. 

Four decisions were rendered, which we deem of general interest to the Craft, 
and we therefore give them in full. In our opinion they are all characterized by 
good sound common sense, and are in accordance with Masonic law and nsage f 
except number two, from which we must dissent. Had the brother received no 
degree, the case would have presented a different aspect ; but having taking the 
Mark Master's degree we hold that he has acquired certain Masonic rights which 
cannot be abrogated by a simple objection, without cause assigned. Were it other- 
wise, great injustice might easily be done to a worthy brother through the personal 
pique or malice of some one individual. Having been duly elected and received 
one degree, the Chapter is in honor bound to give him the remainder, unless for 
good cause shown he shall be found unworthy to receive them. 

Under the decision in question, any member of the Chapter, to gratify a personal 
spite, might hold a worthy brother in abeyance for a lifetime without assigning any 
cause for his objection, thus placing the applicant in a worse position than if he had 
been black-balled in the first instance ; for then, after the expiration of a certain 
period, he wonld have the privilege of trying again; whereas, in the present 
instance, there is no hope for him until the objection or the objector is removed. 

We think the practice in this jurisdiction to be a far more just and equitable one. 
An objection made to an applicant for the degrees, after being elected, but before 
any degree has been conferred, has the same effect as a black-ball, and the objector 
is not required to give his reasons for the objection ; but after a degree has been con- 
ferred upon him, and objection be made to his advancement, such objection must be 
referred to a committee, with power to inquire into the cause thereof, who shall, at 
the next stated meeting, (unless further time be given) report thereon ; and upon 
the reception of their report, if no cause for the objection has been assigned, or if 
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the caose assigned be, In the opinion of tiro* thirds of the members present, not a 
valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the degree in the same manner as if 
no objection had been made. Following are the decisions : — 

I. — During the year it became necessary for me to decide whether or not it was 
necessaay for a companion to have served as King or Scribe, before he conld be 
elegible to the office of High Priest. Our law is silent on this subject. Yet, from 
my best information, no such pre-requisite has ever been required in this jurisdiction. 
I did not see any necessity for it, and believing that a contrary ruling to the prevalent 
custom would have created trouble and contusion in the Chapters, many of them 
having already elected and installed their officers, J decided the question in the 
negative. 

WHAT IS A VALID OBJECTION? 

IL-A was dulv elected to receive all the degrees of the Chapter, and was 
advanced to the degree of Mark Master. A member of the Chapter, without any 
reasons therefor, made a verbal objection to the High Priest against A’s farther 
advancement. This was not done in open Chapter, nor is the objection, with name 
of objector, a matter of record. The objection thus made was entertained by the 
High Priest, and the advancement of A prevented. 

An appeal being made from this action, 1 decided that an objection to advance- 
ment must be made in open Chapter by the objector, if present, or by some com- 
panion authorized to act for him, and in his name, if absent. The fact of objection, 
with the name of the obiector, must be duly recorded in the minutes to be valid. 
The objection may be made verbally or in writing, but the objector can not be com- 
pelled to give his reasons therefor. Harmony is the strength and beauty of our 
institution, and to require anything farther to be done in such cases will be but sow* 
ing seed of discord among companions. That this right may be abused, is not the 
fault of our principles, but the neglect of them. Tn this case I directed the High 
Priest to notify the objector of this decision, and that unless be, after due notice, 
made his objection a matter of record in accordance therewith, his objection should 
be treated as a nullity and the candidate allowed to proceed. If properly made, the 
objection to remain in force so long as the objector refuses to withdraw it and 
remains a member of the Chapter. 

III. — Nine Regular Royal Arch Masons constitute a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 
A Chapter canuoi be regularly opened or closed unless there be present at least nine 
Royal Arch Masons. The Chapter cannot remain open for the transaction of auy 
business unless there be present nine Royal Arch Masons, five of whom most be 
members of the Chapter to constitute a quorum for business. 

IV. — R. W. Crawford was a member of Springfield Chapter, No. 15, at tlie time 
its charter was surrendered during the war. Not having obtained a dimit, as pro- 
vided by law, when the Chapter was restored he was still a member of said Chapter. 
Bat in this case, the members of said Chapter were required to enroll thsmselves as 
such before they were regarded as membeis. Coiup. Crawford requested to be 
enrolled as a member, but never after paid auy dues. He was tried by the Chapter 
on the charge of disobeying summons, was acquitted of the charge, and on appeal 
to this Grand Body in 1*73 the action of the Chapter was declared null and void. 
No further trial was had in the case, for want of notice to the companion. 

Comp. Crawford denied that he ever authorized his name to be enrolled as a 
member of the Chapter after the restoration of the charter, and prior to his decease 
had been a non-affiliated Master Mason for six or eight years. He openly and pub- 
licly renounced his allegiance to and denounced the institution of Masonry. In 
Febraary last he was taken Bick at Neosho, in this State, and until his death wa a 
cared for by Tyrian Chapter, and buried with Masonic honors. Tyrian Chapter 
had noticed sufficient to be put on inquiry as to the relations sustained to the Order 
by the deceased, and without any notice to or authority from Springfield Chapter, 
when such notice might have been given in an hour’s time, incurs a debt of some 
one hnndred dollars, and presents the bill to Springfield Chapter for payment. And 
on the refusal of said Chapter to pay the bill, the question was referred to me. 

There is no such thing as Chapter burial. As a uon-affiliated Mason, Comp. Craw- 
ford had forfeited ail claims upon our Order for its benefits. Having renounced 
and denounced Masoury, he had no claim to Masonic chanty. Destitute and in want, 
it was noble in the members of 7 x yrian Chapter to befriend him. I am opposed to 
the principle which will permit one Masouic B dy to constitute itself the financial 
agent of another without any authority or consent, especially when such authority 
may be obtained in a very short time if circumstances warrant it. If it becomes a 
settled principle that no Chapter ought to exercise its charity without the right to 
demand remuneration therefor, Masonic charity will be as sounding bras* or a tink- 
ling cymbal. Under the circumstances surrounding this case, 1 decided that Tyrian 
Chapter had no legal demand against Springfield Chapter for the expenses incurred 
by it in behalf of Comp. Cbawford. 
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Comp. Hyland Bays 1 4 there is no such thing as Chapter burial.” What will our 
companions of Massachusetts Bay to that ? He evidently does not believe it judicioos 
to exercise all the powers with which a Grand High Priest may be endowed, as 
witness the following, which meets our fullest approbation 

Numerous applications were made to me for permission to confer degrees on 
candidates who had not resided under the jurisdiction of the Chapters for at least one 
year. The authority to grant this permission is fouud in section 11. page 13, of the 
Constitution. The exercise of this power might jeopardise the peace and harmony 
existing between this and other jurisdictions, and be fraught with evil to Masonry 
itself. One year’s residence is short enough. 1 denied the application, and believe 
so much of said section as refers to this power ought to be repealed. 

The Committee oh Grievances report one case of appeal from the action of a 
Chapter suspending a member for the period of ten years. Action sustained. In 
this jurisdiction we have no definite suspensions. 

The demise of two venerable fathers in Masonry is announced and feeling tributes 
paid to their memory, viz. : Past Grand High Priest James W. 8. Mitchell, aged 
about seventy-three years. He was the first Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Chapter of Missouri, and for nearly half a century, says the Grand High Priest, his 
life and energies were devoted to the cause of Masonry. Past Grand High Priest 
John D. Daggett, aged eighty years, and who for nineteen years occupied the 
responsible position of Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter. From the mourning 
page dedicated to his memory, we learn that “at the time of his death he was the 
last surviver of the Convention which formed the Grand Lodge of Missouri_his 
death broke the last link which bound the Masonic present with the dead past.” 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by the Grand Secretary, Comp. 
Geobge Frank Gouley, and we are pleased to find thnt Goulky is himself again. 
It was a huge hoax he perpetrated on the Grand Chapter last year in the presenta- 
tion of his “condensed report," and we feel sure the condensing process will not 
again be brought into requisition. Thirty-five Grand Chapters pass in review, and 
three bring up the rear, too late for inspection. California, for 1874, receives cour- 
tous notice. He quotes our resolution requiring High Priests elect to procure a cer- 
tificate from the Grand Lecturer, or somebody else, that he is competent to dis- 
charge his duties before he can be installed, and says of it 

These are “ pretty tight papers," and we think the Grand Lecturer will have to 
be almost omnipresent, or else the Chapters will have to resort to the re-election of 
those who have heretofore “ passed muster." 

We are inclined to agree with Comp. Gouley, that the “ papers are rather tight," 
and the sooner we get rid of that regulation the better. Comp. Gouley i'b strong on 
the question of “sub-heads." We should like to oblige him, but we do not like to 
spoil the beauty of our typography by the introduction of ugly sub heads, which 
look like big stone heaps on a shaven lawn ; besides, it is against the law in Califor- 
nia to put a head on anything that is endowed with life . 

In his review of Virginia, he extracts from the Report on Correspondence the 
following : — 

Under the head of California, he takes the following view relative to dimits from 
defunct Chapters : — 

We observe that the Grand Chapter, by resolution , remitted the dues of three 
several companions, former members of now extinct subordinates, and restoring 
them, by the same resolve, to all the rights and benefits of the Order — in one instance 
ordered a dimit to be issued. I'oes not the demise of a Chapter, except it be in 
debt, remit all dues? From what will the dimit from the Grand Chapter dimit the 
applicant? Will it be from member»hip to the Grand Chapter? If not, can it be 
from the extinct subordinate? We have always regarded a dimit as evidence, prima 
facie , that the companion was in good standing, and clear on the Treasurer’s book 
at the period of its issuance, to relieve any other Chapter' of which he may subse- 
quently become a member, from the assumption of any dues to his former Chapter. 
Will the remission by the Grand Chapter have that effect? Has the Grand Chapter, 
in fine, the power to interpose with the family arrangements of a subordinate, even 
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though that subordinate be Masonieally dead ? The Grand Chapter can, under 
certain well known regulations, issue a diploma, which, in our jurisdiction, is taken 
as collaUral evidence. It appears to us, the next nearest, geographically, subor- 
dinate Chapter to the residence of the party would have jurisdiction over him and 
that body, and not the Grand Chapter, the proper tribunal to restore rights and 
grant dimits. 

This Comp. Gouley answers so fully and pertinently, that we give his own words, 
being satisfied that we could not do it better ourself. The form is substantially the 
same as that used in this jurisdiction 

We are rather inclined to think that our good companion has got this thing a 
little mixed. Let us see. 

In the first place, Chapters are chartered by a Grand Chapter, and when they 
cease to exist, their charters, seals, books, accounts and property revert back to the 
Grand Body as a matter of right, it being the only heir and custodian of the same. 
It is its duty to collect up all arrearages, etc., and to pay off legitimate bills, and to 
certify to the Masonic character and standing of the late members, in order that 
they may affiliate with other Chapters. Such at least has always been the Iaw and 
usage in this jurisdiction. 

John Smith was a member of Chapter No. 1, when it died. He was, and is still, 
poor, and in order to get a certificate he must pay up what he owes, but being 
unable to do this, the Grand Body remits its dues. This puts him square on the 
books of that Chapter, and as such he is granted a dimit, not from the Grand Chap- 
ter, but from No. 1. 

Companion Isaacs suggests a way, viz., to give him a “ diploma/’ which, for 
affiliation, would not be worth a row of pins. Then he suggests putting him uuder 
the jurisdiction of the Chapter nearest to where he resides, which may be four thou- 
sand miles off, and where his Chapter account is no more known than is the private 
life of Shakespeare by the great race horse " Fellow Craft." From the fact that 
Companion Isaacs has been compelled to suggest “some way,” is rather good evi- 
dence that his State has no fixed or well defined law on the subject, and for the ben- 
efit of all concerned we herewith publish the form of our Grand Chapter dimits:— 


Grand Secretary's Office, 

Grand Chapter of Missouri. 
Saint Louis lt>7 


\ 


To all to whom these Presents shall come , Greeting : — 

This will certify, that Comp 

was a member, in good standing, of Chapter, No, 

of County, Mo. Said Chapter having ceased to exist, and he hav- 

ing paid up all dues, this Dimit is granted to said companion, and he is recommended 
to the fraternal regards of all Chapters and Masons, wherever dispersed. 

Given nnder my hand and the seal of the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of 
Missouri, the date above written. 

Grand Secretary . 

Come, dear companion, recommend this law to your Grand Chapter, and when 
adopted, then “ resolve " to ** go, and sin no more, by hauling California, Missouri 
& Co. over the coals. 


Comp. Gouley complains of bad eye-sight, and assigns that as an excuse for the 
brevity of his report, but it is so great an improvement upon the last that we are 
inclined to confess ourself satisfied. We can’t submit to condensation from Gouley 
any more than we could from Corson. We are sorry they have both got sore eyes, 
and hope the frequent use of the microscope has nothing to do with it. 

Don’t call us Wiggins, Comp. Gouley; we can’t stand it; we don’t want any- 
thing but what belongs to us, and that final s isn’t our property. 

There are eighty-four chartered Chapters in this jurisdiction, having an aggre- 
gate membership of 4014. 

The M. m . E.\ Rufus E. Anderson was elected Grand High Priest, and the li.\E.\ 
Georoe Frank Gouley was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : St. Louis. 
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NEBRASKA. 

As we were writing the conclusion to oar report, Nebraska came to hand and we 
hail her advent with pleasure. The pamphlet before us is a handsome one of ninety- 
one pages, containing the transactions of the seventh and eighth Annual Convoca- 
tions, held respectively on the eleventh day of November, 1873, and the fifth day of 
January, 1875. 

The seventh Annual Convocation was held in the City of Omaha— the M.\ Er. 
Robt R. Livingston, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Daniel H. Wheeler 
being Grand Secretary. Eight subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an interesting and able Address, in which he 
congratulates his companions upon the healthful and vigorous condition of the Order. 
One dispensation was issued for the formation of a new Chapter, which was the only 
dispensation issued daring his term of office. 

Several applications were made to him for special dispensations, to all which he had 
the moral courage to say nay, and for this firmness he is entitled to great credit. He 
is rightly of the opinion that “ dispensations should never be asked for, unless press- 
ing and most argent causes, which will not admit of delay, imperatively demand the 
interference of the presiding Grand Officer.” He strongly hints that, if officers of 
the subordinate Chapters would only read and remember the laws of the Grand 
Chapter, the Grand High Priest would not be annoyed with so many [ trivial ques- 
tions. and he deems a fair knowledge of the law to be one of the essential qualifica- 
tions necessary in him who seekB to wield the gavel in the East. We concur. 

We are pleased to know that the moral atmosphere of Nebraska is so pure eb the 
following extract implies : — 

Various questions are at present agitating the Masonic mind. Profanity, intem- 
perance, gambling, and lotteries are each receiving attention from the Grand Easts 
of sister jurisdictions, and 1 feel, companions, that words of mine would avail little 
if all the force and beauty of the lessons we have learned are unheeded. Man never 
was an angel— the utopian idea of abstract perfection on earth seems to be an im- 
possibility. It may be well enough, therefore, to raise the voice of warning and 
reach out the fraternal hand to draw back such as lean dangerously over the abyss 
of such vices. For my own part, companions, 1 fail to see any threatening dangers 
in this jurisdiction, requiring any interference on the part of your Grand High Priest. 
In a land blessed as ours is with churches and temperance societies, every human 
being, whether a Mason or not, has abundant opportunities of inquiring his wav 
through the sunshine and sorrow of earth, without our assuming the purposes of such 
bodies to ourselves. Humbly, respectfully, and with full confidence in the better 
nature of our fellow-beings, I believe our mission to be “Masonry.” Let us never 
forget the lessons as taught us — let us practice outside what we learn within our 
sacred walls, and devote ourselves thoroughly and earnestly to our own great work 
in its proper division of time — never neglecting our other duties — and all will be well. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, the reason assigned being that it costs too 
mnch to print it. 

We deem it poor economy to retrench in this direction, and we hope our com- 
panions of Nebraska will soon see the propriety of returning to the ancient order of 
things, and again giving us such treats as we have been accustomed to receive in 
Reports on Correspondence from that jurisdiction. We fear Comp. Wheeler waxes 
indolent in his old age, and wishes to avoid the labor of writing the reports ; so be 
kicks up a row about the printing and prevails upon the Finance Committee to report 
againBt further expense in that direction. Take the back track, Comp. Wheeler, 
and let us have the reports. 

The eighth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Lincoln oo the fifth day of 
January, 1875, the R. m . E*\ Charles F. Goodman, Deputy Grand High Priest, pre- 
siding, the R.\ E.\ William R. Bowen being Grand Secretary. The proceedings 
have as a frontispiece a handsome steel plate engraving, representing the Grand 
High Priest, Comp. Robert W. Furnas, who looks like a furnace lighted with the 
fire of intelligence. Other official duties prevented his attendance at the opening of 
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the Grand Chapter, hot he put in an appearance before the close. Ten chartered 
Chapters were represented at this Convocation. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest was read by the Grand Secretary. The 
following decisions were rendered : — 

To the question propounded : “ Can a Master Mason holding a dimit apply and 
become a member of tne Chapter?” I decided : Under onr laws governing, “the 
applicant must be a member in good standing of some Lodge.” This really need 
not be called a decision of mine, because the law on the subject is plain and definite. 

Another question : “ Can a companion under suspension for non-payment of dues 
become one of the applicants for a dispensation? ” I decided he could not 

Still another question has been propounded : “ Can a dimitted Royal Arch Mason 
holding Lis dimit n-om a Blue Lodge be received into membership of a Chapter before 
depositing his dimit from the Blue Lodge ? ” Answer : No. 

Comp. Wheeler was numerously around, yet no Report on Correspondence 
appears. 

The Jf.\ E.\ Charles P. Goodman was elected Grand High PrieBt, and the 
22.*. E.\ William R. Bowen, was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address : Omaha. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of New Hampshire was held in the 
city of Concord on the twentieth day of May, 1873,— the M.\E .*. Edward Gustine, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the 22.*. E.\ Adel Hutchins being Grand Secretary. 
Fifteen subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High PrieBt is brief and confined to matters of local 
interest. From it we learn that a year of prosperity has been enjoyed and that the 
.* daik angel” has been bo busy in other jurisdictions that New Hampshire has been 
exempt from his visits. The proceedings were exceedingly brief and nothing of gen- 
eral interest transpired. 

An excellent Report on Correspondence was submitted by Comp. John J. Bell, 
who reviews the transactions of twenty -six Grand Chapters in an able and courteous 
manner. Of California he says • 

The Rep. For. Cor. reviews thirty-three proceedings including New Hampshire, 
in a racy way, which is interesting to read. The committee had often heard of keys, 
but had never seen one. We wonder what they call them on the Pacific coast. 
They criticise the attempt of the Grand High Priest of Georgia, to make Masonry a 
religion, or the substitute for religion. They do not approve the action in New York 
relative to the Order of High Priesthood. They dissent from a decision of Mississippi 
that a stated meeting of a Chapter may be continued from day to day. So far as the 
decision permits calling from labor to refreshment, and allowing the companions to 
separate to meet at a subsequent day, we agree entirely with the dissent ; but if the 
Chapter be closed to meet at an appointed time to complete its work when again 
opened, it seems to us all right, and a much better practice than that of our Grand 
Bodies calling to refreshment as they do. 

The Ms. E\ Edward Gustine was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the 22.'. 
John A. Harris was elected Grand Secretary. Address : Concord. 

NEW JERSEY 

The eighteenth Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of New Jersey was held 
in the city of Trenton, on the ninth day of September, 1874 — the M.\ E.\ William 
H. McIlhannet, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 22.*. E\ Thomas J. Corson being 
Grand Secretary. Twenty-nine chartered Chapters were represented at the opening, 
and eight Past Grand High Priests, two Past Grand Kings, and a Past Grand Scribe 
honored the occasion by their presence. 

The pamphlet containing the proceedings is embellished with a fine steel engraved 
portrait of the popular and efficient Grand Secretary, Comp. Thomas J. Oobson, 
whose dignified and intellectual features, beautiful in their hairiness, suggest the 
severe gravity of the ancient patriarch rather than the ebullient humor which char- 
acterizes the genial correspondent of New Jereey. 
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The proceedings were commenced with prayer, after which an “ ode ” was sung, 
composed by Comp. I. L. Register. We think the order of exercises should have 
been arranged so that the prayer should have succeeded the ode, for if ever a man 
needed to have a prayer registered in his behalf, the composer of that pome is the 
man. It is not quite equal to the one inflicted by the singing pilgrim upon the Grand 
Chapter of Canada, but it iB sufficiently fearful to set oue’s teeth on edge. 

We give one verse as a specimen 

Let us then be prompt to duty, 

Gaining for our work tb’ credit : 

That being good, and square, and true. 

Modesty shall speak its merit. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is principally confined to matters of local 
interest and is a clear, straight-forward, business-like paper. He announces the death 
of three worthy companions, members of the Grand Chapter, during the year, two of 
them, Comps. George A. Tator and Israel Baldwin, being Past Grand High 
Priests; the other, Comp. Jobn H. G. Hawes, was Grand Master of the Third Vail. 
It is evident from the eloquent and feeling tribute paid by the Grand High Priest 
to their memory, that the deceased companions were held in high estimation by 
their bereaved brethren. He congratulates the Grand Chapter upon the prosperous 
condition of the Order and says that peace, harmony, and prosperity exist through- 
out the jurisdiction. He rejoices in the fact that “ to-day, for the first time in the 
history of the Grand Chapter, all the officers are properly clothed.” We hope they 
are all well suited. 

Eighteen Representatives were appointed near other Grand Chapters, and ten 
were received and accredited as representatives near this Grand Chapter. 

Some difficulties arising from violation of jurisdictional rights were amicably and 
satisfactorily settled. 

One dispensation was granted for the formation of a new Chapter and six dispen- 
sations were granted for special purposes. 

We note the following decisions 

1. Withdrawal from membership in a Lodge, and remaining as a dimitted Mason, 
does not allect membership in a Chapter. 

2. The issue of certificates of membership should be the action of the Chapter, 
not of any officer. 

3. When a companion is suspended or expelled from his Lodge, the Chapter 
cannot demaud an official notice of the same; action must be taken upon other relia- 
ble information. 

4. That Decision No. 20, page 80, Proceedings of 1869, being io conflict with the 
Constitution of the Grand Chapter, and also that of the General Grand Chapter of 
the United States, is null and void. 

5. Material of other jurisdictions, which, on application from a Chapter in this 
jurisdiction, has been lawfully granted to them, becomes the sole property of soch 
Chapter to whom it haB been assigned. Should the candidate be rejected, he cannot 
be accepted by any other Chapter, without the consent of the Chapter to whom he 
was originally assigned. 

Decision Number 1, may be all right under the laws of New Jersey, but would 
not hold water in California. Relative to decision Number 5, we shall have some- 
thing to Bay under the head of General Grand Chapter. 

The reporta of the Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, and Grand Scribe 
show that those officers have been zealous in the discharge of their duties, and that 
the condition of the subordinate Chapters visited by them is most satisfactory. 

The chairman of the Committee on History reported that the history would 
probably be ready for publication next year, and the Committee were continued 
with authority to incur all necessary expenses in prosecuting the work. 

Representatives were received with grand honors and warmly welcomed from the 
following Grand Chapters, viz., Alabama, Arkansas, Canada, Connecticut, District 
of Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Michigan, Ohio, and Vermont. 
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The Report on Correspondence is, of coarse, by Comp. Thomas J. Corson, and 
is equal to hi9 best, which is saying a great deal in Its favor. The proceedings of 
thirty-seven Grand Chapters are reviewed in the writer’s inimitable style, and the 
reader must be dnll and unappreciative indeed if he does not receive pleasure and 
profit from its perusal. California, for 1874, receives a generous share of his atten. 
tion. He has many kind words for ns and as we read the good things he says of ns, 
oar conscience pricks as for having said anything about that “ Ode,” but then we 
thought we oioed it to Corson, to state the fact that he didn’t write it. Last year 
we gave him the credit of writing an Ode which he didn't write at all. It was a 
creditable production, and Corson modestly says he conldn’thave written it if he had 
tried ; he takes good care, however, that no one Bhall make the mistake of crediting 
him with the last performance in that line, by carefully registering the author. 

He thus greets California on her twentieth birth-day : — 

In these days of pleasant theoretical inflation, when, through imagination’s rose 
colored glasses, we see our pocket-books attain a lovely degree of corpulency, while 
stern fact points to a painfull v practical contraction, when the same pocket-books 
are, in the classic language of the immortal Toots, of 44 no consequence whatever 
in these halcyon days, foreseen by sage and foretold by prophet, when everything is 
lively and the anserine fowl hangeth very high, when Credit Mobilier schemes, back 
pay freebooting and Sanborn contractors have carte blanche on Uncle Sam's treas- 
ure vaults, to the infinite joy and irrepressible delight of all patriotic tax-payers, 
while the self-sacrificing Solons, who drive their landanlets down Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, and ‘‘wrestle with their hash ” at Willard's, gravely inform us “ dear people 7 * 
that the country is too poOr to allow of any appropriation being made towards hold- 
ing a Centennial Celebration of our National existence ; in these wonderous days 
wherein prophecies are fulfilled and miracles are daily wronght, when sham and 
shadow reign in the stead of substance and reality, it is a comfort to the soul to get 
hold of such a bright and shining nugget of pure ore as is presented in the proceed- 
ings of the last Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of California, which was 
held in April, 1H74, and at which there were present all of the Grand Officers 
(except the Deputy, who had been removed by death.) a large number of Past 
Grand Officers, and the representatives of forty Subordinate Chapters. 

He quotes liberally and approvingly from the Address of Comp. Davies, and says 
the Grand Chapter did an act of justice in adopting the resolution offered by the 
Committee on Jurisprudence relative to restoration after suspension by a Lodge of 
Master Masons. He characterizes onr report of that year as a M lovely ” one and we 
elevate our castor. He considers our remarks upon a belief in the immortality of 
the soul as sound doctrine ; and, referring to our theory on the objection question, 
he says we have some sense of right and justice, and hopes, in good time, ire will be 
converted to the true faith. He catches us tripping in the following: — 

Comp. Wioqin states that the Grand Chapter of Illinois had appointed a repre- 
sentative to the Grand Chapter of Ontario, which is the first intimation that we had 
received that Ontario had any Grand Chapter. When was this Grand Chapter 
formed ? 

If we are not more careful in future, we shall have to adopt Corson’s example 
and introduce a page or two of errata ; for Ontario, read Canada, Comp. Corson, and 
all will be well . We presume the mistake was made by the inability of the proof- 
reader to decipher “oi/r eometrh at peculiar handicriting. 11 

Under the head of Canada, he thus frees his mind on the objection question 

Thank God ! the Grand Chapter of onr little State allows no snch injustice to be 
practiced upon elected candidates as they have to suffer in some other jurisdictions. 
Here, at least, we hold a Masonic promise to be sacred and inviolable, be it made to 
whom it may. And if any tender-footed brother or companion desires to prevent 
the progress of a candidate who has been duly elected, he must state sod prove 
ihat there is good and sufficient cause why he should be stayed, otherwise the candi- 
date will be advanced to full membership ; and if the sensitive soul of the objector 
is shocked by the presence of the new comer be can either Bit in the corner and 
suck his thumb until “ purity gets off of his back,” or else he can “ get up and get.” 
Strict justice to all is the rule which governs ns, and we have found it to work welL 

Under the head of Louisiana he gives his ideas on Reports on Correspondence, 
in which we fully concur. He says 
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Now it seems to os that it woold be a simple impossibility to read in foil, before 
a Grand Body, a Report on Correspondence, unless it was such a miserable conden- 
sation as to have all the good squeezed out of it We have almost forty Grand 
Chapters on our exchange list, and can you ask us to give all of the information of 
real vital interest, concerning the proceedings of these Grand Chapters, in such 
abbreviated form that it can be reaa at one sitting ? The idea iB preposterously 
absurd. A report should be an epitome of all important transactions which have 
occorred in other jurisdictions ; and it should be carefully studied by companions 
when they have leisure to do so, and preserved for purpose of reference. The time 
which would be consumed in reading the report, ib required for the purpose of 
transacting the necessary business of the Annual Convocation. In our jurisciction — 
and we like the plan — the report is printed about a fortnight before the time of the 
Annual Convocation, and a copy is sent to each member of the Grand Chapter, that 
he may have an opportunity to call the attention of the Grand Chapter to anything 
which may be contained therein, if he should deem it necessary to do so. It involves 
very little expense, and with us, at least, the plan has worked admirably well. 

We are pleased to see that Comp. Cobson agrees with us upon the question of 
Masonic burials. In his review of Massachusetts be says 

At this same Convocation the Grand High Priest “ submitted a form of burial 
service ” for Royal Arch Masons, which was referred to a committee who subse- 
quently reported in favor of the project, which report was adopted. We are 
sincerely sorry that this action was taken, and hope that the example may not be 
followed by other jurisdictions. We are opposed to the use of any but the burial 
service of the Lodge, because any other service excludes from participation therein 
many worthy brothers who have never advanced beyond the Lodge. Will not Mas- 
sachusetts give us a burial service for the Council (R. and S. M.) and thus give a fel- 
low a chance to be buried from the highest point to which he may have attained ? 

The text of the new service is printed with the proceedings, and although it is 
very beautiful and the selections from Scripture very appropriate, it is not one whit 
better than the funeral service as authorized in symbolic Masonry. 

He gives Goulet of Missouri a fearful raking for his condensing qualities, but we 
are inclined to believe that Goulet had a good reason for presenting that compressed 
affair, and that he just lays off and laughs in his sleeve at the pungent criticisms npon 
it which greet him from all quarters. 

Corson gives him the following thrust, but as Goulet is a healthy old Pachyderm , 
we don’t believe his cuticle will be even tittilated. Speaking of Missouri, Corson 
says 

There is no report on correspondence— or, what is worse, there is an apology for 
a report which is no credit to the author and of no possible benefit to the craft. 
This report, which purports to have been written by Companion Frank Gouley, 
bears about the same relation to former reports by the same author as Lowell 
thought the American newspaper bore to the “ London Punch.” 

44 The American Punch like the English no doubt, 

Just the sugar, and lemon, and whisky left out.” 

Companion Goulet attempts to apologize for his dereliction of duty by saying 
that he desired to make a 44 condensed ” report. Well, yes, it is condensed— so much 
condensed as to have squeezed out all the wit, genius and wisdom which have char- 
acterized his former reports— so well condensed in fact that Arkansas receives one 
line and a quarter, California two and a quarter lines, Mississippi three lines, while 
the proceedings of sixteen Grand Chapters (New Jersey among them) which had 
been received by him are not honored by anv notice whatever, except that the offi- 
cers’ names are placed in the statistical table. Such a report is little short of an 
insult to the Grand Chapters whose proceedings had been received, as well as a dis- 
grace to the author. Listen to our prophecy— Companion Goulet will not play such 
a scurvy trick again. He dare not do it. 

Under the head of Pennsylvania, he gets off the following 

Companion Kellt frankly acknowledges that Companion Wiggin, of California, 
has converted him to a belief in the propriety of the Representative System. We’re 
glad of that — glad, because Kellt has been led to see the error of his ways; and 
glad because Wiggin did the job, for this good act will serve to atone for some of 
the sins of our California confrere, and prove that he is not yet entirely lost. 

We are happy to say that Comp. Kellt is not our only convert, for in addition, 
since we have been upon the war path, the Bcalps of Burnham, of Rhode Island, and 
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Dadmun, of Massachusetts, hang at our belt, and yet we are not satisfied, bat look 
for more victims by which to atone more fully for our sins ; but we would like to 
read of a “job” which woald in any measure atone for the sins of our incorrigible 
confrere. 

We would like to linger over this exceedingly interesting report and commune 
farther with this genial and true hearted companion. Our eyes have never beheld 
him, but we feel towards him all the affection of a brother, and sincerely hope that 
sometime we may enjoy the pleasure of meeting him face to face. We give his con- 
cluding remarks, and most fervently hope that it may be long, very long before the 
presentiment therein alluded to is realized. 

He thus feelingly concludes a report which we wish all Royal Arch Masons might 
have the privilege of reading 

Conclusion. 

If your Reporter has succeeded in making a fair exhibit of the present condition 
and probable prospects of Royal Arch Masonry, as set forth in the proceedings of 
the various Grand Chapters which have been examined and commented upon by 
him, then every companion must feel his heart glow with ecstatic joy as he beholds 
the abundant evidences of peace and prosperity which surround our Fraternity on 
every side. Everywhere are heard sounds of grateful praise and glad exultation. 
Our beloved institution is in the very zenith of prosperity. No note of discord is 
heard within our Arches, while from every quarter comes the soul-gladdening Bhout 
that all is well. 

I shall not attempt to apologize for the imperfect manner in which my work has 
been performed. Considering the material which has been furnished, I feel that I 
have not offered such work as the overseers can conscientiously approve. But if 
my companions knew all— if they knew how the body and mind had been prostrated 
by disease— their criticism of my work would be tempered by mercy. A painful 
presentiment forces itself upon my mind, that this may be the last report that I shall 
ever have the pleasure of presenting to this Grand Body. God grant that this may 
not be so. for I love the work so well that the thought of ceasing it makes me shudder. 
But whatever may await me in God’s mysterious providence, I pray that I may be 
cheered by the thought that I have the love of my brethren ana companions. If I 
have ever written a word that has caused pain— if my love of fun and my natural 
tendency to indulge in joking has wounded a single heart, I pray God to forgive me. 
Life is too short and the end too near for any of us to do or say aught that would 
inflict pain. 


“Well, either you or I, 

After whatever is to say is said, 

Must see the other die, 

Or hear, through distance, of the other dead, 

Sometime. 

And you or I must hide 
Poor empty eyes and faces, wan and wet, 

With Life’s great grief, beside 
The other’s coffin, sealed with silence, yet, 

' Sometime. 

And you or I must look 
Into the other’s grave, or far or near, 

And read, as in a book 
Writ in the dust, words we made bitter here, 

Sometime.” 

With a heart full of love to all true Masons, and with an earnest desire that every 
one of us may live consistently with our professions, so that it may be said of each of 
us, after we shall have passed from here to hereafter , 14 He loved his fellow-men. ,f 
I am, yours fraternally, 

THOS. J. CORSON, Chairman . 

The flf.\ E.\ John Woolverton, r was elected Grand High Priest, and Comp. 
Thomas J. Corson draws the skeleton of a gigantic Saurian which passeB for his 
signature as Grand Secretary. Address : Trenton. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1875.] 


Grand Chapter of California, 


515 


NEW TORE. 

The seventy-seventh Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of New York was 
held in the city of Albany, commencing op the third day of February, 1874, — the 
M, m .E.\ Thomas C. Cassidy, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R ,\E.\ Christo- 
pher G. Fox being Grand Secretary. One handred and eighty-one subordinate 
Chapters were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is an eloquent and ably written paper. In 
it he propounds some pertinent questions which all Royal Arch Masons Bhould 
consider well before answering. They are as follows 

As Mark Masters have we faithfully earned the wages which we have received ? 
Have we rendered a just return for all the Masonic privileges we have enjoyed ? Have 
we performed such work as will, in the day of final account, stand the test of the 
Grand Overseer’s square ? Or have we so lived as to deserve to be thrown away 
among the rubbish as worthless stones, unfit for places in that beautiful Temple not 
made with hands? 

As Past Masters have we, as we solemnly promised when we were installed, 
endeavored to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men ; and 
have we kept our agreement to promote the general good of society, to cultivate the 
social virtues, and to propagate a knowledge of the Royal Art? 

As roost Excellent Masters have we availed ourselves of all suitable occasions to 
Impart light to such as were in darkness ; and has our deportment in the outward 
walks of life been such as to maintain that fair and unspotted reputation which 
should ever distinguish those who have passed through the solemn and impressive 
ceremonies of this beautiful degree ? 

As Royal Arch MasonB have we attentively studied and treasured up the lessons 
of wisdom to be found in that sacred Book of Law, which, though once buried and 
lost for gloomy ages beneath the ruins of the Temple, has in this age of improvement 
been multiplied by countless numbers, and so cheapened as to place it within the 
reach of the poorest an A most destitute ? 

He was present at the dedication of the Grand Chapter Hall in the new Masonic 
Temple at Philadelphia, and from his report we infer that his reception was of an 
entirely different character from that accorded to Comp. Young, of Maine. He says 
“ The beautiful and chaste appearance of the room, the magnificent and picturesque 
display, and the unbounded hospitality exhibited by the companions of that State 
will not be easily forgotten.” 

The following decisions were rendered 

1. That a member who has been stricken from the rolls of his Lodge for non- 
payment of dues, if in good standing in his Chapter, is entitled to vote and is 
eligible to any office therein. 

• 2. That at the installation of the officers of a Chapter, the installing officer hav- 
ing received, in writing, good and valid reasons why a companion should not be 
installed, ought to refuse to install him, and immediately appointed a committee of 
investigation. 

3. That a companiou Royal Arch Mason cannot visit a Chapter while under sus- 
pension for non-payment of dues : and that a companion suspended for any cause 
whatever forfeits all his rights and privileges. 

4. That a companion, who has not been suspended or expelled by his Lodge, 
though unaffiliated as a Master Mason, is a member of the Chapter in good standing, 
and must be returned as such. 

5. That a dispensation to make Royal Arch Masons at sight could not be issued, 
and that the Grand High Priest would violate section 50 of the Constitution were he 
to issue one. That section is very plain, and not capable of a double construction. 
I declined the application. 

6. That though a Lodge should make the serious mistake of suspending a mem- 
ber for non-payment of dues, instead of striking him from the roll, as provided in the 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge, the Chapter has no right to question the legality 
of the proceeding, and the companion would not be entitled to a dimit, until restored 
by his Lodge or some other proper authority. 

7. That in granting a dimit dues should be paid up to the time of application. 

8. A companion of Corinthian Chapter No. 159, was suspended in the year 1868 
for non-payment of $11 75 dues. In 1871 an amendment was made to the by-laws of 
said Chapter, requiring suspended companions to pay dues during suspension. This 
they were authorized to do by section 31 of the Constitution of this Grand Body. 
Toe suspended companion applied for restoration, on payment of the sum due in 
1868. The High PrieBt of the Chapter decided that annual dues should be paid in 
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addition, daring the suspension. An appeal was made to 'me, and I confirmed the 
action of the High Priest, viz., that the amount due in 1868, and annual dues since 
the passage of the by-law in 1871 in addition, were required to be paid before 
restoration. 

Decision Number One depends for its validity upon local legislation. Number 
Two we commend to Comp. Pierson, of Minnesota, with our endorsement, and in 
the remainder we fully concur. v 

We hope the following rebuke to those, who, in the performance of onr solemn 
ceremonies, manifest a desire to play circns, will have a salutary effect : — 

There is another Bubject to which I desire to allude, and that is the manner in 
which some of the degrees are too often conferred. I mean the adding of treatment 
not required by the ritual, and repulsive to gentlemen of cultivated tastes, and at 
times sufficient to cause disgust instead of exalted ideas on the part of the recipients. 
Its practice is offensive to good manners, and Bhould be at once and forever dis- 
continued. 

We have known instances where gentlemen who have been subjected to this 
“horse play," as the Committee on Jurisprudence term it, became so thoroughly 
disgusted that they have never visited a Chapter since. The Committee ia their re- 
port make use of the following sensible language : — 

The subject alluded to by the Grand High Priest in his address, as to the manner 
of conferring some of the degrees, was referred to this committee. We have only to 
say of this subject, that we most cordially and fully concur in the views he has 
expressed, and trust that his reproof of the practices referred to will have the desired 
effect without further legislation upon the point. Whatever is a departure from the 
standard work, is in itself reprehensible ; but to introduce levity and raillery — 
raillery, more often with “ horse play n in it, not only mars the harmony of our 
beautiful ritual, but produces unpleasant results in its effects upon the mind and 
feellng9 of the candidate. We trust that the timely admonition in the address will 
be remembered and respected in future. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a balance on hand of $5851 06. The 
total receipts, according to the report of the Grand Secretary, were $13,885 00. 
From the report of the same official we learn that 1748 companions have been added 
to the Grand Chapter Registry during the year, and the total number now borne 
upon the roll is 18,481. The Grand Secretary also reports that — 

In the return of Warren Chapter No. 23, two companions are reported as having 
dlmitted, and also their election subsequently as honorary members of the same 
Chapter. Persuaded that there is no provision in the Constitution justifying the 
change from active to honorary membership in a Chapter, and believing the practice 
alluded to unlawful and one to be condemned, the matter is brought to your atten- 
tion for such action as may be deemed necessary and proper. 

Upon this subject the Committee on Jurisprudence report as follows 

In the matter of honorary membership, referred to in the report of the Grand 
Secretary, the committee fully concur in the views expressed by that officer. There 
is no such thing as honorary membership known in the Constitution and regulations 
of our Grand Chapter; and, in the case before us, we are assured that it was intended 
as a mark of respect for Borne of their veteran and beloved companions, and with no 
intention of violating any regulation, or introducing any innovation. Chapters 
always h-ve it in their power to secure their benevolent intentions in pursuance of 
the laws and regulations of the Craft. 

The following question was referred to the same committee and subjoined is their 
report. We concur: — 

«* What course should the High Priest of a Chapter pursue when he learns, pre- 
vious to the installation, that one of its officers elect has been guilty of appropriating 
to hi 9 own use funds of a Lodge of Master Masons while treasurer of said Lodge, and 
neglecting and refusing to pay over such funds to his successor in office ? ” 

We conceive that the best mode in such cases, is always to present and act upon 
charges; the right of defence being one of which no companion can be deprived. 
It may be necessary to guard against wrong by immediate action ; but in most cases 
it is belter to install the officer, and then suspend or canse him to be suspended from 
his official functions until action be had upon the charges. If that action result in a 
conviction, then a vacancy will be made in the office, to be determined and supplied 
in the constitutional manner. 
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The following report from the Committee on Grievances is the best evidence that 
onr companions of New York understand and practice the three-fold tenets of 
Masonry. 

The undersigned Committee on Grievances, have the satisfaction to report that no 
case has been presented for their consideration. To the mind of yonr committee it 
is a most gratifying fact, that in all this great jurisdiction, embracing nearly two 
hundred subordinate Chapters and more than eighteen thousand Royal Arch Masons, 
no complaint has been made of injustice or of wrong-doing, so as to call for inter- 
ference, examination or discipline on the part of this Grand Body. No higher evi- 
dence could be afforded of the prosperity, the harmony, the wise and just adminis- 
tration of the affairs, and the orderly working within this jurisdiction of the Royal 
Craft, than the fact that everywhere there is brotherly love, fraternal regard and 
orderly working, to such an extent that no single complaint was preferred asking for 
review or relief from this Grand Chapter. 

Comp. Ogden submitted the following question, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Jurisprudence 

A subordinate Chapter failing or neglecting to elect officers at the time of the 
annual election, is its last High Priest entitled to a Beat in the Grand Chapter as its 
representative ? 

The committee submitted an able and exhaustive report upon the question and 
were “forced by inexorable logic ” to the conclusion embodied in the following res- 
olution, which has always been the law in this jurisdiction 

1. Resolved, That when a Chapter shall have failed, through unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, to elect its officers at the annual election as provided bythe Constitution, 
its officers continue to exercise all their duties, powers and prerogatives until their 
successors be lawfully elected and installed into office. 


Comp. D. A. Ogden again presents an interesting and thorough report on corre- 
spondence. He does not hesitate to express his views upon any question of general 
interest, but tells us what was done in other jurisdictions and then tells us what he 
thinks about it. Of such is the fraternity of good reporters. He thus comments 
upon the reception of his initial report of last year 


After looking over carefully all the proceedings, we find the correspondence of 
those who had received the proceedings containing our last report, such kindly, and 
in some instances such laudatory notice of our maiden efforts in the reportorial field, 
that our modesty makes ub blush, but our heart warms towards our brethren and 
companions who have thus so cordially greeted aud welcomed us into the ranks of 
the “ Mutual Admiration Society of Masonic Reporters ; ” and we say, with all our 
heart, we thank you for your kind words ; and while fully aware of our imperfec- 
tions, we will try, so far as intent and effect is concerned, to retain your kind regards 
and deserve your friendship. 


He reviews the transactions of thirty-four Grand Chapters courteously and fairly ; 
his own views are clearly and logically expressed, and, although he is not always 
right according to our notion, we can afford an honest difference of opinion without 
elevating our lumbar vertebrae. He lockB horns with us upon the question of the 
right of Grand Chapters to levy assessments. Hear him 

Comp. Wiggin takes issue with the action of the Grand Chapter of Minnesota, in 
sustaining the action of two subordinate Chapters who refused to pay an assessment 
made to pay for publishing proceedings, on the ground of want of constitutional 
power on the part of the Grand Chapter to levy such assessment or tax ; and he says 
if it had been him, he would not have rested till the Chapters were deprived of their 
charters for contumacy. In this we think Comp. Wiggin is altogether too fast, and 
takes decidedly the weak side of the question. The Constitution of Minnesota pro- 
vides for *' dues ” and for “ fees” to meet the engagements of the Grand Chapter; 
but “ dues ” and “ fees ” have been fixed for that purpose, and they are not in the 
nature of taxes and assessments to be levied at any time and for special purposes. 
It is not contumacious on the part of a subordinate to resist the unauthorized taxa- 
tion on the part of the Grand Body, but a maply and becoming defense of constitu- 
tional rights. If Grand Bodies can assess subordinates for engagements incurred 
outside the Constitution, then may they incur engagements for any purpose , and as- 
sess the subordinates to pay. We believe in no such right or power. “ Dues” and 
“ fees” are provided for, are fixed in amount, are understood, and are binding ; but 
beyond this, we hold the Grand Body has no authority to go, save only in the legiti- 
mate way of amendment of the Constitution. 
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Comp. Ogden’s argument does not change oar convictions in this matter. We 
hold that the Grand Chapter had a perfect right under the Constitution to levy the 
assessment, and the subordinate was bound to obey. 

The Constitution provides, in defining the powers of the Grand Chapter, that: 

“ It may require from the subordinate Chapters each dues and fees as will at all times 
discharge the engagements of the Grand Chapter.” 

How the English language can more plainly express the right contended for, we 
are at a loss to perceive. But the Grand Chapter of Minnesota has settled the ques- 
tion satisfactorily to itself, we presume, and we don’t propose to waste our thunder 
in profitless discussion. 

Under the head of Connecticut, he says : — 

In commenting on California, Comp. Lewis unites with Comp. Wiggin in dissent- 
ing from the Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of California, that a Chapter 
under dispensation could not try and expel a. member, and hence that the proceed- 
ings of Helena Chapter, U. D., in expelling M. P. Truett, were irregular and must 
be set aside. 

Our own view inclines to the reporter’s, and against the G.\ H.\ P.\ In one 
sense, the Chapter U. D. is inchoate; but it can hardly be said that it is so far an im- 
perfect body that it cannot discipline its own members; that, in our judgment, would 
be very bad law, and might lead to very lax administration and disorganizing effects. 

Now, Comp. Ogden, your spectacles must have been just a little humid when yoi 
reviewed that report. It wasn’t the Grand High Priest of California at all that we 
dissented from, but a much bigger injuu; no less than the General Grand High Priest 
himself, upon whose report we had the temerity to flesh our — no, we mean to ink 
our maiden quill, and we arc glad to say that our views have been 4 sustained by all 
the reporters who have noticed the question at issue. 

Under the head of Indiana, in commenting upon the address of the Grand High 
Priest, he says : — 

The system of appointing representatives, he decidedly disapproves, and hence 
refused to accredit any to other Grand Bodies. Probably nobody but the Grand 
Chapter of Indiana has suffered much by the omission. The practice certainly does 
no injury; while it does, in appearance and in fact, promote good feeling and har- 
mony between the various Grand Chapters in and bordering on the United States. 
Objection to this well-intended and generally useful practice, appears to us fastidious 
and out of place. Everything looking towards and tending to brotherly intercourse 
and kindly feeling; everything calculated to foster the nobler, better, kindlier 
emotions of the heart, iB Masonic, and eminently fit and proper to be done and 
encouraged. 

Upon the subject of “ one legged Masonry,” under the same head, he discourses 
as follows 

A Committee on Foreign Correspondence was appointed, and we may look for a 
report next year. 

On the subject of a brother’s receiving the capitular degrees, after having lost a 
right foot, a committee, to whom the subject was referred, reported want of time 
for thorough examination, and asked and were granted further time. This com- 
mittee make a valuable suggestion in their report, viz.: That this subject, upon 
which there is so much diversity of opinion, and which in many jurisdictions is being 
discussed, should be settled by the General Grand Chapter, and thus give uniformity 
of action throughout the Union. We fully concur in this view, provided there be 
authority in the General Grand Chapter to decide and power to enforce. Doubt- 
less the power or right to decide exists, but on this, as on other questions, the trouble 
is the want of authority to enforce. But we are sure that the general effect and in- 
fluence of a decision by the General Grand Chapter would be beneficial, perhaps 
controlling in the matter, and thus settle for all the State Grand Chapters a difficult 
and troublesome question, and induce uniformity of practice. 

We confess that our sympathies are on the 1 side of the unfortunate, maimed 
brother, and our reason inclines to go with our sympathy. We cannot see how the 
loss of a foot or leg should superinduce the further misfortune of depriving a brother 
of the pleasures and benefits of the Royal Arch. To our mind we cannot find the 
stem necessity which some insist must follow the dire calamity, of stopping further 
progress in the sublime degrees and mysteries of the Chapter. We grant the ques- 
tion is not free from doubts, but we do not find absolute physical impossibilities; im- 
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pediments there are, but they are not insurmountable, and in so great an undertaking 
they should be encountered and overcome. We trust the whole matter will be re- 
ferred to the General Grand Chapter, and if we are there, we will appear for the 
maimed and plead their cause. 

We shall be obliged to class him with Comp. Carson, of Ohio, and torn them both 
over to the tender mercies of Corson, of New Jersey. 

There are many good things in this excellent and most interesting report that we 
would gladly publish and comment upon, but we have neither time or Bpace to follow 
Comp. Ogdbn farther; so, with our best wishes for his health and prosperity, we will 
bid him God speed until next year. 

The M.\ E.\ Thomas E. Cassidy, was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the 
R.\ E,\ Christopher G. Fox, Grand Secretary. Address : Buffalo. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina commenced its twenty-sixth Annual Con- 
vocation in the city of Wilmington on the first day of June, 1874, the M. \ E.\ H. H. 
Munson, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Thomas M. Gardner being Grand 
Secretary. Nine subordinates were represented. 

The Address by the Grand High Priest is brief and rather desponding intone- 
We regret exceedingly that our companions of North Carolina are not more prosper- 
ous, and would remind them of the old proverb: “It is always darkest just before 
day.’’ Take courage companions, your night ‘may be nearly over and a bright and 
glorious dawn of prosperity be in store for you ; from our heart we say “So mote 
It be” 

The petition of nine Master Masons to be allowed to take the Chapter degrees in 
Virginia for the purpose of establishing a new Chapter was very properly refused 
and the brethren recommended to apply to a Chapter in their own jurisdistion. 

We think the Grand High Priest is somewhat behind the age in hiB - views on the 
representative question. Hear him 

I desire to call your attention to the representative system as at present con- 
ducted. If the object be to confer an empty honor upon a companion Royal Arch 
Mason, residing in another jurisdiction, the end is gained by such an appointment, 
but if mutual benefit is desired, the result is practically a failure. I would, there- 
fore. recommend that the appointment of companions residing in other jurisdictions, 
as the representatives of this Grand Chapter in their several Grand Bodies, be dis- 
continued. 

The Grand Chapter adopted his views and the system, so far as North Carolina is 
concerned, is discontinued. We are of Ihe opinion that our companions will yet take 
a Bober second thought, and in common with the great majority of Grand Chapters 
will see that some good may be accomplished by this method of fraternal inter- 
course. That noble charity, the Orphan Asylum, is warmly eulogised and an earnest 
appeal for material aid is urged. He says 

If permanency, therefore, is to be «ecured for our Orphan Asylum, Masons alone 
must be its main pillars of strength. The Grand Lodge, with praiseworthy zeal, has 
appropriated one thousand dollars per year for its support. Shall not the Grand 
Chapter also add Us mite ? Shall it not by enactment, initiate in its subordinates a 
system of a constant, never-failing flow of needful aid ? Let our prayers and alms 
be daily given, and surely He who hears the orphan's cry will bless our humble 
efforts. 

He recommends that definite action be taken on the substitute question, and also 
upon the subject of non-affiliation. He closes his address with the following appeal 
to his companions to throw off the lethargy which paralyzes them and awake once 
more to their duties and responsibilities as Royal Arch Masons : — 

Companions: I regret, in closing, my inability to bring you “glad tidings of great 
joy.” I fondly hoped for a thorough revival of Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdic- 
tion during the Masonic year now gone. In a few, a very few Chapters increased zeal 
is manifest, but in the majority, luke-warmness exists. We are prone to find excuses 
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for the non-performance of duty, when oar interest has abated, or the force of bind- 
ing obligations become lessened. The past season has been one almost nnprece- 
dented in our national history. Suddenly, without a moment’s warning, a financial 
panic swept over the country engulphing in its resistless flow, many bright, grand 
and noble prospects and paralyzing to a great extent public and private schemes for 
the future. This, added to the unfortunate position in which the war left us and from 
which we have not yet recuperated, is probably one reason why the love of many 
has waxed cold. In due time our commercial, mechanical and agricultural interests 
will revive, and shall we be less active in seeking to advance our Masonic interests? 
Shall we prove laggards in the race ? Rather shall not individual and united effort 
be made to regain whatever may have been lost in the past? Shall we notin our own 
persons evince such an attachment to our beloved institution, so carrying into practice 
the symbolized truths of our beautiful ritual, that its diffusive influence may be felt 
in the Chapters with which we are severally connected, resulting in overcoming our 
lethargy, giving ns a renewed consciousness of our obligations, and a tireless, unflag- 
ging zeal in the prosecution to the desired end of the work enjoined upon us? Thus 
will our institution be respected, its votaries honored, and mankind convinced “ that 
the grand object of Masonry is to promote the happiness of the human race.” 

In the report of the committee to whom the address of the Grand High Priest was 
referred, we find one gleam of encouragement. They say : — 

We appreciate the energetic labors of our M.\ ' E.\ Grand High Priest in hia 
efforts to revive Capitular Masonry within this jurisdiction, and are happy to note 
from the several applications to re-establish dormant Chapters, the gratifying success 
with which those efforts have been crowned. 

On the questions of non-affiliation and substitutes the committee reported as 
follows : — 

1. That as to the subject of the propriety of using substitutes, we are of opinion, 
that the practice being recognized by the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, and in practice it sometimes becomes indispensable except at long and incon- 
venient delay, it should be approved by this Grand Chapter. 

2. That no consideration be had on the subject of non-affiliation until after the 
determination of the pending question on that subject by the Grand Lodge of N. C. 

The proposed amendment to the Constitution, striking out Wilmington and 
substituting Raleigh as the place where the Annual Convocation shall hereafter be 
held, was rejected, bat was afterwards reconsidered and adopted by a unanimous 
vote. 

Comp. Jambs Southgate presents an excellent Report on Correspondence, so far 
as ‘he goes ; but only twenty of the sister Grand Chapters are noticed, California 
being among those omitted. We regret this, for we want to know Comp. Southgate 
better; any one who expresses himself as he does under the head of Florida, com- 
mands at once our respect and sympathy. Let us keep the ball moving and there ia 
no telling how much good may be accomplished. 

Under the head of Florida, in reviewing the report of that staunch apostle of 
temperance, Comp. Carruth, he says : — 

Comp. Carruth takes a sensible view of things in general, but in nothing does he 
excel his ardor for the temperance plank in his Masonic platform. We oan’t see 
how good and true men, especially Masons, can take any other position on this 
highly important subject. We say to Comp. Carruth, stand up to all opponents, 
“ fight it out ou that line if it takes all summer.*’ Oh, when shall we realize our 
danger, not only as Christians but as Masons, from this demon, Intemperance. It 
is sapping the foundation of the Church, the State, the Lodge and Chapter. Many 
of our Grand Bodies have taken decided action in regard to Profanity and Drunken- 
ness, and whether or not Comp. Horner, of Louisiana, concede to them the right so 
to act, nevertheless, much good is being accomplished in this direction, And we 
would hail the day with heartfelt delight, if all, with one accord, would expel from 
our Lodge and Chapter, those who engage in this terrible traffic. We teach our 
votaries to exercise Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, and when we 
endeavor to practice what we preach, companions say, you can’t interfere with a 
Mason’s legitimate business. There is the error. It is not legitimate to take our 
brother’s life by handing him day after day the poisonous cup. Is it just to suspend 
a brother, or perhaps expel him, after he becomes a drunkard by the legilimaU{’i ) 
business of the rum*9eller ? And oh, hov/ doubly criminal is it for us to allow that 
very rum-seller to sit in judgment over the fallen brother and vote on his case ! Go 
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on in the good work, Comp- Carruth, sav we, and no matter how “ spirited ” your 
opponents become, yon have the right side of the question, and armed with Temper- 
ance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, you can put ten thousand to flight. 

These are our sentiments and we could not have better expressed them ourself. 

Under the head of Iowa, he says 

Wish we had space to copy the discussion between Comps. Tatlor and Wigoiw 
on the “ written work,” but we have not. We must be permitted to say, however, 
that Comp. Taylor errs in his statement “ that a copy or the standard work is com- 
mitted to the care of the Grand High Priest in other States,” etc., if he intends his 
remark to be general. We can refer him to our proceedings of 1871, when he will 
And a resolution ordering all books of cipher or mnemonics (much less the written 
work) to be burned, and subjecting any Companion or Chapter to heavy penalties, 
should such work be used by him or them. We consider it a violation of our moBt 
solemn 0. B. to use such a work and eminently improper for any Grand Body to sanc- 
tion the keeping of it, either in the Archives, or custody of the Grand High Priest. 

We have failed to find, thus far, any of our companions who indorse the views of 
Comp. Taylor in this matter, and in this jurisdiction, as in North Carolina, any com- 
panion who should write the work or use a written work would suffer the extreme 
penalty of the law. 

Under the head of Kansas, he says 

Comp. Carr brings Arkansas to task for the following, which he regards as very 
poor law : “ That it is not necessary for a Royal Arch Mason to affiliate with a sym- 
Dolio Lodge before he can affiliate with a Chapter.” 

Upon this he comments as follows 

We not only concur in the opinion of Comp. Carr, but go farther. It is contrary 
to all law and usage. If the foundation be removed or impaired the structure must 
fall; symbolic masonry is the ground work of all masonry. 

Really the further we progress with this companion the better we like him ; his 
views are sound and intelligently expressed, and we And him almost invariably on the 
right side of the fence and never on it. But the best of friends must part, and al- 
though there is much yet in this able report which we would be glad to notice, yet 
time presses and we must close. His concluding remarks we presume explain why 
California was omitted from the report. He says : — 

Your committee divided the work to lighten the task, but some members did not 
complete their portion in time for the printer, and hence the review of some juris- 
dictions is omitted, but we hope to notice them next year in due form. V\ e beg 
indulgence at the handB of the “ corps reportorial,” as the labor of preparing this 
report has been performed under many disadvantages, and doubtless much has been 
overlooked which would interest the reader. 

Go it alone next time. Comp. Southgate ; you are Bure to win. 

The M.\ E.\ H. H. Munson was re-elected Grand High Priest, and the R.\ E.\ 
Thomas M. Gardner was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: Wilmington. 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

The Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia held a Special Convocation on the twenty- 
fifth day of June, 1873, for the purpose of constituting, or consecrating, as they term 
it, a subordinate Chapter. The ceremony was publicly performed, and at its con- 
clusion the Grand High Priest, Mr. E.\ Comp. S. R. Sircom, delivered an interesting 
and appropriate address, which was listened to with much interest by a large audi- 
ence of ladies and gentlemen, who graced the occasion with their presence. 

The fifth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Halifax on the second day 
of June, 1874,— the M.'.Er. 8. R. Sircom, Grand High Priest presiding, the JR.\ E.\ 
James Gossip being Grand Secretary. Five subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is principally confined to matters of local 
interest. He announces the death of Comp. Alexander Keith, the first M.\E.\ 
Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia, and pays a fitting tribute to 
bis memory. He makes some excellent suggestions to the High Priests of Chapters, 
among which is the following, which we extract 
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Do not let it be understood that Royal Arch Masonry consists solely in conferring 
degrees ; it cannot be denied that the symbolism of each is beautiful, and when the 
several parts of onr Ritual is fully given and well rendered by competent officers, 
cannot fail to make a favorable impression, yet, as you are well aware, there are 
many who grow tired of listening to the same thing night after night ; some recre&r 
tion, some change from the constant monotony is required. I believe meeting 
together occasionally in a social way will result beneficially, it would certainly 
enable you to become better acquainted one with another, thereby knitting yon 
more firmly together in the bonds of our beloved Order, in Halifax of late years, 
not even the festivals of the Saints John have been in any way observed; this I do 
not consider is as it should be. A library, to which I have already referred, will 
tend also to remove the apathy which at present is existing among so many of os. 

The motion by Comp. Nash to amend the Constitution so as “ to admit none as 
members of a Chapter who are not subscribing members of a Blue Lodge, 71 was dis- 
cussed in all its bearings, and was finally lost by a large majority. 

The Report on Correspondence is again presented by Comp. Jambs Gossip, the 
Grand Secretary ; which announcement iB sufficient guarantee of itB excellence, fie 
reviews the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters in a manner which is inter- 
esting and instructive. California, for 1874, receives courteous attention at his hands. 
After quoting the report of our Committee on Jurisprudence upon the question of 
restoration in the Chapter after suspension by a symbolic Lodge, he says : — 

We do not concur in the view taken by the Grand Chapter of California who de- 
prive a R. A. Mason of his privileges as such, without trial, because he may have 
been suspended from a Lodge. Tne Lodge has no more power over the laws guid- 
ing the Chapter than the Chapter has over those of the Lodge — each work under 
separate Constitutions which define to a nicety as to how the members of either 
body shall be dealt with in case of misdemeanor. 

Our convictions are that to suspend a member from his privileges as a Royal 
Arch Mason, charges must regularly be preferred and trial had, as directed by the 
R. A. Constitution, without reference to any outside body; no other course in oar 
opinion can be considered in accordance wim justice. 

We would respectfully ask Comp. Gossip from whence we derive onr right to be 
Royal Arch Masons? Must we not be Master Masons before we become Royal Arch 
Masons? The Lodge having suspended a member from all the rights and privileges 
of Masonry, how can we as Royal Arch Masons, being also Master Masons, and faith- 
ful to our obligations as such, hold Masonic communication with him? 

When a member of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is suspended or expelled by 
the Lodge of which he is a member, and no charge is preferred against him in the 
Chapter, he is marked on the roll as excluded. He is not declared to be suspended 
or expelled, but he is simply excluded from a participation in our rights and privi- 
leges, because of our inability to fraternize with a Mason who is suspended or 
expelled. 

It is true that the Lodge has no power over the particular laws which govern the 
Chapter; but there are general laws and landmarks of Masonry which all are bound 
to respect, and one of these is, that no Masonic intercourse can be held with one 
who is suspended or expelled ; and though a Mason may build the tower of his rank 
as high as that of Babel, when the Lodge knocks out his underpinning his house is 
bound to come down. 

We may bluster as much as we please, throw ourselves upon our dignity as Royal 
Arch Masons and insist that the Lodge has no jurisdiction over us, yet if the Lodge 
takes a notion to expel one of us and the Chapter objects, the former body would 
say to the latter, in the language of an eminent American citizen, now serving his 
country in a public institution in the State of New York, “ What are you going to do 
about it?’* 

We would be pleased to gossip further with our worthy companion, but the 
familiar spirit of the printer is after us and we forbear. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address, Halifax. 
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OHIO. 

The Grand Chapter of Ohio held its fifty-eighth Annual Convocation in the city of 
Dayton on the ninth day of September, 1874, the M.\ E.\ J. Kelly O’Nball, Grand 
High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ Jakes Nesbitt being Grand Secretary. One 
hundred and thirty-five chartered Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest in his address says 

The history of Royal Arch Masonry in Ohio daring the past year has been char- 
acterized by no nnnsual event. The craft have pursued tneir labors with zeal, and 
while as citizens they have participated in the exciting questions of the day, as 
Masons they have wisely adhered to that “ temperance and prudence ” which should 
be “ the constant practice of every Mason,” and by which their lives shonld be char- 
acterized : and while honestly entertaining their own viewB, liberally tolerant to the 
opinions of others, they have enjoyed the blessings of substantial peace, and the 
erection of our mystic temple on the broad foundation of charity and virtue, so 
wisely and firmly laid by our fathers, has steadily progressed. Differences of opin- 
ion have occurred, but they have been the manifestations of an earnest desire to pro- 
mote the general welfare, protect individual rights and remove every obstacle to the 
general harmony and purity of our beloved institution. 

We note the following decision 

4. An objection by an individual member of a Chapter to the installation of a 
High Priest elect, if valid and of sufficient importance, should prevent the installation. 
Such objection being made, the installing officer should immediately require the 
objecting companion to give his reasons tnerefor, and mnst require that they be in 
writing. If the reasons are not given or are deemed insufficient, the installation 
should proceed. If the reasons given are, by the installing officer, deemed suffi- 
cient, if sustained, he Bhould fix a time and place for their hearing, notify the parties, 
and proceed to investigate the charges. If, on such investigation, the charges are 
not sustained, the installation should proceed ; but if the objections are sustained, 
he should so notify the parties, forbid the installation, and a new election should be 
ordered. If the installing officer is not the G. H. Priest, either party may appeal to 
him . — Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maine, 1872; M. E. J. H. Drummond 
being of the committee . 

A brief bnt interesting Report on Correspondence i3 presented by Comp. 8. M. 
8ullivan. He reports having received and reviewed the transactions of thirty- 
three Grand Chapters, among them California for 1874 ; but we have looked in vain 
for any allusion to California in the report. As he says our proceedings were 
received we are at a loss to understand why he did not review them with others ; 
Comp. Sullivan has the floor to explain. 

rV; There are one hundred and thirty-five Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggre- 
gate membership of 8012. Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary re-elected. 
Address: Troy. 


OREGON. 

Clothed in a robe of brilliant scarlet, neat, tidy and graceful in all her appoint- 
ments, comes to our annual feast our sister Oregon. Although but fourteen years of 
age, in point of beauty, excellence of arrangement, and general interest, she need 
fear no comparison with the oldest and most experienced of the Royal family. 

The fourteenth Annual Convocation was held in the city of Portland on the fifth 
day of June, 1874, — the M.\ E.\ James R. Bayley, Grand High Priest, presiding, 
the E.\ R. P. Earhart being Grand Secretary. All the Grand officers were 
present, and six chartered Chapters were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is, as usual in this jurisdiction, brief and 
to the point. He says what he has to say in as few words as possible, and stops 
when he has done. 

From the following extract we infer that the Order in Oregon is in a healthy 
state of preservation:— 

In rendering an account of the performance of my official duties, I desire first to 
state that through visitation and from correspondence, 1 find that the interest in Capit- 
ular Masonry has taken a new impetus, and the zeal manifested in all the Chapters 
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of this jurisdiction, is a harbinger of good works and increased prosperity in the 
fntnre. The attendance at all regular and called Convocations of all the companions 
who can possibly attend, and the earnest desire to learn the work of the several 
degrees, speaks loader than words for the good results that shall follow this thirst 
for true Masonic knowledge. 

He gives his companions some excellent advice relative to regular attendance 
upon the meetings of their respective Chapters, which they and others will do well 
to heed. He says 

I desire to advise all members, both of Lodge and Chapter, to never miss attend- 
ance at meetings of your Lodges when within your power to be there ; for thereby 
you acquire a habit of regular and punctual attendance, and that habit begets a 
desire to participate in all that pertains to the advancement of the good of the Order. 
So you may not Bay that this would not have been done had 1 been there. For it is 
not only your right but your duty, to be there as often as you can, without injury to 
your business or neglect to your family. 

He has evidently read Carson, and ignored Corson ; for in relation to a visit to a 
subordinate, he says : — 

While speaking of the work of this Chapter. I desire to Btate that one of the peti- 
tioners received and balloted for, was from a Past Master of Oakland Lodge in this 
jurisdiction, who, since his receiving that degree, has met with the misfortune of 
losing a leg, but he was considered as one of their best men in their jurisdiction, and 
they were anxious that he should be permitted to receive the degrees, and I con- 
ferred them upon him, believing that there was no just reason why his misfortune 
should exclude him from said degrees, well knowing that there is a diversity of 
opinion upon this subject, and hoping that it may be fully discussed by the various 
Committees on Foreign Correspondence so that it may come directly before the 
General Grand Chapter of the ^United States and there settled, that all may under- 
stand what is Masonic law in such cases. 

We sympathise most sincerely with those who have been so unfortunate as to be- 
come dismembered from any cause, but we believe that all who are received into our 
Order should be able to comply strictly with all its requirements. While it would 
pain us to reject a worthy brother for such a cause, we should deem it no less our 
duty to do so. We have before fully expressed our opinion upon this question, and 
have as yet seen no good cause to change it. The report of the Grand Treasurer 
shows a balance in his hands of $332 55. 

The sum of fifty dollars was appropriated for the relief of the brethren of Lou. 
isiana who were suffering from the effects of the great inundation, and a letter 
expressing sympathy for their trouble and regret for inability to do more financially 
for their aid, was sent. 

We are somewhat surprised that no appeal to oar own Grand Chapter for assist- 
ance in this emergency has been made. California is never behind, when the wants 
of the suffering and distressed are made known to her, bnt in this case no call has 
been made upon her for sympathy or aid. 

The following resolution was adopted, or rather, a former resolution was amended 
so as to read as follows 

Resolved , That subordinate Chapters in this jurisdiction shall produce their origi- 
nal records of proceedings, or a certified copy of the same, at each annual convoca- 
tion of the Grand Chapter. 

This may do very well in a jurisdiction where there are but six Chapters, but 
when the number reaches into the hundreds, we should judge that it would be some- 
what of an elephant on the Grand Secretary’s hands. 

We find from the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the address 
of the Grand High Priest was referred, that that portion relative to physical qualifi- 
cations of candidates, met with small favor, as they report as follows 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the 
M.\ R\ Grand High Priest’s address in reference to conferring the capitular degrees 
on maimed brothers, beg leave to report, that after careful consideration, your com- 
mittee are of the opinion that the same law governing ancient craft Masons, should 
obtain in the highest degrees. Therefore we would recommend that this Grand 
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Chapter adopt the constitutional rules as published in “ Mackey’s Book of the Chap- 
ter,” numbered Section 6, for the future government of the craft in this jurisdiction. 

Comp. Clark, of the committee, offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved , That the book of the Chapter known as “ Mackey’s Book of the Chap- 
ter,” be adopted as the text book to be used in this jurisdiction, and that the consti- 
tutional rules in Section 6 of said book be published iu the proceedings of this 
convocation. 

The constitutional rale, applying to the case referred to, is as follows: “ No can- 
didate can be permitted to receive the Chapter degrees who is deformed, maimed, 
or imperfect in his limbs, or whose physical defects are such as to prevent him from 
conforming literally to all the requirements of the several degrees.” The last clause, 
in our opinion, covers the whole ground and is all we contend for. 

Comp. T. MoF. Patton, the able and genial Chairman of the Committee on Corre- 
spondence, desiring to retire to private life, and being somewhat persistent in his 
determination to do so, was immediately caned into submission to the popular will 
and surrendered at discretion. 

We give the following in explanation 

TESTIMONIAL. 

The special Committee appointed to procure a testoraonial for Comp. T. McF* 
Patton, Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence, expressed their readi- 
ness to report. Whereupon, Comp. Patton was called to the East, when Jd.\ E.\ 
Grand High Priest, James R. Bayley, in a neat and appropriate address, presented 
to him an elegant cane, beautifully mounted with a solid gold head, ornamented with 
quartz settings, upon which wsb engrossed the following: 

“ Presented by the Grand Chapter, R. A. Masons of Oregon, to T. McF. Patton 
Chairman of Committee on Foreign Correspondence, June 6th, 1874.” 

This beautiful gift, although entirely unexpected, .was received by Comp. Patton, 
with appropriate remarks, iu which he referred to the kind manner which his labors 
had been received, not onlv by the companions at home, but abroad. This alone to 
him was a sufficient reward, and rendered the labors incident to the position both 
pleasant and agreeable, and that this beautiful token presented by the if.*. E.\ 
Grand High Priest in the presence of the companions assembled in Annual Convoca- 
tion.— accompanied with such cheerful and encouraging words, was another evidence 
of the approval of his labors, which would be remembered with pleasure. 

We are glad that our companions of Oregon have recognized genuine merit in this 
graceful and substantial manner. The reports of Comp. Patton have done much to 
reflect honor upon the Grand Chapter of which he is one of the brightest ornaments. 
As a reporter he has few equals and no superiors, and we rejoice that he has con- 
sented to remain in harness.. 

Another excellent Report on Correspondence comes this year from his pen, and 
although he cannot see some things in the same light that we observe them, and goe 9 
for our scalp with the avidity of a true Modoc, yet we are not a bit afraid, and consider 
the cover of our bruin box in no danger. He reviews in his usual racy manner the 
transactions of twenty-two Grand Chapters, our own for 1873 receiving due attention. 

He says: “Comp, .'eff’s address was exceedingly brief, and no doubt it con- 
tained all that was essential.” 

In the matter of the removal of a High Priest in this jurisdiction for non-affiliation 
with a symbolic Lodge, he endorses the action of the Grand High Priest and the 
report of the committee sustaining him. He says of the report of the committee : 
“ This is plain talk and suits us. Such is our law and no one complains.” 

He quotes our remarks upon the non-payment of dues, whereupon he whets hia 
scapling knife and goes for us as follows 

We take it for granted, then, because your law says he shall be, that he is thereby 
suspended without trial. We could cite you, companion, to law jast as good as 

S ours, and in our opinion a good deal better, which declares that no one can be 
eprived of any rightB without a trial and conviction had. We agree with our com- 
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panion as to the pnnishmnnt, bnt dissent as to the mode of inflicting it. It is ques- 
tionable with ns whether the simple act of dropping from the roll, without a distinct 
and formal charge made against the delinquent, is valid, because of certain privileges 
denied. Comp. Wiooix is firm on this question of non affiliation and as a sequence 
non-payment of does. He loses no opportunity of giving vent to his feelings and 
stating the law. but limits his law to his own jurisdiction. The action of the Grand 
Lodge of North Carolina on this question is endorsed as will be seen by the 
following. 

He then quotes our endorsement of the action of the Grand Lodge of North Caro- 
lina in passing a law similar to our own, which, of course, is a dish not suited to his 
aborignal tastes. He says he is willing to “join hands with us in many things,” but 
onr ideas upon the subject of non-affiliation stirs up all the " Injin ’’ in his nature and 
he utters a war-whoop that would make any one but an old Sagamore feel for his 
hair. He says 

We dissent from any such views, and give notice now that we will resist the intro- 
duction or even promulgation ol any such principle. This may all seem very fair and 
proper for Comp. Wigoin, from his stand point, snugly ensconced in a neat office 
and provided with a comfortable salary of twelve hundred dollars per annum, to 
argue and defend the doctrine that a Royal Arch Mason should be declared suspended 
because he had not affiliated within a year and paid dues. But from ours, a little fur- 
ther north, where we labor thirteen months in the year, and perform an equal amount 
of labor, furnish our own office rent, pay our own postage and stationery bills — all 
out of a salary “ less than a penny ” per annnm— we look at this proposition with 
distrust. But hold ! let us arrange our spectacles. Can it be possible that he has 
changed his base— made a flank movement so soon? Yes, our eyes cannot be de- 
ceived : it is the veritable Wiggin, and the following order is announced preparatory 
tQ battle. 

He then quotes from our report as follows 

We have before expressed our opinion somewhat freely upon the question of non- 
affiliation ; we believe it to be the duty of every Mason to be a member of some 
Lodge. If he cannot afford to pay dues to both Lodge and Chapter, he should hon- 
orably withdraw from the Chapter and discharge his obligations to the Lodge. If a 
man is unable to indulge in the luxuries of life, he should do his best to provide 
necessaries. The Lodge is the foundation of the whole Masonic Edifice; remove the 
foundation and what becomes of the superstructure? It is by no means necessary, 
in order to carry out the great fundamental principles of Masonry, that a man should 
be a Royal Arch Mason, or if he is one, that he should be a member of a Chapter— 
Abatis a matter of taste or convenience; but it is necessary that he should be a 
member of some Lodge, t .at he may bear his portion of the labor and responsibility 
incident to the Masonic relation, and not strive to shield himself beneath the quasi 
dignity or the so-called higher degrees. 

He then swings his war club and thus defies ns 

Yes, you have expressed yourself quite “freely;" so freely in fact, that we are at 
a losBiio know whether you are “ for " or l, /ornenst ” the doctrine that a Royal Arch 
Mason shall be suspended unless he affiliates and pungles his greenbacks within a year. 

Comp. W., the floor is yours, please ■' rise and explain.” 

Onr position on this question is perfectly plain ; we believe in Masons doing their 
duty, voluntarily if they will, forcibly if they will not. Our remarks relative to the 
affiliation of Royal Arch Masons apply only to those who./umnp the ability, refuse to 
perform their Bhare of the labors in which their companions are engaged. If a man 
is unable to contribute to both Lodge and Chapter, let him make his inability known, 
and no Chapter will suspend him for not accomplishing that which is out of his power 
to perform ; but, by all means, let him first discharge his duty to the Lodge where all 
the real labor of Masonry is performed, and through whose portals he must first pass 
before he can reach the outer door of the tabernacle. If he cannot afford the expense 
incident to his membership in the Chapter, let him at least contribute his labor to aid 
his companions or cease to claim what benefits may accrue to him from the relation. 
We have no respect for those who enjoy ail the rights and privileges of Masonry 
without contributing anything in return, and we feel impelled to go on the war-path 
after that tribe on every convenient occasion. 
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With reference to suspension without trial, we would simply say that, in this juris- 
diction, in common with many others, the law makes the non-payment of does a 
Masonic offense, and the penalty is suspension, unless, for sufficient cause shown, it 
may be otherwise directed. What good purpose would be served by going through 
all the tedious formalities of a trial in such a case ? The fact exists that a brother 
has not paid his dues ; if he has any excuse to make, he can present it to the Lodge 
who will determine upon its validity, and if he has none, he thereby virtually acknowl- 
edges his guilt, and all the trials that might be had would not alter the status of h)B 
case. He is punished only so long as he defies the law, and he has the power, at any 
time, to reinstate himself by simply complying with its provisions. 

We assert the broad principle that every Mason should be a member of some 
Lodge, and that every Royal Arch Mason, who is able , should be a member of some 
Chapter and pay dues therein or have his comb cot. 

We hope Comp. Patton does not envy us our neat office and comfof'table salary. 
He says he works thirteen months in a year and performs an equal amount of labor 
for nothing and finds himself ; he forgets that we live in a civilized country where 
twelve calendar months make a year, and that the companions of California believe 
in employing otdy first-class talent and paying for it. We may feel inclined at times 
to shirk our labors, but we don’t require to be caned into the traces, although we 
confess that we have been watched and badge-red considerably. 

If “Captain Jack” Patton will leave his hyperborean hunting grounds and pay 
us a visit, we will place our neat office at his disposal and appropriate a portion of 
our wampum to make him comfortable. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Portland. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

From Pen nsyl vania we receive the records of four Quarterly, two Extra and one 
Grand Communication. At the first Quarterly Communication held February sixth, 
1873, the Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia u as formally recognized, aud Comp. Michael 
Nisbkt, Past High Grand Priest, was received and accredited as the representative of 
that Grand Body. An “ Extra Grand Communication” was held on the twenty-ninth 
day of September, 1873, for the purpose of dedicating that portion of the new Temple 
appropriated to the purposes of Royal Arch Masonry. Many distinguished compan- 
ions from other jurisdictions were present and assisted in the ceremonies, which were 
very interesting and imposing. 

The Annual Communication — as it is termed in this jurisdiction — was held in the 
city of Philadelphia on the twenty-seventh day of December, 1873, the Mr. E.\ 
Charles E. Meyer, Grand High Priest, presidiog, the R.\ E\ John Thomson being 
Grand Secretary. Seventeen subordinate Chapters were represented. 

From the address of the Grand High Priest we learn that the wings of the “ dark 
angel” have three times over-shadowed the Council Chamber, and three beloved com- 
panions have beeu called from their labors here below to receive their reward in the 
<( Celestial Chapter above.” From the following extract we may perceive some of 
the benefits arising from au occasional visit to the subordinate Chapters by the Grand 
Officers : — 

January 14. Visited Washington, Washington County, and made a Grand visita- 
tion to Chapter No. 160. 

This Chapter had never been visited by a Grand Officer, and, as a matter of course, 
the aflairs hud not been transacted in a satisfactory manner. 

Among irregularities of constant practice were : — 

The conferring of the degrees, and then trusting the candidate for the amount of 
the fee. The degrees were conferred forthwith on presentation of petition, contrary 
to the Constitution. For many years, by resolution, the dues of all the members were 
remitted. 

I decided that, as the by-laws of the Chapter fix the amount of annual dues, the 
Chapter could not, by one re-olution, remit the dues of all the members. They 
could, in exceptional cases, remit the dues of a companion, as a ease of charity, 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



528 


Proceedings of the 


[April 13, 


and then only on motion dulv made and seconded, and adopted by a majority vote, 
bat not otherwise. The action of the Chapter in the case was declared illegal and 
nnmasonic ; the Secretary was directed to make oat the bills for all dues thas ille- 
gally remitted, and, in case of failure of payment, discipline those in arrears. The 
only means of sustaining the life of a Chapter is by the fees received from candi- 
dates, and dues received from members — the latter furnishing the means of existence: 
and a Chapter has no right to violate its by-laws fixing a certain amount as annual 
dues. 

The Mark Master Mason’s degree was conferred by the Grand Scribe, and the 
Royal Arch exemplified by the Grand High Priest. 

With reference to the dedication of the new temple, he says 

We can congratulate ourselves upon the complete success of the services. Never 
before was such a sight beheld. The clothing of the officers of the subordinate and 
Grand Chapters; the beautiful hall, with its hangings of blue, purple, scarlet and 
white ; the organ and chorus; the large attendance of the companions; and above 
all, the earnest attention given by all, produced such a scene as cannot be conceived 
by man. 

We notice the following decisions, some of which we must confess are not alto- 
gether clear to us 

1. That all documents emanating from the Grand or Subordinate Chapters most 
have the seal affixed to be valid. 

2. That a Chapter cannot be the accuser, and the Bame time sit in judgment on 
one of its members. 

3. That a Chapter under this jurisdiction cannot grant permission to a Chapter 
in another jurisdiction to receive a petition from a resident of this jurisdiction. 

4. That members of a Chapter in this jurisdiction who are officers of a Chapter 
under dispeusation in another jurisdiction, muBt sever their connection with one or 
the other. 

5. That a companion receiving the degrees under an assumed name in another 
jurisdiction, and desires to affiliate with a Chapter in this jurisdiction, under his 
proper name, must produce proper evidence of his being known under both names, 
and must receive the endorsement on hiB dimit that he is the person known there as 
A B, although known here as C D. 

6. That it was not in my power to permit the parade or display in public, in re- 
galia, of a Chapter at a funeral. 

7. That a Chapter cannot appear as such outside of the Chapter hall. 

8. That a Chapter cannot pass a regulation to charge all the members the same 
amount of dues, irrespective of the length of time of their meriibership. 

9. That a Chapter can suspend, at any meeting subsequent to December, for 
non-paymeut of dues, providing due and timely notice had been given, according to 
the Constitution. 

The second decision bothers us. Suppose a member of a Chapter commits some 
grossly nnmasonic act, not against any particular individual, but reflecting discredit 
upon the Order, must his Chapter prefer charges against him and have him tried in 
another Chapter ? 

In this jurisdiction, in such a case, the Chapter directs one of its officers to prefer 
charges against the accused ; commissioners are then elected who hear and deter- 
mine upon the testimony adduced, and their finding is recorded as the judgment of 
the Chapter, subject to the approval of the Grand Chapter. 

Again, we are at a loss to understand the fifth decision, relative to the companion 
who sails under false colors. In most jurisdictions, Buch an individual would be con- 
sidered a piratical craft and treated accordingly. 

The sixth and seventh will not pass muster with our companions of Massachusetts, 
and we think they are rather too stringent. We are willing to go so far as to say that 
a subordinate Chapter ought not to appear in public, as such, without a dispensation 
from the Grand High Priest, but we can conceive of occasions when no harm would 
be wrought by Royal Arch Masons appearing in public in regalia; for instance, the 
laying of corner-stones, dedicating Masonic Halls, or even atfhnerals. 

The newly elected Grand High Priest, Comp. Andrew Robbins, Jr., delivered an 
interesting and impressive address, from which we extract the following, which will 
apply in other jurisdictions than Pennsylvania 
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I would refer yon, my companions, to the almost criminal neglect of the ballot. 
This grand old landmark seems to be getting, at least in some of our Chapters, 
almost obsolete. If we are to take the number of our companions who participate 
in this duty as a criteria, it is indeed fast fading away. 

I have been in not a few Chapters where seventy-five to a hundred members have 
quietly sat ; while out of all those numbers, not more than four or five companions 
manifested the least inclination to vote or deposit a ballot. 

Such a fearful, I may say, monstrous state of apathy, and entire indifference by 
so many of our members to such a high Masonic duty, is indeed great cause for alarm. 
For such neglect and supineness must necessarily make the avenues to our Taber- 
nacles an indiscriminate highway to all who would choose to take advantage of such 
indifference. 

When we for a moment consider that the Masonic ballot is the fountain and chan- 
nel through which all of good and pure, or of bad and evil, flow to us, how terrible 
the guilt, and fearful the responsibility resting upon those who habitually neglect and 
treat with indifference this high Masonic duty. 

I charge you, my companions, I charge you, Most Excellent High Priest, to Bee to 
it, that your robes of office are clear of this great offense. By insisting on a general 
vote of the members of your Chapter on every applicant who comes before it, and 
not suffer the duty of a membership of two and three hundred to be performed by 
one or two companions. 

The abuse of the ballot, in my estimation, companions, is not to be feared by us 
just now, so much as this wholesale neglect by our members. 

For I hold to the earnest conviction, so far at least as the purity, permanency and 
well-being of our Chapters are concerned, that it is better far a good man should be 
deprived of the enjoyment of our privilege by the abuse of the ballot, however much 
it should be regretted and deplored, than to suffer one bad man to come among us by 
its neglect, and by so doing disturb the peace and harmony, and thus mar the pleas- 
ure of our communications. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of Comp. William J. Kelly, 
and fully Justifies the opinion we formed of him, from his last and first report. He 
reviews the transactions of only twenty Grand Chapters, the remainder having failed 
to reach him. He judiciously selects that which he deems of general interest, and 
is in no wise backward in letting us know what his own opinions are. It affords one 
pleasure to read such a report, and we hope Comp. Kelly will long continue to hold 
the position he occupies. California, for 1873, is courteously noticed and liberal quo- 
tations made from the address of Comp. Neff, and from our report of that year. 
He thus expresses himself upon the subject of special dispensations, in which we 
fully agree with him : — 

The part of the above we object to, is the dispensations that were issued to ballot 
for candidates without the usual time for inquiry being allowed. Will the time ever 
come when we shall see the gross inconsistency of allowing applicants to come in 
to our Chapter without complying most rigidly with all the requirements of our laws 
and usages? 

And again, quoting from the address of Comp. Neff, relative to the payment of a 
salary to the Grand Lecturer, he says : — 

Our experience of Grand Lecturers is of course limited, but from what is said of 
them by some jurisdictions who have used them, we should think it would be most 
beneficial to adopt a system of district deputies, and save considerable money by the 
operation. 

He quotes our remarks relative to requiring membership in the symbolic Lodge 
as a pre-requisite to membership in the Chapter, upon which he remarks 

Our practice exactly, except as to paying the amount of dues to some Lodge, as 
we require them to be actually affiliated, and we concur it is effective. 

With reference to non-affiliates, he says : — 

Our practice is to prevent them from visiting a Chapter but once during his non- 
affiliation. We do allow him to visit each Chapter once, the object being to give him 
an opportunity to judge which one he would prefer. After the one visit, however, 
he is debarred from further visiting until he affiliates. 

With reference to the regret we expressed that Pennsylvania still declined to 
unite with the General Grand Chapter, he says : — 
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We regret to give Comp. Wiggin cause for sorrow, but in our defense, we say we 
do not think it politic for grand jurisdictions to surrender even a title of their suprem- 
acy. We know it is urged by many who are in the General Grand Chapter, that it 
tends to uniformity of work, etc. ; but the testimony of some jurisdictions who are 
fully represented in their Council, show to our mind a different result. First, they 
do not seem to pass positive luws ; so that in many cases we find the excuse made, 
that the law was only advisory, not mandatory, etc. : beside, if our mutual obliga- 
tions will not keep us in the traces, and our duty as Royal Arch Masons make us try 
and do right, we need not hope for redress, either from the General Grand Chapter 
or any other body. 

We again repeat, however, that from our knowledge of many of the members of 
that body, it is too respectable to be sneered at; and, indeed, wo individually are 

J iuite satisfied that nothing but good intentions actuate them, but we do not wish to 
oin. 

He quotes oar remarks to Tennessee on the representative question, and grace- 
fully weakens as follows : — 

We look upon the above as the best reason for representation we have seen yet. 
Last year we wrote against the system very decidedly. Fortunately, most of it was 
cut out, and we are glad of it, for we candidly confess we are converted, and feel 
grateful to Comp. Wiggin for the reasoning which has wrought our conversion. 
Show us a good use for any office, and we will defend it; but in these days of ex- 
cessive vanity, we look witli suspicion upon all uew-laugled inventions until,' as in the 
above case, we are Bhown some usefulness in them. 

We are glad to know that Comp. Kelly is converted, and can assure him that he 
iB not alone in hiB conversion. In fact, the system has been generally adopted and 
may be made the means of doing much good. 

Under the head of Georgia he quotes the following from the address of the Grand 
High Priest 

As there was no Committee on Foreign Correspondence appointed at our last Con- 
vocation, I have not felt it to be my duty to make any report thereon, as I am skeptic 
as to any value to be derived by our members from the long reports on Foreign Cor- 
respondence which appear in onr printed proceedings, cumber our minutes and tax 
our treasury. 

Whereupon he divests himself of his number ten Alexanders and goes “ Marching 
through Georgia” as follows — 

We think. Most Excellent Sir. with all due deference to your better judgment, 
that you make a grievous mistake in your conclusion. You certainly could not have 
read the reports, or any material part of them, as received by your Grand Chapter, 
or you never could have hazardea your reputation for good judgment in making that 
assertion. We grant you there may be some items in some of the reports which may 
have made you feel squamish.as they have ns. particnarly in the proceedings ot New 
Jersey : for when we came to look over their proceedings, we find them full of soch 
quotations as the following (see page 13, appendix ) ; “ E»t multi fabula plena joci 
and again, ( on p. 29.) “ Oreideus Naso, Neoratio Flaccus, or Marcus T. Cicero, fsq.” 
Ac., &c. We immediately inquired the profession of the writer, and from a Jersey 
directory found that Comp. Corson was a doctor. After pondering for some time, 
we asked our druggist to let us smell that stuff, and we promise you that for sixty 
seconds after we felt as you have expressed. But in all seriousness we connot think 
you fully reflected upon the Rubject, and of course it will not be attributed to ego- 
tism on our part, for wc are not yet in the harness long enough to be considered a 
reporter; but from our own very, very slight experience in the matter of reading up 
proceedings, we are decidedly of the conviction that those reports you speak of so 
lightly, are really the cream of the cocoanut, both to officers and members, and we 
opine that if you carefully read them, you will say so. 

We would gladly follow our companion further in his interesting report, but 
we must forbear. 

The Jf.\ J£\ Andrew Robbins, Jr., Grand High Priest, and the J?.\ E.\ John 
Thomson, Grand Secretary, were both re-elected. Address : Philadelphia. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

It is with pleasure we greet our sister, Rhode Island, after a three years’ absence 
from our annual reunions. The pamphlet received contains a record of the transac- 
tions at a special Convocation held on the tenth day of October, 1871, and of the 
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seventy-fourth, seventy -fifth, and seventy-sixth Annual Convocations, held in the city 
of Providence on March 12, 1872, March 11, 1873, and March 10, 1874. The pamphlet 
is a very handsome one and reflects credit npon its compiler. It is embellished with 
steel plate engravings of Past Grand High Priest Comp. Thomas A.DoYLB,and also 
of one whose name is a household word in Masonry, Comp. Thomas Smith Webb. 

In 1872 the Committee on Work made an elaborate report, recommending many 
important changes and suggestions, most of which were adopted. The committee 
were continued until 1874, when they again reported, reiterating their suggestions 
in the former report and making matters rather more plain than we think is judi- 
cious in a printed report. 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the pen of the Grand Secretary, 
Comp. Gkokge H. Burnham, and is a well prepared and instructive paper. In his 
review of California he quotes our remarks upon the non-payment of dues, which 
he commends as follows : “ That is as true as Gospel— every word of it. We have 
never been a believer in dues— that is, until within a comparatively short time. Bat 
oar conversion is complete.” 

We are glad to know that we have converted Corap. Burnham to the true faith, 
and now if we coaid only persuade him to send us more than one copy of the pro- 
ceedings of his Grand Chapter, so that oar scissors might find play among the good 
things we find there, we should be satisfied. We cannot cat oar only copy and we 
are therefore debarred from copying many interesting portions of the proceedings 
for want of time. 

The M.\ E.\ Francello G. Jillson was elected Grand High Priest and the 
R.\ E.\ George H. Burnham was re-elected Grand Secretary. Address: Providence. 

SCOTLAND. 

From the valuable and interesting report of Comp. D. A. Ogden, of New York, 
we extract the following notice of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland : — 

The Annual Reporter for 1872-73, containing a condensed abstract of the pro- 
ceedings of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Scotland, and the proceed- 
ings of the Supreme Committee, by whom most of the ordinary business is transacted, 
is before us. In looking over the roll of Chapters we find them from every direc- 
tion— South America, Australia, China, India, Africa, America, Cape of Good Hope, 
Vancouver’s Island, and the Isles of the Sea ; thus demonstrating the wide diffusion 
of Capitular Masonry and the universal character of the institution. Around the 
grand old land of aong and story, the land of Scott and Burns, cluster the great, 
world-wide, bappy family of Free and Accepted Masons. It may be said of this 
institution, as it has been said of Great Britain, that the sun never sets npon the 
Lodges and Chapters in which gather the faithful and true. Scotland illustrates this; 
for turn where yon may, some subordinate Chapter pays tribute to her Supreme 
Grand Chapter. 

Connected with the 8upreme Grand Chapter of Scotland there are thirteen active 
and thirteen dormant Mark Master Lodges. Does not this fact indicate the decay of 
the Lodges, and would it not be better for this ancient Supreme Grand Chapter to 
take charge of the Mark degree, and thus dispense with the Lodges which seem to 
languish, one half being in a dormant state already? 

In the records of the proceedings of the Supreme Committee and Supreme Grand 
Chapter we find the following 

“ The Supreme Chapter took up the report of the committee on the subject of the 
abolition of the Past Masters’ Degree, and the effect of such abolition on Foreign 
Chapters, when, after some discussion, the report was, npon the motion of Comp. 
Mann, G.\ S.\ JV.*., adopted, and the Supreme Chapter in terms thereof resolved, 
that while the American working remains as at present, foreign Chapters should be 
allowed to work what was formerly known as the Past Masters 1 Degree as aside 
degree, if they so desired it, in the same manner as the Ark Mariner and Red Cross 
Degrees are worked; but that should such Chapters have occasion to confer it, they 
should be bound to instruct their candidates that this degree gives them no right to 
be considered a Past Master of St. John’s Masonry, or to wear any of the badges or 
insignia of that Order.” 

The report, which was adopted, is not given in the Reporter; we regret this, for we 
should have been pleased to see it. 
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In the proceedings we find an acconnt of the presentation to Comp. Charles 
McDonaldson, of “ a handsome gold jewel, from Rising Sun Royal Arch Chapter, 
No. 129, Shanghai, China.’’ This was a token of regard for a worthy companion, 
who had been an efficient laborer in the celestial land, in spreading the light and 
power of Craft Masonry. Sometimes we hear this great people called heathen; but 
where the light of Masonry sbine9 and its benign influence extends it is a misnomer 
to call the people heathen, and particularly is tniB true of that great empire, where 
the art of living and enjoying life is perhaps as perfectly systematized as in any part 
of the world. 

After the close of the Supreme Grand Chapter, in March, 1873, the members 
11 adjourned ” to another apartment, and celebrated the festival of the vernal equi- 
nox. We would have liked to have been there and enjoyed the feast of reason and 
the flow of soul, which was without doubt manifested on the occasion. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Chapter of South Carolina held its Annual Convocation in the city of 
Charleston, commencing on the tenth day of February, 1874, the J5.\ E.\ Augustins 
T. Smythe, Deputy Grand High Priest, presiding, the R,\ E.\ Myer B. Moses being 
Grand Secretary. Twenty-eight subordinates were represented. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest commences his address with a touching allusion to 
the death of the lamented Grand High Priest Comp. Janes Biknie, and pays an elo- 
quent and well-deserved tribute to his memory. 

The fame of Comp. Birnie as a 14 wise and accomplished Freemason ” was by no 
means confined to his own jurisdiction. His light shone before men with a steady 
and unshaded brilliancy. Firm, dignified and profound ; familiar with Masonic law 
and usage, as a writer he was ever courteous and just, and, although decided in the 
expression of his own viewB, he invariably treated with becoming respect those who 
might differ from him in opinion. Cut down in the prime of life and in the zenith of 
his usefulness, Masonry has lost one of its brightest ornaments and staunchest sup. 
porters. We join with our brethren of Booth Carolina in mourning the loss of one 
whose place it will be hard to fill. 

The death of the venerable Past Grand Secretary, Comp. Ebrnezeb Thayer, is 
also announced, aged eighty years. He was for many years one of the pillars of 
Royal Arch Masonry in South Carolina, and occupied the position of Grand Secretary 
for many years with honor to himself and satisfaction to his companions. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest feelingly says of him : — 

Like as a shock of corn fully ripe. Past Grand Secretary Ebbnezer Thayer on the 
23d October last, laid him down and was gatherod home. A long, long life could he 
look back upon a weary, toilsome Journey, yet one well spent, bravely travelled. 

We all remember the old man who, with his hoary hairs, his bent form, his totter- 
ing steps, only a year or so ago went in and out among us, standing at his post of duty 
as Grand Secretary, which he had so ably filled for many years. How he loved this 
Grand Chapter ! Fondling over it as a mother over the child whom she has nursed and 
cared for through a long and troubled childhood ! And even when the infirmities of 
age prevented his discharging the active duties of his office, his interest continued as 
unflagging as of yore ; and often would he come to me, as his successor in office, to 
talk over with me its affairs, and to give me that aid and assistance in the discharge 
of the manifold duties of the position his long experience so well fitted him to impart. 

He recommends that the proceedings of other Grand Chapters, now lying loose in 
the office of the Grand Secretary, be bound and made the nucleus for a Masonic 
library. A wise suggestion. These proceedings are daily becoming more valuable, 
and we are constantly importuned for copies, not only of our own proceedings, but 
for what spare ones we may have of other jurisdictions. 

Representatives were received and accredited from the Grand Chapters of Nova 
Scotia and Illinois. 

From the Finance Committee we have this cheering report: — 

The Committee on Finance have made due investigation of the subject matters 
referred to them, and have the satisfaction to report that the financial condition of 
the Grand Chapter is in a more healthy state than it has been for many years. 
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The action taken by the Grand Chapter at its last Convocation to relieve its finan- 
cial embarrassments, was most opportune and salutary. Instead of unpaid bills and 
unredeemed pay certificates to delegates accumulating from year to year, the pres- 
ent receipts of the Grand Chapter are sufficient to meet all its liabilities and leave a 
handsome surplus to defray expenses incurred at the present Convocation. 

We rejoice in this return to financial prosperity and hope it will be long ere it is 
again low water in the treasury. A brief Report on Correspondence was presented 
by the committee, consisting of Comps. Wilmot G. DeaSussure, Wm. K. Blake, and 
James A. Hoyt, which report was referred to another committee, who reported aa 
follows : — 

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, fraternally and respectfally submit the following : — 

That this Grand Chapter is indebted to the Chairman and Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence for a perspicuous and well arranged collation of current Masonic 
rulings, making an interesting digest of the recent opinions of eminent Masonic 
authorities. 

It appears to this Committee that in general the views expressed in the various 
Grand Chapters corresponding with this Grand Body accord with our established 
regulations. Your Committee would, however, call the attention of this Grand 
Chapter to the following usages, which are dissimilar to ours: In Maine and Texas 
it appears that, in the absence of the High Priest, King and Scribe, certain past or 
subordinate officers are allowed to open a Chapter and hold a regular Convocation 
of the same for dispatch of business ; and, in Texas, there is the additional peculiar- 
ity, that in balloting upon the application of a candidate for degrees it is in the 
discretion of the High Priest to admit the votes of visiting Companions who are 
Royal Arch Masons, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of that State. 
Your Committee are of opinion that these should not be hela as precedents for 
similar action in this jurisdiction. 

In defining the relations between the Capitular and Symbolic Degrees a decided 
majority of the Grand Chapters has held with us, that affiliation with a Symbolio 
Lodge is an essential qualification for the enjoyment of the privileges of Royal 
Arch Masonry. That there should not be complete unanimity in this seems strange, 
when we consider that the whole Masonic structure is based on the foundation of 
the first three degrees. 

Your Committee, in conclusion, recommend that the Report of the Committee 
on Foreign Correspondence be published with the proceedings of this Annual Con- 
vocation, for the enlightenment and instruction of the Royal Craft in this jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Correspondence in their report review the transactions of 
twenty-eight Grand Chapters, California, for 1873, being among the number. Each 
receives a brief but fraternal notice. The report, although considerably condensed , 
is well prepared and interesting. 

A committee was appointed to visit Comp. Robert 8. Bruns, Past Grand High 
Priest, who was lying dangerously ill. The Grand High Priest, from the Committee, 
reported that they had “ discharged the duty assigned them, but were unable to see 
Comp. Bruns, owing to his extreme illness, he having undergone fifty-eight opera- 
tions and having had no less than ninety-four tumors cut from him.” We are not 
surprised to learn, under these circumstances, that Comp. Bruns died only three 
days after. 

The Mr , E,\ Augustine T. Smyths was elected Grand High Priest and the 
R,\ E.‘. Myer B. Moses was reflected Grand Secretary. Address : Sumter. 

TEXAS. 

We have again succeeded in establishing fraternal relations with Texas. Last 
year we missed her from our annual gathering and were greatly grieved thereby, bnt 
her absence only makes her the more welcome this year. 

The twenty-fifth Annual Convocation was held in the City of Houston on the third 
day of Jnne, 1874, the Mr . E.\ H. J. McBride, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
J5.\ E.\ Robert Brewster being Grand Secretary. Seventy subordinates were rep- 
resented. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address announces the death of Comp. William T. 
Austin, Past Grand High Priest, and pays the following well-merited tribute to his 
memory : — 
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Wm. T. Austin, Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Texas, and Chair- 
man of the Committee on Work, died in the City of Galveston, on the twenty-fifth day 
of February, 1874, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. I feel conscious of the fact — 
and in this feeling I am persuaded that this Grand Body fully participates— that in the 
death of our much lamented and distinguished companion, society has lost a useful 
member, the Royal Craft one of its most ardent, zealous and enlightened advocates, 
and the Commonwealth of Texas one of her oldest, fastest and firmest friends. His 
life was spent in the promotion of whatever he considered would redound to the wel- 
fare of his country, to the good of Masonry, and to the happiness of mankind. He 
was one of the earliest pioneers that came to Texas, in the darkest and most dreary 
hour of her history, when the terrible storm clouds of war, and of Mexican barbarity 
and cruelty, were lowering along her horizon, and whichever and anon, were sweep- 
ing down upon her plains with merciless vengeance and with wild and unsparing fury. 
How well, how nobly, and how grandly, he performed his duty to his country in the 
days of the Texas Revolution, needs no mention here ; it is familiar to every reader of 
Texas history; and as long as the battles of San Antonio de Bexar, and of San Jacinto, 
are read or remembered by mankind, so long will the name of Comp. Wm. T. Austin, 
and his illustrious compatriots of that eventful period, be gratefully cherished by the 
people of Texas, as heroes and patriots, whose struggle in that dark and gloomy 
period bequeathed to us the blessings and privileges by which we are to-day surround- 
ed, and which we are, on this occasion, permitted to enjoy. 

The charter of one subordinate he arrested for dereliction of duty and lack of 
Masonic zeal. 

A large number of questions were propounded and answered. He decides that 
a companion has the right to object to a visiting companion entering the Chapter of 
which the objector is a member— that a companion may be a member of more than 
one Chapter at the same time— that a Chapter may open for work with less than nine 
members, provided there are visitors enough to make the requisite number, but that 
in order to ballot upon a petition for affiliation, there must be nine members present 
and voting, or an election cannot be declared. The singular custom prevails in this 
jurisdiction of allowing visitors to vote upon applications for degrees, bntfor affilia. 
tion, none bat members can vote. 

Why the distinction should be made we are at a loss to perceive, unless, as is the 
case in some jurisdictions, they simply confer the degrees without making the candi- 
date a member of the Chapter, an admirable method of promoting non-affiliation 
He also decided that a Master Mason, residing at a point eqni-distant from two or 
more Chapters, may apply for the degrees to either, and the Chapter receiving his 
petition acquires jurisdiction over him, which jurisdiction it may waive at its 
pleasure. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer shows a healthy balance of $3,485 11 in hand. 

The following resolution was adopted 

Resolced, That all the revenues of this M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter, except a suffi- 
cient sum to cover current expenses, be imid over to the Grand Lodge, to aid in 
extinguishing the debt due on the Masonic Temple. 

The Grand Chapter of West Virginia was formally recognized and a cordial wel- 
come extended to her. 

We are pleased to find that the Grand Chapter of Texas has at last awakened to 
the importance of reports on correspondence, and an excellent one is presented by 
Comp. Robert M. Elgin, who ably reviews the transactions of thirty-one Grand 
Chapters, California, for 1874, included. Comp. Elgin fully concurs with ob in onr 
remarks, under the head of Iowa, relative to the written work. He says : — 

We concur fully with Corap. Wiogin in the following remark, brought out inhiB 
review of Iowa, and do not hesitate to say that the promulgation of such a work in 
our jurisdiction would incur the severest punishment known to the Order : 

Under the head of New Jersey he quotes the following from Comp. Corson’s 
report, relative to the withdrawal of allegiance to the General Grand Chapter by 
the Grand Chapter of Texas 

Their vows must weigh but lightly upon the consciences of our Texas compan- 
ions, if they can so easily violate them. And that Grand Chapter must possess 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1875 .] 


Grand Chapter of California. 


535 


extraordinary plenary powers if it can grunt indulgences to companions from other 
jurisdictions, enabling them to disregard and disobey obligations which they have 
solemnly and voluntarily assumed. 

To which Comp. Elgin replies 

We would simply ask the companion if a member from his jurisdiction, who 
dimits and removes to Canada, Nova Scotia or England, remains subject to the con- 
trol of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, or does he become subject 
to the Grand Chapter of the country in which he takes up his residence? If he 
admits that the latter is his status, it is nothing more than our Grand High Priest 
decided to be the law here. We do not feel disposed to discuss the question as to 
the right of the Grand Chapter to secede. There are those who. in a political point 
of view, believe we are traitors and deserve to be hanged, and we suppose there 
are Masons who forget that when the connection was dissolved by this Grand Chap- 
ter with the General Grand Chapter that we were living under a Government (“ so 
called,” if yon please,) that forbid all intercourse with the United States, and was 
able to punish those who disobeyed it. The Grand Chapter of Texas was originally 
formed as those of Canada and Nova Scotia— independent of any superior body. 
After the National Government was merged into that of the United States it yielded 
to the popular pressure and, dissolving its independent organization, reorganized 
under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter. The severance was afterward 
made nnavoidable by the political authorities. The General Grand Chapter has 
recognized it as such by receiving other Graud' Chapters back without any question 
as to the legality of their acts during the separation. Texas has not vet seen fit to 
reunite, though she has every reason to believe she would be met with hearty wel- 
come fiom all except Comp. Causox, who, we suppose, would be unwilling to fra- 
ternize with snch loose characters. 


We will wager our old hat, and get a new one if we lose, that from no one would 
Texas receive a heartier welcome than from the genial, warm-hearted Cokson (not 
Carson, Comp. Elgin). He slops over once in a while, but his heart is so full of the 
milk of human kindness that he can't help it, but he is all right in the main. Social, 
political and Masonic relations having been reestablished with the United States, let 
us hope that Texas will once more cast in her lot with her sisters, and become a 
member of the “happy family” under the beneficent sway of the General Grand 
Chap ter. 

The M.\ E.\ W. K. McAlpin was elected Grand High Priest and the R.\E.\ 
Robert Brewster was reelected Grand Secretary. Address : Houston. 

VERMONT. 

The Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Vermont was held in. the city 
of Burlington on the twelfth day of June, 1874 — the M.\ E.\ John W. Clark, Grand 
High Priest presiding, the J?.\ E.\ Wm. H. S. Whitcomb being Grand Secretary. 
Twenty-two subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest delivered a good address, in which he gives utterence to 
those high and noble sentiments which characterize the true and consistent Royal 
Arch Mason. But two questions had been submitted for his decision during the year 
which he rightly regards as a “ gratifying index of the industry, knowledge, and 
zeal of the Royal Craft of this jurisdiction. The questions referred to were as fol- 
lows : — 


“ After a companion has been exalted in a Chapter, can a by-law be enacted 
which shall deprive him of the privileges of signing the constitution and by-laws to 
complete his mentbeiship ?” 

My decision was that membership follows the conferring of the degrees, and that 
any by-law conflicting therewith was unconstitutional and void. 

To any inquiry as to whether the name of a companion might be struck off the 
roll of membership of a subordinate chapter for non-payment of dues, I made the 
following reply : — 

“ If a companion shall refuse to pay the dues to his chapter as prescribed by the 
by-laws be violates his obligation ; and, npon proper proof, at a regular convocation 
and after a due trial, he may be indefinitely suspended at the pleasure of bis chap- 
ter/’ 


He also decided that “ striking the name of a member off the roll, without proper 
trial and conviction of the offence, is inadmissible.” 
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No measure of general interest was acted upon by the Grand Chapter. The pro- 
ceedings were exceedingly brief and confined solely to local affairs. 

A very excellent Report on Correspondence was presented by Comp. J. M. Pol- 
and and we should have been all the better satisfied with it if California had receiv- 
ed a portion of his attention. Our proceedings were regularly mailed to the Grand 
Secretary and we presume were received by him as we have received no notice of 
their failure to connect. We hope our remarks last year, relative to stirring up the 
Committee on Correspondence, have not made our companions so angry that they 
will not notice us, for we like the report of Comp. Poland bo well that we are glad 
he has been stirred up and hope he will be agitated some more. 

There are twenty -five Chapters in this jurisdiction, with an aggregate membership 
of 1752. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Burling- 
ton. 


VTRG-INTA. 

The Grand Chapter of Virginia assembled in Annual Convocation in the city of 
Richmond on the eleventh day of December, 1873,— the M.\ E.\ Robekt E. Withers, 
Grand High Priest, presiding, the Er. John Dove being Grand Secretary, 
Twenty-eight subordinate Chapters were represented. 

The Grand High Priest in his Address congratulates his companions upon the 
peaceful and harmonious condition of the jurisdiction. No appeals had been pre- 
sented, and no grievances complained of. In fact, things are so lovely that he fears 
the existence of a state of apathy. He Bays that “ Royal Arch Masonry, outside of 
the cities and larger towns, seems to elicit too little interest.” He announces in 
feeling terms the death of the venerable Past Grand High Priest, Comp. Levi L. 
Stevenson, who for “ nearly three score years had obeyed the sound of the gavel, 
and had himself wielded it in the highest and most honorable positions.” 

The committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest sub- 
mitted the following sensible report, in which we most heartily concur : — 

Your committee does not consider that the fact of there being no increase of 
Chapters during the past year any evidence of a decline in the spirit or true life of 
Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction. The multiplication of Chapters is an evil, 
unless there iB more thorough instruction imparted to those who are Arched, and the 
principles of our Institution more deeply impressed upon them. If the officers of 
our Chapters could be more thoroughly instructed before allowed to work, if they 
should be required to pass through the hands of the Grand Lecturer, and not allowed 
to be installed until they have the certificate of proficiency, the Institution would 
spread more rapidly and be more useful. And while we desire to see our Grand 
High Priests, and other members of the Council, visit our Chapters, »and, if possible, 
think theyBhould do so, yet it is not to add increase to Chapters, or the membership 
of the Order, but to show their interest in the Institution, and by prudent advice and 
instruction, give efficiency to the moral training of the members, and a spurring of 
the officers to a more faithful performance of their duty. 

Comp. Wm. B. Isaacs presents an interesting and readable Report on Corres- 
pondence. He departs from the usual alphabetical arrangement and pitches into 
Wisconsin first, while the District of Columbia bringB up the rear. He says in his 
introduction 

We are getting tired of the regular alphabetical arrangement of the reports. 
Just here we would say to our colaborers, that we, like the rest of you, on taking up 
a proceeding, turn to see what you say about us first, instead of doing as we ought 
to do, reading the pamphlet through very carefully before getting undeservedly 
riled over the left, or deservedly puffed up over the right-handed compliments that 
are paid us, and occasionally discover, to our mortification, the evident want of a 
realization on the part of some that the writer may possibly have something else to 
do than to cull the pretty sayings with which their reports abound. Let us try the 
new arrangement, and take them haphazard. 
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His notice of each State is brief and pointed, yet courteous and kindly. In hiB 
comments he goes straight to the mark, and we have no difficulty in understanding 
which side of a controversy he is on. 

Under the head of North Carolina he says 

It is very evident, sadly evident, that something r is wanting among our fraterB in 
the Old North State that will stir up their zeal in Capitular Masonry. What that 
something may be this deponent saith not, but wouid ask if, for the prosperity of the 
Craft, the objectionable Dispensation haB not been too freely used. 

In his review of Tennessee, he quotes the remarks of the Grand High Priest in 
favor of biennial sessions, upon which he comments as follows:— 

It is true legislation in Capitular Masonry has reached that degree of perfection 
that Annual Convocations can be considered as hardly necessary. Too much legis- 
lation in Masonry, as in politics or religion, may prove injurious to the body politic. 
New ideas, new dogmas, new restrictions, or the abrogation of old ones, are much 
in accordance with the spirit of the age. Have we nothing to fear from them? We 
think so, and yet the yearly mingling of our Companions, from all sections of the 
State, form bonds binding us together stronger than would bands of steel, and we 
cannot bear the thought of missing our Annual Conclaves, with their social attrac- 
tions. 

He quotes the following from the Address of Comp. Davies :— 

But few questions of importance were submitted to me for my decision during the 
year. Those that were submitted were decided by me in accordance with the usages 
and customs of this jurisdiction, and to the best of my judgment. All of my official 
correspondence is now on file in the office of the Grand Secretary. 

He then proceeds to interview us as follows : 

It is always a source of peculiar gratification to come across sentences such as we 
extract. It is true, it matters not how well the High Priest of a subordinate Chap- 
ter may be informed on questions of law and usage, nor how level his head may be 
in expounding them, there will always be those to take the opposite, and question the 
accuracy of the decision, hence the necessity for the frequent interposition of the 
“ powers that be,” for harmony’s sake, if for nothing else. It is really surprising to 
learn what wide and apparently irreconcilable differences of opinion exist, even 
among well informed, or so supposed, Masons, on questions which appear very sim- 
ple and of easy solution. But our institution has no provision, in law or usage, by 
which 44 many men of many minds,” can be excluded therefrom, and perhaps itwould 
not be safe to have such a resolution, though it might save Grand High Priests much 
trouble. We observe that the Grand Chapter, by resolution, remitted the dues of 
three several companions, former members of now extinct subordinates, and restor- 
ing them, by the same resolve, to all the rights and benefits of the Order, in one 
instance ordered a dimit to be issued. Does not the demise of a Chapter, except in 
debt, remit all dues? From what will the dimit from the Grand Chapter dimit the 
applicant? Will it be from membership to the Grand Chapter? If not, can it be 
from the extinct subordinate? We have always regarded a dimit as evidence , prima 
facie , that the companion was in good standing, and clear on the Treasurer’s book at 
the period of its issuance, to relieve any other Chapter of which he may subsequent] v 
become a member, from the assumption of any dues to his former Chapter. Will 
the remission by the Grand Chapter have that effect? Has the Grand Chapter, in 
fine, the power to interpose with the family arrangements of a subordinate, even 
though that subordinate be Masonically dead ? The Grand Chapter can, under cer- 
tain well known regulations, issue a diploma, which, in our jurisdiction is taken as 
collateral evidence. It appears to us, the next nearest, geographically, subordinate 
Chapter to the residence of the party, would have jurisdiction over him and that 
body, and not the Grand Chapter, the proper tribunal to restore rights and grant 
dimits. 

The questions in the foregoing extract are fully answered by Comp. Goulet, and 
will be found under the head of Missouri. 


The Annual Convocation for 1874 was held in the city of Richmond on the seven- 
teenth day of December,— the Mr, K\ B. M. Hakris, Grand High Priest, presiding, 
the Br, Er. John Dove being Grand Secretary. Twenty-four chartered Chapters 
were represented. 
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The Address of the Grand High Priest is very brief but interesting. From it we 
learn that peace and harmony prevails throughout the jurisdiction. He says 

It would, however, have been more satisfactory to myself, and encouraging to 
those who feel a deep interest in the growth and prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry, 
if I was able to report any material increase either in individual membership or in 
the number of Chapters. While it is trae that no charters have been surrendered, it 
is also true that no dispensations have been granted, or even applied for. 

This apparent lack of interest and energy may, to some extent, be attributable 
to the difficulty experienced by Masons liviog in the country and in the smaller 
towns, in obtaining the degrees and the instructions necessary to the formation of 
new Chapters. To obviate this difficulty, 1 recommend the appointment of District 
Depoty Grand Lecturers, under such proper regulations and instructions as the Grand 
Chapter may deem judicious to adopt. 

Again the Grand Chapter is called upon to mourn the loss of a Past Grand High 
Priest — Comp. J. P. Little, of whom it is said: “ He was a man whose singular 
purity of life and exalted character challenged in the community a respect and 
esteem which is rarely extended to any man has ended his earthly labors, and 
gone to receive his reward. Thus day by day the faithful, good, and true depart 
from among us; but how great the consolation, when those we mourn as lost, leave 
to us as a heritage a name unspotted, a reputation pure and unstained ! 

Would that all our lives might be so spent, that at their close it might be said of 
us, as of him: “His Masonic brethren pointed with honest pride to his blameless 
and useful Christian life, as a fitting illustration of the beauty and value of the sublime 
morality our traditions and lectures inculcate. ” 

A proposition to establish a Home for the Widows and Orphans of Masons in that 
jurisdiction is earnestly recommended to the favorable consideration of the com- 
panions— a good and noble work, and one which we hope will be abundantly blessed. 

We cannot concur with “Old Virginia ” in the following resolution: — 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to change the general regulation passed in 1859, 
to wit : “ Resolved , That every companion who is a member of a Royal Arch Chapter 
shall not, and ought not to be excluded from his membership in the Chapter simply 
because he is not an affiliated Mason.” 

The Report on Correspondence is again from the courteous pen of Comp. Williav 
B. Isaacs, who this time extends the area of his usefulness by ten pages. This is 
encouraging, and shows that, as the companion progresses, he, like all the rest of 
us, becomes enamoured of his work, and we yet have great hopes of him as a mem* 
ber of the M. A. S. Of California for 1874, he says : — 

We admire the address of Grand High Priest Davibs. From it we learn that bis 
Grand Chapter had just entered on its third decade, had reached that period in life 
when it had gone safely through the measles, whooping-cough, passed the gozzels 
and all other infantile diseases, and was just entering intoman's estate, full-fledged, 
robust, and with a voice that is heard and listened to with respect and admiration 
all over the world. 

He quotes the action of our Grand Chapter relative to restoration after suspen- 
sion by a symbolic Lodge — upon which he says : — 

Which appears to us good reasoning. We think, however, it would have been 
well for the committee (to avoid complications) to have added to the resolution, 
“but where action had been taken in .the Chapter, any subsequent proceedings of 
the Lodge would not impart any rights to the delinquent in the Chapter.” 

To which we will say, that the addition suggested is implied by the nature of the 
resolution, and is so understood. 

He gives us the following kindly notice : — 

The versatile pen of Companion Wigoin furnishes the Report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence in his usual terse and happy manner. A combined attack of “ neuralgia, 
gout, and epizootic” f’O's not appear to have disturbed , the equanimity of his tem* 
per, nor added a drop ttf bitterness to a heart evidently overflowing with the milk of 
numan kindness. We hope one of these days to make his personal acquaintance. 

To which we respond most heartily “ so mote it be. ,f 
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Under the head of Alabama, he says : the Report on Correspondence is from the 
pen of 44 Comp. Fillians.” Who the Dickens is he? We think the able reporter 
for Alabama will scarcely recognize himself tmder that title. He gets off the follow* 
ing, under the same head, on the 44 big Bngaboo ” which has so severely exercised 
the bibliographers of the Craft for three years past 

We regret to find him reprodncing in extenso the very learned and lnminons 
report of Comp. Chapman, of Massachusetts, on that humbug (we ^mean no disre- 
spect) the Tetragrammation. It might be made the subject of an interesting discuss- 
ion in the Chapter, but the types in any establishment in Virginia would * 4 mould into 
ruins ” before the compositor could place them in his stick. For the sake of the 
Craft, do for GodV sake let 44 the thing *’ alone. 

We advise Comp. Isaacs to read the 44 Holy Triad ” in connection with Comp. 
Chapman’s report, and if that does not give him a confirmed bibliophobia then he 
can’t be bored with a big anger. 

The following, under the head of Mississippi, we fully indorse : — 

We look upon Capitular Masonry as highei’ in number only. The three first 
Degrees are practical in all the relations of life. A suspension in a Lodge acts, per 
se, throughout the higher in number . It is not a rule that works both ways. But a 
subject for discipline in a Chapter does not necessarily fall to the Lodge for execu- 
tion, though it would be a saving of time and labor. The Chapter can exercise the 
right, which is inherent, independently of the Lodge. 

We were considerably depressed upon reading the following concluding re* 
marks 

For several years last past, through the kindness and partiality of the Grand 
Council, and not from any ability or qualifications of our own, we have been 
assigned to this duty, and have as often made sad, sad failures. Our own affairs 
now demand our unceasing, watchful care, and we hope it will be the pleasure of 
the Grand Council to relieve us. Our intercourse with the 44 mutuals ’ has been 
most pleasant and improving. If we have offended, we beg pardon, and give them 
our parting blessing. 

Our mind, however, was greatly relieved when, tacked on to the report, we dis- 
covered the following : — 

Supplemental — The “complimentary but peremptory orders ” of the Grand 
Council, which I hadn’t the power to resist, keep me in the 44 harness ” for another 
year. I am, however, permitted to express my deep sense of regret that such orders 
have been issued, not only for my own sake and reputation, but for the sake and 
reputation of the Grand Chapter, and more particularly for the sake and reputation 
of mv co-laborers in this part of our Masonic vineyard. I will, however, do the 
best I can under the circumstances, and throw myself on the kind forbearance of 
the 4 4 mutuals,” begging them to overlook my sins of omission and commission. 

We trust the Grand Council will long keep him under orders, and allow him room 
according to his strength. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were re-elected. Address : Rich- 
mond. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 

The pamphlet before us contains the proceedings of our youngest sister for the 
years 1872 and 1873, and is a handsome and well-executed piece of work. 

The second Annual Convocation was held in the City of Wheeling on the four- 
teenth day of November, 1872, — all the Grand Officers being present, and six subord- 
inate Chapters were represented. M.\ E.\ Thomas H. Looan, Grand High Priest 
presided, Comp. O. S. Long being Grand Secretary. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is confined to matters of local interest. A 
speck of jurisdictional difficulty had arisen with the Grand Chapter of Virginia, which, 
however, has since been amicably and happily settled. 

Three dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters. 

The third Annual Convocation was held in the same place on the thirteenth day of 
November, 1873,— the if.*. E.\ Thomas H. Logan, Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
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R .\ B .\ 0. S. Long being Grand Secretary. Every Grand Officer was at his port 
and eleven subordinates were represented. 

The Address of the Grand High Priest is a brief, but well considered paper. He 
takes pleasure in acknowledging the kindly recognition extended to them by many 
of the Grand Chapters, and regrets that recognition should have been withheld by 
others, because of their failure to recognize the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States. Upon this subject he remarks as follows : — 

A few of the Grand Chapters, while kindly inclined toward us, have hesitated in 
giving us fraternal recognition because of our failure thus far to recognize the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter of the United States. We regret that this should be a cause of 
distrust or possible alienation. In justice to our Grand Chapter J may say thAt the 
severance of long existing relations and the formation of new ones are matters of no 
little importance, and should be undertaken only after full consideration. As vet we 
have not been able fully to adjust our domestic affairs and place our Grand Chapter 
in complete working order, and we may therefore be excused for our failure to devote 
much attention to matters beyond our immediate domain. Adhesion to the Grand 
Chapter of the United States will render necessary some material changes iu our regu- 
lations and ritual. HaBty action might produce confusion and embarrassment. Feel- 
ing the want myself of more information upon the subject, I forbear to make to you 
any recommendation further than to urge upon you individually the propriety of ex- 
amining the question for yourselves, so that at a more convenient Beasou you may be 
able to reach an intelligent conclusion. In the meantime we hope our friends in 
other jurisdictions will possess their souls in patience and will not fluster our inex- 
perience by their too ardent appeals on one side or the other. 

We have no doubt our companions of West Virginia will do as unto them seems 
right in this matter, and we can afford to leave them to judge for themselves, hoping 
that the arguments of Companions Dadxun and Cobson may have the effect to bring 
them to our way of thinking. 

An amendment to the Constitution was adopted which we cordially approve and 
hope to see it adopted by our own Grand Chapter at its next Annual Convocation 

Change clause 1 of Section 12 so as to read: — 

1. The Grand High Priest, King, Scribe, Treasurer and Secretary shall be elected 
by ballot at each Grand Anuual Convocation, and the remaining officers of the Grand 
Chapter shall be appointed by the Grand Council. 

And this we hope to see extended to the subordinate Chapters. The High Priest, 
King, and Scribe are much better qualified to judge as to who will best fill the subor- 
dinate placeB, than the majority of the members, many of whom make their appear- 
ance but once a year, and, remaining long enough to vote for some favorite candidate 
for office, disappear and are seen no more until the next election. 

The members of the Council are interested in procuring the best material to aid 
them in the work, and will not be likely to appoint any except those who are willing 
to learn their duty and do it. 

The Report on Correspondence by Comp. O. S. Long, the Grand Secretary, is 
entirely confined to a recital of the action of the various Grand Chapters relative to 
the recognition of the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, and comments thereon. We 
hope to hear further from Comp. Long next year, when, with the status of his Grand 
Chapter firmly fixed, he will be able to give some portion of his attention to the 
affairs of his neighbors. Under the head of Kansas, he fully and completely answers 
the objections ot Comp. Cabb to the recognition of the new Grand Chapter, and we 
would give his argument entire, but, the Grand Chapter of West Virginia, having 
already been recognized by the General Grand Chapter, and thereby placed upon a 
firm and sound basis, we deem it unnecessary to occupy our space with arguments 
which are conceded to be sound and correct. 

The Grand Chapter of West Virginia has now its destiny in its own hand, and It 
has our cordial good wishes for its prosperity and success. 

The Grand High Priest and Grand Secretary were both re-elected. Address: 
Wheeling. 
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WISCONSIN. 

The Grand Chapter of Wisconsin held its Annual Convocation in the City of Mil* 
waukee, commencing on the seventeenth day of February, 1874,— the M. m . E.\ C. F. 
G. Collins, Grand High Priest, presiding, the R.\ E.\ W. T. Palmer being Grand 
Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest delivered an interesting and practical Address, in which 
he congratulates his companions upon the fact that there is little if any need for leg- 
islation, and that harmony and prosperity prevail throughout the jurisdiction. Two 
dispensations were granted for the formation of new Chapters. 

In the matter of official decisions, the Grand High Priest reports a “ condition of 
things almost millennial,” he not having been called upon once to lay down the law, 
or for the performance of any official act save to grant the dispensations aforesaid, 
and to approve the by-laws of a subordinate. He says : “ I deem this the best pos- 
sible evidence of the perfect adaptation of our Constitution to our wants, and a 
deserved compliment to the officers of our subordinate Chapters.” 

Representatives were appointed near the Grand Chapters of Pennsylvania and 
Kansas. 

He is opposed to the use of substitutes, and is satisfied that all their Constitution 
needs to render it entirely adequate to their wants is to be “ let alone.” He recoin 
mends that their earlier proceedings be reprinted, they having become very rare and 
difficult to obtain. Forty-two chartered Chapters, and two under dispensation were 
represented. 

The report of the Finance Committee shows a balance in the Treasury of $3547 21. 

The following resolution was adopted 

Resolved, That a protest against the advancement of a candidate may be made 
privately to the High Priest, and shall thereupon be entered upon the Chapter 
records, and shall have the same preventive effect and for the same length of time 
as a rejection by ballot. 

A resolution highly complimentary to the retiring Grand High Priest was adopted, 
and the Grand Secretary was directed to procure a Past Grand High Priest’s jeweb 
to be presented to him at the next Annual Convocation ; and mirabile dictu , the 
Grand Secretary was also remembered ; for we find the following resolution* which 
was unanimously adopted 

Resolved, That in consideration of the long, faithful, earnest and reliable manner 
in which Past Grand Secretary, Excellent William T. Palmer, has performed the 
duties of Secretary of this Grand Chapter during the pa«t fonrtcen yeors, and as a 
mark of the affection and esteem which the companions of tbiB jurisdiction* hold for 
him, and that he may have a suitable souvenir of their kind remembrance : That the 
M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest be directed to procure a Past Grand Secretary’s jewel, 
to be presented to P. G. Secretary W. T. Palmer, at the next Convocation of this 
Grand Body. 

We don’t know what a Past Grand Secretary’s Jewel may be, but we would sug_ 
gest as a design, a pen of the Corinthian order broken ; by it standing a Grand Secre- 
tary weeping, his hands impatiently enfolded in the few remaining ringlets of hia 
hair. Motto : Functus officio . 

We think there must be a screw loose somewhere in the domestic economy of 
Wisconsin Chapters, judging from the record of suspensions, as we find that one 
Chapter suspended at one meeting fifty three of its members ; another suspended 
eleven, another seven, and others a lesser number. The Grand Secretary rightly 
characterizes this as a “ disgraceful record >” and we fully concur. 

Comp. J. P. C. Cottrill presents the Report on Correspondence, prepared in hia 
usual excellent style. Such reports are creditable not only to the writer, but to the 
Grand Body with whom he is connected, and are valuable additions to Masouio 
literature. 

7 
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Comp. Cottrill reviews the transactions of thirty-five Grand Chapters in a man- 
ner which cannot fail to interest and instruct. Scissors, with him, are evidently at a 
discount. He tells what has been done in his own language and comments freely 
upon it. California, for 1873, receives a kindly and courteous notice. He praises the 
Address of Grand High Priest Nepf and approves his action in removing from office 
a High Priest who was unaffiliated with a symbolic Lodge. On thia subject he says : 
“ Our judgment emphatically is, that the man who lives on the parlor floor, ought to 
help keep the basement and foundation which supports him in repair.” 

At the risk of being considered egotistical, we print what he says of our report 

The Grand Secretary, Comp. Wiggin, makes a lengthy and valuable report on 
correspondence. As we read it, we feel the regret that Comp. Pillars expresses that 
a report of this kind is read by so few, and as we write, we are somewhat oppressed 
with the apprehension that perhaps many may regard these documents, prepared so 
anxiously and with so much expenditure of time and study, as after all a bore. But 
the ‘‘ gude wife ” and the “ bairns ” are sleeping— an hour or two less of sleep is 
naught to us— the work is agreeable and the instruction is great, and so we keep the 
quill driving, albeit it is of steel, hoping however that we may smooth the point, if 
not with use, at least with charity. The report under consideration is one of the 
most carefully prepared and most kindly written that has fallen under our eyes. We 
cannot enter largely upon it, and can only note a few of the matters to which it 
refers. An objection after ballot and previous to the conferring of the M. M. degree 
operates as a negative ballot, but does not so operate after the first degree of the 
Cnapter is conferred ; for by a general regulation, after the latter degree is con- 
ferred, the objection goes to a committee for investigation. This controverted ques- 
tion is thus split— or rather it is quartered. The objection, we submit, should operate 
with the same effect and 'should have the same force all through. The ‘ 1 District ” 
receives a good suggestion relative to the G. G. body, viz., to submit to constituted 
authority and give our respected parent a rest Ihe granting of dispensations is rep- 
rehended, and upon a novel ground, but one of the best we have Seen noted, viz., 
that upon finding a long list of them, our companion immediately looks forward to 
see what the Grievance Committee bad to report. The sound doctrine is advanced 
that if a Mason cannot afford to pay both Lodge and Chapter dues, he should with- 
draw from the Chapter and discharge his obligations to the Lodge ; and with all due 
respect we would change his form of expression to this — let a man provide first for 
the necessaries of life, and then, if he can, he may have the luxuries. 

We accept the amendment. 

Ihe M.\ E.\ J. H. Evans was eleoted Grand High Priest, and the B.\ E.\ J. W. 
Woobhull was elected Grand Secretary. Address : Berlin. 

CANADA.* 

The Grand Chapter of Canada held its seventeenth Annual Communication in the 
city of Ottawa on the fourteenth day of October, 1874,— the JT.\ E.\ Comp. C. D. 
MaoDonkll, Grand Z., presiding, the 22. \ E.\ Comp. J. W. Morton acting as Grand 
Scribe E. ;Focty-fhur chartered Chapters and five under dispensation were repre- 
sented atithe opening. 

We notice among the visitors the names of Comp. Albert Pies, of Arkansas, and 
Comp. 'EL B. Tracey, of Michigan— neither of whom asked leave to sing a song. 

The reason given for postponing the Convocation of the Grand Chapter from the 
usual time in August, until October, shows the heart of the Grand Z. to be filled 
with the true spirit of Masonry, and was a delicate compliment to a faithful and 
.deserving officer. He says : — 

Shortly, in fact almost immediately after the close of the last session of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada, our late R. E. Companion, Thomas B. Harris, Grand Scribe B. 
of this Chapter, was prostrated by serious illness, and his life despaired of. Wl He in 
this dangerous state, it was intimated to me by many members of this Grand Chap~ 
ter that the approaching meeting in August was causing him great uneasiness of 
mind, and by postponing the same it might be the means— by removing the anxiety 
— of accelerating his restoration to health. Out of consideration for the eminent 
eervioes rendered the Royal Craft by our late lamented companion, and of my own 


* Received too late for insertion in its proper order.— Grand See . 
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high personal esteem for him, I decided to postpone the meeting of the Grand Chap- 
ter uutil the second Wednesday in October, well aware that in so departing from the 
constitution al period of assembling, lor so desirable a canse, it would not only meet 
with the unanimous approval of the Grand Chapter, but also be deemed a well mer- 
ited tribute of consideration towards the suffering companion, and the distress 
thereby entailed upon his afflicted family. 

But alas! the kind offices of those who loved him so dearly were all unavailing, 
for on the eighteenth day of August, 1874, he was called within the vails of the 
celestial tabernacle to receive the reward accorded to the true and faithful work- 
man. 

The Grand Z. pays an eloquent and touching tribute to his memory, and we moBt 
sincerely sympathize with our companions of Canada in the sad loss they have sus- 
tained. • 

The Grand Z. states that during his term of office, no complaint for nnmasonio 
conduct has been laid before him, and that peace and harmony prevail throughout 
the jurisdiction. 

As an evidence of the growth and prosperity of the Order in our sister jurisdic- 
tion, we notice that seven dispensations for the formation of new Chapters were 
issued during the year. 

The following correspondence will doubtless prove interesting to Royal Arch 
Masons in the United States, especially where the parties are known. We know 
nothing of the merits of the controversy between Companions Larneb and Mason, 
but we will venture to £ager a first class Havana that Comp. Larneb has right on 
his side. 

The Grand Z. says 

Early in December last I received the following communication from M. E. Com- 
panion, Noble D. Labnek, the M. E. Grand High Priest of the District of Columbia. 

Office of the Grand High Priest of the Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter of the District of Columbia. 

Washington, Nonember 26 , 1873 . 

Companion 8. JB. Barman, M. E. Grand High Priest 

Of the Grand R. A. Chapter of Canada . 

M. E. Companion,— The personal relations existing between your Grand Repre- 
sentative near the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia and myself, being of 
such a character as to prohibit intercourse between him and myself, 1 am, therefore, 
much to my regret, compelled to request bis commission as a representative be 
revoked, and that some other companion, whose standing and position in the frater- 
nity will command the respect which a Grand Representative is entitled to, be ap- 
pointed in his stead. Companion Mason is not a member of our Grand Chapter, and, 
therefore, only visits the same through courtesy. He has never filled a higher posi- 
tion in a Chapter than that of Secretary, and his interference lately in matters belong- 
ing exclusively to members of our Grand Chapter, and other circumstances, not 
necessary to mention, has made him very obnoxious, not only to myself, but to a 
very large number of the members of our Grand Chapter. For these, and other 
reasons which I might mention, I have, after consultation with our Deputy Grand 
High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, and other companions concluded to make 
this official request of you tor the rev6cation of his commission as your Grand Rep- 
resentative. 

With the hope that the fraternal relations at present existing between our two 
Grand Chapters may continue, 

I remain yours, truly and fraternally, 

(Signed) Noble D. Larnkr, 

Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter 

of the District of Columbia. 

P. 8. — I would recommend M. E. Companion Joseph Daniels, Past Grand High 
Priest of onr Grand Chapter, as one in every way qualified for the position of your 
Representative. 

(Signed) N. D. L. 

G. H. P. 
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After carefully considering the request contained in the above I directed the 
Grand Scribe E. to write the M. E. Grand High Priest of the District of Colombia 
informing him of my decision. Accordingly on the 4th day of March last, he addressed 
to him the following communication : — 

Grand Chaptkr of Canada, ) 

Office of the Grand Scribe E. J 
Hamilton, Okt., March 4th, 1874. 

Noble D. Earner, Esq., 

Grand High Priest, 

Grand Chapter, District of Colombia. 

Dear Sir and M. E. Companion 

Circumstances beyond my control have occured, which have of necessity caused 
me to put off addressing to you a communication as directed by our M. E. Grand Z. 
on the 17th January last, on the subject of our representative at thh Grand Chapter 
of the District of Columbia, which has, I am given to understand, been the subject 
of some correspondence between yourself and the past and present Grand First 
Principal Z. of this Grand Chapter. 

I have now the honor, under instructions of the M. E. Grand Z., to state, in 
regard to your desire for the cancelment of the credentials of our representative, 
R. E. Comp. John E. Mason, at the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, that 
under ordinary circumstances he would feel himself warranted in exercising the pre- 
rogative of his office, by at once canceling the commission of our representative, 
but after mature consideration, and in the absence of any charge of irregularity or 
misconduct, on his part, the M. E. Grand Z. does not see his course clear to revoke 
the deliberate act of one of his predecessors, performed on the best recommenda- 
tion and subsequently ratified and confirmed by our Grai^ Chapter in Annual Con- 
vocation, and our said representative having been received and recognized by your 
Grand Chapter. 

The M E,\ Grand Z. has therefore arrived at the determination of referring 
the whole matter to Grand Chapter at its next Annual Convocation, to deal with the 
subject in such manner as in its wisdom it may deem proper. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Dear Sir and M. E. Companion, 

Yours truly and fraternally, 

Thomas B. Harris, G . & E. 

Washington, D. of C., U. S. A. 

I now leave the matter in your hands to take such action in the premises as to 
you may seem meet. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Address of the Grand Z. report as 
follows, and their report was adopted : — 

Your Committee regret to learn that difficulties of a personal nature have arisen 
between our representative, near the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia, 
and the M. E. the Grand H. P. of that jurisdiction, and as the M. E. the G. H. 1\ 
has requested the withdrawal of the appointment of li. E. Comp. J. E. Mason, your 
Committee beg to recommend that although we have no cause of dissatisfaction with 
Oomp. Mason, the Grand Z. be requested, if it shall become necessary, to withdraw 
his credentials, as we cannot desire to have a representative at any Grand Chapter 
who is not agreeable to those with whom he comes in contact, and whose presence 
might impair those kindly feelings which should at all times exist between sister 
Grand bodies. 

The reports of the several Grand Superintendents show a healthy and prosperooa 
condition of the Order throughout the jurisdiction, and peace and harmony reign 
supreme. 

From the following resolution we infer that the organization of a Grand Chapter 
In Quebec is imminent 

J Resolved, That permission be given to the Chapters in Quebec to meet for the 
purpose of considering what action, if any, they may deem it desirable to take 
towards securing the formation of a Grand Chapter for that province, and that the 
M. E. the Grand Z., be authorized to take such action in the matter as he may con- 
sider for the best interests of Royal Arch Masonry. 

A very full and excellent Report on Correspondence from the able pen of Comp. 
Henry Robertson graces the proceedings. He reviews the transactions of thirty- 
five Grand Bodies, including the Grand Chapter of Scotland and the Grand Mark 
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Lodge of England, and his report is one of the most enjoyable among the many 
good ones which have come to oar notice. California, for 1874, receives a good 
share of his attention. He quotes liberally from the Address of Comp. Davies, and 
from our report of that year, which he is pleased to say is an “ exceedingly interest* 
ing one.” 

Under the head of Connecticut, he thus expresses himself upon the objection ques- 
tion : — 

In jurisdictions where the ballot is not required to be taken for each degree, the 
arguments of Comp. Lewis can have no possible application. As to the “ preserva- 
tion of peace and harmony,” that desirable state of things has no stronger advocates 
for its perpetuation than ourselves, and we agree with all that Comp. Lewis has said 
on that subject, but we would confine these verv strong precautions to the candi- 
date’s first initiation into Masonry. After a man has become a Mason, we are of 
the opinion that an allowance of an unsupported objection to his advancement, will 
be more destructive of the harmony that should prevail, than his reception of the 
degrees, to which he has already been declared entitled. Agaiu we say. “ allow no 
objections after a clear ballot except fur cause, and require them to be followed by 
a charge and due trial." 

He, in common with most of the reporters, has his shot at Goulet for his con- 
denser. He says : — 

Comp. Goulet has got ahead of us all this time, but we are much mistaken if our 
Missouri companions will be satisfied with that sort of an abomination in the future. 
We naturally took Missouri with the expectation of something good, of course, from 
Gouley. but our best feelings were outraged, and our tenderest anticipations were 
blasted in the bud, by getting hold of an amorphous production, only calculated 
for the perusal of a professional Dryasdust. The perpetrator of such a practical 
joke upon his confiding and inoffending brothers of the quill, ought to be— yes — 
certainly he ought. 

We give the conclusion of Corap. Robertson’s report, as it pays a well deserved 
tribute to the memory of a faithful companion, whose death has caused a thrill of 
sorrow to many hearts without as well as within the jurisdiction of Canada : — 

We fear that we have in this review somewhat exceeded the limits usually 
assigned to this committee, and it may be that we have also taxed somewhat severely 
the patience of our readers, who have endeavored to follow us in this, our annual 
stroll through the walks of capitular Masonry, in other jurisdictions. But we have 
at least tried to present you with a fair summary of the condition of the Royal Craft 
abroad, and to select from the different proceedings the most interesting matters. 

It will be perceived that we, as Royal Arch Masuns, have great cause to be grat- 
ified at our present state of prosperity, and at the general good feeling and fraternal 
kindness prevailing among the different Bodies. Such is properly the case, for our 
institution would lose one of its noblest characteristics, were not its effects to be 
productive of peace and good will, especially towards those linked with us in one 
indissoluble chaiu of friendship and affection. 

IN MEMORI AM. 

But the saddest words remain to be written, and our loss is yet too recent to be 
spoken of with composure. Our beloved companion, Thomas Bird Harris, has 
passed away, and “the place that knew him once, shall know him no more for- 
ever.” 

To those who knew him (and who of the Craft in Canada did not), it is needless 
to say anything in his praise, but we cannot close this Report without bearing our 
humble tribute of love and respect to one so dear to us all. His devotion to Masonry 
was well known, and, with him, it was indeed a labor of love. During his Masonic 
career he was always most zealous in the discharge of its duties, ready to give up 
his time whenever called upon by his brethren, and ready to embark in every work 
which required his Masonic assistance. The urbanity of his mauner, the equanimity 
of his temper, the cheerfulness of his disposition, were all such as to make the per- 
formance of his many Masonic* duties peculiarly acceptable to all with whom he 
came in contact, while his vast fund of Masonic knowledge, and his readiness to 
impart information, rendered him peculiarly fitted for the positions he occupied. 

But it is on those who were privileged with his intimacy that the blow falls with 
the most telling etTect. Their sorrow is indeed poignant, and their regret will be 
more lasting. His memory will be ever green in our hearts. By remembering his 
many virtues, we will pay him a tribute, such as Masons owe, to those whom Masons 


Digitized by 


Google 



Proceedings of the 


546 


[April 13, 


revere and love. We can do no more to prove how dearly we loved, and how 
deeply we respected onr departed companion. 

We can only say, that if Masons wish for an example by which to form their 
own course, they have but to look to the Masonic career of our revered companion, 
Thomas Bird Harris. 

We commit his memory to the custody of the Royal Craft, and may peace rest 
upon his ashes, as honor must ever rest upon his name. 

There are sixty-one subordinate Chapters borne upon the Registry, with an aggre- 
gate membership of 2774. 

The M.\ E.\ James Seymour was elected Grand Z., and the R.\E.\ B. P. 
Stephens was elected Grand Scribe E. Address : Toronto. 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

The Genetal Grand Chapter held its twenty-second Triennial Convocation in the 
city of Nashville, Tennessee, commencing on the twenty-fourth day of November, 
1874,— the M.\ E.\ Jgsiah H. Drummond, General Grand High Priest, presiding, the 
JJ.\ E.\ Christopher G. Fox being General Grand Secretary. Twenty-four State 
Grand Chapters were represented. Alabama, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Texas were unrepresented. 

The Address of the General Grand High Priest is an able and exceedingly interest- 
ing paper, and we wish we had space at our command to publish it entire. He pays 
a glowing tribute to the memory of the eminent companions who have rested from 
their labors since the last Convocation, and few jurisdictions have been exempt from 
the visits of the dark angel. 

With reference to Chapters under dispensation, he entertains the same views ex- 
pressed by us in our Report of 1872. He sayB 

Inasmuch as Chapters under dispensation, created by your officers, may exist 
nearly three years before a charter can be applied for, I earnestly recommend that 
you adopt specific regulations defining their powers and privileges, and authorizing 
them to exercise all the powers of chartered Chapters, save the installation of 
officers. 

The law upon this subject seems to have been originally based upon a false as- 
sumption of fact — that these bodies are the creatures of the officer issuing the dis- 

S ensHtion. It was said that charters were issued only by Grand Lodges, while 
ispensations were issued by Grand Masters by virtue of the prerogative of their 
office . But all Grand Lodge constitutions expressly authorize the Grand Master to 
issue dispensations for new Lodges, under certain circumstances. A dispensation by 
the Grand Master is issued bv the authority of the Graud Lodge, as much as a charter 
ordered by it and signed by him. The idea therefore that a Lodge under dispensation 
is a mere creature of a Grand Master by virtue of an authority inherent in his office, 
faa false one; and there is no reason why bodies under dispensation may not be 
invested with all powers necessary for their convenient operation. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom the subject was referred, presented 
the following resolution, which was adopted, and thus another absurdity has ex- 
ploded 

3. Resolved , as a Regulation, That the General Grand Chapter hereby vests in 
its subordinates under dispensation full power of discipline over their members, and 
the right to exercise all the powers of “ chartered ” Chapters, save the election and 
installation of officers. 

He recommends what has long been the law in this jurisdiction, viz., that peti- 
tioners for a dispensation to form a new Chapter be required to procure their dimits 
before organizing under dispensation. 

Dispensations had been issued for the formation of new Chapters in the Territories 
of Colorado, Utah, Washington, and Montana, aod in the State of Nevada, which 
latter has now formed a Grand Chapter. 

Difficulties having arisen in Seattle Chapter, at Seattle, Washington Territory, its 
charter was arrested, and the matter was finally referred to the General Grand High 
Priest with power to restore or arreRt the charter as he may deem best for the inter- 
ests of Royal Arch Masonry. He gives a history of the organization of the General 
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Grand Chapter, which we consider of sufficient interest to warrant onr giving it en- 
tire. He says : — 

There is so much misapprehension concerning the historical and legftl relations 
of the General Grand Chapter to the State Grand Chapters, that I beg yonr indul- 
gence a few moments while I give a summary of the history of their organization. 

This body is the oldest sovereign Grand Chapter in the world. The Grand Chapter 
of Pennsylvania was organized earlier, but it was attached to, and under the au- 
thority of, the Grand Lodge, and did not become independent for several years. 

This body was organized in January, 1798, as the Grand Chapter of the States of 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Now 
York, under the name of the “ Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern States of 
America.” It was provided in its original Constitution, that there should he in each 
State a Deputy Grand chapter, of which the Grand Chapter should have the super- 
intendence, “ with the right of appellate jurisdiction over a'l their proceedings and 
determinations, with power to disaffirm and disannnl them.” It provided the time 
and place for the formation of the Deputy Grand Chapters of Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, and New York, but retained Vermont and New Hampshire 
under its own jurisdiction. At the several times and places thus fixed, and by the 
authority thus given, Deputy Grand Chapters were formed in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island. Connecticut, and New York. 

In 1799. the Grand Chapter changed its name to General Grand Chapter, but con- 
fined its jurisdiction to the same States. It changed the name of the Deputy Grand 
Chapters to State Grand Chapters. Vermont was then placed under the jurisdiction 
of New York, and New Hampshire under that of Massachusetts, until Grand Chap- 
ters should be formed in those States. In 1804. a Grand Chapter was formed m 
Vermont, without the consent of New York ; but in 1800 the General Grand Chapter 
confirmed the action, and recognized the new Grand Chapter and admitted it to 
representation. 

In 1806, the General Grand Chapter changed its name to the “ General Grand 
Chapter of the United States of America.” and assumed corresponding jurisdiction. 
Let it be observed, that at that time the Grand Chapters which had been created by 
it were the only ones in the country, except the one subordinate to the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, and probably another which was subordinate in the same manner 
to the Grand Lodge of Maryland, the General Grand Chapter was the only sovereign 
and supreme body of Royal Arch Masons in the country. It limited the jurisdiction 
of the Grand Chapters to the States in which they were located, reserving to itself 
exclusive jurisdiction to grant dispensations and charters in the other States, but 
provided for the formation of new Grand Chapters upon the warrant of one of the 
general Grand officers. This provision for the formation of Grand Chapters lias ever 
since been retained in the Constitution. 

In accordance with this provision, the Grand Chapters of Arkansas, California,- 
Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana. Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire. New Jersey* Oregon, 
Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin, were formed by authority of the warrant of a 
general grand officer, which warrant in terms, or substantially, provided that the 
Grand Chapter to be formed should be “subject to the Constitution and laws of the 
General Grand Chapter.” The reorganization of the Grand Chapter of Vermont in 
1849 was by virtue of a similar warrant. The clause providing for retaining the 
authority of the General Grand Chapter in some of the warrants was very specific. 
In the case of Texas it was “always provided, however, that such Grand Chapter 
shall conform to and abide by the Constitution, rules, and edicts of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States.” The preamble of the original Constitution of 
the Grand Chapter of Georgia (which was also adopted at its reorganization in 1841 ) 
is as follows: “ We, the several Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the State of 
Georgia, created and established by authority of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States of America, by and with the consent of the said General Grand Chap- 
ter. have agreed to form a Grand Chapter for the State of Georgia ; and bf ing duly 
represented by our respective High Priests * * * convened * * pursuant 

to public notice, and the powers vested in us by the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States of America * * do ordain and declare,” etc. All the Chapters 

which took part in forming all these Grand Chapters were created by the General 
Grand Chapter, except those in Maine, which were created by the Grand Chapter of 
Massachusetts while Maine was a part of that Commonwealth. 


* There was a Grand Chapter in New Jersey before 1824, formed undor the authority 
of the General Grand Chapter, but it became extinct, and was never revived, and the 
present body was formod ns if none had ever existed in that State. 
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In Alabama, in 1823, a Grand Chapter was formed by Chapters chartered by the 
General Grand Chapter; no previous warrant was obtained, but the proceedings 
were ratified by the General Grand High Priest. On investigation, however* by the 
General Grand Chapter in 1826 it was decided that the proceedings were irregular, 
and the Grand Chapter not legally formed ; and it was recommended that a new 
Grand Chapter be formed. This decision was acquiesced in, the old organization 
abandoned, and a new Grand Chapter was formed under the warrant of the General 
Grand High Priest. It became dormant in 1831, and in 1837 the representatives of 
the several Chapters met and proceeded “to form a Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
according to the provisions of the Constitution of the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States.” 

A Grand Chapter was formed in the District of Columbia in 1824 by virtue of a 
warrant from the General Grand High Priest, and his action was confirmed, and the 
Grand Chapter recognized by the General Grand Chapter in 1826, and received under 
its jurisdiction. In 1841, this Grand Chapter had ceased to work, aud the Chapters 
were placed under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of Maryland. In 1867, a 
new Grand Chapter was formed, and became a constituent of the General Grand 
Chanter. 

The Grand Chapter of Florida was formed by two Chapters chartered by the 
Grand Chapter of Virginia, and one chartered by the Grand Chapter of South Caro- 
lina. As the latter was at the time a constituent of this body, this grant of a charter 
was unauthorized, and gave just cause of complaint ; and the grant of the charters 
by the Grand Chapter of Virginia was, by the terms of our constitution, an invasion 
of our jurisdiction ; bnt all irregularity has been waived for many years, and the 
Grand Chapter of Florida been recognized ; and all questions have’ been set at rest 
forever, by her uniting with her sister Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of this 
General Grand Chapter, 

The Grand Chanters of Kentncky and Missouri were each formed by three Chap- 
ters chartered by the General Grand Chapter, but without any warrant from a general 
grand officer ; the proceedings in Kentucky were approved by two general grand 
officers (Clinton and Webb), and the action in both cases, upon application, was 
ratified and confirmed by the General Grand Chapter. 

As before stated, a Grand Chapter probably existed in Maryland before 1806, bnt 
the records have not been preserved ; references are made to it in the proceedings 
of the present Grand Chapter as 44 a former Grand Royal Arch Chapter. ” The pre- 
sent Grand Chapter was formed in 1814, and by mutual action of the General Grand 
Chapter and itself was “admitted under the jurisdiction ” of this body 4 ‘on an 
equality with the other Grand Chapters,” and “ Bitbject to the constitution and regu- 
lations of said General Grand Chapter.” 

The Grand Chapter of North Carolina was formed by six Chapters, at least three 
of which were chartered by the General Grand Chapter, under wbos * jurisdiction it 
assumed that it belonged. At its re-organization in 1847, it applied for recognition, 
which was granted upon condition that it amended its constitution to conform to 
that of the General Grand Chapter; this was at once done, and its obligations to the 
General Grand Chapter fu'ly recognized. 

The Grand Chapter of Ohio was formed by two Chapters which had existed before 
1798 — one Chapter chartered by the Grand Cuapter of Marylnnd, and there was 
another Chapter in the State chartered by the General Grand Chapter. The pro- 
ceedings woie conducted under the advice of Thomas Smith Webb, who, as Deputy 
General Grand High Priest, approved the formation of the Grand Chapter, and in- 
stalled its officers ; and his action was ratified by the General Grand Chapter. 

The Grand Chapter of South Carolina was formed by two Chapters chartered by 
the General Grand Chapter, and one chartered by the Grand Chapter of New' York 
in 1803, before the jurisdiction of State Grand Chapters was limited to their States. 
No warrant was obtained in advance, but the proceedings were formally approved 
by Thomas Smith Webb. General Grand King, and the Grand Chapter was repre- 
sented in the General Grand Chapter at its next convocation. 

Thns it appears that “ all the Grand Chapters,” except Florida, Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia, “ were either created by the General Grand Chapter or formed 
by Chapters chartered by it and authorized to form a Grand Chapter solely upon the 
condition of obedience to the constitution and laws of the General Grand Chapter.” 

The Grand Chapter of Virginia was formed in 1808, after the General Grand Chap- 
ter had undertaken to exercise exclusive jurisdiction throughout the country. Con- 
sistency would have required it to ignore the Grand Chapter of Virginia, as it did 
Chapters chartered in other StateR by the Grand Chapter of Pennsylvania, but it saw 
fit not to do so, and has practically recognized that Grand Chapter for many years. 

It needs no more, it seems to me, than this historical statement to show that a 
constituent of this General Grand Chapter has no more right, legal or moral, to 
throw off its allegiance than any subordinate Chapter has to throw off its allegiance 
to its Grand Chapter. 
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He strongly recommends the recognition of the Grand Mark Lodge of England, 
and the General Grand Chapter adopted a resolution recognizing that Grand Body, 
but afterwards reconsidered it and the matter was postponed until the next Triennial 
Convocation, which we consider to be a wise precaution. 

The following decisions were rendered and approved by the General Grand Chap- 
ter: — 

A very large number of questions of Masonic law have been submitted ; in many 
cases for decision, and in others for an opinion. Some arose in Chapters under our 
immediate jurisdiction, and others called for a construction of the constitution, or 
some resolution of the General Grand Chapter. Some of the more important ones I 
give. 

1. Substitutes.— The action of the General Grand Chapter in relation to substi- 
tutes is not mandatory, bnt permissive. A regulation of a Grand Chapter permitting 
their use, or one prohibiting their use, does not conflict with the resolution of the 
General Grand Chapter, and subordinate Chapters aie bound by such regulation. 

2. Qualification of Candidates.— The General Grand Constitution does not 

S rescribe the qualifiaation of candidates. By the landmarks they must be Master 
[asons. and therefore such Master Masons as are legally recognized as such by the 
other Master Masons of the particular jurisdiction. In other words, they must be 
Master Masons in good standing as such. The meaning of the term “ in good stand- 
ing ” is determined by the laws governing Blue Lodges in the particular jurisdiction. 
If by these laws, an unaffiliated Mason is “in good standing,” he is eligible as a can- 
didate, in the absence of any regulation of the State Grand Chapter. But I find 
nothing in the General Grand Constitution preventing any Grand Chapter from requir- 
ing such further qualifications as it deems proper. 

3. Effect of Discipline by the Lodge.— The Chapter must give to discipline 
by the Lodge the same effect that it hns under the laws of the Grand Lodge, and the 
Chapter has no authority to inquire into the regularity of the proceedings of the 
Lodge, but they must be taken as valid until reversed by competent authority. The 
Chapter has no part or lot in making or fixing the standing of Master Masons; we 
take them as made by the Blue Lodge, aud their standing as fixed by the Blue Lodge. 
The effect of the suspension of a member of a Chapter by his Lodge for non-pay- 
ment of dues must be determined by the laws of his Grand Lodge. If the suspen- 
sion ( as in some States ) is from membership only, his standing in the Chapter is not 
affected, in the absence of regulations by his Grand Chapter; but, if the suspension 
(as in other States) is from all his Masonic rights, he at once loses his standing as a 
Koval Arch Mason, whatever may be the regulations of his Grand Chapter. 

4. Effect of Reversal of Action of Lodge by the Grand Lodge.— When 
the action of a Lodge, in cases of discipline, is reversed or annulled for any reason 
by competent authority, the party at once regains the same stalxas that he had at the 
commencement of the proceedings, as fully and completely as if none had ever 
been had. 

6. Effect of Restoration by the Lodge.— But when a companion is restored 
to his Masonic rights by his Lodge, after a legal conviction by it, the settled law is, 
that he is restored to his rights as a Royal Arch Mason, except membership in his 
Chapter; though I confess I have never been able to see the propriety of this rule, 
nor of the exception if the rale is adopted. 

When a Lodge expels a member, he loses all his Masonic rights, as fully as if 
he had never been initiated; consequently he ceases to be a Royal Arch Mason. 
Now the Lodge may, by restoring him, make him again a Master Mason, as it pre- 
viously made him a Master Mason, save that the process is different; but I cannot 
see what authority a Lodge has to make a Royal Arch Mason by restoration, any 
more than by the original initiation. Bnt if it is held, that the act of the Lodge 
restores him to all the rights of which the Lodge deprived him, why is membership 
in the Chapter excepted? The Lodge may refuse to restore him to membership in 
itself, because it may annex snch limitations to the restoration as it sees fit; but the 
Lodge has no power to annex any limitations to the effect of his restoration in the 
Chapter. 

6. Past Master’s Degree.— It is not proper for a Chapter to confer the Past 
Master’s Degree upon the Master elect of a symbolic Lodge, who has not received 
the Mark Degree. As I understand, the General Grand Chapter decided at its last 
convocation that a Chapter can recognize no other Past Master’s Degree than the 
one conferred by it, and no other person eligible to receive it than a Mark Master 
Mason. 

7. Qualifications of Grand High Priests.— The General Grand Constitution 
does not provide that a Grand High Priest must be a Past High Priest ; but seems to 
leave it to Grand Chapters to fix the qualifications of their officers. 

8. Who may Open a Chapter.— A Chapter cannot properly be opened bv a 
Past High Priest in the absence of the High Priest, King and Scribe. Section 10 of 
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Article I of our Constitution provides, that “ Tn all cases of the absence of an officer 
from any body of Masons, instituted or holden by virtue of this constitution, the offi- 
cer next in rank shall occupy his place, unless, through courtesy, or for other rea- 
sons, he should decline in favor of a Past High Priest.” The language of this pro- 
vision embraces Grand Chapters and subordinate Chapters, and in terms seems to 
authorize the Captain of the Host, or oven the Master of the Third Vail to open the 
Chapter in the absence of all of his superior officers. I cannot believe that such 
was the intention ; but that it was intended to apply only to the officers composing 
Hie Council ; but if it has a wider meaning, it does not authorize a Past High Priest 
to open a Chapter, save under the direction of the highest officer present 

9. Change op Place op Meeting op General Grand Chapters.— The General 
Grand High Priest has no power to change the place of the convocation of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter fixed by it, and no power to change the lime, unless there shall 
be “ danger to life or health ” in holding the convocation at the appointed time. 

This decision was made in consequence of an application of the Grand Chapter 
of Louisiana, approved by many members of this body. 

The General Grand Chapter appreciated the following remarks, and rescinded the 
resolution of 1871, which has caused oceans of ink to be shed, and called forth much 
learned discussion among our erudite companions:— 

I feel it my duty to state to you that the decision of the General Grand Chapter 
of 1871, in relation to Ritual, has produced a great degree of dissatisfaction, and 
that very many companions believe the decision to be erroneous, and in conflict 
with the practice at the time, and ever since our present system was founded. And 
1 feel assured that the interests of Royal Arch Masonry require that the matter be 
re-examined. 1 had intended to discuss the question, and submit the results of my 
investigations in a confidential address, but upon further reflection, I have deemed 
it best to call your attention to the subject without expressing my own views, and 
bespeak for it your deliberate and impassioned consideration and decision. 

Prom the report of the General Grand Secretary we learn that the “ Grand Chap- 
ters belonging to the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, number thirty-four, 
with 1750 subordinates, embracing an active membership of about 112,000 compan 
ions.” 

The following resolution was offered by Comp. Cassidy, of New York :— 

JResolved, That every Chapter under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chap- 
ter has sole and exclusive jurisdiction over all its rejected material at all times and 
places, and that no Chapter be permitted to confer the Capitular Degrees upon a 
rejected candidate without the consent of the rejecting Chapter. 

This resolution was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who presented 
the following report, which, much to our surprise, was adopted :— 

Your committee also report on the resolution offered by Comp. Cassidy, of New 
York, in relation to the jurisdiction of Chapters over rejected material. 

Doubts having arisen in reference to the question as to the right of any Chapter 
to confer the Capitular Degrees upon a candidate previously rejected by any other 
Chapter, it is declared by this General Grand Chapter, as the true law upon such 
subject, that no Chapter under this jurisdiction shall confer the Capitular Degrees 
on any candidate previously regularly rejected by any other Chapter, without first 
procuring the consent of such rejecting Chapter, provided that such Chapter be in 
existence. 

We are at a loss to discover the wisdom or justice of this piece of legislation. 
When an article has been rejected and thrown away by one party it is presumed 
that any one who desires has the right to appropriate it ; and we see no good reason 
why an applicant for the degrees who has been rejected by a Chapter and thereafter 
removes from its jurisdiction, should not, after a reasonable time has elapsed, have 
the right to petition the Chapter nearest his place of residence. 

Suppose an applicant is rejected by some Chapter in Maine, and ten years there- 
after he desires to present his petition to a Chapter in Texas, where he has resided 
since his rejection ; he cannot do so until the consent of the Chapter in Maine has 
been obtained, the name of which the candidate may have forgotten, and thus he 
would be debarred, however worthy, from becoming a Royal Arch Mason. The 
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passage of this law will, we are folly convinced, be the means of doing ranch injns- 
tlce, and causing many unnecessary and vexations delays, besides engendering ill 
feeling between the Chapter seeking consent and the rejecting Chapter should it 
choose to withhold it. 

In compliance with an invitation extended, the members of the General Grand 
Chapter visited Mrs. James K. Pole, widow of the late President of the United 
States, where they were severally introduced, and paid their respects to that dis- 
tinguished lady. 

The General Grand Secretary was directed to cause the proceedings from 1798 to 
1856, inclusive, to be copied and stereotyped, and one thousand copies thereof 
printed for distribution. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, in theforeport confirming the decisions of the 
General Grand High Priest, thus express themselves on the substitute question:— 

Your committee cannot, however, let the occasion pass without an expression of 
their opinion in reference to the subject of the second decision (substitutes); that, 
while tne use of substitutes was practiced by ail the old Chapters, and our fathers in 
Masonry walked in that way, we regret that a uniformity could not now be observed 
in this respect. And we disapprove of the legislation of State Grand Chapters for- 
bidding their use, believing that the whole subject should be left to the several 
Chapters to use them or not as demanded by the occasion. 

The Grand Chapter of Nova Scotia was formally recognized and a cordial greet- 
ing extended to her. 

A committee was appointed to consider and report at the next triennial Convoca- 
tion, what are the proper titles of the several officers known to the capitular degrees. 

A committee was also appointed, of which Comp. Drummond is Chairman, to 
revise the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. 

The Committee on Grievances congratulated themselves and the General Grand 
Chapter that their office bad proved a sinecure. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted, the members rising : — 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Grand Chapter be and the same are 
hereby tendered to M.\ E. m . Josiah H. Drummond, for the very able and faithful dis- 
charge of the duties devolving upon him as General Grand High Priest during his 
official term, and for the impartial and fraternal manner in which be has presided 
over its deliberations at this Triennial Convocation. 

A well-merited tribute to an able, faithful, and zealous officer. 

The following proposed amendments to the Constitution are to be acted upon at 
the next Triennial Convocation :— 

Resolved , That Section 3, of Article I, of the Constitution, be amended, by adding 
thereto the following ; “And provided further, that all proxies referred to in this 
section shall be held only by members of the bodies they severally represent.” 

Resolved, That Sec. 3, of Art. I, of the Constitution, be amended, by inserting 
between the words “ officers” and “shall.” the words “or their proxies,” so that 
when amended the last clause of said section will read as follows: — 

" Provided, Thai any Chapter under this jurisdiction, in any State, District or 
Territory where there is no Grand Cnapter duly established, shall have a right to 
appear bv its first three officers, or any one or two of them, which officers or their 
proxies shall collectively have one vote.” 

Resolved, That Bee. 1, of Art. II, of the Constitution, be amended, by adding 
thereto the following 

" Provided , also, that State Grand Chapters may admit to membership therein 
the Past High Priests of the subordinate Chapters an their respective jurisdictions, so 
long as they may continue members of such Chapters.” 

Resolved. That Sec. 3, of the Miscellaneous Provisions of the Constitution, be 
amended, by adding thereto the following: “ Provided, however, that the amend- 
ment so proposed may be modified in any manner by the General Grand Chapter 
while the same is before it for consideration. No modification, however, shall be 
made not germaiu to the matter contained in the original proposed amendment.” 

Resolved, That Sec. 3. of the Miscellaneous Provisions of the Constitution, be 
amended, by inserting after the words “ General Grand Chapter,” the words “ re- 
ferred to the Committee on Jurisprudence and reported upon by them,” so that when 
amended the said section will read as follows 
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Section 3. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, unless such altera- 
tion or amendment be proposed in writing at one regular convocation of the General 
Grand Chapter, “ referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence and reported upon by 
them.” published in the minutes of the proceedings, and at the next regular Convo- 
cation receive the approval of two-thirds of the members present. 

Resolved , That Section 3 of the Miscellaneous Provisions of the Constitution be 
stricken out. 

Comp. Elbert H. English, Little Rock, Ark., General Grand High Priest. 

Comp. John Frizzell, Nashville, Tenn., Deputy General Grand High Priest. 

Comp. Robert F. Bower, Keokuk, Iowa, General Grand King. 

Comp. Alfred F. Chapman, Boston, Mass., General Grand Scribe. 

Comp. John McClellan. Boston, Mass., General Grand Treasurer. 

Corap. Ohkistophkr G. Fox, Buffalo, N. Y., General Grand Secretary. 

Comp. Noble I). Earner, Washington, D. C., General Grand Captain of the Host. 

Comp. Augustine T. Smyth e, Charleston, S. C., General Grand Royal Arch Captain. 

ELECTION OF GRAND ROYAL ARCH CAPTAIN. 

Comp. Smythe having declined to serve as General Grand Royal Arch Captain* 
Comp. Henry Bostwick, of Covington, Ky., was chosen to that office. 

The next Triennial Convocation will be held in the city of Buffalo, N. Y., on the 
third Tuesday of September, 1877. 


CONCLUSION. 

Thus, companions, we close the record of another year. We have selected from 
the transactions of our sister Grand Chapters such portions as we deemed to be of 
general interest and presented them with such comments as their nature seemed to 
demand. 

In our examination of the proceedings of other Grand Bodies we have found much 
to instruct and commend and but little to condemn. Their perusal has afforded ns 
sincere pleasure, not however unqualified with sadness, for the mourning pages so 
thickly strewn through the various records, tell the rad story of many a loved one 
whose life work is ended and the memory of whose good deeds is left us as a pre- 
cious legacy to be carefully treasured in our hearts. To many of us, the year now 
numbered with the past has been fraught with sadness and sorrow. Since our last 
report was presented, we too have “passed under the rod” and have drained to the 
bitter dregs the cup of affliction. Yet we find consolation in the fact, that, although 
death may wrest from us the objects of our dearest affections, it cannot destroy the 
memory of their shining virtues, and we are clieered by the thought, that, although 
dead, they still live in the influence which the bright example of their lives still sheds 
upon onr hearts. 

S We congratulate you upon the general peace and prosperity which everywhere 
prevail ; from the North to the South, from the borders of the broad Atlantic to 
onr own sunny home upon the shores of the great Pacific, no note of discord mars 
the general harmony. With slow but certain progress our Order is increasing and 
sheds the light of its benign teachings wherever civilization leads the way. 

Amid this general prosperity, let us not relax our vigilance, but guard well the 
outer courts of the tabernacle, seeing that no stone is used in the completion of the 
temple but such as will pass the test of the Master Overseer’s squarej To our 
^brother correspondents we are indebted for many tokens of kindly approval and 
encouragement. Some differences of opinion, relative to matters of law and usage, 
of coarse exist; but in the discussion of these differences, we have endeavored to 
keep within the bounds of courteous argument, and have ever been met in the same 
fraternal spirit. 
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We are painfully aware of the shortcomings of this Report, but “ such as we have 
we give nnto thee and trusting to your good nature to excuse its imperfections, 
we throw ourself upon your Masonic charity, and promise to do better next time. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGGItf, 

# For the Committee . 

Comp. Charles Marsh, Past General Grand Scribe, then addressed 
the Grand Chapter, giving an interesting account of the proceedings 
of the General Grand Chapter at its last triennial Convocation. 

The Grand Lecturer made a verbal report of his official acts during 
the year, and, on motion, he was instructed to prepare a written report 
for publication with the proceedings. 

The Grand Secretary presented the credentials of Comp. Charles 
Marsh as representative of the Grand Chapters of South Carolina, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and Massachusetts; and, on motion, Comp. Marsh 
was received and accredited as the representative of those Grand 
Bodies. 

On motion, the Grand Lecturer was requested to exemplify the 
work in the degree of Mark Master, in California Chapter, No. 5, at 
seven and a half o’clock this evening, and in the Royal Arch degree, 
to-morrow evening, in the same Chapter and at the same hour. 

The Grand Chapter was then called off until two o’clock this after- 
noon. 


in (Stand Chapter. 

Afternoon Session, } 
Tuesday, April 13th, 1875. f 

The Grand Chapter was called on at two o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

The Grand High Priest announced the following committees : — 

On Finances : On Returns : 

Comp. Joseph Miller Litchfield, Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, 

“ Benjamin Wilcox Baroes, 

“ Louis Wellendorff, 

“ John Whitton Surface, 

“ James Rosa. 


George Tuttle Grimes, 
Ambrose Hall Cowden, 
John Dodd Skinner, 
Charles John Hell wig. 
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On Charters: 

Comp. Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, 

“ Samuel Calvert Foy, 

“ Ralph Ellis, 

44 George Fayette Mallett, 

44 Nathan Weston Spaulding. 

On By-Laws: 

Comp. Theodore Edward Smith, 

44 Melvyn Sims Gardner, 

“ James Martin Rodgers, 

44 Adolphos Leigh Fitzgerald, 

44 Stephen Kirby Nurse. 


On Grievances : 

Comp. Alexander Gordon A hell, 
44 Jacob Hart Neff, 

44 Andrew Jackson Broder, 
44 # Adoniram Jndson Loomis, 
44 Thomas Cross Pockman. 

On Payment of Delegates : 

Comp. Charles Marsh, 

44 George Heirn Gilbert, 

44 John Francis Snow, 

44 Thomas Callow, 

44 William Monroe Petrie. 


The Grand Secretary presented liis Annual Beporfc, as follows : — 

To the Mr. E.\ Grand Chapter of California: — 

The undersigned respectfully presents the following report of the transactions of 
his office for the year ending January thirty-first, 1875: — 

As soon as possible after tbe close of the last Annual Convocation, the proceed- 
ings thereat were printed and the usual number of copies was distributed to the 
Chapters, to the Grand and Past Grand Officers, and transmitted to ail the Grand 
Chapters with which we are in communication. 

By order of the Grand High Priest, dispensations were issued for the formation of 
three new Chapters, viz. : August fifth, 1874, to Lassen Chapter, at Susanville, Lassen 
County; January thirtieth, 1875, to Dixon Chapter, at Dixon, Soiano County, and 
March eighteenth, 1875, to Modesto Chapter, at Modesto, Stanislaus County. 

The petitions for these dispensations, with the accompanying papers required by 
the Constitution, the Record Books, By-Laws and returned Dispensations of Lassen 
and Dixon Chapters, together with petitions for their perpetuation by Charters, are 
herewith submitted. 

The books and papers of Modesto Chapter have not as yet been received. 

The following special dispensations have been issued by order of the Grand High 
Priest, viz.: December third, 1874, to Eaval Chapter, No. 35, to ballot upon the ap. 
plication of a candidate without the usual reference to a committee, and February 
fifth, 1875, to Sacramento Chapter, No. 3, to re-ballot upon the petition of a rejected 
candidate. 

By resolution of the Grand Chapter at its last Annual Convocation, the sum of 
three thousand dollars was ordered to be invested in stock of the Masonic Hall 
Association, and in pursuance of that resolution three hundred shares of said stock 
was purchased at its par value— ten dollars per share — the lowest price at which it 
could be obtained, and which has proved to be a profitable transaction, as the Grand 
Chapter could, if it desired, realize to-day a large advance upon its investment. 

The proceedings of this Annual Convocation will complete the fourth volume of 
the Grand Chapter proceedings, and the undersigned would respectfully recommend 
that the Grand Secretary be authorized to have one hundred volumes bound in the 
usual manner, to be disposed of at the price prescribed by the Grand Chapter. 

The following is a statement of the financial transactions of the Grand Secretary 
for the past year : — 
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The Grand Secretary in account with the Grand Chapter of California , for the 
year ending January 31*/, 1875. 

RECEIPTS. 


San Francisco Chapter, No. 1, dues in full to January 31st, 1875 $334 50 

Sonora “ “2, “ 44 44 44 82 50 

Sacramento “ “3, 44 44 ' 44 “ 305 60 

California “ “5, “ “ 44 44 436 

Nevada 44 “ 6, 44 44 44 44 99 

Shasta 4 * 44 9, M 44 44 44 66 

Sutter 44 44 11, 44 44 44 44 157 

Washington 44 44 13, 44 44 44 44 249 

Howard 44 44 14, 44 44 44 44 189 

Cyrus 44 15, 44 44 44 44 81 

St. James •“ 44 16, 44 44 44 44 70 

Libanus 4 4 44 17, 44 44 44 44 39 

Grass YaOey 44 44 18, 44 44 44 44 117 

Trinity 4 4 4 4 1 9 , 44 4 4 4 4 44 46 

Franklin 44 44 20, 44 44 44 44 91 

Sierra 44 44 21, 44 44 44 44 102 

Petaluma 44 44 22, 44 44 44 “ 72 

Oliver 44 44 23, 44 44 44 44 46 

la Fayette 4 4 4 4 24 , 4 4 44 4 4 44 27 

Georgetown 44 44 25, 44 44 44 44 61 

Oakland 44 4 4 26 , 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 104 

Delia 44 44 27, 44 44 44 44 47 

Stockton 44 44 28, 44 44 44 44 153 

Monzanita 44 4 4 29 , 4 4 4 4 44 4 4 1 14 

Napa 44 44 30, 44 44 44 44 69 

Martinez 44 44 31, 44 44 44 44 61 

Los Angeles 44 44 33, 44 44 44 44 84 

AUuras 44 44 34, 44 44 44 44 49 

Naval 44 44 35, 44 44 44 44 185 

Alameda 44 44 36, 44 44 44 44 150 

Siloam 44 44 37, 14 44 44 44 68 

8anla Cruz 44 44 38, 44 44 44 44 60 

Donner 44 44 39 , 44 J 4 44 44 64 

Bed Bluff 4 4 4 4 40 , 44 4 4 4 4 44 81 

Temple 44 44 41, 44 76 

Chxoo 44 44 42, 4 41 21 

Solano 44 44 43, 44 44 44 44 91 

Visalia 44 44 44, 44 44 44 44 62 

Santa Rosa 4 4 4 4 45 , 44 44 4 4 4 4 98 

Woodland 44 44 46, 44 44 44 44 148 

Lassen 44 U. D., fee for dispensation 75 

Dixon 44 44 44 44 75 

Modesto 44 44 44 44 75 

Two special dispensations 10 

Sixteen diplomas, at $2 00 32 

Making a total of. $4821 00 


All which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, as per his receipt herewith sub- 
mitted. 
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The books, vouchers for orders drawn npon the Grand Treasurer, letter-books, 
and papers of the Grand Secretary’s office are also presented for examination. 

All which is respectfally submitted. 

CHAS. LOUIS WIGGIN, 

Grand Secretary . 

Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

The Grand Treasurer presented his Annual Report, as follows: — 

The Grand Treasurer in account with the Grand Chapter of 
DR. California. CR. 

1874. 

April 14. To balance in the treasury this date, $5593 03 

April 14. By paid delegates in attendance at Annual Convocation, 

as per pay roll $1027 10 


« 

14. 

41 

Grand Officers, 

82 90 

Is 

14. 

“ 

Rent, Grand Secretary’s office, to Dec. 31, 1874, 

300 00 

«< 

14. 

44 

Grand Secretary's salary for April, 

100 00 

44 

17. 

14 

Monnt Carmel Chapter, U. D., fee returned,. . . 

90 00 

u 

18. 

44 

Grand Guard, 

27 50 

44 

29. 

44 

For 300 shares Masonic Hall Stock, 

3000 00 

May 

4. 

44 

Graud Secretary, for expenses Grand Secre- 





tary’s office, 

50 00 

44 

12. 

44 

Grand Organist, 

25 00 

44 

12. 

44 

For washing aprons 

4 00 

Jane 

15. 

44 

For printing G. C. Proceedings 

636 16 

44 

15. 

44 

Grand Secretary, expenses Grand Secretary’s 





office, 

50 00 

July 

1 . 

44 

Grand Secretary, salary for May and June, 

200 00 

Aug. 

1 . 

44 

Grand Secretary, salary for July, 

100 00 


Balance due late Treasurer 99 63 

San Francisco, April 13t.li, 1875. $5692 66 $5692 66 

H. T. ORATES. 

For J. B. 8COTCHLER, 

Late Grand Treasurer. 


DR. 


1875. 


April 

13. 

April 

13. 

44 

13. 

If 

13. 

II 

13. 

*4 

13. 

<1 

13. 

II 

13. 

tl 

13. 

•4 

13. 


The Grand Treasurer in account with the Grand Chapter of 

California. CR. 

To cash received from Corap. Chas. L. Wiggin, Grand 

Secretary, $4821 00 

By paid Grand Secretary, salary for August, voucher 

No. 14, $100 00 

“ Grand Secretary, salary for Sept., No. 15, 100 00 

“ “ 44 14 Oct., No. 16 100 00 

“ 14 41 44 Nov., No. 17, 100 00 

44 44 44 44 Dec., No. 18 100 00 

44 44 44 44 Jan., No. 19 100 00 

44 44 44 44 Feb., No. 20 100 00 

“ 44 44 44 Mar., No. 21, 100 00 

44 Alex. G. Abell, rent of Grand Secretary’s 

office to Dec. 31st, 1875, voucher No. 22, 300 00 

Balance cash on hand, 3721 00 


$4821 00 $4821 00 
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The undersigned haring been appointed by the Grand High Priest as Grand 
Treasurer upon the death of onr late companion, J. B. Scotohler, has received the 
books and vouchers of the late Grand Treasurer, from the executors of his estate, 
together with certificates for 450 shares of Stock of the Masonic Hall Association, 
800 shares of which were purchased soon after the close of the last session of the 
Grand Chapter, upon the recommendation of the Finance Committee, and in accord- 
ance with a resolution of the Grand Chapter. From the books and vouchers which 
have come into the hands of the undersigned, it appears that our late Grand Treasurer 
had overpaid his account to the extent of ninety-nine dollars and sixty-three cents 
($99 63), which amount should be refunded to the estate of our deceased companion 
without delay. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

H. T. GRAVES, 

Grand Treasurer. 

Which report was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

Comp. Hbnby Saybb Obmb, from the special committee to whom 
was referred the Address of the Grand High Priest, presented the 
following report : — 

To the Mr . E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the able Address of the Jf.\ E.\ Grand 
High Priest, beg leave to report that they have oarefully considered the same and 
deBire to express their unqualified approval of the sentiments therein expressed, and 
of the recommendations submitted. 

We join with him in congratulating the Royal Craft in this jurisdiction upon the 
harmony and prosperity with which an all-wise Providence has blessed us, and in 
gratefully acknowledging the good gifts He has has so bountifully bestowed upon us. 

We recommend that the several subjects alluded to be referred as follows 

To the Committee on Jurisprudence, so much thereof as refers to the granting of 
special dispensations, and to amending Art. XVI, Sec. 1, of the Constitution, relative 
to election of officers. 

To the Committee on Charters, so much thereof as refers to the granting of dis- 
pensations to form new Chapters. 

So much thereof as refers to districting the State and the appointment of inspect- 
ors, to a special committee of five, and so much thereof as refers to the death of 
Past Grand Hjgh Priest John William Harville, and Grand Treasurer Joseph 
Bonaparte Scotchlbk, to a special committee of three. 

We recommend that the action of the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest in the matter 
of the complaint of Sierra Chapter, No. 21, against Alameda Chapter, No. 36, 
in the appointment of Comp. Hiram Throop Grates as Grand Treasurer, and 
in the appointment of Comp. Edward Gobller as representative of this Grand 
Chapter near the Grand Chapter of New Jersey, be approved by this Grand Chapter. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Henry Satre Orme, ) 

William Thompson Luther, V Committee, 
George Alexander McKenzie,) 

Which report was concurred in. 

8 
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The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing special committees : — 


f Comp. Alex. Gordon Abell, 

On Death of Comps . HarvxUe and Scotchler :. . . . ■< “ George Helm Gilbert, 

( “ James Martin Rodgers. 


•On Districting State and Appointing Inspectors: 


Comp. James Lawrence English, 
*• Wiley James Tinnin, 

** Charles Marsh, 

“ John Kirkpatrick, 

“ Thomas Hubbard Caswell- 


7b fid Vacancy in Committee on Jurisprudence .Comp. George Tattle Grimes. 


The Grand Secretary presented the appeal of Comp. William H. 
Hill from the action of Los Angeles Chapter, No. 33, in sentencing 
him to be reprimanded ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Grievances. 


Comp. Charles Fitzgerald Irwin presented the case of Comp. 
£dward E. Evans, suspended for non-payment of dues by the late 
El Dorado Chapter, No. 4, and asked that he be reinstated and a cer- 
tificate to that effect be given him by the Grand Secretary ; which 
request was referred to the Committee on Finances. 

On motion of Comp. Alexander Gubdon Abell, the action of the 
Grand Chapter in morning session, requesting the Grand Lecturer to 
exemplify the work in the Royal Arch degree to-morrow evening, was 
rescinded, and the use of the hall was tendered to the Council of the 
Order of High Priests. 


The Grand Chapter was then called off until ten o’clock to-morrow. 


|u toad 

Morning Session, ) 

Wednesday , April 14 th, A . I. 2405.) 

The Grand Chapter was called on at ten o’clock, the Deputy Grand 
High Priest presiding. 

* The minutes of the session of yesterday afternoon were read and 
approved. 

Comp. William Thomas Reynolds, from the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, presented the following report : — 
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To the Mr. Br. Grand Chapter of California: — 

Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom was referred that portion of the 
Address of the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest relative to the dispensations granted by 
him to Sacramento Chapter, No. 2, to reballot upon the petition of a rejected appli- 
cant for the degrees, and to Naval Chapter, No. $5, to ballot for a candidate with- 
out the usual reference of his petition to a committee, beg leave to report that they 
folly concur with the Mr. Er. Grand High Priest in the reasons assigned by him tor 
granting said dispensations, and recommend that his action be approved by this 
Grand Chapter. * 

Comp. William Sew all Wells, from the same committee, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Address of the Grand 
High Priest relating to the election of officers in subordinate Chapters, have duly 
considered the same, and, fully concurring in the views therein expressed, propose 
the following amendment to the Constitution 

Amend Section 1, of Article XIV, so as to read as follows . 

“ The elective officers of each Chapter shall consist of the High Priest, King, 
Scribe, Treasurer, and Secretary, who Bhall be chosen by ballot at the stated meeting 
next preceding the anniversary of St. John the Evangelist, shall be installed as soon 
thereafter as practicable, and shall hold their respective offices until their successors 
shall have been duly elected and installed. All other officers (except the Guard, 
who shall be appointed by the High Priest,) shall be appointed by the Council upon 
their installation, and shall be installed as soon thereafter bb practicable, and shall 
hold their respective offices until their successors shall have been duly appointed 
and installed. . A majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for a choice.” 

And though not within the strict limits of the duty assigned to them, your com- 
mittee, believing it eminently proper that the provisions of the Constitution in this 
respect should harmonize as nearly as possible in respect to this Grand Body and 
its subordinates, have agreed to propose a further amendment, which is as follows 
Amend Section 1, of Article VI, of the Constitution, to read as follows 
11 The elective officers of the Grand Chapter shall consist of the Grand High 
Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Treasurer, and 
Grand Secretary, who shall be chosen by ballot at each Annual Communication, shall 
be installed before the close thereof, and shall hold their respective offices until their 
successors are elected and installed. A majority of all the votes cast shall be neces- 
sary for a ch< ice. All other officers except the Grand Guard, (who shall be appointed 
by the Grand High Priest) shall be appointed by the Grand Council upon their 
installation, and shall be installed forthwith, and shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors are appointed and installed.” 

These amendments your committee recommend be adopted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

William T. Reynolds, ' 

George T. Grimes, 

Charles Marsh, Committee. 

Henry 8. Okme, 

William S. Wells, 

Which reports were unanimously concurred in. 

Comp. Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, from the Committee on Char- 
ters, presented the following report : — 
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2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of Califomia 

Your Committee on Charters, to whom were referred the books and papers rela- 
tive to Lassen Chapter, U. D., at Susanville, Lassen County, Dixon Chapter, U. D. t 
at Dixon, Solano County, and Modesto Chapter, U. D., at Modesto, Stanislaos 
County, have carefully examined the records of the two Chapters first named and 
find them kept in strict accordance with the requirements of the Constitution. 
Modesto Chapter, having received its dispensation only four weeks since, has pre* 
sented no books for examination. 

We therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : — 

Resolved, That charters be granted to Lassen and Dixon Chapters, and that they 
be numbered in accordance with the date of their dispensations. 

Resolved, That the dispensation to Modesto Chapter be continued until the next 
Annual Convocation. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Charles F. Irwin, 

Samuel C. Fot, 

Ralph Ellis, Committee. 

George Fayette Mallett, 

Nathan Weston Spaulding, „ 

Which report was received and concurred in, and the resolutions 
accompanying it were adopted. 

Comp. Joseph Miller Litchfield, from the Committee on Fi- 
nances, presented the following reports : — 

2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : — 

Your Committee on Finances beg leave to report that they have examined the 
accounts, books, and vouchers of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, and find 
them to be in every respect correct. 

The receipts for the fiscal year ending January 31st, 1875, were as follows 


Balance in hands of Treasurer at date of last report, .... $5593 03 

Dues from subordinate Chapters, 4554 00 

Dispensations to form new Chapters, 225 00 

Two special dispensations 10 00 

Sixteen diplomas, 32 00 

Total $10,414 03 

From Comp. J. B. Sootohleb, late Grand Treasurer, overdraft, 99 63 

Total, $10,513 66 

Which has been expended as follows: 

For expenses of delegates at Annual Convocation, 1874 $1027 10 

For expenses of Grand Officers, 1874, 82 90 

For rent of Grand Secretary’s office, Jan. 1st, 1874, to Dec. SlBt, 1875,. . . . 600 00 

For fee returned to Mount Carmel Chapter, as per resolution of Grand 

Chapter 90 00 

To Grand Guard for services and sundries, 31 50 

For three hundred shares Masonic Hall stock, 3000 00 

For expenses of Grand Secretary’s office 100 00 

To Grand Organist, 25 00 

For printing proceedings Grand Chapter 636 16 

For salary of Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

Balance in Treasury, 3721 00 

* Total, $10,518 66 
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Your committee recommend that the following appropriations be made for the 
carrent year : — 


For printing proceedings Grand Chapter, $ 700 00 

For expenses of Delegates and Grand Officers, 1200 00 

For salary of Grand Secretary, 1200 00 

For expenses Grand Secretary’s Office, 100 00 

For Grand Guard, 26 00 

For Grand Organist, 25 00 

For overdraft on late Grand Treasurer, 99 63 


To widow of Comp. Harvillb, 


$3349 63 
. 600 00 


Total,, 


$3849 09 


In conclusion, your committee think that both yonr Grand Treasurer and Grand 
Secretary are deserving of great credit for the neat and systematic manner in which 
their books have been kept. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 

Joseph M. Litchfield, 
J. W. Surface, 

B. W. Barnes, 

L. Wellendorff, 
James Ross, 


Committee. 


To the Mr. Er. Grand Chapter of California : — 


Your committee, to whom was referred the matter of the restoration of Comp. 
Edward H. Evans, who was suspended for non-payment of dues by the late EL 
Dorado Chapter, No. 4, respectfully beg leave to report that they have had the mat- 
ter under careful consideration, and. after inquiring fully into all the circumstances 
of the case, are of the opinion that he should be restored. We therefore submit the 
following resolution and recommend its adoption 

Resolved, That Comp. Edward H. Evans be and he is hereby restored to all the 
rights and privileges of a Royal Arch Mason, and that the Grand Secretary be 
instructed to issue to him the customary dimit. 

All which is respectfully submitted. , 


J. M. Litchfield, 
J. W. Surface, 

B. W. Barnes, 

L. Wellendorff, 
James Ross, 


Committee. 


Which reports were concurred in and the accompanying resolution 
was adopted. 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, from the Committee on Beturas, 
presented the following report : — 

To the Mr. Er . Grand Chapter of California 

The undersigned respectfully report that returns from all the Chapters except 
Calaveras Chapter, No. 12, have been received, and although in some instances errors 
have occurred, yet they have, in all cases, been corrected by the various Secretaries 
when called to their notice. 
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The dues of each are set opposite their respective names. 




Gen. 

Rep. 




Fund. 

Fund. 

TotaL 

8an Francisco, No. 1, 

$25# 00 

$ 75 50 

$334 50 

Sonora , 

44 2 

59 00 

23 50 

82 50 

Sacramento , 

44 3, 

225 50 

80 00 

305 60 

California , 

“ 5 

311 00 

125 00 

436 00 

Nevada , 

“ 6 

69 00 

30 00 

99 00 

Benicia , 

“ 7 

34 00 

13 50 

47 50 

Shasta , 

44 9 


22 00 

66 00 

Sutter , 

44 11, 

123 00 

34 50 

167 50 

Washington , 

44 13, 

193 00 

56 00 

249 00 

Howard , 

44 u 


48 00 

189 00 

Cyrus, 

“ 15 

59 00 

22 50 

81 50 

Saint James , 

44 16 

51 00 

19 50 

70 50 

Libanus , 

44 17, 

26 00 

13 00 

39 00 

Grass VaUey, 

44 18, 

79 00 

38 50 

117 50 

Trinity , 

44 19 

37 00 

9 50 

46 50 

Franklin, 

44 20 

69 00 

22 50 

91 50 

Sierra , 

44 21, 


23 50 

102 60 

Petaluma, 

44 22 


20 50 

72 50 

Oliver , 

44 23, 

31 00 

15 50 

46 50 

La Fayette, 

44 24, 


9 00 

27 00 

Georgetown , 

44 25, 

42 00 

19 00 

61 00 

Oakland, 

44 26, 

73 00 

31 50 

104 00 

Delta, 

44 27 


12 00 

47 00 

Stockton, 

44 28 

112 00 

41 60 

153 50 

Mamanita , 

44 29 

84 00 

30 00 

114 00 

Napa, 

44 30, 

52 50 

17 00 

69 50 

Martinez, 

44 31, 


16 00 

51 00 

Los Angeles , 

44 33, 

57 00 

27 50 

84 50 

A Ultras, 

44 34, 

33 00 

16 50 

49 50 

Naval, 

44 35, 

145 00 

40 50 

185 50 

Alameda , 

44 36 


42 50 

150 50 

Siloam, 

44 37, 

50 00 

' 18 00 

68 00 

Santa Cruz, 

44 38, 

44 00 

16 00 

60 00 

Donner, 

44 39, 

46 00 

18 50 

64 50 

Bed Bluff , 

44 40, 

62 00 

19 00 

81 00 

Temple, 

“ 41 

58 00 

17 00 

75 00 

Chico , 

44 42 

91 00 

30 50 

121 50 

Solano, 

44 43, 

72 00 

19 50 

91 50 

Visalia, 

44 44 

46 00 

16 00 

62 00 

Santa Rosa, 

44 45, 

77 00 

21 00 

98 00 

Woodland , 

44 46, 

121 00 

27 50 

148 50 

Making a total of 


$1198 50 

$4601 50 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


Chas. Louis Wiggik, 
Geo. T. Grimes, 
Chas. J. Hell wig, 

J. D. Skinner, 

A. H. Cowden, 


Committee. 


Comp. Theodore Edward Smith, from the Committee on By-Laws, 
presented the following report : — 
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2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : — 

Your committee, to whom were referred the amendments to the By-Laws of 
Franklin Chapter, No. 20; Georgetown Chapter, No. 25; Della Chapter, No. 27; 
Alameda Chapter, No. 36; Chico Chapter, No. 42, and Santa Rosa Chapter, No. 45, 
approved by the M.\ E.\ Grand High Priest, beg leave to report, that they have 
carefully examined the same, and find they relate principally to time of meetings, 
fees and dues, and are in conformity with the Constitution of the Grand Chapter. We 
therefore recommend that they be adopted. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Theodore E. Smith, 

M. S. Gardner, 

Stephen K. Nurse, Committee. 

James Martin Rodgers, 

A. L. Fitzgerald, 

Which report was concurred in. 

Comp. AiiEX. Gurdon Abell, from the Committee on Grievances, 
presented the following report : — 

2b the M.'. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the transcript of the trial of Corap. Wil- 
liam H. Hill, by Los Angeles Chapter, No. 33, together with the appeal of said 
companion from the decision of a commission of that Body, which sentenced him 
to be reprimanded for an alleged “improper revelation of the proceedings” of said 
Chapter, have carefully examined the papers submitted, and present the following: 

1st. There was no “ improper ” revelation of any proceedings of Los Angeles 
Chapter, as charged; 

2d. The charge presented was frivolous and should not have been entertained 
by the High Priest of Los Angeles Chapter ; and 

3d. The commission of Lon Angeles Chapter erred in finding Comp. Hill gnilty 
of an improper revelation of its proceedings. 

Your committee therefore offer the following resolution and recommend its adop 
tion : 

Resolved , That the action of Los Angeles Chapter, No. 33, in sentencing Comp . 
W. H. Hill to be reprimanded for an alleged improper revelation of the proceedings 
of that body, be, and hereby is reversed and Bet aside, and that all further proceed- 
ings in the case be dismissed. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

Alex. G. Abell, ' 

A. J. Loomis, 

T. C. Pockman, Committee. 

A. H. Brodsb, 

J. H. Neff, 

Which report was concurred in and the resolution accompanying 
it was adopted. 


Comp. James Lawbenoe English, from the special committee to 
whom was referred that portion of the Address of the M.\ E.\ Grand 
Hign Priest relative to districting the State and appointing inspect- 
ors, presented the following report:— 

2b the M.' . E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Address of the 
2f.\ E.\ Grand High Priest recommending <( that the State be divided into districts 
and an Inspector be appointed for each,” in accordance with the plan adopted by 
the Grand Lodge, have had the same under consideration and respeotfully report — 
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That the number of Chapters within our jurisdiction is so small that we can see 
no necessity whatever for such cumbrous machinery. The object aimed at by regu~ 
lation No. 12 can easily be attained without it ; for there are in all portions of the 
State companions to be found who are known by our Grand Lecturer to be well 
qualified not only to instruct in the work and lectures, but to judge as to the com- 
petency of others, and from them or by their assistance, the necessary certificate 
can readily be obtained. Your committee therefore ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


Jambs La whence English, 
W. J. Tinnin, 

John Kirkfatbick, 
Charles Marsh, 

T. H. Caswell, 


Committee. 


Which report was concurred in and the committee discharged. 


Comp. Alex. Gubdon Abell, from the special committee to whom 
was referred that portion of the Address of the M.\ EC. Grand High 
Priest relative to the death of Comps. Habville and Scotchleb, pre- 
sented the following report : — 


2b the M.\ E.\ Grand Chapter of California : — 

Your committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Address of the Grand 
High Priest which announced the mournful intelligence that we had been parted for 
all time from two of our best loved companions, Joseph B. Scotchler and John W. 
Habville, cftn have little to add to that which has so well and truthfully been said 
regarding them by your chief officer. 

Companion Scotchler was a man whose unswerving integrity, teeming brain, 
keen power of observation, active business habits, and indomitable will must ever, 
as it ever did, command respect and admiration ; and his bright and cheerful dispo- 
sition, generosity of character, genial and kindly manner, and large-hearted liber- 
ality, both in opinion and in recognition of calls for aid to the distressed and desti. 
tute, insured the esteem and affectionate regard of all who knew him. 

Companion Habville was a man of different mould, but not less to be honored* 
and remembered. Of quiet nature, industrious habits, unblemished reputation, and 
charitable disposition, which last he bad little means to exhibit save through hia 
gratuitous attendance in his professional capacity upon the poor and unfriended, he 
ever held and deserved the friendship and esteem of all with whom he came in con- 
tact. 

Further words could not express the feeling of our great loss, nor are pages of 
eulogy necessary to embalm in our memory the recollection of those good and true 
Masons who have thus gone before us ; and your committee therefore only add their 
hearty concurrence in the recommendation of the Grand High Priest that a memorial 
page be given in the printed proceedings of this Convocation to the memory of each 
of our departed companions. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Alex. G. Abell, ) 

George H. Gilbert, V Committee . 

James M. Rodgers, ) 

On motion of Comp. Thomas Hubbabd Caswell, those delegates 
who were absent on the first day of the session bat present on the 
second were excused. 

Comp. Chables Marsh, from the special committee upon the pay- 
ment of delegates, presented the following report : — 
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To the M.\ &■. Grand Chapter of California 

Your committee, to whom was referred the apportionment of the Representative 
Fund, have performed the duty assigned them, and recommend that the following 
amounts be allowed the delegates of the Chapters represented 


San Francisco, 

No. 1, 

$ 6 00 

Oakland, 

No. 26 

6 50 

Sonora , 

44 2, 

29 00 

Delta, 

“ 27, 

20 00 

Sacramento, 

“ 3, 

16 00 

Stockton , 

“ 28, 

13 00 

California, 

“ 5 

6 00 

Mamamta, 

“ 29 

36 00 

Nevada, 

44 6, 

31 00 

Napa, 

“ 30, 

10 00 

Benicia , 

“ 7, 

8 00 

Martinez, 

“ 31, 

8 50 

Shasta, 

44 9, 

42 00 

Los Angeles , 

“ 33, 

59 00 

Sutter , 

“11 

27 00 

AUuras , 

“ 34, 

66 00 

Washington, 

“ 13, 

21 00 

Naval, 

“ 35 

8 00 

Howard, 

“ 14, 

10 00 

Alameda , 

“ 36, 

6 50 

Cyrus , 

“ 15, 

82 50 

Siloam, 

“ 37, 

23 00 

Saint James, 

“16, 

27 00 

Santa Cruz, 

« 38, 

19 00 

Libanus, 

“ 17 

31 00 

Red Bluff , 

“ 40 

27 00 

Grass Valley , 

“ 18, 


Temple, 

44 41, 

18 00 

Trinity , 

“ 19, 

46 50 

Chico , 

“ 42 

27 00 

Franklin, 

“ 20, 

25 00 

Solano, 

44 43, 

10 60 

Sierra , 

“ 21, 

60 00 

Visalia , 

“ 44, 

43 00 

Petaluma, 

44 22, 

8 00 

Santa Rosa, 

“ 45 

10 00 

Oliver, 

44 23 

31 00 

Woodland, 

11 46, 

16 00 

La Fayette, 

“ 24, 

40 00 

Lassen , 

U. D., 

72 00 

Georgetown , 

“ 25, 

32 00 

Dixon , 

U. D., 

14 00 


And that the following be allowed the Grand Officers in attendance 

Grand High Priest, $20 00 Grand Captain of the Host,, 

Deputy Grand High Priest, 6 00 Grand Lecturer, 

Grand Scribe, 10 00 


$1123 00 

. . . 6 50 
... 31 00 


$73 50 


All which is respectfully submitted. 


$1196 50 


Charles Marsh, 
George H. Gilbert, 
John F. Snow, 
Thomas Callow, 
William M. Petrie, 


Committee, 


The Grand Chapter was then called off until two o’clock this after- 
noon. 


(tend Chapter. 

Afternoon Session, ) 

Wednesday , April 14 th, A . I, 2405. j 

The Grand Chapter was called on at two o’clock, the Grand High 
Priest presiding. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 
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Comp. Leonidas E. Pratt feelingly alluded to the deaths of Com- 
panions HabvimjE and Scotchleb, and, stating that the family of the 
first named was left in straightened circumstances, moved that a con- 
tribution be taken up for their relief, which motion was unanimously 
adopted, and the sum of one hundred and fifty dollars was at once 
contributed by the members present. 

Comp. Jacob Hast Neff then offered the following resolution. « — 

Resolved, That the snm of five hundred dollars be appropriated from the funds of 
the Grand Chapter for the relief of the widow and children of our late Past Grand 
High Priest, Comp. John William Hakvillk. 

Which resolution, under the regulation, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finances. 


Comp. Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, from the Committee on Fi- 
nances, at once presented the following report : — 

lb the Mr. E.\ Grand Chapter of California 

Your Committee on Finances, to whom was referred the resolution proposing to 
appropriate the sum of five hundred dollars for the relief of the widow and children 
of our late Past Grand Higti Priest, Comp. John W. Hakvillk, respectfully report 
back the resolution and recommend its adoption. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Joseph M. Litchfield, 

Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, 

John W. Surface, [ Committee. 

Louis Wellendohff, 

James Ross, 


Which report was concurred in and the resolution was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The hour for the special order — the election of Grand Officers — 
having arrived, the Grand High Priest appointed Comps. Henby 
Sayre Orme and Thomas Cross Pockman as tellers, and the Grand 
Chapter proceeded to ballot, with the following result : — 

The if.-. E .\ William Thomas Reynolds was elected Grand High Priest ; 

44 R .\ E .\ Alexander Gordon Abell was elected Deputy Grand High Priest ; 

44 R.\ E.\ Henry Hay Knapp was elected Grand King ; 

44 R.\ E .\ Nathan Weston Spaulding was elected Grand Scribe ; 

44 R.\ E .\ Hiram Throop Graves was elected Grand Treasurer; 

44 R.\ K\ Charles Louis Wiooin was re-elected Grand Secretary. 

The Grand High Priest announced the following appointments for 
the ensuing year, to wit : — 

As Grand Captain of the Host, Comp. Wiley James Txnnin ; 

44 Grand Royal Arch Captain, Comp. Henry Sayre Orme ; 

44 Grand Chaplain, Comp. Samuel Graves ; 

44 Grand Lecturer, Comp. Thomas Hubbard Caswell ; 

44 Grand Organist, Comp. Samuel David Mayer ; 

44 Grand Guard, Oomp, Ira Colburn Root. 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



1875.] 


567 


Grand Chapter of California. 


The newly elected and appointed Grand Officers were then duly 
installed in their respective stations by the M.\ E.\ Thomas Hubbard 
Caswell, Past Grand High Priest, assisted by the M.\ E.\ Adolphus 
Hollub, Past Grand High Priest, as master of ceremonies. 


The Grand High Priest announced the appointment of the follow- 
ing standing committees for the ensuing year : — 


On Jurisprudence : 

Comp. James Lawrence English, 

“ Charles Marsh, 

'* Jacob Hart Neff, 

“ George Tuttle Grimes, 

“ William Alexander January. 


On Correspondence: 

Comp. Charles Louis Wiggin, 

“ Carnot Courtland Mason, 
“ Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, 
“ John Whitton Surface, 
Richard Munt. 


On motion of Comp. Isaac Sutvene Titus, Past Grand High 
Priest William Alexander January was requested to sit for his 
portrait, and the Grand Secretary was instructed to have it hung — 
when finished — in the gallery of portraits of Past Grand High Priests. 


The business of the Grand Chapter being all completed, the min- 
utes of the afternoon session were read and approved, and after prayer 
by the Grand Chaplain, and appropriate music by the choir, the Grand 
Chapter of California was closed in ^mple jfoim. 

WILLIAM THOMAS REYNOLDS, 

Grand High Priest . 

Attest: 

Charles Louis Wiggin, 

Grand Secretary. 
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I — I I m 


|(i» prattling §B0', 

BT OBDEB OF THE 

MOST BXCBLLB&T GBBJfB CBBPTBB 

OF THE STATE OE CALIFORNIA, 

18 GIVEN TO THE 

Memory of our lamented Companion 

fosepb gonaparte frotrMrr, 

Who was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on the seventh day of 
May, A. D. 1831, 

AND 

Who died in the city of Oakland, California, on the tenth day of October, 
A. D. 1874, aged forty-three years. 

HR HAD BEEN 

MASTER OF OAKLAND LODGE, No. 188, 
High Priest of Alameda Chapter, No. 36, 
Commander of California Commandery, No. i, 

AND WA9, AT THE TIKE OF HIS DEATH, 

Snmfe Crtassrer of Ifyt Sranb Cjjajjtrr of California. 


An amiable and courteous gentleman, 

A true and zealous Mason, 

By his kindly and benevolent disposition, 

And by his upright and honorable walk in life, 
He had won and deserved 
The love and esteem of all who knew him. 
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BY ORDEB OF THE 

MOST MTCMLLBMT GMSJfO CMSPTMM 

Of THE STATE Of CALTFOBNIA, 

J3 GIVEN TO THE 

Memory of our lamented Companion 9 

John IKilliam Hamlle, 


Who died in the city of San Francisco, California, on the second day of 
March, 1875, aged fifty years. 

HE HAD BEEN 

MASTER OF RISING STAR LODGE, No. 83, 

HIGH PBIEST OF OLIVES CHAPTER, Ho. 88, 

Junior <$rand Warden of fit* <8rand gfodge, 


Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter. 


A true and faithful Craftsman, 

He has gone to carry up his work for inspection. 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS. 


% 1. The Degree of Past Master must be conferred upon all candidates who hate 
previously had the degree conferred upon them in a convocation of Past Masters, by 
virtue of an election tojjreside over a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

2. All the Chapters under this jurisdiction are required, in the conferring of 
degrees, to conform to the ritual adopted by the Grand Chapter, at its Special Con- 
vocation in September, 1855. 

3. Every Mark Master attached to a Chapter under this jurisdiction must, within 
sir months after his admission, select his mark, and record the same in a Book of 
Marks, kept by the Chapter for that purpose ; and it is made the special duty of the 
Secretary of each Chapter, to see that this regulation is complied with. 

4. The term “ nearest Chapter,” used in the Constitution, means the nearest by 
geographical measurement. 

5. No Masonic communication shall be held with a Royal Arch Mason who stands 
suspended as a Master Mason, for any cause. 

6. Each Chapter under this jurisdiction shall pay, in addition to its annnal dues, 
the sum of one dollar for each Royal Arch Mason borne upon its roll at the date of 
its annual report, which additional assessment shall be used as a fund to defray the 
actual expenses of one delegate from each Chapter represented at the animal con- 
vocations of thj Grand Chapter, the same to be apportioned by a special committee 
appointed for that purpose. 

7. Whenever two or more Chapters exist in>ny city or town within this jurisdic- 
tion, it shall be the duty of each of such Chapters to notify the other or others exist, 
ing in the same place of all applications presented to it for the degrees. 

8. That the Grand High Priest be requested to appoint a Grand Lecturer, who 
will be authorized to teach and instruct the subordinate Chapters in conformity with 
the ritual adopted by this Grand Chapter at its Special Convocation in September, 
1855. 

9. When, after an election of an applicant to receive the Chapter degrees, and he 
has received the Mark degree, an objection to his advancement is made at any time 
by a member, such objection shall be referred to a committee, with power to inquire 
into the cause thereof, who shall at the next stated meeting (unless further time be 
given) report thereon ; and upon the reception of snch report, if no cause for the 
objection has been assigned, or if the cause assigned be, in the opinion of two-thirds 
of the members present, not a valid and Masonic one, the Chapter may confer the 
degree in the same manner as if no objection had been made. 

10. No petition for the degrees, or application for membership, shall be received 
by any Chapter within this jnrisdiction, unless it be signed with the foil name or 
names of the petitioner or applicant; and, in the annual reports of the subordinate 
Chapters, the given name or names of every member or others upon their rolls, 

be given in full. 
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11. The provisions of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of the State of Cali- 
fornia shall be, in all essential respects, where there is no conflict between it and the 
Constitution of this Grand Chapter, the rales and regulations by which the action of 
the subordinate Chapters of this jurisdiction shall be governed. 

12. From and after the first day of December, 1874, no High Priest of a Chapter 
under this jurisdiction shall be installed, unless he Bhali present to the installing officer 
a certificate from the Grand Lecturer, or some companion known by the Grand 
Lecturer to be skilled in the work, that he is qualified to properly confer all the Chap, 
ter degrees and deliver the lectures thereunto appertaining ; and the installing officer 
shall forward such certificate to the Grand Secretary. 

13. The limit of physical qualifications to be required of a candidate for the 
degrees conferred by a Royal Arch Chapter under this jurisdiction, shall be, simply, 
that he be enabled to conform strictly to all which the ritual in those degrees makes 
necessary. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE XIV. 

Section 1. The elective officers of each' Chapter shall consist of the High Priest, 
King, Scribe, Treasurer, and Secretary, who shall be chosen by ballot at the stated 
meeting next preceding the Anniversary of Saint John the Evangelist ; shall be 
installed as soon thereafter as practicable, and shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors shall have been duly elected and installed. All other officers 
(except the Guard, who shall be appointed by the High Priest,) shall be appointed 
by the Council upon their installation, and shall be installed as soon thereafter as 
practicable, and shall hold their respective offices until their successors shall have 
been duly appointed and installed. A majority of all votes cast shall be necessary 
for a choice. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Section 1. The elective officers of the Gand Chapter Bhali consist of the Grand 
High Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Treasurer, 
and Grand Secretary, who shall be choseo by ballot at each Annual Communication, 
shall be installed before the close thereof, and shall hold their respective offices until 
their successors are elected and installed. A majority of all the votes cast shall be 
necessary for a choice. All other officers except the Grand Guard, (who shall be 
appointed by the Grand High Priest) shall be appointed by the Grand Council upon 
their installation, and shall be installed forthwith, and shall hold their respective 
offices until their successors are appointed and installed. 
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RETURNS 

OF THE 

SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS 

UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA, 

A. I. 2405. 


SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER, No. 1. 

San Francisco, San Francisco County'. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Monday in each month . 

OFFICBRS i 

Samuel Sternheim. High Priest, Joseph Getz, Master of 3d Vail , 

Simon Baum, King , James Henry Madison, Master 2d Vail, 

Henry Edwards. Scribe , H’y Cheever Newhall, Master 1st Vail, 

Edw’d Taylor Anthony, Capt. of the Host, Joseph Clement, Treasurer, 

Alfred Rising, Principal Sqjoumer , Henry Lyon Cohen, Secretary, 

Henry Wangenheira, Royal Arch Captain, Theodore Edward Smith, Organist, 

Ira Colburn Root (of California, No. 5,) Guard . 

Past High Priests t 

Martin John Burke, Stewart Menzies, 

John Rndolphe Jarboe, Theodore Edward Smith, 

Milton Hills Myrick, Samuel Sternheim. 

ROTAL ARCH MASONS : 

Anderson, Thomas Bryan, Thomas Craig, Peter 

Arnold, Benjamin Franklin Bullock, Frank Dyer Cressy, Albert 

Behrendt, Herman Burns, Henry Jameson Curry, Nathanial 

Berggren, August Caro, Samuel Curry, Francis Isaac 

Bergson, Ole Carson, James Gilmore Davis, Henry Lamens 

Bilty, Theodore George Carpenter, Augustine Dyer Doane, Sharon Pratt 

Black, Henry M. Christy, Robert Francis Dreyfous, Benjamin 

Brandenstein, Meyer Clinch, CharleB Godfrey Einstein, Morris 

Bradbury, Wm. Blackstone Cohen, Martin Eisenberg, Julias 

Bo8worth, Henry M&rtyn Cohen, Simon Emanael, Emanuel 

Browell, Jeremiah Coggswell, Jas. LaFayette Esberg, Mendel 

Bryan, William Craig, James Ewing, Charles Grey 


John Dunbar Creigh, 
Adolphus Hollub, 
Louis Cohn, 
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Farquharson, David 
Farr an, Charles James 
Fisher, Henry James 
Fl&tan, Lewis 
Foorman, Samuel 
Frank, Emanuel Max 
Franz, Bernhard 
Frapoli, Battisto 
Fried, Ignatius S. 
Friedberg, Morris T. 
Friedlander, Moritz 
Fuller, Andrew 
Gay, John Gilmore 
Gerhow, Frederick 
Getz, Louis 
Getz, Solomon 
Ghirardclli, Domingo, Jr. 
Giacomini, Giovanni D. 
Giambini, Natale 
Gilberts, Edward 
Gordon, James Edward 
Greenberg, Samuel Henry 
Greenberg, Henry Sampson 
Gruenberg, Max 
Haight, Henry Huntley 
Hanson, Henry Sorenson 
Harazthy, Arpad 
Harris, Daniel 
Hartmeyer, Lewis Sebast’n 
Hawes, Elisha 
Herzo, John 

Hnntoon, Isaac Davenport 


Gerotenberg, Henry W. 

Laronche, Antoine 
Sumner, Frank Wood 


Jacoby, Augustus 
Jordon, Dennis 
Kahlman, Solomon 
Kenitzer, Henry 
Kittredge, Jonathan 
Kohn, Isaac 

Lauden, Martin Kuttner 
Leviston, George 
Levy, Jacob 
Levy, Julius 
Le vinsky, Mark 
Manheim, Isaac 
Manzur, Lonson Martin 
McAlester, Wm. Frederick 
McDonald, Robert 
McLeod, Andrew JackBon 
Meyer, CharleB 
Michaels, Aaron W. 
Mohrhardt, Philip Fred’k 
Moraghan, Michael Bolan 
Mosgrove, Samuel 
Newbauer, Herman Wolf 
Newburger, Gustavos 
Newfleld, Marcus 
Newhall, Henry Mayo 
Newman, Isaao 
Nicolaysen, Frank 
Nntsen, Charles A. 

O’Neil, Robert 
Parker, John H. 

Pearson, Henry Haven 
Phillips, Wm. Armstrong 

marit MASTERS : 

Hayden, Charles B. 

WITHDRAWN: 

8umner, William Britne 


Poly, Louis 
Prag, Martin 
Rawson, Julius Addison 
Richards, Charles Wesley 
Ritter, CharleB August 
Robinson, Cornel’s Preston 
Robitscheck, Herman 
Rosenbaum, Joseph 
Rosenbaum, Julius 
Rosenbaum, Moses 
Saalburg, William 
Samuels, David 
Schinefeld, Jacob 
Schweitzer, Morris 
Schweitzer. Jacob 
Saulman, August 
Sawyer, Lorenzo 
Scharlin, John Aaron 
Schmidt, Anton 
Schweitzer, John 
Solomon, Albert 
Steffani, Camillo 
Stuart, William Adams 
Sweet, Solomon 
Treat, George 
Triest, Bernhard 
Voight, Christian 
Yon Aspern, John 
Waters, Charles 
Williams, Henry 
Wormser, Louis 
Wurkheim, Morris— 161. 


Wedekind, George L.— S. 


Zinn, Henry —4. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUE8 : 

Heald, Charles Byron Woolley, Lell Hawley Wood, Andrew Bunker 
Hiller, Frederick Walton, Nelson Collins, Jr. —6. 

DIED: 

Kehoe, John— 1. 


\ 
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SONORA CHAPTER No. 2. 


Sonora, Tuolumne County. 

Stated Meetings, Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon , 


OFFICERS « 


▲Ivin Bacon Preston, High Priest , 
Gideon Wing, King, , 

James Bell, Scribe , 

Wm. Davis Newton, Captain of the Host , 
Peter Klein, Principal Sojourner, 

Wm. Gustave Rudorff, Royal Arch Capt. 


Solomon Benas, Master of 3d VaU , 
Archibald Patterson, Master of 2d Vail, 
Edward Keil, Master of 1st Vail, 

Charles Edward Lang, Treasurer, 

Edwin Aldrich Rodgers, Secretary, 
Francis Anthony Prassa, Guard, 


Francis Anthony Prassa, 
Alvin Bacon Preston, 

Isaac Newton McCulloch, 

Andross, Moses Chamberl’n 
Bacon, Martin 
Barlow, Abraham 
Bartlett, Daniel Francis 
Bush, George Carroll 
Byrd, Francis Jahew 
Calhoun, Henry Clay 
Carter, John Beach 
Colby, Alonzo 
Dose, Henry 


Bach, William Francis 
Booth, James Godfrey 

Bacon, Eli Griffith 


Past High Priests i 

Frederick Faxon, 

William Davis Newton, 
Stephen Wing, 

BOYAL ABCH MASONS: 
Fosterling, Lonis 
Fuller, James Monroe 
Harris, Charles Parsons 
Klein, Conrad 
Lampson, Royal Mills 
Mathews, James 
Mann, John Christian 
Mundorf, John 
Mayer, Willis 
Mitchell, Freder’k Francis 

PAST MASTERS: 

H&slacher, Jacob 
Means, Andrew JackBon 

WITHDRAWN: 
Cleveland, Septimus Allen 


Edward Skinner, 

William Henry Ryan, 

Edwin Aldrich Rodgers. 

Oppenheimer, Benjamin 
Parsons, Edmond 
Reed, Abner 
Severing, Henry 
Sharrock, Evrard 
Thurman, William Henry 
Wilson, Richard Montg’y 
White, Moses Henry 
Winnie, George 
Wade, Charles Frederick 
— 47. 

Steinson, James' 

Yalpey, Abraham Martin — 6 


Ripperdan, Isaac— 8. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 


Johnson, William McFarland, Mathias Fans— 3. 


SACRAMENTO CHAPTER, No. 3. 

Sacramento, Sacramento County. 

Stated Meetings, first Tuesday in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


William Monroe Petrie, High Priest, 
William Buckley Davis, King, 

Hilland Pinckney Cottingham, Scribe , 
Isaac Baldwin Cooledge, Capt. of the Host, 
Adam Clark Valliant,PnncipaZ Sojoum'r, 
Cornelius Kellogg, Royal Arch Captain, 


George Montgomery, Master ofZd Fail, 
Elias Rath, Master of 2d Vail, 

John Henry Eickoff, Master of 1st VaU, 
Henry William Bragg, Treasurer, 

Alfred Augustus Redington, Secretary, 
Petragie Zacharias, Guard, 
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Past High Prlestst 

James Lawrence English, Francis Foster, Powell Samnel Lawson, 

W illiam Franklin Knox, George Howard Winterburn, William Monroe Petrie. 

BOYAL ABOH MASONS: 

▲lien, John Francis Gillis, Dongald McLaughlin, William 

▲Hen, Robert Girand, Eugene Miller, Peter ▲ndrew 

Alexander, Benj. Franklin Glover, Edwin Morse, Stephen Turner 

Anthony, James Golden, Thomas Morphy, Robert Wilson 

Bachmann, Rudolph Goldberg, Harris Nelson, ▲lton Titus 

Barnes, Jacob Griffiths, John T. Oakley, Peter Eager 

Banqnier, Joseph Haines, Gabriel O’Neil, James 

Bergevio, Nelson Langevin Hamilton, Gbas. Alexander Osohner, John 

Berkey, Thomas Henry Hammer, Lather Kentz Oaghton, Wm. Edward 

Bronner, George Frederick Harper, Thomas Pacheco, Romaaldo 

Brewington, Benj. Smith Harris, Thomas Spencer Parnell, John Henry 

Bryding, Peter Harris, Elias Bramon Phillips, Louis 

Barnham, James Henry Harrison, Hamilton Carter Phipps, Eugene King 

Burch, John Chilton Haskell, Dudley Haines Porter, James Nichols 

Callahan, Daniel E. Haymond, Creed Putnam, George Alfred 

Carlson, Edward Hawkins, William Rademacher, Charles 

Champliu, Nelson Hevener, William Henry Ressguie, James Glason 

Choquette, Caliste Hillier, Theodore Robertson, John 

Clark, Thomas William Hoag, William Moffit Robinson, Robert 

Cluness, William R. Hoehn, Jacob Ross, Charles Henry 

Coghlan, Charles Mortimer Holmes, Henry T. Rothermel, Chas. Nicholas 

Cohn, Charles Hull, Joseph Sawyer, James C. 

Conover, John Hunt, Wm. Smith Scudder, Charles Lawrence 

Cook, Hiram Hyman, Jacob Sr. Sims, Samuel 

Crocker, George Monroe Hyman, Jacob Jr. Smith, John Wm. Martin 

Crocker, Henry Smith Inwalle, John Joseph Smith, Joshua Hughes 

Croly, Edward James Jackson, William Franklin Smith, Thomas 

Cunningham, John Austin Jacobs, Enoch Spinks, Alfred 

Cotter, Benoni Benjamin Jones, Edward Augustus Starr, Erwin Platt 

Dale, Richard Jones, Jeremiah Solon Steinman, Bernard Ulmer 

Davis, Jacob Zeigler Kay, Samuel Trope, Peter 

Davis, William Oliver Keber, Jacob Tubbs, John Charles 

Day, James Thompson Kercheval, Reuben Tufts, Albert Currier 

Dennery, Bernard Kimball, Gorham Gates Ulp, Alfred 

Domingos, John Krebs, Charles Henry Wachhorst, Herman 

Drew, Nathaniel Lafayette Lavenson, Samuel Walker, Myron Philo 

Duprey, George Levison, Jacob Wallquist, Carl Johan 

Earl, George Levy, Edward Roger Webster, Joseph Richard 

Ecklon, Christian Ludwig Libby, Warren Thompson Welch, Benjamin 

Egl, Anthony Locke, George Washington Welch, George Drake 

English, William Garrison Lyon, Edward Wells, William Henry 

Feldheim, Nathan G. Maholm, James Boland White, George Amos 

Forbes, Robert Maier, Jacob Fred. William Wick, Robert Kerr 

Foy, Wm. Robinson Smith Marvin, Frank William Wickstram, Carl Elias 

Frank, Samuel Merrill, John F. Wilcoxson, Jefferson 

Gallatin, Albert McConnell, Thomas Wilson, Jesse Warren 

Gates, Justin McCormack, Charles Willard, David Wright 

Gerson, Samuel McKune, John Hill Zeh, George Christian — 160. 
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MOST EXCELLENT MA8TEB : MARK MASTER : 

Har bison, John 8.— 1. Brougham, Frederick Price— 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Badd, Henry Grady, John Henry Waterhouse, Columbus — 8. 

RESTORED : 

Gillie, Dougald— 1. 

EXCLUDED : 

BQbersteln, Morris Taylor, IjJdwin Frost Woods, Jonas Btanbory— S. 

DIED : 

Curtis, Edward Malcolm Lawrie, John Brown Parker, George Norman— 3. 


CALIFORNIA CHAPTER, No. 6. 

San Francisco, San Francisco Conntjr. 

Stated Meetings, first and third Tuesdays in each month . 
OFFICERS i 

Joseph Miller Litchfield, High Priest , Sydney Mason Smith, Master ofZd Foil, 

Leonidas E. Pratt, King, Geo. Sterry Spratt, Master of 2 d Fail, 

Peter Dean, Scribe, George Hamlin, Master of 1st Fail, 

John Fitzmaurlce Kennedy, Oapt . of Host, Samuel Graves, Treasurer , 

Jesse Combes Reed, Principal Sojourner , Wm. Edward Moody, Secretary , 

Dan Joseph Edgar, Boy at Arch Captain , Samuel David Mayer, Organist , 

James Oglesby, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Reuben Edgar Raymond, Wm. Thomas Reynolds, Samnel Graves, 

Alexander Gurdon Abell, James Laidley, William Wilson Traylor, 

William Henry Lyon, John Francis Snow, John Kirkpatrick, 

Charles Lonis Wiggin, Hiram Throop Graves, John William Harville, 

George Tattle Grimes, Alfred Cooledge W&itt, Thomas Kyle. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Angus, John Archibald Bourne, Elisba Wilson Campbell, Robert 

Ashbury, Monroe Bragg, Robert Cecil, John 

Ashley, Sidney John Brander, John Samuel Center, John 

Arrowsmith, D. Bloomer Brannan, Samuel Chapin, Dinsmore Davis 

Atkinson, Thos. Thompson Bridge, William Edward Che vers, William Henry 

Balch, Stephen Moore Brigham, Calvin Oakes Churchill, Clark 

Bamber, John Bromley, George Tisdale Clary, William Henry 

Barth, CharleB Hunter Brittan, Nathaniel Jones Cockrill, Theo. Guevara 

Bateman, Isaac Christian Brooks, Thomas Hubbard Coey, James 

Beach, Henry Martin Brown, Roland Gair Consins, Charles Samuel 

Beadle, Donald Browning, Jeremiah Cox, Henry 

Bell, John Bruner, Wm. Happenatt Cox, Palmer 

Best, John Tritten Bryan, Edward Hord Crafg, William 

Blaikie, James Longhead Bullis, Omri Crawford, John Jones 

Boswell, Solomon Bailey Callaghan, Charles Cummings, Walter Bailey 
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Damon, Geo. Dimick 
Daria, Edmund S. 

Daria, Isaac Ephinstone 
Day, Franklin Henry 
Dougherty, Chas. Medley 
Earl, John Ogden 
Earle, Henry Halford 
Eastman, Frank 
Easton, Wendell 
Edwards, Frank George 
Elliot, Gardner 
Elliot, Charles Emery 
Ellis, Henry Hiram 
Ewell, Luther Jerome 
Estee, Morris March 
Fake, George John 
Farnam, Edward 
Farish, Thomas Edwin 
Farwell, William Harard 
Foot, Henry DuQuesnet 
Gabbs, Albert Steph. Isaiah 
Garfield, John Quincy 
Garratt, William Thompson 
Gates, Horatio Sylvester 
Gilmore, Archibald Neill 
Goewey, James Monroe 
Grant, Thomas Chamberlin 
Gray, William 
Graham,. John 
Gunn, William John 
Hall, Robert 
Hanscom, John Ostinelli 
Harney, William 
Harrington, John Conly 
Harris, James Henry 
Haskell, Charles Lyman 
Hastiogs, Everett Linns 
Hildebrandt, Carsten 
Hobbs, Caleb Seccohmb 
Hodge, John Graham 
Hodgkins, Alfred Randall 
Holcomb, William Austin 
Hotaling, Anson Parsons 
Hotchkiss, Henry Wells 
Howard, George Henry 
Howe, George Washington 
Horton, Thomas Rotch 
Ingalls, John Newton 
Jacobs, Albert 
Jaynes, Frank 
Jeffray, William 
Johnson, John Munroe 
Johnson, William Corrie 
Johnston, Baptist 


Johnston, William David 
Jones, Cyrus Winship 
Jones, William Arthur 
Kennedy, Frank 
Kibbe, Henry Clay 
Kimball, Moses Combe 
King, Henry Lewis 
King, John 
King, Joseph Libbey 
Kincaid, John Evans 
Kuh, Leopold 
Kaeding, Chas. Van Buren 
Lane, Edmund 
Laird, David White 
Landers, John 
Lewis, Edwin 
Litchfield, Watson Dyer 
Lloyd, Reuben Hedley 
Louderback, Andrew A. 
Luty, John Samuel 
Lyman, Charles 
Maguire Joseph 
Maieas, Christian W. 
Marye, Geo. Thomas Jr. 
McComb, John 
McCrindle, William 
McDonald, Alex. Dunbar 
McDonough, And. Neater 
McMath, Joseph 
Middleton, Frank 
Miller, Abram Isaac 
Miller, Stephen Girard 
Montagnie, Joseph E. de la 
Montague, Wilford Weed 
Moore, Eliott Josiah 
Moore, Robert Henry 
Morgan, David Jr. 

Morgan, John Stilwell 
Morse, Ebenezer Eaton 
Morse, Amos Clark 
Morton, Charles Cary 
Muller, John 
Nagel, William 
Nagle, George Dedrich 
Neal, Charles Sanders 
Nevillo, Ernest Harry 
Norcross, Daniel 
Northrop, David Blair 
O’Conner, Thomas Michael 
Osgood, George 
Oterson, Herman 
Otto, Charles 
Parker, George Franklin 
Partridge, Edward Briggs 


PendergaBt, James Albert 
Plum, Charles Mortimer 
Plummer, Harry Wilkinson 
Price, Thomas 
Prior, John Lewis 
Purdy, John Eldridge 
Ramsdell, Benjamin Hatch 
Reavis, William Henry 
Reynolds, Frank Bailey 
Richards, William Henry 
Root, Ira Colburn 
Rosekrans, Hiram 
Rundell, William Mason 
Russell, John Adam 
Sawyer, Charles Henry 
Schneider, Edward William 
Seaton, Horace Henry 
Shaeffer, John Werner 
Shattuck, David Dustin 
Short, Peter 

Shrader, Andrew Jackson 
Smith, Adrian Russell 
Smith, Edwin Lawrence 
Smith, Henry Sumner 
Smith, Stephen Henry 
Stadtfeld, Jacob 
Stanley, Samuel Lewis 
Steiger, Charles Rudolphs 
Stevens, Wm. Emerson 
Stockman, John Milton 
Stoutenborough, J. Henry 
Stringer, William James 
Sullivan, Eugene Lemuel 
Sumner, Frank William 
Sumner, Wm. Brintnell 
Swift, James Flitcroft 
Thompson, Lucias 
Thomson, Malcolm 
Thrall, Henry Homer 
Torrence, John 
True worthy, Francis Marion 
Tustin, William Isaao 
Urquhart, James Simonson 
Valentine, John 
Van Dozer, Oliver 
Vaughn, Alphonzo Hyman 
Von Jeinsen, Ernest 
Wadsworth, James C. L. 
Warron, Joseph M. 
Waterhouse, Fred. Adelbert 
Waters, George Latham 
Wells, William 
Wetherbee, Calvin Hale 
Wheeler, Jacob 
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Wilde, Francis Brooke 
Willey, Charles Johnson 
Willey, Otis Freeman 
Williams, Abraham Pease 


Williams, John Henry Wilson, James Knox Polk 
Williamson, Robt. Stockton Winkle, Henry 
Wilson, Charles Wooster, John Benjamin 

—250. 


Davis, Solomon 
Denny, Edward 

Baldwin, Alex. Richards 
Barnes, Wm. Henry Linow 


Eckfeldt, John Michael 

Cook, Nicholas 
Green, Alonzo 


maww MASTERS: 
Irwin, James 
Mann, Azro Levi 

WITHDRAWN s 
Clark, Wm. Edward 
Loop, Sidney Joseph 


DIED: 

Miller, Elbridge L. 
EXCLUDED : 
Selden, James Miles 


Nickerson, Charles — 5. 

McNulty, Charles Augustus 
—5. 

DUES: 

Wightman, John — 3. 
Flynn, Martin— 4. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF 
Eaton, Jonas Allen— 1. 


NEVADA CHAPTER, No. 0. 

Nevada, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings, fir st Monday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 


Thomas Mein, High Priest, 

Ianthus Jerome Rolfe, King , 

John Herbert Boardman, Scribe, 

Allen Chapman, Captain of the Host , 

Brnoe Benjamin Lee, Principal Sojourner, 
Wm. David Long, Royal Arch Captain , 


Kaskil Casper, Master of 3 d Vail, 
William Floyd, Master of 2d Vail, 

Ole Amos Nelson, Master of 1st Vail, 
Martin Luther Marsh, Treasurer , 
Thomas Hubbard Caswell, Secretary , 
Joseph Brewster Gray, Guard. 


Thomas Hubbard Cas 

Banner, Pincus 
Barton, William 
Chapin, Samnel Leonard 
Crandall, Orman 
Dickson, John Hutton 
Dill, John 
Donald, James 
Donald, Thomas 
Ennis, Franklin 
Faull, George 
Fleming, Jos. Davenport 


Post High Priests i 

ell, Charles Marsh, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Fowler, Edwin 
Gentry, Richard Benton 
Gilbert, John Richards 
Goldsmith, Adolphns 
Hale, Horace 

Hathaway, Francis Marion 
Helm, James Harvey 
Holmes, William 
Marshall, William Allen 
McBean, John 
McElvy, Charles 


Thomas Mein. 

MoBrown, John 
Montgomery, John 
Pease, Sanford Orrin 
Powers, George S. 
Prescott, Lyman Reed 
Preston, Edward Myers 
Randolph, William Cooper 
Reid, James 
Richards, Philip 
Rose, David 
Robo, James 
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Sargent, Aaron Augustas 
Sanders, William Henry 
Sanders, Josiah 
Searls, Niles 
Slinger, William 


Stansfleld, Halstead 
Stowers, Nathanial Henry 
Thom, David Jr. 

Tilley, Edwin 

Weeks, William Hamilton 


Wheeler, Matthew Mitchell 
Williamson, Levi 
Wing, Rodney 
Wirth, James Albert — 60. 


RESTORED : 
Leeds, Stephen P.— 1. 
EXCLUDED: 

Davidson, William Henry— 1. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Leeds, Stephen P.— 1. 

DIED 

Donald, Alfred— 1. 


BENICIA CHAPTER, No. 7. 

. Benicia, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings, Tuesday of or next preceding Full Moon . 
OFFICERS I 

Timothy Sage, High Priest , Edward H. Yon Pfister, Master q f 3 d Vail , 

John Honsley, King , Joseph Grlen Johnson, Master of 2d Vail , 

Lansing Bond Mizner, Scribe, Archibald McDonald, Master of 1st Vail , 

George Poor, Captain of the Host, John Rueger, Treasurer , 

Wm. Henry Smith, Principal Sojourner, Thomas McKay, Secretary, 

Robert Stewart, Royal Arch Captain, William Mathewson, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

Sylvester Woodbridge, Timothy Sage. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Grant, John McKenzie, Allen 

Holbrook, Charles Edward Owen, John Wren 
Long, Michael Henry Pollock, Robert 

Mathewson, John Westlake, John— 27. 

MARK MASTERS: 

Campbell, William R. McArthur, Murdock— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Spencer, Christopher— 1. 


Brownlee, Thomas 
Danforth, Edwin 
Ennis, Richard 
Freeman, Otis Kimball 


SHASTA CHAPTER, No. 9. 

Shasta, Shasta County. 


Stated Meetings , second and fourth 2'uesdays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Louis Wellendorff, High Priest, 

William Ely Hopping, King, 

Joseph Weil, Scribe, 

Elijah Mason Dixon, Captain of the^Host, 
Adolph Dobrowski, Principal Sojourner, 
Mortimer C. Allen, Royal Arch Captain , 


Alexander R. Andrews, Master 2d VaU, 
Ulysses R. Lord, Master 2d Vail, 

John William Garden, Master 1st VaU , 
Daniel Porter Bystle, Treasurer , 

David Weil, Secretary , 

Gonther Fred. C. Schroter, Guard, 
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Past High Priests i 

Whiting Griswold West, P. G. H. P. Daniel Porter Bystle, 

Adolph Dobrowsky, Louis Wellendorff. 

George Carrnth Farquhar, 


Anderson, Charles 
Andrew, William 
Anklin, Henry 
Chandler, Fred. Brewster 
Chappell, James Nathan 
Coleman, Adoram 
Greene, Thomas 
Higginbotham, Jno. Baptist Shoffleton, Hugh Hall 
Matlock, David B. Shurtleff, Benjamin 

Moore, Joseph Sonter, John 


BOYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Overmeyer, Charles Edwin 
Pryor, Athanasius 
Reagan, James 
Reinecke, Christopher 
Ross, Herman Frederick 
Scammon, James Freeman 
Scott, John Varner 


Swain, Alex. Cartwright 
Sweet, Henry Andrew 
Syme, John 
Taggart, Grant Israel 
Taylor, Holloway 
Watson, William 
Webb, John Paxton 
Wheeler, Frank 
Wilson, Henry Ellis 
Wimmer, James 1 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Gaptil, William Neal — 1. 


» 


SUTTER CHAPTER, No. 11. 

Sutter Creek, Amador County 1 . 


Stated Meetings , third Friday in each month . 
OFFICERS t 


John Whltton Surface, High Priest, 
Robert Aitken, King, 

Samuel Decount Rolla Stewart, Scribe, 
William Smith, Captain of the Host, 
Abner E. Callaway, Principal Sojourner, 
Thomas Dunlap, Royal Arch Captain, 


Morris Brinn, Master ofSd Vail, 
Robert Red path, Master of 2d Vail, 
John Lithgon, Jr., Master of 1st VaU , 
Peter Fogan, Treasurer, 

Alonso King Dudley, Secretary , 
William Bennett, Guard. 


Alvinza Hayward, 

Adams, James 
Berryman, Andrew 
Briggs, Samnel Green 
Burleson, Charles Drake 
Bury, Daniel William 
Campbell, John M. 

Olute, Peter Alonzo 
Comstock, Asa Leland 
Cook, Philemon 
Cosner, Robert 
Davis, David Thomas 
Ellis, Volney Eaton 
Farley, James Thompson 
Fiske, Henry Mortimer 


Past High Prlestst 

Alexander Cartwright Joy, Henry Peck. 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Ford, Henry Darnell Milliken, Jesse 

Hall, Henry Frank March&nt, John 

Henley, Jonathan Speaker McMurray, James Wm. 


Huse, Samuel Emerson 
Isaacs, Bernard 
Jelemina, John 
Kelley, John Barnes 
Kerr, John 
Keyes, John 
Lillie, John B. 
Lutnesky, Vincent 
Manon, Samnel Sanford 
McLean, Langhlin 
Mehrtens, Daniel 


Newman, George 
Oulds, John 

Palmer, Eliphalet Charles 
Parkinson, Mannel Casado 
Post, John McDongal 
Poundstone, Laurence Ryd 
Purrington, Col’bns Allen 
Patterson, David 
Richling, Peter 
Robinson, John Andrew 
Rose, Albert Henry 
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Rossell, John Elisha Stewart, James Franklin Taber, Frederick Ketchum 

Spagnolla, Sylv’r Giovanni Stevens, James Bounty Walther, Otto 
Steinberger, John Adam Surface, James Philip Whitlach, Daniel Henry 

Stuart, Horace Moulton Sutherland, William Woolley, Eliphus Burt— 68. 

PAST MASTERS : DIED : 

Miller, John Maxey, Jesse Blackburn— 2. Whetstone, William Columbus— 1. 


* CALAVERAS CHAPTER, No. 12. 

Merced, Merced County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Wednesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, High Priest , Sam'l Claghorn Bates, Master of 3d VaU 
Silas March, King, Basil Delashmutt, Master of 2d VaU, ' 

Frederick Becker, Scribe , Samuel Dickenson, Master of 1st VaU, 

Samuel Mitchell Brown, Capt. of the Host, Isaac Henry Jacobs, Treasurer , 
Chas,MacMurdo Blair, Principal Sojourner, John Alexander Kendrick, Secretary, 
William John Hart, Royal Arch Captain, Anthony James Meany, Guard . 

Past High Priests! 

Peter Dinwiddie Wigginton, Charles MacMurdo Blair, Mark Howell. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Adams, William Grade, William Adolph Scott, Moses Heaton 

Aiken, John McFee Hardwick, Wm. Jefferson Silman, William Lewis 

Bradford, Abram Clark James, Henry George Wallace, Erastus 

Breen, Nicholas Lebright, Frederick Weed, William Seaman 

Dickinson, James Johnson Means, William Leland Welch, Peyton Young 

Eagleson, Erastus Rector, Eldridge Gerry Welch, Lucillus Arthur— 32. 

Fuqoa, John Woodson 

PAST MASTERS i 

Jacob Elias, Henry Christopher Roes.— 2. 


WASHINGTON CHAPTER, No. 13. 

Marysville, Yuba County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Fridays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Andrew Jackson Binney, High Priest, John McUmoil, Master of 3d VaU, 
Arthur Gilman Drake, King, Adoniram J. Batchelder, Master 2d VaU, 

Frederick Buttleman, Scribe, Henry Charles Lott, Master 1st VaU, 

John Henry Gerken, Capt. of the Host , Marcus Marcuse, Treasurer, 

, Principal Sojourner , Thomas Hugh Kernan, Secretary, 

Victor Lewis Ernshields, Royal Arch Capt., Thomas Weston Kent, Guard. 

* No returns this year. 

10 
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Past High Priests i 

William Lee Lawrence, Edmond Taylor Wilkins, William Fletcher. 

Norman Donning Rideout, Charles E. Stone, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Aaron, Frank Wm. Howard Filkins, Charles Edward McKeehan, Demons Hinckle 
Baird, George Hall Foster, John Quincy McNutt, John Fleming 

Baras, Avery Powers Friend, William North, George 

Barrie, John Ferguson Hamlin, Norman Scott Oakley, Ainasa Wilder 

Belcher, Edward Augustus Harvey, William Parks, William Henry 

Belcher, Isaac Sawyer Harrington, Chris. Clark Patterson, Charles Milton 

Belcher, William Caldwell Harris, Isaac Thompson Raynolds, John 

Belding, Lyman Hartwell, William Hiscock Reece, Thomas White 

Bingham, Atkins Clark Heath, George Richardson, Geo. Strother 

Bockius, Charles George Hochstadter, Adolph Rogers, Sam T l Josiah Smith 

Bometter, Charles Hochstadter, Simon Ross, Samuel Haws 

Bradley, Samuel Henry Hogle, William Henry Scott, James Milledge 

Briggs, Joseph Warren Holland, George Slingsby, William 

Burchard, John Luther Hollingshead, Jos. Easton Sparks, Martin VanBuren 

Burgett, Henry Hudson, Edward Henry Spear, Andrew Potter 

Caldwell, Arthur Brooks Hunter, Enos Clark Stanwood, Richard Goss 

Carpenter, Geo. Washington Hutchings, Samuel Cole Stafford, Joshna 

Chandler, Melvin Laveni Hutchins, Gavin Walker Steel, Thomas Hugh 

Cheney, John Hutchinson, Samnel Stratton, Cornelius Allen 

Cook, Herman Albert Irwin, Alexander Cameron Snmmerland, Theodore 

Cohen, Isaac Jackson, William Swain, William Caldwell 

Cohen, William Jones, William Price Teegarden, Eli 

Cohn, Bernard Jones, James Thaddeos Tomb, Jacob 

Crane, Lemuel Tresoott Keser, Louis Traynor, James 

Davey, John Keyser, Philip Walter VanFleet, William 4 

Decker, Peter Knight, David E. Watson, Benjamin Franklin 

Dickey, James Thomas Lask, Joseph White, Amasa Willey 

Dbbbins, Thomas Lefavor, William Franklin Whitebread, William Cezar 

Dougall, Thomas Logan, Anderson Dabney Wilcoxon, Caleb Elisha 

Dapny,*Edward Spencer Lohse, Hermann Willey, Amasa Parker 

Eastman, James Fred. Marcuse, Meyer A. Wilson, Sanford Ellis 

Ellis, William Turner Marker, Henry Bowman Woods, Matthew — 113. 

Falk, Lewis Mayoux, Antoine 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Jasper, Joseph Miscat Carrington Jones, Richard— 2. 

, WITHDRAWN : 

Bigelow, Marcns James Fisher, Charles Lester— 2. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Bourne, George Jesse Mead, George Purdy Walker, Charles Frederick 

Harris, Isaac Thompson Walker, Louis Philip — b. 

DIED: 

Hartwell, William Hiscock Warren, Jonah Halstead — 2. 
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HOWARD CHAPTER, No. 14. 

San Jom, Santa Clara County. 

Stated Meetings, first Wednesday in each month. 

OFFICERS* 

Wilbur Justus Wilcox, High Priest , Wm. Osman Breyfogle, Master ofZd Vail, 

Charles Henry Arnold, King, Lyman Ackley Brownell, Master 2d Vail , 

Hardage Lane Andrews, Scribe, Solomon War’n Easterday, MasterUtVaU, 

Henry Howard Cook, Captain of the Host , Return Roberts, Treasurer , 

Wm. Nicholas Castle, Principal Sojourner, Sander Brockway Anderson, 8eoretary , 
Alonzo Babbitt Hamilton, Royal Arch Capt. Isaiah Litter Hopkins, Chaplain, 

Jacob Moser, Guard. 


John Bankson Hewson, 
Jared Turner, 

Allison, William DeWitt 
Arnold, Austin 
Barling, Harry 
Bennett, George Edmund 
Bishop, Samuel Addison 
Black, James Francis 
Blair, Thomas Henry 
Bodiey, Thomas 
Bohen, Daniel 
Boring, Samuel Watson 
Bradlee, Ezra Smith 
Bradlee, Hugh Johnson 
Brother, Henry 
Brown, James Thomas 
Brown, Jeremiah Yancey 
Brown, Jacob Newton 
Buzza, John Trebilcock 
Dennis, Nelson 
Dunshee, Rollin 
Fallon, Thomas 
Field, Walter 
Foote, George William 
Gardner, David Boyd 
Garraud, Louis 
Gerdes, John Christian 
Grout, Silas 


Past High Priests i 

William Alex. January, P.G.B.P. Wilbur Justus Wilcox. 
George May, 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Gillooly, Lawrence Burke 
Henklebein, Adam 
Hollenbeck, Walter Morr'n 
Holmes, Parker Butterfield 
Houghton, Henry Albert 
Hoyt, A mass James 
Jackson, William Andrew 
Johnson, Samuel William 
Jones, Hugh Stevenson 
Joyce, William Willis 
Keith, John Matthew 
Kupper, Benjamin 
Lenzen, Theodore 
Lowrie, John 
May, Orange Scott 
Mayers, Christian 
Menefee, Joseph Jefferson 
McCloskey, Thomas 
McDongall, Giles Eggleston 
McKenzie, Donald 
McMurtry, William Sharpe 
Mildrum, Charles R. 

Morey, Harvey Chapin 
Mott, Richard Fitzallen 
Mott, John 
Moyle, Isaiah 

WITHDRAWN : 

Beard, Elihn Barritfc.— 1. 


Ohnstein, Oscar 
Peacock, Geo. Washington 
Porter, John T. 

Reither, Jacob 
Rice, Harvey Newton 
Rowley, Albanns Beliger 
Rucker, Joseph Edmondson 
Sargent, James Pattee 
Sexton, William 
Scott, Alexander Franklin 
Spence, Edward Fallis 
Sim, George 

Stockten, Nathaniel Hiram 
8pring, Thaddens Warsaw 
8turges, Maholm Beach 
Tobin, Michael 
Tally, Edward C. 

Tally, Pleasant Briton 
Yandine, E. 

Warthen, Alberts. 

Watson, James Hodges 
Weller, Henry Olph 
Wells, Procter B. 
Weymonth, James Lambert 
Whidden, George Akennan 
Yates, Lorenzo Goodin— 96. 


DROPPED FROM THE BOLL: 
Lemon, James— 1. 
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CYRUS CHAPTER, No. 15. 

Tnka, Siskiyou County. 

Stated Meetings , second Tuesday in each month. 


OFFICERS t 


John Morris Walbridge, High Priest , 
Mitchell Alex. Brown, King , 

George Durand, Scribe , 

Alonzo Emory Raynes, Capt. of the Host , 
James Vance, Principal Sojourner , 
Elijah Carrick, Royal Arch Captain, 


Claus Scbackenberg, Master of 3d Vail , 
Granville Quincy Stewart, MasL 2dVaU, 
Andrew Edwd. Schwatka, MasL 1st Vail, 
William McConnell, Treasurer , 

John William Bird, Secretary , 

Joseph Lang, Jr., Guard. 


Daniel Beam, 

Abiaha 8wain, 

Champlin, Orin 
Crooks, And’w Donaldson 
Davis, Charles Henry 
Doten, Josiah Wilson 
Doney, William Rise 
Dumas, Francis 
Eddy, William Castleton 
Fabricius, Aud’w Jackson 
Haserick, Anton 
Hessenauer, John Nicholls 

MOST EXCELLENT ) 


Past High Priests i 

James Vance, 

Alonzo Emory Raynes, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS;: 
Horn, David 
Huseman, Louis 
Jones, John Johnson 
Knights, George Horace 
Lytle, James Alexander 
McConaughy, James 
Monet, Louis 
Newton, Joel 
Nichols, Henry 
Osterman, Jurgen 


John Morris Walbridge. 


Owens, Alexander 
Pellet, Samuel 
Pyle, Curtis Hooper 
Riley, Francis 
Rogers, Franklin Augustus 
Stewart, Samuel Jonathan 
Thompson, John Waldo 
Vogan, James Harper 
Wadsworth, Henry 
White, Samuel— 44. 

EXCLUDED : 


Diggles, Henry Jonas— 1. 


Burns, Albert Vanderbilt— 1. 


ST. JAMES CHAPTER, No. 10. 

Placerrllle, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Charles Fitzgerald Irwin, High Priest, And. Jackson Binney, Master of 3d Vail, 

Charles Broad, King, Geo. Heirn Gilbert, Master of id Vail, 

Thomas Fraser, Scribe, Chas. John Arvidson, Master of 1st VaR, 

Charles CalebfPcirce, Captain of the Host , Giusseppe Rolled, Treasurer , 

Geo. Franklin Mack, Principal Sojourner, Frederick Ferdinand Baras, Secretary, 
Marco Verrozza, Royal Arch Captain, Carlo F. Celio, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Frederick Ferdinand Bans, George Heirn Gilbert, Robert Chalmers. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 


Barlow, George Washington 
Blakely, Album James 
Burnham, George 
Caystile, Thomas John 
Chalmers, George 
Christie, Andrew Jackson 
Crowder, Jeremiah Jackson 
Dantz, Paul 
Dench, John William 


Gelwicks, Daniel William 
Hammel, Henry 
Hertel, Charles H. E. 
Hopkins, Lemuel B. 
Hume, James Bunyan 
Levy, Joseph 
Lohry, Adam 
Murry, Nelson Henry 


Miller, Daniel Bice 
Norton, Daniel E. 

Page, Horace Francis 
Plumado, Frank Hilair 
Taghtmier, Frederick 
Turman, Byron Isaac 
VanVoorhies, Ralph J. 
Weatherwax, Chas. H.— 38. 


PAST MASTER : 


WITHDRAWN : 


Philips, George W.— 1. 


Boop, John Daniel— 1. 


LIBANUS CHAPTER, No. 17. 

Iowa Hill, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 
OFFICEBSi 


James Boss, High Priest, 

Edward George Spencer, King, 

Jonathan Mitchell Smith, Scribe, 

William Whipple Poole, Capt. of the Host, 
John Floyd Van Divier, Principal Sojou'r, 
John Henry Mitchell, Royal Arch Captain , 


Chester Hackett, Master of 3d Foil, 
John Peter Just, Master of 2d Vail, 
Willis Fish Gould, Master of 1st Vail, 
John Schmitt, Treasurer , 

John Butler, Secretary , 

James Jasper Rich, Guard, 


Past High Priests i 

William Clinton I£ich, James Ross, William Whipple Poole. 


Barrett, Adams 
Cameron, William 
Chinn, James Weeks 
Develey, Henry K. 
Hughs, Richard Rogers 

WITHDRAWN: 


ROYAL AROH MASONS : 

Jacobs, James Monroe 
Jones, Jehoaikim 
Lewis, Robert 
Mill, William 


Mitchell, Edward 
Stemple, Henry 
Smith, William 
White, William K.— 28. 


FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUXSt 


SUSPENDED 


Jones, Owen — 1. Eddings, George Franklin— 1. 

DROPPED FROM THE ROLL : 

Leighton, Aug. Lord (M. M.)— 1. 
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GRASS VALLE 7 CHAPTER, No. 18. 

Grass Valley, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month. 


OFFICERS i 


Edward Coleman, High Priest , 

James Gluyas, King, 

Alexander Stoddard, Scribe, 

Jona. Converse Clough, Copt, of the Host , 
Thos. John Mitohell, Principal Sojourner , 
Henry Randall Stevens, Royal Arch Capt. f 


Wm. Gordon Hudson, Master ofZd Vail , 
Step. Mitchell Harris, Master of 2d VaU t 
John Barnett, Master of 1st Fait, 

John Crisp Coleman, Treasurer , 

Charles Henry Mitchell, Secretary , 
Alexander Barrin, Guard. 


Alfred Barrett Dibble, 
William McCormick, 

Anderson, Aug ; tos Peyton 
Anderson, Robert 
Angove, John 
Bann, John Frederick 
Berg, Alfred 
Binkleman, David 
Bonivert, Paschal Joseph 
Bryan, John Albion 
Bryant, William Henry 
Burns, John Thompson 
Catron, William 
Clift, William 
Coombe, William 
Crocker, John Ross 
Cross, Thomas 
Dorsey, John Jacob 
Fairhnrst, Geo. Washington 
Findley, Thomas 
Fricot, Jules 


Post High Priests i 

Alexander Buohan&n Brady, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Gad, Bernard 
Goad, John Cornelias 
Hand, William Dawson 
Halleck, Joseph 
Hatch, Martin Payne 
Hosom, Andrew 
Kendig, Daniel 
Lathrop, Solomon 
Lawrence, John 
Lowrey, Richard Daniel 
Major, John Newton 
Mitchell, William Henry 
Moore, Stephen 
Morehonse, Alfonso 
Noall, James 
Noel, Richtrd 
Noel, James Clymer 
Noonan, Patrick 

PAST MASTER : 

Mansan, Zephaniah— 1. 


Reuben Leech. 


Peers, Joseph , 

Price, Briscoe Hugh 
RhaUgau, John 
Rowland, Louis Jerome 
8 and era, John 
Saxon, Edward 
Saxon, James 
Simpson, James 
Smith, Charles Woolson 
Spencer, William Kenyon 
Stoddard, Orlando 
Stoddard, Walter 8. 

Stokes, William Charles 
8ullivan, John Lyons 
Vincent, George 
Walker, Thomas Rolls 
Watt, William 
Whiting, Edward Houston 
— 6T. 


mark MASTERS : 

Coffee, William R. Weaver, George W. — 3. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Boden, Thomas Morris, Jacob— 2. 


DIED: 


Delano, Alonzo 


Farrell, James Alexander*— 2. 
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TRINITY CHAPTER, No. 19. 

Wearerrille, Trinity County, 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

Wiley James Tinnin, High Priest , Gotlieb Fred. Diener, Master of 3d Vail, 

Olo Christian Christiansen, King, David Harden, Master of ‘Id Vail, 

Thomas Love Miller, S&'ibe, Peter Paulsen, Master of lit Vail , 

Jacob Panlsen, Captain oftne Host , Otto Volmers, Treasurer , 

James Madison Pickett, Prin. Sojourner , Morris Franklin Griffin, Secretary , 

Joel Chilton Wood, JtoyaZ -drch Captain, Charles John Aag. Goering, Guard. 

Fast High Priests i 

Wiley James Tinnin, John Clifton Mason, Olo Christian Christiansen. 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Haas, Gotlieb Frederick Raab, Louis 
M osser , J ohn Bach , Michael— 19. 

PAST MASTERS : 

McMnrry, John Smiley, John Wesley— 3. 

WITHDRAWN : 

McGillivray, Joseph— 1. 


FRANKLIN CHAPTER, No. 20.. 

Orovllle, Butte County, 

Stated Meetings , first and third Thursdays in each month . 
OFFICERS i 

Thomas Callow, High Priest , George Bhear, Master of 3d VaU % 

St, John Jackson, King t William Edmonds, Master of 2d Vail , 

Ralzemond Parker, Scribe, David Bright Hays, Master of 1st Vail, 

David King Perkins, Captain of the Host , Frederick John Becker, Treasurer , 

Patrick Ogilsby Hundley, Prin. Sojourner , Arthur McDermott, Secretary , 

Louis Simons, Royal Arch (Japtain t J ohn Constantine Mitchell, Guard. 

Past High Priests t 

Thomas Callow, George Clement Perkins, Thomas Jarrett Jenkins, 

Charles Fayette Lott, Arthur McDermott, George Henry Crossette. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Beall, John Gallinger, Abraham B. Rollins, Daniel Fletcher 

Block, Joseph Glass, Louis Buggies, Elijah Starr 

Branscomb, John Heintz, Thibault Sparks, Ebenezer Morrison 

Buchanan, Philander Hendricks, Thomas Stearns, Amos Kies 

Burroughs, Charles Hewitt, John Bonghton Tabor, Floyd 

Byler, Eldridge Mallard Hida, Jehn Yance, James Monroe 

Chappell, Wallace Homer Lawson, Andrew Wagner, Frank 

Davis, Edward Jennings Logan, James Colnmboa Wells, Michael Henry 

Dyer, George Washington Plnm, Nathaniel Dunbar Young, Henry G.— 41. 

Faulkner, Thomas Powell, David 


Black, Peter Patterson 
Given, William Cashing 

Philbrook, John 
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MARK MASTER : 

Kenney, John Leander— 1. 

PAST MASTERS: 

Bean, Jackson Goodday, Louis — 2. 

SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT 07 DUES : 

West, Miers Barton— 1. 

DIED: 

Harris, Jahial-1. 


SIERRA CHAPTER, No. 21. 

Downleville, Sierra County. 

Stated Meetings , Saturday of or next preceding Full Moon. 
OFFICERS i 

William Thompson, Lather, High Priest, Joseph Berg, Master cfZd VaU, 
Benjamin Panly, King, George C. Martin, Master of 2d VaU , 

Lewis Byiogton, Scribe, John Aagnst Blohm, Master of 1st Vail , 

Alexander Thom, Captain of the Host, Ernest Kruse, Treasurer, 

John Gale, Principal Sojourner, William Ryan, Secretary, 

Hiram George Wier, Royal Arch Capt . Peter Thatcher, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Henry Warner, William Thompson Lather, Edwin Ransom Darla. 

Washington Cicero Dond, 

BOYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Abbey, George Henry Eschbacker, Franz Antoine Peacock, James Richard 
Anderson, Andrew Grippen, Erastns Mortimer Picken, Alexander 

Asher, Alexander Branch Gunsolus, William Henry Pnrdy, Henry Haddon 
Bernhard, Lewis Hanley, William A. Ross, John 

Bradbury, John T. Hartling, Valentine Shawness, John 

Busch, August Christopher Jackson, Daniel Stewart, Samuel Cartis 

Gate, John Howard Kontz, John Strange, Henry 

Crane, Lauren Elliot Langstaff, Matthew Thomas, Henry 

Creveling, Elemuel N. L. Malone, Rowland Cusin West, John Thorrensuea 

Crooks, James Brown McNaugbton, James Wilkins, William— 47. 

Ellery, Henry, Jr. Parsons, Nathan 

WITHDRAWN: 

Daria, Willett Charles Riley, William Eugene— 2. 
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PETALUMA CHAPTER, No. 22. 

Petaluma, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


Oscar Valentine Walker, High Priest , 
Asahel Adams Bean, King , 

James Haline Knowles, Scribe , 

James Singley, Captain of the Host , 

Benj. Franklin Tattle, PrincVl Sojourner , 
Denison Delos Carder, Royal Arch Capt. 


Leonard Hanbrick, Master ofZd Vail, 
Achilla Kahn, Master of 2d Vail , 
John Bauer, Master of 1st Vail, 
Joseph Martin Bowles, Treasurer, 
Josiah Hor Crane, Secretary , 

William Samael Keays, Guard . 


James Singley, 

Thomas Jefferson Graham, 

Allen, William Thomas 
Anderson, James Wright 
Biehler, William 
Carpenter, William 
Cloaetts, Henry Felix 
Cox, William Emery 
Dreyfass, Edward 
Fairbanks, Hiram Tobbert 
Farley, Francis Hall 
Galvin, Micah Jonah C. 


Christie, John Boyd 


Preston, Richard Milne 
Shaver, John 


Past High Priests i 

Benjamin Franklin Tattle, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Gerlock, Lewis 
Goshen, Marcus Dyatheka 
Heineken, Hiram Albert 
Hoffman, Adam Joseph 
Kuffel, Isaac 
Lackey, Alexander 
Maguire, James Foster 
Merritt, John 
Mofiitt, John 

RESTORED : 
Yoeman, Charles— 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 
Haie, John Thompson 


Oscar Valentine Walker. 


Pierce, Abraham Jewell 
Polk, Charles Ephraim 
Schroycr, Aaron 
Shone, Thomas 
Stockwell, Murenos Vincent 
Taft, Hiram Fayette 
Tempel, Conrad 
Wands, James 
Yoeman, Charles— 41. 


Mallott, Leonard Coatsworth 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Todd, William Huie, George William— 4. 


EXCLUDED : 
Thompson, Jefferson— 1. 


DIED: 

Rots, William Miner, Welcome Ephraim— 2. 


u 
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OLIVER CHAPTER, No. 23. 

Forest HULL, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , first Saturday after Full Moon. 

OFFICERS t 

Ambrose Hall Cowden, High Priest , Peyton Powell, Master of 3d Vail, 

Thomas Norwood Hosmer, King, Martin Barnum Tubbs, Master 2 d VaU , 

Abram Breece, Scribe, John Tickle, Master of 1st Vail, 

Joel Franklin Smith, Capt. of the Host, Walter Raleigh White, Treasurer , 
Francis Walker Allen, Principal Sojoum'r , James Rnssell Glover, Secretary , 

Jacob Lock Welker, Royal Arch Captain, , Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Rnssell Parkhnrst, James Russell Glover, Ambrose Hall Cowden. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Allen, John E. Dewey, Charles Hitchcock Jones, John D. 

Borland, James Fast, John Henry Adolph Lind, Charles 

Byrd, Jacob Warwick Goff, Abner W. Middleton, Joseph Trail 

Carter, John Franklin Hosmer, Daniel Mansfield Penman, William Alex. 

Cox, Richard Huntley, Ashley Willard, Simeon Sylvester 

Cravens, Robert Oscar Johnson, Maguies Williams, Richard— 31. 

Davis, John Floyd 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Shain, Warren Cassius— 1. 

DIED : 

Krysher, William Morton, George Washington— 2. 


LA FAYETTE CHAPTER, No. 24. 

Camptonville, Tuba County. 

Stated Meetings, Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon. 

OFFICERS i 

Richard Munt, High Priest, Silas Sherman Baker, Master of 3d Vail, 

William Walker Gibson, King, Carlos Fred. Mansur, Master of 2d Vail, 

William Alexander Meek, Scribe, David Calvin, Master of 1st VaU, 

Charles O’Hara, Capt. of the Host, Josiah Perkins Brown, Treasurer, 

Joshua Hutchings Yariel, Prin. Sojourner, Richard Baker, Secretary, 

Valentine Cook McMurray, 12. A. Captain, Peter Russell, Guard. 

Past High Priests i 

Joshua Hutchings Variel, Valentine Cook McMurray. 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Beaman, John Henry Landecker, David Henry 

Isaacs, Elias Spencer, Stephen— 18. 

DIED; 

Walton, George Washington— 1. 


Josiah Perkins Brown, 
Richard Munt, 

Arnott, James 
Baxter, John 
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GEORGETOWN CHAPTER, No. 25. 

Georgetown, El Dorado County. 

Stated Meetings, Saturday of or next succeeding Full Moon . 
OFFICERS i 

John Dodd Skinner, High Priest , Giosni Baaai, Master of 3d Vail , 

Henry Warren RnBsell, King, Geo. W. Simpers, Master of 2d Vail, 

James Moon, Scribe , Rinaldo Fillipini, Master of 1st Vail , 

Reuben Rich Wiley, Captain of the Host, Elijah Harper Wat9on, Treasurer , 

Wm. Carey Anderson, PrincVl Sojourner , Isaac Priestly Jackson, Secretary , 

Fred. Lorenzo Forbes, Royal Arch Capt., Charles Langley, Guard . 

Past High Priests s 

Richard Doncaster, Jr. Samuel Doncaster, George Washington Hunter, 

William Roush, Henry Warren Russell, John Dodd Skinner. 

John Ernest Kunkler, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Armstrong, Thomas Z. Dunahoo, Wm. Washington Markle, John Alexander 

Benjamin, De Witt C. Epps, Tinsley Burton McNevin, Henry Patrick 

Berry, Solomon Adam Fleishman, Jacob Nye, Samuel Porter 

Carter, John E. Jillson, Emmett Pedrini, Cipriano 

Crawford, Ellison Lassell Lagerson, Frederick Pedrini, Massimino 

I Davison, John Paul Jones Lawyer, John Jay Spencer, Willis Eugene 

Downs, John L. Maltby, Henry Grove Wade, John— 38. 

MARE MASTER : WITHDRAWN : 

Pease, Edwin R.— 1. Alden, Samuel Jemison — 1. 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Kelley, Harvey — 1. 


OAKLAND CHAPTER. No. 20. 

Oakland, Alameda County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Thursdays in each month . 
OFFICERS « 

Daniel Webster Pratt, High Priest, Pat’k Jas. Cunningham, Master of Sd VaU, 

William Burt Clayton, King, Samuel Hirshberg, Master of 2d VaU, 

Frank Howard Brooks, Scribe, Samuel Francis, Master of 1st VaU , 

John Clark Irwin, Captain of the Host, Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, Treasurer , 
Ludwell Jas. Rector, Principal Sojourner, James Lentell, Secretary, 

William Kennedy, Royal Arch Captain, John Ross, Guard, 

Past High Priests : 

Jeremiah Elken Whitcher, George Mansfield Blake, Thatcher Peter Wales. 
Benjamin Akerly, 
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Ayres, William Henry 
Bagge, Christian 
Bagley, William Patrick 
Beazell, James 
Beclit, Joseph 
Block, Emanael David 
Carlton, George Henry 
Carrick, John Willard 
Chisholm, John 
Cooms, Henry 
Conley, Charles 
Cordes, Paul Henry 
Crane, William Watrons 
Cashing, Clinton 
Delger, Frederick 
Dieves, Joseph 


BOTAL ARCH MASONS : 
Elliott, Matthew 
Evers, John Henry 
Farrington, Elvin Dnnn 
Gabb, William Moor 
Greenwood, Jacob 
Grosso, Constantine 
Haclkc, Hellwig Leopold 
Harwood, Wm.* Douglass 
Havens, Henry Herman 
Henninger, Frederick 
Hill, William Henry 
Hillebrand, Henry 
Hitchcock, Henry EliBha 
Hobbs, Levit Moses 
Howe, Micha Mead 
Jansen, Ernest F. George 


Mann, Benj. Franklin 
Marsh, Charles Pantier 
McCord, William P. 
Milligan, Henry Gilbert 
Nolan, Stephen 
Reid, Charles Wood 
Rath, John 
Searing, William 
Shattack, Francis E. 
Shimon, John Lewis 
Smith ,\Elzaphan Ith&mon 
Snider, Lyman Nntt 
Tirrill, La Fayette 
Trogden, Willy H. 
Warner, Franklin 
Zabel, Julias— 63. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : 

Williams, Mark Anthony — 1. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Walter, William Addison Watson, William C. • Wheelan, Alanson— 8. 


EXCLUDED : 


DIED : 


Maloon, Benjamin— 1. 


McMillan, Robert— 1. 


DELTA CHAPTER. No. 27. 

Auburn, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , Thursday of or next preceding Full Moon . 

OFFICERS i 

Charles John Hellwig, High Priest , Benj. Dulany Dunham, Master Zd Fail, 
Edward Frederick Holley, King , Jarius Vesp’n Wardwell, Master 2 d Vail, 

Gera Bretton Predmore, Scribe, Thomas Burrell Harper, Master 1st Vail 

Geo. Washington Applegate, Capt . of Host, Francis Antono Lux, Treasure r, 

John Rigirs Crandall, Principal Sojourner, David Wlademer Lubeck, Secretary . 
Adrian StoriesWhittemore, R. A . Captain, Thomas Jamison, Guard . 


Past High Priests s 

John Riggs Crandall, Charles John Hellwig. 


Green, William George 
Griffith, Griffith 
Hill, Tyler Jefferson 
Klnkade, John Thompson 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 
Laven, James Andrew 
McBride, John 
Mullen, William Henry 
Pratt, Jonathan Davis 


Shepherd, Michael Harper, 
Smith Edward Guy 
Stonecipher, Isaac 
Waldron, Mahlon— 24. 

WITHDRAWN : 


RESTORED : 


Smith, Edward Guy— 1. Busing, Edward S.— 1. 


EXCLUDED : 

Myres, Benjamin Franklin— 1. 
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STOCKTON CHAPTER, No. 28. 

Stockton, San Joaquin County. 

Stated Meetings , fourth Tuesday in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

George Alexander McKenzie, High Priest , Doran L. Campbell, Master of 3 d VaU, 
William Graham. King , Julias Robert Steiny, Master of 2d Vail, 

Howard Malcolm Fanning, Scribe, James Edgar Reqaa, Master of 1st VaU* 

Isaac Lothrop, Captain of the Host, Edward Richard Hedges, Treasurer , 

Philip Thos. Brown, Principal Sojourner , Lemuel Elisha Lyon, Secretary, 

Joseph Fyfe, Royal Arch Captain, Henry Lewis Foote, Chaplain , 

Thomas Driver, Guard. 


Past High Priests « 

Isaac Sntvene Titns, P. Q. H. P. Edward Richard Hedges, 

William Abraham Davies, P. G. H. P. Thomas Kent Hook, 

Royal Bellows Parker, Alexander Chalmera. 

Gilbert Burnett Claiborne, 


ROTAL ARCH MASON8 : 

Bargion, Peter Gardner, Thomas M. Roberts, John Arthur 

Belding, Charles Harrold, Nathaniel Siggons Roseman, Ferdinand 


BeritzholT, Alex. Charles 
Bertrand, Louis 
Bond, Morris Hartwell 
Brutschy, Charles 
Caine, John 

Campbell, Wash. LaFayette 
Cavis, Joseph Mills 
Choate, Thomas Baker 
Cooper, Calvin Savage 
Catting, Lewis Morrison 
Daniels, James Moore 
Dorrance, Henry Tally 
Dyke, Ozro D. 

Eldridge, Edward Duane 
Eldridge, Samnel 
Elliott, Lyman Weston 
Evans, George SpofTord 
Fletcher, Willard Franklin 
Fraser, Philip Barry 


Hickmau, Edward 
Hildreth, George Francis 
Hodgkins, Henry 
Hume, James 
Ireland, Eli&9 
Jackson, John Rob’t Scott 
Jamieson, Andrew Richard 
Kelsey, John Milton 
Keeler, William Henry 
Kingsley, James Forman 
Kirkland, William 
Littlehale, James 
McCle&ry, John 
Milco, Nicola 
Misener, Norman Sumner 
Norton, Edward 
Orr, Nelson Mills 
Peters, Joseph D. 

Phelps, Joseph Larose 

MOST EXCELLENT MA8TE1 


Sargent, Henry Sumner 
Scott, Edward 
Seilnacht, Frank 
Selden, James Richard 
Shaw, Henry Coffin 
Shnrtleff, George Augustas 
Smith, James Caldwell 
Smith, Geo. Falkenborongh 
Stevens, Eben Shepard 
Stewart, Frank 
Stockton, Elias Alonzo 
Swain, Cornelius 
Taylor, Hugh Woodruff 
Taylor, Ed. Hy. Courtnay 
Thresher, Minord Sprague 
Tilgh&m. George 
Tucker, Frederick Man 
Vance, John Anderson 
Waterman, Syl vanns Dexter 
— 83. 


Carner, Charles Isaac 


Burkett, Alexander 
Barada, Laurent 


Ranney, Sullivan Thompson, John Wm.— 3. 

RESTORED : 

Barada, Lanrent— 1. 


WITHDRAWN: 

Houston, William JameB Wilson, Thomas A. 

Munter, August Fred. Wm. Wardrobe, Samnel Velorions 
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MANZANITA CHAPTER, No. 29. 

North San Joan, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first Friday in each month . 

OFFICERS t 


John Storer McBride, High Priest , 

George Cummings Spooner, King , 

William Morgan Davis, Scribe, 

Reginald Powell, Captain of the Host, 
Frank Napoleon Morris, Prin. Sojourner , 
Henry Hudson Rich ,Jloyal Arch Captain , 


John McCoy, Master of 3 d Vail t 
Joseph Gordon Dickson, Master Id VaU, 
Frederick Bank, Mastei' of 1st Vail , 
John Ambrose Seely, Treasurer, 

El on White, Secretary, 

Hans Ipson, Guard . 


Past High Priests i 

John Ambrose Seely, John Benedict Hunter, John Storer McBride. 
George Washington Perkins, 


AUinburg, Charles 
Atwater, Henry 
Ayer, Leonard Barney 
Beard, James Edward 
Bell, Vincent George 
Bnhring, Louis 
Bntler, Patrick Henry 
Bremont, Camille Gustave 
Cadwallader, Niram 
Chapman, Martin Van B’n 
Chisholm, James 
Cooke, Joseph Bailey 
Cull, Henry 
Canard, James Henry 
Dunning, William 
Effinger, John Henry 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Fitter, John 
Freeman, Thomas 
Forth, Simon 
Getchell, Hiram 
Henderson, David 
Helwig, John Henry 
Hickman, John Clayborne 
Hillard, Samuel Robert 
Huff, William 
Inder, Job Staples 
Jepson, Jacob 
Jepson, Otto Christian 
McCullough, James 
McDonald, And’w Jackson 
McMurry, Robert 


McNulty, Henry 
Morgan, John Thomas 
Netter, Nathan 
Noblet, William Berry 
Ovett, Alonzo Willis 
Phillips, Reuben 
Reddington, James 
Stone, John 
Stokes, David 
Swan, Anson Burlingame 
Thomas, Richard 
Treanor, James Me Wade 
Trood, William 
Tucker, Joseph Bernard 
Westerfield, Wm. Jackson 
— 60. 


NAPA CHAPTER, No. 30. 

Napa, Napa County. 

Stated Meetings, second and fourth Fridays in each month. 

OFFICERS s 


Ralph Ellis, High Priest, 

Beeby Robinson, King , 

William Henry Holliday, Scribe, 

William Bradford, Captain oj the Host, 
Henry Hay Knapp, Principal Sojourner , 
Daniel Burrell Parks, PoyaX Arch Capt., 


Robert Crouch, Master of 3d Vail, 
William Andrews, Master of 2d Vail, 
Wm. Corb Schanck Smith, Most 1st V. 
David Leopold Haas, Treasurer, 

Henry Conrad Horstmeyer, Secretary, 
Amos Smith Knapp, Guard. 


Past High Priests « 

Henry Hay Knapp, Robert Crouch, Ralph Ellis. 
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Armstutz, Henry Louis 
Blake, Charles Morris 
Briggs, Sebra 
Brown, William Reed 
Carver, Dumsdill Barr 
Clark, Samuel Gilman 
Corwin, Louis Marion 
Davis, James Richardson 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Ellis, Frederick Plummer 
Everts, Charles Nicholas 
Fisher, William Frederick 
Ford, George Wellham 
Getz, Marcus 
Greer, Thomas 
Mecklenburg, Joseph 


Sampson, Andrew 
Sayward, James Wheaton 
Sterling, Robert Henry 
Stillwagon, William Wilson 
Tucker, Thomas Jefferson 
Van Bever, Peter 
Wines, Charles Buckley 

—34. 


MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 


Hoover, John 


Shaw, Matthew— 2. 


Brown, Edgar 


WITHDRAWN: 

Ritchie, Silas— 2. 


MARTINEZ CHAPTER, No. 31. 

Martinez, Contra Costa County. 


Stated Meetings , Monday of or next preceding Full Moon . 


OFFICERS i 


Thomas Allen Brown, Iligh Priest , 

Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer, lun^, 

Simon Blum, Scribe, 

Wm. Henry Buckley, Captain of the Host , 
Isidore Weis, Principal Sojourner , 

Wm. Morrill Hale, Royal Arch Captain , 


Solomon Newberger, Master o/3d Vail , 
Daniel Fraser, Master of 2cl Vail , 

John Tucker, Master of 1st Vail, 

Barry Baldwin, Treasurer , 

George Atwood Sherman, Secretary , 
, Guard, 


Past High Priests i 

Warren Brown. Hiram Mills, Lewis Cass Wittenmeyer. 

Thomas Allen Brown, William Morrill Hale, 


Del Place, Ernest 
Fernandez, Bernardo 
Gallagher, Henry Clay 
Girvan, William 
Gray. James 
Hard, Roswell Burt 
Lambert, Hiram 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS > 
Mathews, Felix A. 

Moore, John Adams 
O’Brien, John Conlin 
Ruggles, Charles Augustus 
Shepard, Mark 
Shreevc, Benjamin 


Slitz, John 
Troy, John Henry 
Turner, Benjamin Coffin 
Wall, George 
Walker, James Formany 
Wiggins, George— 32. 


MARK MASTER : 
Sharp, Smith Robinson — 1. 


DIED : 

Fassctt, Henry Walbridge— 1. 
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LOS ANGELES CHAPTER, No. 33. 

Loi Angeles, Los Angeles County. 

Stated Meetings f second Monday in each month . 

OFFICERS: 


Francis Pliny Fisk Temple, High Priest , 
Samnel Prager, King , 

Samael Calvert Foy, Scribe, 

Abraham Wolf Edelman, Capt. of Host, 
Thomas Edwin Rowan, Prin. Sojourner, 
Moritz Morris, Royal Arch Captain, 


Michel Levy, Master of 3d Vail, 

Peter Thompson, Master of 2 d Vail , ' 

Chas. Louis Dncommon, Master 1st Vail , 
Samnel Meyer, Treasurer , 

Wm. Henry Archibald Kidd, Secretary , 
Herman Neidecken, Guard . 


Past High Priests: 

Abraham Wolf Edelman, John Quincy Adams Stanley, Henry Sayre Orme. 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Allanson, Horace Storey 
Barrows, Henry Dwight 
Bennett, Silas 
Buffam, William Mansfield 
Burdick, Thomas H. 
Branson, Anson 
Branning, Henry Nicholas 
Bntler, George Rawson 
Campbell, A. Melancthon 
Chapman, William Smyth 
Cohen, Solomon 
Coortney, William 
Davis, Philip 
Downey, John Gately 


Glenn, James Newton 
Hammel, Henry 
Hewitt, Eldridge Ed. 
Higby, Christ’r Columbus 
Hinds, George 
Holmes, Arthur Child 
Holmes, James Gilmore 
Horan, Andrew 
Jackson, Robert Everett 
Jacobs, Lewis 
Jacoby, Nathan 
Jaegar, Lewis J. F. 
Kohler, Henry 
Lambourne, Fred. 

martt MASTERS : 


Lazzaro vich, John 
Lecouvreur, Frank 
Martin, William Thomas 
Michaelis, Marcus 
Narbonne, Nath’l Andrew 
Portugal, Adolph 
Rich, Joseph Anderson 
Reiser, Theodore 
Reynolds, John Jefferson 
Stanway, Thomas 8. 
Temple, Thomas Workman 
Weston, Benjamin S. 
Workman, William— 55. 


Allen, Gabriel Long, George Edward— 2. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Casad, Thomas Rolfe, Horace Cowen Sweetser, Charles Corodin 

Parcels, Horatio Button — 4. 


SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Jacoby, Herman— L 

DIED : 

Goller, John Phelps, Elilm Charles Reed, John— 4. 

Johnson, Phil. 
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ALTURAS CHAPTER, No. 34. 

La Porte, Plumas County* 

Stated Meetings , first Saturday in each month. 


OFFICERS • 


Peter R. Meikle, High Priest , 

John Hiram Thomas, King, 

Charles Smith, Scribe, 

John Preston Lloyd, Captain of the Host, 
John Wesley Jenkins, Principal Sojourner , 
John Donglas, Royal Ai'ch Captain, 


Angnst Fred. Robson, Master of Zd Vail, 
Francis Joseph Kling, Master of 2d Vail, 
Roderick Sutherland, Master of 1st Vailt 
Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, Treasurer , 
Dixon Brabban, Secretary , 

George McLeod, Guard . 


Abel McFarland, 

Benjamin Wilcox Barnes, 

Brewster, SamT Thompson 
Chittenden, Henry Hatfield 
Clongh, Greenleaf Greeley 
Descombes, Francis 
Hendell, Charles William 
Hill, Maxwell Gaddis 


Past High Priests « 

Elias Anderson, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Meikle, William 
Patterson, George 
Patterson, Robert Pagan 
Rnppert, Charles 
Sammons, Benj. Jacob 
Schofield, Miles 

DIED : 

Stone, Nathan Hosmer— L 


Peter R. Meikle. 


Schofield, Mark 
Shultz, John Frederick 
Small, Jacob 
Stone, Edwin 
Stover, John Emmet 
Ward, William— 33. 


NAVAL CHAPTER, No. 35. 

Vallejo, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings, second Wednesday in each month . 


OFFICERS i 


George Fayette Mallett, High Priest, 
Charles Daly, King, 

Frank Edward Brown, Scribe, 

Jonathan Bond, Captain of the Host, 

Sam. Greely Hilborn, Principal Sojourner, 
Benjamin Benas, Royal Arch Captain , 


Jefferson Thos. Crowley, Master 3 dVait, 
Francis Garland, Master of 2d Vail, 
Dallas Jones Farley, Master of 1st Vail, 
Edward Thompson Starr, Treasurer , 
Edward Albert Willats, Secretary, 
Henry Stahl, Guard. 


Past High Priests s 

John Mills Browne, Osgood Hilton, Alex. Hopkina Hichborn. 

Mattison Myers, 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Armstrong, Ellis Thompson 
Brown, Roswell Homer 
Brownlie, John 
Brace, Henry 
Butler, Orrin Hartwell 
Bertoscky, Alex Bertoseh 


Carter, James Edgcombe, Joseph Collini 

Carter, William Ferrebee, Nel’n McPherson 

Chandler, Robert Frey, John 

Cushing, Frank Worthy Frisby, William Edward 

Denio, Cyrennins Blackman Guffy, Alexander 
Drake, Frank Gunning, Alfred Henry 
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Haas, Solomon Leon Morse, Charles Alonzo Sides, George Elvin 

Hallin, Christian Theo. B. Perkins, Alonzo Snow, Hiram King 

Haskin, Enoch William Pettis, William Henry Taylor, Isaac Byron 

Harrier, Daniel Webster Phillips, James Thompson, John 

Henderson, Orrington Lnnt Plaisted, George Pomroy Titcomb, John Locke 

Higson, Frederick Delmer Powell, Abraham Toothaker, Harvey Puring’n 

Holmes, Ensign Kimball Robinson, Jno. Buckingham Topley, James 

Irving, Andrew Kerr Rogers, David William Tripp, William Henry 

Mattraw, Benj. Franklin Root, William Champion Voorhees, Albert Parsons 

McCobb, Abiel Henry Ross, David Campbell Wilson, William Cason 

McDaniel, Roland Jackson Rothenbusch, Peter Wilson, Albion Paris 

MoLees, Edmund Rounds, George Wilson, George Wilkins 

McPike, Andrew Jackson Rutherford, David Williston, John Edward 

Mead, Frank Donglas Sailor, John Henry Woods, Geo. Washington 

Miller, Peter Brewer Savage, Thomas Wright, Gilbert Lafayette 

Miller, George Harrison Smith, John Daniel —81* 

PAST MASTERS « 

Haskin, Enoch William Perkins, Alonzo Charles, John Wall— 4. 

Williston, John Edward 

RESTORED : 

Woods, George Washington— 1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Doyle, Philip Andrew Hilton, Eben Wells, John Thomas — 3. 


ALAMEDA CHAPTER, No. 30. 

Oakland, Alameda County* 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Thursdays in each month, m 

OFFICERS l 

Thomas Jefferson Arnold, High Priest , Albert William Collins, Master 3d VaU, 

William James Gnrnett, King, Jesse Healy, Master of 2d Vail , 

William Addison Walter, Scribe , John Yule, Master of 1st Vail , 

James Dods, Captain of the Host, Chas. Henri Fred’k Braun, Treasurer, 

James Johnson Porter, Prin. Sojourner, James Edward Ingols, Secretary , 

George York Loring, Royal Arch Captain , Alanson Whelan, Guard. 

Past High Priests s 

Alphens Fuller Williams, James Dods, Walter Laidlaw. 

Nathan Weston Spanlding, 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Allardt, George Frederick Chappellet, Felix Emery, Joseph Btickney 

Atchinson, Bezaleel Merritt Cunningham, Parian R Fairchild, 0. Lewellyn C. 

Antisell, Thomas Morphy Craib, William Felton, John Brook 

Bartlett, Pliny Crawford, John William Gaskill, Rolin Carious 

Batchelder, James Cushing, John Goodrich, John Van Bnren 

Bigelow, Henry Holmes Duncan, James Wesley Gordon, Jas. Smith Gilman 

Benton, John Elliott Dusenberry, Myr.Thompson Graham, William Morrow 

Burrell, Alfred William Dwinelle, John Whipple Greeuman, Harmon 

Case, Isham Elliott, Washington Hamilton, Laurentlne j 

\ 
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Harmon, John Browh Miller, William Noble Skinner, Isaac Ash 
Haven, Charles Diright Miller, Peter Smith, James Dale 

Hazelhurst, William Moore, Albert Alphonso Tarbett, Foster Berry 

Ingersoll, William Bowker O’Beirne, Thomas John Tnbbs, Hiram 
Knowles, Calvin Call Palmer, Charles Theo. Hart Van Dyke, Walter 
Knickerbocker, Niles Pardee, Enoch Homer Walker, George Russell 
Lagrange, Oscar Hngh Pinkerton, Thomas Hamil Ward, Robert 
Lamping, Peter A. Pinney, George M. Warner, Alex. Lafayette 

Lufkin, Joseph Ranlett, Horace Dodge Watson, John Braddock 

Marston, Benjamin Sewall Reichling, Francis Webber, Mack 

Mather, Solon Henry Rodolph, Frank Bequette Webster, Edgar Jerome 
Mathews, Henry Edward Rutherford, Chas.Boardman Wilson, William 
McGillivray, Joseph Sessions, Edward Cathcart Winchester, John Packn 

Miller, J. Frank Sherman, William Younger, William John 

Miller, Robert Baird Sliorey, Albert —66. 

MARK MASTERS : 

Chenhall, Nicholas McGnire, Jesse Milton— 3. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Howard, Charles Webb Whedon, James Thomas Kenyon, Thomas Calvin— 4. 
Whitney, John James 

SUSPENDED FOR NON-PAYMENT OF DUES : 

Miller, William Henry— 1. 

DIED: 

Scotchler, Joseph Bonaparte Durant, Henry— 2. 


SILOAM CHAPTER, No. 37. 

Colfax, Placer County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS* 

Jacob Hart Neff, High Priest , Octavius King Cloudman, Mast 3d VdU, 

Alex. Gibson Oliver, King, James Cook, Master of 2d Tail, 

Wanton Alfred Himes, Scribe , Wm. Swift Makins, Master of 1st Foil, 

Isaac Tibbits Coffin, Captain of (he Host , Wm. Barrows Hayford, Treasurer , 
Watson Brown Osborn, Principal Sojo'er Morris Lobner, Secretary , 

Leopold Lobner, Royal Arch Captain , Lelaud Cadjew, Guard. 


Past High Priests s 


Jacob Hart Neff, P. G. H. P. 


Melvin Syms Gardner. 
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Allen, Lorenzo Thomas 
Bradley, Elisha LaFayette 
Endean, William 
Graham, Robert Hill 
Hodgdon, James Peverly 
Holmes, James 
King, Thomson 
Kopp, Charles Mann 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Kroger, William Henry 
Le Kamp, John Henry 
Mnrphy, Bernard 
Nichols, Thomas Jefferson 
Osborn, Robert Smith 
Parks, James Harvey 
Peden, Albert Oliver 
Provan, William 

PAST MASTER : 

Eslach, David Meyer— 1. 


Rathbnrn, John Bell 
Story, Wm. Bainbridge 
Thomas, John Young 
Thomas, Ephraim Mariner 
Tolman, Rufus Jenkins 
Vincent, Nicholas 
Voss, Louis— 36. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Blanchard, Nathan Weston Willard, David Wright— 2. 


SANTA CRUZ CHAPTER, No. 88. 

Santa Cruz, Santa Crux County. 

Stated Meetings, second Tuesday in each month . 


OFFICERS t 


John Murray Brown, High Priest , 

William Felker, King , 

Lonis Schwartz, Scribe, 

Bernhart Wise, Captain of the Host , 

Wm. Nelson Cummings, Princ. Sojourner , 
Edward Swift West, Royal Arch Capt., 


Kaufman Green, Master of 3d Vail, 
Fred. Aug’s Kilborn, Master of 2d VaU, 
William Ely, Master of ls< VaU, 

Samuel Arnold Bartlett, Treasurer , 
Edward Bender, Secretary, 

Edmund Wellington, Guard. 


John Nelson Besse, 

Adams, Frederick 
Bios, William Henry 
Blackbnrn, Daniel Drew 
Chase, John Day 
DaubenbisB, John 
Fitch, Edwin 
Fagan, Pierce Bye 


Past High Priests i 

John Murray Brown, 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Hall, Richard Harrison 
Hinds, David 
Jones, Lorenzo Allen 
Lake, George Peter 
McKiernan, Charles 
Parsons, Jacob 


James Henry Hoadley. 

Perky, Frederick George 
Poland, Henson 
Simons, Ephraim Israel 
Smith, John Morgan 
Thompson, Richard 
Williams, Edward Lawrence 
—32. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Blakely, Samnel Wallace Hinds, Fetcr Richmond Grant, John— 3. 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 

Anthony, George Lincoln, Charles Henry Skinner, Henry — 4. 

Collins, George Ullmer 
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DONNER CHAPTER, No. 39. 

Truclcee, Nevada County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Mondays in each month. 

OFFICERS i 

Charles Fayette McGlashaD, High Priest, Ulysses Socrates Dewey ^faster of 3d Vail, 
Joseph Marzen, Sr., King , Hogan Johnson, Master of 2d Vail, 

George Schaffer, Scribe, Thos. Maria Bittanconrt, Master 1st Vail, 

Ginlio Reanda, Captain of the Host , Hiram Whitehead Roberts, Treasurer , 

Jos. Dearborn Hilton, Principal Sojou'r, Julias Adolph, Secretary , 

George Royal, Royal Arch Captain , David Walter Leach, Guard. 

Past High Priest i 

Elle Ellen. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Austin, Thomas Gaylord, Eben Hills Joesink, Bern. Hendrioos 

Bacon, Benjamin Franklin Graham, Andrew Jackson Marshall, James Edgar 
Berg, Aaron Hamilton, Edward Morrison, William 

Brickell, Edward John Hill, William Henry Rabel, Frank 

Campbell, William Baker Hoag, Jacob VanDazer Schiveley, Albert Redstone 

Cortois, Charles Holt, Andrew Jackson Shields, Michael 

Doan, Latimer Emery Hoy, James Wellington Towle, Hogh Park 

Frates, Frank Hutchinson, John T Whitmore, James— 37. 

MARK MASTER: 

Chandler, R. H.—1. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Clarke, John P. Butt, Levi Daniel Parker, Samuel — 4. 

Boyd, John 

DIED: 

Hogan, Ephraim— 1. 


RED BLUFF CHAPTER, No. 40. 

Red mutt, Tehama County, 

Stated Meetings , first and third Saturdays in each month . 

OFFICERS s 

Adoniram Jodson Loomis, High Priest , George Champlin, Master of 3d Vail, 

Edward Jefferson Lewis, King , John Steward Hall, Master of 2d Vail, 

Charles Cadwalader, Scribe , Rem. Hughes Campbell, Master 1st Vail , 

John Clemente, Captain of tne Host , Henry Clay Richart, Treasurer, 

Robert Herd Blossom, Prin . Sojourner, , Secretary , 

Nathanial Merrill, Royal Arch Captain , Ellis Reiser, Guard. 

Past High Priest t 

Adoniram Jndson Loomis. 
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ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Bettis, Rawson Southerland Griggs, Sidney Allen Puls, George 

Boice, Thomas Cartmill Healy, Lucien Bonaparte Ryan, Thomas R. 

Bucher, Gustavus W. Jackson, Alexander Bell Schoenfeld, Solomon David 

Cameron, James Strong Miller, Francis Schoenfeld, Jeremiah 

Collins, Henry Misch, Mayer Stokes, John Gardner 

Cone, Joseph Spencer Nagle, Peter Buck Thomas, Samuel S. 

Copeland, Hosmer Curtis Parker, William Boyd Vestal, Frank A. 

Elkins, Henry Marrett Phillips, John Waterman Wadsworth, Silas Marsden 

Galland, Joseph Barnet Posner, Max Wilson, Henry Clay— 38. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTERS : 

Rawson, Hiram A. Swain, Theodore Shane — 2. 

PAST MASTERS : 

Ballard, Cortis D. Banks, Jerome Welton, Lawson Sooville— 3. 

DIED: 

Kinney, Silas Washington Morris, George Franklin— 2. 


TEMPLE CHAPTER, No. 41. 

Watsonville, Santa Crux County. 

Stated Meetings , first Wednesday in each month. 

OFFICERS s 

James Waters, High Priest , Michael Gagnon, Master of 3d Fail, 

James Ingham, King , Hugh Hillis Dobbins, Master of Id VaU, 

David Brownstone, Scribe, David Metcalf Aldrich, Master 1st Fait, 

James Martin Rodgers, Captain of Host, Jeremiah Sheldon Chapman, Treasurer , 
William Geo. Hudson, Principal Sojourner, Charles Lewis Thomas, Secretary , 
Alexander Chalmers, Royal Arch Captain, Lewis Allen See, Guard. 

Past High Priests t . 

James Martin Rodgers, William Wallace Ross. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Abbot, Carlisle Stewart Frieremnth, Hervy Weston Pntnam, Azro Carlton 

Ashley, James H. Landrum, Wm. Merimon Rounds, Henry A. 

Brewiugton, Geo. Hamilton Martin, Edos James Stearns, John Peck 

BrowD, James Hiram Mauk, Edwin Franklin Strond, Tracy 

Card, George Boardman Mitchell. Charles Edward Thrift, Alexander 

Craig, Andrew Morris, Moses Van Doren, William 

Flint, Thomas Payne, John Sidney Williamson, William — 34. 

WITHDRAWN : 

Howard, Volney Haydock, William Henry Warner, Henry Conrad 

Howard, Moses Bnrrill Look, Prince Helleman W abler, Joseph Daniel 

Headen, George T. —7. 
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• CHICO CHAPTER, No. 42. 

Chico, Butte County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Mondays in each month . 


OFFICERS t 


Carnot Courtland Mason, High Priest , 
Charles Alton Miller, King, 

Robert Emmett Warren, Scribe, 

Charles Faulkner, Captain of the Host, 
Watson King Springer, Principal Sojo f er, 
Wm. Tomea Turner, Royal Arch Capt. 


Edw. Cnyler Nichols, Master 3 d Vail , 
Henry Preston Holmes, Master 2d Vail, 
Wm. Duncan King, Master of 1st Vail , 
Alexander Hill Crew, Treasurer, 

John Alphonso Tomer, Secretary , 

Jesse Wood, Chaplain, 


John Newton Montgomery, Guard. 


Charles Louis Pond, 


Past High Priestst 

Rufus Macagah Cochran, 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 


Batchelder, Hiram Treat 
Bennett, Isaac Rugg 
Bidwell, John 
Bid well, Abram B 
Bradley, William Leroy 
Boucher, Josiah 
Chapman, Augustus Harley 
Clark, James Birney 
Colby, Gilbert Winslow 
Daniels, Samuel 
Decker, James Madison 
Durham, Wm. Wellington 
Durham, George Waddell 
Garner, John Nickerson 
Gifford, Albert Judson 
Graves, Fountain Columbus 


Guynn, Pleasant Medrian 
Hamblin, Geo. Lawrence 
Hansen, Lauritz 
Heath, Wm. Daniel 
Holbrook, Charles Henry 
Houghton, Jos. Richardson 
Hoole, Edward 
Hubbs, Benjamin Albert 
Ketchum, John Addison 
Leininger, Obadiah 
Mitchell, James Ewing 
Montgomery, J.W. Bradford 
Moore, Thomas Jefferson 
Morse, Orson Taylor 
Murdock, William 
Nelson, Charles Anderson 


Carnot Courtland Mason. 

Noonan, Jerry Childs 
Robinson, John Rose 
Sawyer, Alexander 
Sproul, Samuel Murray 
Stevens, Warren CbarleB 
Stilson, Charles Louis 
Tanquary, Oliver Hazard P. 
Taylor, George Matteson 
Turner, John Calvin 
Walraven, Garrett Wells 
Warren, Cyrus Greenleaf 
Wayland, Joseph Franklin 
Wetherbee, Ira Alston 
Wood, Jesse 
Young, Alexander— 53. 


MARK MASTER : 
John Nesbitt Smith— 1. 


RESTORED : 

Fuller, Harrison William— 1. 


WITHDRAWN : 

Fuller, Harrison William— 1. 


SOLANO CHAPER, No. 43. 

Suisun, Solano County. 

Stated Meetings , Wednesday of or next preceding Full Moon . 


OFFICERS i 


Stephen Kirby Nurse, High Priest, 
Jerome Bonaparte Richardson, King, 
Jacob Henry Bauman, Scribe, 

Allen Charles Miller, Capt. of the Host, 
Jos. Fairbanks Wendell, Prin. Sojourner, 
Julian Buel Hoyt, Royal Arch Captain, 


Addeline Chapman, Master of 3d Vail , 
Freeman Hunnewell, Master of 2d Vail, 
Samuel Anthony Morris, Master 1st Vail , 
William Kimball Hoyt, Treasurer, 
Joseph Wolf Stamper, Secretary , 
William Gustavns Davisson, Guard . 
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William Bewail Wells, 


Past High Priests « 

Albert Frederick Knorp. 


Campbell, Samnel Duncan 
Capell, James Smith 
Cerkell, Wolf 
Chapman, Adeline 
Coghlan, John Maxwell 
Emigb, Thomas Powell 
Hitchcock, Abram Farr 
Hoyt, George Adolphus 
Jones, Joseph Pickle 

MARK MASTER : 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Leithead, William 
Longmire, Daniel 
Marston, Jeremiah Hobbs 
Miller, Meredith Rains 
Moore, Arthur 
Owens, Woodford, Jr. 
Perkins, Eben Dorman 
Pine, Charles Andrew 
Poole, Josiah 


Reeves, Columbus Palestine 
Reeves, Duke Davis 
Robbins, Reuel Drinkwater 
Robinson, John 
Smith, Sampson 
Stewart, Samuel 
Stephens, William Bell 
Tyrrell, John Hayden— 40. 

WITHDRAWN : 


Coghlan, Oscar Rapier— 1. 


Hinman, Justus Michael— 1. 


DIED : 

Bope, John Baptiste— 1. 


VISALIA CHAPTER. No. 44. 

Visalia, Talare County. 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Saturdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 


Andrew Henderson Broder, High Priest, 
Benjamin LaFayette Conyers, King, 
Abram Hunter Murray, Scribe, 

John Tuohy, Captain of the Host, 

Robert Cbidley Broder, Principal Sojo'r, 
Jeremiah Parker, Royal Arch Captain, 


Theodore Spencer, Master of 3d Vail, 
James Edward Denney, Master 2 d Vail, 
Perus Sprague Tracy, Master Iff VaU, 
John William Crowley, Treasurer , 
Pleasant Byrd, Secretary, 

Alpha Hayden Glasscock, Guard. 


Past High Priests i 

Andrew Henderson Broder. 


Baker, Martin 
Chatten, Richard 
Coleman, John Wiley 
Creighton, Samuel Gray 
Davisson, Israel 
Eaton, Mathew 
Elkins, Abiel 


ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 
Esrey, Justin 
Gilroy, Launcelot 
Harland, William 
Hackett, Henry 
Hockett, John Benjamin 
Henry, Albert Reece 
Johnson, Thomas Price 

PAST MASTERS : 


Jourdan, Francis 
Kelly, Thomas Almareno 
Nelson, Edward Peter 
Parker, Basil Gather 
8toneman, Finis Ewing 
Wells, Morgan James — 32. 


Owen, William Rensellear 


Ward.Joscsh Clarence— 2. 


SUSPENDED FOB NON-PAYMENT OF DUES: 
Grussenmeyer, Joseph F. M — 1. 

DIED: 

Strong, Charles Carroll— 1. 
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SANTA ROSA CHAPTER, No. 45. 

Santa Rosa, Sonoma County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS t 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzerald, High Priest, Edward Neblett, Master ofZd Vail , 
Elijah Thompson Farmer, King, Aug. Leander Fisher, Mast. of2dVail t 

Peter A Hailman, Scribe, James P. Duncan, Mast, of 1st Vail, 

George Alex. Thornton, Capt. of the Host, John McCullough White, Treasurer, 
Robert Kirtley Hayes, Prin. Sojourner , John Mathews, Secretary, 

John Ripley Wright, Royal Arch Captain, Julio Carillo, Guard. 

Past High Priests 

Adolphus Leigh Fitzgerald. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS : 

Alban, William Green Gannon, James Johnson, Melville 

Alexander, George Douglas Gordon, James Burns Knox, John Thompson 
Anderson, Wm. LaFayette Griggs, Joseph Henry . Label, Hermon 
Andrews, Peter Head, Robertson Maddox, Lorenzo Dow 

Beam, Jeremiah Hendley, John Overton, Albert Berry 

Bond, Wm. Hammett Hewlett, Edmund Palmer Parks, David Harrison 

Brown, Samuel Hoffer, Charles Augustus Percival, Walter C. 

! Davis, Elisha Lacy Holmes, Henderson Phineas Taylor, John Shackleford 

Duncan, Daniel Howell, Frank Newton Thompson, Rbt. August’s,Jr. 

Fulkerson, Theodoras S. Jackson, Ed. Newton BarneBWright, Joseph — 42. 

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER : MARK MASTER : 

Achuflf, Jesse Newton— 1. Caldwell, Francis Marion — 1. 

DIED: 

Lane, Geo. Carey— 1. 


WOODLAND CHAPTER, No. 46. 

Woodland, Tolo County. 

Stated Meetings , first and third Wednesdays in each month. 

OFFICERS « 

Charles Henry Davis, High Priest, Adam J. Steiner, Master of 3 d Vail, 

Andrew Carlise Kean, King, Thomas Ross, Master of 2d VaU , 

James Kerson Smith, Scribe, Temple Ferine Magee, Master of 1st Vail , 

James Viera, Captain of the Host, John Dixon Stephens, Treasurer , 

George Jermain Cole, Prin. Sojourner, Daniel Munroe Burns, Secretary, 

Charles Stinson Frost, Royal Arch Capt. Oliver Bates Wescott, Guard. 

Past High Priest! 

Thomas Cross Pockman. 


13 
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Returns of Subordinate Chapters to the 


BOYAL ABCH MASONS: 

Aronson, Henry Garey, George Jones Mahan, Samuel Nowlin 

Bailey, Alonzo Alcande Gardner, Matthew Maltby, John Edward 

Bane, Edward Francis Goode, Daniel Boone Marden, William Harrison 

Barney, Carey Goodin, Thomas C. Miller, Frederick 

Bray, Edward Gaines Griffith, Abraham Paramour, Edward Littleton 

Bollock, James Porter Grimes, George Clayton Proctor, Calvin Weld 

Davis, Samnel Augustas Guthrie, Thomas Walker 8chindler, David 

Dexter, Lorenzo Harlan, Benjamin Franklin Shearer, Arthur Benton 

Dresbach, William Harling, Micajah Oglesby Simpson, John Lowery 

Ely, Isaac Jefferson Harper, Sterling Gorman Snowball, John W. 

Fraser, Donald Hill, Henry Abraham Smith, James Kenon 

Freeman, Frank’n Sylvester Harlbut, Daniel Bradley Tebbs, Lilbura Edrington 

Furst, Leopold Hntton, James Alexander Vaughn, Cornelius LUeuvaD 

Gable, Harvey Clinton Lowry, John William Wyckoff, Nicolas — 55. 

WITHDRAWN: 

Fraser, Alexander Hirsch, John Philip Steele, William— 3. 


LASSEN CHAPTER, U. D. 

SsiswvUls, Lasses Consty. 

Stated Meetings , Friday of or next preceding the Full Moon in each month . 

OFFICERS! 

Allen Wood, High Priest , Andrew Dill, Master qfZd Vail, 

John Chaney Partridge, King, Dennis Tanner, Master of 2d VaU, 

John Renshaw Lockwood, Scribe , Wm. Hill Naleigh, Master of let VaU, 

Wm. Kimes Masten, Captain of the Hod, David Enoch, Treasurer, 

Albert Augustas Smith, Princi'l Sojourner , , Secretary , 

James Henry Whitlock, Royal Arch CapL Tnane Harrison Tucker, Guard. 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS: 

Baugh am, Eben Gaston Leavett, Be qj am in Hanson Spalding, Zetns Newell 

Bechtol, Albert George Otto, Anthony Smyth, Robert Debutts 

Crane, William Henry Saunders, Saunders Streshly, Orlando 

Dnncan, And. Cunningham Sawyer, John James Stiles, Lyman Collins 

Fitch, John Edward Segrave, John Henry Ward, Trowbridge Hyer 

Hathaway, Hiram Jackson Sheldon, Benjamin Franklin —18. 

MARK MASTER : WITHDRAWN : 

SIoss, Ferdinand Americas— 1. Masten, William Thomas— 1. 
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DIXON CHAPTER, U. D. 

Dixon, Solano County, 

Stated Meetings , second and fourth Tuesdays in each month . 

OFFICERS i 

James Addison Ellis, Sigh Priest , John Sweeny, Master 3d Fail, 

Amiel Hookheimer, Sing, Alexander Fraser, Master 2d Vail, 

Andrew Good Sommers, Scribe, Henry Ewalt McKune, Master 1st Vail, 

Herman Eppinger, CapL of the Host, William Steele, Treasurer, 

•Daniel Longmire, Principal Sojourner, Bernhard Ettlinger, Secretary . 

Geo. Churchill McKinley, B. A. Captain, Elias Mortimer Tyler, Guard. 

ROYAL ABOH MASONS : 

Agee, Christop’r Colombia Johnson, James Otis Mnnsie, John David 

Blnm, Moses Jr. Johnson, William North, James Charles 

Byrne, Daniel Dominio Kirsch, John Philip Ross, Henry Ackson 

Colborn, Aug’s Franklin Killebrew, William Sallee, Joseph Walter 

Goeffert, Henry Merryfield, Justus Chandler Wilcox, Harvey— 28. 

Garnett, James St. Clair 

iffARW MASTERS : 

Blitch, Joseph Lake Gregory, Thomas Meredith McLean, Fleming — 4. 

\ Carlisle, Charles Hambleton 
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List of Grand Officers. 


GRAND OFFICERS 

Elected since the Organization of the Grand Chapter, July 28, A. L 2884. 


1 8 5 4 . 

Charles M.Radcliff, Grand High Priest. A. B. 'Hot, Grand King. 

John D. Creigh,. Zfcp. Grand High Print. Hugh G. Putt Grand Scribe. 

1 865 . 

John D. Crkigh, Grand High Print. William W. Traylor, Grand King. 

Isaac Davis, Dtp. Grand High Print . Leverett Bradley, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 5 0 . 

Orange H. Dibble,. . . Grand High Priest. Whiting G. West, Grand King. 

Wm. W. Traylor, Dtp. Grand High Priest. * Jambs A. Jackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 7 . 

William W. Traylor, Grand High Print. Whiting G. West Grand King . 

Thos. H.Caswell, Dtp.Grand High Print. * Jambs A. J ackson, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 5 8 . 

Thomas H. Caswell, Grand High Priest. * James A. J ackson, Grand King. 

Whiting G.Wbst, Dtp. Grand High Priest. * Henry Hare Hartley,. . . Grand Scribe 

1 8 5 9 . 

Whiting G. West, Grand High Print. Aaron D. Park, Grand King. 

•H. H. Hartley, .Dtp. Grand High Priest •Lewis Reynolds, Grand Scribe. 

1 8 6 0 « 

•Henry H. Hartley,. . Grand High Print. James W. Bioknell, Grand King. 

Adolphus Hollub, Z)« p. Grand High Print Ezra Howard Van Deoar, Grand Scribe. 

18 6 1 . 

•Henry EL Hartley,. . Grand High Priest. Ezra Howard Van Decar, Grand King. 
Adolphus UoLLUBjDep.GrandHighPriesL John Kirkpatrick Grand Scribe. 

1 8 69 . 

Adolphus Hollub,. .Grand High Print. John Kirkpatrick, Grand King. 

Ezra H. VanDbcar, . Dtp. Gr. High Priest. Charles Marsh, Grand Scribe. 

1 863 . 

EzraH. Van Decar, . . Grand High Print . Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, . Dtp. GrJDgh Priest. William A. Davies, Grand Scribe. 

18 6 4 . 

•Isaac Davis Grand High Print. Charles Marsh, Grand King. 

John Kirkpatrick, Dtp. Gr. High Print. William A. Davies, Grand Scribe . 

1 8 6 5 . 

John Kirkpatrick,. . Grand High Print . William A. Davies Grand King 

Charles Marsh, Dtp. Grand High Print. Isaac S. Titus, Grand Scribe. 
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1886 . 

Charles Marsh, Grand High Priest. Isaac 8. Titus, Grand Ktng. 

Wm. A. Davies,. Dtp. Grand High Priest . *John W. Haryillb, Grand Scribe. 

18 6 7 . 

Isaac 8. Titus, Grand High Priest. *John W. Hartille, Grand King. 

•Jas. A. Jaceson,. .Dtp. Or. High Priest. George T. Grimes, Grand Scribe. 

1868 . 

*John W. Hartille, Grand High Priest. Jas. Lawrence English, . . . Grand King. 
George T. Grimes, Dep. Or. High Priest. Jacob H. Neff, Grand Scribe. 

1870 . 

George T. Grimes, . . Grand High Priest. Jacob H. Neff, Grand King. 

Jab. La we. English, .Dep. Or. H. Priest. Stephen Wing, Grand Scribe. 

1871 . 

Jas. L. English Grand High Priest. Stephen Wing Grand King. 

Jacob H. Neff, Dep. Gr. H. Priest. • Joseph Isaacs Grand Scribe. 

1879 . 

Jacob H. Neff, Grand High Priest Wm. Thomas Reynolds,. . . . Grand King. 

•Joseph Isaacs Dep. Gr. H. Priest Wm. Alee. January, Grand Scribe. 

1873 . 

Wm. A. Baths, .... Grand High Priest. Wm. Thomab Reynolds,. . . Grand King. 
* Joseph Isaacs Dep. Gr. B . Priest Wm. Alexander January,. Grand Scribe . 

1874 . 

Wm. Alex. January , Grand High Priest. John Mills Browne, Grand King. 

Wm. T. Reynolds,.. Dep. Gr. H. Priest. Henry Hay Knapp, Grand Scribe. 

1875 . 

Wm. T. Reynolds,. . . Grand High Priest. Henry Hay Knapp, Grand King. 

Alex. G. Abell, Dep. Grand High Priest . Nathan W. Spaulding,. . Grand Scribe. 


•Deceased. 
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GRAND CHAPTERS 


IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA. 


Grand Chapters. Grand Secretaries. 

ALABAMA, Daniel Sayre, 

ARKANSAS, Luke E. Barber, 

CANADA, R. P. Stephens, 

CONNECTICUT, Joseph K. Wheeler,. . . 

DELAWARE, J. P. Allmond 

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA,. . . .L. G. Stephens, 

ENGLAND AND WALES, John Hervey, 

FLORIDA, ! ‘ * * * De Witt C. Dawkins, . . 

GEORGIA, J. Emmett Blackshear, 

ILLINOIS; wV.. James H. Miles 


Indiana,..;; 

IOWA 

KANSAS, 

KENTUCKY, 

LOUISIANA, 

MAINE 

MARYLAND 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

MICHIGAN 

MINNESOTA, 

MISSISSIPPI, 

MISSOURI, 


.John M. Bramwell,. . . . 
.William B. Lanqbidgb,. 

.Erasmus T. Carr, 

.John M. S. McCorkle,. 

.James C. Batchelor, 

.Ira Berry, 

.William A. Wentz, 

.Z. H. Thomas 

. .J. Eastman Johnson, . . . 

.E. D. B. Porter, 

.J. L. Power 

.Geo. Frank Goulby,. . . 


NEBRASKA, 

NEVADA 

NEW HAMPSHIRE,. 

NEW JERSEY, 

NEW YORK, 

NORTH CAROLINA, 

NOVA SCOTIA, 

OHIO 

OREGON, 

PENNSYLVANIA, ... 
RHODE ISLAND, 
SOUTH CAROLINA,. 

TENNESSEE 

TEXAS 


.William R Bowen,. . . 
Samuel W. Chcbbuck,, 

.John A. Harris, 

.Thomas J. Cobson, 

.Christopher G. Fox,. . 

.T. M. Gardner 

.James Gossip, 

.James Nesbit, 

.R. P. Earheart, 

.John Thomson, 

.George H. Burnham,. 

Myer B. Moses 

.John Frizell, 

.Robert Brewster,.... 


VERMONT, W. H. S. Whitcomb, 

VIRGINIA, John Dove. 

WEST VIRGINIA, Odell S. Long, 

WISCONSIN,. John W. Woodhull,. , 


Residence. 

.Montgomery. 

. .Little Rock. 

. Ontario. 

.Hartford. 

.Wilmington. 

. Washington. 
London. 
.Jacksonville. 

. .Macon. 

.Chicago. 

.Indianapolis. 

.Muscatine. 

.Leavenworth 

.Lonisville. 

.New Orleans. 
Portland. 
.Baltimore. 
.CambridgeporL 
. Centre ville. 

.St Panl. 
.Jackson. 

.St Louis. 
.Omaha. 

.Gold Hill. 

.Concord. 

.Trenton. 

.Buflalo. 

.Wilmington. 

.Halifax. 

.Cincinnati. 

.Salem. 

.Philadelphia. 

.Providence. 

.Sumter. 

.Nashville. 

.Houston. 

Burlington. 

.Richmond. 

Wheeling. 

.Berlin. 
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REPRESENTATIVES 
Of other Jurisdictions near the Grand Chapter' of California. 


Canada, Charles Louis Wiggin, Grand Secretary,. San Francisco; 

District of Colombia, Charles Marsh, Past Grand H. P., Nevada ; 

Louisiana, Thomas Hubbard Caswell, P. G. H. P.,. .Nevada; 

New York, Charles Marsh, Past Grand" H. P., Nevada ; 

Nova Scotia Charles Marsh, Past Grand H. P., Nevada ; 

Maine, Charles Marsh, Past Grand H. P., Nevada ; 

Massachusetts Charles Marsh, Past Grand H. P Nevada; 

Mississippi, George Tuttle Grimes, Past Grand H. P,.. .San Francisco; 

South Carolina, Charles Marsh, Past Grand H. P., Nevada. 


REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 
Near other Grand Chapters. 


Canada, Henry McPherson Owen Sound t Ont’o; 

Iowa William Langridge Muscatine ; 

Louisiana, J. Q. A. Fellows New Orleans ; 

Maine, Josiah H. Drummond Portland: 

Nebraska ; E. A. Allen, Omaha; 

New Jersey Edward Goeller, Trenton ; 

New York, John L. Lewis, New York; 

Tennessee Townsend A. Thomas Nashville. 


14 
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Grand Convention of High Priests. 


Grand Convention 

OF THE 

Order of High Priests, 

OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


Sixteenth Annual Convention. 


Tlie sixteenth Annual Grand Convention of the Order of High 
Priests of the State of California, assembled at the Masonic Temple, 
in the City of San Francisco, on Wednesday, the fourteenth day of 
April, 1875, at eight o’clock, P. M. 

There were present the following 

officers : 


The WILLIAM WILSON TRAYLOR, President ; 

" R.\ E.\ Charles Marsh, Vice PresuJent ; 

“ R.\E.\ Hiram Throop Graves, Treasurer; 

“ 1?.\ E. m . Theodore Edward Smith Recorder ; 

** R.‘. E.\ Charles Lons Wigqix Herald: 


Also, Companions Andrew Henderson Broder, James Lawrence English. Adol- 
phus Leigh Fitzgerald, Samuel Graves. Edward Richard Hedges, Henry Hay 
Knapp, John Ernest Kunkler, William Thompson Luther, Richard Mcnt, Jacob 
Hart Neff, Henry Sayre Orme, James Martin Rodgers, James Ross, Edwin 
Aldrich Rodgers, John Dodd Skinner, Wiley James Tinnix, Benjamin Franklin 
Tuttle, Jeremiah Elkins Whitcher, George Heirn Gilbert, William Munroe 
Petrie, Samuel Powell Lawson, Adoxikam Judsox Loomis. 

The 3/.*. E.\ President made the following appointments, pro tem- 


pore : — 

Comp. James Lawrence English Chap 1 a in ; 

“ Wiley James Tinxis, Master of Ceremonies; 

“ Hiram Throop Graves, Conductor; 

“ Henry Sayre Orme, Herald; 

“ Jeremiah Elkins Whitcher, Steward: 


And the convention was opened in ^fonxt. 
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The reading of the minntes of the proceedings had at the last An- 
nual Convention was dispensed with, the members being furnished 
with printed copies thereof. 

Petitions were received from the following named Companions : — 


John Whitton Surface, High Priest, of Sutter - Chapter, No. 11 

Andrew Jackson Binney “ “ “ Washington “ “ 13 

Chas. Fitzoebald Irwin, “ “ 44 St. James 44 44 16 

Edward Coleman, 44 “ 44 Grass Valley 44 44 18 

John Chilton Burch, “ •* 44 Trinity 44 44 19 

Daniel Webster Pb att, 44 4 44 Oakland 44 44 26 

George Alex. McKenzie 44 44 44 Stockton 44 “ 28 

Benj. Wilcox Barnes, 44 44 44 AUuras 4 4 44 3 4 

Thos. Jefferson Arnold 44 44 44 Alameda 44 44 36 

James Waters,. . 44 44 44 Temple 44 4 * 41 

Stephen Kirby Nurse, 4 - 44 44 Solatia 44 44 43 

Thomas Cross Poceman,. P. H. Priest, of Woodland 44 44 46 

Charles Henry Davis, “ 44 * 4 Woodland 4 4 44 46 


Who were severally elected to receive the Order of High Priest. 

Companions Ambrose Hall Cowden and George Fayette Mal- 
lett, who were elected at the last Annual Convention, together with 
those companions who were elected at the present session were then 
introduced and received the Order of High Priest. 


The following named companions were then elected officers for the 
ensuing year : — 


The Mr. K\ 
44 R.-.&-. 
44 R. .E.\ 
44 R.\ E.\ 
44 Rr. E.'. 
44 R.\ Er. 
44 R.-.E:. 
44 Rr.Er. 
44 Rr.Er. 


James Lawrence English, President; 

Charles Marsh Vice President ; 

William Wilson Traylor Chaplain; 

Hiram Throop Graves, Treasurer; 

Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder ; 

Wiley James Tinnin, Master of Ceremonies ; 

William Abraham Davies, Conductor; 

William Monroe Petrie Herald ; 

Jeremiah Kleins Whitcher,.* .Steward. 


There being no further business, the Grand Convention was closed 
in Sxu Jform. 

Attest : Theodobe Edwabd Smith, Recorder. 
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Officers and Members 


OP THE 

tout Convention of Jtigfc fviests. 


OFFICERS t 

James Lawrence English, President, Theodore Edward Smith, Recorder , 
Charles Marsh, Vice President, Wiley James Tinnin, Master Ceremonies. 

William Wilson Traylor, Chaplain, William Abraham Davies, Conductor , 
Hiram Tliroop Graves, Treasurer , William Monroe Petrie, Herald, 

Jeremiah Elkins Whitcher, Steward. 

N MEMBERS ; 

Akerly, Benjamin Crouch, Robert Joy, Alexander Cartwright 

Anderson, Elias Davis, Edwin Ransom Jump, Alemby 

Arnold/ Thomas Jefferson Davis, Charles Henry Kingsley, James Forman 
Abell, Alexander Gnrdon Dobrowsky, Adolph Kirkpatrick, John 

Bacon, Ely Griffith Dods, James Knapp, Henry Hay 

Bares, Frederick Ferdinand Doncaster, Richard Jr. Knox, William Franklin 
Barnes, Benjamin Wilcox Doncaster, Samuel Knorp, Albert Frederick 

Bicknell, Jas. Witherspoon Ellis, Ralph Knnkler, John Ernest 

Binney, Andrew Jackson Ellen, Elle Kyle, Thomas 

Blair, Charles Macmnrdo Fitzgerald, Adolphus Leigh Laidley, James 
Bond, Joshua Lester Foster, Francis Lanphier, Gilbert 

Brady, Alex. Buchanan Gardner, Melvin Sy ms Lawrence, William Lee 
Brown, Josiah Perkins Gilbert, George Heirn Lawson, Samuel Powell 
Brown, Thomas Allen Glover, James Russell Lott, Charles Fayette 
Browne, JohnMills Goss, Leonard Luther, William Thompson 

Broder, Andrew Henderson Graves, Samuel Lyon, William Henry 

Burke, John Martin Graham, Thomas Jefferson Leech, Reuben 

Burch, John Chilton Grimes, George Tuttle Loomis, Adoniram Judson 

Bystle, David'Porter Harden, John B. May, George 

Besse, John Nelson Hayes, Russell Thayer Mason, John Clifton 

Blake, George’Mansfield Hayward, Alvinza Mason, Carnot Courtland 

Callow, Thomas Hedges, Edward Richard McCormick. William 

Caswell, Thomas Hubbard Hewson, John Bankson McFarlan, Abel 
Chalmers, Alexander Hilton, Osgood McMurry, Valentine 

Christiansen, Olo Christian Hollub, Adolphus McKenzie, George Alex. 

Claiborne, Gilbert Burnett Hoadley, James Henry Menzies, Stewart 
Cohn Louis Hichborn, Alex’er Hopkins Merkle, Peter R. 

Coleman, Edward Hunter, Geo. Washington Millington, John 

Crandall, John Riggs Irwin, Charles Fitzgerald Myres, Benjamin Franklin 

Creigh,* John Dunbar January, Wm. Alexander Myrick, Milton Hills 
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Grand 

Mont, Bichard 
McBride, John Storer 
Neff, Jacob Hart 
Neville, John M. 

Newton, William Davis 
Nutse, Stephen Kirby 
O’Bear, Benj. Tbrelkeld 
Orme, Henry Sayre 
Parkhnrst, Russel 
Park, Aaron Davis 
Peck, Henry 

Perkins, Oeo. Washington 
Prassa, Francis Anthony 
Pond, Charles Lewis 
Preston, Alvin Bacon 
Pockman, Thomas Cross 
Pratt, Daniel Webster 
Baynes, Alonzo Emery 
Beam, Daniel 


Convention of High 

Reynolds, William Thomas 
Rich, William Clifton 
Rolfe, Tall man Hathaway 
Rodgers, James Martin 
Rodgers, Edwin Aldrich 
Ross, James 
Roath, William 
Ryan, William Henry 
Russell, Henry Warren 
Sage, Timothy 
Seely, John Ambrose 
Siesbuttel, Alexander 
Singley, James 
Snow, John Francis 
Spaulding, Nathan Weston 
Stanley, John Q. Adams 
Sternheim, Samuel 
Stone, Charles E. 

Stone, Nathan Hosmer 


Priests. 617 

Skinner, John Dodd 
Spear, Willard Smith 
Titus, Isaac Sutvene 
Turner, Jared 
Tuttle, Benjamin Franklin 
Waite, Alfred Coolidge 
Wales, Thatcher Peter 
Walker, George Russell 
Warner, Henry 
Waters, James 
Wells, William Sewall 
Weymouth, James Lambert 
Wellendorff, Louis 
Wilcox, Wilbur Justin 
Williams, Alpheus Fuller 
Wing, Stephen 
Winterburn, Geo. Howard 
Wiggin, Charles Louis 
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Address on the Order of High Priesthood. 


ADDRESS. 

The following address on the Order of High Priesthood, by Comp. William 
Hackee, President of the Council of High Priests of Indiana, we consider to be of suf- 
ficient interest to justify us in republishing it entire, for the benefit of our compan- 
ions in this jurisdiction. 

My Companions, High Priests :— 

It is not a custom in our Order for presiding officers to prepare and deliver opening 
addresses at our aunual assemblies, as in other Grand Masonic Bodies, yet I will so far 
trespass upon your time as to present a few thoughts upon the origin and early history 
of the Order ; who its authors really were, and by what authority it has been brought 
in and adopted as a legitimate degree in our American Kite of Freemasonry, and 
thus, if possible, correct the many erroneous theories which have been put forth by 
some of the Masonic writers of the present day, who, if they have ever been admitted 
to the privileges of the Order at all— as most of them claim to have been — are so 
totally ignorant of the subject they have undertaken to write upon, that what they 
have Baid has but produced confusion in the minds of many of our members, and led 
them to form very erroneous views of the origin and true history of the Order. 

To set this matter in a proper light before you, and if possible, disabuse your 
minds of any erroneous Impressions you may have received from the many theories 
thus put forth, and, if possible, give the trtie origin of the Order, is the sole object 
sought to be attained in addressing you at this time. 

While it may be true, as one author has said, that “ no allusion to it can be found 
in any ritual work out of America, nor even here anterior to about the end of the last 
or beginning of the present century,” yet 1 apprehend that fact should not be taken 
as conclusive evidence that our fathers who gave us the degree have left upon record 
no “authentic documents to throw much light upon the historical origin of the 
Order.” 

Another author who has written and published in two large volumes what he 
claims to be a true history of Masonry, says : 

“ We have not yet examined the Instory of the origin of the Order of High Priest- 
hood, but we do no$ hesitate to say that it is a thing of modern invention.” — “The 
hatched up traditions of this so-called. Order clearly show it to have been the invention 
of some Masonic driveler who was totally ignorant of the true history of Freema- 
sonry.” — “ Shall we be told that because Abraham was the father of the faithful and 
the chosen of God, he therefore instituted the Order of High Priesthood in Masonry! 
We rejoice to say that a new light begins to dawn upon the craft, and that intelligent 
men are beginning to separate the chaff from the wheat.”— “ If these modern degrees 
are of sufficient importance to be preserved and practiced, let them be formed into a 
distinct and separate organization, and by some other name than Masonry, that onr 
time-honored and divinely instituted Order may not be polluted or encumbered by 
these newly-invented gewgaws.’ 

And all this— and much more of a similar import— from one who 'admits at the 
ontset that he had not yet examined into the history of the origin of the Order.” 

But leaving these things all to go for just what they are worth, what, then, is the 
true origin of the Order as we have it — who were its authors, and by what authority 
has it been instituted and handed down to us? To set this matter in a proper light 
before the members of our Order, I now refer you to the following historical facts: 

The Order of High Priesthod, as we have it, is exclusively of American origin, and 
not recognized — if at all known— beyond the Jurisdiction of the General Grand Chap- 
ter of the United States. This is an important item not to be lost sight of in the 
investigation of the subject we have undertaken. 

We then tarn to the early American publications and find nothing in reference to 
the Order prior to the beginning of the present century. Even Webb, in the first 
edition of his Monitor, published in 1797, makes no mention of it; but in his second 
edition, published in 1802, he gives a monitorial ritual for the Order of High Priest- 
hood, or, as he terms it, *• Observations on the Order of High Priest.” From this we 
may infer that at some period between these two dates we must look for the trne 
origin of the Order. 
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We next turn to the published Proceedings of what is now called the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, but at that time known as the <( General Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the Six Northern States of America.” We find 
that Grand Body was first organized on the 26th day of January, 1798, by the adop- 
tion of a Constitution and the election of officers. 

The second regular meeting — as appears from the records — was held at the city of 
Providence, Rhode Island, on the 9tn day of January, 1799, when Benjamin Hurd, 
Thomas 8. Wbbb and James Harrison were appointed “ a committee to revise the 
Constitution and report such alterations and amendments thereto as they should find 
necessary to be made.” 

On the next day, January 10th, 1799, Webb, as the chairman of the committee, 
submitted their report, which, it appears, was adopted. 

Article IV of that Constitution, then adopted, contains the forms for constituting 
new Chapters and installing the High Priests into office. Following these forms, we 
find that after the new Chapter has been constituted and dedicated, the companion 
nominated in the warrant for High Priest is presented for installation, to whom the 
installing officer propounds the eleven interrogations to which he responds. The 
installing prayer is then offered, after which' 

“ All the companions, except High Priests and Past High Priests, are requested 
to withdraw while the new High Priest is solemnly bound to the performance of 
his duties, and after the performance of other necessary ceremonies not proper to be 
written they are permitted to return.” 

The question here arises, what were those other necessary ceremonies not proper to 
be written? A few lines further on we have this language : “ In consequence of your 
cheerful acquiescence with the charges and regulations just recited. 1 now declare 
you duly installed and anointed Higli Priest of this new Chapter.'’ Here the words 
“ and anointed ” evidently give us the key by which we may fully comprehend what 
those “ other necessary ceremonies ” were, and most certainly and truly gives us all 
the information necessary to enable ns to fix the date and determine the authority by 
which the Order of High Priesthood was instituted, as also who its officers really 
were. 

This amended Constitution is not only signed by the General Grand Officers, viz. : 

Benjamin Hurd, General Grand High Priest; 

Thomas 8. Webb, General Grand King ; 

James Harrison, General Grand Scribe : 

William Woart, General Grand Secretary; 

Abraham L. Clark, General Grand Chaplain : 
but also by the representatives then present, viz. : 

From the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts : 

Benjamin Hurd, Jr., Grand High Priest ; 

James Harrison, Grand Scribe. 

From the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island : 

Seth Wheaton, Grand High Priest; 

Gersham Jones, Grand King; 

Samuel Eddy, Grand Scribe. 

From the Grand Chapter of New York : 

1)b Witt Clinton, Grand High Priest; 

Thomas Frothingham, Grand King ; 

Jedediaii Sanger, Grand Scribe. 

1 have been thus particular in giving the names of all who subscribed to this pro* 
vision of the Constitution, in order that you may see and know upon whom rests the 
responsibility of the institution of the Order of High Priesthood as we have it. And 
1 apprehend the present generation is hardly yet prepared to write those honored 
names, as they stand thus recorded, as “ masonic drivelers, hatching up traditions 
and polluting our divinely-instituted Order with their newly invented gewgaws.” 

We then have for the authors of our Order of High Priesthood: Thomas Smith 
Webb, of Temple Chaplei\ Albany, New York; Benjamin Hird, Jr., and James 
Harrison, of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts. For the true date of its origin, 
January 10. 1799 ; and fur the authority of its institution and promulgation, the Gen- 
eral Grand Cliaptjr of the United States of America. 

This provision of the Constitution we find continued a part of that instrument 
until the Triennial Communication held in the city of Lexington, Kentucky, when, 
on the 19th day of September, 1 h*» 3, it was repealed, at which time the Order of 
High Priesthood became the exclusive property of those who were in possession of 
it. It thus remained a part of the Constitutional requirements of Royal Arch Masonry 
from its first institution on the 10th day of January, 1799, up to the 19th day of Sep- 
tember, 18>3, a space of nearly fifty-five years. 

Where our Excellent Companions got the original thought or germ out of which 
the Order was formed, will, perhaps, have to be left more to conjecture, yet even 
here I think we may find some data upon which to base a conclusion. Iu setting 
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about the formation of an Order for the Priesthood, what could be more natural 
than to refer to the scriptural history of the meeting of Melchisedek, Priest of the 
Most High God, with Abraham, the circumstances which occasioned that meeting, 
the bringing forth bread and wine, the blessing, etc., etc. Surely nothing could 
equal, or be more appropriate for tho purpose than these circumstances as they 
stand thus recorded. 

A further illustration of this point may be had in afoot-note found in an English 
ritual work of the past century. That note is as follows : — 

“ In some Priories the candidate partakes of bread from the point of the sword, 
and wine from a chalice placed upon the blade handed to him by the Prelate.” 

Again, in an old manuscript of the past century, from Scotland, now lying before 
me, I find a similar idea made use of. 

But the question now arises, was Webb and his associates in possession of, or did 
they have a knowledge of those ritual works to which I have referred? I think they 
were, and for the following reasons: In those ritual works are to be found many 
thoughts and expressions made use of by Webb in the arrangement of his Royal Aren 
Degree, which are to be found nowhere else, showing most conclusively that he was 
not only in possession of, but must also havo been very familiar with them. 

It is very evident that the committee, in arranging the ceremonies and rituals of 
the Order, as also the General Grand Chapter in adopting it as a part of the Constitu- 
tional requirements of Royal Arch Masonry, designed that it should be conferred as 
a part of the High Priest’s installation ceremonies. And whether Webb and his asso- 
ciates in the General Grand Chapter ever conferred it at any other time or Ih any 
other manner, I have been unable to learn. When and by whom it was first confer- 
red as a separate ceremonial, disconnected with the installation ceremonies, is 
equally unknown to me. It is, however, more than probable that it has always been 
conferred in the West as a separate ceremonial. It is well known that Comp. John 
Snow— Webb’s business partner, and associated with him in teaching the American 
System of Masonry among the newly formed settlements west of the mountains— 
always conferred it as a separate ceremonial, either before or after the installation, 
as circumstances might indicate. And 1 have met with those who claim to have 
received the Order from the celebrated Lorenzo Dow, who for a time served aB High 
Priest of the Chapter at Vincennes, in this State, of whom it is said that he always 
conferred it as a separate ceremonial. 

The earliest records I have yet been able to discover of the organization of a 
Council of High Priests as an independent organization, is in the printed Proceedings 
of the Grand Chapter of Ohio for 1828, at which time the records show that a Council 
for the State was duly organized, rules for its government adopted, and a full list of 
officers elected, with Comp. John Snow as President of the Council as then organ- 
ized. This organization, it will be observed, was twenty-five years before the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter had relinquished her jurisdiction over the Order. That Council, 
thus organized by our old and venerated companions, we find still in good working 
order, meeting regularly and annually for the transaction of business. 

From the foregoing facts, which have been collected with much care, from such 
written and printed documents as have come within my reach, I am led to infer 
that our beautiful and most truly sublime Order, instead of being the ' ‘ gewgaws of 
Masonic drivelers ,” is as truly a legitimate Order in our American Rite of Freema- 
sonry as any other Order or degree we have. Equally as much so as is the Royal 
Arch degree— adopted and made legitimate by the same constituted authority, and at 
about the same time as was the Royal Arch in its present form. That its true date 
is January 10,1799; that Thomas Smith Webb was really its author, as he was also 
of the M. E. and R. A. degrees as we now have them ; that it was voted for and 
approved by such well known and much revered lights in our Mystic Temple as Ben- 
jamin Hurd, High Priest of St. Andrew's Chapter, of Boston, which, no doubt, was the 
first Chapter organized on this continent — Rev. Abraham L. Class, High Priest of 
Providence Chapter, No. 2, Rhode Island, and the Hon. De Witt Clinton, Grand 
High Priest of New York : that it continued a part of the constitutional regulations 
of Royal Arch Masonry until the 19th of September, 1853, more than fifty-four years, 
when it was surrendered by the General Grand Chapter exclusively to such duly 
organized Councils of High Priests, as might assume control of it. And that Comp. 
John Snow, the Grand High Priest of Ohio— the life-long companion and associate of 
Comp. Webb, and his successor in teaching and propagating R. A. Masonry in the 
West — was the first to organize a regular council of High Priests for the purpose of 
conferring the Order in a regular and legitimate manner, separate and apart from 
the installation ceremonies. 

A few thoughts now as to the introduction of the Order in onr own State, and I 
will have done. 

Comp. Thomas Bishop, of Vincennes, informs us that he received the Order in 
Toronto, Canada, in the year 1818 ; that in 1820 he removed to VincenneB, In this 
State, where he still resides. On arriving at Vincennes he found Comp. James T. 
Moffett acting High Priest of what is now Vincennes Chapter, No. 7, upon the Reg- 


Digitized by LjOOQie 



Address of the Order of High Priesthood . 621 


istry of our own Grand Chapter, and in possession of the Order of High Priesthood. 
About 1825 Lorenzo Dow came to Vincennes, and after visiting the Lodge for some 
time, applied for and was made a Royal Arch Mason in Vincennes Chapter, and was 
subsequently elected High Priest of the Chapter, when Comps. BiBHor and Moffett 
conferred the Order of High Priesthood upon him. 

This very satisfactorily explains how Comp. Dow' came in possession of the Order, 
but leaves the manner, as well as the time that Comp. Moffett received it, wholly 
in the dark ; and as Comp. Moffett has several years since passed away and left 
upon record nothing that we kuow of by w hich we could arrive at a satisfactory 
solution of the matter, it must therefore be left wholly to conjecture. 

It is w’ell known that iu 181* our then acting Grand Master, Alexander Bickner, 
iuvited Thomas Smith Webb to visit and instruct the several Lodges than at w'ork in 
this State in his particular mode of work ; that in the summer or fall of that year 
John Snow’ came, and in a most satisfactory manner performed the duties required 
of him. But as the Chapter at Vincennes was not organized until after the 13th day 
of May, lh20, Comp. Moffett could not than have received the Order from Comp. 
Snow, unless he had served as High Priest at some other point before removing to 
Vincennes. 

From the private journal of Comp. Webb, as also from the proceedings of the 
General Grand Chapter, we learn that on the Nth day of May, 1n18, Webb, as Deputy 
Grand High Priest, issued charters for the formation of Royal Arch Chapters at 
Madison and Brookville, in this State, the first of w’hich is still at w’ork and known on 
the registry of our Grand Chapter as Madison Chapter, No. 1. Now, it is more than 
probable that the organization of these Chapters was what brought Comp. Snow to 
Indiana in the summer of 1*18, as before stated, at which time Comp. Moffett may 
have been present and in some way, beiug entitled to it, did then receive the Order 
from Comp. Snow. 

Be these things as they may, the conferring of the Order upon Comp. Dow by 
Comps. Bishop and Moffett in 1*2.) , is the first positive assurance we have of the 
Order being conferred within the bounds of our State ; and the two or three upon 
whom Comp. Dow may have conferred it, doubtless constituted the entire work 
that was done in this State until after the anti-masonic persecution — which arose 
soon after that time — had passed away ; for we well know that (luring the ten years 
from 1826 to 1*36, while that storm raged, the craft in this jurisdiction quietly rested 
upon their oars until the storm had ceased. 

We have no further records or knowledge of the Order having been conferred 
within our state until during the communication of the Grand C hapter on the 26th 
day of May, 1«48, when a council of High Priests was held, presided over by Comp. 
Samuel Reed, of Ohio, when Caleb Schmidlap, Alex. C. Downey, Henry C. Law- 
rence and C. S. Ramsey were duly admitted to the Order. Again in 1849 and 1*50 
these informal Councils were held and several others admitted to the Order. This 
finished the work of our Order in this State until the session of the Grand Chapter in 
is.) 3, when, on the PJth day of May, a Council was again held, and the Order duly 
conferred upon ten companions, your present presiding officer being one of that 
number. 

At this meeting of the High Priests the necessary preliminary steps were taken 
and our present Council of High Priests for the State of Indiana was duly organized, 
and a code of rules adopted for its government. These rules were revised and a 
code of by-laws adopted by the Council, May 17, 1K>9. From thenceforth our pro- 
gress has been steady and constant, until now we find our Order of Priesthood second 
in character, popularity, and usefulness to no other department in our Mystic Rite. 

Before closing I wish to place upon record for your information, as'also for the 
information of those who may come alter us, that— as some of you already know — 
the ritual work we have been using in our Council for the past sixteen years was 
obtained by myself from the ritual of Comp. John Snow; and as I was assured at 
the time, and Htill believe, was the original work as adopted by the General Grand 
Chapter in 1799, slightly modified or changed by Comp. Snow, so that it might be 
separately conferred from the installation ceremonies. Be this as it may, however, 
with the ritual we have been using these past years, the Order has steadily increased 
and become exceedingly popular with our companions, and deservedly so, too, as 
you all have fully realized. 

Then, in conclusion, my companions, let me exhort you as you value your honor 
aB men and as Masons, as you prize the purity and permanency of the Order, that 
under no circumstances whatever, you permit innovations to be made or fancies 
brought in to mar the beauty and solemnity of the Order; but preserve inviolate 
every pledge you have made, and perform with fidelity every duty imposed by our 
solemn ceremonies, that when the sun of life is fast declining beyond the horizon, 
and but a few sands remaining in your gla>s, each may with confidence look up to 
our Great High Priest, who has entered into the Heavens for us, and from his 
hands receive a glorious welcome into everlasting life. 

15 
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Address of the Grand High driest: 

WILLIAM THOMAS REYNOLDS, San Francisco. 

Address of the Grand Secretary; 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGKHN, San Francisco. 

Address of the Grand lecturer ; 

THOMAS HUBBARD CASWELL, Nevada. 

ADDRESS OF THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE : 

CHARLES LOUIS WIGKHN, San Francisco. 


NOTICE. 

The Twenty-second Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of California will 
be holden at the Masonic Temple, in the city of San Francisco, commencing on the 
second Tuesday in April, A. I. 2406, A. D. 1876. 

CIIAR1.ES LOUIS WlCGIN, 

Grand Secretary. 
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